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1 Saturday

Craven Arms Farmers’ Market
9am-1pm Discovery Centre

RNLI Fish & Chip Supper
Glyn Hayes on ‘Rescue work at Westonsuper-Mare’. Bring your own drink.
7.15pm for 7.30pm SHI

Quiz & Curry Night with Ken Willis
In aid of Guide Dogs. £5
7.45pm CS & District Club

2 Sunday

St James’s Church Cardington
Choral Evensong. All welcome
6.30-7.30pm St James’s Church

3 Monday

Mayfair Daycare
Coffee morning
10am-12noon Mayfair

Flicks in the Sticks Church
Stretton
‘Alpha Papa’
7.30pm (Doors open 7pm) CS School

Shropshire Literary Society
Book Discussion: Hilary Mantel, ‘Bring up
the Bodies’
7.30pm Library

4 Tuesday

Pancake Lunch
Pancake Race from the Library at 12.45pm.
Bring your own pan. Tickets £5 in aid of The
Bible Society
1pm Parish Centre
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On in the Strettons in March

egular meetings of societies and groups, please consult the list of societies and contacts in the yellow pages.

5 Wednesday

9 Sunday

CAMEO

St Laurence’s Church

Christine Williams – ‘A Landlady’s Tale’
2.30pm Parish Centre

Long Mynd Camera Club
Michael Leach – ‘Confessions of a Wildlife
Photographer’
7.30pm URC Hall

Pitstop. Games, crafts, activities, songs and
a meal. For info: Suzan Williams 722588 or
suzan.williams@strettonparish.org.uk
3-5pm Parish Centre

10 Monday

Good Neighbours Group
AGM
11.30am Parish Centre

Tree Group
John Blessington - ‘25 Years as a Tree
Officer’. Members £1.00, non-members £3.00
7.30pm Methodist Church Hall

Flicks in the Sticks Acton Scott
‘Captain Phillips’
Adults £4, Students £2. Refreshments
7.30pm Acton Scott VH

6 Thursday

Stretton Traidcraft

Stretton & Shropshire Cancer Care
Sian Halliwell on the Shropshire Cancer
Forum
2.30pm Mayfair

South Shropshire Interfaith Forum
Philip Wright & Alun Morgan - ‘What is RE
doing in the school curriculum?’
7.30pm CS School

11 Tuesday

Fairtrade Goods for Sale
10.30am–1pm Mayfair

Church Stretton Women’s Institute

7 Friday

Drop-in sessions for Volunteers
Want to volunteer or groups seeking
volunteers please call in for a chat with
Clive Leworthy
10-12noon CS Library

Methodist Network Group
Women’s World Day of Prayer
10.30am Methodist Church

Rachel Read – ‘Royal National College for
the Blind, Hereford’.
Visitors welcome
7.15pm SHI

RSPB South Shropshire Group
Ashley Grove - ‘Jewels of the Gambia’.
Enquiries: Alvin Botting 01547-540176
7.30pm Culmington Village Hall

CS Methodist Wives & Friends
David Woods - ‘Classrooms in the Clouds’
7.30pm Mayfair

Stretton Climate Care
Mark Lynas – ‘Nuclear Power and GM foods’
7.30pm CS School

Flicks in the Sticks All Stretton
‘Wadjda’ £6 8pm AS VH

8 Saturday

Methodist Church
Drop in to enjoy a coffee and chat in the hall
or quiet time in the Church. All welcome
10-12noon.

Royal British Legion
Much Wenlock Male Voice Choir
Tickets £6 from Burway Books, John
Thomas or Wrights Estate Agents.
7.30pm CS School

12 Wednesday
PACT Surgery

2pm Mayfair Café

Methodist Network Group
Claire Harmer - ‘Parrot Pie for Breakfast’
2.30pm Methodist Church

Amnesty Group
7.30pm SHI

Flicks in the Sticks Hope Bowdler
‘Le Week-End’
Tickets £4 & refreshments
7.30pm Hope Bowdler VH

13 Thursday

Stretton Traidcraft
Fairtrade Goods for Sale
10.30–1pm Mayfair

Acton Scott Gardening Club
Michael Darvill - ‘Arley Arboretum Through
the Seasons’. £2.50 entry incls light
refreshments. 7.30pm Acton Scott VH

14 Friday
UNA

UN Global Development Goals 2015
Discussion led by Noel Beattie
10am Venue: Please Call 01694 725530

15 Saturday

RSPB South Shropshire Group
Wildlife Walk by the River Lugg from Upper
Lye. Leader: Hazel 01568-770770
10am Meet at Lyepole Bridge (SO 398 654)

Quiz Night with Ken Willis
In aid of Mayfair. £4
7.30pm Mayfair

Violin recital by Gabriela Demeterova
Tickets £7.50 incls cheese & biscuits from
Burway Books, Bottle and Glass Inn,
Picklescott, or 01694 751732.
7.30pm Picklescott Village Hall

Ticklerton Folk Dance
Contact No. 01694 722418
8pm till late Ticklerton VH

18 Tuesday

CS Area Tourism Group
AGM
6pm Mayfair Jubilee Room

Concord College Literary Festival
Gordon Dickins ‘Shropshire Seasons: Photographs by a Failed Artist’
Tickets £2 on the door
7.15–8.15pm Concord College

If you submit articles to Focus by e-mail, you should always get an acknowledgment.
If you don’t get a response within 24 hours, please phone an editor!
Stretton Focus
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What’s On - continued
All Stretton Women’s Institute
Jenny O’Leary – ‘Tye Dyeing’
7.30pm AS VH

19 Wednesday

Mayfair Poetry Group
Dylan Thomas
2.15pm Mayfair

Methodist Network Group
Rev David Morris – ‘Mahotlong Project’
2.30pm Methodist Church

Long Mynd Camera Club
Club Competion
7.30pm URC Hall

20 Thursday

Stretton Traidcraft
Fairtrade Goods for Sale
10.30–1pm Mayfair

21 Friday

Cancer Research UK
Quiz Night with Ken Willis
£5 pp Bookings to 722713
7.30pm SHI

Flicks in the Sticks All Stretton
‘Blue Jasmine’ £4
7.30pm AS VH

22 Saturday
PACT Surgery

9-12noon CS Police Station

CS Amnesty Group
Ceilidh. Tickets £10 (£5 under 16s) incls
hot supper & fruit punch. (Bring your own
alternatives) from John Thomas or phone
722904. 7pm SHI

Concord College Literary Festival
‘An Evening with Gervase Phinn’
Tickets £15 from Wenlock Books, Much
Wenlock or Concord College library.
7.30–9.00pm Concord College

J

Quiz Night with Ken Willis

Strettondale Business Forum

In aid of Royal British Legion. £3
7.30pm CS & District Club

6-7.30pm CS School

27 Thursday

24 Monday

Stretton Traidcraft

CS Parkinson’s Group
Sing-along with Shropshire Strummers
2.30pm Mayfair

CS Area Local History Group

Fairtrade Goods for Sale
10.30–1pm Mayfair

28 Friday

Save the Children

Olwen Hughes - ‘St Lawrence around the
World’
2.30pm URC Hall

Rectory Wood & Field

Bangers & Mash Lunch
£5.50 incls tea/coffee
12noon-1.30pm Parish Centre

Evergreen Club

Public meeting to discuss future
management. All welcome
7.30pm SHI

Roger Wilson – ‘An Ongoing Journey’
2.30pm Mayfair

Mayfair

SOS CS Branch
Graham Wren - ‘Our Changing Countryside’.
All welcome; non-members £2, includes
refreshments.
7.30pm Methodist Church Hall

Shropshire Literary Society

Bill Ross - ‘Fascinations in Malawi’
7.30pm Mayfair

CS Inner Wheel Club
Quiz Night in aid of ‘Wheels’ Project’
8.30pm The Plough, Wistanstow

28 & 29, Friday & Saturday

David Howard – ‘Censorship’
7.30pm Library

Grassroots Theatre

25 Tuesday

CS & District Gardening Club
Nick Robinson – ‘National Trust Projects’
7.30pm SHI

Flicks in the Sticks Acton Scott

‘Gaslight’
Tickets Adults £8, £7 concession from
Burway Books or John Thomas.
7.30pm AS VH

29 Saturday

More Singers & Shrops. Lit. Soc. Concert

‘Blue Jasmine’
Adults £4, Students £2. Refreshments
7.30pm Acton Scott VH

26 Wednesday

Tickets £5 from Burway Books or choir
members or £6 at door
7.30pm URC

1 Tuesday

U3A

Long Mynd Camera Club

Graham Wenman - ‘Moths! What Moths?’
2pm URC Hall

Interclub Competition – ‘Food’
Welshpool

Methodist Network Group
John Evans – ‘Watling Street Old and New’
2.30pm Methodist Church

John Thomas, Florist (1957 -2014)

ohn will be sadly missed by family, his wife Catherine, friends and everyone that had the privilege to know him.
I have personally known John since he took over the business some thirty years ago and thereafter while he was
an active member of various organisations including the Round Table during the 1980s. He was a
member of the Church Stretton and District Chamber of Trade and assisted in organising the annual fireworks
display and, in particular, with the Christmas Lights. He was a good friend to many and an inspiration to all.
Stuart Wright, Vice Chairman and on behalf of the Members of the Church Stretton & District Chamber of Trade.
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Rectory Wood and Field: We want your views

R

ectory Wood and Field is a 10 ha public open space in Church
Stretton. It is a wonderful blend of natural woodland and
historic parkland that was inspired by Capability Brown, the
famous landscape designer. A public meeting is being held on Monday
24th March to discuss the future management of the site. Everyone
is welcome to attend and enter the discussion. Just come along to the
Silvester Horne Institute at 7.30pm.

Parents’ Corner

Things to do in March 2014

Pancake Flipping at Blists Hill Victorian Town
1st - 4th March - Don an apron and flip as many as you can in
one minute…a fun event supervised by Victorian policemen
10am-5pm. Blists Hill Victorian Town, Legges Way, Madeley
Ironbridge TF7 5DU
World Book Day at Gregynog
9th March –go and admire the rare books in the library of this
Country House. Free event, car parking will cost £2.50 11am3pm.
Tregynon ,Nr Newtown, Powys SY16 3PW
Wenlock Olympian Live Arts Festival
15th -16th March 2014 9am-5pm
William Brookes School, Much Wenlock TF13 6NB
Charity Battle of The Forces Football Tournament & Family
Fun Day
23rd March - lots of football, displays and entertainment to
raise money for the Royal British Legion 10am-6pm
Powerleage @ Shrewsbury Town FC, Oteley Road,
Shrewsbury, Shropshire SY2 6ST
Daffodil Sunday
23rd March Enjoy a stroll in the magnificent grounds of this
house and have yummy cake afterwards 2-5pm
Stokesay Court, Onibury, Craven Arms, SY7 9BD
Mothers’ Day is the last Sunday of the month, 30th March…
below are some ideas of things to do together for Mothers
Day… plan to make it memorable and it doesn’t need to be
expensive (some activities may need an older sibling or adult to
help out/ supervise).
• Make breakfast for your Mum and take it to her bed..
• Create a handmade card or perhaps a nice bookmark- she’ll
treasure it...
• Weather permitting – enjoy a nice walk together- followed
by a coffee
• Cook her some nice biscuits/ a cake.. or her favourite meal
if you’re feeling adventurous..
• Make a picnic - it’s cheaper than going out to lunch. If the
weather’s horrendous lay the blanket on the floor in the lounge!
• Watch a girly movie together

Stretton Focus
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•
•
•

Teenagers should offer to take their younger siblings
out for a walk- thereby allowing Mum to have a relaxing
bubbly bath on her own (she’ll relish the peace and quiet)
Visit a museum together
If your Mum fancies it- take her ice skating, swimming
or bowling…Happy Mothers Day!

William’s Joke
1- Why do sea-gulls fly over the sea?.... Because if they flew
over the bay they would be bagels
2- Where do bees go to the toilet?.............The BP station
Emski’s Sherlock Holmes Joke (in honour of the
scrumptious Benedict Cumberbatch)
Sherlock Holmes and Dr. Watson went camping. They
pitched their tent under the stars and went to sleep. Sometime
in the middle of the night Holmes woke Watson up and said:
“Watson, look up at the stars, and tell me what you see.”
Watson replied: “I see millions and millions of stars.”
Holmes said: “And what do you deduce from that?”
Watson replied: “Well, if there are millions of stars, and if
even a few of those have planets, it’s quite likely there are
some planets like Earth out there. And if there are a few
planets like Earth out there, there might also be life.”
And Holmes said: “Watson, you dullard...it means that
someone has stolen our tent.” Ba boom… Emma Alston
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Letters
The Editors wish to remind readers that the views expressed in
the letters are not necessarily those of the editorial team, and
that contributors are entitled to withhold their names. We do
not publish letters sent anonymously.
Bringing young and old together
lice Morris’s idea about bringing young and old
together, (A lost Generation: SF December 2013) is
very commendable, but I feel it is unlikely to come
about as youngsters have so much pressure placed upon
them at school to gain good grades in exams to enable them
to further their education to go on to college and university.
I feel sure that when they have free time they enjoy being
with friends, and discussing the latest pop music or fashion,
or whatever they enjoy.
When I left school many years ago, college etc. wasn’t
necessary as it was easy to get employment. It was possible
to walk out of one job on a Friday and begin a new one
on Monday as jobs were plentiful, and we learnt our skills
as we went along. Only the ‘so called clever children’ were
encouraged to go on to college.
During the day parents and older people are out doing
shopping or doing voluntary work visiting less mobile
people who are unable to get out and about, and in the
evening want to be able to relax and unwind.
I visit two ladies, one who is 95, and I have gained so
much knowledge from times past, and the other lady who
has similar interests to me, and I hope they get as much
pleasure from my visit as I do from them.
I for one hope the youngsters do not wish their time
on, but enjoy themselves, for all too soon without realising
it years have rolled by, and they too have become “the older
generation”
Margaret Foster

A

Why Everyone from Church Stretton Should Visit
London (or some large city) Once a Year
f you read this title and instantly find yourself thinking
‘I hate/dislike/ am strongly objected to city life then this
is directed just as much at you as anyone, maybe even
more so.
The thing is once you’ve lived somewhere as calm and
quiet and serene as Church Stretton for a few years I find
people start to take it for granted. Younger people will moan
there is nothing to do, while the older generation constantly
find themselves grumbling that to do a lot of things you
have to drive somewhere.
People who live in places of outstanding natural beauty
love it for a week or two but then the scenery fades into the
background and life takes over. You’ve got to stop looking
at the hills and seeing hills and start seeing places to explore
on hot summers days, fields full of lambs and calves during
the spring and your own personal ski resort during the cold
winter months. You’ve been living in Church Stretton so
long you’ve fallen back into that routine of working and
sleeping without noticing what a marvellous place you’re in.
That is why everyone must go to a city at least once a
year. To realize that you chose country life for a reason, and
that reason becomes so clear when you find yourself being
pushed and pulled through busy crowds of hundreds of

I
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people, most of whom don’t know where they’re
going and resort to stopping right in front of
you to look at a map. Five minutes of everything
being overpriced and street performers dragging
you into their show only to make you stand still
for two hours while they clown around and you
will be begging to be back in the rolling, grassy
hills of the Long Mynd.
Don’t get me wrong; as someone who spends their life
flitting between living in Church Stretton and London I have
learnt to love them both for their own uniqueness, but the
other day in rural, old Stretton I heard a woman getting out of
her car and complaining about the traffic. I instantly wanted
to put her and her car in the middle of rush hour around
Covent Garden; then she would see what real traffic was.
On top of visiting a city of your choice I would suggest
you try and do something locally that you’ve never done
before. Play golf up at the club, go horse riding, see how
many miles you can walk in a day or even do something
totally crazy such as hang gliding or swimming in the lake
up at the top of Cardingmill Valley.
Church Stretton is surrounded by beautiful countryside
and filled with kind hearted people and if you ever find
yourself grinding your teeth about the lack of shopping or
the fact the streets have been blocked off for a fate or fare, I
want you to close your eyes and think about the alternative;
the alternative where the streets are packed solid eight hours
a day and the only surrounding landscape is solid, grey
blocks for fifty miles in every direction.
Basically what I’m trying to say is that visiting a busy
city such as London will really help you appreciate what
little country towns have to offer. And if you find you
get back to Church Stretton only to long for a penthouse
apartment on the 10th floor overlooking the Thames then
at least it’s given you something to aim for.
Emily Foster
Original Sin
oger Wilson, in his article “Original Forgiveness” in
the January magazine, questions the concept of
original sin. But I think he misunderstands what
most Christians understand as original sin. He seems to
suggest that original sin implies that babies and small
children are born guilty of sin and he quite rightly deplores
this belief.
However, the Bible itself never uses the actual term
original sin, so we need to look at what the Bible really
says about sin. It teaches that man is at peace neither with
God nor his neighbour. It is this disordered state that we
understand as original sin. To an atheist the word “sin”
has no meaning at all, but the Bible shows that sin is
disobedience to God’s will. It is asserting our will against
his, as depicted in the Adam and Eve story in early Genesis.
The Anglican scholar E. J. Bicknell described it as “Primarily
disobedience to the known will of God, either by doing what
we ought not to do or leaving undone what we ought to do”.
But how did it originate, that is the question! The
Bible points to evil outside as well as within man. Indeed
the New Testament clearly points to the fact that there is
good within every person: “The true light that gives light to
everyone was coming into the world” (John 1:9) But the
story of Man’s fall in early Genesis points to the truth that
Letters continue on next page

R
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Letters continued
all of us have a tendency to disobey God, and in fact everyone has
disobeyed: “If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and
the truth is not in us “ (1 John 1:8). As we are part of the human
race we are inevitably entangled in the reality of sin. “Original Sin”
is simply the fact of universal sin.
Although babies are not guilty and are in a state of innocence,
as they grow up they will sooner or later sin against God’s law.
However, this is not a reason for despair. God himself has provided
a way of dealing with sin and that is through what his Son has done
for us on the Cross. Because of that, St John tells us that “If we
confess our sins, God is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness ” (1 John 1:9).
Mr Wilson says that the promise of forgiveness makes nonsense
of original sin. I disagree. Original sin needs to be dealt with by
God and he will also give us the power to forgive others.
Paul James

O

Methodist Voice

ld age, it is said, does not come alone. It is
certainly true for most of us, that as the years
roll by, aches and pains develop, various parts
of our bodies may need replacing and we rattle with pills to keep us
going.
However, there are advantages to growing older, one of which
is having more time. Time to reflect on the past and the present
can help to plan the future in a more imaginative and fulfilling way,
perhaps learning a musical instrument or keeping those hens or
bees you have promised yourself. It is maybe a time to realise some
of those dreams.
Slowing down enough to appreciate the many free God-given
pleasures, listening to the dawn chorus, watching for bulbs to push
through seemingly solid earth every spring, counting butterflies
on the buddleia bush in summer, seeing the vibrant colours of
changing autumn leaves, and, in winter cosying up in the warm and
looking through seed catalogues thinking of spring.
For book readers, time for reading brings untold pleasure. Every
interest or hobby can be indulged; be it history, geography, art,
music, poetry, gardening, woodwork and indeed travel. Being able
to travel via a book can be a revelation and no waiting in traffic
jams on motorways or queues at airports!
Those of you blessed with grandchildren or a relationship with
someone young will understand the joy of time spent with them.
Although it can be exhausting and often challenging, fun, laughter
and honest interaction seem to reconnect us with our own youth.
Proverbs17v6 tells us that “Grandchildren are the crown of the
aged”, a point to remember when asked to play yet another game of
football!
Creating time to spend with family, helping where you can and
making sure they know how much they are loved and appreciated
are all important. Keeping in touch and giving thanks too for past
and present friends who know and like the good parts of you and
tolerate the awkward parts.
Having time to give undivided attention to anyone who needs a
listening ear or reassurance brings warmth and satisfaction to both
parties. And eventually when it comes our time to receive help,
may we have a grateful heart without feeling too inadequate. It is
difficult to accept having to slow down, but in Corinthians 4v16 it
tells us “not to lose heart, for though the outer self is wasting away,
our inner self is being renewed day by day”.
Sally Walton
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Gardening In March

U

nless we have had a dry February, with
the consistent heavy rain that we have
experienced since the New Year, most
local gardens will be so wet that outside tasks will
be limited. Sowing will only be possible if you
have managed to protect soil with polythene or
cloches. Try to avoid compacting the ground.
Onion sets and shallots ought to be planted and
early potatoes that have chitted, set out. It will
probably be better to make sowings of beans, peas
and salads in suitable containers under cover of a
greenhouse for planting out later.
Sweetpeas can
be sown in root
trainers or plastic
tubes, and tomato
seed sown to be
eventually planted
in a greenhouse
Clematis can be pruned. The early flowering
types should only have any weak growth removed.
The large flowering hybrids which are late
flowering can be cut down to about 12” from the
base.
Try to complete the pruning of climbing and
bush roses as new growth will soon be appearing. A
top dressing of top rose fertiliser should be hoed
into the soil.
Last year saw many shrubs in containers
make considerable growth. They will need
careful pruning and some may need to be
repotted in a larger container. Alternatively,
lift the plant out of its pot and tease some
of the root ball off and even remove up to a
third of the base of the root ball. It will then
be possible to replant into the same vessel on
some new compost, which can also be worked
down around the rim of the container. It will
then grow even bigger!!
In the fruit patch, summer fruiting raspberries
should have the fruiting canes tied to supporting
canes and the autumn fruiting canes can now be
cut to ground level.
Dahlia tubers can now be potted up and started
into growth, but must be kept frost free. It is
possible to increase the stock of perhaps a favourite
variety, by taking cuttings when the tuber has
produced growth of about 2 inches. Such cuttings
must be dipped in a hormone rooting powder and
set in small pots in a propagator.
Our speaker on Tuesday 25th March, will
be Nick Robinson talking about National Trust
Projects.
A reminder, our Spring Show will be on
Tuesday, 22nd April when we will have a
Gardeners’ Question Time, plus a plant stall and
several exhibit classes. If you have any questions
you would like to ask the team, please let us know
in advance.
Ron Dapling
Church Stretton & District Gardening Club

March 2014

Stretton Focus

14/02/2014 11:56

The Story of Sheep

The Beulah Speckled Face Sheep

And it continued with Bertie.
t is said that the nation’s favourite way to get to sleep is
to count sheep. There are around 15.2 million breeding
ewes in the UK, and they do not ‘all look the same’! The
Beulah Speckled Face has a very pretty distinctive black and
white face, shortish white fleece and black and white legs,
free of fleece. It is a hill breed, hardy, but not as hardy as
the mountain sheep. It is larger, ‘nimble’, and, more used to
fields than open land, generally easier to manage.
Beulah is near Builth Wells, Powys. The other black
and white faced sheep found in Wales is the Kerry (Kerry is
near Newtown), with a black nose as though dipped in ink.
Further east on the highlands of Yorkshire and Cumbria,
there are black and white faced sheep such as the mountain
breeds Swaledale, Dalesbred, Rough Fell, and in Scotland
the numerous Scottish Blackface, whose long fleeces provide
much of the wool for carpets. It is thought these types of
sheep were brought to Britain by the Danes in the 9th and
10th Centuries. Speckled face sheep were long found on
Cannock Chase and the Long Mynd, and perhaps were
originally taken further west as dowry, as booty or by an
enterprising farmer wanting larger sheep and, like Jacob
in the Bible (Genesis Ch. 30 vs 22 – 24), to be able to
distinguish his flock, in this case from the otherwise white
or tan faced sheep of Wales.
Farmers categorise their sheep not only for looks and
conformation. William Youatt, an early 19th Century veterinary
surgeon, gives a list of terms, most of which are still used.
Males: tup or ram lamb till weaned (at 5 months); then
hog, or hogget, and if castrated, wether, till first shorn (at
about 18 months); then shearling; then tup or ram or wether.
Females: ewe-lamb or gimmer till weaned: gimmer,
theave, hog, ewe-hog or teg; yearling ewe (about 18 months
old), a virgin ewe ready for first breeding; ewe.
Store lambs (not in Youatt) are male (or less often
female) weaned lambs for fattening.
This makes the total UK sheep count about 32.2
million. And the world count - for those especially sleepless
nights - is 1,084,305,000, although most shepherds will not
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Some of Mr. and Mrs. Hyde’s Beulah Speckled Face sheep
be getting much sleep at lambing time when the ewes need
regularly to be checked at all times.
Lambing runs from January until April, with the hill
and mountain sheep generally lambing last. Mr Sid and Mrs
Brenda Hyde have kept Beulah sheep for around 55 years at
Hope Bowdler. They currently have a flock of 900 Beulahs.
“They are hardy, suited to our hill land, and good mothers.”
Lambing will be March - April. The ewes will lamb in the
field, and with careful nutrition some months before, will
have enough milk to feed their lambs without further help,
even the forty per cent who will have twins.
When the ewes are three to four years old they will be
put to a different type of ram, probably the Blue Faced
Leicester, currently the top crossing ram for its fertility.
This gives a bigger lamb, known as a ‘mule’, better for the
(meat) market. All sheep can interbreed, being of the same
species, and will have fertile offspring, unlike the ‘mule’
from the horse and ass, a cross between species, which is
infertile.
And Bertie? He was the Beulah ram I bought for my
ten Beulah ewes. Another defence mechanism of sheep is
to execute spectacular vertical leaps and sometimes to jump
fences - or push through hedges. He was indeed a ‘bounder’!
Sheep have been domesticated for around 12,000 years and
the simple fence is a great tool in the selective breeding of
sheep, of which more next time.
Mr and Mrs Hyde’s Beulahs can be seen either side of
the top road to Acton Scott at the Hope Bowdler end.

Church Stretton Walking Festival 2014

ur 12th Annual Walking Festival takes place from
Thursday 5th June to Sunday 8th June 2014 and
features 12 walks, from six to 13 miles, covering a
variety of routes on the Long Mynd and the Stretton Hills.
The walks, which start from the Silvester Horne Institute
at 9.30am each day, are varied in difficulty and paced to
cover all abilities and fitness levels and are led by local
walkers or a National Trust warden. Each walk is £6 and
pre-booking is essential as numbers are limited, so have a
look at the website, www.churchstrettonwalkingfestival.
co.uk, choose your walk, send off the Booking Form and
come and join us.
You can also join walk leaders and fellow walkers for a meal
at the Bucks Head on the Friday and Saturday evenings
by reserving your place with a £5 deposit. For further
information, contact – Trevor Halsey on 01694 724268 or
trevorhalsey@btinternet.com
Church Stretton Area Tourism Group

Stretton Focus

March 2014 mag.indd 8

March 2014

11

14/02/2014 11:56

Inner Wheel Quiz Night

Q

uiz night at the Plough, Wistanstow on Friday 28
March at 8.30pm in aid of Inner Wheel Club of
Church Stretton ‘Wheels’project’.
Why ‘Wheels’ project’? The first meeting of
any Inner Wheel Club was held on 10 January 1924.
Since this meeting of a small number of wives of Rotarians
in Manchester, England the organisation has grown to a
membership of over 100,000 in 103 countries. To celebrate
the 90th birthday the President of GB and I suggested that
clubs support their local community in some way with
‘wheels’. So far Church Stretton Club has given a toybox on wheels containing many toys with wheels to the
Women’s Refuge. The aim now is to raise sufficient funds
by 30th June, the end of the Inner Wheel year, to purchase
something larger. One suggestion is a sports wheelchair for a
local school. You, the reader, could have another suggestion
for members to consider. Please contact Club President Joan
(01694 723035) or club Secretary Anne (01694 771808)
with ideas or details about joining the club. Originally
membership was restricted to wives or female relatives of
Rotarians. Since July 2012 membership has been expanded
to women who wish to help improve their community
locally, nationally and worldwide.
Janet Hall
Treasurer of Inner Wheel Club of Church Stretton

Trivia Corner No 124
by Ken Willis
1. What ageless song did Mildred & Patty Hill write
in 1893?
2. What is the fibrous band that connects muscle to
bone called?
3. Which UK politician faked his own death in 1974?
4. What is the UK’s smallest bat?
5. Which is the UK’s longest motorway?

Photographs by Nigel Strachan

Photo Quiz - Where is it?
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Last month’s photo (left)
was taken by St Laurence’s
Church (Grit Salt)

The Strummers ----- Sing Our Songs
e thank all those who
supported the RNLI at
this cheerful event on 25th
January. We filled the Club Room and
made £456 for the RNLI’s SOS Campaign. People made
plenty of noise and evidently enjoyed the evening.
Richard Turner Jones

W

‘Thank you’ to Berry’s Coffee House.
tretton and Shropshire Cancer Care would like to
thank Berry’s Coffee House for their continued
support and once again donating the proceeds of their
sale of mulled wine at ‘Carols in the Square’ on Christmas
Eve.
We offer support to people in the Strettons and beyond
who have been affected by cancer in any way. There is no
membership or meeting fee.
Berry’s generous donation will enable us to continue to offer
a range of support, including inviting excellent speakers to
our meetings. We are especially pleased that Anna Browne
from the Million Women Study, based at Oxford University
is coming to speak to us at our evening meeting on 9th June
at 7.30pm at Mayfair. You are all welcome.
Lesley McIntyre
Chair, Stretton and Shropshire Cancer Care.

S

Our Thanks to Guide Dogs
n August 2013 prior to going away on a ‘Special
Anniversary Holiday’ we were very unfortunate to lose
our beloved German Sheph mard called Tiffany, who we
had obtained from Guide Dogs in 2005. I will not linger
on the saga, but after returning from holiday we felt quite
lost, and after approaching Guide Dogs we were fortunate
to obtain a further dog that had been withdrawn from the
final training programme. Some of the residents in Church
Stretton will no doubt see Yvonne, and myself with our new
dog, Kiera (Black Shepherd/Labrador) from time to time.
However, with the support we have enjoyed from Guide
Dogs we have now involved ourselves in a more active role,
and we are now officially the Volunteer Co-ordinators on
fund raising in the Church Stretton area directly back to
Shrewsbury HQ.
The first of these events will be held on Saturday 1st
March at the Church Stretton & District Club in Essex
Road, a Quiz & Curry evening, organised for us by Ken
Willis.
On Saturday 29th March, we will be organising a
collection in the Foyer area of the Co-op Store in Lions
Meadow, to explain more details, and information on the
work that Guide Dogs are involved in. Then on Saturday
26th April we will be having a stall on the Charities Day
event in the Market Square, and hopefully be accompanied
by several ‘Waggie Tails’
Anybody wanting to help with this Charity or get
involved, contact either Tom & Yvonne Beaumont on
Tel 01694 722533, or mails tombeau17@btinternet.com or
yvonne.beaumont1@btinternet.com
Tom Beaumont
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Video Game Review
Available on: Android & iOS devices, Facebook, PC
PEGI Rating: None
here’s a good chance that you or someone you know
regularly plays ‘match three’ puzzle games. Candy Crush
Saga has been very popular on Facebook, for example.
Before that there was Bejeweled, but these games actually
originated in 1994, with a PC game called Shakiri.
Much like Tetris before it, Shariki has spawned an entire
genre that has changed little from the original formula.
Nowadays, ‘match three’ games involve special abilities and
consumable items, but these are the hallmark of
Facebook and mobile phone games, rather than staples
of the genre itself.
I have spent the last month or so playing one of
the many ‘match three’ games available on iOS and
Android phones/tablets, and I can tell you that Marvel
Puzzle Quest: Dark Reign is one of the best I’ve
played.
MPQ (for the sake of brevity) follows the Dark
Reign comic book storyline that sees SHIELD and its
various Avengers ousted by a mysterious new organisation called
HAMMER, with its own all-star superhero team. The story nods
to the comic book, but it’s really an excuse to bring together
a veritable smorgasbord of familiar faces from Marvel comics,
cartoons and films.
But what of the game itself? Each round is a battle between
two teams of up to three characters. Then the fight is won or lost
on a battlefield of colourful gems that, as is the fashion, must
be switched around to create lines of three or more gems of the
same colour. The interesting part comes in the form of each
character’s personalised special abilities which must be charged up
by making matches of certain colours. These abilities can damage
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the opposition or improve the board, the ultimate
objective being to knock out all characters on the
opposing team.
Beyond the obvious, each fight yields rewards of
health packs, new characters or upgrade items. MPQ,
like many free-to-play games will restrict your ability
to progress by limiting character health or strength. I
must make it clear that it is possible to buy upgrades
and health packs through the game with real money.
Parents/carers, please take precautions to ensure that
any pay options are restricted on your
Apple, Google and Facebook accounts.
I would not recommend Marvel
Puzzle Quest if it followed the trend of
many free and social games. Thankfully, it
is not oppressively restrictive in allowing
the player to enjoy the game, nor are there
intrusive prompts to pay money. MPQ
can be connected to Facebook for sharing
rewards with friends, and for playing
against other players’ teams. The game is fun, and it
importantly remembers to prioritise that above all else.
If you or someone you know has enjoyed Marvel
Studios’ excellent filmic, televisual and printed
superhero capers of the last few decades, then they are
in for a treat with Marvel Puzzle Quest: Dark Reign.
If that same someone has a fondness for Facebook and
smartphone gaming in their lunch break or on the
bus, then this could be one of the best games they’ve
played. Any questions about this game or video
games in general can be directed to James Carter at
jamesdcarter@outlook.com.

The National Trust needs your books!!

pring is here. Well is it? Surely there will be many more days
when the weather makes us feel like curling up with a good
book. The place to get that good book is at The National
Trust Chalet Pavilion Tea-room. Open every day the books are
changed and added to regularly and they are very cheap! Enjoy a
tea or coffee and a book on our new red sofa.

T
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In order to keep this service going we
need a supply of books. These can be left
with the tea-room staff or larger amounts
to be picked up please ring John on 01694 723914.
All the money raised is spent here in The Strettons.
Janet Beaumont-Nesbitt and John Goyne

Community Wildlife Group

he Annual Public Meeting of SACWG was held on
Monday 3rd February at Church Stretton School. The
evening’s programme consisted of presentations from
group leaders of the results of surveys undertaken in 2013. You
can see the full Annual Report on our website: http://www.
shropscwgs.org.uk/.
In addition to agreement to continue most of the 2013
surveys, proposals for new surveys for 2014 were presented and
adopted. These were:
A study of the Wildlife of Local Churchyards and Burial
grounds, in a similar manner to the work carried out by the
group Caring for God’s Acre;
A Study of Swift populations in the Strettons, in conjunction
with Ludlow Swifts Group.
The County Ecologist and Biodiversity Office, Dan Wrench,
addressed the meeting and outlined ideas for working with the SACWG.
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Members of several local groups were present and
there was an interesting exchange of ideas. A raffle
raised £62 for the group, ensuring that the group
would continue to offer free membership. A reminder
that we will be in contact with all our members, both
existing and new, to consolidate the arrangements
for participation in surveys. SACWG continues to
welcome new members. If you are interested in getting
involved, take a look at our website.
The Committee would like to express their
gratitude to Church Stretton School for the excellent
arrangements that were made for our meeting and
to thank all those present for their comments and
suggestions.
Graham Wenman, Chairman
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Church Stretton Town Council Community Matters

his edition of Community Matters is quite brief,
allowing room for a photo gallery of your Town
Councillors and Clerk to enable residents to get to
know a little more about those who represent them at this
level of local government.
Council Tax for 2014/15
Ever-increasing pressures on this third tier of Local
Government have made it extremely difficult to budget for
the next financial year. Pressures from higher tiers to take on
more services but without the appropriate funding continue.
The Council Tax Support Grant from Central Government
(passed to us via Shropshire Council) has decreased by
nearly £1,000 and the Town Council has pledged £10,000
as a one-off grant to the Health & Wellbeing Centre.
With savings achieved in various budget headings, early
indications were that there would only be a small increase
of 2.9%. However, at virtually the last minute the Town
Council was notified that following the triennial valuation
of the Local Government Pension fund, the Employers
contribution would be increased from 16.2% to 23.8% as
from 01/04/14. This would have the effect of an increase of
5.85%. (£7.12) on a Band D Council Tax.
The Town Council felt this was unacceptable and
wished to keep the increase below £5.00 for the year. After
identifying further savings the Town Council has agreed
a Precept requirement of £259,198, made up of a budget
requirement for 2014/2015 of £274,695, less Government
Grant (Council Tax Support grant) of £15,497, resulting in

a Band D Council Tax of £126.50 which is an increase of
£4.64 for the year (3.8%, i.e. 9 pence per week)
(Note that with the savings identified and without the
increase in employer’s contribution to the pension fund and
the one-off grant to the Wellbeing Centre, a Band D for
2014/15 would have decreased by £4.56 (-3.7%))
SAMDev
As reported in January, Shropshire Council’s SAMdev
Final Plan is scheduled to go out for consultation at the
beginning of March 2014 for six weeks.
Individual responses to the Revised Preferred Options
consultation will not be available on the SC website before
the submission stage of the Final Plan. This is likely to be in
May/June 2014.
Meanwhile, the Town Council continues to be active
in meeting with local organisations such as National
Trust, AONB, CPRE, Civic Society, Chamber of Trade
etc. to co-ordinate a united front to ensure that the future
development of the town is in keeping with its unique
setting in the Shropshire Hills AONB.
Planning Issues
Full details of decisions and current planning
applications can be viewed in the Council Office window
at 60 High Street and on the Town Council website (www.
churchstretton.co.uk) or at www.shropshire.gov.uk
Mrs Christine Harvey, Town Clerk
Cllr Michael Braid, Town Mayor

CS Local History Group

T

he Church Stretton Local History Group brings
together people who have an interest in local and
regional history. We have monthly meetings, some
of which are lecture based and topics have included the
Birmingham nail industry, the Church Stretton workhouse,
the history of Brown Clee and, most recently, a talk on
Shropshire’s iron age forts. Having two on our doorsteps,
this was a very interesting subject and was very well
attended. The group has also done exchanges with other
local history groups and visited houses only open to groups.
Some members of the group are currently researching
different aspects of medieval life and how they relate to
our town. This work will then be put on display as part of
the town’s medieval celebrations in June. The group then
intends to look at the impact of the First World War on
Church Stretton and its residents, especially those who
stayed at home. Part of the project will be to document local
family stories and we plan to hold sessions in the future so
people can come and share these with us. Keep a lookout for
more information on this in the future.
Members of the group also volunteer time on a
Thursday afternoon at the Church Stretton library to help
people interested in researching their family history. So
whether you are completely new to the subject or have hit a
wall in your research, why not come and talk to us and pick
our brains!
The group has always been reliant on the goodwill of
our contacts to borrow equipment for our lectures. Thanks
to a grant from the Stretton Focus Community Award
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Scheme we have now been able to buy our own projector to
use. The grant has also allowed us to buy our own display
boards which will be put to use in the coming months.
Our next event is a talk on ‘St Lawrences around the
world’ by Olwen Hughes at the URC Hall on March 24th.
This will be followed in April by a talk on our own St
Laurence’s, our town’s parish church. If you are interested
in any aspect of our group, please call our chair, Barbara
Parnell, on 01694 720040.

Bach Organ Bonanza

I

n May and June Shropshire
has the opportunity to hear
Richard Walker play the
complete organ works of J S Bach
at St Chad’s Shrewsbury. There
will be 17 free recitals, each of
about 45 minutes, in which some
of the best-loved music will be
played together with masterpieces that are rarely heard.
Collections will be shared between St Chad’s and the
Shropshire Historic Churches Trust.
St Chad’s organ is the best in the area and can also be
heard on a CD available at Burway Books.
Dates and times will be detailed in the next edition
of Focus.
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Flicks in the Sticks

Catholic Voice

Church Stretton

The Catholic Women’s League

Alpha Papa (15) Monday 3rd March.
Alan Partridge, one of comedy’s most enduring and beloved
characters, makes his first screen appearance in this very British
heist comedy. Back presenting Mid Morning Matters at North
Norfolk Digital, Alan gets wind of possible redundancies (which
include himself in the firing line) and so frames Pat, the late
night DJ, for the fall. Little does Alan know that Pat is slightly
unhinged and that his Machiavellian tactics will see all those at the
radio station under threat when Pat takes the employees hostage.
Outside of the building when Pat attacks, Alan is recruited by the
local police as negotiator; ‘the face of the siege’, as Alan sees it…!
Showing as part of the Borderlines Festival, an annual event
around the Herefordshire/Shropshire Flicks venues.
Church Stretton School. Doors open at 7pm for a 7.30pm
showing. Entry £4 and £2. Refreshments available, before and at
the interval. Comfortable seating, new improved sound quality
and easy car parking at the School, as usual. Enquiries to Eric
Brown on 01694 724330.

Hope Bowdler

Le Week-End (15) Wednesday 12th March.
Starring Jim Broadbent and Lindsay Duncan, Le Week-End is
set to become a modern classic. They play a couple spending a
week-end in Paris in order to celebrate their thirtieth wedding
anniversary. As they travel around the city they revive some of the
highs and lows of their relationship, leading to some painful truths.
Hope Bowdler Village Hall. Starting time 7.30pm. Tickets still
only £4 and our well-known refreshments.

Acton Scott

Captain Phillips (12A) Wednesday 5th March.
Tom Hanks is the captain in this exciting thriller. The story of
the American cargo ship, MV Maersk Alabama, attacked and
hijacked by Somali pirates. This film is being screened as part of
the Borderlines Film Festival.
Blue Jasmine (12A) Tuesday 25th March.
Starring Cate Blanchett as Jasmine, an elegant New York socialite
whose life falls to pieces. Moving into her sisters flat in San
Francisco to rebuild her life, she finds problems along the way.
Admission to both films is - Adults: £4.00. Students & Children:
£2.00. Ample and easy car parking at the Hall. Refreshments
served on each of the evenings. Village Hall. 7.30pm. (781260).

All Stretton

Blue Jasmine (12A) Friday 21st March. 7.30pm £4.
See above for a brief description.
All Stretton Village Hall. 7.30pm. Tickets: £4. Interval
refreshments and comfy chairs!
Foreign language film. Wadjda (PG) Tuesday 11th March.
A rebellious Saudi Arabian girl hatches a plan to get her hands
on the bicycle she craves in this coming-of-age story from first
time director Haifaa Al-Mansour. Living within a conservative
suburb of Riyadh, fun-loving eleven-year-old Wadjda (Waad
Mohammed) has her heart set on a green bicycle so that she can
beat the boys in their neighbourhood races. But when her mother
(Reem Abdullah) forbids it, anticipating a reaction from a society
that disapproves of women riding bicycles, an enterprising Wadjda
decides to raise the money herself by entering a local Qur’anreading competition that offers a cash prize.
8pm. Tickets £6 at the door. All Stretton Village Hall.

18

March 2014 mag.indd 12

‘J

ust a few women,’ a fellow
member of the Catholic
Women’s League (CWL)
recently reflected in a tone
of some wonder. Together we had
just allocated our fundraising to
a number of charities, including our Diocesan
Children’s Society, St. Vincent de Paul Society,
and to CWL Relief and Refugee fund - all of
which offer assistance to individuals and to
families in need.
Her implication was clearly, ‘and yet
how much we achieve’. We have, indeed,
had a successful, rewarding year, and we
have enjoyed cheerful friendship and
companionship in faith.
Margaret Fletcher (b. 1862) founded
CWL in 1906 and it campaigned initially
for better education and political rights for
women alongside and in a manner compatible
with their commitment to the Church. Since
then the League has developed a noble,
sustained tradition of service. The initial letters
CWL also yield our motto: charity, work and
loyalty. The League is a national organisation:
we are also networked to the World Union of
Catholic Women’s Organisations and to the
Women’s World Day of Prayer. Through this
we can potentially enter into international
dialogue on social issues, ecumenism, justice
and peace worldwide.
We meet once a month after a weekday
Mass. A typical meeting both opens
and concludes with prayer. The mood is
enthusiastic and forward-looking and the
atmosphere is relaxed and friendly. We plan
events such as our car boot sale - look out for
another in May, our forthcoming dinner and
entertainment for the parish or our shared
plate lunch, to which we welcome other
sections of CWL. We might host a visiting
speaker, or a member might speak. Recent
speakers have included Fr Ambrose, Anne Lee
on working as a volunteer at an orphanage
in Thailand, and Mary James on writing
and publishing for her family the story of
the family. There is always a members’ raffle
and we always provide tea and coffee for the
parish after Mass on the Sunday following the
meeting. Both help to boost our fundraising.
We also organise a large-scale raffle at
Christmas, featuring a spectacular hamper.
If you would like to join us, please contact
Pat Millard, Chairman, on 01588 672066.
New members or visitors are always most
welcome.
Anne Andrew
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Arts Festival News
Music at the 2014 Festival

T

he venues are booked, contracts are signed,
brochures are being proof-read, the website is up
and running and all is ready for the 48th Church
Stretton and South Shropshire Arts Festival, to use the
correct title! We have yet another year of exciting and
innovative programme planning which will appeal to all.
The Art and Crafts Exhibition will run as usual, there
will be theatre evenings and the usual free concerts.
Here is a first glimpse of the ticketed musical
events on offer this year…..
We have often started the Festival with a string
quartet, and we return to that tradition with the
Bingham Quartet – no strangers to Shropshire, since
they regularly run tuition courses in Shrewsbury.
Indeed, our opening concert at Concord College is
also their showpiece for their 2014 course. It will
include popular music by Haydn, Schubert and
Shostakovich, together with Different Trains, an iconic
20th-century work by Steve Reich, which is played
alongside a pre-recorded disc.
The next event, El Nuevo Mundo, is presented by
Bonesapart, one of the world’s leading trombone quartets – a
rare grouping of instruments, and probably the first time ever
heard in Church Stretton! It will be a musical voyage from the
Spanish peninsula to the discovery of the Americas including
music from Purcell to Bernstein. As another concert-promoter
put it: “you can be moved to tears by string quartets, but you
can only be seduced by trombones”.
Other unusual chamber music includes Cellophony,
- 8 cellos all playing together – and it produces the most
wonderful, warm sound. Cellophony has received rave
reviews from Switzerland to Korea. And Pipers 3, an oboe
trio with three of the best oboists in the country.
It’s a little time since we had a piano recital, and Mark
Bebbington is returning to give a concert to include music
by Beethoven, Chopin and the quintessentially English
composer, John Ireland. The other solo event is the Teatime
Concert at the Methodist Church, which features the up
and coming young guitarist Manus Noble. He is a great
enthusiast for the guitar and his introductions are really
worth listening to. If you enjoyed the Katona twins last
year, you will not be disappointed with Manus.
Holding up the Sky doesn’t fit into any of these
categories. Many will remember an evening of story-telling
by Cassandra Wye, with a background of Indian music. She
returns this year with the acclaimed South Bank Gamelan
Ensemble for “a magical blend of the myths and music of
South East Asia”. A Gamelan Ensemble is essentially a small
orchestra of cymbals of all imaginable sizes. Try Googling
‘Gamelan’ to get an idea of what we are in for. It will be a
colourful and exciting evening.
The final two evenings are devoted to jazz. Tim
Kliphuis and his trio have played to enthusiastic audiences
already in Shrewsbury, and their evening entitled Celebrating
Stefan Grappelli will do just that. Tim has been described
as the successor to the legendary Grappelli, and his mix of
gypsy jazz and Grappelli-style will be fantastic.
The Big Chris Barber Band is our final evening, and
what a fine way to end! The late Kenny Ball closed our 2009
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Pipers 3 Oboe Trio
Festival, and here is another of the jazz greats! We need say
no more at this stage, except: remember that Festival events
are often sold out, and we expect tickets for some of this
year’s concerts will be hard to come by.
Future Focus articles will give details of the other
Festival events; the website (www.strettonfestival.org.uk) has
details already, printed brochures will be available in May
with tickets on sale in June – with Friends of the Festival
being able to purchase and reserve seats a few weeks earlier.
Telephone 01694 724106 for details of how to become
a Friend. You can also follow the Festival on Twitter @
StrettonFest. But for now, put July 26th – August 9th in your
diaries and look forward to two weeks of “Music, theatre and
the visual arts in the heart of the Shropshire Hills”!
Richard Walker

Church Stretton Croquet Club

T

he Church Stretton Croquet Club begins its new
season on 1st April and would be very pleased to
welcome new members. Coaching will be offered and
after this potential members can decide if they wish to join.
We have regular club afternoons when members can
just turn up and be guaranteed a game. An active social
life gives the opportunity to come to a strawberry cream
tea afternoon while also playing a game, a summer buffet
supper, croquet and curry, and a formal annual dinner.
But hey, really we are about having fun on the lawn with
competitive and friendly matches for all ages and abilities,
which are available seven days a week on our two lawns in
the park. Please get in touch with Fane Conant on 01694
722610 or faneue@aol.com if you would like to take this
opportunity further.
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Mayfair News
Daycare
Daycare is holding the first monthly coffee morning
of the year on Monday 3rd March from 10am–12 midday
There will be spring plants and potted bulbs available for
purchase and as always we welcome friends old and new to
join us.
Crafts Cabinet
In the cabinet this month we have the work of Jill Leventon.
Jill, who lives in Shrewsbury, is an artist enameller - an
experimenter, intrigued by the alchemy that exists between
enamel and
metal, and by the
transformations that
can occur at high
temperatures. She
uses the materials
to achieve effects
unobtainable
in any other
medium, frequently
firing work at
temperatures
of 1000⁰C
Bowl made by Jill Leventon.
to encourage
interaction between the enamel and copper and between
different enamels. Jill’s design inspiration is drawn from
structure: including that which underlies landscape and
the more formal lines of the built environment which
form the basis of her surface decoration work. Jill is also an
experienced teacher who enjoys sharing her knowledge and
experience with others and encouraging them to take the
first steps in an exciting journey of discovery.
Art in Mayfair!
If you are an exhibiting artist or selling designer maker and
you would like your work on display at Mayfair, either in
the craft cabinet or hanging in the Mayfair café, we would
like to meet you! It is free to display your work, but we do
ask for a percentage of any items sold. This money goes back
to support Mayfair. For further information, please contact
Sophie Eades, Centre Coordinator on 01694 722077.
Mayfair Café
Have you ever eaten at Mayfair’s café? Every day we cook
a different roast dinner, and all meals and puddings are
home cooked. The café is open to all and provides well
priced meals, as well as light bites and breakfast options
from 9am–10.30pm. Just to tempt you, during March, we
will be running a special offer of 2 x courses for £7.00 on a
Monday only. A bargain!
Mayfair Fund-raising News
Thank you so much to the kind residents of the area who
continue to donate unwanted items for the shop and
prizes for our fund-raising activities. The Committee really
appreciates the support we receive in continuing to raise
money for the centre and to a number of people who have
recently offered to put on events for Mayfair. We are always
happy to discuss ideas and give our help if needed.
Fascinations in Malawi - An illustrated talk by Bill Ross
Come along to Mayfair at 7.30pm on Friday 28th
March and discover what he experienced on his recent
unforgettable trip. Bill was involved in delivering a
leadership development course on behalf of Concern
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Universal, a Herefordbased NGO which
operates in many of
the world’s poorest
countries
There’ll be maps,
photographs, food,
lots of anecdotes and
maybe lessons for us
all. Why lessons? Well,
although extremely
poor, the people of
Malawi seem happy,
were friendly and
Malawi
always smiling. Find
out why Bill was so fascinated by Malawi and why he’s
returning in April this year. Bill’s an experienced presenter
who will make this evening both informative and enjoyable.
15 March – 7.30pm. Quiz at Mayfair.
28 March – 7.30pm. Fascinations in Malawi - An
illustrated talk by Bill Ross

Recipe of the Month
Poached Salmon (my way!)

This recipe is my favourite, easy way, to do poached
salmon. It can be served cold with salad or hot with
potatoes, peas and carrots, finished off with a light cheese
sauce.
Ingredients:
2 Salmon fillets (or however many you want)
2 bay leaves
tablespoon of malt vinegar
pepper and salt
¾ pint of cold water
1 light squeeze of lemon juice
Method:
In a medium sized
saucepan put the water,
vinegar, bay leaves, lemon
juice, the pepper and salt and
the salmon. Bring gently to
the boil and IMMEDIATELY
take it off the heat and put
the lid on the saucepan. Let
it stand for 20 minutes while
the vegetables and sauce are cooked, then lift out the salmon
on a draining spoon and serve. You should have moist and
succulent salmon to enjoy.
‘Her Ladyship’

January 2014
£100
£20

448		
280		

March 2014

£50
£10

567
6
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Celebrity vs Reality

C

elebrity culture really seems to have taken over the
world in the past few years or so.
Everywhere you look things are influenced by
‘celebrities’. Clothes stores use celebrities to sell their
clothes, putting their faces on labels to show that these
celebrities ‘approve’, food stores use celebrities to promote
their products, some celebrities are paid to tweet about
certain products like chocolate bars for example in the hope
of everyone rushing out to buy them simply because their
favourite celebrity had them. I even saw a certain celebrity’s
face on a box of muesli last week because apparently it’s
their favourite. If you look at the front pages of some of
Britain’s biggest newspapers they’re usually plastered with
stories of what the celebrities have been up to and all the
latest scandals they’re involved in, the show business and
gossip news column on the Daily Mail website is almost
more noticeable than any of the actual news. Gossip
magazines give us almost exact details of what these
celebrities have been up to, who they’re currently dating and
even what diet they’re following this week.
Is this really the right society for people to be growing
up in? Is it right for celebrity culture to be influencing our
lives so much?
Growing up we are completely influenced by the media,
I know lots of younger children who’ve told me they’d
like to be famous one day, they want to be ‘pop stars’ or
actresses, in fact I’m pretty sure that’s what I told people as
a child.
I’m not sure the celebrity culture in society is good at
all. For a start the media portrays these people almost as
gods, they want us to worship them and copy them in every
way we possibly could. I think this puts pressure on girls in
particular, the usual portrayal of these perfect celebrities is
glamorous, usually meaning slim, beautiful and perfectly
made up. The amount of airbrushing used in photographs
of these people is ridiculous. Of course most people aren’t
going to look like that; the models themselves don’t even
look like that in reality! Young impressionable girls see these
images, they look up to these people: is it right that what
they see is fake?
I think that this celebrity culture is cruel, these people
aren’t allowed to be anything but perfect, not allowed to
be human almost, when what we should see is people like
us; people who are normal, people who don’t always look
perfect but who have other qualities that we might want
to copy. Wouldn’t it be nice if celebrities could use their
position in society to be real role models and not something
that is out of reach of ordinary people; something that is in
fact a lie?
I’m never really sure if the media is using celebrities or
if celebrities are using the media but either way the message
that is being given out is that all we need in life is to be
pretty and slim and then what more could we possibly need
or ask for. The world will be at our feet and everything will
fall into our laps. We won’t need to work hard, money will
be no problem, and we will all have perfect relationships.
The only problem with all of this though is that it’s
not possible for everyone, not in the real world, and the
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majority of us would
be setting ourselves
up to fail. Just like
the celebrities who
one day will lose their
looks, or gain a bit
of weight, or perhaps
make a mistake like
all of us do from time
to time. When this
happens the media will
try to destroy them
and they go from hero
to zero. In fact, as I
write, rather than be in
awe of these people I
am actually becoming
sorry for them. How horrible to have to live your life like
that, constantly in the spotlight, and constantly watched.
Perhaps then it’s no wonder that so many celebrities have
problems with drink or drugs, especially young celebrities
who cannot cope with the pressure of being famous.
I’ve seen research where men and women are asked what
type of person they prefer – is it someone pretty perhaps
with lots of makeup on, or a really handsome man with lots
of muscles? In fact the research tells us the opposite, that
what attracts us is usually someone’s personality. After all
if you think about your own husband or wife or even your
best friend, the chances are that the best thing about them
is their sense of humour, or that they are caring or kind, not
that they are very pretty or handsome, that is not the reason
at all.
Yet when we think about these celebrities, we know
nothing about their personality; we only see the outside, the
bit that is made up, the bit that they want us to see. Why do
we think so much of them then? Why do we all want to be
like them? The only idea we have of what these people are
like is the media’s perception of them.
The celebrity lifestyle may look glamorous and fun but
in reality it can’t be that great. Why waste time trying to be
someone else when being you is what makes you so great?
There’s no use trying to be something you’re not, we should
embrace the fact that we’re all unique and different, because
in the end that’s what makes you, you.
After all, in the words of Dr Seuss “Today you are you,
that is truer than true. There is no one alive that is you-er
than you.”
Holly Davies

Readers: What are your reactions to these
articles? Why not share them with other readers.
Email to editor@strettonfocus.org.uk
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ton Student Journalists
The Universal Language

A

tatty, worn, well-loved piece of sheet music. It’s
nothing special to behold, yet when you begin to
unpick it, begin to understand it, you realise that it is
a snapshot of somebody’s heart. They have managed
to portray a story in a universal language, a language
that everyone can understand. It has been played
hundreds of times, survived hundreds of years, and been
appreciated by hundreds upon thousands of people, and
is still being played and admired today. How? How on
earth has a seemingly out-dated piece of music lasted so
long?
The Universal Language that I am writing about is
music. I never cease to be amazed by the fact that both
a musically trained person and somebody that has had
no experience in playing or writing music whatsoever
can enjoy listening to music just as much. Granted, one
person may enjoy playing music more than listening to
it, but the fundamental link is still there: music affects
us all.
There are many famous composers that have, to put
it simply, gone down in history. However, a lot of people
seem to have forgotten just how much of a prodigy
they really were. Let’s take Mozart, for instance. He was
able to compose entire pieces for a full orchestra in his
head, writing all the parts for every single instrument in
his mind, without needing to play a single note. There
was no need to hear it aloud; he already knew what it
sounded like. He apparently wrote the entire Haffner
symphony -a very large piece in six days; an achievement
seen by many as impossible. He also composed his 25th
Symphony in G-minor when he was seventeen. That
means he must have written the previous twenty four
symphonies before that age, and he allegedly started
creating music at just five years old. Impressed yet?
Mozart also had an incredible memory. When he
was ten, he wrote to a friend about an elaborate piece
that he liked. So that his friend could enjoy the music
he was talking about, he accurately wrote the entire
piece from memory after hearing it only once, to send
to him. Another interesting moment is when he went
to town to perform one of his creations that he had
recently written. The paper copy of the music was lost,
and he had to madly re-write it about a day before his
performance. Long after the performance was over,
the lost paper was found, and was compared to the
manuscript that Mozart had hurriedly written. They
were absolutely identical. Every note, every rest, every
marking.
He really was a genius. There are countless other
classical composers that are worthy of discussion, but
it’s not just classical music that is incredible. There is
an on-going debate about whether the music of today
is real music, but regardless of people’s opinions there is
a fundamental, psychological effect that music has on
us, whatever genre it is. And the thing that is perhaps
the most mind-blowing? Different people like different
music, yet we all experience the same basic satisfaction
that it gives us.
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First of all, music affects
many different areas of the
brain. Below is a list of all
the different areas that are
stimulated:
• The Sensory Cortex
-found near the back
of your brain, gains
feedback from playing an
instrument and dancing
• The Motor Cortex -the
front of your brain, is
associated with foot
tapping, dancing and
playing an instrument
• The Nucleus
Accumbens-a part near the middle of your brain, is where
emotional reactions to music take place
• Memory for music, musical experiences and contexts
happen in the Hippocampus-near the centre of your brain
• The Auditory Cortex-found in the middle of your brain,
is where the first stages of listening to sounds occur, and is
also responsible for the perception and analysis of tones.
And that’s just scratching at the surface.
Most of us can pick up whether or not a piece of music
is happy or sad, but did you know that our brains actually
respond differently to happy and sad music? In one study,
people were asked to interpret a neutral expression as happy
or sad. This study found that participants were more likely to
say that the expression looked sad after listening to sad music
and happy after listening to uplifting music. Also, did you
know that ambient noise can improve creativity? Moderate
noise levels mean that we find it slightly more difficult to
process things, leading to more abstract processing and higher
creativity. No wonder so many of us enjoy listening to music
whilst doing work.
The majority of people would tend to agree that learning
to play a musical instrument is extremely beneficial, yet we
don’t realise just how beneficial it can be. One study showed
that children who had been learning to play an instrument
for three or more years did better in vocabulary tests. Not
only that, but these children developed a higher IQ and
visual abilities. This seems to suggest that learning to play an
instrument doesn’t only benefit us musically, but in areas of
our life that are essential in today’s world.
I guess what I’m trying to say is this: music means more
to us than we may initially realise. From the prodigies such as
Mozart, to the simple fact that music improves your IQ, it is
such a diverse field that we can all take something from. We
all have our different musical tastes which in itself is aweinspiring; research found that people from all over the world
show similarities in connecting lighter, vivid colours with
happier music and duller, darker colours with sadder pieces.
Doesn’t this seem to prove that we can all relate to each other
through music? Music brings us together, and in the words of
William Shakespeare, “If music be the food of love, play on”.
Alice Morris
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Pazapa

any of you will have
heard of Pazapa , the
school and medical
facility for disabled children in
Haiti. Here in Church Stretton
we have been raising money for
the past three and a half years to
assist with the building of their
new school, after the original building was
destroyed in the earthquake of 2010. The
local fundraising group was set up as a project
of the Shropshire UNA but now it is time for
Pazapa Church Stretton to go it alone!
By the time this goes to print Pazapa
Church Stretton should be an independent
registered charity which gives the advantage
that we can claim gift aid. This means
an additional 20% will be given by the
government for each and every tax payer’s donation.
News from Haiti
According to Marika, the Managing Director of Pazapa,
the new, purpose designed, earthquake proof building is
over 50% complete. Progress is slow as everything needs to
be dugout, then built, by hand.
But the centre continues to function in makeshift
buildings. Therapy sessions, orthopaedic clinics and
lessons continue, plus the extensive outreach work. In
addition to this, staff at Pazapa are performing the role
of providing information and campaigning nationally to
increase awareness of people with disabilities and to change
the attitudes towards them. 4 years ago, when we first
became aware of Pazapa, it was calling itself a centre for
handicapped children, a phrase you no longer hear in this
country. As attitudes have gradually changed, so has the

Little Big Band at Rushbury Village Hall
May Day Bank Holiday 5th May
is a date to get into your diary straight
away!
The ‘Little Big Band’ are coming
up to Rushbury Village Hall,at Wall
under Heywood on the B4371,to give an evening of their
special type of music.
It’s brassy, it’s loud, it swings, and it’s great fun! Think
1940s Big Band sound, but scaled down to fit into the village
hall. Think 1950s jive, 1960s pop classics, and more. There’ll
be a crooner or two, and a little dance floor for the audience.
Tables around the dance floor will be ready for you to
bring family and friends.
Get together for an evening’s exciting entertainment.
A buffet supper will be ready for the interval, and all this
included in tickets of just £8 each, and £4 for children still
in primary school.
Doors will open at 7.00pm and the band will take over at
7.30.
Get your tickets from Miriam on 722300, Muriel and
Norman on 722016, Sue and Peter on 723285 or anyone
who is part of St Andrew’s Church, Hope Bowdler, for
which this evening will be raising funds.
See you there!
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name, and Pazapa now proudly describes itself as a -centre
to support children with special needs. It has links with
countries like ours that has helped special needs children in
Haiti to be recognised as such.
The Future of Pazapa
Marika has plans for the future of Pazapa and we would
like to be part of them. The money is in place to complete
the new, purpose built, school and medical facility, but
Marika will need funds to equip the centre.
There may already be money pledged for
the computers or the large scale medical
equipment, but the centre receives no
government funding and the users cannot
pay for the service, therefore we intend
to help Pazapa with the ongoing costs of
providing their services.
Pazapa Church Stretton pledges to
continue to send money directly to Pazapa
to go towards resources, staffing costs, food and supplies.
We will continue to run fundraising events but we would
also like to encourage regular, small donations so that we
can reassure Marika that we will continue to ensure Pazapa’s
costs are met.
Forthcoming Fundraising Events Include:
A Ceilidh on the 9th May and The More Singers on the
14th June, both at the Sylvester Horne Institute
If you would like further information about Pazapa or
would like to receive our quarterly newsletter, please contact
us:
Noel Beattie – Chair – 01694 725530
Helen Crumpton – Secretary
pazapachurchstretton@yahoo.co.uk
Pazapa website – www.pazapa.org or for up to date
information like Pazapa on Facebook.

Amnesty Ceilidh

Back by popular demand, the Amnesty Ceilidh
will swing into action at 7pm on Saturday
22nd March, at the Silvester Horne Institute.
Once again, the excellent Compost Band
will provide the music, with expert caller Ian making sure
that we all do-si-do correctly.
The price has been held at £10 (£5 for under 16s),
which includes a hot supper and fruit punch. (Bring your
own alternative bottles!)
Tickets are available from John Thomas Florist, or
from David and Trish Howard (tel: 01694 722904)
David Howard

Arts Festival
Facebook
Editor Needed!
Do you enjoy Facebook? The Arts Festival would like to
have a Facebook page but don’t have anyone to set it up or
maintain it. Could this be fun for you? If so please contact
Roger Stokes on 724094. It wouldn’t take a lot of time and
could be done whenever you like!
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Elephant on Rampage in High Street

T

he mystery of who damaged the street signpost outside
the Silvester Horne Institute recently has been solved.
Inspection of remote security camera footage showed
that the culprit was in fact a huge elephant. It appears that the
elephant had escaped from a circus that had been touring the
district but it has not been captured yet. Fortunately no other
serious damage had been caused. The Town Council is asking
for witnesses to the event or for any sightings of the animal in
other parts of the town. A spokesperson for the Council said
that it was fortunate that no one had been hurt and assured
residents that steps would be taken to capture the animal. He
advised residents to keep doors and windows closed and not to
enter Rectory Wood in case it was hiding there.

On Call Firefighters

P

rimary schoolchildren in south Shropshire
are proud of their school caretaker Wayne
Castree - part of Church Stretton’s firefighting
community. Wayne is one of 12 ‘on call’ firefighters
stationed at Church Stretton Fire Station who respond
to 999 calls at all times of the day and night.
Shropshire Fire and Rescue Service is also proud
of county employers such as St Lawrence CE Primary
School head Dick Langford who allows Wayne to
down tools and leave work at a moments notice when
his bleeper alerts him to the latest emergency in the
area. ‘Without the goodwill of these employers, our
fire and rescue capabilities throughout the rural parts
of Shropshire would be in jeopardy’, said Chief Fire
Officer John Redmond.
He presented seven employers with special awards
to thank them for their ‘crucial’ support at a ceremony
held at the town’s fire station on 7th January. A total Children from St Lawrence’s Primary School, Church Stretton, with
of 80 per cent of the brigade’s firefighters protecting the senior fire officer Rob Corfield, head teacher Dick Langford and
county are ‘on call’, said Mr Redmond at their weekly firefighter Wayne Castree, who is also the school caretaker.
drill night where fire crew demonstrated car crash
rescue techniques.
‘They all have other jobs in the community and give up an emergency call we are happy for him to go. He is helping
their time to regularly train to be highly skilled firefighters
the community of Church Stretton.’
ready to protect their communities whenever the call comes
To become an ‘on call’ firefighter call brigade HQ on
through, in the day or the middle of the night. They get
01743 260200 or visit www.shropshirefire.gov.uk for more
to work the next day even if they have a call out at 3am. I
details about Shropshire Fire and Rescue Service.
thank them all for their dedication and their employers too.
Shropshire cannot do without either of you.’
RSPB News
Mr Redmond appealed for more employers to allow
staff to become ‘on call’ recruits across the county. There is
The South Shropshire Local Group of the RSPB has a
an immediate need for them in Much Wenlock, he revealed. programme of talks and walks throughout 2014. Talks
Wayne Castree (44), a married father-of-two, works as
(including refreshments) are £1 to Local Group Members
a part-time school caretaker and also runs his own window
and £3 to Visitors. Walks are 50p to Local Group
cleaning business. A firefighter for the past eight years who
Members and £2 to Visitors.
has attended many road crashes and house fires, he said:
11 March – ‘Jewels of the Gambia’ an illustrated talk by
‘I like to give something back to the community and help
Ashley Grove. 7.30pm at Culmington Village Hall.
keep our families, friends and everyone safe. That is why we
Enquiries: Alvin Botting 01547 540176.
all do it. If it wasn’t for us, our communities would not be
15 March – Wildlife walk by the River Lugg from Upper
as safe as they are.’
Lye
Head teacher Mr Langford added: ‘Wayne is a
10.00am Meet at Lyepole Bridge (SO 398 654).
wonderful caretaker for our school. He opens up early in the Leader: Hazel 01568 770770. For further information
morning and locks up in the evening and cleans and fixes
visit our website. www.rspbsouthshropshire.co.uk
everything that needs doing. He is here a lot and if he gets
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Miles for Mayfair- Part 2

n the February edition of Stretton Focus I outlined my
proposed Diagonale from Brest to Perpignan in support
of Mayfair. Some of you must be asking yourselves what
exactly is a Diagonale?
The history of the Diagonales de France began in
the early 1930s on a suggestion from an avid cyclotouriste called Paul de Vivie. M. de Vivie penned under
the name of Velocio, and every Easter in France a 24 hour
randonee is organised in his memory called the Fleche de
Velocio -The Velocio Arrow. He was a wise fellow indeed
and penned the following when it came to long distance
cycling:1. Keep your stops short and few.
2. Eat before you’re hungry, drink before you’re thirsty
3. Never get too tired to eat or sleep.
4. Add a layer before you’re cold, take one off before you’re
hot.
5. Lay off wine, meat and tobacco on tour.
6. Ride within yourself, especially in the first hour.
7. Never show off.
These simple but well thought out rules still hold good
and form the basis of the Diagonale phenomena and indeed
all long distance cycling.
Ironically he died after being hit by a motor vehicle
whilst walking in his home town of St Etienne. There’s a
wonderful memorial dedicated to him on top of the Col de
Republique south of St Etienne.
In all there are 9 Diagonales de France. They start and
finish at the extreme points of the French hexagon and
include the cities and towns of Brest, Hendaye, Perpignan,
Menton, Strasbourg and Dunkerque. There is no fixed
distance or route between them as the aspiring diagonaliste
chooses their own route based upon a corridor devised by
the Diagonal de France- DdF
My chosen route between Brest and Perpignan is
1107kms although the mean distance has been calculated
at 1060kms! The overall time allowed, however, remains:
despite the chosen and devised route- 89 hours in this
instance. This time includes all rests, possible mechanical
problems such as punctures and stop-overs. The clock
commences at the agreed departure time, even if you are
late and finally stops when you sign-off of at the appointed
point of arrival. All departures and arrivals are at the town
or city’s Police Station- Police Nationale.
Once one has devised the route it is then submitted
to the DdF for verification and thus carefully scrutinised
before being agreed. The route must include average
speeds, controls -approximately every 150kms, where proof
of passing through is required, resting and overnight stops.
Once verified it cannot be altered and especially so during
the ride. DdF arranges observers to see that all the Rules are
strictly adhered to and clearly any breech of them negates
the ride with immediate disqualification. The aspiring
diagonaliste never knows when or where the observation
is taking place, but I do know that when I did Brest to
Strasbourg notes of my progress were made at four separate
locations!
The true essence of a Diagonale is that there is no
outside assistance or help; you are on your own. No support
vehicles or back-up! It’s just woman/man, the bicycle and
the elements come what may, and it’s this purity of purpose
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that is so addictive.
In my next article I will outline
my route, a progress report on
my preparation and how you can
sponsor me and support Mayfair.
Jim Churton

Oops – wrong phone number!
In the February issue the telephone number given in the
item Wanted : A Gareth Malone for the Strettons!! was
incorrect. It should be 07538 019817.

Anglican Voice

O

n 23rd March, Rev. Hazel Allen will
be inducted as the URC minister
for St Michael’s at 10.30am at the
church. I am honoured to be asked to preach
at this service and I am grateful for the opportunity to be
there to thank Rev Ken Chippindale very much indeed
for the generous and harmonious way he has fitted in and
helped the ministry along these last four years. This has
taken the church into a place of unity and strength, with
nearly all the legalities tidied up now.
Hazel has already been leading two home groups,
helped me with pastoral work, led and preached at services,
including at St. Laurence’s where she has also helped with
Parent and Toddlers, Holiday and school clubs, amongst
other things. Indeed we will also, at her request, commission
her at St. Laurence’s, as she is on our church council and has
been co-opted into other leadership groups.
Try Praying
‘Try Praying’ is the title of a booklet we are offering
to all during Lent to encourage our prayer life and give
to anyone who wishes to help them in their prayer life as
well, even if they do not come to church. These may be
collected from the back of each of our churches. We shall
be preaching on prayer during Lent and we may convene
a special meeting for people to share how they have got on
and share experiences and issues in prayer.
Lent
Lent begins on Ash Wednesday with a service of Holy
Communion at 11.30am (trad) in St. Laurence’s. The
Thursday communions will continue throughout Lent at
11.30am, as they do throughout the year, to which all are
welcome. There will be an extra home group at All Saints,
Little Stretton, for the people who worship or live there
during Lent.
Healing service
Rev. Pam Rush (Methodist) will be the preacher at the healing
service on March 23rd at 6pm at St. Laurence’s. All are
welcome to what many appreciate as a quiet reflective service.
Mothering Sunday
Special services will celebrate mothers on Sunday March
30th at St Laurence’s and St Michael’s. All are welcome to
join us.
Richard Hill
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Grassroots Theatre
performs: ‘Gaslight’
‘Gaslight’ Friday 28th and Saturday 29th March
The Grassroots Theatre Company are performing
‘Gaslight’ by Patrick Hamilton. This is a good Victorian
Drama in three acts. The venue is All Stretton Village
Hall. We will start at 7.30pm and have an interval
between Acts 1 and 2. Tea and coffee will be on sale,
but it is fine to bring your own wine. Tickets are £8
for adults and £7 concession, and may be purchased at
Burway Books or John Thomas Florist. We look forward
to seeing as many people as possible.
Tel: 01694 720132; or 771468

Endeavour Trust Scholarships

T

wo years ago I organised, with the help of the Rev’d
Richard Hill, a service in St Laurence’s Church to
commemorate the earthquakes which devastated
Christ Church, New Zealand. I set up the Endeavour
Scholarship from the generous donations; two young people
benefitted and these are excerpts from their thank you letters.
If you want further details please ring me on 723288.
I just wanted Strettonians to know that their kindness was
appreciated.
Brenda Alexander
hank you for all the assistance you have given me
towards my voyage on the Spirit of New Zealand.
It has been an unforgettable 10 days where I have
learned milestones about myself and others. (From a 3-page
letter)
Sophie Peterson
hank you for the amazing opportunity to come on
the Spirit of New Zealand adventure trip. It was
(so far at least) a very enjoyable experience, during
which I was able to learn new skills and meet new people.
I have made literally over four friends during my time
on the Spirit of New Zealand, and have become a good
acquaintance of the other 35 trainees on the voyage. Thanks
for the funding.
Hugh Johnstone

T
T

P.A.C.T stands for Partners and Communities Together.
It gives you the chance to tell your safer neighbourhood
team, local authority and other partner agencies about
the issues causing concern within your community and
which ones you want us to deal with as a priority. Once the
community agrees on the top priorities, we’ll work together
to address them.
The issues raised can vary significantly, and aren’t always
for the police to deal with, but common examples include:
Graffiti; Vandalism; Speeding; Dog fouling; Young
people gathering; Anti-social behaviour; Drinking in the
street.
Have Your Say! The delivery of PACT is tailored to meet
the needs of each local community, but in Church Stretton
you can raise your issues and concerns at drop-in surgery.
You can talk to the officers one-to-one or if one person
attends you can take part in an informal conversation.
P.A.C.T public surgeries
Wednesday 12th March, 2pm Mayfair Café,
Saturday 22nd March, 9-12am Church Stretton Police
station
Crime Reported for Church Stretton Police Area
1st January 2013 – 31st January 2014
Breach of Anti- Social Behaviour order: 2 Crimes
Theft from shop – High Street & Sandford Avenue
2 Crimes
Theft – Easthope Road: 2 Crimes
Criminal damage – Cunnery Road: 1 Crime
PCSO Ross O’Neil

Trivia Answers
1. Happy Birthday
2. Tendon
3. John Stonehouse
4. Pipistrelle
5. M6
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URC Voice
Hesitation, Repetition and Deviation
Just a minute! Let’s think again
about these speech defects that
Nicholas Parsons is so concerned to
remove from the participants in his
popular radio and TV programme.
The programme itself has been on since 1967, and
is still going strong. The spontaneous wit of the likes of
Clement Freud, Gyles Brandreth and Sue Perkins have been
a delight to those who tune in each week. Nevertheless, we
don’t live ‘on air’, and there is much to be said ‘in favour of ’
Hesitation, Repetition and Deviation.
For example, a bit of hesitation would be a useful
corrective for anyone who is over-confident, self-assertive
or even aggressive in their views and opinions. A little
hesitation before launching an attack would be a good
thing. Put yourself in their shoes for a while and see how it
feels.
On the other hand, if you do have a firm belief in
some philosophy or way of life: if there is some truth that
you consider worth communicating to others, you will
inevitably find yourself repeating it, whenever you get
half a chance and that’s OK. But keep an open mind and
remember the ‘hesitation caveat’, and all should be well.
As for deviation – this is definitely to be recommended.
We should be ready to ‘branch off ’ from our own road,
and have a look down someone else’s: they probably have
an aspect of truth that needs to be embraced. All things are
connected, if only we could see it: but at present we only
“see through a glass darkly’: so we should be open and ready
to see a fuller and clearer picture as we look for the time
when all those connections merge into one.
Donald Horsfield
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‘Getting to know your Town Councillors’

hurch Stretton TownCouncil has 13 Councillors, a full-time Town Clerk, 5 office Staff (two full-time) and 6
outdoor staff (4 full-time), covering not only the town itself but also the villages of All Stretton, Little Stretton,
Minton and Hamperley, with a total population of around 4,300 and an electorate of around 3,800.

Mission Statement:

“Church Stretton Town Council seeks to provide excellent services at best value to meet the needs and improve the wellbeing of all the residents of the town to protect and enhance the amenity and environment of the town in respect of its
buildings and landscape to ensure a sustainable and vibrant community for the continuing benefit of residents, visitors and
businesses.”

Cllr Matthew Reeve (South Ward)

Cllr Dom Wilson (South Ward)

Born and raised in Shropshire,
Matthew lived in the village of
Edgton until 1996 and having
lived within the local area and
beyond he has since returned
to Shropshire, living in Church
Stretton with his young family.
Matthew became a councillor
in 2013 hoping to make a
positive contribution to Church
Stretton’s future.
His work as a building surveyor
for a local firm of property professionals takes him across
the county and beyond and he is particularly interested in
the development issues faced by Church Stretton. Matthew
will be representing the Town Council on the Allotments
Association and the SALC & SS Area Committee, he will
also continue the good work that has been put into Church
Stretton’s Emergency Plan.

Dom’s professional background
covers teaching, public
administration, manufacturing,
consultancy and academic
management in the UK
and overseas. After retiring
from academia in 2010 he
retrained as a lumberjack to
keep his woodland in order
and keeps busy with a range
of volunteering activities and
running a local teaching bridge
club. He and his family have lived in Church Stretton only
since 2003, though he was brought up in Shropshire as a
lad. Dom became a councillor in 2013 and is particularly
interested in entrepreneurialism, education and the
economic development of the Strettons (and bridge).

Cllr Mark Morris (South Ward)

Cllr Mike Bugiel (South Ward)

Mark has lived in Shropshire all
his life, and is married with five
children. He served as a District
Councillor from 2003 to 2009
and is a trustee at Mayfair and
the Leisure complex. When
SSDC finished Mark still
wanted to do his bit for Church
Stretton so joined the Town
Council. He says: “I feel that
I am in contact with people
affected by decisions made by
Council and am in the right
place to listen to people’s issues.
“We must keep building houses to meet the need of young
people who were brought up in the town. I would also
like to see a few houses built in the villages around as this
would help support village shops, rural transport and, most
importantly, village schools.”

Mike Bugiel was co-opted on
to the Town Council in June
2011 and re-elected in 2013. It
is 20 years since he first started
work in Church Stretton and
subsequently moved here. His
experience gained as the Store
Manager of the local Co-op has
provided him with knowledge
of a large cross section of the
Church Stretton community
which has enabled him to serve
the town well. Mike serves on the Amenities, Finance &
General Purposes Committee and feels that his business
knowledge will be utilised to good effect when future
projects are considered.

Cllr Hilary Claytonsmith (South Ward)
Hilary has been a South Ward Councillor since 2011, having previously been a member of the
South Shropshire District Council. With a business background she is particularly pleased to be
a member of the Economic Development Committee. With her experience on the SSDC as the
Planning Committee’s Design Champion she has written the Town’s ‘Shop Front Design Guide’
and ‘Appendix’ and now chairs the Town Design Statement Working Group and is a member of
the SAMDEV Task & Finish Group. Hilary represents the Town Council on the StrettonDale
Area Partnership and the Health and Social Care Partnership. She also oversaw the production
of the town’s Emergency Plan.
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Cllr Bob Welch (North Ward)
Bob has served for eight years
on the Council, one as Deputy
Mayor and four as Mayor. He
has been closely involved in
bringing more external grant
aid into the town, as funding
from the unitary council has
reduced. He currently chairs
the Economic Development
Committee which is developing
a new Town Plan to which local
residents and organisations
will be asked to contribute, so that we develop our own
local solutions to the undoubted challenges ahead. One
of the greatest is providing genuinely affordable housing
for local families on the waiting list, whilst conserving
our surrounding iconic countryside, the bedrock of our
tourism-dependent economy. That is why it is so important
that the community unites to fight off the proposal of
Shropshire Council to urbanise the slopes of Caer Caradoc.
Bob says: “I hope this threat will reinforce our togetherness
as a community.”

‘Getting to know your Tow
Cllr Lee Brown (North Ward)
Lee has lived in Church Stretton
for over 20 years, courting and
then finally marrying a Church
Stretton girl. He started his
business in the year 2000. After
gaining his qualifications in the
Gas and Oil industry he is able
to serve the community well
with their plumbing and heating
issues.
He became a councillor in early
2013 after being elected.
His reasons for becoming a councillor are to listen and
serve the younger members of the community with a belief
that a younger voice would be beneficial to it overall.
He is a keen outdoor person with an interest in mountain
biking so he is particularly interested in the areas of
outstanding natural beauty.
With no political allegiance he tries to take a balanced view
of the many issues which affect the entire community.

Cllr Michael Braid (Town Mayor/Chairman)
(North Ward)

Cllr Mike Walker (Deputy Town Mayor/
Vice Chairman) (Little Stretton Ward)

Michael joined Church Stretton
Town Council in January 2009
and was co-opted, not elected.
He has lived in Church Stretton
since 2006. His work experience
of the last 25 years has largely
been about continuous
systematic improvement,
achieved through team work,
which he hopes might be of
some benefit to his chosen town.
He was honoured to be elected Mayor in May 2013 with
the SAMDev process dominating activity since then; but
team work with various colleagues has ensured a robust and
positive response to SC proposals.
Michael has an interest in ensuring that all folk, from
toddlers to the more mature, should value what the town
has to offer them. He says: ‘I do not think we have achieved
all that we can yet, but continue to work towards that goal.’

Mike has lived in Shropshire
for 26 years, moving to Little
Stretton from Hinstock in 2004.
He has worked extensively
in Financial Services. He is
currently Chairman of the
Amenities, Financial and
General Purposes Committee,
and has implemented the part
night lighting scheme. He
also serves on the Economic
Development Committee.
He has been keen to support the
use of the Silvester Horne Institute building, and introduced
‘Friday Night at the Horne’ providing variety of musical
events. He is also involved in promoting a wide and varied
programme of culture, media and arts involving, and for the
benefit of, those who live in the Strettons and surrounding
area. He is also on the board of the Trustees for the Church
Stretton Consolidated Charities.

Cllr Eileen Roberts (North Ward)
Eileen has been a member of the Town Council since 2008 very happily representing All
Stretton until May 2013, when, having moved nearer the town, she sought election in North
Ward.
She serves on Consolidated Charities and Economic Development Committees and was
recently appointed to the Amenities, Finance & General Purposes Committee; is a Council Rep
on Scrappies, Leisure Centre, Police PACT and the Academy’s PTA, and had input into the new
Town Leaflet and the Market Towns Revitalisation Programme.
Eileen initiated and runs the Council’s email Community Messaging Service - 71 local
organisations and 37 individuals now receive bulletins.
Community involvement includes Tuesday Day Centre Treasurer, Flicks in the Sticks volunteer
and recently co-organiser of the Christmas Lights Celebration and Santa’s Grotto. As voluntary
secretary/administrator of the Chamber of Trade for almost six years she endeavours to support
the town’s businesses, an interesting and worthwhile role. Eileen feels there are many enjoyable
aspects to being a Town Councillor, the most important of which is getting to know and assisting residents, whilst working
with the tree wardens encourages interest and respect for trees, and the ‘sense of place’ which they give to the beautiful and
desirable Church Stretton area.
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our Town Councillors’

Cllr Bill Buckingham (Little Stretton Ward)

Cllr Richard Hickman (All Stretton Ward)
Richard moved to Church
Stretton in 2007. Since then
he has been active in the
community in a voluntary
capacity with Pride of Place,
National Trust, and as a Town
Councillor. He serves on the
Church Stretton CIC as a
Director, as Web Master for
the Church Stretton Website.
He was responsible for the
Feasibility Study that has
given rise to the Silvester
Hall refurbishment. Richard also enjoys walking in the
Shropshire Hills and Astronomy with Stars In Your Skies
especially recognising the benefits of the dark skies locally.

Cllr Richard Hubbard
(All Stretton Ward)
Richard retired and moved to
All Stretton in the summer of
2009. In 2010 he was invited
to join the committee of the
All Stretton Village Society and
in 2012 was elected chairman.
Passionate about preserving
the quality of our environment
and caring for the well being of
the communities within, he joined the committee of the
Strettondale Area Partnership also in 2012 and became
its chairman in 2013. Last summer he was co-opted on
to the Town Council representing the All Stretton Ward.
He is independent of party politics and enjoys working
with others to support the development of thriving
communities.

Bill has lived in Church Stretton
for some 18 years moving here
in 1996 following a change
of employment. Bill has a
background in mechanical
engineering, marketing and
latterly in further education.
He serves on the Amenities,
Finance and General Purposes
committee and the Rail Users
committee. Bill feels it is
important for the community
to have a strong say in its future and with no political
affiliations he takes a balanced view of the many issues
which affect the entire community

Mrs Christine Harvey, Town Clerk
Christine Harvey has been Clerk
to the Council for 31 years and
gained Quality Status for the
Council in 2007. The Town
Council has taken on many
more responsibilities since 1983,
including the Park, Playing fields,
Cemeteries, Markets and, most
recently, public toilets. Since
2008 over £400,000 of external
funding has been secured for
various projects including the
SHI restoration; improvements to facilities in the Park; pitch
improvements & new play area on Richard Robinson field;
Time line; Gateway signs etc. With the change to Unitary
governance in Shropshire and the swinging Government
cuts, challenging decisions continue for all local councils
and so time is being spent on developing closer links with
SC officers and other town clerks in the County in order to
achieve quality, affordable services for the community.

Quaker Voice
Imagine that Church
read an article recently which imaged a church,
an idealised church, a church you would dream of
belonging to. It wasn’t actually about a building. A
building, however beautiful, isn’t the heart of a church.
No, this was about the community that inhabited that
building.
This community did things together; learnt, prayed,
laughed, ate together. It sounds harmonious, safe and
idyllic. It’s a little like Eliza Doolittle dreaming of an
enormous chair, far away from the cold night air (Oh,
wouldn’t it be loverly?)
But when I thought about it; I wasn’t sure that I
wanted a church that was like a comfy armchair. Isn’t a
bit of discomfort necessary for growth? Don’t you learn
by being challenged? It is true that the writer went on to
imagine how this ideal community might also contribute
to the local community, reach wider out into the world and

I
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work for justice and peace. The necessary
challenge is not only about how to live out
your faith; it is also about that faith itself and
how you understand it.
I don’t respond well to the sort of challenge that
comes from being told what to do or think. That tends
to antagonise me. People saying ‘This is what I have
found,’ or ‘This is what I’m pondering over,’ get me
thinking; but ‘This is what I believe and you should too,’
has the opposite effect to that intended. And I don’t think
I’m alone in reacting like this. So this idealised church
community would be a good place to think things through
in the company of others engaged in a similar search,
but not safe or harmonious in the sense of my faith being
undisturbed. Sometimes I need to be gently booted out of
my comfy chair.
Lesley Richards
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Drama Production at Church Church Stretton Rotarians
Stretton School
present cheques to charities

S

taff and students at Church Stretton School are hard at
work rehearsing for their forthcoming production of
Alan Bennett’s adaption of Kenneth Grahame’s Wind
in the Willows. This stage adaptation, which is true to the
original and yet carries the distinctive Bennett hallmark, will
be performed in the school hall over three nights on June
11th, 12th and 13th at 7.30 pm.

This classic riverside tale tells the adventures of Toad of
Toad Hall, a colourful character whose reckless obsession
with motor cars can only lead to disaster! A comical script
and a talented cast of actors, dancers and musicians combine
to promise an entertaining evening and a treat for all.
Tickets will go on sale at the end of April. Contact the
school office for further information.

Strettondale Business Forum

S

hropshire Council and Church Stretton Town Council
were delighted that the inaugural Business Forum
last autumn was so well received. As requested, we
have now arranged the next Forum meeting on Wednesday
March 26th 6.00 – 7.30pm in the canteen at Church
Stretton School. Everyone who has a business in the
Strettondale area is warmly invited to attend and to bring
along their business cards or small displays, so they can take
maximum advantage of this ideal networking opportunity.
In response to the questionnaire on the most important
topics, there will be presentations on the Broadband
expansion programme and local transport, together with
further exploration of the most pressing local business
needs.
Please spread the word and encourage your local
business associates to attend. Whether or not you are able
to attend, we would urge all businesses in the area, if they
have not already done so, to share their contact details either
on the Shropshire Council network–business@shropshire.
gov.uk or by phoning Lisa Bedford, Senior Community
Action Officer on 0758 200 2010. That will greatly assist
the development of future networking communication.
Cllr.Lee Chapman, Shropshire Council
Cllr. Bob Welch, Church Stretton Town Council
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hristmas 2013 may now be a
distant memory, but many of
you will remember Carols in the
Square in Church Stretton on Christmas Eve organised
by the Rotary Club. In a wet month we were blessed with
a dry, cold evening and a large crowd gathered to create a
magical atmosphere. We had additional members in the
accordion band and a new sound system and the Reverend
Donald Horsfield led the prayers. Berry’s mulled wine stall
completed the scene next to the big tree for our traditional
Carol Service.

Whilst the memories will fade the Rotary Tree of Light
has a lasting legacy. The generous people of the Strettons
enabled us to make significant donations to important local
charities. Our picture shows the presentation of cheques for
£750 each to Hope House Children’s Hospice, Midlands
Air Ambulance and the Severn Hospice.
Colin McIntyre
Rotary Club of Church Stretton

Good Neighbours at Work

T

he Good Neighbours Group has been working
in the Strettons for over 45 years and every day
we continue to help the elderly maintain their
independence in our community. You probably know
that we transport people to hospital, doctors’ and dentists’
surgeries, nursing and care homes but did you know that
we run a very popular lunch club every Thursday in Ley
Gardens? We also run a monthly lunch club open to all
and a widows’ lunch club both held in various venues
around the Strettons.
You should also have heard of the Mayfair Meals and
how you might qualify to receive them for short or longer
periods; the meals are home delivered every day of the year
by our volunteers – including Christmas Day.
So we are out and about every day and our contacts
with the elderly totalled over three thousand last year. In
our view it is essential work. Do you need help? Or can
you help?
Our Annual General Meeting is at 11.30am on
Monday 10th March 2014 in the Parish Centre. Come
along and meet us; come and join us.
Derek Griffiths Chairman and Organiser
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Patient Participation Group

Fairtrade Fortnight

Questions and answers
The Church Stretton Medical Practice and the SPPG
committee are pleased to announce that 88% of respondents
rated the Practice as Good or Excellent in the patient
satisfaction questionnaire completed in the autumn of
2013. This compares with 79% in 2012, so that’s very good
news. Thanks are due to the 506 patients who completed
the questionnaire. In 2014, we would like to increase the
overall number of respondents again, and we are looking
at ways to encourage more respondents in the younger age
brackets so that we get a more rounded and representative
view of patients’ perceptions of the services on offer.
Patients reported greater satisfaction, too, with the
helpfulness of receptionists and the ease of telephone access
to the Practice, and 93% were able to see a doctor on the
same day compared with 87% the previous year. This is
significantly better than national average waiting times.
As well as answering the given questions, almost half of
respondents made additional comments. These included some
very positive comments about the doctors and nurses: Overall,
delighted with the care we receive; I have nothing but praise
for the treatment I have received- both medical and otherwise.
The Medical Practice has responded to some of the concerns
noted by issuing some general answers, with an invitation to
raise specific queries directly. This is a selection of responses:
Space in the waiting area is, unfortunately, limited;
The seats are positioned so that everyone can see the
patient call screen;
It is hoped that funding can be secured for the new doors;
Making an appointment is quicker if use is made of the
computer-based Patient Access system;
Nurses’ appointments cannot be made via the Patient
Access system as patients are not generally aware of which
nurses undertake specific tasks, and they all run different clinics;
The Practice can tell you which doctor you are
registered with but you are free to see who you like;
The most important information relating to a patient is
on the front page of the notes or in the summary.
The SPPG committee represents the whole Strettondale
Patient Participation Group which comprises all the patients of
the Church Stretton Medical Practice. We need your comments
continuously, not just at annual survey time. Please use the
comments slips and box in the waiting area to communicate
with the committee. We discuss the issues raised and pass them
on to the staff at the Practice. The SPPG committee is pleased
to report that the Medical Practice has congratulated us on our
work to educate both the Practice as to patients’ views and the
patients about how the Practice works. Further discussions are
to come regarding the statistics collated from the questionnaire,
and any actions which might arise.
Finally, please remember to update your contact details
when you next visit the surgery and don’t forget to include
your mobile phone number if you wish to take advantage of
the new text messaging service for appointment reminders
and notification that test results are available.
Sue Hockaday

(24th February – 9th March)
‘Fighting Poverty through Trade’ - this strap-line explains
well the aims of Fairtrade. It adds - we are ‘connected to a
community which really needed our help’, so whole groups
of people gain appropriate reward for hard work. From
small beginnings, many different countries now supply
an ever expanding variety of products; it’s not (said some)
price up, and quality down! Check it out - the ‘Fairtrade
Foundation’ website is www.fairtrade.org.uk. And try to
check out our ‘Fairtrade Town’. The short summary below
comes with my apologies for being too brief; but thanks to
shopkeepers for such willing support!
So if you want people in the ‘majority world’ not to be
patronised, search out that distinctive logo. For example, the
Co-op, for this ‘Fortnight’, as well as adding
extra shelf products, they are having coffee
and chocolate tasting on 28th February. In
Ginger & Green, just glance along the drinks shelves behind
the counter! Acorn Cafe tells us to ‘Ask for Fairtrade’.
Entertaining Elephants has crafts (eg mugs) as well as foods.
However, it’s now more subtle, because ‘Fair Trade’ has
spawned other systems. Berry’s has teas and coffees which
are all ‘Ethically Sourced’. There are new
organisations – checkout www.bafts.org.
uk, with which Kaboodle is linked; 80% of
their products and 100% of their clothes are
Fair Trade. Rumour even has it that working
more intimately with small producers, helps
them financially and us ‘quality-wise’. Also
remember that the ‘Majority World’ is affected by ‘recession’
even more than ‘the West’. It may take time checking out
‘Fair Trade’; but links with people and communities really
matter, getting them cleaner water, better houses, more
access to education – and their dignity into the bargain.
Traidcraft at the Mayfair
In the Mayfair foyer - every Thursday, from 10.30am
until about 1pm - you get smiling volunteers, a large variety
of stock, plus our direct link with suppliers ordering,
weekly at no cost to you. Having no salaried ‘middlemen’
on duty, all our profit can
support Traidcraft, and hence
overseas. (See our Treasurer’s
comments below.) Check out
www.traidcraft.co.uk; or we
can give you a catalogue. And next time you’re in town on
Thursdays, spare an extra five minutes to visit us in the
Mayfair!
Tim Oakley and others.
Our Treasurer Gill Jackson adds:
A big thank you to all our customers who have helped
us achieve our highest annual total sales yet. During the past
year ending 31st January, we banked £9,694.22. As a result we
shall be donating £1,000 from our trading profit to Traidcraft
Exchange, thus helping even more people to work their way
out of poverty through trade. We will also donate an extra £50
to Mayfair to help support its work in our own community.

Pancake Race and Lunch

Shrove Tuesday, Tuesday 4th March
Pancake Race from the Library at 12.45pm (bring your own pan!), followed by lunch at the parish Centre at 1pm.
Please note change of time. Tickets for lunch £5 – in aid of The Bible Society. 			
Sheila Smith
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Royal British Legion News
Church Stretton Branch
ollowing a busy Autumn
programme The Branch is now
gearing up for the Spring.
The well-attended AGM and
Lunch, in October at All Stretton
Village Hall got everyone enthusiastic
about the hectic Autumn programme
when, in November, a group of
children from St Lawrence’s C of
E. Primary School, walked to the
Cunnery Road Cemetery visiting the
War Memorial on the way. With local
veterans, the children affixed Union
Flags to the graves of servicemen from
two World Wars who are buried or
are remembered on graves of their
relatives.
The following two weeks saw
Members and volunteers out selling
poppies before relaxing on the
Saturday evening before Remembrance
Sunday, enjoying music given by the
Shrewsbury Police Male Voice Choir.
Remembrance Sunday started with a
parade from The Club in Essex Road
to St Laurence’s Church for a service
before the parade reformed to climb
Longhills Road to the Memorial for a
short service and two minutes silence.
The short service and silence at the
Memorial was repeated the following
day, the 11th November.
The two minutes silence
on both occasions were
indicated by the firing of
maroons which echoed
loudly through the Stretton
gap.
The total raised
this year for the Poppy
Appeal was a magnificent
£7193.50. The Chairman,
Nigel Marsden, expresses
his gratitude and
appreciation to the good
people of Church Stretton
and District for their
generosity. A ‘Thank You’
concert, open to all, has
been arranged at Church
Stretton School Theatre
on Saturday 8th March, at
7.30pm given by the very
popular Much Wenlock
Male Voice Choir, Musical
Director – Paul Kelley.
Tickets cost £6 and are
available from Burway
Books; John Thomas
(Florist) or Wrights Estate
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Agents. Also, on Saturday 22nd March
the RBL Quiz will take place at the
Church Stretton and District Club
in Essex Road, at 7.45pm. All are
welcome for a fun night with Quiz
Master, Ken Willis.
Membership
Of immediate concern to the branch
is the need for a new Hon. Secretary
as the current one after several years
service, is retiring later this year.
Without a Secretary the Branch will
be in serious difficulty and likely
to have to close down. Anyone
interested in the Secretary position,
or becoming a member of the Royal
British Legion, even if you are not an
ex-serviceman or woman can join the
Legion on payment of a small annual
subscription of £14. Every penny that
is collected on the Poppy Appeal or
from activities such as the concert goes
to help the people it is intended for.
The members’ subscriptions pay for
the administration of this important
charity. If you want more information
or want to help then please contact the
Chairman, Nigel Marsden, on 01694
722335 or Membership Secretary, John
Evans on 01694 722400
John Corfield
Publicity Officer 01694 722473
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Church Stretton
W.I. Update

Another Man’s Shoes
n old paper bag with its contents, a pair
of ordinary brown leather lace up
shoes, held the key to the extraordinary
story Ellie Targett revealed bit by bit. Her
father, a respected Director of the Fishery
School in Norway, became a wanted man
pursued by the Nazis in World War II. A
Norwegian resistance movement was formed to
fight against the occupying forces and provide
vital information to Britain. Ellie’s father was
recruited to take photographs which, on
microfilm, were hidden under the postage
stamps on normal letters. One fateful day, a
ray of sunlight caught the lens of the camera,
the flash alerting a German soldier and this
led to his capture. I won’t reveal the rest of
this extraordinary story or how Ellie came to
receive the shoes which her father was wearing
on that day or why her talk is called ‘Another
Man’s Shoes’, because I can thoroughly
recommend her as a speaker for any group
which may be interested in hearing it.
The speaker for March is Rachel Read
who will be telling us about the work of
the Royal National College for the Blind
in Hereford which provides education and
training for visually impaired students.
Plans have been made for the Winter
Warmer Lunch on March 3rd, and a group
of members have signed up to walk a route
of the Shropshire Way to mark Shropshire
Federation’s 95th Anniversary. A Knit &
Natter group is meeting to make poppies for
our World War I commemoration later in
the year. If anyone would like a pattern and
to contribute to our poppy collection, please
ring me on 01694 781246.
The meeting is on Tuesday 11th March,
7.15pm at the Sylvester Horne Institute.
Visitors are very welcome.
Judith Randell

A

RNLI Fish & Chip
Supper

Saturday 1st March
Glyn Hayes, Press Officer for Westonsuper-Mare lifeboat, will talk about
what the RNLI means to him and the
rescue work at Weston-super-Mare.
Tickets £8.50 from John Thomas
(Florist) or 724371. Please bring your
own drink. 7.15 p.m. for 7.30 p.m.
SHI
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Stories from 25 Years as a
Tree Officer

Brownies Centenary Year
his year Brownies all over the country will celebrate
their 100th Birthday and Church Stretton Brownie
unit is the oldest unit in Shropshire - 95 years old!
In Church Stretton district we have several events
planned: we will attend a county day called Star Quest in
Telford; a day on a farm in Cleobury Mortimer; a train trip
to the seaside with a sandcastle competition and of course
a party. We are also hoping to arrange a sleepover with
Brownies from Craven Arms and Ludlow. With so much
to look forward to this year we would love to share the fun
with more girls.
There are two Brownie units in the district - Church
Stretton Brownies meet on Monday 6-7.15pm at the URC
hall. Hope Bowdler Brownies meet at Hope Bowdler village
hall on Tuesday 5-6.15pm.
We have places available in both units for girls aged
7-10 years old and all are welcome to come on their own or
for two or more friends to come together.
If you would like to know more please telephone me,
Liz Bourke on 01694 722910
.Liz Bourke (District Commissioner)

T

South Shropshire
Inter Faith Forum

O

n Monday 10th March the Inter Faith Forum
is going to look at the question of the place and
role of Religious Education in schools in a multifaith and diverse society in the UK and increasingly in
Shropshire. Questions will be explored about what can
be taught, and what is properly only the responsibility of
the Religious bodies; how is RE integrated into the wider
curriculum; does RE have a wider role in shaping the
culture of the school, and I am sure many other aspects.
The speakers will be: Philip Wright who teaches RE at
the school and Alun Morgan from SACRE the committee
that oversees the local arrangements in each area. All are
welcome to the School for 7.30 p.m. There is a small entry
charge for members and non-members of SSIF.
Contact: Pamela Thompson 01584 877650

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!

Herr Bach - Junior

C P Bach Magnificat
J S Bach Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring
Vivaldi Gloria
Ludlow Choral Society
Saturday 8th March 7.30pm
St Lawrence’s Church, Ludlow
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n Wednesday 5th March John
Blessington, a Tree Officer
with Shropshire Council for
25 years, will be giving a talk for the
Tree Group at the Methodist Church
Hall. John has a wealth of knowledge
about trees and Shropshire. He is
responsible for the hugely successful
Shropshire Council Community Tree
Scheme which has provided thousands
of free trees and hedging plants to
enhance our towns and countryside.
John has many stories about trees that
will delight and intrigue. The meeting
starts at 7.30pm and all are welcome.

A Sweet Chestnut

Stretton Climate Care

Climate Change – evidence and denial.
t 7.30pm on Friday 7th
March we are
pleased to welcome
Mark Lynas, international
environmental campaigner,
author and broadcaster who will
be speaking at the Secondary
School. His talk will also cover
the controversial subjects of
nuclear power and GM foods.
Mark has challenged the
political right over its denial of the reality of climate change,
and the political left over its denial of the science on the
safety of GM crops and nuclear power. Why is it political
ideology continually trumps scientific evidence on some of
the key issues facing us today? How might this affect the
future of the planet and its people?
This is bound to be a lively talk and Mark will not shirk
from answering your questions. Not to be missed.

A

Concord College Spring Concert

For Rotary Club Charity Polio Plus
Sunday 16th March at Theatre Severn 7.30 pm.
Tickets £10 from the theatre box office
ollowing last year’s sell-out performance, the UK’s premier
international school returns for a third time to Theatre
Severn. On Sunday 16th March students from Concord
College will perform Music and Dance from Around the
World. From Europe to the Far East, Concord showcases its
cultural diversity as its students take to the stage performing in
traditional costume and on authentic folk instruments in aid of
the Rotary Charity Polio Plus -- The Polio Plus campaign has
helped to save children around the world from the crippling
effects of Polio and has reduced the number of cases by 99%.
- See more at: https://www.theatresevern.co.uk/shows/
whatson/music-dance-from-around-the-world/#sthash.
ssnqs4Nw.dpuf
Roger Toon
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UNA News
Drones

O

n the second Friday morning of
alternate months members of the
local United Nations Association
group meet to discuss topical global issues,
and often to recommend action to be taken. None members
of UNA are very welcome but are asked to notify the host
beforehand, because we meet in a private home. The January
discussion morning was lively, interesting and informative. The
subject was drones, the inclusive name for unmanned radiooperated aircraft and their control systems.
As with nuclear energy, remotely controlled vehicle systems
can be destructive but also have a variety of constructive
applications in industry, commerce and agriculture. Unarmed
drones are used to gather intelligence. In the Democratic
Republic of Congo the UN is using drones, for the first time,
to plot the movements of rebel troops in areas where other
means of reconnaissance are very difficult. Vehicles fly from
Goma with a range of 150 miles. Even unarmed drones raise
questions of morality e.g. how is the
intelligence gained put to use and
who has access to it?
The use of drones in combat
has caused many questions to be
asked. One concern is that deaths by
remote control lead to a familiarity
with violence not felt in close armed
conflict, and to a casual attitude
to bloodshed. The degree of accuracy of remotely controlled
missiles has been repeatedly questioned. In particular the
number of civilian casualties in Pakistan from US missiles,
compared with the very small numbers in Afghanistan from
UK raids, is significant. Another concern is that international
humanitarian law has not kept pace with the advances in
technology.
The view that armed drones are safer and less expensive
than traditional combat was noted but we were left questioning
whether the advantages outweigh the drawbacks. General S.
McChrystal, formerly US commander in Afghanistan who is
in favour of continued military use of drones has said “Clearly
drones are a two edged sword . . . What seems like a panacea to
the messiness of war is not that at all”.
www.unashropshire.org.uk
Ruth Davies

B

Lent Groups 2014

y the time you read this Lent will be almost upon us.
Ash Wednesday falls on 5th March this year and the
house groups start the following Monday. However
there is still time to join one of the Lent Groups that are
being organised by Churches Together in the Strettons.
Forms for joining these groups are available in churches
so that people can be allocated to groups. If you have not
received one of these forms it is not too late. Please phone
Dick or Janet Ward (01694 725571) and we will do our best
to fit you into the group that is most convenient for you.
This year’s course, entitled Build On The Rock
(Matthew 7.24) starts by looking at faith and doubt. Is it
wrong – or is it normal and healthy – for a Christian to
have doubts? Is there any evidence for a God who loves us?
We hear from many witnesses. At the heart of a Christian
answer stands Jesus himself. We consider his ‘strange and
beautiful story’ and reflect upon his teaching, his death,
his resurrection and his continuing significance. There will
be five sessions with the following themes: Believing and
doubting, Jesus - our teacher, Jesus - our saviour, Jesus conqueror of death, Jesus - Lord and brother. These should
engender lively and interesting discussions.
Churches Together look forward to meeting lots of
people at these groups and hope that you will find them an
enjoyable and stimulating ecumenical event.
Dick and Janet Ward

South Shropshire Rambles

S

outh Shropshire Group of The Ramblers has drawn up
an interesting and varied list of walks for March and
we invite anyone to join us for several walks before
joining our Group. We are friendly and welcoming, so
please join us and have an enjoyable ramble in the beautiful
Shropshire Countryside.
Walking boots advised. Carry wet wear, a drink and a bite to eat.
Only Registered Assistance Dogs. In the event of inclement
weather please telephone the leader before you set out.
March 2nd at 10.30am: Vanessa Childs (07773874047)
leads a 6.5 mile walk from Harton Hollow Wood Car Park
along Wenlock Edge and Corvedale. Explorer Map 217.
Grid Reference: 480 875.
March 9th at 10am: Darren Hall (07837 021138) leads
an 11mile walk from Easthope Road Car Park, Church
Stretton to Pole Bank, Barristers Plain, Little Stretton and
Global Development Goals: Leaving No-one behind: Friday Long Mynd Hotel. Exp. map 217, GR 454 937.
March 9th at 10.30 am: Frances Hay (01694 724723) leads a
14th March at 10.00 am – 12.00
his is the title of the UNA-UK submission to the United 6+mile walk from Carding Mill Valley National Trust Car Park,
moderately hilly with splendid views. Exp. 217, GR 443 945.
Nations as successor to the Millennium Development
March 16th at 10.30am: Gill Mortimer (01584 877017)
Goals (MDGs) coming to an end in 2015. UNA
leads a 6 m. walk from Wentnor Stores Car Park to
branches and other interested groups are invited to participate
Stanbatch, Pole Cottage and Prolley Moor. Steep climb.
in a debate to help shape the final document. Progress had
Exp. 217 GR 384932.
been made towards some of the 8 goals and had it not been
March 23rd at 10am: Pat Buchanan (01588 661001)
for the world recession from 2008, 4 or 5 would have reached
leads from The Green, Leintwardine, a 10+ mile,
their targets set in 2000. However, in recent years it became
moderate, undulating walk via Downton Castle and
clear that the aspiration had been set too low. The UNA is in
Burrington. Exp.217 GR 405 739.
the process of challenging the UN to be more ambitious and
urgent in bringing about radical change at a more rapid rate. It March 30th at 10am: Denise Thompson (01584 875017)
leads from Craven Arms Discovery Centre Car Park an 11
is in the interest of world peace and stability that no one is left
mile walk to Edgton and Hopesay. Strenuous. Exp.217 GR
behind.
Noel Beattie 436 825.
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Church Stretton Area Community Interest Company

T

he Directors of the CIC are looking for someone to
help them in promoting the Church Stretton web
site www.churchstretton.co.uk to local businesses
that may want to market and promote themselves on the
web site.
Initial training with the current job holder will be
given.This post has flexible, part time hours, has a monthly
retainer plus commission on sales package.
It will suit those who want to get back into work,
providing a great deal of communication with Church
Stretton’s businesses.
If you are creative, energetic, determined, love meeting
people – Church Stretton needs all of those assets. The
role is about building strong relationships with our web
site customers to retain their loyalty and persuading new

customers to promote their businesses on our fantastic
town web site. Working with our web master to continually
improve the effectiveness of the site for townsfolk and
visitors alike.
You need to be results driven, people savvy, a self
motivator and be able to manage this project - but at times
to suit your own life style. No fixed hours involved.
But first look at the web site – its what you will be
working with. Interested initially – why not get a full post
specification?
Apply – Christine Harvey, Company Secretary, Church
Stretton Area CIC, c/o 60 High Street, Church Stretton,
SY6 6BY; Tel: 01694 722113;
e-mail: townclerk@churchstretton-tc.gov.uk

A Commemoration of the First World War
Presented by The More Singers and the
Shropshire Literary Society:
n their first concert of 2014, the More Singers join with
the Shropshire Literary Society to present music and
readings commemorating World War One. Famous war
poems will be read by members of The Shropshire Literary
Society, alongside music exclusively from composers who
lived through the First World War.
The choir will sing anthems by Stanford and Parry,
selections of movements from Faure’s “Requiem” and
the final section - “For the Fallen” - of Elgar’s moving
“The Spirit of England” (Opus 80), accompanied by
John Godwin and featuring popular international soloist
Ashley Turnell. Ashley will also sing “A Shropshire Lad”

by Butterworth, who was killed at the age of 31 during the
Battle of The Somme.
The concert will take place on Saturday 29th March
at 7.30pm in Church Stretton’s United Reformed Church,
conducted by Kathryn Leeke. Tickets, at a cost of £5,
are available from Burway Books or choir members. Any
remaining tickets will be available on the door at a cost of
£6.
After concert expenses, all profits and donations raised
from this event will be given to the Red Cross, who have
been working in war-torn places for more than the last
century.
For more information about the More Singers or their
concerts, please contact Ann Etches on 01694 723266.
Ann Etches

Churches Together Coffee Morning

Acton Scott Gardening Club

his year the money we raise at our coffee morning
will be going to Christian Aid. Christian Aid is
a charity which is working to end injustice and
fight poverty across the world. It often works with partner
organisations on the ground, at the place of need and is
able to respond quickly when disasters happen or urgent
assistance is needed. It works with and for people of all
faiths or none and aims to help people to rebuild or improve
their lives in a sustainable way. It monitors its spending very
carefully to get value for money, reaching as many people
as possible, including the marginalised and consulting
partner organisations about the effectiveness and relevance
of projects. Of course, to do this they need money and
that is where we all come in. The Churches Together in
the Strettons are holding a coffee morning from 10am to
12 noon on Saturday April 5th in the United Reformed
Church hall. As well as refreshments there will be a raffle,
lucky dip, cakes and produce stall, a -quality unwanted
clothes and small household items stall, and, hopefully, a
couple of games to have a go at. Please put the date in your
diary and come along to help us raise as much money as we
can.

n Thursday 13th March at 7.30pm at Acton Scott
Village Hall, Michael Darvill, the Head Gardener
at Arley Arboretum, will give an illustrated talk on
Arley Arboretum through the seasons.
This vast and spectacular arboretum was established
around 1820 and opened to the public in 2002. It boasts
more than 300 species of trees including many rare
and exotic, in both formal and informal settings. Nonmembers will be very welcome. £2.50 entry to include light
refreshments.
For further information please contact Julie Cheese on
01694 781463

I

T

Stretton Focus

March 2014 mag.indd 29

March 2014

O

Cancer Research Quz

We will be holding a Quiz Night to be hosted by Ken
Willis, at the Sylvester Horne Institute on Friday 21st
March. The quiz will start at 7.30pm-tickets are £5 per
person.
For Bookings-call 01694 722713
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St Patrick in Omaha

Craven Arms Farmers’ Market

he Lone Ranger, to most people, is redolent of
Tonto, Silver and the overture to William Tell.
A Western Ranger was one of the delights of
the v-force. We flew from our UK base to Goose Bay
in Labrador and then to Offutt, headquarters of USAF
Strategic Air Command. Our first Western Ranger was in
March 1960. We soon hit the town. Omaha is about the
size of Nottingham and I can remember little of the town
itself except that it appears to be deficient of public toilets.
That’s how the fun started. It was suggested to us to make
use of a bar.
Inside, it was very obviously St Patrick’s Day.
Everything was green, including the beer. How horrible,
we thought. Then a green pint appeared in front of each
of us.
Before we could protest, the barman said,
“compliments of the gentleman down the bar.” Then
advanced a small, very tough looking man, the image of
James Cagney, with his hand outstretched. “The name’s
O’Brian,” he announced.
Oh dear, here’s trouble! We returned his greeting and
he exclaimed, “Say, are you guys English?” He turned out
to be a lovely chap and, after more green beer, he gave
us each a silver dollar. Mine is now in the custody of my
grandson. The next place was like the previous one. If it
were not for all the green, you’d have thought it was St
George’s Day. We weren’t able to put our hands in our
pockets once.
It was election year and a fellow called Kennedy
was on everyone’s lips. Just two years later, we had
the Cuban crisis and the same crew were sitting in a
v-bomber waiting for the call. Disaster was saved by the
statesmanship of Krushchev, Macmillan and Kennedy –
not to mention the Anglo-American deterrent. Put some
other names in there and who knows what would have
happened.
We told tales, we sang songs and told jokes. They were
down to earth but not too rude because there were a good
many women in the bar. A very attractive one took quite
a shine to Brian Warwick, our tall, blonde co-pilot. She
likened him to Tab Hunter. At that time of course, Mr
Hunter had not ‘come out’: otherwise Brian would have
thought it a doubtful compliment. To one lady, I gave the
benefit of my vast knowledge of American politics, from
the Monroe Doctrine to The Marshall Plan. She seemed
impressed and was very attentive and polite. When we
left, she gave me her card (which I still have). It said
‘Mimi Olsen, Democratic Chairwoman for the State of
Nebraska.’ What a berk, she no doubt thought.
Came leaving time and we were full of almost tearful
regrets. “Come and see us again the next time you’re here.”
At Offutt, we were met by the crew chief. Our aircraft
was u/s and would take at least a day to fix. We almost
kissed him! The next day, we resolved to be sensible but
went to that bar again and had one or two drinks at the
most. We saw the attractive lady who thought she’d said
goodbye to “Tab Hunter”. Seeing us and especially Brian,
she exclaimed “Well, blow me down!” This expression I
thought was limited to Popeye!
Russell Rumbol

he Market takes place on the first Saturday of the
month from 9am until 1pm. All the stalls sell local
food, drink, craft and produce. Including, sweets,
apple juice, bread, cakes, honey, smoked meats, hand dyed
yarns, beer, plants etc.
The market is celebrating its tenth year in 2014, and the
March market will have a St David’s Day theme, with leek
Welsh cakes being made on site, daffodil cupcakes, daffodils
and leeks for sale too.
Carla Lowndes
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‘Mothers and Others’
St Laurence’s Parish Centre
Sunday 9th March 3-5pm
Come along and take part in a Mother’s Day
themed session. Including crafts, games fun and food.
Contact Suzan to book in and for catering purposes.
Suzan.williams@strettonparish.org.uk or tel 722588

The 23rd Shropshire Vintage and Classic
Motorcycle Show and Autojumble
Sunday 23rd March
Wistanstow Show
Starts 10.30am
Admission £3
www.shropshirevintagebikeshow.co.uk

Bangers & Mash Lunch

For Save the Children
On Friday 28th March 2014 12 noon - 1.30pm at the
Parish Centre. £5.50 (to include tea/coffee)
Raffle and Cards for Sale
Pat Oxtoby
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Occasional Advertisements

Occasional adverts are
not indexed

Paul E. Stephens
Property Consultants Chartered Surveyors
RICS Homebuyer Surveys
Valuations
Planning and development
WOODNALL, ALL STRETTON, SHROPSHIRE SY6 6JP

Phone: 07837 322172/01694 723891
Fax: 01694 723741
Email: paul@woodnall.co.uk

Occasional Advertisements
9.0 cm x 5.0 cm £15 each month
9.0 cm x 2.4 cm £7.50 each month
Place your order at
adverts@strettonfocus.org.uk
or tel: 01694 723890

Pilates in the Strettons

Strengthen, lengthen, bend and unfold with

Ruth Thompson 07860 255400
Body Control Pilates Teacher & Physiotherapist
Private Consultations or Small Groups

Focus Advertising Manager
The Focus team has a vacancy for someone to administer the advertisements for the
magazine. The work is in two parts, firstly to receive and list the handful of ‘occasional
advertisements’ that appear each month on page 47 and to forward them to the Focus
Production team.
Secondly, the bigger part of the job is the collection of the set of ‘permanent
advertisements’ every autumn for the following year’s Focus. This involves sending
out a printed form to each current and potential advertiser in October asking them if
they want to advertise for the following year, receive and bank their cheques, and pass
on the information weekly to the production team. The data is recorded on a simple
Excel spreadsheet. The job does not involve soliciting potential advertisers or designing
advertisements.
If you are interested, please contact Barrie Raynor on 01694 723928,
or email raynor@greengates.org.uk.
Stretton
Stretton Focus
Focus
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