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What’s On in

If you wish to know the times of regular meeting

1 Monday

Flicks in the Sticks
‘The Hurt Locker’ (Cert 15)
7.30pm CS School

See Page 37

Shropshire Literary Society
Talk by Douglas Grounds
7.30pm CS Library (rear entrance)

See Page 35

2 Tuesday

Engaging Issues
A response to ‘Living with Myths’
Speaker: Mike Bourke
7.30pm URC

See Page 29

3 Wednesday

Stretton Climate Care
Speaker: Dr Chris Endacott followed by a
short AGM and refreshments.
7.30pm St Laurence’s Church

Long Mynd Camera Club
“Nature in Focus” Jim Almond
7.30pm URC Hall

5 Friday & 6 Saturday

AS Amateur Dramatic Society
Junior Members
‘The Seriously Ugly Sisters’ and
‘A Fisherman’s Friend’ £4, £1.50
7.30 AS Village Hall

See Page 41

5 Friday

Country Market
9.15-11.45am Mayfair

Churches Together in the Strettons
Prayers for Peace
St Laurence’s Church between 10.00am and
4.00pm

Photo: Yvonne Beaumont
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On in the Strettons in November

3

gular meetings of societies and groups, please consult the list of societies and their contacts in the yellow pages.

Mayfair
Cookie and Christmas crafts demonstrations
1.30-3.30pm Mayfair

See Page 18

6 November
RNLI

Market Stall with Christmas cards, calendars,
diaries and small gifts
Please come and support us
9.30am-3.00pm The Square,

Book Sale
Bargains for everyone – don’t miss it! Admission 50p Children free.
10.00am-2.00pm SHI

Jumble Sale
Proceeds in aid of the upkeep of St. Andrew’s
Church, Hope Bowdler.
10.30am-1.30pm. CS Parish Centre

See Page 35

St Peter’s Autumn Craft Fair
Christmas Gifts, Refreshments
11am-4pm Rushbury Village Hall

7 Sunday

“All Souls” service for the bereaved
6.00pm St Laurence’s Church

See Page 29

8 Monday

Stretton and Shropshire Cancer Care
Speaker: Alison Benbow, British Association
of Nutritional Therapists
2.30pm Mayfair

Church Stretton Women’s Institute
Annual General Meeting
7.15pm SHI

Methodist Wives and Friends
Peter Koenig talks about being ‘A Master
Locksmith’
8.00pm Methodist Hall

The Ultimate Gift Fair
For Breast Cancer Care £4.50
Noon-8.00pm Parish Centre

See Page 17

Mayfair
The Digital Switchover
Talk on help available.
2–3.00pm Mayfair

See Page 18
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See Page 38

Flicks in the Sticks Hope Bowdler
‘From Time to Time’ Tkts £4/£2 7.30pm HB VH

See Page 37

Church Stretton Tree Group
Woodland Management
Talk by Brian Barker
7.30pm Methodist Church Hall

See Page 42

Mayfair
‘Tour of Mont Blanc’ Illustrated talk by
Charles Simmonds £3 7 for 7.30pm Mayfair

See Page 18

12 Friday

Country Market 9.15-11.45am Mayfair
Church Stretton Senior Citizens Club
Sue Thomas on Flower Arrangements
2.30pm URC Hall

13 Saturday
RNLI

Stall with Christmas cards, calendars, diaries
and small gifts. Please come and support us
9.30am-3.00pm The Square,

Stepping Stones Nursery
Table Top Sale and Christmas Fair. Free
entry, refreshments, tombola, stalls etc.
Tables £5.00 (To book contact Jenny Davies
01694 724513). 10 – 12 Parish Centre.

CS School Annual Craft Fayre
10.00am-4.00pm

See Page 35

CS Amnesty Group
Signing and sending of greetings cards to
prisoners of conscience.
10 am-12.30 pm URC Hall

See Page 27

Severn Hospice Evening
Talk on Capt. James Cook and slide show of
New Zealand today
7.30pm Mayfair See Page 35

14 Sunday

Remembrance Sunday Parade
9.30am from CS Social Club to St Laurence’s
Church.
10.55am (approx) Service at War Memorial

Remembrance Service
10.00am St Laurence’s Church

See Page 29

CS Methodist Church
Tea followed by “Wartime Reminiscences”
All welcome.
For information or a lift call Ann Cooke on
723205
4.30pm Methodist Church Hall

15 Monday

Local Carers Support Group
Quiz Evening with Ken Willis
7.45pm start CS and District Club

Shropshire Literary Society
Talk by Dr David Howard
7.30pm CS Library (rear entrance)

16 Tuesday

Church Stretton CoffeeCraft Launch
Coffee, cake, company and a craft activity.
10.30am-12.30pm Mayfair

See Page 27

Countrywomen’s Guild
Michael Turner “Acton Scott 1975 to the
Present”
Visitors welcome £2
2.15pm Parish Centre

All Stretton Women’s Institute
AGM, Keeping Alpaca – Jean Huff
7.30pm AS Village Hall

Royal British Legion – CS Branch
Poppy Concert by “The Jigsaw Choir'.
7.30pm CS School Theatre

See Page 7

17 Wednesday

Long Mynd Camera Club
Club Competition Subject Transport
7.30pm URC Hall

Ethiopia on and off the Beaten Track
Illustrated talk by Phil Marsh and Jenny
Howard. Donations to SHAPE
7.30pm HB VH

See Page 38

18, 19 20 Thursday-Saturday
The Dorrington Players

“Murder in May” Tickets £5 from John
Thomas,and Burway Books £6 on the night.
7.30pm SHI See Page 24

continued on next page
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10 Wednesday

“Caring for God’s Acre” Sue Cooper
7.30pm Shropshire Hills Discovery Centre

november 2010

9 Tuesday

RSPB Craven Arms Branch
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4
18 Thursday

UNA CS Branch
Guides Centenary Celebration followed by
AGM
7.30pm Methodist Hall

Acton Scott Garden Club
‘The National Garden Scheme’ by Chris Neal
Admission £2.50
7.30pm Acton Scott VH

19 Friday

Country Market
9.15-11.45am Mayfair

Whalebone Concert
Live acoustic performance
Traditional folk/rock Tickets £6.at AS Shop
£7.50. Enquiries 01694 723 627 or
01694 720 006.7.30pm LS VH

Flicks in the Sticks All Stretton
‘An Education’ £4 tickets
Interval refreshments
7.30pm AS VH

See Page 37

UK to Beijing - by Bicycle
Inspirational Talk with
breathtaking photography.
Tickets £7
7.30pm CMV Pavilion

See Page 32

20 Saturday

Christmas Lights and Fayre
Street Fayre, Christingle Service 4.00pm, at
St. Laurence’s Church Sabrina Brass Band,
Switch On by Father Christmas in The Square
2.00-7.00pm CS Town Centre
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See Page 8

A Musical Feast
Shrewsbury Concert Band & More Singers.
£7 (U18 £3)
7.30 Rushbury VH

See Page 24

Ticklerton Folk Dance
8.00 pm till late Ticklerton Village Hall

22 Monday

Shropshire Ornithological Society
A Shropshire Birder’s Year by Jim Almond
Visitors welcome. £2, including refreshments
7.30pm Methodist church

CS and District Flower Club
Sandra Snell ‘Images of Christmas’
7.30pm AS Village Hall

26 Friday

Fun Quiz Evening
Tickets £5 inc refreshments
7.30pm Parish Centre

See Page 35

Country Market

28 Sunday

9.15-11.45am Mayfair

Church Stretton Senior Citizens Club
Mary Guest “Communicating with deaf-blind
people”
2.30pm URC Hall

27 Saturday

Stretton and Shropshire Cancer Care
Christmas Bazaar Entry Free
10.00am-12 noon SHI

See Page 21

St. Laurence’s Church
welcomes Bishop Michael Nazir Ali as guest
preacher at 9.30am & 11.05am services

See Page 29

Engaging Issues
Annual Lecture
‘Conviction and Conflict’ Speaker Michael
Nazir-Ali
7.00pm URC

See Page 29

30 Tuesday

CS Mayoral Charity Ball

CS and District Gardening Club

Longmynd Hotel
6.30 – midnight

‘The History and Organisation of the
Shrewsbury Flower Show. Malcolm Booth
7.30pm SHI

See Page 35

Cancer Research UK
Quiz night with Ken Willis
Tickets £5 from 722713 or 723773
Tea and coffee available
7.00 - 7.30pm SHI

December 2 Thursday

Tuesday Day Centre Coffee Morning
10am-12noon 39 Churchill Road
All welcome.

New Focus Website

T

his month we mark an exciting and important new step in the
development of Stretton Focus with the launch of our website. Since its
start in 1967 as a four page insert, the magazine has steadily evolved
with many significant milestones on its way. In recent years these have included
becoming computerised, moving to a magazine format and the introduction of
colour pages. With the enormous growth of the internet for communicating, we
feel that we should explore this way of reaching more people in the Strettons,
particularly the younger residents to whom this medium is commonplace.
Realising that we could not create a website ourselves, we have engaged a
partner, Source [brand communications] based in Shrewsbury. Guided by a team
led by Paul Miller, Source [brand communications] have designed and developed
the website to the stage that it is now ready to go live. There has been a lot of
work entailed in reaching this position and we are most grateful to them all for
the effort they have put into the project.
The website will not replace the printed magazine but complement it.
Initially it will be fairly simple but there is the capacity for much greater use in
the future if that seems the right way to go. On the centrefold there is an article
explaining the website. Do take a look at it and then, if you are able, look at the
website and let us know what you think. (see pages 22-23)
Mike Edmunds, Chairman, Stretton Focus

Photo Quiz - Where is it?
Last Month’s Photo

23 Tuesday

Peridot's
window
on the
High
Street

Mobility Awareness Day
10.00am-4.00pm– Mayfair Centre

See Page 18
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Friends of St Laurence’s Church

Answer in next month’s Focus

Photos: Nigel Strachan
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End of an Era?

D

The group at the school fete in 1979

Performing in the Square, Shrewsbury, 1986

Grand Half Price Book Sale

Saturday 6th November 2010 Silvester Horne Institute
10.00am – 2.00pm (NB. not 4.00pm)
Proceeds to Mayfair Community Centre.
Admission: Adults 50p, Children free
There will be the usual selection of books of all kinds,
paperback and hardback, fiction and non-fiction, for
readers of all ages, (adults and children), all in good
condition.
There will also be Cds, DVDs, CD ROMs and some maps.
To clear as much stock as possible before the winter, all
items will be sold at half the marked price!
Light refreshments – tea, coffee and biscuits – will be
available.
I am always ready to receive donations of saleable, good
quality , up to date books, compact discs and DVDs,
but please not tapes or videos. Books can be left for me
at Mayfair. Alternatively, I will arrange collection. If,
necessary, please telephone me on 01694 723292.
Tony Crowe
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material and different exercises, such as Pilates. My faithful
core of girls keep coming, but we really do need new blood
to help us survive. We don’t take ourselves too seriously and
often exercise our chuckle muscles more than anything else.
We recently lost another original, Vi, to sunny Rhyl so our
numbers, on a good night, are now down to 6-8.
If anyone fancies getting fit in a fun way, with a great
bunch of ladies, please give me a ring. You can find my
details in the yellow pages of Focus.
Chris Harvey

november 2010

ue to lack of support, I am seriously having to
consider closing my Wednesday evening keep fit
class. I have agonised over this decision for months,
but unless new blood is found, it will be no longer possible
to continue.
This led me to think about how it all started back in
1977. I had just had my first child and was in need of
some serious toning and exercise. A new keep fit class was
advertised at the Men’s Club (now more ‘PC’ known as the
Social Club!) in Essex Road. So off I went one Wednesday
evening, not knowing what to expect, only to find the room
absolutely packed with ladies of all ages, with no room to
swing the proverbial cat, let alone our arms! The class was
being run by Jan and Kath from Bayston Hill’s J&K Keep
Fit – two ultra-fit ladies in leotards which made the rest of
us, covered up in trousers and baggy T-shirts look even more
in need of some remodelling! They explained how the class
would run and that it was exercise to music – just follow
them and away you go! As soon as the music started I was
hooked. All sorts of tunes were played (such as the Shadows
‘Apache’ and the Seekers ‘The Carnival is Over’ etc), some
while we were standing and some while we were on the
floor. By the end of the session I was buzzing and couldn’t
wait until the next one. And so the love affair with this
form of exercise began. The numbers soon settled down to a
manageable class and we all quickly became friends and had
a good laugh as well as our weekly dose of exercise.
Over the years people came and went, venues changed,
but the core few remained. In the early 1980’s Jan and
Kath started to come on alternate weeks and so I began to
help them with the class, even daring to make up my own
routines to slot in. I remember the very first one was Dr.
Hook’s ‘Years from Now’ and this is still a favourite today.
During this time, we did many displays for fetes around
the county, including joining forces with the Bayston Hill
class for a display in the Square in Shrewsbury in 1986. I
always remember one we did at Dorrington Show, among
the cow pats on a very damp field – how glamorous! The
crème of the Bayston Hill girls also regularly entered a team
in the British Keep Fit national competitions, even appearing
on TV in the 1980’s. Whilst never being quite supple
enough to be in those teams, I have been an adjudicator
at some of the competitions which were held around the
country which was quite an honour.
Jan and Kath eventually called it a day and so I took
over the Church Stretton class in the early 1990’s and after
moving our venues between the schools and URC hall we
eventually found our present home at the Silvester Horne
Institute. During the 1990’s I also took an after hours class at
the primary school for 10 year olds which proved a great hit
with the youngsters and we even did a few displays at local
events.
The age profile of my girls has ranged from 18 to
80 – all doing what they are able to manage comfortably,
working to their own ability. That is the beauty of this
type of exercise; it can be adjusted to suit the individual’s
capabilities. The class is currently made up of more ‘mature’
ladies (in age but not humour!) but would welcome any age
to give it a try.
Over all these years I have tried to keep the programme
varied, doing the old faithfuls, including what the girls call
the dreaded ‘F’ word (which is actually a killer floor exercise
to Fergal Sharkey’s ‘A Good Heart’) but also introducing new

5
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Parents’ Corner
Fun things to do in November!
o your children love to be terrified? If so,
then a spooky night out in Shrewsbury might
just be the thing! A ghostly guided walk will
start at the Visitor Centre at Rowley’s House on 4th,
11th, 18th & 25th November at 7pm. Adults cost
£4 and children £2.50. The tours are very popular
so it’s advisable to book by calling 01743 281200 or
you can email visitorinfo@shropshire.gov.uk.If your
children love music and dance, how about a bit of
Bhangra on 6th November? The Nachda Sansaar
Bhangra band will be playing at Snailbeach village
hall (near Minsterley) from 6pm. Loud, bright and
with gorgeous costumes, this promises to be great fun.
Tickets are between £6 and £4. You can find more
information at www.artsalive.co.uk.
Craft fairs are always good entertainment for
children, and a great place to buy Christmas presents.
The St Peter’s Autumn Craft Fair will take place at
Rushbury Village Hall on the 6th November from
11am – 4pm. Admission for children is free and for
adults just £1.
Of course this month is bonfire night. There are
some great displays on as ever, not least our very own
in Rectory Field! If you feel like taking your children
on an adventure further afield, there are displays on at
Weston Park (gates open at 3pm, bonfire lit at 5.30pm
and fireworks displays at 6pm and 7.30pm) and
Shrewsbury (at the Agricultural Showground) on 7th
November.

Photo: Emma Alston

D

The Royal British Legion
Church Stretton Branch Presents
The

“Jigsaw Sound”
Poppy Concert 2010

at
Church Stretton School Theatre
on
Tuesday 16 November
at 7.30pm
Tickets £6 (inc. light refreshments) from: Burway Books;
John Thomas (Florist) & Wrights Estate Agents
Proceeds to
The Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal

Recipe of the Month

Pear and Ginger Crumble
found this recipe in the back of an old cookery book I had.
I decided to try it and we really enjoyed it. The combination
of the ginger and pear really worked.
Ingredients:
4 dessert pears
1 fl oz apple juice
4 oz plain flour
1 tsp ground ginger
2 oz butter
1 tsp granulated sugar plus extra for sprinkling
Method:
Preheat the oven to190C/375F/Gas Mark 5. Peel, core and slice
the pears. Put the pears in a 2 pint ovenproof serving dish with
the apple juice. Sift the flour and ginger into a bowl, rub the
butter in with your finger tips and stir in the sugar. Spoon the
mixture over the pears and press it down lightly. Sprinkle the
top with a little extra sugar. Bake for 45 minutes until golden.
It was nice!
‘Her Ladyship’

I
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‘R

eviive’ is an exciting and stylish re-use store opening on 5th
October in Shrewsbury. This ground-breaking concept,
unique to Shropshire, will save tonnes of household
items from landfill every year and provide local people with the
opportunity to buy quality home furnishings at value prices.
‘Reviive’, a partnership between South Shropshire Furniture
Scheme and Shropshire Housing Alliance, will feature a large
selection of affordable furniture, ranging from kitchen to garden.
‘Reviive’ customers will be getting great value while protecting
the environment and supporting two charities.
Every day a member of ‘Reviive’ staff is based at the
Shrewsbury waste transfer station (the tip!) on Battlefield
Enterprise Park. They are trained to rescue perfectly good
furniture that can be restored, cleaned and refurbished and sold
on to the public at ‘Reviive’. Donations of household items
are also welcomed at the shop itself: ‘Reviive’, Unit 4, Knights
Park, Battlefield Enterprise Park, Shrewsbury SY1 3AB (next to
Screwfix). Find out more through our websites:
www.furniturescheme.co.uk and www.shalliance.org.uk

november 2010

Fun things to make in November!
Ward off any more rain by making your own rain
stick!
You will need: a cardboard tube (kitchen roll is
perfect), tin foil, rice/peas/popcorn kernels.
Cut a length of tin foil three times the length of
your cardboard tube. Cut two cardboard discs the
same diameter as your tube to use as covers for the
ends. Roll the foil up along its long side, then twist
and squeeze it into a long firm straight section. Form
the foil into a coil or spring shape. This can be done
by wrapping it round a broom handle. Push the foil
into the cardboard tube so that it goes from one end
to the other. Then glue on one of the discs to the end.
Put a small cup of the rice into the tube and glue on
the other disc to the end. Decorate the outside by
painting it or using wallpaper or stickers. When you
turn the stick upside down you should hear the rice
trickling down like rain. You can make a really long
one by sticking two rolls together and a really loud
one by using small pebbles.
Zoe Keeling

South Shropshire Furniture
Scheme – ‘Reviive’

15/10/2010 12:15
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Rotary Tree of Light
Thinking of Christmas?

Christmas Lights and Fayre

T

he whole town is again invited
to get in to the festive mood at
our Christmas Fayre and Lights
Switch-On on Saturday 20th November,
running from 2.00pm to 7.00pm, during
which time the High Street will be closed
to traffic. The Chamber of Trade has
or over ten years Church Stretton’s Tree of Light has been again joined forces with the Christmas
Lights Committee, the Ale-Trail Group, St Laurence’s
a key part of the community’s Christmas celebrations.
Church, Rotary Club and the Town Council to lay on this
Organised by the Rotary Club of Church Stretton,
traditional celebration.
the tree enables people to sponsor a light in memory of a
Stalls with Christmas goodies will line the Square
loved one or to support a favourite good cause whilst, at the
same time, helping local charities. Once again Hope House and Churchway, down which the children will process
after the Christingle Service in St Laurence’s Church,
Children’s Hospice, the Severn Hospice and the County
starting at 4.00pm. The Sabrina Brass Band will be
Air Ambulance will be the beneficiaries.
in full swing as a prelude to the switching-on of the
The tree will, as usual, be located in
Christmas tree lights by Father Christmas, who will use
the Market Square and Saturday 20
his magic to conjure up the only snow you are likely
November will be when the lights are
to see this winter. He will also be distributing lanterns
switched on.
to the children to light up the evening. There will also
Bill Ross, this year’s President of
be mulled wine and refreshments to warm you up in
Church Stretton Rotary Club, explains
preparation for some carol singing, led by the More
“The Tree of Light is our single biggest
Singers. Stewards from the Rotary Club will be keeping
fundraising event, last year raising over
us all in order and will appreciate any donations to their
£2,500 for our three chosen charities.
Whilst we have a large number of regular Tree of Light charity.
So everyone should go home full of good cheer,
supporters, we would like more people to sponsor a light
whatever the weather. Do come and enjoy the fun!
for the first time and those who have perhaps missed a year
Cllr Bob Welch
to reconsider their decision so that we can improve on last
Town Mayor
year’s figures”
On Christmas Eve there will
be carol singing in the Square and
the blessing of the tree, with the
proceeds of this event again going
‘A Whispered Name’ by William Brodrick
to the Lingen Davies appeal. For
n the month when we
many families this is an enjoyable
formally remember
event which really starts their
the dead of two world
Christmas celebrations.
wars, this moving novel
Forms to sponsor a light, can be obtained from
transports the reader back to
McCartney’s estate agents in the High Street or by calling
the horrors of the trenches
Rtn Leo Williams on 01694 723659. All donations are
acknowledged, posted on the tree and published in the local in WW1. In 1917, during
the terrible slaughter of the
press and on the club’s web-site
Passchendaele campaign, a
www.rotaryclubofchurchstretton.co,uk
John Lefley, Public Relations Officer, Rotary Club of Church Stretton soldier faced a court martial
Tel: 01588 660855 E-mail: johnlefley@hotmail.co.uk for desertion. What led
Joseph Flanagan to leave
his home off the coast of
Ireland to join the British
Army, and why did he
by Anne Walters
commit a suicidal act of
(answer on page 41)
desertion? A young captain,
Herbert Moore, charged
with a responsibility that
would change the course of
his life, sat upon the panel that judged him.
Moore later went on to found Larkwood Monastery,
and it is here, some 70 years later, that Father Anselm meets
a stranger beside Moore’s grave who makes an allegation
about his past, in particular his involvement in the events
surrounding the court martial. The book follows Anselm’s
investigation into the wartime activities of his mentor, Father
Herbert Moore. Anselm soon learns that he did indeed have
secrets in his past that he kept hidden all his life.

F

Book of the Month
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Dear Editors . . .

Reg’s Ramblings

Longmynd Adventure Camp
he Longmynd Adventure
Camp Trustees hope they
might offer their thanks via
the Letters Page to the two local lady
readers who contacted me following
publication of the September edition.
The article made mention of our
pressing need for a tumble drier,
as
our former faithful servant had
unfortunately run out of puff! One kindly lady reader made
a donation to the Charity to cover the purchase of a new
tumble drier whilst another, equally as generous, offered a
number of slightly used appliances to make life easier up at
the Camp.
There is much kindness about in the Strettons for
which the Trustees are most grateful. We hope to showcase
all our new improvements to the community next summer,
trusting the two ladies in question will be among the many
benefactors favouring us with a visit.
Thanks are also due to the team of community
volunteers who make the Stretton Focus happen. Your
enjoined efforts certainly make a difference for our small
charity and long may this continue.
Kim March
Secretary & Fundraising Officer, LMAC

A Higher Destiny – or Continuing Destruction?
he aftermath of the First World War was international
poverty on a colossal scale, with Germany suffering
the massive inflation which was ultimately
instrumental in bringing Adolf Hitler to power. Even
America was caught up in what became known as ‘The
Great Depression’ with its songwriters penning such lyrics
as ‘Buddy Can You Spare A Dime.’ Incidental to all of this,
there had been a significant change in British politics during
the first part of the 20th century as the newly formed Labour
Party became a force to be reckoned with.
Over the previous two centuries a tradition had evolved
whereby the titled and wealthy members of society saw
it as their duty to govern at Westminster in the interests
of the poorer members of society, but the 20th saw the
emergence of full time ‘professional’ politicians. Ramsay
McDonald became the first Labour premier in 1929 only
to be forced to join forces in a ‘National’ government as
financial problems mounted and, later, as the threat of
Hitler loomed.
In all of this the electorate seemed unable to recognise
the massive potential and skills of a scion of the nobility in
the form of Winston Spencer Churchill. He was first dubbed
a traitor by his own Conservative Party when he ‘crossed
the floor’ to vote against a proposed Imports Tax which he
saw as a threat to the price of food for the poorer members
of society and, during the early years of George V’s reign,
joined with David Lloyd George to plan the setting up of
Old Age Pensions and Labour Exchanges where previously
the jobless had to go round ‘knocking on doors.’
However, just as all seemed lost and Hitler rampaged
across Europe seemingly invincible, our nation finally
turned to Churchill in our hour of darkest need. Under
his leadership, the whole nation seemed suddenly
galvanised from a mood of despair and defeatism to one of
unconquerable optimism.
In my next essay, I hope to take up the story from that
point and try to recapture the spirit of national unity he
inspired which, had we been able to refrain, would surely
have made us a different nation and society to that which
can be perceived today.
Reg Heiron

T

I

Trivia Corner No 84
by Ken Willis
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O

ur readers will be delighted to hear that Tony Crowe
will be giving another series of slide-based talks in
2011.
They will be at the Silvester Home Institute on Thursday
afternoons from 2.30pm- 4 pm. Admission will be £2 per
talk, payable at the door on the day.
There will be 12 talks, the first of which will be on
Thursday 6th January and the last on Thursday 24th March.
Subjects to be covered will include Charles Darwin;
Thomas Telford in Shropshire; Agnes Hunt; Henry Hill
Hickman; Holland Sandford and the lime trees; Church
Stretton during World War 2, and several local railways.
A detailed list of talks and dates will be issued later.
However, this advance notice will enable anyone interested
to put the dates in their diaries.

StRETTON FOCUS

1. Henry Steinway is chiefly associated with the
manufacture of which musical instrument?
2. Who had hits with Pretty Woman & Crying?
3. Which 1950s rock n’ roller was the subject of the
1987 film La Bamba?
4. Who fronted the band ‘Blondie’?
5. With which musical instrument was Benny
Goodman associated?

Talks - 2011
‘A Shropshire Miscellany’

november 2010

Ambridge comes to Shropshire?
was talking with my wife about the BBC Archers
competition for listeners to provide a storyline for them
to judge. It’s just a fun competition as far as I’m aware.
However the idea developed that perhaps the Literary
Society might like to provide an ‘Archers-style’ story of their
own, with each member providing the latest storyline for an
ongoing Focus feature all about ‘Stretton folk’.
Fictitious of course, but that leaves it open to some very
imaginative story writing, perhaps even encouraging ideas
from folk beyond the Literary Society (schools etc).
And the fact that the story series runs month to month
might mean that folk beyond Church Stretton start to get
absorbed and may encourage a wider regular readership?
Might make a name for yourself internationally if the
quality was good enough. Could be an interesting and
absorbing exercise all round for a single page effort each
month.
Robert Leivers
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Teas to Please

F

ollowing this year’s ‘Teas to Please’
at All Saints, Little Stretton, two
cheques have been presented to
Severn Hospice and to Mayfair, Church
Stretton. £4,444.00 was raised over the
three Bank Holiday days: half for Church
funds and the rest equally divided between
Severn Hospice and Mayfair.
Nicola McPherson from Mayfair said:
“Mayfair Community Centre is delighted to
receive the generous donation of £1,100.00
from ‘Teas to Please’. This is the final piece of
funding in place for the purchase of our new
fully accessible parker bath for use in our Day
Care Centre. The bathing service is available
for anyone who needs help with bathing or
can not get into their bath at home. It is a
wonderful way to relax and has an optional
whirlpool experience. I would like to say a
very big thank you to Little Stretton Church,
all the organisers and helpers at ‘Teas to
Please’. It is a fabulous event for the Bank
Holiday weekend and Mayfair has benefited
enormously from this fundraising event.”

C

hurch Stretton Amnesty Group
would like to thank the people of
Church Stretton for their generosity
towards our Street Collection on
September 11th. In total we raised £424.31, a significant
increase on last year’s sum. All the money raised will go
towards Amnesty’s work for human rights, and for our
campaigns for prisoners of conscience throughout the world.
Our next event will be the signing and sending of
greetings cards to prisoners of conscience. This will take
place on Saturday 13th November, from 10 a.m. to 12.30
p.m. at the United Reformed Church Hall

M

L

ifeboats Coffee Morning We made £339 at our
Coffee Morning on 8th September including a lot of
generous donations from people who couldn’t come. From
sales of RNLI Souvenirs and some Christmas cards we are
credited with 61% of the sale value which gives us another
£125 to a total of £464. “Thank you very much” to all those
who supported us and helped us.
R. M. Turner Jones

St Laurence’s Parish Centre, Church Stretton
Wednesday 10th November, Midday-8pm
Focus on Gifts will be a truly unique shopping experience
A hand-picked collection of gifts includes- Exclusive House-wares, Exquisite Jewellery, Handbags and
other fashion items, Finest Chocolates, Home interiors, Greetings Cards and Christmas Decorations.
And much more.
Admission (to include wine and refreshments) £4.50
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Organised by Pam Allsop

723899
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Focus on Gifts The Ultimate Gift Fair in aid of Breast Cancer Care

november 2010

ayfair When I write thank yous on behalf of Mayfair
it is always difficult to know where to start, there are
so many people who support Mayfair in so many ways.
However, I would like to say thank you to the following
for their recent generous contributions to the funding of
the work done by the centre its staff and volunteers. Coffee
Concerts £550; Teas to Please £1100; Church Stretton Horse
Show £500; Tony and Phyllis Crowe Book Sale £1717; Mrs
J Hall £270; Charles Simmonds Tour of Mont Blanc £3706
(inc gift aid); John Whitfield-Jones and Jan Reeve London
to Paris cycle challenge (we hope for final figure soon);

Midcounties Co-operative Ltd and
its members through the dividend
scheme £2,773.69
We would like to thank all those
who organised the events, took part in the gruelling walk
and cycle challenge, sponsors, helpers and of course members
who donated their dividend points to Mayfair. What an
amazing amount of money raised by the Community for its
Community Centre.
Could you or someone you know organise an event,
take part in a challenge, support those who do, or donate
your Co-op dividend points, become a friend of Mayfair, or
remember Mayfair in your will? There are so many ways to
support the continued work of the centre. Please contact me
if you would like discuss any of these.
Sue Wood on behalf of Mayfair
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Illustrated talk on the Tour of Mont Blanc
Wednesday 10th November, 7.00pm for 7.30
at Mayfair.
Charles Simmonds, who completed
the 120 mile walk around Mont Blanc in
September, will give an illustrated talk on
his trip. See pictures of spectacular mountain scenery; hear
about the exploits of the Victorian pioneer mountaineers
and the travails and delights of wandering in the mountains
today. If you were one of Charles’ generous sponsors this is
an opportunity to learn more about an event that raised over
£3700 for Mayfair. Tickets £3 from Mayfair.

learn how to decorate cookies for your Christmas tree or
for gifts. Free crèche available for both of these events but
booking is essential. To find out more please call Mayfair
on 722077

Carers Rights Day
Friday 3rd December, 10.00am - 1.00pm. Many people
don’t get the support they need because they don’t recognise
themselves as carers. If you regularly provide or intend to
provide care to a relative, friend or neighbour in need of
support, you need to find out about the help available.
Depending on their circumstances, carers have rights
including financial support, protection for their State
Pension if they have given up work to care, and rights to
Poetry Café – New at Mayfair
request flexible working if they juggle work and care.
If you have an interest in poetry – you like to listen to
However the benefits and social care systems are
it, read it, or write it, or just want to find out more about
complicated and finding out what exactly you are entitled
poetry - come and join like-minded people to discuss, listen
to can be difficult. Whether it is just simple information
and share. £1 per session. Wednesday 27th October, 2.00 –
4.00pm, will be a taster Poetry Café on the theme of ‘A Scene on what your rights are, help with filling in forms, or a full
benefits check it is important you seek support to make
through a Window’.
sure you are claiming everything you are entitled to. Even
Wednesday 24th November, 2.00 – 4.00pm discussing
if you’re not entitled to claim benefits there is a range of
poetry appreciation. All welcome.
other ways in which you get help with being a carer, such as
equipment, practical help and getting access to a break.
Country Market new opening times
To find out more pop along to our Carers Coffee
9.15am – 11.45am Fridays in Mayfair. For local baking
morning on Friday 3rd December from 10.00am – 12.00
and produce.
noon in the Health Centre on Easthope Road. Jenny
Englefield and Dice Buchanan from our Mayfair MAYSI
Art History – lectures and gallery trips
team (Mayfair Supporting Independence) will be on hand
Rosie Read is still working towards starting an art history
to answer any questions or just talk to you about what is
class. The plan at present is to have a lecture on a Friday
available. There will also be a representative from Shropshire
afternoon followed by a trip to a gallery possibly the next
Council’s Welfare and Income Team, who can give one-toweek. The content of the lecture will reflect the subject of the
one advice on benefits you may be entitled to. As well as
exhibition visited. We will hopefully do two visits a term. The
first one is planned for the last week in October. Please let Rosie other information there will be a display and opportunity to
know if you are interested in both or either Tel 01588 630421. buy some small aids and pieces of equipment that can make
life easier. To find out more call Jenny or Dice on 722024
Are you ready for the Digital Switchover?
Mobility Awareness Day
Find out about the switchover Help Scheme – you or
Tuesday 23rd November, 10.00am – 4.00pm at Mayfair
someone you know may be eligible. If so you can get help to
convert your TV to digital. The switchover will take place in Centre. See and try scooters, raise and recline chairs,
April 2011 and people aged 75 and over, people in receipt of wheelchairs and walkers from AG Mobility in Broseley.
certain disability benefits and those who are partially sighted Advice is also given on buying second hand scooters.
can get help. To find out more come to Mayfair Community
£10.00 : Can you make it GRO………..W
Centre on 10th November, 2.00 – 3.00pm for a short talk
If you think you can then please contact Vivienne Riley at
and chance to ask questions. Everyone welcome.
Mayfair Community Centre, 722077.
We will give you £10 in January 2011 and hope you can
Cookie decorating demonstration and workshop
make it grow by June 2011. All funds raised will be greatly
Pop into Mayfair on Friday 5th November, 1.30 –
appreciated and used for the continued work of Mayfair.
3.30pm, to see demonstrations on decorating cookies and
Charity No: 1061049
making other Christmas crafts. If you are interested in trying
this yourself you can come to a workshop on 29th November,
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Churches Together in the Strettons
PRAYERS for PEACE

September 2010
£50 203
£100 7
£20 573
£10 257

Friday November 5th at
St Laurence’s Church
Drop in any time between
10.00am and 4.00pm
Specific prayer requests this month by
the United Reformed Church
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By Bike to Berlin or Bust! A Pre-war Adventure
Part 1

Many days in the saddle caused my ancient shorts to
disintegrate, and modesty dictated that I had to replace
othing is more boring than listening to other people’s them without delay, which used up all my spare cash. I went
to a bank but found it closed, so would have to survive till
accounts of their holidays (no, I don’t mean you,
Monday on what food I had left. Monday? No, that turned
and you!). Nevertheless I hope that an account of
out to be a bank holiday! Meanwhile I had to keep to my
a pre-war cycle trip of 2,300 miles between York and Berlin
routine of 100 km per day. On the Tuesday on an empty
may arouse some interest, taking in as it did the French
stomach I cycled like a zombie 60km to reach Lyons, and
and Swiss Alps, Czechoslovakia and Holland, besides Nazi
went into the first branch of my bank the Banque Lyonnais,
Germany. I have added some totally contrasted impressions
but met French bureaucracy: “Non! you can only cash that
from 1945-6 (see Part
at the bank’s HQ in the centre of town, which I reached
2) of the same places,
just as it was closing at noon. Desperate, I found a cube of
wrecked by war. Planning
concentrated soup in the bottom of my bag, and mixed it
it in the Spring of 1938,
with a mug of water straight out of the river Rhône. At last,
I was soon “surrounded
at 2 pm, I drew money out and went into a small back-street
by maps, guidebooks and
cafe. A large, beaming lady served me with several courses
lists of every description”,
and salad, every ounce of which I devoured, to her great
the latter extending to 83
satisfaction. Total cost, with vin compris, the equivalent of
items, ranging from tent and
one English shilling!
Primus stove (heavy) to a
The unrelenting sun of the Rhône valley left me
bottle of ink and a length of
exhausted, so I decided to turn off up the Isère valley
string,
towards the snow-capped mountains I could see in the
Incredible as it may seem, camping was virtually
distance. I had a really nice run from Valence through to
unknown in France at that time, and so one had to ask for
Grenoble, but the heat was terrific till one was in the middle
space in a farmer’s field. At the first farm I drew a blank.
of the mountains. Had a grand bathe in the river’s edge.
“Camper” is the word to camp; this was not in the limited
At Grenoble was a letter from my Victorian grandmother:
vocabulary of the farmer’s wife. ‘Une tente’ was ditto
“Have you got a dress suit with you, as you may be invited
unknown. Knowing at last that they were dealing with a
out to dine when you get to Geneva?” When I did reach that
madman the answer came in an abort and horrified “Non!
city I noted that “Mont Blanc is glorious pink, now in the
pas non!!” At the next house they were more sympathetic
and took me up to the hayloft, but finally they understood- sunset”.
Nonagenarian (Name and address supplied)
“Comme les soldats?” “Oui, comme les soldats!!!” And so
now I am installed in a little field, the pride of the farmer
(who calls me ‘petit’) and the focus of interest of all his
friends. His wife picked a four-leaf clover which she gave
me as a good luck token, and I still have it in front of me
as I write. Arriving in Paris, I was unprepared for Gallic
individualism at the wheel of a car, and had to go twice
round the Arc de Triomphe before I was able to turn down
the Champs Elysees. I had an address to go to, but took
Christmas Bazaar
hours to find it because when strangers directed me and said
“et tout droit” I assumed that meant “bear right”. Seeing me
ur Christmas Bazaar is on November 27th this
exhausted, one old lady ordered her maid to give me a fresh
year, in the Silvester Horne Institute from 10.00am
bread roll with fresh butter and fresh cheese - never in my
to 12 noon, and it is our only fund-raising event.
life has food tasted better!
We would therefore appreciate it if people were able to
In the ignorance of youth, I cycled straight past
donate items suitable for the stalls, as well as coming to buy.
Versailles, and didn’t think much of Chartres. I made the
The following goods will be needed: White Elephant/Bricmistake of cycling along the dead-straight and very boring
a-Brac (no clothing or damaged goods please), Gifts and
main roads, the Routes Rationales, accompanied by the
Decorations, Raffle Prizes, Books. For further information
continual whee-zoom of overtaking cars, including “plenty
please contact:
of English cars, but all the £1000 variety from Park Lane”.
Robin Jukes-Hughes - 01743 718773 or Roger Wilson
There is a row of trees along each side, and then a row of
- 01694 722123
identical, ramshackle, shuttered, advertisement-bedecked
Join Macmillan’s e-campaigner network
houses, whitewashed (20 years ago) with people peering out
Macmillan is building an email network of people who
at you, and a group of the village lads lounging around who wish to support its campaigns ‘to make a real difference’.
spit as you pass and cheer (jeer?) but luckily in French, so I
Register your email address and they will email you from
don’t know whether they are cheering or jeering or simply
time to time about ways in which you can support their
leering. Camping was not always idyllic: After dark some
campaigns. You will also get their e-campaigner newsletter
animal or insect kept repeating a regular chirp for hours and every two months. As well as the Fuel Poverty campaign,
others kept answering it. Then all the dogs of the farm kept current campaigns are on Hospital Parking Charges,
sniffing about. Then I woke up to find two cats in the tent.
Survivorship and Patients Return to Work. You can get
They got away with half a loaf of bread and an egg. To cap it more information and register as a member at http://
all, the farmer, while my watch showed half past three, began tinyurl.com/bcro4u
a heated argument with at least 10 farm hands.
Roger Wilson

N

Stretton and Shropshire
Cancer Care
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Dorrington Players Present…Murder In Play
lines! And Boris has a particularly stormy
relationship with his long-suffering stagemanager Pat (Helen Townend).
f you enjoyed the play-within-a-play format of ‘Play
When it seems things can’t get any
On’ which was produced by Jim Rossell in 2002, then
you’ll love this. The plot centres on a third-rate repertory worse one of the actors is mysteriously
company’s dress rehearsals for ‘Murder at Priorswell Manor’, killed. Sophie Lawton (Mary Stephenson)
the script cleverly and ruthlessly satirizing the politics within becomes a kind of Miss Marple trying
to unravel the mystery, assisted by Tim
the company.
Fermour (Richard Haswell). The rampant
The highly accomplished Dorrington Players skilfully
egos amongst the company of actors mean that each could
feign ineptitude when acting the ham actors acting, an
have a motive: was it the jealous Christa: or Ginette, Boris’s
achievement akin to Les Dawson playing off-key, and they
pretty but scatty mistress (Elizabeth Walsh): or even Boris
do it to hilarious effect.
himself? But despite all the drama offstage, the show must
As director Boris Smolensky (Peter Thorpe) makes vain
still go on!
attempts to control his mutinous cast, it becomes clear that
The play runs from Thursday 18th to Saturday 20th
the offstage jealousies and rivalry amongst the actors surpass
the drama within their production. Boris’s wife Renée Savage November 2010, in the Silvester Horne Institute, starting
(Karol Warren) is envied by Christa d’Amato (Susan Roberts) at 7.30pm. Tickets are available in advance from Burway
Books and John R Thomas, at £5.00, or £6.00 at the door. A
a fading soap actress, who feels Renée gets all the best parts!
donation will be made from the proceeds of the play towards
Harrison Bracewell (Adrian Bayling) has a bit of a drink
problem which doesn’t help with his difficulty remembering the refurbishment of the Silvester Horne Institute.

A comedy thriller by Simon Brett
Directed by Jim Rossell

I

URC Voice

A Feast of music S

Context is all

with finger buffet & glass of wine
with

Shrewsbury Concert Band
conducted by Ken Lumley
and

The Mere Singers
Directed by Mary Keith
At

Rushbury Village Hall
StRETTON FOCUS november 2010

at 7:30 pm
Saturday 20th November 2010
Tickets:-

£7.00 Adults
£3.00 for under 18’s

Proceeds in aid of Hope Bowdler Church and Village Hall
Tickets available before the concert from :Jean Webb tel.
01694 722793
Or

Barbara Stubbs tel. 01694 723418
Or

at the concert on the door

Stepping Stones Table Top Sale

S

tepping Stones Nursery will be holding a table top sale
and Christmas fair on Saturday 13th November from
10.00am to 12noon at St Laurence’s Parish Centre.
Free entry, refreshments, tombola, stalls etc. Tables cost
£5.00; to book contact Jenny Davies 01694 724513.
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eeing things ‘in context’ enables
us to see how all things are
connected. It shows you a
bigger picture and gives you a better
understanding. At one time people
thought the earth was the centre of the universe, and that
everything revolved around it
That context was too small. When it was widened by
looking through telescopes, we realised that the opposite was
true. The sun is the centre of our little bit of creation and we
revolve around it.
Since then the picture has grown even bigger. Today we
live in an ever expanding universe; and that is the context in
which we must look, for an understanding of ourselves and
the world we live in. It is also the context in which we have to
think about God. The sky-gods who used to live ‘just up there’
have disappeared, and heaven itself has receded with them.
So where do religious people now look for God? We
need to change direction and instead of looking ‘out there’,
for a God who comes down to us, we should understand
God as the Creative Spirit, at work ‘on the inside’, giving
life, direction and purpose to all of this expanding universe.
The universe is the cosmic womb which has given birth to
everything that is, including (eventually) ourselves. All things
are connected, and God is the underlying Force or Energy or
Spirit that holds everything together, and gives it direction.
We need to recognise and be more humbly accepting
of this new context. Instead of conquering and controlling
creation, as we have tended to do these last 5,000 years, we
need to become more sensitive to, and co-operative with the
rest of creation.
‘Reconnect’ should be the watchword for future generations:
and in this way discover our oneness with the Creator Spirit.
We don’t know where the universe is evolving to. We
don’t know what we shall become. ’Tis mystery all. But we
can feel our way into that mystery, for we are part of it. And
for Christians, Jesus is a light to show us the way; and God
is the ultimate context, in which we will live and move and
have our being.
Donald Horsfield
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UNA News
Stampedes and Ships

U

NA meeting in the Methodist Hall
on Thursday 18th November at
7pm, followed by AGM.
Church Stretton Guides’ international
adventures across capital cities of Europe and on the
Scandinavian high seas will be shared by the Ranger
Guides involved. Highlights of the fascinating challenges
encountered by the Ranger Guides will be presented. The
impact of the experiences on their understanding of the value
of relationships with other cultures and countries will be
prominent in the presentation. Amongst the experiences to
be shared will be visits to concentration camps at Auschwitz
and Birkenau, involvement in a community recycling project
in Salzburg, being guests of our Ambassador at a British
Embassy reception in Paris as well as being members of an
international crew responsible for sailing Tall Ships around
Scandinavia. The opportunity to meet and question the
Ranger Guides on this occasion is eagerly awaited.
Ruth Davies

Methodist Voice
Saints Alive

N

J

oin us, Amnesty International – Church
Stretton Group, on Sat 13th November,
10.00am - 12.30pm, at URC Hall
to write a greetings card to a prisoner who
has been denied justice and dignity.
We are ordinary people standing up
for humanity and campaigning to protect
individuals from human rights abuses worldwide. Recent
cases include three young men in Burma who were arrested
for peaceful protest. As leading members of a youth group
they had organised local dissidents to release balloons,
launch paper boats and spray-paint walls with their peaceful
political messages. For these simple acts of defiance they
were sentenced to between 35 and 37 years in prison. We
have details of their ill-treatment and torture in prison
during 15 days of interrogation.
For further information contact David Owen 722525

Charity Craft Sale
There will be a sale of crafts at Mayfair Community
Centre on 7th December between 9.00am and 2.00pm.
The proceeds will be donated to Charities of the
individual organiser’s choice which will be stated at the time.
We look forward to seeing you there and hope that we may
be able to help you with your Christmas present shopping.
Elspeth Keeling

Acton Scott Garden Club

C

hris Neal of the National Garden
Scheme (NGS) will be giving a
presentation at Acton Scott Village
Hall on Thursday 11th November. He
will talk about the history of the NGS and
about Shropshire gardens which are open
under their auspices. He will also provide tips for anyone
who may be interested in opening their own garden to the
public.
The meeting will start at 7.30 p.m. Admission £2.50.
Sue Brotherton

Church Stretton CoffeeCraft
Launch

You are invited to the launch of Church Stretton
CoffeeCraft
on Tuesday 16th November, 10.30am to 12.30pm,
in the Jubilee Room at Mayfair Community Centre.
Drop in for coffee, cake and company, stay for a craft
activity. All are welcome.
For more information please phone Sally Cooke on
07583 158949.
For parents with small children, the Mayfair Crèche
will be available for free, but please book a crèche place in
advance by phoning Mayfair on 01694 722077.
Sally Cooke

StRETTON FOCUS
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Greetings Cards for Prisoners of Conscience

november 2010

ovember is the month for
remembering. It begins with
All Saints Day which is soon
followed by remembering Guy Fawkes, surely not one of the
saints. On 11th November we remember people who have
died in war and who may or may not have been saintly. The
month ends on St Andrew’s Day.
In late September I sat on a bench on the Great Orme,
looking out across the Conway estuary with Snowdonia in
the background. I enjoyed the relaxation but my mind was
on the November ‘Focus’! I turned round on the bench I
was resting on and read the inscription. This seat, like scores
of others on the Orme, had been put there in memory of
a loved one. It was dedicated to ‘Freddy’ who was born
in Liverpool in 1938 and died at Prestatyn in 2003. The
inscription – maybe one of Freddy’s favourite sayings – was
“You’re never properly dressed until you wear a smile”. I
think I would have liked Freddy, but was he one of the
saints? It depends on what we mean by sainthood. We are
told that Cardinal John Henry Newman is well on the way
to becoming a saint. Surely anyone who could write such a
hymn as “Praise to the Holiest in the height” must be a very
special person. Is that a definition of a saint?
The Bible idea of saints has nothing to do with wearing
a halo or being dead. To the Jews of the Old Testament and
the Christians of the New Testament the word meant ‘God’s
people’. No amount of effort on our part can achieve that
kind of sainthood; we become God’s people when we trust
in God’s goodness, not our own. Who can say how many of
the people we honour on Remembrance Day were saints in
that sense? Perhaps Freddy, or even Guy Fawkes, were really
saints after all.
If the idea of being a saint sounds terrifying, remember
William Cowper. All his life he struggled with various fears
and phobias. In a black period he wrote “Ye fearful saints,
fresh courage take, the clouds ye so much dread are big with
mercy . . .” Perhaps after that he was well dressed with a
smile!
R.D
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Amnesty Card Signing
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Anglican Voice

Tuesday
2nd November:
Relating Faith to our Community
‘Living with
am delighted to be able to announce that all the
Myths – A
money for our Building in Faith project (Phase
response’
1) has now been given or promised. Indeed our
7.20pm for
figures show that the amount was reached around
7.30 pm, URC
the time of the re-opening. We called this re-ordering ‘Building in
High Street,
Faith’, with a tenth given away to third world building projects, and
Church Stretton. Speaker: Mike Bourke.
the Lord has wonderfully answered our prayers. We are now putting
Synopsis: A response to Donald Horsfield’s
solar panels in the roof of the Parish Centre and attending to two trees presentation, on 19th October, focusing on myth,
which are lifting graves and undermining the graveyard wall. We have language and history.
met with civic leaders to discuss how the building can be used for the
benefit of the whole community.
Sunday 28th November: 3rd Annual Lecture,
‘Conviction and Conflict – Islam,
Christianity and World Order’
7.00 pm in Church Stretton School.
Speaker: Bishop Michael Nazir-Ali
Bishop Michael was the 106th
Bishop of Rochester for 15 years, until 1st
September 2009. He holds both Pakistani
and British citizenship, and has studied,
researched and taught at a number of
universities and colleges in different parts
of the world. He has worked as a priest and
as a bishop in both the United Kingdom
and Pakistan. After assisting the Archbishop
of Canterbury in the 1988 Lambeth
conference, he became General Secretary
of the Church Mission Society. Both of
these tasks have provided him with a close
knowledge of the world-wide Church and
societies and cultures. He has a continuing
interest in mission and development issues
and also in inter-faith dialogue. He was a
Photo: Nigel Strachan member of the Human Fertilisation and
Embryology Authority and Chair of its
It is our privilege each year to officiate at around 50 or more funerals. Ethics and Law
Our popular ‘All Souls’ service for the bereaved will be on Sunday 7th
Committee.
November at 6pm. We will read out all the names of those whose funerals
Bishop
we have officiated at in the last year and invite anybody, whenever or
Michael also
wherever their loved one died, to light a candle in their memory.
chaired the
“Greater love has no man than this that a man should lay down
ecumenical
his life for his friends” will again be the reading at our Remembrance
group that
Day service at 10am on Sunday 14th November, with a parallel, more wrote the
informal, service in the Parish Centre at the same time. Note that this Search for
is different from our usual Sunday service times. Coffee after both and Faith and
the two minutes’ silence at the war memorial.
‘Presence and
With the turning on of the Christmas lights at 5pm on Sunday
Prophecy’ and
20th November, we will hold our usual Christingle service at 4pm
has written
Bishop Michael Nazir-Ali
and the children will take lighted candles to the Square for the town
several books
celebrations. All ages are welcome. Part of our vision is to enable
and numerous articles. He reads and writes poetry
each person to fulfil their potential. To this end Rev. Nick Armstrong, in a number of languages and takes a keen interest
vicar of Alveley, near Bridgnorth, will be preaching about ‘Growing
in sport, including cricket, table tennis, hockey
Leaders’ on Sunday 21st November. We hope to introduce this course and squash. He is also an avid reader of humour
in the New Year and ultimately offer it to all church members. There
and detective fiction. In 2005 he was awarded the
is a special version for teenagers.
Paul Harris Fellowship by Rotary International.
St. Laurence’s welcomes Bishop Michael Nazir Ali as guest preacher
The Lecture this year is in partnership with St
at 9.30 & 11.05 services on Sunday 28th November. Also, with others, Laurence and is also sponsored and supported by:
we are sponsoring his evening lecture at the secondary school at 7pm.
Churches Together in Stretton; Churches Together
The Bishop has been a leading thinker and spokesman on current
in Shropshire and South Shropshire Inter Faith
world issues and tickets for the lecture (£2) may be purchased from our Forum.
office on 724224.
Tickets at £2.00 are available now from:
All these ventures are about relating faith to the world today and
Barrie Raynor 723928; Noel Beattie 725530;
people’s real needs. So all are welcome at any of these events.
Parish Office 724224; Dave Griffin 01588 672640
Richard Hill

29

I

november 2010

StRETTON FOCUS

November 2010 mag.indd 16

15/10/2010 12:15

34

Church Stretton Town Council - Community Matters
Market Town Revitalisation Programme
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C

County Parking Strategy

hurch Stretton Town Council is delighted to be
Following the well-attended public meeting on 2nd
included in the six market towns earmarked for a share September, CSTC made its recommendations to SC
of £2.5m funding for revitalising our market towns.
following the Town Council meeting on 7th September.
At the time of writing, the full details are not yet clear,
These included:
but it is intended that there is a co-ordinated approach from
• Whilst recognising SC needs to bring some greater
Shropshire Council regarding projects which will enhance/
equity to the currently widely differing charging
sustain our rural communities. A presentation to the Town
policies in the car parks across the county for which
Council from a senior SC Officer and our local Unitary
it is the responsible authority, CSTC maintains that
Councillor was made in October which highlighted the
this should not mean standardisation, which does
mechanisms for making this programme work, outlining
not have appropriate regard to the differing parking
the procedure for prioritising projects and the method of
requirements and levels of parking provision in the
acquiring funding from the £2.5m pot.
different towns.
Once the full details of the procedures are confirmed by
• Church Stretton is re-classified from Group 3 to
SC these will be published for public information and public
Group 4 as the more appropriate comparator group.
• The current on-street town centre parking time limit
consultation.
Local Development Framework (LDF) and SamDev
is retained at 2 hours, with no charging and this same
Following the public meetings and the submissions
limit is applied in future to the eight parking spaces
by CSTC and others to SC, papers are being drawn up by
on the Town Council-owned land in the Square.
• The two smaller car parks in Lion Meadow, with a
SC to represent a balanced view of proposed growth and
total of 40 spaces (including four disabled bays) are
development in Shropshire. A Statement of Community
converted to free short term car parks with a one
Involvement (SCI) is being issued by SC to give local people
hour time limit, to encourage more residents to ‘buy
and communities far more ability to determine the shape
local’.
of the places in which they live by reforming the planning
• The charge for the annual season ticket for local
system on development and growth.
Wetland Area
traders is reduced from £350 to £300 in recognition
An exploratory meeting was held in September (attended
of the fact that it applies only to Church Stretton.
by SC/CSTC/Environment Agency/Wildlife Trust and some
Such a reduction would also be more consistent with
land owners) to determine whether there was an opportunity
the Town Council’s season ticket charge of £200 for
to consider any development of this area (south of Stretton
its car park in Lutwyche Road.
Farm towards Greenhills Cemetery) which could be linked
• The Town Council has agreed to formally delegate
with the Surface Water Management Plan which is currently
powers (under S101 of the Local Government
being undertaken. SC had applied for funding to DEFRA
Act 1972 (Part VI Discharge of Functions))
for Infra-Structure funding but was only successful in
to Shropshire Council to enforce parking on
obtaining funding for six Surface Water Management Plans
Lutwyche Road Car Park. To enable Shropshire
in Shropshire, including £100,000 for Church Stretton.
Council to carry out this function on behalf of
There is a vision for some development, recreating previous
Church Stretton Town Council a Traffic Regulation
wetland areas with pools for wildlife. The land had been
Order has to be installed and this process is currently
drained in the 19th century but had ceased to be used for
underway.
grazing in the last decade, as it had reverted to marshland
• Double yellow lines (instead of the current single
with the constraining of the run-off from the hills.
yellow line) should be added to the narrowest stretch
The first step is to gather data, consult with landowners
of the High Street (east side), as and when charges
and identify the way forward; a meeting with all landowners
are lifted for the car park adjacent to the fish and
connected to this area has been arranged to establish whether
chip shop, to minimise the evening congestion at
this project will proceed. If taken forward, an action plan
that point.
will be drawn up for agreement with all the stakeholders
The full submission can be found on our website
(which also include AONB, Network Rail, and Highways
(address below).
SHI Project
Agency).
Flood Monitors
We are continuing to look for funding for this project
Thank you for your response to the request in
and thank all those who supported our first ‘Local Creative
September’s ‘Focus’ for volunteers to monitor water courses Enterprise’ exhibition in October – watch this space for
at risk of flooding. Five residents have since offered their
progress report and date of next fund-raising event!
Christmas Lights
services, so they will be checking key locations throughout
The annual switching-on of the lights and Christmas
the winter. A few more volunteers would help to share out
Fayre will take place on 20th November – please see separate
the workload. So, please get in touch, if you are interested.
Town Enhancement Scheme
article for more details.
We had hoped to have more definite news by now, but
Planning Issues
Full details of decisions and current planning
we are still awaiting the final, formal proposals from SC.
Once this has been made, SC will produce Traffic Regulation applications can be viewed in the Council Office window
at 60, High Street and on the Town Council website (www.
Orders (TROs) where required, which will be open for
comments from the public. This will almost certainly mean churchstretton.co.uk) or at www.shropshire.gov.uk
Mrs Christine Harvey, Town Clerk
that no work will be undertaken until at least early 2011.
Cllr Tom Beaumont, Town Councillor
Residents will have a 30 day period in which to voice their
opinions on the TROs.
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November Meetings

Monday 1st November:

Douglas Grounds will give a talk on “Son and
Servant of Shropshire. The Life of Archdeacon Joseph
enjoy driving my small camper van but the one road sign (Plymley) Corbett, 1759-1838”
guaranteed to spoil my enjoyment is that bright yellow
Monday 15th November:
sign ‘Diversion’. I know for certain that I am doomed.
Dr David Howard will speak on “Bert Brecht – A
Map reading and now the incredible SatNav are no comfort Writer in Interesting Times”
when you hit a diversion sign.
As usual, the meetings will be held at Church
Since moving from South London to Church Stretton I Stretton Library (rear entrance) at 7.30pm. Light
have spent some considerable time finding my way around
refreshments will be provided. Visitors will be most
my new patch. Fortunately there have been no real disasters welcome, and are asked to make a contribution of £2.
and thanks to helpful church members and good road
Julian Smith, Honorary Treasurer
maps I have so far managed to be where I should be at the
appropriate time.
My worst experience ever of being lost was one
Christmas driving to a carol concert at the NEC. It was
Featuring an illustrated talk on
dark and it was raining heavily, but my daughter and I were
Captain James Cook and slide
chatting and perhaps not paying as much attention to the
show of New Zealand today.
road signs as we ought.
Saturday 13th November
We should have been on the M40 but we managed instead
7.15pm
at Mayfair Community
to take the M4 and only realised the error when we reached
Centre.
the Severn Bridge!
Tickets:
£10
per
person (to include
An illegal U-turn got us back to the nearest service station
glass
of
wine
and
kiwi pavlova)
where we found a friendly RAC man. He kindly put us back
available
from
Burway
Books, John
on track and we made it just in time.
Thomas,
Florist
and
Wrights,
Estate
Agents.
Recounting the ordeal later to the rest of the family
All
proceeds
to
The
Severn
Hospice.
someone asked me how I knew which way to go when I had
managed to get us so lost. My reply was, well, I didn’t know
which way to go but luckily I met a man who did.
We encounter many ‘diversions’ in our lives. Events or
people throw us off track and we sometimes don’t know
n Saturday 6th November there
which way to turn. As Christians we are fortunate in that
will be a jumble sale in the Parish
when we can’t find our way we know a man who can. SatNavs
Centre in Church Stretton from
and road maps are all very well but there is no better way of
10.30am until 1.30pm. Refreshments
travelling than going along with someone who knows the way. will be available as well as good jumble.
Revd Hazel Ratcliffe Proceeds in aid of the upkeep of St
Andrew’s Church, Hope Bowdler.

Finding the Way

I

Severn Hospice Evening

Hope Bowdler Jumble Sale

O

A Fun Quiz Evening

Venue: the Parish Centre
Date: Saturday 27th November at 7.30pm
Come singly or in groups to make up tables of
six. Tickets; £5 (including light refreshments and a
complimentary glass of wine) are available from the Parish
Centre, John Thomas, Burway Books, the Chairman
(781241) or the Secretary (723467).

Church Stretton Mayoral
Charity Ball

november 2010

organised by The Friends of
St. Laurence’s Church.

Saturday 27th November 6.30pm – midnight
Longmynd Hotel, Church Sretton
Smart dress – black tie optional – no jeans. Tickets
£35, available from Church Stretton shops, the
Town Council office and the Longmynd Hotel.
Phone the hotel for B&B information.

Saturday 13th November 2010 10.00am-4.00pm
ith over 50 stalls of crafts and gifts this is an ideal
opportunity to shop locally for Christmas. Our
stallholders travel from far and wide and their
products include, African, ethnic and Fair-Trade goods,
cards, paintings, photo-cards, toys, books, silk and lace
products, wood turning (with demonstration), needlecraft,
forged ironwork, jewellery, dried flowers, stained glass,
clothes, handbags and scarves, local Christmas produce

W
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including preserves, cakes and puddings, Christmas
decorations and much more.
There will also be a Raffle with cash prizes items
kindly donated by many of the crafters. The Parents
and Teachers Association will be serving freshly cooked
refreshments throughout the day.
Free parking and free entry! We look forward to
seeing you there!

StRETTON FOCUS

Church Stretton School 23rd Annual Craft Fayre
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Camp News
Trustees Kill Bill!

C

Flicks in the Sticks
Church Stretton

A
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Hope Bowdler

Wednesday 10th November. From Time to Time
Written by Julian Fellowes and starring Maggie Smith, it
is a haunting ghost story spanning two centuries and family
secrets laid buried for generations.
Tickets £4 (£2 for children) Refreshments.
7.30pm Bowdler Village Hall Tickets £4 and £2 for
under-sixteens

All Stretton

Friday Nov 19th ‘An Education’
An Education is a 2009 British coming-of-age drama
film based on British journalist Lynn Barber’s memoir of
the same name. The film was directed by Lone Scherfig,
with screenplay by Nick Hornby. It stars Carey Mulligan as
Jenny, a bright schoolgirl, and Peter Sarsgaard as David, the
charming older man who seduces her.

StRETTON FOCUS

Monday 1st November: The Hurt Locker
n intense portrayal of elite soldiers
who have one of the most dangerous
jobs in the world: disarming
bombs in the heat of combat. When a
new sergeant, James, takes over a highly
trained bomb disposal team amidst violent
conflict, he surprises his two subordinates, Sanborn and
Eldridge, by recklessly plunging them into a deadly game of
urban combat. James behaves as if he’s indifferent to death.
As the men struggle to control their wild new leader, the city
explodes into chaos, and James’ true character reveals itself in
a way that will change each man forever.
7.30 pm at Church Stretton School Tickets £4.00, £2.00

november 2010

elebrations at the Longmynd Adventure Camp
(LMAC) continue apace with more funding good
news. The Camp has been awarded a £17,000 grant
from the Shropshire Council Community Fund to complete
their marathon £110,000 Refurbishment Programme this
winter. Works include a major refurbishment of the 65 foot
long Mess Hall, drainage improvements and a makeover for
the Camp laundry. As if this was not enough, the Trustees
have launched a new £25,000 ‘Kill Bill’ initiative. Treasurer
Malcolm Hoad explains, “We need to take action, as our
energy bills have increased by a staggering 250% over the last
Recycling Ltd the Charity has been collecting reusable, cast
three years. They will be even higher this year because the
off clothing via four dedicated ‘LMAC’ recycling containers in
camp has been that much busier. Our simple aim is to kill
Shropshire. Fundraising Officer Kim March explains and appeals
off our future energy bills!”
for new sites, “Ideally we need to have about a dozen container
Kill Energy Bill Vol.1
Earlier this year the Trustees commissioned a Sustainable sites to achieve the desirable scale to fully mitigate our growing
energy costs. Popular car parks make good sites – our containers
Energy Feasibility Study. The resultant report recommended
come in varying sizes and are regularly emptied and serviced. This
the installation of two sets of water heating solar panels
serving the shower block and kitchen and photo voltaic panels type of activity is normally the preserve of big, national charities,
so it will be interesting to see if a small Shropshire children’s
on the main Mess Hall to generate about £1,000 worth
charity can muscle its way into the market. At least donors will
of electricity annually. President Don Rogers commented,
know exactly how their recycling efforts will be applied; we just
“Installing the recommended micro energy services would
need to secure some additional sites in Shropshire and surrounds.”
have reduced our 2009 energy bills by around 57% whilst
The Charity receives a monthly fee for each recycled
lowering our carbon footprint by five tons pa. Yes, the
clothing
container site, so producing a regular income –
establishment cost of £25,000 is high, but our future savings
prospective
container hosts can contact Kim March on
are far, far greater, not to mention considerably greener.”
01694
724991
or kim.march@virgin.net
A Shropshire-based Charitable Trust sees it that way too,
Don
Rogers
sums up, “Adopting a self-financing business
also awarding the Charity a £17,000 grant to expedite the
plan
means
we
will
provide even more free or subsidised
work in time for next year. With about £7,000 matched
respite
accommodation
for Shropshire’s most deserving,
funding from a Big Lottery source also in the Trustees’ sights,
disadvantaged
children
–
so please help us if you can.
the project seems destined to go ahead, subject to planning
We
are
truly
grateful
for
the
help we’ve received from the
consent being granted.
Shropshire
Council
Community
Fund and the Shropshire
Kill Energy Bill Vol. 2
based
Charitable
Trust,
each
granting
us £17,000. Thousands
Not being content with a planned 57% saving on energy
of
Salopian
children
will
benefit
in
the
years ahead from
costs, the Trustees are also tackling the outstanding 43%.
a
remarkable,
rural
facility
that
is
entirely
managed and
They aim to meet these costs out of a clothing recycling
maintained
by
community
volunteers.”
scheme following a very successful 12 month pilot scheme.
Press Contact:
Working in partnership with Stourbridge based Green World
Kim March
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Catholic Voice
Remembering our History

I

ETHIOPIA

ON AND OFF THE BEATEN TRACK
AN ILLUSTRATED TALK BY
PHIL MARSH AND JENNY HOWARD
Jenny and Phil have been travelling to
Ethiopia as part of the local charity
SHAPE (www.shapeafrica.org.uk)
This has given them the opportunity
to visit rural communities, where
outsiders are rarely seen, as well as
some of the tourist areas.
They will be showing pictures of
this fascinating country and also
explaining the work of the charity.
WEDNESDAY 17TH NOVEMBER 2010 AT 7.30PM
IN HOPE BOWDLER VILLAGE HALL
Refreshments available
Donations to SHAPE

StRETTON FOCUS november 2010

Mass at Much Wenlock

n the past few months we in the St.Milburga’s
parish, Church Stretton, and St. Walburga’s,
Plowden, have been lucky enough to attend
Mass at two ancient pre-Reformation Mass sites
in Shropshire. This county still contains substantial evidence
of a Catholic presence here in earlier times.
The first was at a chapel in St. Michael’s and All Angels
Church, Lydbury North, with the Mass being celebrated
by the Bishop of Shrewsbury. You could think back to a
time when people had to make a choice: did they forsake
the ‘old’ religion or persevere? Some families managed to do
so. Bishop Brian thanked God for the ecumenical spirit,
reconciliation and Christian unity displayed in this Anglican
Church, sitting side by side with a Catholic Chapel. Finally,
the Bishop thanked God for all the past martyrs and for all
peoples who have witnessed their faith in this church.
On 8th September, the birthday of Mary, Jesus’ mother,
over 40 members of our congregation gathered at Much
Wenlock Priory. It was a beautiful autumn day and our altar
was set up on the site of the original High Altar with two
priests celebrating Mass for us. St. Milburga was an early
abbess who ruled over the Abbey here. She was accepted as a
Saint because of her holy and devout life while caring for her
Abbey and the local community.
The Abbey began in 680 AD. Later it became a Priory
and it existed until the Act of Suppression in 1539. The nuns
and brothers were there serving God and the local community
for 800 years until Henry VIII swept away the Catholic
Church, in his ambition for a new wife and a male heir,
and, in doing so, he declared himself head of the Church of
England. It has only been since 1829 that Catholics have had
their civil rights and religious liberties restored according to
the law. Then the Catholic Church entered a period of growth
and renewal in England, but these new communities were still
widely regarded with suspicion and mistrust.
At Much Wenlock we remembered the countless faithful
lay people, priests and bishops who have heard the Word of
God and kept it, in season and out of season. Now in our
day we too have our own choices to make.
Celia Carson

Tuesday Day Centre Coffee Morning
The Tuesday Day Centre will be holding a coffee morning
on Thursday 2nd December from 10.00am to 12 noon
at 39 Churchill Road. There will be a cake stall, raffle and
Christmas gifts for sale.
For further information please phone 723997.

RSPB News

O

n a beautiful day in September over 40 pilgrims
from Much Wenlock and St. Milburga’s Church,
Church Stretton, celebrated mass at Much Wenlock.
Organised by the Catholic Women’s League, the mass was
held in warm sunshine at a place of great significance to
local Catholics, as the work and burial place of St. Milburga
herself. Father Ambrose and Father Tom Rock led the mass
and the choir sang Ave Maria to music by Jacob Arcadelt
(1514). Picnics on the lawn followed and the hope of
David E Owen
returning next year.
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T

he Craven Arms branch of the RSPB
has a programme of talks and walks
throughout 2010. Events are 50p to Local
Group Members and £2 to non-members.
10th November – ‘Caring for God’s Acre’, an illustrated talk
by Sue Cooper.
7.30pm at the Shropshire Hills Discovery Centre, Craven
Arms
Alvin Botting 01547-540176
www.rspbsouthshropshire.co.uk

15/10/2010 12:15

Percy’s Memories
St Dunstan’s Celebrate 70 Years

O

nce again in 2010 Church Stretton played host to
St Dunstan’s. Unfortunately, on this occasion, I was
unable to renew my long term association with them
due to a downturn in health. In the cold Spring of 1944, after
nearly five years in the Far East and India, I found this sleepy
little town almost entirely taken over by St Dunstan’s. I was
approached by them to act as a dancing partner for a blind St
Dunstan’s girl. One such memorable one was Gwen Obern,
a lovely young Welsh girl who had lost her sight and a hand
whilst working in a munitions factory.

Stretton Students: Norman Hopkins, Tom Hart,
Gwen Obern, and Ted Higgs

41

National Trust
Christmas Event
For One Night Only (contrary to
what you might read elsewhere)

T

o get you in the mood for
Christmas, the pavilion shop and tearoom in Carding
Mill Valley will be lit up and open for business
between 5.00pm – 8.00pm on Tuesday 7th December.
Call in after work for a little relaxation and to soak up
the Christmas atmosphere. There are lots of gift ideas and
stocking fillers – some special prices on the night!
Sample some Christmas goodies in the shop:
• Mulled wine and seasonal eats available in the
tearoom around the log fire;
• Seasonal entertainment, including the wonderful
young folks from the Kaleidoscope Theatre
Company and Shropshire Strummers.
If transport is a problem call us on 01694 723068, (leave
a clear message if no reply) and we will call you back to see if
we can help.
Sue Welch

All Stretton Amateur Dramatic
& Social Society

Many St Dunstaners were trained to use heavy
machinery, such as lathes etc, on the ground floor of what
was ‘The Maltings’ – now Stretton Antiques Market. Their
training came by way of a dedicated band of highly skilled
ur Junior members will perform a new ‘mini-panto’
instructors who were able to impart their knowledge to
entitled ‘The Seriously Ugly Sisters’ written by our
their pupils, who then went on to successfully operate some
own Carole Richards. This will be followed by a
hazardous machinery. One of these instructors was Ernest
one-act comedy ‘A Fisherman’s Friend’ by Jim Sperincke,
Hall from All Stretton, a radio operator from the First World presented by our Adult members.
War whose hearing had been affected by naval gunfire. His
daughter and family still live here.
One veteran St Dunstaner, Ted Higgs, who was blinded
in 1944, said on a return visit to the Stretton Antiques
Market: “Blimey, is this The Maltings? I never expected to
come back here again.” Wandering around Church Stretton’s
antiques emporium with his son, Edwin, Ted was struck
by the realisation that it had housed St Dunstan’s industrial
training workshops during the Second World War. “This
is where I trained on assembly and inspection work,” he
recalled, “We came down in the morning and they had us
working on rifle bolts and other things.”
The whole top floor of The Maltings was converted into
a practice firing range for the Home Guard and I was invited
to join them there in the Spring of 1944.
It is now leased to Stretton Antiques Market, a fourstorey building with a café which is open seven days a week.
Stretton’s ‘Jewel in the Crown!’
The performances will take place in All Stretton Village
Percy Edward Tarbuck Hall on Friday and Saturday 5th and 6th November at
7.30pm. Tickets (Adults £4, children £1.50) are available
from Burway Books or form Iris Lloyd on 723143
Trivia Answers
1. Piano
2. Roy Orbison
What's that book answer:
3. Richie Valance
4. Debbie Harry
39 Steps
5. Clarinet

O
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42 Stretton Traidcraft

StRETTON FOCUS november 2010

N

o, the photo is not
of three volunteers
of the Stretton
Traidcraft team but of
tape measures! Knowing
what crafts to sell on our
Traidcraft stalls can be quite
a problem but sometimes
one is taken aback by
the volume of sales - one
range certainly produced
an unexpected result - in
2007 a sheep tape measure was introduced, aimed initially at
youngsters. They were made by Mai Handicrafts in Vietnam
and since then the tape measures have caught on in a big way
and then Traidcraft has now sold over 60,000, we too have sold
quite a number. It soon became evident that the market was
wider than just children for it was found that these compact
tapes fitted readily into handbags or pockets and a version was
produced for the older customer.
One of our steadily-selling food products at Mayfair is
the Geobar. These snack bars are an obvious candidate to
accompany walkers on our hills. Nationally they are widely
available in supermarkets and other shops. The bars were first
introduced in 1999 and now have been re-launched with
improved recipes. Nationally, sales of Geobars are now such
that if all the bars )sold in one year were laid end to end they
would stretch from Land’s End to John O’Groats and back!
20 million bars are sold each year. The Geobar was the first
Traidcraft product to bring together products from different
continents - honey and blueberries from Apicoop co-operative
in Chile, apricots and almonds from Mountain Fruits in
the north of Pakistan, and raisins from the Eksteenskuil
Agricultural Co-operative in South Africa, and sugar from
Kasinthube in Malawi. All these suppliers are co-operatives
bringing together large numbers of small producers.
Life is often difficult for producers. Apicoop beekeepers
have suffered from the effect of the severe earthquake
in February 2010 when 12,000 hives were damaged or
destroyed. Traidcraft is continuing to support them while
they rebuild their lives. The fair trade premium is used to
provide education, new equipment, and the extra income
helps the farmers to build better homes. A message from
Mountain Fruits in mid-August reports comments they are
having a very difficult time with the disruption caused by
the widespread floods, the only highway in the Kara Koram
mountains has lost three bridges and the local people have
no fuel, gas, or food stuffs in the market. The bridges should
have been replaced by now and co-op’s produce should be
getting through after a three-month disruption.
Don Clow

Church Stretton Tree Group
Woodland Management Talk
n Wednesday 10th
November at 7.30pm in the
Methodist Church Hall,
Brian Barker, Woodland Officer
with the Shropshire Hills AONB
Partnership, will be talking about
woodland management to the
Church Stretton Tree Group. A career
forester, Brian was formerly employed by the Powis Estate
before joining the AONB team a year ago to become the
Project Officer for the Shropshire Hills Woodland Project.
Woodlands are an important part of the Shropshire
Hills landscape. Many are ancient woods or have surviving
remnants of ancient woodland. They are one of our oldest
land uses and most diverse eco-systems, having taken
hundreds, if not thousands, of years to develop and are
virtually irreplaceable. There is great potential to improve
their management; in particular the many small or neglected
woods, many of which have been assessed “at risk”.
The Shropshire Hills Woodland Project focuses on
improving the condition of existing woodlands in the
Shropshire Hills AONB and offers practical advice on
restoration through management or extension through new
woodland creation. The project also concentrates on the
restoration of ancient woodland which has previously been
planted with non-native tree species.
The aim is to encourage a gradual move towards more
natural woodland, where appropriate, with a supply of wood
fuel or other wood products. This is one of a number of
woodland restoration projects around the country supported
by The Woodland Trust.
Ian Dormor
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Our new
Off Licence

W

e are
sure that
everyone
who regretted the
closure of Oddbins will
be happy that the site is now back in operation as an off
licence. Threshers, the well-known national chain, have
recently opened, and it is looking good. There is a wide
range of wines to suit all pockets, a very good selection
of bottled beers and also a good choice of malt whiskies,
which are often under-represented. Do go in and have a
look round – you will be surprised at how much variety
can be contained in such a small space.

Occasional Advertisements

Electric Melon
We are local experts in
aerials
satellite
freeview
freesat
av wiring
consultancy
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Tel: 01743 240757

PTB Home Extensions Specialist
All Major Building Work Undertaken.

20 years experience.
Shropshire Trade Register Approved.
Fully Insured
Call Paul 01694 781371 or
email paultinsley@tiscali.co.uk
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Occasional Advertisements
HENRY’S HOUSE CLEARANCE
- THE BIG TIDY UP!!!

We do:~
Full House Clearance
All Unwanted Household Items
Shed and Yard Clearance
Car and Caravan Removal
Small and Large Van with Driver for Hire
Home & Overseas Work & much, much more!
Call Henry in Clun 24/7 on
01588 640997 or 0797 4554090

Central Garage

E A Downes & Sons Ltd.
MOTs, 3 Wheeler Cars, Mini Buses, Light Commercial

ACCIDENT REPAIRS, 24 HOUR RECOVERY
SERVICE AND REPAIRS
Cambelt Change, Clutches, Diagnostics,
Exhausts Fitted
Ch Stretton 01694 723939, Shrewsbury 01743 368271

PHILIPPA GEE WEALTH MANAGEMENT LTD
Independent Financial Advisers
featured in The Times, Telegraph, Independent &
Sunday Times
8 High Street, Church Stretton, Shropshire SY6 6BU.
Telephone 01694 722 222. www.philippagee.co.uk
Philippa Gee Wealth Management Ltd is an appointed representative of
Paradigm Financial Advisers Ltd, Paradigm House, Brooke Court, Wilmslow,
Cheshire SK9 3ND which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Authority.

AJT

GAS & HEATING SERVICES

PERIDOT

Are you at a crossroads in your life or business?
Do you want a new career but do not know where to start?
Is family harmony something that would mean peace of
mind to you?
Develop your confidence and self-esteem
Achieve your dreams
Manage your life better
For practical solutions, experienced advice, consultancy
and coaching contact:
BRIDGET CAMERON BEd(Hons), MA, NPQH
Tel: 01694 720 044/0845 362 8238 www.peridotassociates.co.uk

SELF STORAGE CONTAINERS
Industrial & domestic use
Suitable for vehicles,
building equipment, Furniture,
garden equipment, workshop, etc.
Good, dry containers
20 and 40 feet lengths available
in a secure yard with 24 hour access.
HGV parking also available
Tel: 01694 724880
Mob: 07979 817554

Milbury Woodcraft

Furniture, mirrors and
decorative boxes
Martin Aplin 07814 470393
www.milburywoodcraft.co.uk

Stretton Clearance

All garden and domestic rubbish and
household appliances promptly removed.
Scrap cars bought for cash.
01694 724181 07968 685623

LOOKING FOR AN INDUSTRIAL
UNIT TO LET ON FLEXIBLE
TERMS?

A.Morgan Builders

Andy Raine PG Dip.Ac. MBAcC

Local family business
For all your maintenance needs
Extensions, alterations, roofing.
UPVC windows, doors and conservatories,
garden walls and paving.
No job too small or too large
Tel 01694 751774 07930332131
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Stretton’s new clinic for ACUPUNCTURE, ACUPRESSURE &
CHINESE MASSAGE treatments including Facial Revitalisation as
seen on TV.
Tried & tested system of medicine is used to
RESTORE, PROMOTE & MAINTAIN good health.
Effectiveness endorsed by the World Health Organisation & NICE.
Three Year full time Degree-trained Practitioner - registered & insured
with the BAcC
Special Introductory Rates.
Treatments covered by some Private Health. Call for Free Chat.
Appointments times to suit you, including early morning, daytime,
evening & weekend options.
Ph: 01694 723434 Web: www.3treasures.co.uk
Mob: 07970 854888 EMail: info@3treasures.co.uk

StRETTON FOCUS

THEN THE MYND INDUSTRIAL ESTATE
IN CHURCH STRETTON IS THE PLACE
FOR YOU!
UNITS FROM 747 TO 2,474 SQ FT
CALL PXP ON 0845 054 0466

november 2010

Installation, Repairs & Servicing
Gas, LPG, Oil, Solar
Ground & Air Source Heat Pumps
Adrian Turner Heating Engineer
Quarry House, Newcastle, Craven Arms, SY7 8QJ
Tel: 01588 640639 Mob: 07810 645781
Email: Adrianturner66@tiscali.co.uk
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Victorian Farm Walk

Approximately 5 miles

T

November 2010

he walk starts from Acton Scott Museum car park.
Leaving the car park turn left and proceed to the
crossroads then turn left. Before turning it may be
of interest to continue for a short distance ahead to look at
the building on the left; this is the smithy where on the TV
series they did their blacksmith work. If you look through
the window from the road you might just see the hearth and
the anvil.

Continuing down from the crossroads you will see a
signpost on the right pointing into a field. The pigsties used
in the series are at Glebe Farm, which is a short distance
further on. The sties can be seen by looking down the drive
to the farm.
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Back to the signpost, cross over the footbridge and
through the gate, keeping fence and hedge on your right. At
the top of the field turn left by a waymark post and continue
to reach a kissing gate. Go through and turn left and almost
immediately turn right and climb to a bench. Go further
on, then turn left, keeping the hedge on your left to reach
a wicket gate leading into Acton Scott Churchyard. Again,

15/10/2010 11:24
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this church was featured in the programme. Go through
the church grounds onto the road. Opposite is a gate, and if
you go through it for a short distance you will get a view of
Acton Scott Hall, also featured in the series.

past the farm building, still keeping
ahead with the hedge on your left.
Pass through another gate, continue
on and soon you will find a gate
on your left. Pass through this and
immediately over another gate.
Keeping the hedge on your left,
climb to the wood at the top. Turn
right here and continue ahead still
keeping the hedge on your left; after
about 300 metres you will find a
stile on your left. Cross this and go
diagonally to the right. Making for
a gate/stile; go over the stile and
again keep the hedge on your left.
At the top of the field go over a stile
on the left leading into a wood.
Continue through this wood to
reach a stile at the top of the wood.
Go over it and cross diagonally
over the field to reach another stile
which leads to the starting point in
the Acton Scott car park.
Ian R Jones
Continue down the road until you reach a welldefined track on the right marked ‘Private road – public
footpath’; proceed down this track, which leads onto
the A49 main road, but before reaching the road take
the waymarked path on the left. This short path leads
to another track; turn left here, and continue until you
reach a finger post pointing to a gate. Go through this
gate, which shortly leads to an open field.
Keep hedge and wood on your left and eventually
you reach a footbridge and gate leading to a road. Cross
over to a gate and wicket opposite, but if you want to
look at the Victorian Farmhouse as shown on the TV
programme, turn left on the road and at the fork turn
right. The house is 200 metres from the fork and is the
last house on the left.
Back on the route, go through the wicket gate and
drop down to the old railway track, turn left and travel
for about 700 metres to reach a gate on the left. Go
through the gate and, keeping the hedge on your left, go
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Church Stretton Badminton Club News
‘Past meets Present’ at Badminton Bonanza
hurch Stretton Badminton Club have been delighted with
the incredible support they received for their Badminton
Bonanza evening on 15 September 2010. The evening
was arranged to showcase badminton in its first full season at the
fantastic new Teme Church Stretton Sports and Leisure Centre.

C

More than 60 participants enjoyed a fantastic evening of
badminton at all levels of playing ability. Juniors from the 70’s
and 80’s were there to see if they still have the skills and more
mature players and officials were there to experience the event.

Jenny Hone, one of the finalists of 1979, wrote on behalf
of the 1979 juniors in thanks saying, “It was so much fun and
so well organised. I would also like to wish you continued
success in the future at your fab new premises. It was such
a pleasure to see so many youngsters still enjoying the game
and using the club. And to the two boys who did the singles
demonstration – WOW! You are a credit to
yourselves and to the club.”
Alan Fox, the club coach, thinks that the
new facilities have given a great boost, not
only to badminton, but other sports, leisure
and community activities in the Church
Stretton area.
He adds, “This season looks to have
the largest junior contingent the club has
had in the 33 years I have been a volunteer
coach. What a fantastic opportunity
Church Stretton now has to build on what
is arguably the largest and best supported
junior group in Shropshire.” If you have not
experienced these long overdue facilities,
then drop in and see what is on offer. Ring
Teme Leisure on (01694) 720051 for any
further information you require.
Following the Badminton England
motto, anyone in Church Stretton can
now ‘Play it, Love it, Live it’. This fits
admirably with Church Stretton’s claim that
Longmynd living is an inspiring and thriving
environment.
If you are interested in playing badminton at the club ring
Ann Middleton on 01694 724045 (for adult sessions) or Alan
Fox on 01694 723865 (for junior sessions).

SummerFest 2011

Litter Picking in the Pouring Rain

he Chamber of Trade’s
SummerFest 2011 Planning has
begun. Shropshire Council is
celebrating the Shropshire Olympian
Festival (which was held in Shrewsbury
Quarry in 1864), by holding a Shropshire Festival over
three days Friday 17th, Saturday 18th and Sunday 19th
June 2011. To avoid any possible impact on Stretton’s
SummerFest, it has been decided to hold the 2011
Stretton SummerFest on Saturday 11th June, a week
earlier than originally planned.
The Church Stretton Vintage Group will join
SummerFest 2011. Headed up by Alan Wildblood and
Dave Evans they have plans to incorporate steam and
static engines, army preservation vehicles, commercial
vehicles, classic cars and tractors, a display of working
models together with stalls selling items of interest to
steam engine and tractor enthusiasts.
As with previous SummerFests, there will be lots of
fun and interest for the children in Rectory Field, roving
buskers and bands in the streets, hog roast, food outlets,
stalls — and who knows what other surprises are yet to
come.
SummerFest 2011 will once again be a free day,
with a musical evening in Rectory Field. Try not to
miss - Church Stretton, Saturday 11th June 2011
from approximately 11am to late evening - and enjoy
a wonderful day of family entertainment for residents
and visitors, with an opportunity to support the town’s
traders.
Eileen Roberts 720086

n Friday 1st October at 10.00am nine intrepid Church
Stretton volunteers joined three Shropshire Council Street
Scene officers on the town coach park to litter pick streets
and areas that are only infrequently visited or cleaned.
The incessant rain soaked everyone through but it failed to
dampen the spirits of the litter pickers, all of whom managed to
collect a sack full of rubbish. This initiative was headed by Mayor
Bob Welch and was extra to the regular litter picks undertaken in the
town centre by the Pride of Place group.
Last year, Church Stretton was awarded third place, behind
Windsor and Southend, in the national Clean Town awards and
Shropshire Council entered the town into the competition again
this year. Judging takes place any time in September or October but,
irrespective of this year’s result, local residents take increasing pride in
the Strettons – working on the premise that a clean and tidy town is
good for both its residents and its visitors.
John Woolmer

T

A

fter the wet weather during the “summer”, September was
no different with only a break of 4 consecutive dry days.
Rain for the month was 2.86 ins compared to 1.16 last
year. There were 18 completely dry days but only the four in a row
then to be broken by rain. Sun shone on 28 days which included
4 days of showers and sunny intervals. Maximum temperature was
77F, compared to last year 73.4F but with a mean average of 56.7F
compared to 57.2F which means slightly colder nights. Lowest grass
temperature was 34F so not far off a frost but we did have several
mornings of heavy dew. Temperature was above 70F for 11 days
compared to 8 last year. In 2003 we had a maximum temperature of
Robert Smart
82F. There was a short thunderstorm on the 7th.

StRETTON FOCUS

September Weather

November 2010
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UK to Beijing – by Bicycle

O

n Friday 19th November at the Cardingmill Valley
Pavilion, Chris Smith will be demonstrating through
an illustrated talk just what it is possible to achieve
with a pair of healthy lungs and legs and a well-made bicycle.
When Ewan McGregor and
Charley Boorman rode powerful
BMW motorbikes from John
O’Groats to Cape Town, their
15,000-mile journey – which
took them twelve weeks –
was covered by the BBC and
made into a television series.
Chris rode his bicycle from
Worcestershire to Beijing, a
16,500-mile journey that took
him thirteen months. Instead of
an 1100 c.c. motorcycle engine
his lungs and legs powered him
into headwinds, across deserts
and up to mountain passes (and
a wonderfully indomitable,
reliable and adaptable source of power they proved to be).
He set out with neither accomplice, television crew nor
satellite navigation.

How does it feel to trade domestic comfort and security for
life as a nomad and to pare one’s life down to the bare necessities?
What is it like to push at the frontiers of one’s physical and
mental endurance? What is the effect upon the human spirit of
struggling against hurricanes in the
Gobi Desert by day and shivering
alone in culverts at night? How
does the agnostic westerner react
to the religious fatalism of Islam
and Hinduism in encounters with
locals?
As well as attempting to
answer these questions, Chris
speaks about the importance
of having a dream, about
connecting with one’s passions,
about recognising and seizing
opportunities – and about how
he wore out three sets of tyres,
three chains, two pairs of boots,
and fell off the bike six times.
Chris will be signing copies of his acclaimed book, ‘Why
Don’t You Fly?’ after the talk. For more information, visit
www.cycleUKtoChina.com
Chris Smith

Gardening in November

Quaker Voice
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month for clearing out the
greenhouse. Clean benching and
glass to maximise light. Discard
plants outside which have seen better
days and need to be replaced. Some
perennials are short-lived and need
replacing after a few years. It’s rather
nice to have a few new faces in the
border picture each year.
A good month for planting bare rooted shrubs and rose
trees. Lift dahlia tubers, clean and store in boxes of compost
or peat under greenhouse staging. Dust the tubers with
sulphur and inspect occasionally for signs of mould.
Make sure that brassica plants are protected from birds by
netting. DVD discs suspended are very effective as a deterrent.
Remove fallen leaves from the lawn and mow if the grass is
dry, raising cutter blades for late season cuts. Your mower may
need a service and this is the time to book it in for attention.
Many trees, shrubs and hedging will have made much growth
and need to be reduced in size, but remember that hard
pruning is likely to lead to vigorous new growth next year.
There are many very attractive tulips available, so how
about a few new varieties. This is the best month to plant
them. A few holly leaves on the bulbs planted fairly deep,
are said to deter squirrels or mice if they are a problem in
your garden.
The compost heaps should be turned over, a heavy job.
Spread well-rotted material on the vegetable patch and in the
perennial border. Then start a new heap with the prunings
and material from your clear up this autumn.
Hostas will benefit by having old foliage removed where
slugs and snails may be hiding.
The next meeting will be on Tuesday, 30th November.
The speaker will be Mr. Martin Booth talking about the
‘History and organisation of Shrewsbury Flower Show’.
Eve Dapling
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‘I

was never any good at Maths.’ If you are
a Maths teacher like me, you will have
heard this hundreds of times; indeed, it
feels as if every time someone learns that you are
a Maths teacher, this is their response. It’s not true of course,
there are people out there who were good at Maths, enjoyed
it, studied it and still think of it positively.
For me there is another aspect of my life that stirs
interest. ‘So you’re a Quaker,’ they say, ‘I don’t think I’ve
ever met a Quaker before.’ I’m sure they have; but since we
don’t dress like the person on the porridge oats packet, they
are not aware of it until it is mentioned in conversation.
Usually this is the start of a long conversation during which
I am put on the spot and closely cross-questioned. I am
questioned about my faith, about how we worship, about
Quaker history, about Quaker attitudes to peace, the list is
long. Over the years I’ve developed ways of answering the
most usual questions in ways that seem to make sense to
most of the people who ask me. I was rather stumped the
other day when I was asked, ‘How do you know how to
worship?’ It had never been a problem to me, I’d not thought
of it as presenting any difficulty, so I’d not thought about
it. My questioner, on the other hand, thought of worship as
directed by someone leading the service and couldn’t see how
you could manage without.
Market research suggests that Quakerism is seen in
the public mind as linked firstly to porridge, secondly to
strictness and thirdly to pacifism. We are strict only in
so much as self-discipline is arguably more effective than
imposed discipline. At least the pacifism bit is right. Trying
to get over the message that our theology is liberal, how we
live our lives is our own response to the God we meet in
the silence of our worship and that our meetings are open
to anyone, is an uphill struggle; but it does lead to more
interesting conversations than people’s fear of mathematics.
Lesley Richards
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