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The Chick

W

e know that the chick moves from the embryonic
mysterious existence inside the shell. It bursts out
to discover the totally new world, where life is so
different from anything previously experienced.
I guess that only a small percentage of the population
still enjoy the delights of the real egg – boiled, poached,
scrambled, or fried! On the other hand chocolate eggs will
be consumed in their millions in the coming days.
However, it is unlikely that many people, as they eat their
egg, will ponder the significance of the Easter event.
Christians believe that Easter is all about rejoicing that Jesus
burst forth from the tomb. Not through a flimsy shell, but
by removing the heavy stone which had confined His once
dead body to the darkness of the grave. Within three days,
the crucified one rose from the dead, and declared to all
who seek, that death has been defeated.
Secondly, what happens to the chick, illustrates the totally
new life that any human being can discover when he or
she actually responds to the Good News that Jesus is alive;
one to be trusted to love, guide and strengthen us on the
journey of life.
Taking the illustration another step further the chick has
no concept of what is about to occur, nor does it imagine
beforehand the excitement and trials of its short life. In the
same way the non Christian discovers an incredibly new
world, when he or she becomes a Christian, one who puts
off the old way of life and puts on the new. It promises to
be a life of joy as well as one of testing, but from then on
the Christian has the assurance that life is not short, like the
chick’s, but eternal.
HAPPY EASTER

Shropshire Challenge Cup Final

A

s reported in the March edition of Focus, Church
Stretton Town Football Team have reached the final
of the Shropshire Challenge Cup, and are to meet
Market Drayton Town at Gay Meadow, Shrewsbury, on
Thursday 6 May 2004 kick-off 7.00pm.
Transport will be provided by Church Stretton District
Club, so to be sure of your seat contact Mike on 01694
723193 as soon as possible.
Good luck to all the Church Stretton team!
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The Official Church Stretton web site is at
www.churchstretton.co.uk.
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What’s On in the Strettons

I

• WEDNESDAY APRIL 14th
Flicks in the Sticks
‘About Schmidt’
7.30pm, Hope Bowdler Village Hall
Adults £3, Under 16, £ £1.50
A recently widowed man is forced into retirement and
travels to his daughter’s wedding.

• SATURDAY APRIL 3rd
Save the Children
‘Nearly New’ Sale
10am to 12 noon, Parish Centre, Church Stretton

• SATURDAY APRIL 17th
Folk Dance
8pm, Ticklerton Village Hall

f you wish to know the times of
regular meetings of societies and
groups, please consult the list
of societies and their contacts in the
central ‘yellow pages’

• TUESDAY APRIL 20th
Countrywomen’s Guild
2.15pm, Parish Centre, Church Stretton
‘It’s books of course!’
by Adrian Williams
For further details see page 42

• TUESDAY APRIL 6th
Church Stretton & District Flower Club
7.30pm, Silvester Horne Institute, Church Stretton
Mrs Elizabeth Anne, ‘Rainbow of flowers’
• WEDNESDAY APRIL 7th
South Shropshire Furniture Scheme
Upholstery Course
10am to 3.30pm, 11 Burway Road, Church Stretton

Mayfair Courses
Mayfair Centre, Church Stretton
'Positive living'
10am to 12 noon with Annie Drury
and
'Banish the winter blues and spring into summer'
1.30 to 3.00pm with Gill Griffiths
A course aimed at improving health and vitality.

• THURSDAY APRIL 8th
National Trust
2.00pm to 4.00pm, Chalet Pavilion, Carding Mill Valley
Year in the life of the Shropshire hills
• FRIDAY 9th to SUNDAY APRIL 11th
National Trust
Easter ‘Choco Trail’
11am to 3pm, Chalet Pavilion, Carding Mill Valley
Solve clues that lead to chocolate. Price: £1.50 per child.

• THURSDAY APRIL 22nd
Mayfair Men’s Group
10am to 12 noon, Mayfair Centre, Church Stretton
Tom Wall will be describing the work of 'English Nature'
• SATURDAY APRIL 24th
Spring Garland
7.30pm, Concord College Theatre
Featuring Rustom Battiwalla (pianist) and
Catherine Benson (soprano)
In aid of Hope House Children’s Hospice
For further details see page 7

• FRIDAY APRIL 9th
Churches Together in the Strettons
Good Friday United Service of Witness
11.45am to 12.15pm, Market Square, Church Stretton
Flicks in the Sticks
‘The Quiet American’ (15)
7.30pm, All Stretton Village Hall
Enquiries 01694 723378

• SUNDAY APRIL 25th
National Trust
Bluebell Walk
11am to 1.30pm, Chalet Pavilion, Carding Mill Valley
A two mile walk to look at the wild flowers found at
Rectory Woods. £2.00

• SATURDAY APRIL 10th
Church Stretton Liberal Democrats
Spring Coffee Morning
10am to 12.30pm, Parish Centre, Church Stretton
Admission is 50p

• MONDAY APRIL 26th
Church Stretton Town Council Annual Assembly
7.30pm, Silvester Horne Institute, Church Stretton
An open meeting at which members of the public can
question councillors. A speaker is invited to talk on the
subject of social housing.

Flicks in the Sticks
‘Blackball’
7.30pm, Picklescott Village Hall
• TUESDAY APRIL 13th
Civil Service Retirement Fellowship Church Stretton Group
1st Annual General Meeting
2.30pm, Parish Centre, Church Stretton
For further details see page 42

• TUESDAY APRIL 27th
Church Stretton and District Gardening Club
Spring Show & Plant Sale
7pm, Silvester Horne Institute, Church Stretton
Entry into the following competition classes is free:
Vase of 5 Stems Cut Flowers - no foliage
3 Stems of Flowering Shrub
Bowl or Pot of Bulbs
Judging will commence about 8pm

Church Stretton Women’s Institute
7.15pm, Silvester Horne Institute, Church Stretton
‘Cruising the Inland Waterways’
A talk by Mr Frank A. Rowley
Stretton Focus
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Church Stretton ‘Loos’ out again

A

in the Town contributing more to the District programme
of re-furbishing conveniences than any other Town.

midst all of the preparatory work that is involved
in producing a Fayre, the Committee has been
lending vigorous support to the Town Council in its
opposition to the proposal of the District Council to sell
off the Lutwyche Road public conveniences on the open
market, retaining all of the proceeds for itself.
These were the only toilets in the whole of South
Shropshire to be threatened in this way by a review of
public conveniences, since all of the others were to be refurbished or offered to their respective local Town Councils.
In unison with the Strategic Partnership, Chamber of Trade
and Area Tourism Group, we have been demanding fair and
equal treatment for Church Stretton.
The selling of the Lutwyche Road site matters because it
threatens the Food Fayre and most other community/tourism
initiatives, if that site is re-developed inappropriately. That
site controls access to the only showground area/playing fields
in the Town on Russell’s Meadow.
If the Town Council is offered this site, in association
with community organisations, such as our Committee,
it opens up possibilities not only of safeguarding the
access to Russell’s Meadow, but, with sympathetic redevelopment, of securing significant funding for the
much-needed and long delayed re-development of the
rundown Pavilion. This was identified through wideranging public consultation as a top priority for the
Partnership in its draft Strategic Development Plan.
Such a re-development, incorporating public toilets with
disabled access, would be of great benefit not only to the
sports clubs but also to locals and visitors, the Food Fayre
and other community/tourism events.
It is most disappointing that, on 4th March, the District
Council ignored our representations for fair play and,
while voting to save the second conveniences in Bishops
Castle (despite its much smaller size) and in Clee Hill,
approved an amendment proposed by Cllr. Kronbergs, that
the Lutwyche Road conveniences be offered to the Town
Council either to re-furbish and run at its own expense or it
would be sold for building one affordable house – resulting

It remains the contention of the Food Fayre Committee that
this constitutes a seriously wasted development opportunity.
District Councillors voted in apparent ignorance of the size
of the District Council land holding around the Lutwyche
Road conveniences and only one of our elected representatives
sought to gain any compensation for the Town. Cllr. Kronbergs
contests the ‘myth’ of Church Stretton being the ‘milch-cow’
of the District, so it will be helpful to see the audited figures
for the last decade of the ratio of revenue to spend per head in
comparison with the other towns in South Shropshire, bearing
in mind not only Council Tax but also that Church Stretton,
alone with Ludlow, contributes the entirety of its car parking
revenue to the District Council coffers.
The Food Fayre Committee enjoys a developing partnership
with the Town Council, but it is greatly saddened that
the District Council fails even to engage with us. In
spurning this development opportunity at Lutwyche
Road, the Council advises us of other of its funding to
which application can be made for the long overdue
redevelopment of the Pavilion – let us hope for a different
outcome next time around. Do let your District Councillors
know your views on this issue.
Bob Welch
Chairman, Church Stretton Food Fayre Committee

Portaloos at 2003 Food Fayre. Will we need to spend more
money for convenience in 2004?

Three Men in a Bow Tie – A Review

I

t was interesting to see Three Men in a Bow Tie. The
trio have brought much success to their show having
travelled not only up and down the county but also in
the country for many years, including performing in the
Edinburgh Festival.
It would be invidious to apportion praise to anyone person
as the trio played to a packed house and all three had the
house laughing with their many jokes. However, the musical
jokes of John Moore had all the musicians in fits and all are
agreed that the musical accompaniment and expertise of both
classical and popular music was of a very high standard.
However, the enjoyment of the evening was impaired by the
very frequent banter for much of the show about the excreta
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of animals and birds or of the external genitalia of animals
and mankind. While acknowledging that the occasional
joke about adultery may be amusing even if one has heard it
before (eggs in a box--- money for selling them in another)
and that we live in a farming community, the continuous
puerile and lavatorial nature left much to be desired by
an elderly audience in what could have been a popular
programme.
There were jokes about Craven Arms, the Welsh, the names
of many Shropshire places and about the political parties
and a clever monologue on musical terms and composers`
names but sadly the overall memory is one of a scatological
nature which I do not wish to see again.
Martin Plumptre
April 2004
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Bird of the Month – April: Ring Ouzel

H

opefully, this month ring
ouzels will return to the Long
Mynd to breed. They are
mountain blackbirds which winter
in southern Spain and the Atlas
Mountains of Morocco. Unfortunately
the population is declining all over
Britain, and the local decline has been
catastrophic. Five years ago there were
around a dozen pairs on the Long
Mynd, but last year only one breeding
pair was found, and it is possible that
none will come back in 2004.

Male ring ouzels are similar to
common blackbirds in shape and size,
but they appear a bit more grey, and
have a prominent white throat and
upper breast, called a “gorget” (see
drawing). Females are browner, and
usually have a much more dull gorget,
but the female seen in Light Spout
Hollow for the last four years is very
bright, and is usually mistaken for a
male.
Ring ouzels usually nest on steep
hillsides, broken by crags and scree.
Nests are built under heather bushes,
and they feed on short grass. In the
past, the vast majority of records have
come from Carding Mill Valley, Light
Spout Hollow, Ashes Hollow, and
Callow Hollow. A few have come from
Bilbatch, Wild Moor and the open
moorland.
They are very elusive – the males sing
only sporadically – but occasionally
the pair are seen feeding together,
either prior to egg laying at the end
of April, or later in the season in the
period between fledging the first brood
and laying the next clutch. However,
when the female is sitting on eggs, the
male is usually quiet and well hidden,
sitting in the middle of a tree or on
the ground. When the pair are feeding
young in the nest they forage up to
400 metres, occasionally more, mainly
for worms and grubs. When the
young fledge they are still dependent
on the adults for food, and for these
few days family parties are noisy and
conspicuous.
Pairs usually attempt to raise two
broods. First eggs are laid in the
second half of April. The incubation
and fledging periods are each around
14 days. The first brood may therefore
Stretton Focus
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fledge in mid May, but
if the clutch is predated,
this may be delayed
until early June. Second
broods may not fledge
until the second half of
July.
The local population
appears to be isolated
from any other. Male
ring ouzels sing with a
very strong local dialect,
which is different
from the species’ song
in other parts of the
country.
We have been colourringing ring ouzels on
the Long Mynd for
several years. Each bird has a unique
combination, so we know them
individually. Their loyalty to the Long
Mynd, and their navigation skills, are
amazing. One female was caught three
years running at the top of Callow
Hollow, and another female has been
in Light Spout Hollow for four years
running. In between each summer
here, they undertake a round trip
migration of 4-6,000 kilometres. This
latter female was ringed as a chick in
the nest in Ashes Hollow in 1996. She
was seven years old in 2003, a ripe
old age for such a bird. She must have
flown well over 30,000 kilometres in
her life. We hope she makes it back
again!
Nationally, the population has
suffered a steady decline throughout
the 20th century, and a massive decline
since 1990. As a result, ring ouzel
was added to the Red List of Birds of
Conservation Concern: 2002–2007.
Several possible explanations have
been suggested – environmental
changes in the wintering areas
(overgrazing by goats destroying
the juniper forests which provide
the berries that are the main winter
food source, and/or agricultural
intensification and irrigation which
reduce available water adjacent to
juniper forests); changes on the
migration routes (shooting in France
and Spain); a loss of heather through
overgrazing in the British uplands,
and global warming (perhaps by
allowing an increase in the numbers

© Rory McCann 2003
of blackbirds in the uplands). All have
probably contributed to the decline
to varying degrees, but no direct
evidence has been produced to prove
which are the most important factors.
Locally, the Long Mynd holds
the whole of the known County
population – the last confirmed
breeding record from any other part of
Shropshire came from the Stiperstones
in 1982.
As ring ouzel is a target species in
the Shropshire Biodiversity Action
Plan, action to conserve it is a very
high priority for the National Trust.
However, the population has crashed.
There were around a dozen pairs
five years ago, but last year, only
one breeding pair was found. There
has been no apparent change in the
quantity and quality of breeding
habitat, so predation of nests appears
to be the main reason for this. The
numbers of potential predators (crows,
foxes and stoats) have all increased in
recent years, and may have exceeded
critical threshold levels since 1998.
Loss of eggs or chicks to predators is
higher on the Long Mynd than in any
other area in Britain where the species
has been studied.
2002 was particularly catastrophic.
Only one pair was located. They built
five nests, and eggs were laid in at
least three of them, but they were all
predated. No young at all fledged that
year. 2003 was a bit better – again,
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there was only one pair, but they managed to
fledge a brood of five.
To try and help this vulnerable species, the
National Trust operates a nest protection scheme.
To work, we have to find the nests before the
predators!! Focus readers can help by telling us
straight away about any of these birds they see, in
April and right up until the end of July.
Leo Smith

If you see a ring ouzel anywhere on the Long Mynd, please report its
location immediately, either to Leo Smith 01588 638577 or to the
National Trust through the Office in Carding Mill Valley or the Tea
Room Staff or ring 01694 723068.
February`s Bird of the Month, Raven, will have young
in the nest by now. Parents will attack any buzzard that
comes near. If you know of a raven nest or see a raven
attack a buzzard, please ring Leo Smith 01588 638577.

Friends of St Lawrence’s Primary School Playground Appeal

A

s parents, we are very proud of
St Lawrence’s primary school
in Church Stretton. However,
the infant playground is currently a
bare rectangle of tarmac. If children
are to work hard they need to play
hard too! We’d like to transform the
area to provide fun, an area for quieter
as well as more boisterous play and
the flexibility needed for PE lessons,
after school clubs etc. Children have
already come up with lots of ideas.
Playground equipment is expensive so
we have the optimistic target of raising
£3,500.
Obviously we’ll be organising fund
raising activities within the school but
we are also hoping that local businesses
and individuals will feel able to
support us by being an official ‘Friend
of St Lawrence School’ 2004.

We’re asking for £25 or above
from businesses and £15 from
individuals or families (or as
much as people can spare!).
In return we will send them a
certificate. We will be proud
to put their name up in the
school foyer too. Donors will
be invited to see our new playground
later this year to see what their donation
has contributed towards. We aim to get
good press coverage at this event.

donated £795. ‘Official’
friends to date are: Central
Garage, Chamberlain and
Stephens, Church Stretton
Round Table, Church Stretton
Rotary Club, Continental
Fires, Farmer Plant Services,
Jennings Homes, McCartney
and Stone, Polymer Laboratories,
Shropshire Homes, Well Well Well
(UK) Ltd and the West Midlands Cooperative Society Ltd.

Cheques should be made payable to
‘Friends of St Lawrence School’ and
sent to the school secretary. This is
an exciting development, which will
have a real impact on the happiness of
our little ones. We hope that the local
community are able to support us.

Friends of St Lawrence Primary School is
registered charity no. 1009587

So far organisations have kindly

A Concert for Hope House

A

concert in aid of the Hope
House Children`s Hospice
will be held at 7.30pm on
Saturday 24th April at Concord
College Theatre.
The Anglo-Indian pianist Rustom
Battiwalla is a graduate of the
Guildhall School of Music and is
much in demand as a performer.
His programme will include works
by Chopin, Ravel, Gershwin, Percy
Grainger and a remarkable Prelude
and Nocturne for the left hand by
Scriabin.
Shropshire-based lyric soprano
Catherine Benson has sung at
the Royal Opera House and at
Glyndebourne and teaches at the
Birmingham Conservatoire. She
will sing works by Schumann,
Schubert, Mozart and Puccini as
well as some favourite songs by
Cole Porter, Jerome Kern and Ivor
Novello.

Megan, Alexandra and Alex hold the cheque which was presented to Mary Farmer of
the Friends of St Lawrence’s Primary School by Rotary Club’s Len Bolton. They and
their teachers, Beth Rowe and Sue Relph, are photographed in the playground which is
to be made more exciting.
Stretton Focus
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Tickets £7 (children £3.50) from
Burway Books and John Thomas
Florist, Church Stretton or
Tel: 01694 722092.
April 2004
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Air Quality to be checked in Church Stretton

S

outh Shropshire District Council, Environment &
Community Services, has been a leading member of a
partnership with all the other councils in Shropshire,
reviewing air quality across the county in line with statutory
requirements under the Environment Act 1995. The review,
recently completed by the group’s consultants, showed that
for the vast majority of South Shropshire the levels of seven
air pollutants (benzene, 1,3-butadiene, carbon monoxide,
lead, nitrogen dioxide, fine particles, sulphur dioxide) are
likely to be much better than health-based objectives set by
government experts.

with asthma. Fine particles (PM10) affect the respiratory
and cardiovascular systems, and in February 2000 the
Department of Health Committee on the Medical Effects
of Air Pollution
estimated that
10,500 hospital
admissions and
8,100 deaths were
brought about in
the UK each year by
this pollutant.

However the review concludes that in Church Stretton
there is a possibility of exceeding the objective for fine
particles (known as PM10), due to bonfires and domestic
wood and coal burning. The report also suggests that in
areas close to certain busy roads, such as the A49, some
additional air quality investigation of nitrogen dioxide
would be beneficial.

The whole review
is available on the
Council’s website
www.southshrops
hire.gov.uk/static/
page750.html.
Summary copies
are available on
request from the
Pollution Team at
the Council.

A temporary air pollution monitoring station has been
installed in Church Stretton in a residential area to the East
of the A49 to monitor fine particles, and close to the A49
simple monitoring will take place of nitrogen dioxide air
pollution.
According to expert medical advisors, the fine particles
and nitrogen dioxide air pollutants being monitored have
a significant impact on human health. Nitrogen dioxide at
high concentrations causes inflammation of the airways and
is linked to changes in lung function, particularly in people

Further information
on the current
monitoring, the
recent report, and
air quality in general
is available from
David Holmes, Team Leader Pollution on 01584 813386.

Arts Festival

A

s promised, here are more details of the
second week of the Summer Festival. On
Sunday, August 1st, we welcome Sylvia
Sims and Jenny Agutter, accompanied by guitar,
in ‘Mothers and Daughters’, an anthology. Many
of our supporters will remember the delightful evening
with Peter Barkworth and the late Dorothy Tutin, and
this evening should follow the same pattern. Next evening
we welcome a visitor from the Barber Institute, many
people’s favourite small Art Gallery, followed by a coach
visit on Wednesday to the University of Birmingham
to view the gallery and sample the excellent homemade
cakes. In between, we have a most exciting event, a recital
by the young pianist, Chenyin Li, a superb young player.
On Thursday, we welcome the Chameleon Ensemble, a
renowned Wind Quintet, with Saturday offering a grand
finale, in the shape of the group Cameo, giving us an
evening with ‘The Master’, Noel Coward, at Concord
College. Quite a fortnight!
More details will appear in forthcoming Focus articles, but
meanwhile, if you’re not already a Friend of the Festival,
which gives you three weeks priority booking and reserved
seating at some events, it would pay you to contact Gerald
Bolton on 01694 723807 for details.

Stretton Focus
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At the end of this season, we face a major problem.
Our Committee Secretary, Sue Heiron, is finding
that the demands of the family business are
such that she will not be able to carry on after
the AGM. So we shall need a replacement. The
task is not too onerous, involving taking the minutes at
committee meetings, held approximately every 6 weeks,
writing some letters, typically to our sponsors, and being
willing to help during the Festival. This is year 38, a
proud achievement for our small town. During that time,
volunteers have always come forward, so we look forward
to hearing from someone who has been coming to the
Festival events, has thoroughly enjoyed them and who
would like to join our small, friendly committee helping
to ensure that the Festival carries on for many more years,
bringing top quality performers to our town, and giving so
much pleasure.
If you feel you might be able to help, or you would like to
know more about us, or would like to come to one of our
committee meetings (without obligation or pressure), or
offer sponsorship, always vital, please contact me, George
Roby, on 01694 722159, or via our website
strettonfestival.org.uk
George Roby
April 2004
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Methodist Voice

passed away and me and the rest of the school intensely
grieved over him. On another day, my family went to Gaza
city to visit my Grandpa`s house. On our way home, the
Israeli roadblock near Dar EI Balah (a town in the centre of
the Gaza Strip) was closed. It was terribly hot in the sun and
we spent five hours in the heat waiting until the roadblock
was opened. I arrived home sick with sunstroke and had to
take three days off school.”

Pilgrim’s Way
ou may recall that in the last edition
of Focus I reported on discussions
which had taken place in our church regarding steps
which we should take to move forward in the development
of our worship, mission and outreach. To help us in this we
had reference to the Methodist Church resource document
Pilgrim’s Way.

Y

At a Church Council meeting it was agreed that it was
important for us to undertake a review and find God’s way
for us as a church in this town. To facilitate this a small
group will now be set up to look at some alternatives to
Pilgrim’s Way and make recommendations to the Church
Council meeting in June.
I will keep you informed of progress in this initiative; but in
the meantime your prayers for this would be appreciated.
Harry Clarke
Sunrise and Hope Centre, Gaza
On 11th February 2004, we had a ‘Palestinian’ meal
followed by a talk by Revd Peter Curry, the Methodist
District Chairman. The District has committed itself to
learn about and financially support the above project for
at least two years, in conjunction with Christian Aid. Peter
Curry had recently visited the Sunrise and Hope Centre
and his slides illustrated the complications of life for the
Palestinians. For example, one slide showed the pile of
rubble, once a large police station but deliberately destroyed
by the Israelis helping to undermine law and order, in
contrast another slide showed children having fun in the
bright and cheerful Centre.

Children at the Centre.
The Sunrise and Hope Centre helps to bring hope to so many
children whose lives are blighted by deprivation and fear.
The Building Hope Prayer
O God, deliver our world
from the recurring conflicts
that close borders,
close schools,
close minds
and shut off the future.
Give the children freedom
to learn from their heritage,
read their own language
and take pride in their people.
Amen

A twelve year old boy tells of his experience of life in Gaza:
“I am a Palestinian child and I live in Khan Yunis refugee
camp in the Gaza Strip. Under Israeli occupation, I suffer
a lot from the fear of death when the Israelis fire their guns
and tanks at the areas around my school. One morning, the
Israelis started shooting and my classmate, Jamal Moharib,
was injured. Two days later the news came that he had

Don and Maureen Clow

Lottery Funding for Furniture Recycling Scheme

T

he South Shropshire Furniture Scheme (SSFS) has been
awarded a lottery grant of £199,794. They will now
be able to increase promotion of its furniture recycling
project that collects over 4000 items each year. The scheme
provides reconditioned furniture and appliances to more than
200 low-income households, diverting huge volumes of material
from landfill.

The grant from the Community Recycling and Economic
Development (CRED) Programme will be used to employ
a development and promotions worker to set up and deliver
an outreach service. This will include an out-of-hours
facility and a wheelchair accessible roadshow/outreach
vehicle. The funding will also be used to employ retail and
tearoom managers, along with two part-time assistants to
Stretton Focus
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set up and run a shop and tearoom in Ludlow.
The SSFS runs courses to teach people how to make the
most of recycled materials. Courses are available throughout
the week, keep an eye on the ‘What’s On’ column for
details.
The CRED Programme is funded by the New
Opportunities Fund which chose the Royal Society for
Nature Conservation (RSNC) as an award partner to
manage the £35.2 million programme and award grants to
disadvantaged communities throughout England.
For more information about SSFS courses or to donate
furniture call 01694 724464. To find out about the CRED
programme call 0870 036 1000 or visit www.rsnc.org/cred.
April 2004
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253 Magpies

N

o, not the feathered variety – these Magpies are
members of Church Stretton football teams, the name
arising from the black and white strip they originally
started with. There are 253 registered players between the ages
of 8 and 18 years, including an under-14 girls team, which is
nothing short of remarkable in a town of our size.
If the managers, coaches, helpers and parents involved are
also included, well over 300 local people are involved every
weekend in playing or running our national winter game
and representing the town in the process.
The club is the fourth or fifth largest (there is some dispute
here!) junior soccer club in Shropshire. It was founded in
1974 by Geoff Wells who was the local policeman at the
time, and he entered a Church Stretton Magpies Under -10
team in the Shrewsbury Sunday League to announce to the
world that youth league soccer was alive and kicking in the
Strettons. Assisted by wife Wendy as Secretary and Anne
Bartle as Treasurer, Geoff set about building a team from
a few lads who were not good enough to earn a place with
other teams but who wanted to play football. The defeats
were heavy but the spirit never weakened!
The national press caught hold of a story
about a team in Shropshire who lost one
match 41-1 (not a typing error!) and that was
the Magpies. They only had nine players, so
the opposition made it up to 10 when the
score was 30-0 to make matters more even!

coaching and good management, has made giant strides
in recent years. Carol says the girls continue to surprise
themselves at the skill standards they can now achieve.
Changing facilities for girls at football grounds can be a bit
of a problem as they cater mainly for men and boys. Some
of the Magpies girls arrive for matches directly from ballet
lessons and need to exchange their leotards for football strip
and boots - another sign of the changing times.
A major problem for the successful and growing Magpies
is the shortage of pitches available in the Church Stretton
area. Every weekend, particularly on Cup-tie weekends, all
of the League Management Committee stress that juggling
scarce pitches to help every team is now a real nightmare.
Local teams that normally play in Church Stretton often
have to hire pitches in Craven Arms, Condover and
Rushbury to play matches.
With existing pitches comes another hazard – dog fouling!
A routine procedure before every match is the clearing
away of dog dirt from the pitch as well as preparing the
pitch in more normal ways. The team
management as well as the parents deserve
their own medals and trophies for serving
the community in this respect.
Chairman Dennis Naylor says the financial
turnover of Magpies is £5,000 a year and the
club have to raise the cash themselves. The
hire of the school gymnasium for training
between October and February costs £500,
the hire of a pavilion costs £120 per season
and the club spends between £500 and £600
a season on trophies for the teams and players.
Local sponsors include the Co-op, Polymer
Laboratories, Central Garage, Grooms and
Grampian Foods. The Club has to abide by
the rules laid down by the Football Association
to a Chartered Standard. Magpies has its own Child Protection
Officer – another sign of the times in which we live.

Many of the players in those early years,
now have sons in the town who are second
generation Magpies. Mark Carter, Watkin
Stephens, David Marston, Tim Lewis (seen
refereeing an Under 18 match recently) Karl
Bartle, Michael Wells, Stuart McKechnie,
Simon Carter, Chris Fisher and Steve Paige
all were early Magpie pioneers.
Today, the current under-15 side play in the A league and
are holders of three trophies, about 12 players per season
win representative honours for the South Shropshire and
Shrewsbury Leagues at different levels, and four girls
have been chosen to be involved with the FA School of
Excellence. As mentioned last month, Magpies are a feeder
club for Church Stretton Town FC.
European horizons are nothing new to the Magpies. As far
back as the 1970’s, Magpies have been on tour to Holland.
Many international friendships have been forged through 5
day tours centred on The Hague and its junior international
football competition. The trip to Europe is another symbol
of the expanding vision of the Club – although when the
tournament has clashed with school examination timetables,
the exams have always taken priority.

Perhaps one of the most rewarding features for the
managers of all the Magpies teams was the Mini-Soccer
competition over a six weeks period during the summer.
32 primary schools in the area were contacted and invited
to let the children know they were welcome to play in the
competition. 92 children (a 2 to 1 split between boys and
girls respectively) aged 6 to 11 years turned up on a Friday
evening and occupied 5 pitches. Many of the children were
from villages and farms and they were soon enjoying the
atmosphere created by 150 spectators cheering their team
to greater efforts. All of the children were expected to take
full responsibility for their own behaviour and the team’s
conduct on the field. The managers confirmed that all
involved rose magnificently to the challenge.

Carol Trachonitis runs the successful Under -14 Girls team
and says the aim is to play for enjoyment first and foremost,
with the competitive side of the sport coming second. The
development of girls’ football, with the help of sensitive

For parents and players wanting to know more about the
Church Stretton Magpies Football Club, the Chairman is
Dennis Naylor, 01694 751249
Man on the Touchline
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Top left: Under 13
boys in training.
Left: Under 13
boys team.
Top right: Under
14 girls team.
Photos:
Paul Miller

All Stretton Panto Jack and Jill in Pantoland
Photographs by Peter Bartlett, Ludlow 872721
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Save the Children - Church Stretton Branch
40 years of Fund Raising
from 9:00am until 5:00pm and at the end of the day the
takings would reach £4,000. However, she pointed out that
they bullied all the right people for support and she agreed
that today there is much more competition from other
charities. Money can only be spent once and it has to be
shared.

hurch Stretton Branch of Save the Children is
40 years old this year. It was started in 1964
by Gordon and Barbara Tildesley. Mr Tildesley
was Chairman of the Rural District Council and was
approached by the Organiser of Save the Children Fund at
that time, Christopher Arch. The idea was to get the local
children interested in supporting those children around the
world who were less fortunate than they were.

Sadly, Mrs Morris died a couple of years ago. She gave
legendary coffee mornings at her home in Carding
Mill Valley. All those steps to the front door but still
packed with people. I did meet her as she was still
serving on the committee when I came to Church
Stretton six years ago. Mr Morris, photographed
here, could always be relied upon to produce great
advertising posters and many times travelled to Burton
on Trent to pick up goods personally for sale at
various functions.

Mr Tildesley contacted Mr Ron Morris, Headmaster of the
Primary School, and Mr Dick Townswell, Headmaster of
the Senior School. He got a very positive response and the
two men agreed to join the Tildesleys, along with Colonel
Faithful, Councillor Bidell from Bishop`s Castle, Mrs
Maureen Lloyd and Mrs Marion Morris. A committee was
formed and the Branch was born.
I went to see Mrs Tildesley, in my capacity as the present
Chairman of the Branch. Sadly, she has recently lost
her husband so I was too late to meet him. She was
so interesting to talk with, reminiscing about the early
times.
The meetings were held in each other`s homes and, as
Mrs. Tildesley pointed out, they knew quite a lot of
influential people who were – and I quote – “Bullied into
supporting us at sherry evenings, coffee mornings and
market stalls, to name a few of the fund raising events”.
There was a sponsored walk each year from Worcester to
Church Stretton. Children were taken by cars for a 9:
00am start and they usually arrived back home around
8:00pm. What a marathon and on bye-roads too! She
assured me that sustenance and support were available all
along the route. Local people opened their homes and
provided tea, squash, sticking plasters and sandwiches to
spur the children along. Even a “phone-home” service was
provided for those who were not able to finish the walk.
Alas the police decided, quite rightly, that the walk was
becoming a hazard in the increased traffic and it had to
stop. Undaunted, the walk was re-routed across the Long
Mynd and Stiperstones, with a stopping place at Bridges,
still used today on our sponsored walks.

Mr Ron Morris and Mrs Tildesley

Committee members regularly attended Quarterly meetings
in London. On one occasion Mr Morris, who was
becoming a little deaf, missed out on some information.
Emma Nicholson M.P. who was also deaf made sure that
Mr Morris received a printout at the end of the session.
How kind!

An Air Day was held in 1967 at Penkridge Hall, the home
of Colonel Faithful. It was organised by the Air Ministry
and attracted Balloons, Hang Gliders and such. Mrs
Tildesley produced an engraved plate specially made for the
event. Unfortunately although it was a great fun, it was not
well attended as it was poorly signposted.
Save the Children manned a highly successful stall at the
Steam Engine Rallies for many years. These events were
first held at Church Stretton until they moved to larger
premises at Bishop`s Castle where a stall was still provided
for the Branch.
Those early years of Christmas Sales put our efforts into the
shade. The day was chosen, the old Parish Hall was booked
Stretton Focus
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The last ‘gem’ from Mrs Tildesley was a mention of Mr
Bernard Ford who sponsored an Indian boy through Save
the Children. The youngster was selling paraffin on the
streets to support his family. Through the sponsorship, the
boy was able to attend school, learning to read and write.
Eventually he was able to write to Mr Ford and say ‘thank
you’.
Mrs Tildesley said that she has never “retired” officially from
the committee, so I guess she has earned her place as an
Honorary Member. It was a pleasure to meet her and enjoy
her company. I only wish that I had had the opportunity to
meet her husband. Let us hope we can continue the good
work they began and march onwards towards our 50 years
in Church Stretton.
Elizabeth Wainwright
April 2004
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Church Stretton Jottings: The Union Workhouse, Shrewsbury Road

S

could be supervised from the central administrative area.
This was similar in design to the prisons of the day! Each
wing housed a separate category of inmate:- elderly male;
elderly female; single mothers, etc. who were not allowed to
meet. Each category exercised in its own yard.

ince 1535 responsibility for the maintenance of
the poor has lain with the Parish. An Act of 1601
authorised the appointment of Overseers of the Poor
and allowed the construction of Houses of Correction
and of Poorhouses for the incapacitated poor. The 1697
Settlement Act allowed the poor to be sent back to their
home parish if relief was needed and in 1700s the parishes
were encouraged to provide poorhouses. The 1834 Poor
Law Act grouped parishes into Poor Law Unions. Outside
relief was abolished. Relief for the poor was to be available
only by them entering the poorhouse or workhouse. This
was made as unpleasant as possible. There were to be no
shirkers seeking easy existence at the ratepayers’ (that is the
land and property owners) expense!

The workhouse was run by a Board of Guardians formed
of representatives from the parishes and of the county
magistrates living with the area of the Union. This met in
the Boardroom every two weeks to transact its business. The
staff included a Governor and Matron (usually man and
wife), and a Schoolmistress.

Poor Law Unions were formed in Shropshire between
1836-7, each centred on a convenient market town.
Church Stretton was the centre of the local Union of 15
parishes formed to provide a workhouse for poor and
destitute. The parishes were Acton Scott, Church Stretton,
Cardington, Easthope, Eaton, Hope Bowdler, Leebotwood,
Longnor, Rushbury, Shipton, Sibdon, Carwood, Smethcott,
Wistanstow and Woolstaston.

The Poorhouse

Prior to the building of the Workhouse, there was a Poor
House. This was, according to the 1838 Tithe Award, at
nos. 58-60 High Street. It belonged to the parishioners of
Church Stretton but was let to the Board of Guardians. It
was in existence in 1733. It was recorded as empty at the
1841 census, presumably because it was no longer required.

A high proportion of the inmates were children. Another
large group were women between 14-60, mostly unmarried
mothers. In 1841 only 13% were elderly paupers, though
by 1881 this had increased to 30%.
Bagshaw’s “Directory of Shropshire” 1851 stated:
“The Church Stretton Union Workhouse is situated nearly
a quarter of a mile from the town, on the Shrewsbury and
Ludlow turnpike road, and in the immediate vicinity of
the Longmynd hills. The situation is remarkably dry and
salubrious, and the building is admirably contrived for the

The Workhouse.

A workhouse was built in 1838 of local stone on a site
on the Shrewsbury to Ludlow Turnpike road, where the
Primary School now stands. It was designed by T.D.Duppa

David Bilbey’s drawing of the workhouse

Site and layout of the workhouse
of Cheney Longville and built by S.Pountney Smith. It cost
£2000, with £200 for the site and attached land of about 2
acres. The capital was borrowed, to be paid back in annual
instalments of £160. In Bagshaw’s “Directory” of 1851,
£600 was said to be outstanding.
The Building could accommodate 120 inmates. It was in
the shape of a cross, with 4 wings. These, with the outer
wall formed 4 quadrangles. Each wing radiated from and
Stretton Focus
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convenience and comfort of the inmates. The building is in
the form of a cross, which, with the outer wall, forms four
quadrangles, and these are used as airing yards. It was built in
1838, of the rough stone got from the neighbouring quarries,
with quoins and cornices of hewn free stone. The cost of the
structure was £2000, and the sum of £200 was paid for the
site and land attached, which covers an area of about two
acres. The money necessary for the erection was borrowed, and
it was agreed to pay back the principal by instalments of £100
per annum: there remains unpaid at the present time £600.
The parishes comprised within the union are, Acton Scott,
Church Stretton, Cardington, Easthope, Eaton, Hope Bowdler,
Leebotwood, Longnor, Rushbury, Shipton, Sibdon, Carwood,
Smethcott, Wistanston and Woolstaston. The house is capable
of accommodating 110 inmates, and the guardians meet at the
board room every fortnight for the transaction of the business
connected with the union. The expenditure for the half year
ending Lady day, 1850, was £1,266. 16s. and the average
weekly cost per head of the in-door paupers was 2s. 11⁄2d., of
[continued on next page]
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[continued from previous page]
which 3d. was for clothing. The number of in-door paupers at
the same period was 55. John Belton, Clerk to the Guardians.
Thomas Heighway, Relieving Officer. Medical Officers:
Richard Wilding, for the house and first district; Thomas
R. C. Downes, second district; Robert Jones, third district;
Charles Mott, fourth district. Rev. P. Nunn, Chaplain. Henry
Evans, Governor. Mary Ditcher, Matron. Sarah Atkinson,
Schoolmistress.”
The 1881 census recorded that there were 72 permanent
inmates plus 12 vagrants. There were 7 unmarried mothers
with 12 children between them, though there were 34
children under 13 years old in the House at the time.
Some inmates were classified as “idiots” so presumably the
workhouse served as an asylum for the poor mentally ill.
The infirmary building, now part of the swimming pool

Besides acting as Guardians, the same members formed the
Rural Sanitary Authority, the Assessment Committee and
the Waywarden Board, which looked after roads, bridges
and culverts in the area. The members were, of course, part
of the local Establishment, mainly land owners, in whose
interest it was to keep the rates down.

Until 1939 when it was closed, the County Council used
part of the premises as a children’s home. It also housed
mental defectives. The Primary school, which opened in
1968, is built on the site but part of the Infirmary building
is incorporated in the swimming baths as the entrance
building.

According to the Victoria County History, vol. 10, p. 109,
the Poor Law Union ended in 1930.

Tony Crowe

The Sewing Circles of Herat

In Kabul during the Russian era, the population rose from
a million to probably nearer three million, as hoards of
people moved in from the countryside. It is a city where all
the Afghan races meet in uneasy tension – Pashtuns, Tajiks,
Baluchis, Turkmen, Uzbeks, Hazaras and Nuristanis.

M

any Church Stretton people are taking a renewed
interest in the land and people of Afghanistan
because of the Afghanistan Livelihood project of
the local UNA group, which is helping to provide training
for Afghan refugees as they return to their homeland. I
found a book by Christina Lamb – The Sewing Circles
of Herat (ISBN 0-00-714252-8, Flamingo, £7-99) to be
compelling reading which helped me to understand a little
more about these indomitable people.
Christina Lamb first reported from Afghanistan during the
Soviet occupation. These dispatches won her the Young
Journalist of the Year award. She returned weeks after the
fall of the Taliban, travelling extensively and interviewing
many Afghans, both famous and unknown. Hamid Karzai,
two ministers of the Taliban period who had worked with
Osama bin Laden, King Zahir Shah and his family in
exile in Rome, plus Ijaz-ul Haq the son of General Zia of
Pakistan were some of the people who gave interviews.
The result is a gripping story of the horrors endured by the
survivors of unspeakable cruelty. Some of the perpetrators
also spoke freely of the nightmare. The background is a
kaleidoscopic view of different tribes and the distinctive
atmosphere of many different regions.
Herat is regarded as the cradle of Afghan civilisation,
centre of learning and the arts. Heratis, with their culture
of liberal religion in which women played a key role in city
life, hated the Russians but despised the Taliban and their
uneducated village mullahs. In cities riven by crime and
warring factions the Taliban had been welcomed but the
people of Herat regarded them as illiterate religious fanatics.
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Kandahar, which Christina describes as having ‘bitter
winters and fishgrilling summers’ had been a significant
trading post on roads linking India with Persia and Turkey.
She calls it ‘dusty, impoverished Kandahar’. Now it boasts
the New Town built by Mullah Omar (spiritual leader of
the Taliban). Here are ‘monuments to bad taste’ such as
his own house painted in garish colours and the Eid Gaha
Mosque, decorated in the style of a ‘second class brothel,
rather than a place intended to be the holiest in the land’.
One strand in the story is how the women coped with
the restrictions placed on them by the Taliban. All
female education was stopped, depriving teachers of their
livelihoods. No woman could be seen without a burqa
which one young woman said ‘was like not being able
to breathe or see, just seeing in front through that small
square…I fell over twice the first day’. One woman was
beaten for wearing white shoes, another was punished
because, when she wanted to examine some cloth she was
buying, she raised her burqa. How Muslim women kept
hope alive, how they hid away their lipsticks and pretty
clothes, how they found ways of attending classes for
further education, is all part of the rich tapestry of the book.
If, like me, you need constantly to refer to the map so
thoughtfully printed in the book, or if you have travelled
in Afghanistan, you will find a wealth of fascinating
information in Christina Lamb’s book.
Ruth Davies
April 2004
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URC Voice

T

Today people are still amazed to find it possible to
encounter someone who, years ago began to alter the whole
course of history, and enter into a personal relationship
with a living Jesus. Because he lives we can converse with
him, telling him everything about ourselves, although He
of course knows already, sharing all our hopes and fears and
listening to his comfort and encouragement.

his month Christians
celebrate the
resurrection.
‘He is Risen’ is one of
the core beliefs of the
church, and has profoundly
influenced millions of people
during the last 2000 years. Lots of people find it hard to
get their head round such a claim, and many ingenious
explanations have been put forward in an attempt to make
the event more acceptable.
The first disciples were utterly surprised and bowled over
by the fact of coming face to face with someone they had
only a short time before watched die a gruesome death on
a cross. They were understandably apprehensive. There was
an element of elation but also one of fear. Anyone doubting
what others had witnessed found that one of Jesus’ closest
friends was in just that category. He could not believe what
he was hearing and demanded clear concrete evidence,
which in time he received!

When we face horrendous circumstances, involving pain,
poverty and anguish we can turn to Jesus and find he is able
to grant us an inner peace and joy found in no other way.
We can cope with sickness and persecution, although we
may rightly question why we are having to go through such
times, because we rely on the help and support of the living
God.
We can even face death bravely and confidently knowing
that we have put our trust in one who deals in unseen
eternal realities and grants us an assurance of life beyond
death.
Norman Smith

The Herbary - Fritillaries

O

f the roughly 100 various species of Fritillaria,
most gardeners (unless they are really keen plants
people) are probably familiar with a handful only of
these lovely herbaceous perennials. The two most familiar
to gardeners couldn’t be more different, they are Fritillaria
meleagris (Snake Head fritillary) and the superbly statuesque
Fritillaria imperialis (Crown Imperial fritillary). Both plants
flower in the Spring but F. meleagris flowers at the start of the
season and F. imperialis follows several weeks later
Fritillaria meleagris flowers in shades of purple, pinkypurple or white and with a delicate veining which gives the
appearance of a snake’s head, especially just before opening.
However, anyone who has seen a meadow colonised by
these plants will, I’m sure, testify to the fact that pictured
en-mass they really become a thing of beauty, and they
lose whatever sinister appearance they may have. While
tolerating a little shade they much prefer full sun and a
humus-rich soil with water retaining properties. A dressing
of leaf-mould is also appreciated. Usual height is about 30
cm (12 inches).

F

Fritillaria imperialis flowers in shades of deep yellow, orange
or flame-red. The umbels of flowers - anything from 3-8
– are topped by a lush ‘crown’ of leaves, which gives the
plant an almost pineapple-like appearance. F. imperialis
is a tall plant and can grow up to 1.5 m (5ft), although
personally all the ones I’ve ever grown have only managed
about 4ft at a pinch. A very sunny spot and fertile but welldrained soil suits this fritillary best. An interesting legend
about F. imperialis attempts to give a reason for its drooping
heads of flowers. Apparently when Christ was carrying his
Cross to Calvary all the other flowers bent their heads in
shame, but the ‘Crown Imperial’ refused. After Christ had
been crucified the plant was so shamed that it then bent its
head and remains so to this day.
Stretton Focus
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Two other fritillaries that are particular favourites
of mine are F. persica (Persian fritillary) and
F. michailovskyi. I’ve never yet had any success in
keeping F. persica which is a pity because it really is a
stunning plant in full flower. The bell-like flowers are
coloured a deep purple, or sometimes a greenish-brown.
The plant is definitely a flower for the sophisticated
flower arranger. F. persica likes even hotter growing
conditions than F. imperialis and a very well-drained soil. It
grows to about 1m (3ft in height). Because I love the plant
so much I’m going to have yet another attempt at growing
it – so watch this space!
rritillaria michailovskyi is a short, but lovely plant
suitable for the rockery or raised bed situation. It
grows just 10-20 cm (4-8 inches) and needs a sharply
drained soil of only moderate fertility, but it does require
full sun. It also resents getting wet during the dormant
period. Having typed all that, all I can say is maybe I’ve
experienced very unfussy F. michailovskyi because I’ve grown
it in almost every kind of growing situation. Admittedly I
have had variable results as regards robustness, life length
or willingness to flower in certain situations, but almost
without fail it’s come through for me. It’s a very distinctive
looking plant with dark browny-purple bell flowers tipped
with a strikingly clear yellow.
At the moment I don’t have one in my garden and it tends
to be variable in its availability from garden centres; specialist
nurseries are a better bet if you want one. One of the best
plants of its type that I’ve ever had came back with me from a
visit I made to Hever Castle. Perhaps it’s time I made the trip
down to Edenbridge in Kent again, maybe I’ll be lucky and
find another F. michailovskyi. Happy gardening.
Margaret Smith
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Dear Editor ...

I

write in response to Mr. Mabbutt’s
letter in the March edition of
Focus. As I have been Clerk to the
Council since 1983, perhaps I may be
permitted to give a factual report on
the background of the issues raised.
The present Dog Warden is not the
first employed by us, as we were
fortunate to have the services of Mr.
Ron Brooks for the period between
August 1989 and July 1992. This was
under an agreement with SSDC, for
7 hours per week and they paid 75%
of his wages, with this Council paying
25%. However, this arrangement
was terminated by SSDC in 1992, as
under the Environmental Protection
Act 1990, dog fouling was officially
classed as litter and so subject to the
same zoning arrangements as other
litter and SSDC was
charged with a duty to
employ a dog warden.
SSDC decided to
employ a dog warden
jointly with Leominster
and although dog
fouling was monitored,
it was not as effective
as when we employed
a local person, as
priority was given to
dealing with stray dogs
whilst ‘recognising the
requirement to enforce
anti-fouling legislation’. This Council
has continually pressed SSDC to allow
a local dog warden to be employed,
but they would not agree to this as
he would have no direct powers if
employed by us, to enforce either the
Stray Dogs legislation or bye-laws.
However, in 2000 the Town Council
took over the Park and playing fields
from SSDC (together with existing
bye-laws) and closely monitored the
situation on our land. When the
Foot and Mouth crisis occurred in
2001, the Town Council employed
the current Dog Warden (Mr. Dennis
Titley) to deal with problems on the
playing fields, and other Town Council
owned land. This he continues to do,
but although many are responsible dog
owners, he is frequently hampered by
unco-operative dog owners, who will
not comply with the bye-laws. The
introduction of a camera will hopefully
make his task easier, as he will be able
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to produce
photographic
evidence of any
breach of the
bye-laws relating
to the playing
fields. I am
not sure if Mr.
Mabbutt, with
his suggestion of
a digital camera
and computer,
expects photographs of offenders to be
posted in the internet. However, the
Council felt that the cost of a Polaroid
camera was the most cost effective
solution, and any photographs taken
would be lodged with me for further
action or, handed to the ‘offender’
for disposal if the breach was rectified
immediately.
The Dogs (Fouling of Land) Act
1996 came into effect in December
1996, but this is an adoptive
Act and SSDC are just now
implementing it. Once this is in
place it is hoped that more powers
can be devolved to the Town
Council.
With regard to the comments on
the Britain in Bloom Competition,
this has been discussed by the
Town Council and decided that
although it supports the idea
of entering the competition, before
doing so there is an awful lot of work
to do around the town to bring it
up to scratch and it would not wish
to see volunteer fatigue if it entered
too soon. Perhaps the disappointing
response to the November Focus article
reflects this. The Town Council has,
since 1993, provided the 16 floral
planters around the Town (helped by
generous donations from businesses,
organisations and individuals) and
this year is introducing four hanging
baskets in the Square. The local
businesses, under the organisation
of the Tourism Group, provided the
hanging baskets on shop fronts last
summer and will do the same this
year. The Town Council has also been
looking into the possibility of entering
into a sponsorship agreement with
the Highways Agency regarding the
maintenance of the verges around the
traffic lights on the A49, but this has
proved to be very problematic and cost

prohibitive. Our local MP is currently
looking into this matter on our behalf
and has requested a site visit with
the Highways Agency to discuss this
further. The Town Council has also
undertaken a restoration programme
in the Cunnery Road Cemetery and
our groundstaff are currently redesigning the beds in the Park. One
of our groundstaff has had first-hand
experience of entering the Britain in
Bloom competition and confirms that
we have, quite literally, a lot of ground
work to do (possibly four years) before
we are ready to enter the competition.
The Chairman of the Town Council
is a founder member of the Rectory
Wood and Field Interest Group which
has recently secured a £9,000 grant to
carry out surveys on the wildlife, make
a woodland plan and a management
plan. So we are moving, albeit slowly
but surely, in the right direction.
I apologise for the length of this letter,
but hope that it is informative.
Christine Harvey
Town Clerk
I am sure I am not alone in regretting
the demise of Focus Diary. The Diary
informed us about everything that is
going on in the town, it was a monthly
reminder of events that we wanted to
go to, and it was very useful to those
of us who run clubs and charities as a
means of attracting new members.
The new “What’s On” feature is
no substitute. It is too selective and
includes only a fraction of the events
that take place in the town. To get a
fuller picture one has to click onto the
Town Web Site
(www.churchstretton.co.uk/events.htm)
which has more than twice the number
of events. Not everyone in the town
is on the Internet and those who
probably relied most on the Diary are
the very people who do not use the
Internet, but are regular readers of
Focus.
The Focus is billed as a “Church and
Community” newspaper. The Focus
Diary was perhaps its most useful
feature for the Community. Please may
we have it back.
Robin Jukes-Hughes
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[letters continued]

I

am writing further to
my letter published in
the November edition,
concerning the Stretton
hum. I received no
feedback from readers, so assume it is
not a burning issue for them. However,
I would like a further opportunity to
correct inaccuracies in my original
letter.
At that time I believed that a factory
unit on the Mynd Estate was
responsible for both audible noise
and low frequency vibration. I now
have conclusive evidence that this
is not the case. The unit was indeed
responsible for noise and, once alerted
to it, the company made a lot of effort
to eliminate the problem. This they
have now achieved. The vibration and
noise arose at about the same time
and I assumed, incorrectly, that they
both had the same source. The factory
closed for Christmas yet the low
frequency hum continued, and still
does. I have written to the company
thanking them for their efforts to
reduce the noise, and apologising for
also attributing the infrasound hum to
them.
This still leaves the question of the
source of the hum. I have good
evidence that the problem arises from
ground vibration with buildings acting
as sound boxes. Measurements by
Environmental Health show that the
source has a frequency of 50Hz, which
suggests strongly that it is electrically
driven. There is another suspect in the
frame, but it may not be possible to
prove their involvement. I leave it at
that.
John Bennett

O

n the vexed topic of dog
fouling, an effective warden
would need telescopic night
vision as foxes, badgers, and other
wildlife make their contributions to
the problem. The warden is asked to
use his discretion but that leaves him
open to a charge of prejudice or lack of
impartiality.
I can understand of course that
animals cause diseases but they are also
necessary in towns as companions,
particularly for the disabled.
Mrs M D Gretton SEN SCA
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Focus on Faith

I

’m not much into the prediction sort of prophecy, but as I write, in February,
I’m prepared to bet it’s going to be an unusual Easter. After a Christmas
without holly, due, I’m told, to the dry Autumn causing the berries to fall
prematurely, we look set for Easter without daffodils!
Daffodils, bunnies and chicks seem to be the stuff of Easter, to judge from
the cards on sale. The only Christian symbols are flowery crosses. For all the
secularisation of Christmas, there are still plenty of cards with genuine reference
to the Christmas story: babies in mangers, Joseph with Mary on a donkey,
angels, shepherds, kings. Where, at Easter, are the empty tombs, the grave clothes
lying, Mary meeting Jesus in the garden? Where is the walk to Emmaus, Jesus
astonishing His disciples in the Upper Room, or cooking breakfast for them by
the lake? Not to mention an amazing catch of fishes [lovely subject for a card,
now where are my painting things....?]
To us as a nation, Easter seems primarily to mean a nice long weekend, hopefully
extended by dashing off on Maundy Thursday to beat the rush: and Spring at last!

D

o we know and treasure the Easter stories any more? Teach them to our
children? A few years ago, I spent an interesting Good Friday outside
Sainsbury’s in Burton-on-Trent, with the street evangelism team, asking
people if they knew why this was “Good” Friday. It was astonishing how many
knew little or nothing about the Easter Story.
Yet this is the very hub of history: when the God who designed and created the
whole universe met face to face with the powers of evil and rebellion, which seek
to spoil what he has made, and won the decisive battle. When the results of man’s
own turning against God were undone and a way opened (for those who choose to
go) back into the eternal joyful relationship with himself which he planned for us.
And the stories are crucial. The earliest Christians knew this. When St.Paul became
a Christian, only a few years after the first Easter, he tells us that the Apostles and
others were carefully passing on a list of resurrection witnesses -learned by heart- to
new believers, so they would have concrete evidence on which to base their faith.
(1 Corinthians 15:3-7 ). St.Paul had met the risen Jesus himself. It had turned him
from persecutor to the most committed, vigorous preacher of the Good News. He
knew that Jesus had really beaten death and must after all be whom He claimed to
be, none other than God himself. That the tomb was empty, that He had appeared
to others, too, merely confirmed what Paul knew from his own experience: and
that he wasn’t going mad! Those of us who know Jesus now are in much the same
position. Our personal experience is confirmed by the treasured stories passed
down by those who lived through those amazing days after the first Easter.
If you haven’t read the Easter stories for a bit, why not do so again between now
and Easter? You’ll find them at the end of all four Gospels. Easter will mean so
much more to you than a long weekend. And the sun will shine for you even if
it’s raining outside and the daffodils are all over.
Valerie Morris

Trivia Corner - No 5 by Ken Willis
1. Of what was Maria Montessori a pioneer?
2. Who was the first man to drive an automobile in excess of 300 mph?
3. In the 1870s, in Pennsylvania, the Molly Maguires were a secret organisation
of what type of workers?
4. Who said in his 1933 book, ‘The Shape of Things to Come’, that man will
create a world state and live happily in AD 2059?
5. What was the surname of Billie Jean King when she reached her first Wimbledon
Singles final in 1962?
(Answers on page 36)
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Short Story Competition – Runner-Up
In the March issue of Focus we published the winning entry
to the competition by Mr. Percy Edward Tarbuck. Now
we are pleased to publish the story submitted by Vanessa
Morgan, which the judges Sylvia Ann Baxter and Douglas
Grounds picked as runner-up.

Isaac the Charcoal Burner

I

saac stacked the last of the wood onto the pile. His back
ached. Not the usual niggling, nagging pain he got, but
a bent-back not able to straighten sort of pain. He was
32. The work was not difficult but arduous and there was
skill to it. Isaac had learnt all his skill from his father who
had also been a collier as charcoal burners were known then.
He had been helping his father since he was ten years old.
He would not light the fire tonight – tonight he needed to
sleep. His shelter consisted of cobbled together turfs and
branches. It was still summer, just, the weather was holding
out and it was well into September, if it could just hold out
this week, just for this burning and not too much wind,
he did not want the wood to flare up. He must be extra
vigilant
The blue-grey wood smoke curled around
Isaac. The early morning mist had gone from
Helmeth Wood and the brook below the wood
was now visible. It was getting low. Isaac
carried water from the stream to drink and to
damp down the fire so he would not have a
flare-up. In the night, he had seen the white
flashes of the badgers and heard the grunts and
snuffles, the screech of the hunting owls and
all the night noises of the wood. May was his
favourite month in Helmeth Wood. The wood was then a
blue-purple haze of bluebells interspersed with clumps of
wild garlic. The scent that drifted from them could not be
compared.

Isaac’s son George, a small, dark, gangly boy of ten became
enveloped in the smoke as though he had appeared from
nowhere and father and son were caught together, wreathed
in the smoke from the slow burning of the oak wood.
‘Hello Faither, Mam said I could bring yer bait today.
You’ve got bread and fresh butter and some cheese and a
bit o ham too and some beer. How are you Faither?’ Ben
can’t make it – his legs too bad.’
‘How do George, how be you? Too bad about Ben’
‘Faither can I help you, I could look after the clamp tonight
– you could get some rest, I could, I could do it Faither,
- what do you say?’
‘I say boy you will do no such thing…now I’ve told you

APRIL 2004 mag

Isaac watched as George, turned about reluctantly and
started the walk back to Cwms Cottage. Their cottage lay
alone between the Caradoc and Willstone hills. Isaac would
have to think about getting a new partner soon. Ben was
79 and his leg was getting too bad to do the walking, but he
did not want his son to help him, not as things were. Soon
there would not be nearly so much need for charcoal. Coal
was being used to smelt the iron now over in the Gorge so
Isaac had heard. Coal was the thing. It was being burnt
same as wood, but it was turned into coke first and it was
easier to come by than charcoal. It took 7 tons of wood to
make one ton of charcoal. Some times on a clear day there
would be smoke over that way ballooning into the air. Isaac
had not been…not yet, he’d heard tales of the foundries, the
clay works and potteries and how they powered them. He
would like to see for him self. He could not stop progress
and progress seemed to happen at a fast old
rate from what he had heard.
Isaac tore a piece of bread off the loaf and took
a long draught of the beer…’that’s good’ he
said to no one.

Isaac wondered what Beth and the children were doing back
home. He hoped his friend, Benjamin would be along later
to watch the burning while Isaac rested tonight. Ben and
he had worked together these past 22 years, they had spent
Springs and Summers together burning charcoal day and
night.
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before, you must help yer Mother with the animals, what
with you having a new brother or sister soon…she needs
you at home, now be a good boy and help her’
‘but Faither you’ll be by yourself, all night again if Ben
doesn’t make it…’
‘I’ll be alright boy,…now you go on with you…’

The wind was getting up. It built up to a roar
and the trees in the wood swayed and bent as
if in anger and seemed not to rest. He’d have
to move the loo. This was a shield of twigs and
bracken woven together to stop the wind from
flaring the clamp. Isaac knew the wind could drop just as
soon as it had started this time of year. He remembered as
a boy he had been afraid of the wind, especially in the pitch
black of night. Ben had said the wind in the trees was like
the noise of the sea, restless as the waves crashing on the
shore. In the wood, a storm meant branches cracked and
broke and whole trees could be ripped from the earth. Isaac
was still afraid of the wind.
The Caradoc rose up from the bottom of Isaac’s clamp and
he couldn’t see the top from where he was. He’d climbed
it a few times. Isaac was alone now. He would watch the
clamp as best he could. Next month, October, he’d make
that journey to the Gorge and see for him self…..yes that’s
what he’d do…
Vanessa Morgan

Belvedere Guest House.

Don and Rita Rogers have been running the well known
and much respected Belvedere Guest House in Church
Stretton for 22 years, but have now decided to sell up and
retire, though not surprisingly, they are retiring to the
Church Stretton Area. Happily, the new owners, Don and
Eva Lovejoy with their young family, intend to carry on
running the Belvedere as a guest house
April 2004
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Church Stretton Town Council
Synopsis of the minutes of the Town Council Meeting of
Monday 16th February 2004
PLANNING - District Decisions
•Erection of a dwelling and garage, 51 Stretton Farm Road.
Approved with conditions, including that the site shall be
developed with one single storey dwelling only.
•Erection of an ancillary domestic outbuilding, 7 Poplar
Drive. Approved providing outbuilding is not used in
connection with any trade or business.
•Erection of 8 dwellings, land off Church Street (22-34
Church Street). Approved subject to several conditions.
•Erection of 3 holiday accommodation units, Oakbank,
Cunnery Road. Approved with conditions including that no
person occupies any part of the accommodation for a period
of more than 2 consecutive weeks.
•Erection of extension to dwelling, Brockhurst Barn,
Brockhurst. Approved subject to conditions.
•Erection of replacement garage and carport, Dudgeley
House, All Stretton. Approved with condition that the
property shall not be occupied as a separate dwelling.
•Erection of an agricultural building, Brook Farm, Little
Stretton. Prior approval of the siting, design and external
appearance of the development is required.
PLANNING – Town Council Responses to District
•Formation of an access ramp and entrance, Barclays Bank,
29 Sandford Avenue. No objection, but concerns expressed
about restriction of pavement width.
•Erection of a dwelling and garage, 110 Sandford Avenue.
Strong objections.
•Erection of an extension, conservatory and domestic
outbuilding, Summerhill, Ludlow Road, Little Stretton.
No objection.
•Erection of conservatory, 6 Victoria Court, Cunnery Road.
No objection.
•Erection of two dwellings, plots adjacent to Clivedon,
Clive Avenue. This application has been withdrawn.
•Lopping of 2 trees, Old Rectory Cottage, Burway Road.
No objection.
•Erection of a dwelling, between 123 & 129 Watling Street
South. Objection. It was noted that a similar previous
application for this site had been refused by SSDC.
•Felling of an Ash tree, adjacent to 1 Rectory Gardens,
Burway Road. Objection because of the threat to the
stability of the wall. The advice of the County Trees Officer
should be sought.
•Erection of extension to dwelling, Hawkstone, Hazler
Crescent. Report awaited.
•Erection of a dwelling and extension to existing shop and
flat, 8 Sandford Avenue. Report awaited.
•Erection of a Conservatory and a Domestic Garage, 21
Swains Meadow. Report awaited.
Affordable Housing
The suggested development behind the school was discussed
but the Council can take no formal action until a planning
application has been submitted.
There was a possibility of 20 affordable homes being built
on Street Meadow, which would meet most of the needs
identified in the Housing Needs Survey. It was important
Stretton Focus
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that development boundary breaches should only be for
‘social housing’ and not ‘affordable’, as affordable housing
does not necessarily remain as such for long, whereas social
housing has a control attached which retains its affordability
over time.
Tourist Information Centre
Concerns were expressed about the internal alterations
proposed and the effect they would have on hirers. The TIC
area is to be reduced by one-third to accommodate more
books and make the library better for customers. A letter
is to be sent to the Regional Librarian, expressing the wish
that in future the Council be kept fully informed of any
plans for the Library/TIC
Tree Cover in Church Stretton
A meeting had taken place involving the Town Council,
SSDC, CPRE, Stretton Civic Society, etc. to look at existing
Tree Preservation Orders and Conservation Areas and how
best to move forward for the benefit of the town. SSDC
will shortly be looking at the extensions to the Conservation
Area.
CHURCH STRETTON PARTNERSHIP
Proposed constitution
Considerable concern was expressed that it was intended the
Partnership meetings would be held in private, with only
selected parts of the minutes being publicised.
Strategic Action Plan. - Feedback from public meeting
9 letters had been received, all expressing great concern over
the projects being put forward by the Partnership. These
letters are to be copied to the Chairman of the Partnership.
Councillors were concerned that the projects seem to be
‘written in stone’, despite doubts being expressed at the
public meeting on 27 January. The feedback the Council is
getting from residents is that of frustration, as the projects
seem to be pressed forward and cannot be controlled.
The Youth Hostel Project was an excellent idea and
supported by the Town Council, as was the Education and
Training Project. Most of the other projects were of concern
and needed to be looked at in detail. The Railway Station
project was the biggest concern as it was considered it would
not be sustainable and its inclusion could jeopardise other
projects. It was generally felt that it would be far better to
see a viable improvement at the station to complement the
town. The Leisure Centre project was also a concern as it
was feared that this too would not be financially sustainable
in the long-term. A group of Councillors were to look
at the projects in detail and present detailed views to the
Chairman of the Partnership.
Church Stretton Website
A ‘message board’ facility was introduced a few days after
the 27 January public meeting at the School. This enables
anyone to input their comments direct onto the website
on matters relating to the town and its development. Any
comments received would be passed on to the appropriate
organisation.
[continued on next page]
April 2004
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[Town Council Minutes continued from previous page]
A draft directive for public websites has been published by the
SCC which will become a directive for SCC and SSDC, but
only suggested as ‘good practice’ for Town/Parish Councils.
SSDC has now placed planning applications on their site, but
not yet with the plans. The SSDC website now caters for the
visually impaired and provides information for residents in
different languages. The possibility of providing our site with
the tourist-related information in French, German, Spanish,
and Italian was being progressed. Our site is well used with
600-700 hits per week.
MISS CANN BEQUEST
Unexpectedly, a further sum of money has been forwarded by
Miss Cann’s solicitor in respect of her estate. It was resolved to
forward half of the amount received to Mayfair Community
Centre in accordance to the wishes of Miss Cann as expressed
in her Will, with the balance being placed in the Council’s
“Miss Cann Bequest” account for use as appropriate.
Don Clow

Roman Catholic Voice
Sunny Easter?

I

sometimes wonder if one could celebrate
the wonder of a new year in the middle of
spring. It would work like this; You would
get in the symbolic goodies which characterise the new years
eve, wait with baited breath for the midnight chimes of Big
Ben and then wish anyone who happened to be around a
‘Happy New Year’-and it would be, say, April the eleventh.
When you think about it, Jewish, Chinese, Orthodox and
other religious new years come at different times in our
year, so there doesn’t seem to be a problem. Of course, there
are others who feel that all the palaver which happens at any
of these arbitrary days is not worth losing sleep over, so they
go to bed. After all, one day is as good as another.
So why do we attach so much importance to the bewitching
symbolism of Christmas Midnight Mass, or stand on the
top of a high mountain to see the rising of the sun on Easter
morn? Perhaps it is hidden in the depths of the human
psyche - the fact that we need to see progress, rather like we
look for mile stones in a fog. The rising of the sun on Easter
morning is not only a reminder of Christ my sun, who
has risen again and dies no more, it is, for me, a promise,
the beginning of a new stage in my relationship with the
God who made me in his own image and likeness. It is also
something which is part of my psychological make up. The
natural and the divine are alive in me. I need the divine in
my life as much as I need the natural. We live in the ambit
of the sun. Without it we die, with it we flourish. Easter is
not just a feast to celebrate, it is the other part of our life.
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W

ork planned for this spring by members of the
Church Stretton Area Tourism Group includes:

Monthly tidying of the railway area, led by John Bennett
(723370).
Monthly painting parties of fence posts, railings, gates etc.,
led by Bill Forsythe (724100).
Monthly litter picking parties organised by John Woolmer
(751245).
Monthly pavement sweeping in town centre, led by Eileen
Roberts (720086).
Tidying of blight and neglected areas, organised by the
Scouts & Brian Faulkner (723567).
Seasonal washing of signs, party organised by Martin Husak
(722444).
New volunteers will always be given a very warm welcome.
If you think you could spare an hour or so to help keep the
Strettons clean and tidy, do please contact the organiser(s)
of your choice.
We also plan a repeat of last year’s many hanging baskets,
introduced so successfully by Richard Pepper and Tony
Smith and supported by the many shopkeepers: they gave
so much colour and pleasure to both residents and visitors
in our main streets. This year we hope to colour co-ordinate
with the Town Council planters to guarantee a spectacular
show.
The new Where to Stay, Eat and Drink in and around
Church Stretton booklet has been produced by Barrie
Raynor and is already achieving very favourable comments.
Sincere apologies are offered to the very many shopkeepers,
businesses and individuals who have contributed to the
Shopping Directory for the delay in printing. The booklet
will be appearing in the near future.
Finally, we hope to begin an access survey on behalf of the
disabled in the Strettons. Teams will be visiting all the retail
outlets and public buildings, asking owners and landlords
about their voluntary plans to improve access (especially for
wheelchair-users) and offering them advice for grant aid.
We shall also be noting any particular difficulties with kerbs
and pavements.
Anyone with an interest in this, do please contact
Eileen Roberts on 720086.
Church Stretton Area Tourism Group

At the end of one of the earliest Christian Easter hymns,
called the ‘Exultet’, we have: ‘May the Morning Star which
never sets, Christ, the Morning Star, shed his peaceful light
on mankind.’
The sun will shine this Easter.

Spring Cleaning

Answers to Trivia Corner - No 5
1. Education 2. Sir Malcolm Campbell
4. H G Wells 5. Billie Jean Moffat

Fr Joseph Donlan
April 2004
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Church Stretton Food Fayre, 2004

T

he Food Fayre committee continues to be busy
lining up a variety of attractions for this year’s event.
It is pleased to announce significant sponsorship
from pets@home for the proposed dog-show, with other
sponsorship bids in the pipeline. Through the auspices of
the Chamber of Trade, local businesses are offering to help
in a variety of ways, including the possibility of a ‘Promise
Auction’. The Town Council is affording us the use of
Brooksbury Field for car parking, so dogs and owners will
be close to their vehicles to shelter from the tropical sun
that we are anticipating on Sunday 11th July!

not to mention the Round Table indulging in
their ‘agri-games’ and who will be up for the
Bucking Bronco challenge?

On that day, over 60 food and drink stalls will be spread down
Churchway, the closed off Square and the top end of Sandford
Ave. The Heart of England cookery theatre and school, craft
fair and dog show will be sited this year on Russell’s Meadow,
together with a host of other displays and activities, all leavened
with the strains of wandering minstrels and bands to suit all
tastes. Helicopter rides will again give a bird’s eye view of young
and old at play on a range of rides, circus and funfair activities,

We would love to hear from still more volunteers and
people with ideas for making this year’s Fayre even more
successful than last. Community involvement is crucial to
the success and future of ambitious festivals, so please don’t
hesitate to contact me, Bob Welch, on 01694 7247409, or
Eileen Roberts on 01694 720086 if you would like to help
in any way at all. You will be made very welcome!
Bob Welch

The committee is repeating the popular
Guided Walks, with differing routes, of course, over the
whole weekend and an expanded Ale Trail will run around
the eight surrounding villages from the Friday evening
through all of Saturday, expecting the same good-humoured
standards of behaviour as last year. A free firkin is on offer
for the pub selling the most tickets.

Rectory Wood and Field Interest Group

E

xciting news was given to ten members of the
Group on 25th February, by Sue Cooper, AONB
Community Officer. An award of £9,000 has been
given to the Group by the Local Heritage Initiative, half
of which will be spent on getting experts to carry out a
number of surveys on birds, bats, reptiles, amphibians,
small mammals and a woodland plan, before developing
an overall management plan. It is hoped the surveys
will be completed by the end of June, and the final
management plan is expected to be finished by late July or
early August.
Meantime, it is planned that, at last, some much needed
practical work can be started, initially with the help and
expertise of the growing and successful National Trust
Tuesday Taskforce, along with the guidance of Harvey
Morgan, ranger and AONB specialist. Hopefully, paths will
be cleared, fallen trees will be removed, there will be health
and safety inspired repairs to fences, gates and stiles and

a survey of the pools. Eventually it may be that volunteer
Friends of Rectory Wood could take on much of the
management with regular tidying and maintenance work.
Further grants could be applied for to develop the nature
trail, establish educational signage, create resting stops,
plant more trees and shrubs and improve access to this
potentially beautiful wood.
Progress reports, with illustrated news and descriptions
of the various surveys will be presented to the public on
Rectory Field on 3rd May, Bank Holiday Monday, when
the annual bluebell walk will also be taking place. Posters
advertising this, and other bird and bat walks, will be
displayed around the town in April. Further details are
available from Sue Cooper on 01588 674080, or from the
Town Council office on 722113 (10am – 12pm). Anyone
wanting to lend a practical hand with working parties,
please ring John Woolmer on 751245.
John Woolmer

Weather - February 2004

A

fter a wet start, the month of February levelled out to
become much colder and dry. In the first week we had
over an inch of rain and it was very mild, so much so that
the night of the 4th/5th notched up a record high temperature
for the night time of 51F. After the 8th the month became colder
and the first frost of the month occurred although the weather
remained fairly mild until the 18th when the very cold weather
began and lasted until the end of the month and beyond. A run
of 12 consecutive frosts set in until the 28th/29th.
The warmest day was the 3rd with 58F recorded. The mean
February temperature was 42.70F, well above last years
40.18F. Rainfall (plus snow) was a little down on last year,
2.04 inches compared with 2.32 and so well below the
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average 3.10 inches. The longest dry spell
was 6 days but it was only interrupted by
the lowest of measurable rainfall otherwise,
from the 18th onwards the weather was
predominantly dry. Snow pellets fell on the
26th and there was some overnight snow on the 27th.
Throughout the month the wind was predominately from
the north or north-west, contrary to our usual pattern of
south-west wind but, of course, that was why we had the
dry but cold weather. All in all we got away with it very
lightly compared with the heavy snow recorded in Wales,
the south-west and eastern England.
Robert Smart
April 2004
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Dad’s Meat Loaf

Quaker Voice
Belonging

W

e moved here from Eastbourne in December and
from day one we have felt Church Stretton was
‘home’ even though we are still learning quite basic
things about the area. Feeling at home in Church Stretton
Quaker meeting was easy; we were known from the times we
have visited on holiday. But belonging to a community isn’t
just about knowing and being known; it’s also about being
a part of the giving and receiving of care. Our neighbours
quickly took us under their collective wing, arranging lifts to
the WI, explaining about green boxes etc.
I have been thinking about the different traditions in the
different church communities, about who ‘belongs’ and how
this is related to their history. Some churches were historically
the church to which everyone belonged; others started as small
groups of worshippers separated from the national church.
Quaker history starts in the mid 1600’s, a time of political
and religious upheaval, the Civil War and Oliver Cromwell. It
was also the first time that news and opinions could travel fast
among ordinary people with an explosion of printed pamphlets
written in very inflammatory language. Quakers were one of
a large number of groups that seemed to challenge the status
quo. The authorities of the time tried to suppress these groups,
for example by banning public meetings of more than eight
people. Quakers were imprisoned for not going to church, not
paying tithes, not swearing an oath of allegiance (they wouldn’t
and won’t swear oaths). Seventeenth century Quakers had a
twofold problem - they needed to differentiate themselves from
some of the most way out ‘hippy’ groups and they needed to
care for those of their number who were in trouble because of
their Quaker beliefs.
Some of our friends have been surprised when we have
talked about ‘having our membership transferred’. Given
the historical background, the transfer formalities are less
surprising. Historically it was necessary to have a system for
formally telling Church Stretton Quaker Meeting that these
people really are Quakers, please take care of them. As in
most things like this, the paperwork and the reality are never
quite synchronised. We were actually doing our first duty
as doorkeepers, welcomers and coffee-makers on the Sunday
when our formal transfer came through. In fact we are just
being allowed to belong.
Lesley Richards

M

y Dad was a wonderful
cook, he did almost all
of the cooking when we four kids were young.
Unfortunately, he went to heaven without leaving a
cookbook behind! This is my effort to re-create his version
of a meat loaf. (I have added the garlic and the nutmeg – he
would NOT have done that!)
1.5 lbs minced beef
1 large onion, finely chopped
8oz mushrooms (chopped)
4oz wholemeal breadcrumbs
1 tablesp. chopped parsley
2 tablesp. Soy sauce
1 desertsp. tomato ketchup
1oz butter and a little oil

Grease well a 2lb loaf tin and line the base. Melt the butter
and oil in a pan and fry the onions, garlic and chopped
mushrooms until soft. Place the meats in a large bowl and
add the onions and the rest of the ingredients. MIX WELL.
Put mixture into the loaf tin. Bake in a 375F pre-heated
oven for 50 minutes. Reduce heat to 350F for a further 30
minutes. You can serve it with almost anything but it does
need some thick, dark, rich gravy…but of course you know
how to make that. Tasty.
“Her Ladyship”

Plants Wanted
Plants are wanted for the Spring Plant Fair at Attingham
Park on Sunday 9 May 2004, starting at 11.00am.
If you are an enthusiastic gardener who would like to grow
plants on behalf the National Trust, please contact:
Tina Salter, Attingham Park, Shrewsbury, SY4 4TP,
telephone 01743 708161
Household Rubbish Collection Arrangements Easter 2004
There will be no collection of domestic refuse on
Good Friday and Easter Monday
Friday April 9th to Friday April 16th
All rubbish collections will be made one day later
than usual

.

Rotary Club

We had a most successful Quiz night at the Sylvester Horne
Institute on 20th February. Over £450 was raised for local
charities. Many thanks to all those who supported us at this
most enjoyable event.

Mayfair Lottery Result for February
No 117
426
455
75

Friday collections will be made on Saturday.
Please put out your refuse by 7.00 am on collection day,
and no earlier than the previous evening.
Green Box and Green Sack collections where applicable,
will be made on the revised day, as described above.

£100
£50
£20
£10
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8oz minced pork
2 cloves crushed garlic
1 tablesp. Plain flour
salt and black pepper
0.5 teasp. nutmeg
1 teasp. mixed herbs
2 large eggs (beaten)

If in doubt, please telephone 01584 813396-8
April 2004
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Out and About

Stretton Choral Society

A

pril sees the National Trust offering varied
programmes after the winter break, and at
Attingham Park, as well as Easter Trails on 9th,
10th, 11th &12th April 12 – 5pm there will be Easter
cake making in the kitchen on 10th April 12-4pm, an
Easter Bonnet Competition on 11th April 12-4pm, Egg
Rolling on 12th April 1– 4pm, and for those of us who can
face the world very early in the morning, a Dawn Chorus
Walk & Breakfast on 17th April 5.30am.
Croft Castle is putting on a walk with Dr. Keith Ray
entitled ‘An Historic Landscape’ on 16th April 2pm
If you would like to put a question to Denis Healey, Shrewsbury
Music Hall is presenting Healey’s World on Thursday 8th
April 7.30pm, when he takes on the role of international
photographer, taking a tour of the globe illustrated with his own
photographs. He talks about his life in politics and the people he
met, with time for questions from the audience.
European Ballet will perform Sleeping Beauty for one
night only on Sunday 11th April 7.30pm at the Ludlow
Assembly Rooms (Box Office 01584 878141), an Easter
treat for all ages, with colourful sets, lavish costumes and a
magnificent Tchaikovsky score.
You can find out more about the elusive otter and crayfish
and other species that live in or near the River Severn
in Tails of the Riverbank, a talk by Andy Graham, the
Worcestershire Wildlife Trust’s Water for Wildlife Project
Officer at the Secret Hills, Craven Arms on Wednesday
21th April 7.30pm. Further details from 01588 676000.

Rotary Blackpool Holiday 2004
For those Senior Citizens who are young at heart
Thursday 15th July – Thursday 22nd July
Price per person: £118 sharing and £137
single. This includes transport to and from
your home, coach to and from your hotel
in Blackpool, en-suite room, full board, coach outings
and optional entertainments.
Participants need to be able to climb at least one flight of
stairs. For more information telephone Darrol Harrison,
01694 720177 or Len Bolton, 01694 724579.
Closing date 10th April

T

he Choral Society is currently in rehearsal for their
next concert ‘Mozart in May’. They will sing Ave
Verum Corpus, Solemn Vespers, Regina Coeli, and the
Mass in C, which will be performed by Ensemble Musicale
with David Hart as musical director and organist David
Goodall in Church Stretton School on Saturday May 8th
at 7.30pm. Singing with the choir will be Harriet Goodwin
(mezzo-soprano), Paul Moorcroft (bass), Catherine Mason
(soprano) and Stephen Carey (tenor). Stephen is a member
of the School of Music at the University of Alamaba and has
appeared as a soloist all across the United States. Ensemble
Musicale, who have contributed so much to the overall
quality of our concerts, will be playing for a 4th season.
Punch and shortbread will be provided – always an important
part of the evening’s enjoyment. From the beginning of April
tickets, including refreshment, will be on sale from Burway
Books (and choir members) at £8 (adult) and £3 (children).
For further information contact Pam Cole (01694 723604)
or Philip Lane Clark (01694 723294).
Pam Cole

Countrywomen’s Guild

I

f you are new to the area and would like to meet other
local women, this group might be for you. They meet
on the third Tuesday of each month at 2.15pm in the
Parish Centre, Church Stretton. Usually there is a speaker
followed by a cup of tea and a chat.
Last year the programme included talks on military music,
a trip down the Ganges, a coast to coast walk, a donkey
sanctuary, demonstrations on flower arranging and cookery.
This year there is an equally varied range of events. If you
would like more information contact chair woman, Judi
Willis, on 01694 722702.

Civil Service Retirement Fellowship,
Church Stretton Group

A

nyone who is recently retired can join this
organisation which is generally, but not exclusively,
for the benefit of retired civil servants who have
come to live in the town. The group meets at least 14
times a year and enjoys outings, If you would like more
information, contact the secretary, John L Davies, on
01694724703 and request a 2004 programme.

Mayfair I T Suite
Drop in Session every Wednesday 9.30am until 12.00pm for advice and guidance and internet access.
Latest course - Really easy beginners – Master the basics of Microsoft Windows, Word, e-mail and searching the web
plus guidance on buying a computer.
Course fee £20 plus £5 book. Starts Monday 15th March 2–4pm for 7 weeks
Contact Jackie Mantle (Monday or Wednesday) on 01694 722077
If Monday is not suitable for you we may (dependent upon numbers) run a Wednesday afternoon class.
Jackie Mantle
Stretton Focus
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Occasional Advertisements
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Good Neighbours. Local people
providing help to local people

S?

EM
PROBL

IRONING SERVICE

COMPETITIVE RATES
FREE Local Collection & Delivery

01694 771883

THE BEAUTY ROOM
At the Raven Hotel, Much Wenlock
• Electrolysis • Waxing • Facial Treatments
• Manicure/Pedicure • Eyebrow/Eyelash shaping and tinting
• Reflexology • Massage • Body Treatment
All consultations in confidence and free of charge
Please call Pauline 01952 727251

We exist to help the elderly in the Strettons &
surrounding district. This is just some of what we do:
Transport by car for medical care; Daily delivery of
Meals on Wheels; Thursday Day Centre.
Support for bereavement and volunteer
home visiting.
For more details please call us on 01694
724242

Don’t want to do D-I-Y?

Paul Jones
Electrician

For repairs, maintenance and property
improvements
with care and consideration

Domestic and Commercial
Specialising in:
Fuse box upgrades
Electric heating
House/Farm rewires,
Outside/Security Lighting
01588 660793, 07970 438129

call Phil Bollom 01694 771433

Specialist Cooker Services
Cast Iron Service
Oil and Solid Fuel Cooker Specialists
Aga Service & Maintenance
We buy and sell pre-owned Agas
PAUL SAUNDERS

Gordon & Sue welcome you to

THE OLD COPPERS MALT HOUSE
Under New Management

Tel/Fax 01694 724395

Contact: Richard Mulford

Refurbished Restaurant - Bar Menu
Pensioner’s Lunches Monday - Friday
Comfortable No Smoking Walkers’ Lounge
With Dogs Welcome
Real Ales
Easter Sunday Lunch 11th April
3 Courses £12.45
Call 01694 720037 to reserve a table

For an informal discussion
Tel: 01694 724873
Mobile: 07792 493763
Email: southshropshiremktg@hotmail.com
heatherandrich@mcmuff.freeserve.co.uk

Alterations, Plastering, Plumbing, Bathroom &
Kitchen fitting, Floor & Wall Tiling, Fireplaces,
Windows & Conservatories installed,
Fencing, Slabbing, and much more.
Tel: Andrew Longville 07813 278108

J J LAWRENCE A.S.F.A., A.C.I.B., A.I.F.P.
Independent Financial Planning Consultant

A & B SMITH

Mobile 07974 807059

SOUTH SHROPSHIRE MARKETING
Delivering tailor made business solutions
BSc (Hons) Marketing CIM Dip Mktg

You want advice on a full range of financial planning from a
consultant who is:
Highly Professional, Qualified, Honest and Trustworthy
Totally Independent Available when convenient to YOU!
Able to offer fee or commission basis
Offering a discrete and personal service
Call Jeremy Lawrence on 01694 725580
for a free informal appointment with No Obligation.
Authorised and Regulated by the Financial Services
Authority
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A. J. HOME & GARDEN SERVICES

Corgi Reg No 197466

Domestic Appliance Warehouse (Est. over 20 years)
Specialising in New/Factory Seconds
Electric & Gas Cookers, Ranges, Hobs, Fires
Fridges, Freezers, Washing Machines
Tumble Driers, Microwave Ovens
Built-in Appliances
(Over 200 appliances on display)
MAIN CALOR GAS STOCKIST & LPG SPECIALISTS
FREE LOCAL DELIVERY
01588 673647
Long Lane Industrial Estate, Craven Arms
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