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If you wish to know the times of regular meeting

For National Trust events
See Page 35

1 Monday
Mayfair

Music and Dance Tasters, for parents and
carers with children under 5, and craft
activities for 5-11 year olds.
2.00-3.00pm Mayfair Community Centre
Activity Room

3 Wednesday
NT Events

Explore the stream. Children with an adult
welcome. Details 01694 723680.
11.00am or 2.00pm
Meet Chalet Pavilion CMV

See Page 35

5 Friday

Country Market
9.15-11.45am Mayfair

Prayers for Peace
Drop in anytime between
10.00-4.00pm St Laurence’s Church

See Page 11

6 Saturday

National Trust Event
Walk and Wild Swim
7.5 mile guided walk ending with a wild swim
in the Reservoir. Booking essential
01694 723680. Cost £10
10.00am – 3.00pm.

See Page 35

CS & District Stroke Group
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What’s On in

Shrewsbury Toy Lending Library
Hesba Stretton
Arts Festival Erratum
Day of Contrast
Astronomy for Beginners Part 3
Old Tools Appeal
Speeding Motorists
Reg’s Ramblings
SummerFest – Fun for ALL Ages
Toxic Plants Part 2

Fund-raising Quiz Night. 4-6 per team
7.45pm start CS & District Club

7 Sunday

St James’s Church, Cardington
Choral Evensong. All welcome
6.30-7.30pm St James’s Church

Photo: Malcolm Carroll
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'Help the Heroes'
1WW Field Ambulance
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On in the Strettons in August

3

gular meetings of societies and groups, please consult the list of societies and their contacts in the yellow pages.

9 Tuesday

Church Stretton Library
‘Big Top’ crafts and stories. Free but booking
essential
2.30-3.30pm CS Library

10 Wednesday

National Trust Events
Bushcraft. Basic Survival Skills Cost £10.
Booking essential 01694 723680
10:00am - 2:00pm.

See Page 35
Pond Dipping

Free but donations welcome
11:00am or 2:00pm Meet CMV Pavilion

Mayfair
National Trust talk - Heather in Bloom by
Malcolm Loft
Tickets, including afternoon tea and cake, £8,
talk only £3.50.
2.00-4.00pm Mayfair

See Page 29

12 Friday

Country Market
9.15-11.45am Mayfair

13 Saturday

CS Methodist Church
Open for Quiet Prayer or Reflection
10.00am-12 noon Methodist Church

NT Events
Stars in your Skies - the Perseid Shower
Details and booking essential 01694 723680.
8:00pm – midnight. CMV

See Page 35

Group Gardens Open - Cardington
Ten gardens to delight and inspire
Admission £4 Children free
1-6pm Cardington Village

Methodist Church

See Page 23

16 Tuesday
Mayfair

Easy Peasy Cookery Classes for children
aged 5-12. £3.50 per session.
11.00am-12.00 noon. 1.00-2.00pm
Mayfair Centre

See Page 29
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17 Wednesday

National Trust Events
Wimberry picking and Pacing the Pike!
Details 01694 723680. 11.00am–3.00pm
Meet Chalet Pavilion, CMV.

See Page 35

18 Thursday
Mayfair

The See & Hear Van will be outside Mayfair
Centre 1-4pm.

See Page 29

19 Friday

Country Market
9.15-11.45am Mayfair

Art and Wine Exhibition
5.00-8,00pm Sandford Gallery

See Page 41

20 Saturday
NT Events

Rocks make the Landscape - the Geology of
Wenlock Edge. Guided walk
Booking essential. Details 01694 723680
10:00am - 1:00pm.

See Page 35
Wool Day

‘The Story of Wool’
10.00am-5.00pm Parish Centre

24 Wednesday
NT Events

Legends of the Long Mynd
A walk across the hill via Lightspout Hollow
Details 01694 723680.
11.00am-3.00pm Meet Chalet Pavilion
CMV See Page 35

26 Friday

Country Market
9.15-11.45am Mayfair

27-29 Saturday Sunday Monday
Teas to Please Little Stretton

From 2.30pm on- All Saints Church

See Page 11

St Edith’s Flower Festival
Open 10.00am to 5.00pm daily
St. Edith’s Church, Eaton-Under-Heywood,

See Page 35

27 Saturday

CS and District Gardening Club
Summer Show
2.00pm SHI

2 Sept Friday

Bangers and Mash Ceilidh Bash
7.30 pm, SHI

See Page 42

Stretton Focus Website
www.strettonfocus.co.uk

See Page 5

Ticklerton Folk Dance
Contact (01694 722418)
8.00 pm till late Ticklerton Village Hall

22 Monday
Mayfair

Music and Dance Tasters, for parents and
carers with children under 5, and craft
activities for 5-11 year olds.
2.00-3.00pm Mayfair Community Centre
Activity Room

23 Tuesday

Church Stretton Library
‘Circus Parade’ crafts and stories. Free but
booking essential
2.30-3.30pm CS Library

Photo: Nigel Strachan
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E100 series: Commandments and the
Promised Land
6.00pm Methodist Church Hall

Margaret Bradley – Humour in Nursing. All
welcome
7.30pm AS Village Hall
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14 Sunday

All Stretton Women’s Institute
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Church Stretton Sc
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Life Support Training
he school recently provided some of our senior
pupils the opportunity to take part in emergency
life support training. The course was taught by
Julie Bourret from 1st Life Training in Shrewsbury and
incorporated the sequence of life support (including CPR)
plus the diagnosis and emergency treatment of bleeding,
choking and shock. The training resulted in a certificate in
Life Support from the Royal Life Saving Society which it
is hoped will be a great addition to their CV. It also means
that we have 12 young people around Church Stretton and
surrounding areas that can help in an emergency situation.
Bicycle Maintenance
Eight of our students recently began a Bicycle Maintenance
Course to learn how to service and maintain their own
bicycles. The course was kindly facilitated by Allen Timbrell
from our local cycle shop who is teaching the pupils using
the ‘M’ safety check system. They also learn the correct
way to clean their bicycles and other basic maintenance eg
puncture repairs and gear/brake tuning.

T

Life Support Training: Pupils practising their CPR

Community Care
Each year a number of our year 11 pupils spend their Friday
afternoons helping out in the community. The aim of the
project is to encourage links with the school and the wider
community and to give our pupils an insight into the world
of caring and helping others. It has been very successful and
the pupils will be greatly missed when their placements come
to an end. This year, they have been assisting the staff at The
Mayfair Centre, Field House Care Home, Sandford Care
Home, St Lawrence primary School and Busy Bees nursery
and we are very grateful to the management of these facilities
for giving them the opportunity. During the time spent in
the placement they join in activities and help in any capacity
they can. Next year we hope to expand the project and
encourage more volunteer placements. If you have any ideas
of new opportunities then I would be pleased to hear from
you, contact Lynne Latham 01694 722209 ext 221.
Eco-Schools
The Government wants every school in England to be a
sustainable school by 2020. The Department for Children,

Allen Timbrell with our bicycle maintenance students
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Shrewsbury Toy Lending Library

I

was recently looking forward to the visit of my daughters
and three grandsons aged four months, seven months
and two years. It occurred to me that on such occasions it
would be good to add to my ‘toy chest’ with additional toys
which could be enjoyed during their visit. I therefore began
a search to see if I could find somewhere for borrowing toys
and discovered an organisation called the Shrewsbury Toy
Lending Library. Somewhat curious, I decided to contact
them and find out about their loan service.
I contacted one of the organisers, Katie, who invited me
to come to the Playgroup which is run on Tuesday mornings
from 10.00am – 1.00pm at the Harlescott Community
Centre. She explained that they have a large stock of toys
and equipment at the Centre and a catalogue which I could
browse and select the items I would like to borrow. On
arrival, I received a warm welcome, was given a cup of coffee
and an impressive catalogue containing individual pages with
a photograph and description of each item. It has helpful
sections such as babies, toddlers, musical, outdoor, puzzles,
construction etc. and the toys and equipment available for
loan are suitable from birth to pre-school age.
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I spent quite a while looking at the extensive range
available and made a selection, including a playmat and
bouncing cradle for the youngest grandson, an activity
centre, ‘jumperoo’ and sit-in walker for the seven month
old, and puzzles, musical toys and an outdoor play tent and
tunnel for the two year old. Total cost of the loan of all these
items for a week? Just £6! I had to put the back seats down
to get them all in my Toyota Yaris!
The Toy Lending Library is a Registered Charity, very
professionally run and available to parents, grandparents
and carers. In addition to Harlescott there is also a branch at
Crowmoor School which is open on Monday mornings from
Monday 9.15am – 11.15am. There is a one-off membership
fee of £1.50. Full information can be found on their website
www.shrewsburytoylendinglibraries.weebly.com or contact
them at toy.library@hotmail.co.uk or contact the organisers
by phone - Katie on 07739 420541 or Kayla 07979 962672.
This a really excellent resource that I felt others in
Church Stretton would like to know about, especially with
the long summer holidays approaching and thinking of visits
from family and friends.
Sheelagh Wilson
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on School News
Schools and Families (DCSF) launched their Sustainable
Schools Framework in 2006 when the Secretary of State for
Education, the Rt Hon Alan Johnson MP set out challenging
long-term aspirations for schools to mainstream learning
about sustainable development issues and sustainable
practices into everyday school life.
Eco-Schools is an international award programme that
guides schools on their sustainable journey, providing a
framework to help embed these principles into the heart of
school life. Church Stretton School has recently joined this
scheme and have already attained the Bronze award standard.
To achieve this we have built an enthusiastic committee
which includes pupils (from each year), members of staff
and members of Stretton Climate Care. We have carried
out an environmental review and from this have selected
4 areas in which to concentrate our efforts. These areas are
Energy, Litter, Water and Recycling. For each of these we
have created an action plan with specific and measurable
targets. As we fully intend for this to be the pupil’s project,
the monitoring of these targets has been allocated to the

representatives of each year. One of the aims is to achieve
the Silver award during the Autumn Term.
To encourage and reward the Eco-Schools committee
we took the pupils to the Eco-Schools show in Bolton,
Lancashire, where they enjoyed performances, presentations,
exhibitors and an activity zone, all relative to Eco Schools.
During this time we were given the opportunity to get
answers on a topic of our choice from an expert. We asked her
how we could best reduce our energy consumption within the
school and for her advice on funding for solar panels as this
was one of the items on our action plan. We were given lots of
useful tips which we can now implement within the school.
We would really love more pupils, parents and members
of the community to be involved in our Eco-schools project.
We are pleased to have the support of Stretton Climate Care
who have been a great source of advice to us. We would
however, be delighted to have a parent representative on
our Eco-schools committee. If you would like to offer your
services please contact Mrs Lynne Latham 01694 722209
for more details.

Community Care: Jenna Sunderland during her
placement at the Mayfair Centre

Pupils at the Eco Show, Bolton
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The Story of Wool

T
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Other speakers will cover the role of sheep farming in
The Shropshire Hills Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty,
qualities of wool, the history and stories of Clun Forest and
Southdown sheep breeds and husbandry, skills in processing
and many uses of wool, such as in carpets, with some
stunning modern designs.
Stands will show knitting and spinning, art, craft and
books. Quizzes and games. Chat over snack lunches and
cream teas. Something for everyone.
Full programme with entrance details, out now in the
Tourist Information Centre, libraries and elsewhere.
All welcome to Wool Day 2011 (children with parents
or responsible adult). Come, listen, look, question, consider
– share your experiences and ideas - and celebrate.
This event has received funding from The Shropshire
Hills Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty Partnership’s
Sustainable Development Fund and some sponsorship from
British Wool Marketing Board.
For more information contact
Thelma F Thompson 01694 722821 Wool Producer
Wool Day Promoter and Organiser

august 2011

Wool Day
Church Stretton Parish Centre
Saturday 20th August 2011. 10. 00 am–5.00 pm.
he UK produces more wool than any other country in
Europe, and is, in relation to its size, one of the most
significant wool producers in the world and has been
producing wool for centuries. The Romans thought British
woollen cloth ‘so fine it was comparable to a spider’s web’, yet
this fibre is thoroughly suited for modern use. With so many
local sheep farms, this is an important local industry and I
suggest we need to understand, support and celebrate it, and
be part of wool use.
Wool Day 2009 was inspired by the UN Year of Natural
Fibres (2009), and I wrote in Focus of sheep in countries as
diverse as China, Russia, India, the Middle East, Iceland,
Iran, New Zealand and Australia. Now the Campaign for
Wool, an international campaign instigated in 2010 by HRH
The Prince of Wales, its Patron, has taken up the cause of
wool, with many wonderful events here and abroad. We are
privileged to have The Chairman of the Campaign, John
Thorley OBE FRAgS, coming to speak on the day.
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The Centenary of the Great Lady of All Stretton

T

he village of All Stretton is
about to enjoy its day in the
sun. On the immediate horizon
(October 8th 2011) is the centenary
anniversary of the death of All Stretton’s
great authoress and one-time resident
of the village. In 1888, this lady would
feature in a poll of the World’s Greatest
Women. But who was she? Her
nom-de-plume would make Stretton
a household name in nearly every
corner of the British Empire. In her
day, her books sold in their millions.
In the case of her greatest ‘best-seller’
(pub.1866), this novel would be read
in every civilised country, where it was
often translated into the local language.
Lantern-slide displays and silent movies
were made of this best-seller. It was
even set to music and stage plays were
directed about it. This single work
would outsell ‘Alice in Wonderland’
(pub.1865) ten times. Her published
books were often presented as National
School and Sunday School prizes, many
becoming treasured family heirlooms.
By now the reader should have an
idea about the name of this great writer.
Indeed, and here is the crunch: is there
a Strettonian who has not read her best
seller? Shame on you! But I regret to
say, you are not alone. I am sure that
there are many residents who do not
know this best-selling story and who
have little idea who is being described
here. If it helps, our literary giantess’s
real name was Sarah Smith, born in
1832. She grew up at the Post Office in
Wellington, Shropshire. Her sister Anne
would marry and live at Caradoc Lodge
in All Stretton where Sarah, a visitor,
would later acquire her own residence
nearby. Do you need any more clues?

august 2011
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Hesba Stretton when young

understood by most. Her greatest
whilst Hesba Stretton, a renowned
celebrity in her day with some 60 titles work was ‘Jessica’s First Prayer’ (1866)
to her name, has been largely forgotten. which sold over 1½ million copies.
Indeed, ‘Jessica’s First Prayer’ is
now back in print in Allan Frost’s
recently published biography upon
Hesba Stretton (Wrekin Books 2008).
It will take the reader (together with
paper-hankies) less than an hour to
read about Jessica. As a result of the
various editions of this best-seller
since published, there remain many
copies available for sale. Subsequently,
Hesba would write a sequel to this
best-seller, ‘Jessica’s Mother’. There is
a collection of some of her novels in
the Stretton library. Two of Hesba’s
books written early in her career and
which afford most local interest are
‘Fern’s Hollow’ and ‘ The Children of
It is said in the various biopics
Cloverly’ which use thinly disguised
about Hesba that she only visited the
local places and people about All
Strettons when young. This must be
Stretton. The former provides insight
challenged. Even when famous, Hesba
into the coal-mining industry around
would continue to holiday discreetly in Leebotwood and squatter settlements
the village and indeed, on one notable
on the hill.
occasion, at the age of 75, she would
Hesba’s mother’s maiden name
die here! This is similar to Mark Twain’s was Bakewell. This name has close
experience, a visitor to nearby Condover All Stretton association with the
in the 1870s who, upon reading an
proprietorship of the local Ladies
announcement of his own death, would Asylum. Hesba’s sister Anne married
famously write that the report was
the artist, John Alphed Smith (no
exaggerated. Unlike the two great selfrelation). They would live in All
publicists Dickens and Twain mentioned Stretton, in property which Anne
here, Hesba Stretton eschewed publicity inherited. Hesba holidayed with them
and personal grandisement. But, as
and later acquired Clovelly.
we shall see, there does remain one
‘You Only Live Thrice’ in All Stretton
institutional legacy due to her.
Hesba Stretton’s books were, for the
In June 1907, we read of Hesba’s
most part, short religious stories written serious illness whilst on holiday at
for children. The stories are moral tales Clovelly. The CSA reports “After
which reflect the evangelical taste of the her journey from London to All
late Victorian Age. Her writing is often Stretton for her summer holiday, she
described as mawkish, a word seldom
contracted a chill. This developed
used today but, for some reason, is
into bronchitis and these last few
Some name-dropping.
days, pneumonia supervened. It will
In Sarah’s obituary in the Church
no doubt be within the recollection
Stretton Advertiser (CSA), it states,
of some of the oldest inhabitants
‘when young, Sarah’s sister had
that, when a young woman, Miss
difficulty pronouncing the name ‘Sarah’
Stretton kept a young ladies’ school,
which came out as ... Hesba.’ I have
until her writings made her famous
my own difficulty believing this and
and then she left for pastures new,
much prefer the generally accepted
visiting Church Stretton where she
version of Sarah employing the initial
has some property, periodically. She is
letters of her siblings’ names to generate
attended by her London doctor. On
H.E.S.B.A. She was very fond of All
Wednesday evening her condition
Stretton and adopted the pseudonym,
was critical, and her great age makes
Hesba Stretton. In her early writing
her family, and numerous friends
days, she would write for Charles
most anxious. Her nurse does not
Dickens. Later, she would publish her
consider her case hopeless”. It was this
own stories through the Religious Tract
Society. The two names show how
ruthless history can be: Charles Dickens
continued on Page 8
through his works has grown in stature

7
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The Centenary of the Great Lady of All Stretton - continued
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serious illness which gave reason for
the London newspapers to announce
Hesba’s first death.
What is interesting in the above
report, is that Hesba had conducted
a ladies’ school, presumably in All
Stretton. It will prove interesting if this
can be identified. It is also revealing that
in a town full of doctors, she sent for her
London physician to administer to her.
Although single, and from a relatively
humble background, her royalties had
made her a wealthy woman.
On this occasion, Hesba rallied and
returned to the Great Wen. It is always
difficult to correct a newspaper report
and the belief remained widely held,
that she had died. The Wellington
Journal in January 1909 would eulogise
“The deceased lady possessed a charm
of manner which was irresistible and
those who knew her best will bear
testimony to her graceful bearing and
kindness of heart.” The second occasion
for the report of Hesba’s death occurred
following the death of her companion
sister, Elizabeth, in February 1911.
Finally, on 8th October 1911, Hesba
passed away at her home, Ivycroft on
Ham Common, Middlesex, aged 79.
It is difficult today to convey how

A Dutch translation
significant was the name of Hesba
Stretton in the late Victorian Age. The
year prior to Hesba’s death, Florence
Nightingale had died, and now,
the country had lost another great
Victorian lady. (Three if you include
Victoria herself: all of whom survived
into the twentieth century.) Allan Frost
says ‘’Hesba Stretton was one of the
foremost Victorian writers whose words
had an inestimable affect on the lives of
many, not just during her lifetime but
also for several generations afterwards.
She exposed much that was rotten in
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‘civilized’ English society and doubtless,
like her famous mentor Charles
Dickens, exercised a great deal of
influence over both local and national
government policy.’’
While Hesba had lived quietly, she

Hesba Stretton - a life model slide
had championed important causes.
Not least among these was the plight
of street children. In 1884, Hesba
Stretton appealed in The Times for
the establishment of a London-based
Society for the Prevention of Cruelty
to Children to which she successfully
pressed Lord Shaftesbury as President.
This would evolve into the national
organization, NSPCC, assisted by
co-founder Baroness Burdett-Coutts.
The reader should recognize the name
of Baroness Coutts from the bank of
that name, she being at one time, the
wealthiest heiress in Britain. As they
say, you can never go wrong if you can
include a dog in a story, especially here
in The Strettons. The reader may like
to know that the Baroness was also the
benefactor for the statue of Greyfriars
Bobby, and a founder of the RSPCA.
Alan Brisbourne
(brizzer1@hotmail.co.uk)
The second part of this celebration of
Hesba Stretton and her local connections
will appear in September’s Focus

Flicks in the Sticks
Church Stretton
‘Atonement’ (15)
Monday 5th September
n 1935,
13-year-old
fledgling
writer Briony
Tallis (Saoirse
Ronan) and
her family live
a life of wealth
and privilege
in their
enormous
mansion. On the warmest day of
the year, the country estate takes on
an unsettling hothouse atmosphere,
stoking Briony’s vivid imagination.
Robbie Turner (James McAvoy),
the educated son of the family’s
housekeeper, carries a torch for
Briony’s headstrong older sister
Cecilia (Kiera Knightley). Cecilia,
he hopes, has comparable feelings;
all it will take is one spark for this
relationship to combust. When it
does, Briony, who has a crush on
Robbie, is compelled to interfere,
going so far as accusing Robbie of
a crime he did not commit. Cecilia
and Robbie declare their love for
each other, but he is arrested, and
with Briony bearing false witness,
the course of three lives is changed
forever. Briony continues to seek
forgiveness for her childhood
misdeed. Through a terrible and
courageous act of imagination,
she finds the path to her uncertain
atonement, and to an understanding
of the power of enduring love.
Church Stretton School
7.30 pm. Tickets £4 (£2 under 16).
Refreshments before and halfway
through the film. Comfortable tiered
seating and a warm welcome. Easy
parking.
Enquiries to 01694 724330.

I

Arts Festival Erratum
The final organ recital, given by Richard
Walker at All Saints’ Church, Little Stretton,
takes place at noon on Friday August 5th,
not Saturday as has appeared in some
publicity.

15/07/2011 11:47
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Church Stretton Town Council - Community Matters
New Councillor Position
Four applications were received for consideration for
co-options as Councillors for South Ward. Following an
open ballot, the successful candidate was Mike Bugiel. Many
of you will know him as the manager of the Church Stretton
Co-operative Store and the Council welcomes him as a
member as he will be a most useful addition to the Council
with his retail experience and his close contact with the
general public.
Housing Development
Ashbrook House and Bungalows and Windsor House –
South Shropshire Housing Association (SSHA).
During the month of July the residents from Windsor Place
were transferred to the newly completed Ashbrook House.
This facility is the very best in residential care, consisting of
19 apartments of two bedrooms and a few one bedroom.
The other 19 bungalows on this development are now 60%
occupied with several shared ownership bungalows still
available.
At the Town Council meeting in July a presentation
was given by the Executive Director of SSHA informing the
meeting of the proposed new development of two and three
bedroom housing to be built on the old Windsor Place site
in Churchill Road. This project will be in a joint venture
with a private developer and further details can be obtained
at the SSHA offices at Craven Arms in the first instance.

of the £2.5 million funding from Shropshire Council. The
amount allocated to Church Stretton was £225,000 (based
on size and population) and £143,000 has already been
allocated so far, ie SHI and Mayfair. The £70,000 allocated
to Mayfair for the Wellbeing Centre has been ‘ring fenced’
until December 2011 subject to Mayfair gaining the bulk of
the funding needed for this project.
Other projects have been submitted to the Committee
for funding but have to satisfy the criteria set by Shropshire
Council. There are still some projects in the balance to
be considered at an early September meeting of the MTR
Group.
Silvester Horne Institute (SHI) Update
Further funding from MTR money and other sources have
been granted to assist with the ‘update’ of the kitchen area.
This is for new oven/cooker, warming units and other
equipment to enable the facility to support ‘in-house’ dining
experiences for forthcoming functions.
Further to the formulation of SHI Community Partnership,
a sub-group for events has been initiated and it is hoped to
start a series of show/events in 2012. More details will be
published as and when consolidated.

Public Toilets
Since taking over the Easthope Road toilets in April from
SC, we have had some comments about the voice which
greets you when using the facility, with some gentlemen
finding a lady’s voice very disconcerting! Any views you may
Local Development Framework (LDF)
have about whether we should leave the voice as a guide
Several developers on behalf of clients have submitted
preliminary outline details to the Policy Planning Department to using the facility, or whether you would prefer it to be
at Shropshire Council (SC) for initial investigation. This will silenced would be appreciated.
be examined by this department to ascertain whether the
Planning Issues
project is viable in respect to the surrounding infrastructure.
Full details of decisions and current planning applications
Also from our earlier discussions with Shropshire Council
can be viewed in the Council Office window at 60 High
the sites could be on existing sites where the services are
Street and on the Town Council website:
already available (as at the Windsor Place site) or where the
(www.churchstretton.co.uk) or at www.shropshire.gov.uk .
infrastructure is not a problem to existing properties.
Mrs Christine Harvey, Town Clerk
It is hoped that when the information is available to
Cllr Tom Beaumont, Town Councillor
Church Stretton Town Council (CSTC) we will be able to
immediately inform the public/residents of Church Stretton.

Market Town Revitalisation (MTR) Funding
As mentioned in previous publications, CSTC was fortunate
to be included with five other larger market towns for a share
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at All Saints Church, Little Stretton
lease make a note in your diary
for the ever-popular ‘Teas to
Please’. This will be held on
Saturday, Sunday and Monday of the
Late Summer Bank Holiday (27th
– 29th August). Teas, consisting of a
range of sandwiches and cakes to choose from, plus, we,
hope strawberry meringues, and hot and cold drinks
will be served from 2.30pm onwards. There will also be
some diversions for young and old to enjoy. The church
gardens provide a lovely setting to relax, chat and enjoy
the excellent good tea-time food. The ladies of the church
and helpers from Mayfair give unstintingly of their time
and materials, which we hope will enable a substantial
contribution to be realised for the benefit of the church
and also, this year, Mayfair, Shropshire Air Ambulance
and South Shropshire Gateway Club.

P
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Town Enhancement Scheme
The outcome of the recent public consultation was presented
at the CSTC meeting on the 26th July and full details are
now displayed in the window of the Town Council Office
in High Street. This recommendation will be considered by
Shropshire Council and it is hoped that SC will be able to
bring this matter to a satisfactory conclusion.

Teas to Please

august 2011

Pilot Scheme re Street Lighting
Following further consultation with residents of the
Battlefield Estate, a compromise was reached regarding
this pilot scheme and as no further dissenting voices came
forward, SC were instructed to implement the pilot as from
mid-July, ensuring that the lights at the junctions remained
on and that the timing of the switch off period for the
remaining lights was as consistent as possible.

15/07/2011 11:47
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A Day of Contrasts

D

o university students work hard? Perhaps not all
the time, but in the run-up to Final exams frenetic
energy is released. The candle is burned at both
ends, when, with a wet towel round the reeling brain, one
desperately tries to read ones own illegible notes, and skims
through that text book we should have read, but didn’t.
Then follow three-hour after three-hour exam, with the
scratch of pens racing to beat the ticking clock.
No wonder that when it is all over the exhausted student
seeks relaxation. In my case two friends suggested that the perfect
antidote would be to take a punt up river as far as possible, until
halted by some impenetrable reed bed. So, one perfect June
day, we glided through the tranquil hay-scented countryside,
disturbed only by birdsong and the gentle splash of water.

After a wonderful day we returned, to find the university
in turmoil, with friends racing round in all directions.
“Haven’t you heard? Where have you been? Everyone has to
get out of college in three hours, to make way for the army.”
There followed a frantic clearing of cupboards and shelves
and stowing away of cardboard boxes. Hastily throwing a
few essentials into a suitcase, I headed off for the station.
At the mainline junction a train came in, crammed with
soldiers. Squeezing into a compartment, I looked at my
fellow-travellers – unshaven men in dirty uniforms who,
apart from one or two animated speakers, were fast asleep,
slumped in every conceivable position. This was 1940, and
these were the men returning from Dunkirk.
A Nonagenarian

Recipe of the Month
Trout with Almonds
My husband counts this as one of his favourites. If you can get fresh fish from a
fish farm it is a great treat, but they can be purchased from a good supermarket.
Ingredients:
4 small rainbow trout (cleaned)		
2 oz low fat spread
1 oz flaked almonds			
1 tablsp. freshly squeezed lemon juice
2 tablsps. chopped fresh flat leafed parsley. salt and ground pepper.
1 lb boiled new potatoes to serve.
Method:
Rinse the trout and pat dry with kitchen paper. Remove the heads if you prefer (I do!) Melt 1 oz low fat spread in a large
frying pan, and fry the fish for 5 minutes on each side until golden brown and cooked through. Transfer to serving plates
and keep warm. Melt the remaining low fat spread in the juices in the pan. Add the almonds and fry them until they are
golden brown. Throw in the parsley, a little salt and pepper and the lemon juice. Spoon the sauce over the trout, and serve
‘Her Ladyship’
immediately with the potatoes. Serves 4. 								

Established in Church Stretton in 1972

WRIGHTS
(Principal: Stuart Wright FNAEA)
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ESTATE AGENTS AND VALUERS
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• Residential and Commercial Sales
• Free Valuations (sale purposes)
Branch Agents for leading
UK Building Society
www.wrightschurchstretton.co.uk
Email: sales@wrightschurchstretton.co.uk
32 SANDFORD AVENUE
CHURCH STRETTON, SY6 6BW
Tel: 01694 722237 Fax: 01694 724324
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Freemason’s Support New
Adventure Camp Fund

17

T

he Freemasons of Shropshire have rallied behind the
Longmynd Adventure Camp’s latest initiative to help
Shropshire’s neediest children.
Having just completed £130,000 refurbishment of the
Longmynd Adventure Camp, its Trustees are now working
on the final ‘self-sustaining’ phase of their 5 year Business
Plan. This entails a shift of fundraising emphasis away from
renewing infrastructure to that of providing free respite
accommodation for Shropshire’s most deprived children.
The Bill Williams Fund [BWF] is to be named after
the Camp’s 84 year old founder, retired police officer Bill
Williams, BEM.
LMAC Chairman Don Rogers said, “Bill recently visited
the Camp to see all the refurbishment works in the good
company of our local MP Philip Dunn. I know he was truly
taken aback by the improvements and delighted that we
had preserved the original character of the Camp. Bill feels
hugely honoured that we are launching the Bill Williams
Fund in his lifetime. He is thrilled that the charity is going
back to its roots of providing service to the neediest of
children.”

StRETTON FOCUS
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extended the use of the Camp from 2 to 33 weeks a year
winning the Queen's Award for Voluntary Service in 2006.
A survival threatening six figure refurbishment funding
need loomed large in 2007 which a dedicated Business
Plan sought to resolve. Plan author Kim March said,
“Due to the immense kindness of many organisations
and individuals the immediate infrastructure future of the
Camp has been secured. We’ve also put a huge dent in, if
not nullified, our escalating energy bills. Now we are going
to work closely with the Shropshire Youth Association to
provide the most deserving children in Shropshire with
free use of the Camp. The Bill Williams Fund will pay the
rents for these children. After expenses, all surplus income
will then go into our Long-term Infrastructure Fund. In 20
years time when the next major overhaul is scheduled, we
plan to fund as much as possible without recourse to grants
and community infrastructure funding. Ideally, we want to
become entirely self-sustaining.”
In this way BWF donors will provide not one, but
two major benefits – continuous short term relief
for children in need and long term infrastructure
security for the Camp. The BWF strategy was
already winning support even before its official
launch during the Camp's Community Open Day
on Sunday July 17th. Recently, the Freemason’s
of Shropshire presented the charity with a cheque
for £1,000 to get the ball rolling. With bunkhouse
accommodation rents currently set at just £9 per
child per night, that £1,000 is destined to put many
happy smiles on the faces of deserving children.
The Provincial Grand Master for Shropshire James McAllister Hodgson presented the cheque
to Trustee Mike York who said, “I thank all the
Freemasons of Shropshire for contributing 8% of
our £130,000 refurbishment funding requirement
over the last three years. This gift of £1,000 will
now fund the free use of the Camp by our most
disadvantaged children. Thank you so much for
your support.”
The BWF will be administered as a segregated
financial holding under the umbrella of the
Longmynd Adventure Camp charity, to ensure
qualifying donations benefit from Gift Aid
Longmynd Adventure Camp Trustee Mike York receives a cheque for
uplift. It will be reported separately within the
£1,000 from the Provincial Grand Master of the Masonic Province of Charity’s annual accounts filed with the Charity
Shropshire – James McAllister Hodgson
Commission.
Chairman Don Rogers concluded, “We
LMAC Origins
are very grateful for the recognition and funding the
Shrewsbury resident Bill Williams founded the Camp
Freemasons of Shropshire have bestowed on us – if other
back in 1958 when he and his late wife provided a weeklong individuals and organisations follow suit we will finally
holiday for disadvantaged children. In the span of one year
conquer the charitable equivalent to Mount Everest! A
a single tent in the back garden of the police house grew
wonderful facility will have been preserved for many
into a Camp for 26 Black Country boys on and around the
generations to come and innumerable needy children
Longmynd. Working with the then Women’s Voluntary
provided with a respite break in a quiet rural retreat.
Service in Shrewsbury and Wolverhampton, demand
This far and away exceeds our wildest expectations and
continued to grow with two one week Camps catering for
I salute all those who have made, and continue to make,
over 70 boys including many lads from Shropshire.
it all possible. Please help us reach the summit of our
In 1978, a 1.75 acre field in Hamperley was acquired
ambitions if you can.”
to serve as a permanent campsite. Succeeding Trustees then
Kim March, 724991 kim.march@virgin.net
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crappies wishes to say a big thank you to
the organisers of this year’s SummerFest
at which we had a stall. Despite being a
windy and slightly chilly day we were kept very
busy giving out leaflets, selling craft materials
and recruiting volunteers. This year we decided
to concentrate on promoting the items that are
available to buy at our ‘in store’ arts and crafts shop. Also, very popular
with our younger visitors, we were giving out vouchers to be exchanged
at Scrappies for a free gift. This ensured a steady stream of visitors hotfooting it to Scrappies on the day all eager to get their gift before we
closed at 2.00pm! We are happy to report that we recruited some new
members as a result, some of whom had not even heard of Scrappies
before. Thanks also go to Miranda and Catherine who did a stint on our
stall as part of their Duke of Edinburgh Scheme voluntary work.
As mentioned above, we were promoting items available for sale in
our arts and crafts shop. The shop is open on the same days as Scrappies
but you do not have to be a member to buy things from it. We are
currently reviewing the items on sale in the shop and would love to hear
your views on the existing stock as well as suggestions and requests for
items you would like to see in there. Please call in during opening times or
contact us by phone or email (details at the end of this article).
We are well into the summer holidays now and the season of fetes and
carnivals. If you need any materials for decorating a stall or float then you
need look no further than Scrappies. We have vast quantities of material,
ribbon, etc at very reasonable prices which can be used for dressing stalls,
floats or making slightly unusual costumes!
Finally, on the day of the SummerFest, we had an item donated by
accident. A small cuddly toy was left on the stall during the course of the
day and not reclaimed. We have tried in vain to find its owner so if you,
or someone you know, lost a cuddly friend on 11th June 2011 then please
contact us and hopefully we can organise a reunion!
Scrappies, Lutwyche Road, Church Stretton, SY6 6AT
01694 722511 info@scrappies.org www.scrappies.org
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Trivia Corner No 93
by Ken Willis
1. In 1910, who disputably was the
famous doctor hanged for murdering
his wife?
2. Which King of England was crowned
on the battlefield?
3. Which US President was assassinated in
1901?
4. In 1973, Mariner 10 flew by and
photographed which planet?
5. Who did Paris famously kill according
to Greek mythology?
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Anglican Voice

A

bout 40 of our church
members and friends are
going to a holiday called
‘New Wine’. A number of others are going to
the youth version called ‘Soul Survivor’. I have
been myself. Indeed once I spoke at it about
using home groups to be like cells within a
body, so that they are not just for discussion
but for caring for one another, helping one
another to grow in faith, and supporting one
another’s ministries in the church and in the
world. We have been developing that within
St Laurence’s in particular.
‘New Wine’ has as its strapline: “Local
Churches Changing Nations”. That is the
vision: by enabling individuals to receive the
transforming power of Jesus Christ, societies get
changed and then nations. In that connection,
Elaine and I were tremendously encouraged
by a day we had in London recently hearing
church leaders and others relating how
‘Alpha’ courses around the world have been
used by God to change not just individuals
but nations. The numbers of Bishops who
attended, including the Pope’s officer for the
re-evangelisation of Europe, testified to the
significance of what has been taking place.
I find that those growing up in this so
called Post-Christian society see what a broken
society we have and want to make a difference
– they want to see churches.
Richard Hill

I

was just getting ready
to do my ‘Thought
For the Day’ spot on
Radio Humberside and I
gave the producer a tape of
a children’s musical we had
done in our church. He looked at it and said, “How many children do you
have?” I replied, “Actually I am not married.” He said, “ You know what you
ought to do; do you know Elaine who works in the bookshop? Get together
with her”!
So I asked a couple who knew her fairly well what they thought and they
said, “You are only going to find out if you actually ask her out!” So I did!
The time for questions had ceased. I had to do something to find out!
I would suggest it is like that in all relationships, including our
relationship with God. We can investigate the teachings of Jesus and ask
whether He really was who He claimed to be ie God Himself, or whether He
behaved like a mad man or an impostor, but we are only really going to find
out if we commit ourselves!
Obviously I still had questions about Elaine after asking her out, and on
our wedding day it was still an open question as to how well we would get on
living in the close relationship of husband and wife, but my questions then
were from the point of view of personal knowledge, not blind speculation.
I have found the same in terms of my relationship with God – I am
naturally sceptical, as I suspect many others are – will He help me this time
or will He let me down? I know the answer in my head but sometimes in my
heart my faith wavers. Having heard of things happening to other people as
they followed Jesus I never thought that might happen to me but they did!
We will never know the joy of swimming just poking our toes in the
water. How about committing ourselves to God and swimming in His love
and see if the questions do not change?!
Richard Hill
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Church Stretton - now a ‘Fairtrade Town!’

A

t the beginning of June, Church Stretton was granted
‘Fairtrade Town’ status having satisfied the quite
rigorous criteria set by the Fairtrade Foundation.
We are now the fifth Fairtrade Town in Shropshire joining
Oswestry, Bridgnorth, Ludlow and Whitchurch. There are
about 500 such towns in the UK. Internationally, in June
towns in Spain, Australia, and Germany were added to the
number of such towns worldwide making a total of 1000.
How does one become a Fairtrade Town? It is no soft
option! There are five goals which have to be achieved. The
local council must pass a resolution supporting Fairtrade;
a range of Fairtrade products are readily available in retail
outlets, shops and catering establishments; a range of local
workplace and community organisations support and use
Fairtrade products; good media coverage must be achieved,
and finally, a steering group has to be convened to ensure the
town’s Fairtrade campaign continues to develop. Fortunately
for us we were able to satisfy the requirements without too
much difficulty as fair trade has a well-established presence
in the town.
The Fairtrade logo can be found on many food products.
The logo gives the assurance that the product has been
certified as meeting the standards set by the Fairtrade
Foundation. The producers have all been inspected for
conformance and are regularly audited to ensure continued
compliance. The Fairtrade Foundation is a member of the
Fairtrade Labelling Organisation (FLO), an international
organisation covering 18 countries. This working together
enables the operation of the certification process to be
shared.

However the fact that a
product does not carry the logo
does not necessarily mean it is
not fairly traded. This is likely
to be the case where the costs
for certification are too high for a small producer or, as in
the case of crafts, where it is just not practical to lay down
general standards for testing. Individual importers of such
products lay down their own requirements, notably those
which might affect health and safety.
The need for fair trade is becoming more vital now
that many basic foodstuffs are regarded as fair game for
speculators in the commodity markets. Inevitably it is
the poorest people who suffer most. Fair trade however is
specifically targeted at the poorest communities and it seeks
to ensure a fair price for the producers, safe conditions of
work, and worker representation usually in co-operatives.
The small Fairtrade premium on price enables producers
to improve schooling, health, water supply, sanitation, and,
sometimes, even to improve the roads to the nearest market.
The Church Stretton Fairtrade Town steering group
currently consists of Town Councillor Eileen Roberts,
Shayne Adams of Kaboodle, Chris Bland of the Acorn Café,
Clair Hammond of the local Co-op, John Woolmer as
secretary, and Don Clow of Stretton Traidcraft as chairman.
The main task of the group is to promote fair trade in the
town and ensure there is on-going development as we will be
subject to regular audit to justify continued Fairtrade Town
status.

‘Astronomy – what does it all mean?’ Part 3

M
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wholly, or partially block out the Sun’s
light. The Sun is said to be ‘eclipsed’. I
can assure you that if the Sun is totally
covered the effects are truly amazing but you will have to wait until 2090 to
see the next one in mainland UK. At the
opposite side of its orbit around the Earth, the Moon
is ‘Full’, ie the whole of it is lit up, and this of course
also happens once a month. In most months we see this
brilliant ‘Full Moon’, shining down on us, but again,
every once in a while the Full Moon enters the shadow
thrown out by the Earth, and we get an ‘eclipse of the
Moon’. The Full Moon loses most of its brilliance and
looks coppery. Such eclipses are quite common, perhaps
every couple of years.
Meteor: These are also called ‘shooting stars’ a decidedly
misleading name as they have nothing whatever to do with
stars. They are just minute grains of dust which burn up
when they enter the Earth’s atmosphere at terrific speeds,
thus creating a bright and very brief trail in the sky. At
certain times of year, when the Earth passes through a
particularly ‘dusty’ part of its orbit around the Sun, you can
see a ‘shower of meteors, all of which seem to emanate from
a certain part of the sky. For instance, during the ‘Geminid’
shower in December, all the meteors seem to come from
the direction of the constellation Gemini. You might see as
many as sixty in an hour’s watching.
Norman Wallace

august 2011

oon: An object that orbits a planet rather than
orbiting a star is called a ‘satellite’. The Moon is
a satellite of the Earth because it goes round the
Earth about once a month. Jupiter has at least 63 satellites,
most of them very small, unlike the Moon, which is a giant
among satellites. Mercury and Venus have none at all. The
Moon, like all satellites and planets, gives out no light of its
own, but shines by the reflected light of the Sun. In a period
of just under a month it goes through a series of ‘phases’
from new to full and back again to new.
This is entirely the effect of the changing angle made
between Sun, Moon and Earth as the month goes by. The
Moon and the Sun between them are responsible (through
their gravitational pull), for the tides we see every day when
we visit the seaside.
Eclipse: In astronomical parlance, if one object passes in
front of another and blocks out the other’s light, this is
known as an eclipse. The two most common eclipses are
of the Sun and the Moon. There is nothing ‘magical’ or
unexpected about eclipses - indeed they can be predicted
far into the future. Eclipses of the Sun occur at ‘New
Moon’, when the Moon is in that part of its orbit around
the Earth that puts it between the Sun and us. New Moon
actually happens every month, but there is not an eclipse
of the Sun every month. Usually the New Moon’s path
passes above or below the Sun in the sky. However, every
once in a while, the New Moon occurs when the Moon is
directly in front of the Sun, and for a short time, it may
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Shopping in the Strettons

e have three new businesses to tell our
readers about this month – although
many people will already be aware of at
least one of them.

T A Pet Supplies

L

ast month’s article about the new market stalls
failed to include T A Pet Supplies, run by
Tom Abbiss. Here you will find most things any
pet could wish for in the way of food and treats,
together with a huge range of different types of
seeds for both wild and caged birds. There was a
time when birdseed was just birdseed, but now it
is possible to buy many different seeds and even
dried mealworms to attract birds of all kinds.

Daysdrove

T

he shop in Easthope Road that used to be Embreys
has now been taken over by Daysdrove, who
re-opened the abattoir in Bishops Castle two years ago
and who had been supplying Embreys for the past 15
months. The name reflects the firm’s policy of sourcing
livestock from ‘within a day’s drove’ of its base, and the
shop aims to concentrate on excellent quality meat which
is locally sourced. In addition to meat, as before you can
also buy a wide range of delicatessen products as well as
those bacon and sausage rolls which are such a temptation
to the hungry shopper.

My Shop is Your Shop

Newsworld gets Gold Standard Status
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T

he Federation of Wholesale Distributors (FWD)’s ‘My Shop is Your Shop’ campaign promotes the value of the
wholesale distribution chain and in particular the community rôle played by independent shops. It publicises the
unique contribution local stores, and in particular their staff, make to their community, both economic and social,
and encourages retailers to make the most of this strength to boost sales and attract new customers. They work closely with
wholesale groups and other industry bodies, including trade press, and it is from work with these people that they were able
to identify Newsworld as one of the top performing shops in this area of retailing.
The judges looked at criteria including
organisation or involvement in local events,
support for local charities, going above and
beyond to help customers, tailoring product
range to meet customer requirements, and
providing additional services such as home
delivery.
Therefore the FWD were proud to
present Newsworld with a My Shop is
Your Shop Gold Award for Community
Retailing, in recognition of this.
They contacted local MP Philip Dunne
who presented the award on 1st July and
saw for himself the often overlooked work
that owners and staff do to bring convenient
shopping, diverse product ranges and
excellent, friendly service to the consumer.
Philip Dunne, MP, presenting the ‘Gold
Standard’ award to Newsworld’s Marie and
John Vine
Photograph by John Corfield
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Catchpole and Frogitt

I

f you love wine and are interested in
the unusual, you really should get
to know Catchpole and Frogitt, whose
premises are in Timber House, above
John Thomas. They do not have a shop
as such, but buy from the growers and
sell directly either by phone or online.
This reduces the transportation costs as
the wine goes straight to the customer
from the Bonded Warehouses when the
ships dock in the UK. Wines are by the
case (12 bottles, but this can be 2 x 6),
and are delivered to your door.

Letters to the Editor
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Offensive Flags

Having spent 1941-1945 away from my family
fighting in Burma and India it was rather galling to see
the Imperial Japanese Military flag, rather than its modern
civil equivalent Nisshoki, flying from the Hollybush Cafe
on Burway Road. Also the Stalinist/Maoist Hammer
and Sickle, not the Tricolour of the Commonwealth
of Independent States or the Five Star Red Flag of the
People’s Republic of China, flew on the HSBC bank
opposite.
These were the two flags nearest the War Memorial. (Just to remind you
the inscription begins “Forget not...”)
Why stop there? For next year’s Summerfest, if the Swastika is still
misplaced at the dry cleaners, then the Taliban’s white flag or plain Gaddafi
green should be easier to get hold of. There again, if we all don’t object to evil
ideologies there may soon be a run on white flags....
Bertie Rivett (aged 95)

Response from the SummerFest Planning Committee

The use of balloons, flags, banners and bunting on SummerFest day was to
create a colourful backcloth to the town and to add to the spirit of the event, with
many positive comments being received from residents and visitors.
However, it was certainly not our intention to cause offence or distress to
anyone. We sincerely apologise and give our assurance that the offending flags will
not be used again.
Chamber of Trade
SummerFest Planning Committee

Sweet Dreams

Specialising predominantly in small
growers, they find high-quality wines
that are not otherwise represented here in
the UK, and these are routinely at least
25% below the normal price. So give
them a call on 01694 722522 or visit
their website www.pullthecork.com
Photo: Nigel Strachan

M
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What Afghanistan needs is not more Apache helicopters but copies of
the Bible where Christ’s commandment not to kill is useful. Similarly what
Greece needs is not more bailouts from the IMF but the Bible where Saint
Paul’s advice is to work hard, pay your taxes and pay your debts.
Andrew Wright

It’s all in the mind

Yet again “God’s Creation” keeps cropping up in your letters column.
Believers in a benevolent Creator simply have to square that with the five
known mass extinctions of species revealed by geology, so that more than
99% of all species that ever lived have been wiped out. And no kindly spirit
stepped in to save our close relatives, the Neanderthals, from extinction.
Whatever force created cancers, malaria, bubonic plague and the rest, was
devoid of pity. Why, with most species, are far more born than ever reach
maturity? All this drives the concept of a loving deity back into the human
mind, where it originated.
David Hughes
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ost civilised societies have
laws or rules to live by.
Many of these are based
on the Ten Commandments which
were given to the Israelites as Moses
led them towards the Promised Land.
After many years of travelling it was
Joshua, not Moses, who eventually
brought them to this promised
country. We will be reconsidering
these Commandments, their relevance
for the Israelites (and us today) and
Joshua’s leadership in our next session
in the E100 series on Sunday 14th
August at 6.00pm in the Methodist
Church hall. Everyone is welcome.

The Bible a Solution?

august 2011

Commandments and the
Promised Land

I read with interest in the July Focus that a new sweet shop has opened
up on Burway Road. Church Stretton has been blessed with a number of
good sweet shops over the years in addition to the others mentioned in the
article. I left school in 1947, and one of the favourites around that time
was run by Granny Holmes out of the front room of her house in Church
Street, opposite the school: this was the “in-place” for us children to buy our
liquorice shoelaces, gobstoppers and sugar mice (of all colours).
Her son, Ewart Holmes, also sold sweets at his newsagents shop in Tower
Buildings (now demolished) whilst her other son, Harold, ran the newsagents
and sweet shop in the Square (now Plush Hill Cycles). Gerald and Muriel
Teague had a lovely sweet shop at Victoria House – Muriel subsequently went
on to be Dr Cary Griffiths’ chauffeuse before Ivor Gough took the job.
I can also remember the sweet shop in Sandford Avenue, where the
optician’s now stands, that was run by Mrs Harry Hanson.
Mike Morris
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Gardening in August

I

think that August is traditionally a month to just enjoy
the appearance of your garden and maybe decide to alter
certain features for the next year. There are some tasks
which may be requiring attention and some that should have
been dealt with last month. So, a few reminders to consider.
Keep deadheading to encourage more blossom. Water
where necessary, particularly plants in pots or similar
containers, and add a liquid feed occasionally. Tomorite is a
good potash feed to improve colour and fruiting.
Protect soft fruit with DVD disks suspended across the
patch, it deters the birds I’m sure.
In the vegetable patch you should be able to lift some
early varieties of potatoes, loosen onions and shallots to
encourage them to dry off before being lifted. If possible
they can then be laid out to dry on a frame of wire netting.
If the weather is very dry and sunny, runner bean
blossom may be slow to set. A light spray of water now and

Methodist Voice

Is our money making the poor poorer?

I
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t has always been the case that investors seek a return
on the money they invest in a business and in today’s
cut and thrust of the world money markets there is big
money to be made. An aspect of the high street banking
and investment business we don’t really see is that of fund
managers whose highly skilled and equally highly paid task is
to make big money for share holders.
In the ever growing greed of seeking higher productivity
and lower costs it is often the poor, the marginalised, those
who have no voice and cannot stand up for themselves who
suffer at the expense of the wealthy.
Oxfam recently produced a report looking particularly
at how big business is making things worse for the poor, not
better. “The food system is pretty well bust in the world,”
Oxfam Chief Executive, Barbara Stocking, told reporters,
announcing the launch of the Grow campaign as 925
million people go hungry every day. Hunger is increasing
due to rising food prices, inflation and oil price hikes,
scrambles for land and water, and creeping climate change.”
Nations with increasing populations and growing wealth are
buying up land in other countries, already struggling to feed
their own populations so they can be sure of food supplies

again will help.
I would suggest you do not pull
any more rhubarb and instead apply
a general fertilizer like Gro-more
and mulch the clumps heavily with
compost or manure.
If you have not sown any
biennials for next year, sow them
now: wallflowers, Canterbury bells and salpiglossis will be
welcome.
Don’t forget to keep your tomatoes watered regularly
to prevent fruit splitting if they dry out. If you are growing
sweet peas as cordons, remove side shoots, tendrils and water
with liquid feed regularly.
Looking forward to a grand show of plants and
vegetables at our Annual Show on Saturday, 27th August.
Ron Dapling, Church Stretton and District Gardening Club

for the future. The land, often owned
by the peasant farmer is being sold by
corrupt Governments and the poor
driven away to become even poorer. The
report ‘Growing a Better Future’ goes
on to say, “The scale of the challenge
is unprecedented, but so is the prize: a
sustainable future in which everyone has enough to eat.”
What has all this to do with us and our money?
Speculation in agricultural commodity futures markets
where the buyer hopes the future food price is going to
increase, while the seller hopes for a decrease (so his profit
increases) is actually driving world food prices up according
to Oxfam and some of our money, invested perhaps to
ensure a more comfortable retirement, may well find its way
to supporting this kind of trading. Is our wealth unwittingly
making the poor poorer? Do we know the ethical credentials
of our investments?
“Lay not up for yourself treasures on earth etc.”
(Matthew 6:19) comes to mind. We are all entitled to a
comfortable existence, with adequate food and shelter but let
us be careful it is not at the expense of others.
JRC

URC Voice
www

T

he World Wide Web is one of the wonders of
the modern age. In today’s world you need to
be computer literate, if you are going to survive.
Personally I still write letters with pen and ink, and send
them by snail-mail. I find more interest in a spider’s web
than I do in the World Wide Web - but I know there aren’t
many of us left!
The Web is here to stay, and it will become more and
more intricately involved in the way people live their lives.
Through the Web there is immediate access to an endless
supply of information, readily available to all who are ‘on
line’. Shopping, banking and travel will all be done on the
internet.
Access to the internet is not without its dangers. These
dangers should be clearly taught to children growing up in
this age of information technology.
“Oh, what a tangled web we weave” said Sir Walter
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Scott in a different context - but it’s a
relevant word for today too. Vulnerable
people can get tangled up in the
World Wide Web. There is a lot of
uncensored violence; sexual exploitation;
pornography; and no end of ‘sharks’ waiting to separate you
from your money.
“Come into my parlour, said the spider to the fly” - and
there are lots of ‘spiders’ on the Web with tempting offers:
and more and more people will be getting tangled up in it.
Unknown to many, there is an even wider web to which
we can ‘log on’. It’s the Cosmic Web of Creation, to which
you are already connected. Membership is free, and you
don’t need any expensive equipment. It will put you in touch
with a source of Power/Energy (otherwise known as God)
which will enable you to see the good from the bad; the
truth from lies; and the wholesome from the harmful. So
‘log on’ and enjoy the ride!
Donald Horsfield
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Catholic Voice
The Red Box is 75years old…

T

his year celebrates the seventy five years during which
the Association for the Propagation of the Faith and
the Mill Hill Missionaries have worked together for
the missions.
In the 19th century, each organisation had collected
money from the people in Parishes to support their work.
Pauline-Marie Jaricot, unable herself to work in the
missionary fields in China with her brother, founded the
APF and recruited helpers who would themselves find ten
helpers to raise money to support the missionary work. In
England, for the Mill Hill Mission, Father Thomas Jackson
cut holes in tea caddy tins to make collecting boxes with
pictures of the missionary college on one side and a scene
from the missions, complete with palm trees, pasted on
the other. So when the two organisations combined forces
in 1936, the Red Box was born and there are now some
200,000 boxes in homes in England and Wales.
It is a very simple system- spare change is dropped into
the family red box, to be emptied from time to time, with
the proceeds being sent to support the work of the missions
in Africa and Asia. The combined missions ‘reach out to the

poor and vulnerable, regardless of their
religious belief, to bring the light of Christ
into the darkest most broken moments of
their lives.’
The money goes towards ensuring
that children live beyond infancy, it
helps Sisters run schools, clinics and
hospitals, ensures the diocese have priests and catechists and
encourages people to stand up for themselves.
Over 150 million has been raised through the Red
Boxes, described as symbols of prayer and generosity in the
home. Here and in and around the Strettons and over to
Plowden, our Red Boxes make our personal contributions to
helping individuals and communities wherever the church is
young or poor. This year we have raised over nine hundred
and fifty pounds.
Throughout England and Wales this year, special Masses
of Thanksgiving are being held for the Work over these last
75 years.
Words on the Red Box capture the essence: ‘To be a
Christian is to be a Missionary.’
Kay and Derek Griffiths

Quaker Voice
‘Steeple Houses’

C
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anterbury cathedral is the eyecatching centre point of the view
from the hill just north of the city,
which is the site of Canterbury University.
The body of the building seems to nestle in the medieval
streets and the spire points up to the sky. The earliest Quakers
railed against what they referred to as ‘steeple houses’. God
does not dwell in churches made with bricks, they said, but in
the heart of believers. They had a point, but…
You may know that the French Huguenots have a chapel
in Canterbury Cathedral. During the last war they could find
no French speaking minister to take services there. A member
of the local Quaker meeting volunteered and took weekly
services for several years. This summer, at the beginning of
August, very much at the time you are likely to be reading
this, 1,700 Quakers from across Britain will be arriving at
Canterbury University for Yearly Meeting Gathering, a week
long event, part business, part inspirational and part fun. The
Huguenots of Canterbury, in appreciation of the war time
support, have invited us to hold a Quaker meeting for worship
in their chapel in the cathedral. In fact the idea has been
received so warmly that there will have to be three meetings,
one after the other, in order to fit everybody in the space.
We receive the same hospitality in Church Stretton.
During August the Sylvester Horne Institute, where we usually
meet, is closed for maintenance. The other churches of Stretton
kindly allow us to meet on their premises. This year, during
August, our meeting for worship on a Sunday will be held in
the URC hall. From 10.30am they will worship in the church,
we in the hall. Then at 11.30am we have coffee together.
What would early Quakers have made of this hospitality?
I think they would have been delighted at the warmth of the
relationship between the various churches. And where are
the Quakers meeting together at Canterbury University? In
a ‘big top’ erected on a car park, last used for the Lambeth
Conference of Anglican bishops from around the world.
Lesley Richards
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Register with Mayfair and take a
free IT course. Short internet courses
including email, internet safety, online
searching, shopping online, Facebook,
photographs online. We can offer oneto-one support with our volunteers.
Ideal for complete beginners. Call in to the IT suite at
Mayfair for more details on Monday 10.00am-1.00pm,
Wednesday 9.00am-3.00pm.
National Trust talk - Heather in Bloom by Malcolm Loft
on Wednesday 10th August 2.00pm-4.00pm.
Find out about heather management and the beauty
that this brings. Joy for us as humans and life sustaining for
wildlife. The talk and slide show is followed by a guided
minibus tour up onto the Mynd, all wheelchair accessible.
Tickets, which include afternoon tea and cake, £8, talk only
£3.50.
The See & Hear Van will be outside Mayfair Centre
on Thursday 18th August 1-4pm. The van is owned by
Shropshire Voluntary Association for the Blind and has
information, leaflets and items of equipment that will
be of interest to people with hearing loss and/or visual
impairment. The van is staffed by experienced volunteers.
Just pop along at anytime.

Children’s Activities
Music and Dance Tasters, for parents and carers with
children under 5, and craft activities for 5-11 year olds.
Mayfair Community Centre Activity Room
Monday 1st and 22nd August 2-3pm.
Arabian Adventure and Travel in Time
Come along and join in the fun – booking preferred;
call 01694 722077.
Parents will be responsible for their children at all times.
Organised by Church Stretton Childrens Centre
'Hands on’ cookery
sessions for 5-12 year olds
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July's photograph showed
part of the construction of the half-timbered
Entertaining Elephants

Summer Holidays at Mayfair Creche

The crèche will be open weekdays 9.00-1.00pm for
children aged 3months up to 12 years. Your child can stay
all morning or just for half an hour. Each week there will be
a specific theme for activities and fun, but there will also be
plenty of time for free play. Activities will cater for children
of all ages.
Week 1 Food
Week 2 Animals
Week 3 Puppets
Week 4 Holidays
Week 5 Our community
Week 6 Books
Cost £3.30 per hour, less for centre users. You can
bring a packed lunch or have lunch here £1.45. To find out
speak to Julie or Sarah at the crèche, either pop in or phone
01694 722077.
Saturday 20th August 10-12
Dressing for your body shape workshop
At Mayfair Community Centre
Carolyn Hills 07790024015, £35 per person.
Thursday 18th August 1-4
See & Hear Van
At Mayfair Community Centre
Tuesday 16th August 11-12 & 1-2
Easy Peasy Cooking classes
Mayfair Community Centre.
£3.50 per session
Monday 1st August & Monday 22nd August 2-3pm
Music and Dance Tasters for under 5s
Mayfair Community Centre

June 2010
£100 368		
£20 432		

£50 627
£10 245

StRETTON FOCUS

Tuesday 16th August
11am-12 and 1-2pm
Cookery session for children aged 5-12, ‘hands-on’,
‘cooking-from-scratch’ with a focus on healthy eating,
seasonal vegetables and local food provenance. Take home
all you make. £3.50 per session.
One hour sessions at Mayfair Community Centre
5-7 year olds need to be accompanied by a parent or
guardian,
8-12 year olds consent form.
Places are limited - please book at Mayfair Reception
01694 722077

Answer in next month’s Focus
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Super Strawberry Muffins
and / or
Fantastic Fruit Cookies

29

Photo Quiz - Where is it?
Photos: Nigel Strachan

Mayfair News
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Thank You - Horses Help Heroes

I

should like to thank all those who helped on Friday
24th June with our Horses Help Heroes Day. I cannot
name all the individuals who helped, gave prizes
and donations, and provided horse power, but it was a
community effort and the turnout was heart warming.
The day was disrupted due to the fact that the convoy
was over an hour late due to an overnight closure of one of
the main roads on their route because of a traffic accident.
This meant that they could not have their fifteen minute
stops in Ludlow, Craven Arms, Church Stretton or All
Stretton. They were trying to make up time in order to be in
Warrington by nightfall!
All monies collected from the bucket collections, the
sale of wristbands, the donations and the coffee morning
were given to a volunteer Lynne Fox who had the unenviable
job of counting all the cash. The total collected from
Ludlow, Craven Arms and The Strettons was an incredible
£4336.41….with well over half this figure coming from The
Strettons alone. (An amazing £1310.58 from a coffee morning
in All Stretton Village Hall, sale of wristbands, donations and
collection boxes in local shops; with a further £1368.96 from
the Rotary Club bucket donations.) A great effort by all.
Rupert Hutchinson Smith, on behalf of the Shropshire
Branch of Help for Heroes said
‘It’s been heart warming to see the response we have got.
Shropshire as a county has been one of the leading lights
in terms of pure effort. People in the county should be
congratulated. Thank you all
Lynn Townsend

Rotary Club Appeal for
Old Tools

T

New President for Church Stretton
Rotary Club

Wednesday 22nd June saw Bill Ross
hand over the Presidency of Church Stretton
Rotary Club for the coming year to Len Bolton, who will be
joined by David Crowhurst in the role of Vice -president.
Commenting on his time in office Bill Ross said, “I feel
tremendous pride in leading our Club for the past twelve

months – a small Club which every year achieves big results.
Yet again, over eight thousand pounds has been raised and
distributed to local and international causes and we have served
the local community in a variety of ways, whilst enjoying
ourselves at our regular meetings, social events and trips.”
Incoming President Len Bolton said, ”I am looking
forward to my year as President. I will continue to promote
Rotary locally and hope that we can again encourage more
people to join the Club. There will always be organizations
and causes which need help and I know our members will
work together to offer support where we can”.
John Lefley
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he Rotary Club of Church
Stretton is asking people
to search their barns,
garages, sheds and workshops for
tools which are no longer required
but which have the potential for
further use.
Following appeals in 2003 and 2007, the Club is again
working with ‘Tools for Self Reliance’, a charity which
provides people in Africa with tools and training so that
they can become self sufficient or start their own small
enterprises. Garden, blacksmith’s, carpentry, mechanical,
bicycle, shoe repair, other hand tools, and even Singer hand
sewing machines in reasonable, or refurbishable, condition
are required.
This year’s Club President, Len Bolton, commented
“Our previous appeals for old tools and equipment were
extremely popular. In the past year a number of people have
asked when the next collection would be, so our expectation
is that this worthwhile initiative will be as successful as
ever”.
On 24th September, between 10.00am and 4.00pm
spare tools can be brought to a stall by the Co-op in Church
Stretton where Club members will be on hand to collect
them. If people are unable to deliver tools personally,
George Roby (01694 722159) can make alternative
arrangements.

Photo: Malcolm Carroll
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Reckless speeding in
Church Stretton.

I

am concerned about the excessive
speed of motorists along the
Shrewsbury Road [B4370] travelling
in and out of Church Stretton.
Excessive speeds meaning speeds
well over 20mph and 30mph, bordering
on the insane. There is supposed to be a 20mph zone
throughout Church Stretton and a slightly higher speed
of 30mph from Church Stretton, leading to All Stretton.
Motorists [cars, motorbikes, vans, buses, coaches especially
school coaches, trucks and 18 wheelers] are breaking the
speed limit every day and no law enforcement officer or
service seems to give a damn.
One day there will be a fatal accident.
The Shrewsbury Road [B4370] not only enters a small
town where people shop every day, but also leads to a major
school. Children of all ages walk (on a footpath) alongside
that road to school and leisure centre. We have many senior
citizens, people with learning and physical disabilities,
youngsters, children of all nationalities from various
countries exploring the Long Mynd and the surrounding
hills and forests.
Church Stretton and other surrounding local areas
depend highly on tourism. Death by crazy, high speed
driving might damage this fragile economy, but more
importantly have a severe impact on the emotions if
someone is knocked over and injured or sadly killed.
I believe the time has come for West Mercia Police to put
a zero tolerance of non-speeding policy into action to kill the
speed of motorists before it kills innocent local people and
tourists.
Andrew E. Williams BSc Psych
a concerned resident of Church Stretton,
living on Shrewsbury Road

Reg’s Ramblings
Wartime Reminiscence – Part 2

O

n the morning of 3rd September 1939 it seemed
that the whole of our nation was gathered round
their ‘wireless sets’ to hear Neville Chamberlain
tell us that “…we are at war with Germany…” but one
could discern no sense of panic, fear or trepidation but
rather a new sense of national unity and a common sense
of determination to ‘see it through to the bitter end’. Those
of us who were of ‘military age’ or thereabouts either calmly
volunteered for the armed services or awaited call-up whilst
those of more mature age enlisted as Air Raid Wardens
or joined the Voluntary Nursing Services and suchlike,
including mobile or static services, canteens and so forth.
The overall mood of our nation was a shared sense of
duty and quiet and usually unspoken determination to
overthrow and eradicate the Nazi evil which threatened our
futures and those of our children and grandchildren. Overall,
it seemed that pacifist voices had ceased to exist and had
been replaced by a sense of national unity and comradeship
which bridged all differences of social class and circumstance.

Church Stretton WI News

The famed British sense of humour, mixed with a
degree of sentimentality also emerged to give us a fresh
crop of songs and ballads such as ‘We are Sons of the Old
It was unfortunate that numbers were low at
Contemptibles’, ‘Run Rabbit Run’ (with ‘Adolph’ taking
our June Open Meeting as an enjoyable evening
the place of ‘Rabbit’) and ‘We’re going to hang out our
was in store. Some of us had scoured wardrobes
washing on the Siegfried Line’, whilst ENSA concert parties
for appropriate costume ready for ‘The Good
encouraged their forces audiences to the community singing
Old Days'.
President Jenny Hodgson welcomed visitors including Hilary of the ridiculous ‘Bluebells are bluebells, bluebells are blue’
repeated ad infinitum.
Cuffley, WI Advisor. She told us about her work in
Apparently foreigners tend to classify us British as being
visiting institutes and giving guidance when needed.
In Jenny’s report on the 2011 AGM in Liverpool, she stated slightly mad in many of our habits and customs and one can
accordingly conclude, in the light of the above, that maybe
that the resolution concerning library closures was carried,
they are right and long may it continue!
but the one on megafarms proved contentious and too
Reg Heiron
sweeping so no vote was taken.
The flower bowl was given to Penny Martin in celebration of
her Golden Wedding.
Then came an extravaganza of eclectic entertainment by the
ebullient Ruth Moore Williams - ‘once seen never
forgotten’ - in her precocious presentation, ‘The Good Old
1. Golf
Days.’ The audience was regaled with munificent monologues,
2. Fishing
magical music, and superlative storytelling interspersed with a
3. Mohamed Ali
sonata of songs - featuring chiefly ourselves!
The whole engaging evening ended with a cornucopia of cakes
4. Blue Peter
(and tea, of course).
5. Robbie Keane
In August we will hold our annual garden party and in
September we’ll be visiting Attingham Park.
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National Trust Events for August
Saturday 6th August – Walk and Wild Swim
A 7.5 mile guided walk ending with a wild swim in the
Reservoir.
10.00am – 3.00pm. Cost £10. Booking essential 01694
723680.
Saturday 13th August - Stars in your Skies - the Perseid
Shower
An introduction to meteors, followed by observing this
magical spectacle, weather permitting.
8.00pm – midnight. Cost £8 (includes light
refreshments). Booking essential 01694 723680.
Saturday 20th August - Rocks make the Landscape - the
Geology of Wenlock Edge
Explore the Geology of Wenlock Edge- a guided walk
led by Christine Rayner.
10.00am – 1.00pm. Cost £5. Booking essential - 01694
723680.

Wednesday 10th August - Bush Craft
A chance to learn basic survival skills with
National Trust Rangers. Suitable for children
over the age of 13. Other dates - 26th
October.
10.00am - 2.00pm. Cost £10. Booking essential
01694 723680.
Wednesday 17th August - Whinberry picking and Pacing
the Pike!
Join us for an exhilarating hill walk along this steep
narrow ridge to explore Bodbury Bronze Age hill fort where
we can rest for a picnic and then attempt the ‘big climb’ up
onto Haddon Hill where you can get purple fingers hunting
for and eating whinberries.
Children accompanied by an adult are welcome. Bring a
picnic and wear suitable clothes for hill walking.
11.00am - 3.00pm. Cost £5 adult, £2 children.
Booking not needed. Meet at the Chalet Pavilion, Carding
Summer Holiday family fun with the National Trust!
Mill Valley.
It’s not too early to be thinking about the School
Wednesday 24th August - Legends of the Long Mynd
holidays! The National Trust is holding an event every
Come and hear the tales of the Mynd. A walk across the
Wednesday during the summer holidays for all the family.
hill via Lightspout Hollow. Children accompanied by an
Wednesday 3rd August - Explore the stream
adult are welcome. Bring a picnic and wear suitable clothes
Dip into the stream to find out what’s lurking under
for hill walking.
the rocks. You can make whatever you find 20 times as big
11.00am - 3.00pm. Cost £5 adult, £2 children.
by looking at it under a microscope!! Bring your wellies!
Booking not needed. Meet at the Chalet Pavilion, Carding
Children accompanied by an adult are welcome.
Mill Valley.
Come along at 11.00am or 2.00pm - each session lasts about Put the dates in your diary now!
1.5 hours. Free, but donations welcome. Booking not
Unaccompanied adults are welcome.
needed. Meet at the Chalet Pavilion, Carding Mill Valley.
Wednesday 10th August - Pond Dipping
Looking for something to do during the School
You’ll be surprised what’s there! Bring your wellies!
holidays? As well as the regular Wednesday activities in
Children accompanied by an adult are welcome.
Carding Mill Valley (see the Diary), the National Trust will
Come along at 11.00am or 2.00pm - each session lasts
be putting on impromptu events throughout the summer.
about 1.5 hours. Free, but donations welcome. Booking not Look out for the advertising boards as you come in to the
needed. Meet at the Chalet Pavilion, Carding Mill Valley.
Valley or phone 01694 723680 to find out what’s going on.

Eaton-Under-Heywood
Flower Festival
27th, 28th & 29th August

Photo by Nigel Strachen
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Our small medieval church,
nestling quietly in the woods
at the foot of Wenlock Edge,
continues to challenge its
small congregation with its
financial needs! Please help us by
supporting our Flower Festival.
Our theme this year is ‘A Celebration of National Events’.
Ladies of the congregation will unleash their creative side
for your delight! St. Edith’s will be open from 10.30am
until 5.30pm each day during the festival and home made
refreshments will be available too. We will also have various
stalls for you to browse, offering books, bric-a-brac and
home made produce, plus Traidcraft and Shropshire Wildlife
Trust will have stalls on the Saturday. Please do come and
support us at St. Edith’s Church, Eaton-Under-Heywood,
Church Stretton, SY6 7DH. If you would like to offer your
support by sponsoring a flower exhibit, or donating cakes,
jams etc. please telephone 01694 723401. Thank you all.
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Birdlife in your Garden

T

he Dunnock is an archetypal example of the bird
watcher’s ‘LBJ’ (‘little brown job’), a term used
to characterise unobtrusive, dull-plumaged and
rather featureless species. Even its common name suggests
its inconspicuous nature, from the Old English ‘dunn’
meaning brown with the suffix ‘-ock’ meaning small (as
in ‘hillock’ and ‘bullock’). It is also known as the ‘Hedge
Sparrow’, an inappropriate name as it is not a member of
the sparrow family. This is most obvious if you compare
the heavy, conical bill of the seed-eating House Sparrow
with the thin bill of the Dunnock, which primarily feeds on
insects. Dunnocks are, in fact, the sole British representatives
of a group called ‘accentors’, most of which are birds of
mountainous terrain.

The Dunnock’s mating behaviour is quite unusual.
Some form pairs and raise their young in the conventional
manner. In other cases, several males will form a liaison
with a single female or vice versa, or multiple males will
associate with multiple females. Studies have shown that it
is not uncommon to see more than one male bird assisting
a female at the nest to feed the young and the strategy
of one female mating with two males may be the most
common ‘marital arrangement’ among these birds. The nest
is in a dense bush or hedge or low down in a conifer and
typically holds four to six bright blue eggs once the clutch
is complete. More than one clutch may be raised in a single
breeding season. Dunnocks may also play host to the egg
and chick of the Cuckoo.

A classic ‘little brown job’, the Dunnock can be identified by
its thin bill, streaked back and grey head (with a brownish
area below the eye), as well as by its shuffling, nervous feeding
style. (Photo: John Harding, BTO Library)

Dunnocks occasionally show plumage abnormalities.
One of the more unusual of these is called ‘leucism’, where
skin and feather pigments are reduced or absent, giving a
white-plumaged bird. This condition differs from albinism,
in which only the pigment melanin is affected. A true albino
would have a pink eye. (Photo: John Harding, BTO Library)

Goulder Memorial Sculpture in the roof of
St Laurence's Church

Photo by Nigel Strachan
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The Dunnock is common but experienced a troubling
decline in the 1980s from which is seems to be recovering.
John Arnfield
The author is British Trust for Ornithology Ambassador
for the Garden BirdWatch (GBW) scheme in southern
Shropshire and is available to speak to local organizations
on GBW, as well as answering questions on garden birds
and feeding. If you are interested in joining GBW, why not
request a free three-week ‘taster’ pack? Please contact John
on (01694) 724 170 or at arnfield.2@osu.edu to give it a go!

august 2011

The Dunnock is an attractive bird, albeit in a subdued
manner. About the size of a Robin, but slimmer, it has a
medium brown back with darker brown streaking, brownstreaked flanks, an ash-grey head and upper breast and a
streaky grey-brown patch below the eye. The bill is black
and delicate. The sexes are almost alike. It can be identified
as much by its behaviour as by its plumage. A ground-loving
bird, it typically moves with a nervous creeping or shuffling
gait, or with small hops, body horizontal, ceaselessly pecking
and constantly flicking its wings and rather long tail with
lightening speed, characteristics which have earned it such
local names as ‘creepie’ and ‘shufflewing’. The red-brown legs
are often hidden as a result of its crouching stance.
Dunnocks are resident throughout the United Kingdom
except for the far northern isles. It makes an appearance in
about eight out of ten Shropshire gardens, although it is
often overlooked, and is the fifth most commonly reported
bird there. The garden population is most abundant in
winter and early spring with lower numbers in the summer.
Apart from gardens, it can be found in a variety of other
habitats that offer it the hedges and thick shrubbery its
secretive habits demand. As noted previously, Dunnocks
principally eat insects, spiders and worms found in the
leaf litter but also take seeds and berries, especially in the
autumn and winter, and can often be seen exploiting spilt
bird-food beneath bird feeders. The pleasant song is a rather
thin, tinkling warble that is somewhat reminiscent of that
of a Robin (but less sweet) and that of a Wren (but less
powerful).
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Parents’ Corner
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Top of Form
The summer holidays can be a difficult time. Your
children are at home and need entertainment but you have
work commitments or just need a spare morning to get
things done. Thankfully, there is help at hand - hopefully
one of the following local Ofsted registered childcare
facilitators will be just the ticket!
Footsteps Childcare offers a warm family atmosphere with a
great central location for parents who either don’t have access
to a car or prefer to travel on foot. Footsteps offer care for
children under 5 years both before and after school (including
picking up and dropping off ) and a holiday club for older
children. They provide lots of fun and educational indoor and
outdoor activities including crafts, baking and messy play.
Mark is a trained chef so the meals are really yummy & great
value! Contact Lisa or Mark on 01694 72431 or at 32 Central
Avenue, Church Stretton SY6 6EF. Their opening hours are
open Monday till Friday 8am – 6pm.
Mayfair Crèche offers a fantastically flexible facility for
children from the ages of three months to 12 years. Located
in the centre of Church Stretton next to the Medical
Centre they are a great resource if you need to attend an
appointment or take a short break. They are open Monday –
Friday 9.00 am 1.00 pm. For more details phone Julie Price
or Sarah Watts on 01694 722077
Hilary’s Childminders provide another great family-run
facility. The husband and wife team have a large garden
for children to use and a variety of indoor and outdoor
equipment. They run a forest school for 3-5 year olds during
term time and also for older children in the holidays. Trips to
the local shops, library, park and Fire and Ambulance Stations
are fun events for children who are staying for longer periods.
Phone Paul or Hilary on 01694 724270 for more information.
Busy Bees Pre-school are holding a holiday club for children
aged 2 – 8 years throughout the summer holidays every Tuesday
and Friday from 9.00am to 3.00pm. This is a great facility for
young children with a fantastic, purpose-built environment and
lovely staff. To book a place, call 01694 724812.
Some exciting news…..
It has been great to see the children enjoying Brooksbury
Nature Play – but we haven’t forgotten Phase 2! And we
have some great news! Plans to build the all-inclusive
sensory garden have been given a very welcome and much

appreciated leg-up by Wooden Spoon, who have promised a
grant of £10,000 towards the project.

The Sensory Garden, which will be located next to the
present play area, will be designed so that children of all abilities
can play alongside each other. The garden will be somewhere
that children can explore safely, with raised borders of sensestimulating plants and some sensory play equipment. We are so
grateful to Wooden Spoon for making this generous donation.
It’s a first and very important step to completing this project.
‘Wooden Spoon’ is a children’s charity which is partnered
with UK Rugby. The charity exists to improve the quality of life
of children who are disadvantaged physically, mentally or socially.
Zoe Keeling

Calling All Pianists
Inaugural ‘Grand’ Piano Recital

One of the additional facilities in the newly renovated
Silvester Horne Institute (SHI) will be a high quality electric
‘grand’ piano likely to cost about £2,500, an amenity which
will enormously broaden the nature of events able to be held
there. The word ‘grand’ describes the quality of the sound;
the piano is actually no larger than a small upright and light
enough for two people to carry comfortably.
The SHI is a community hall full of the history that
past events have breathed into its walls, and those who
have performed there know it has a delightful intimacy of
atmosphere as well as an excellent acoustic. The hall was
built in 1916 for the use of the community. It was originally
paid for by public subscription, and the new piano, bought
with borrowed funds, must be paid for by similar means, so
a series of fund-raising events is being planned.
One of the first such events, to celebrate the completion of

August 2011 mag.indd 22

the renovation and the acquisition
of a high quality grand piano, will
be a Grand Concert of Piano Music,
planned for the autumn. This
concert is being organised with the
community in mind: music played
by talented local people to entertain local people.
Do you enjoy playing the piano in the privacy of your
own home? Do other members of your family enjoy listening
to you? Do you know any amateur pianists who play well?
We need a minimum of about a dozen competent amateur
pianists, so if you would like to play your favourite piano
piece to a wider audience, now is your opportunity!
If you would like to be one of the first to perform in the
newly renovated Silvester Horne Institute please let me know
as soon as possible: Andrew Chapman, 30 Ludlow Road,
Church Stretton. 01694 723809.

15/07/2011 11:47

41

Ludlow Assembly Rooms
Listings August 2011
Ludlow Art Society
20 – 29 August
65th Annual Summer Exhibition at The Harley Centre
Twelfth Art Summer School
Three exciting weekends for artists at all stages, from
beginners to experienced. For full details ask Box Office for
our Summer School leaflet. Advance booking essential.
£40 per course, or £100 for all 3 weekends.
29, 30 & 31 July: David Donne, Portrait
5, 6 & 7 August: Angela Gladwell, Still Life
12, 13 & 14 August: Jean Williams, Life
React Youth Summer School – the History of the World
Monday 8 to Friday 12 August
An invitation to young thespians to participate in a
week of theatre and history as we create a bespoke half hour
production of the History of the World with React Theatre
leader Cathie Woodbury. Movement and speech, improvised
play writing, character creation and development. A love
of history and silliness are prerequisites! Wear comfortable
clothing, costumes and makeup supplied. Bring food and
drink for the session, or purchase at our Café.
Monday 9am – 12 noon. Tuesday to Friday 10am – 3pm.
Ages 8 – 16 £80
Ludlow Assembly Rooms • 1 Mill Street • Ludlow •
Shropshire SY8 1AZ
Box Office 01584 878141 ww.ludlowassemblyrooms.co.uk

I

took this photograph at the Church
Stretton SummerFest in June and
would like to share it with Focus
readers.

I thought it was marvellous to see Cliff Crocket, who is
aged 97, playing with the Severnside Jazz Band. It truly is a
celebration for ALL ages.
Margaret Longstaff

StRETTON FOCUS

August 2011 mag.indd 23

SummerFest:
Fun for ALL Ages

august 2011

August Film Listings
Family
Fri 5, Sat 6 & Mon 8 Aug, 2pm
Diary of a Wimpy Kid - Rodrick Rules (U)
Fri 5 & Sat 6 Aug, 7.30pm
Hanna (12A)
Mon 8 to Thurs 11 Aug, 7.30pm
My Dog Tulip (12A)
Family
Fri 12, Sat 13, Mon 15 & Tues 16 Aug, 2pm
Kung Fu Panda 2 (PG)
Fri 12, Sat 13, Mon 15 & Tues 16 Aug, 7.30pm
Pirates of the Caribbean - on Stranger Tides (12A)
Wed 17 & Thurs 18 Aug, 7.30pm
Mammuth (15)
Fri 19 & Sat 20 Aug, 7.30pm
Attack the Block (15)
Mon 22 & Tues 23 Aug, 7.30pm
Incendies (15)
Wed 24 & Thurs 25 Aug, 7.30pm
A Screaming Man (Un Homme qui Crie) (PG)
Screen 2
Thurs 25 August, 8pm
Gasland (PG)
Fri 26, Sat 27 & Mon 29 Aug, 7.30pm
Larry Crowne (12A)
Tues 30 & Wed 31 Aug, 7.30pm
Potiche (15)
Stalls £5/£4.50 concessions. £3 for under 12s
Balcony £5.50/£5 concessions. £3.50 for under 12s
Oscars (Screen 2) £3.50/£3 concessions
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Toxic plants – a growing danger – Part 2

I

StRETTON FOCUS august 2011

f you have read the first part of this article you
will remember the striking consequences of
my encounter with wild fennel in the French
countryside.
But fennel is not the only photo-hazardous plant.
There are many phototoxic plants, both domestic and
wild. The most common are celery, parsnips, fennel,
dill, carrots (Umbelliferae family), rue, limes, bitter
oranges (Rutaceae) and figs (Moraceae). In the wild
it’s the cow parsnip (hogweed), cow parsley, angelica
(Queen Annes’s lace) and other Umbelliferae. What
they have in common are chemical substances called
furocoumarins (psoralens), which the plants produce
to defend themselves from microorganisms.

The frequency of the phytophotodermatitis in the general
population is not known but the incidence is highest in the
spring and summer when the psoralen concentration in
plants and sun exposure in people reach their peak.
So what actually happens in real life? Here are a few
examples.
An airline flight attendant, serving drinks on the way
to the Caribbean, spilled lime juice on her forearm. This
incident, followed by sunbathing under the intense tropical
sun, resulted in extensive blistering of the skin. The scarring
was still visible two months later. In fact hers was a case of
‘margarita photodermatitis’, a little-known but real hazard of
bartending and cocktail drinking in the sun.
Another group at risk is grocers and farmers who handle
celery, fennel bulbs and other phototoxic
vegetables (‘harverster’s photodermatitis’)
as well as ground operatives (‘strimmer
photodermatitis’).
There are reports of
phytophotodermatitis resulting from the
use of fig leaf concoctions to speed up
sun-tanning, from limes being rubbed into
the skin to prevent insect bites or being
squeezed over hair to bleach it in the sun
and generally, from a combination of sun
exposure and herbal ‘folk’ remedies. More
bizarre cases involve people eating large
quantities of parsnips or celery root before
taking a session on a UV bed. Friends often
remarked that more publicity should be
given to this summer hazard-hence this
story. But its purpose is not to create a
Hitchcock-style nature scare. Rather, it is
to bring reality into today’s widely-held
Hogweed		
Photo: Fiona Gomersll
belief in the benevolence of nature. With
enthusiastic encouragement from the media
Both furocoumarins and sunlight must be present and advertising we have lost sight of the fact that plants we
for the skin reaction to occur. The initial phase is the encounter today are survivors of millions of years of ruthless
binding of the UV-activated furocoumarins to the
natural selection that has honed their chemical warfare
DNA of skin cells to form DNA-psoralen adducts.
armouries to sometimes frightening degree. For this, the
The burning analogy is entirely fitting, as the next
plants deserve our fullest respect.
stage of the reaction is thought to proceed just like
For my part, I will never again pluck wild fennel on
wildfire, through an oxygen-dependent free-radical
a sunny day with my bare hands. It’s worth knowing that
mechanism, targeting lipid-rich membranes of skin
this beautiful plant is a prolific wild herb found in many
cells. This results in damage and skin cell death. Heat locations in the UK. By all means use it in summer salads
and sweat intensify the phototoxic skin response. The and fish barbecues during this long hot summer, while you
healing process consists in replacing the damaged
sip cool margaritas, but wait until the sun’s gone down.
tissue.
Barbara Hall PhD CBiol FSB
The most often affected body areas are those
Eurotox Registered Toxicologist
that come into contact with plants: the back of
the hands, the forearms and lower legs. Typical
manifestations of a phototoxic reaction are a burning
Bangers and Mash Ceilidh Bash
or painful sensation on the skin, intense redness,
Friday September 2nd
often curious marks; fingerprint or drip-shaped.
Silvester Horne Institute 7:30pm
Bizarre inflammatory patterns and linear streaks
Proceeds
to Mayfair Community
of hyperpigmentation are key clues to diagnosing
Centre
phytophotodermatitis. These patterns often result
To
include
supper
and
dancing to the Caradoc
from brushing against a plant’s stems or leaves. A
Ceilidh Band & friends Bar available
handprint pattern from lime juice contact is not
uncommon and may be mistaken for signs of child
Tickets £8:00 from:
abuse.
Mayfair, Wrights Estate Agents, Burway
There may be also blistering. Medical help should
Books & John Thomas
be sought to prevent permanent damage to the skin.
Email ceri.wright@btinternet.com Tel: 722891
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SELF STORAGE CONTAINERS

R LUCAS

PAINTER/DECORATOR
01694 723237
Mob: 07772 705856
20 YEARS' EXPERIENCE

INDUSTRIAL & DOMESTIC USE
SUITABLE FOR VEHICLES,
BUILDING EQUIPMENT, FURNITURE,
GARDEN EQUIPMENT, WORKSHOP, ETC.
GOOD, DRY CONTAINERS
20 AND 40 FEET LENGTHS AVAILABLE
IN A SECURE YARD WITH 24 HOUR ACCESS
HGV PARKING ALSO AVAILABLE
TEL: 01694 724880 MOB: 07979 817554

FED UP WITH THE OLD DECOR? STOP!!!!
Look no further. No job too big or small
Ring Bournes now for a quote
and general guidance
on 01743 467216 or 07786 393538

Holiday Home to rent in the Vendee, Pays de la Loire, France

CHURCH STRETTON DENTAL PRACTICE

Flute, recorder, piano and music theory
Experienced teacher moved to the area.
All ages welcome. Free trial lesson.
Mrs. Ann Etches B.Mus. P.c.c.E.
6 Chelmick Drive, Church Stretton SY6 7BP
Tel: 01694 723266

Full range of professional beauty and
holistic treatments

Foot care specialists
Nail trim, corns / callous removal
£18.00
By Appointment
07976 690 972

STRETTON IRONING

collection or on premises
please contact for more details
phone 07538 O194OO
or email enquiries@strettoncleaning.co.uk
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StRETTON FOCUS

Accepting new NHS and Private patients
- Dental implants - Orthodontics
- Tooth whitening - Cosmetic treatment
- Invisalign - General treatment
High quality care at affordable rates
Call now 01694 722660
15 Burway Road, Church Stretton,
Shropshire, SY6 6DL

MUSIC LESSONS

august 2011

La Perle Maison, is situated in the village Loge Fougereuse in the southern Vendee
5km from the town of La Chataignerie. Originally it was the house of the village
school master and attached to the Marie. It now provides attractive accommodation,
with views over the countryside for 7 people.
The house is fully furnished and there are 4 bedrooms, 2 shower rooms, 4 w/cs,
kitchen, dining room, and delightful salon - formerly the mayor's office.
The property is within easy driving distance of the Atlantic coast beaches, whilst the
historic port of La Rochelle is 75km. France's famous historical theme park
Le Puy de Fou is 38km or perhaps you would like to visit Futurescope.
A few kilometres away are the Forest of Mervent for walking and swimming in the
River Vendee, and the historic village of Vouvant home of the Tower of the mysterious
Melusine!
Open all the year. For more information and current rates,
please telephone 01694 720132.
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