Stretton

FOCUS
May 2014

May 2014 mag.indd 1

Community Voice of the Strettons

£1

17/04/2014 12:00

(founded 1967)

Average monthly sales 1,450 copies
(About 60% of households in Church Stretton)

Chairman
Barrie Archer 01584 841641
Editors
Gay Walker 722257
Nigel and Liz Strachan 724442
Gill Morrell
Janet Martin
Cover Editors
Dave Draper 724911
Yvonne Beaumont, Jane Davies
Computer Production
Barrie Raynor 723928
Rowland Jackson 722390
Ian Dormor 723456
Distribution
Richard Carter 724106
Advertising
Ruth Holmes 724891
Finance Director
Richard Fillenham 723119
Web Editor
Chris Moores 722940
Secretary
Chris Moores 722940
Directors

Barrie Archer (Chmn), Sandie Johnson, Pat Oxtoby,
Barrie Raynor (V Chmn), Richard Fillenham, Lesley
Richards, Richard Hickman, Tom Beaumont

Advertisements

Rates for block and occasional
advertisements may be obtained from
the Advertising Manager, Ruth Holmes,
46 Central Avenue, Church Stretton,
SY6 6EF , tel: 01694 724891 or email to
adverts@strettonfocus.org.uk
to whom copy should be sent.

The Stretton Focus Management Board cannot
accept responsibility for any product or service
advertised. Acceptance of an advertisement does
not imply any form of approval or recommendation.
Advertisers are required to comply with the British Code
of Advertising Practice.

Submission of articles

If possible, please submit material by
email to editor@strettonfocus.org.uk
as an attachment with a pertinent title,
not simply ‘Focus Article’. Typed or
legible handwritten copy, discs, CDs with
original unimproved digital photographs
or good quality glossy photographs may
be left at Wrights, Estate Agent, Sandford
Avenue clearly labelled ‘Stretton Focus’.
All copy must be received by noon on the
date below.

Disclaimer

Stretton Focus prints a wide range of articles and
letters. The views expressed in these are those of their
authors and not necessarily those of the Management
Board. The Editors exercise their right to edit any
articles, letters etc submitted for publication at their
discretion without consulting the author.

Copy day and Deadline

is normally the first Monday of the month.
For the June issue it is Tuesday 6th May
(12 noon).
For the July issue it will be Monday 2nd
June
The June Stretton Focus will be
distributed on Friday 30th May

Outlets

Stretton Focus may be purchased by
annual subscription (delivered) or directly
from Newsworld Sandford Avenue, Co-op,
Spar, Visitor Information Centre (Church St),
Mayfair and the Churches.

www.strettonfocus.co.uk
© 2014 Stretton Focus Limited
Registration No. 6237590 Inc in England
Registered Office: 8 High Street,
Church Stretton, SY6 6BU
ISSN 1479–7356

Printed by WPG, Welshpool

2

May 2014 mag.indd 2

In Focus
News
27
46
34
39
33
21
45
22
28
35
5&7
42
35
36
38
33
41
22
36
38
41
34
34

Arts Festival News
Bluebird Care Wins Awards
Community First Responders
Cricket Development
Focus Community Award Scheme
Kim March - LMAC
Library News
Mayfair Wins Award
Medieval Fair
Pride of Place Volunteers
Rectory Field Pond
Rectory Wood & Field Report
Rotary News
Scrappies News
Stretton Choral Society
Stretton Climate Care
Stretton Rugby
Swift Survey
Tuesday Club
UNA News
Wellbeing Centre Update
WI News
Wind in the Willows

Forthcoming Events
18
29
30
30
29
39
35
11
42
38
29
12
30
21
36
46
36

Blues ‘n’ Roots Festival
Dorrington Players
Flicks in the Sticks
Gardening in May
Let’s Get Quizzical
Lib Dem Plant Sale
Library Events
Little Stretton Plant Sale
Mayfair Book Sale
Pazapa Ceilidh
Pit Stop
RNLI
RSPB News
Rushbury Sock Knitting
South Shropshire Rambles
St Laurence’s Slimbridge Trip
Stretton & Shropshire Cancer Care

Regular Features
27
15
12
30
8
18
16
5
15
12
15
11
7
18
12
21
2
12

Anglican Voice
Catholic Voice
CSTC Community Matters
Focus on Faith
Letters
Mayfair Lottery
Mayfair News
Parents’ Corner
Police Report
Quaker Voice
Recipe of the Month
Thank You
The Story of Wool
Trivia Answers
Trivia Corner
URC Voice
What’s On
Where is it? Photo Quiz

Other
45 Colin’s Comment

What’s On in

If you wish to know the times of regular meetin

1 Thursday

Stretton Traidcraft
Fairtrade Goods for Sale
10.30am–1pm Mayfair

CS Library
Local & Family History Session
1–4pm

2 Friday

Country Market
9.15-11.45am Mayfair

3 Saturday

Craven Arms Farmers’ Market
9am-1pm Discovery Centre

Mayfair
7th Annual May Fayre
Stalls, activities, displays & demonstrations
Entry 50p, children free
11am-3pm

CS & District Club
Skittles Evening. All ages welcome. Teams of
2 or 4. £5 per team
7pm start

St Laurence’s Church
Lets Get Quizzical Quiz Night
£10 per team
7.30-10pm All Stretton VH

4 Sunday

St James’s Church Cardington
Choral Evensong. All welcome
6.30-7.30pm St James’s Church

Photo: Jane Davies
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On in the Strettons in May

egular meetings of societies and groups, please consult the list of societies and contacts in the yellow pages.

5 Monday

Country Market

Little Stretton Village Hall

9.15-11.45am Mayfair

Plant Sale with tea and cakes
Plant donations gratefully accepted
Enquiries 01694 723627.
2-4pm

Flicks in the Sticks Church Stretton
Captain Phillips
7.30pm (Doors open 7pm) CS School

Mayfair
Coffee morning in Daycare.
All welcome
10-12noon

CS Library
Volunteer Outreach Session - Information
for organisations who use volunteers & for
people that would like to volunteer locally
10am–12noon

Little Big Band
Tickets incl supper: £8, primary school children £4 from 722300, 722016 or 723285.
In aid St Andrew’s Church Hope Bowdler
7.30pm Rushbury VH

UNA
Discussion led by Richard Acland
For venue ring 01694 724171
10.30-12noon

6 Tuesday
CS Library

Rhyme time - Fun, songs and rhymes for
children under 3 years
10.30–11am

Ceilidh
In aid of Pazapa
Adults £8, Under 16 £5, includes snacks &
1st drink. Tickets: John Thomas & Burway
Books
7.30pm SHI

7 Wednesday
CS Library

Reading Group - Discussion of last month’s
book, all welcome
2–3pm

10 Saturday

Sock Knitting Workshop
To book phone Tina: 01694 771639 or
email: tina@knittingskills.co.uk
10am-4pm Rushbury Village Hall

PACT Surgery
2pm Mayfair Cafe

CAMEO

Methodist Church

Jean Huff: ‘Alpacas’
2.30pm Parish Centre

8 Thursday

Stretton Traidcraft

Drop in to enjoy coffee and a chat in the hall
or quiet time in the Church.
10am-12noon

Clive Avenue Residents Association

Fairtrade Goods for Sale
10.30am–1pm Mayfair

CS Library
Local & Family History Session
1–4pm

AGM + an exhibition of historic photographs
of the development of Clive Avenue
2pm Mayfair Jubilee Room

Quiz Night with Ken Willis
In aid of Lifeboats. Teams of 4 to 6 Cost £4
each. Raffle + drinks & snacks available at
the bar.
7.45pm CS & District Club

9 Friday

CS & District Gardening Club

11 Sunday

South Shropshire Ramblers
4.5 mile walk around All Stretton Leader
Claire Cox - 01694 722754.
10.30am CS Railway Station - A49 side.

St Laurence’s Church
Pitstop. Crafts, games, fun, food & more.
Contact: 722588 or suzan.williams@strettonparish.org.uk
3-5pm Parish Centre

12 Monday

Stretton & Shropshire Cancer Care
‘Dealing with Reality’ – led by Marie Weeks
2.30pm Mayfair

13 Tuesday
CS Library

Rhyme time - Fun, songs and rhymes for
children under 3 years
10.30–11am

Time to Listen
A booktime for adults.
The theme this month is ‘Music’
11–12noon

Stretton Climate Care
Switching Energy Suppliers
2.30pm Mayfair

Rectory Wood & Field
Guided Walk – wildlife
Meet at entrance next to Scout Hut
6.30-8.30pm

Church Stretton Women’s Institute
Annette and John Christophers present ‘Fun
with Clay!’
7.15pm SHI

CS Methodist Wives & Friends
Talk: ‘The Health & Wellbeing Centre’
7.30pm Methodist Hall

Outing to Malvern Spring Show
Stretton Focus Website

www.strettonfocus.co.uk
If you submit articles to Focus by e-mail, you should always get an acknowledgment.
If you don’t get a response within 24 hours, please phone an editor!
Stretton Focus
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What’s On - continued
14 Wednesday

Methodist Network Group
Barbara & Tim Oakley: ‘God’s Creation in
Africa’
2.30pm Methodist Church

Flicks in the Sticks Hope Bowdler

‘Philomena’. Ticketed event includes supper
during interval (Bring your own drinks) &
‘Irish Raffle’. Tickets £10 from Eve Dapling
on 723648
7pm start Hope Bowdler VH

Amnesty Meeting
7.30pm SHI.

15 Thursday

Stretton Traidcraft
Fairtrade Goods for Sale
10.30am–1pm Mayfair

CS Library
Local & Family History Session
1–4pm

Neighbourhood Watch
7.30pm Parish Centre

16 Friday

Country Market
9.15-11.45am Mayfair

17 Saturday

St Laurence’s Church
Trip to Slimbridge
Adults £18, children £2 includes admission
& talk. All welcome
Contact Tim Oakley on 724225

Stretton Climate Care
Annual Duck Racing Day
50p per duck per race.
10.30am-4pm Carding Mill Valley.

Ticklerton Folk Dance.
Contact 01694 722418
8pm till late Ticklerton VH.

18 Sunday

Womerton Farm Open House
In aid of Mayfair
Tickets £2.50 in advance, £3 on door. Tea
& cakes
10am-4pm

19 Monday

CS Parkinson’s Group
Jill Wallbank: ‘The Benefits of Therapeutic
Massage and Exercise’
2.30pm Mayfair

4
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CS Local History Group
Visit to Ashford House (members only) &
AGM
Meet 2.20pm URC car park, 3pm Bucks
Head

20 Tuesday
CS Library

Rhyme time - Fun, songs and rhymes for
children under 3 years
10.30–11am

21 Wednesday

Mayfair Poetry Group
Dreams & Nightmares
2.15pm Mayfair

Methodist Network Group
Barrie Mackay & Choir
2.30pm Methodist Church

RNLI
Social Afternoon with RNLI video & tea &
cake. Free but donations welcome
3pm URC Hall

CS Library
An evening with Priscilla Masters reading
from her new book ‘The Devil’s Chair’
7pm

The Strettons Civic Society
AGM includes update on Shropshire Council’s Final Plan (SAMDev) for housing and
employment land
7pm SHI

22 Thursday

Stretton Traidcraft
Fairtrade Goods for Sale
10.30am–1pm Mayfair

CS Library
Local & Family History Session
1–4pm

23 Friday

Country Market
9.15-11.45am Mayfair

Evergreen Club
Derick Poundford: ‘This and That Mostly
That’
2.30pm Mayfair

24 Saturday

28 Wednesday
CS Library

Rhyme time - Fun, songs and rhymes for
children under 3 years
10.30–11am

U3A
Ellie Targett: ‘Another Man’s Shoes’
2pm URC Hall

29, 30 & 31 Thurs, Fri & Sat
Dorrington Players

‘Funny Money’. Tickets from John Thomas
& Burway Books from mid-May, as well as
www.skiddle.com.
7.30pm SHI

29 Thursday

Stretton Traidcraft
Fairtrade Goods for Sale
10.30am–1pm Mayfair

St Laurence’s Church
Ascension Day Communion
11.30am.

CS Library
Local & Family History Session
1–4pm

30 & 31 Friday & Saturday
Mayfair New Look Book Sale
Supported by CS Rotary Club
Admission 50p
10am-4pm each day URC Hall

30 Friday

Country Market
9.15-11.45am Mayfair

CS & District Gardening Club
Outing to Bryan’s Ground at Presteigne

31 Saturday
PACT Surgery

9-12noon CS Police Station

Liberal Democrats Plant Sale
10am St Milburga’s car park

Blues & Roots Festival
In aid of MacMillan Cancer Support
Online Tickets £20 at www.bluesnroots.
co.uk.
12noon Rectory Field

CS & District Club
Abba Tribute Act and Robbie T Disco
Tickets from the Club £10pp.
For details ring 723193 (evenings)
8.30pm-late (no entrance after 10.30pm).
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T

Parents’ Corner

oday is Mother’s Day so I am writing a paragraph
for my Mummy. I did a instrumental workshop at
school on Thursday March 27th and they mentioned
Stompers which sounds great so I might go. I think your
son, daughter, grandson or granddaughter should go too.
The Stretton Stompers meet to rehearse every Wednesday, at
St Lawrence CE Primary School, Church Stretton.
On the 28th of March I went to the Black Country
Museum it was reeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeely
good if you’ve been there you know what I mean. If you
haven’t gone before go there and you’ll see what I mean. Did
you know all the buildings there were made somewhere else
and brick by brick they took the buildings down and built
them up again in the Black Country museum?
Joke time...
Two crisps were standing on the pavement. A taxi drove up
and the taxi driver said
“Would you like a lift?”
“No thanks “ they replied “We’re Walkers”
Bye Bye from William Alston
May Activities
Shrewsbury Dawn Chorus Walk
Saturday 3rd May 5am- 8am
Shropshire Wildlife Trust. Celebrate this wildlife spectacle
with an expert. Bring a torch and binoculars if you have them.
Followed by a continental breakfast at the visitor centre
Donation of £5 per person. Booking is essential,
ring 01743 284280
25th Anniversary for 2014 National Falconry & Raptor
Fair- May 4/5th
The 2014 British Falconry & Raptor Fair is being held at a
new venue this year- Chetwynd Park, Newport, Shropshire
on the Bank Holiday Weekend of Sunday 4th May and
Monday 5th May. The event is being held in beautiful
Shropshire countryside, and promises to be a fantastic twoday family-fun weekend which will showcase some great
entertainment. See website or phone 01588 672708.
Clun Green Man Festival
Saturday 3rd May- Monday 5th May
The Clun Green Man Festival is a traditional springtime
festival held on the first May Bank Holiday each year.
Apley Jousting Fair at Apley Farm shop.
Saturday 3rd May 10am - 4pm - Shifnal
This year, as well as the famous Knights of the Damned
Jousting team, there will be an exclusive appearance from
Mike the Knight for the first time! Tickets available in
advance online www.apleyjoustingfair.co.uk
Shrewsbury Children’s Bookfest
3rd May - 5th May - Shrewsbury
Book festival for the young. Talks with top authors, drama,
workshops and film. Please see the website for more
information about each event and more details.
Shropshire County Horse Show
17th May 2014
The Agricultural Showground, Shrewsbury SY1 2PF
Featuring a full array of Hunter Classes, with Working
Hunters and Show Classes, both affiliated and unaffiliated.
There will also be Dressage and an exciting Livery Yard
Competition. See website for more details.
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Rectory Field Pond Opening

Join us in turning a new page
in the story of the Rectory
Field pond
Osfest 23rd - 26th May
Oswestry Showground Park Hall Oswestry SY11 4AX
Oswestry’s annual pop festival, featuring boy band Union J,
from the X Factor. Camping available. Again see website.
Women in Aviation Half Term at Cosford
26th - 30th May
This May half term the Royal Air Force Museum Cosford
will be celebrating the achievements made by women in
aviation. From Monday 26th to Friday 30th May the
Museum will be running sessions for families to enjoy,
based on some of aviation’s most inspirational women.
Emma Alston
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The Shropshire Sheep

A

nd it continues with the fence, the turnip and
genetics … The Shropshire is a downland sheep.
Medium sized, it has a clean ‘soft black’ face with
wool on the poll, creamy-white short dense fleece -good for
knitting wool, and dark legs mostly clean of fleece.
In the late 18th Century the population of Britain was
growing by about 1.4% per annum. This, poor harvests and
greater costs due to the Napoleonic War caused food prices
to rise sharply. A Board of Agriculture was formed in 1793
and agricultural surveys carried out county by county. And
agriculture – that which feeds us – became more scientific.
Enclosure -fencing of land, begun in the 16th Century
due to a need for more food, increased rapidly in the late
18th Century. Although controversial, it brought more
land into active production. New crops such as the turnip
provided more winter fodder. More animals could be fed
over winter and the best kept for breeding. The ‘fence’
prevented animals from eating crops, helped prevent the
spread of disease and caused soil enrichment from manure.
And significantly, it enabled improvement of stock and
selective breeding for desired characteristics - suitability for
local conditions, growth rate, conformation, easy handling,
wool quality.
John Ellman of Glynde in Sussex refined the hornless
fine-woolled Southdown and Robert Bakewell of Dishley
bred the docile New Leicester. The hardy sheep of the
Long Mynd, Morfe Common and Cannock Chase were
improved by the Meires of Berrington near Atcham, and
others. Crossing these improved local sheep with the
Leicester and reputedly the Southdown created the hornless,
fine-woolled, docile but hardy Shropshire, consistent by
around 1850. Faces without wool, to avoid eye infections,
are a 20th Century improvement.
The success of the breed led to a need for certainty.
From 1853 attempts were made to record Shropshire rams’
pedigrees. The Shropshire Sheep Breeders’ Association and
Flock Book Society was founded in 1882, the first of many.
The oldest flock book society in the UK, it continues today
to set breed standards and register flocks and sheep.
The breed continued to be very popular, and was
exported worldwide. However, with foot and mouth disease
in the 1920’s restricting exports, and the depression of
the 1930’s favouring smaller sheep, the breed’s popularity
waned to a critical point. An Association meeting in
Shrewsbury in 1974 started a turn around.
Now it is enjoying a revival. Flocks are named for
recording purposes and Pippa Geddes -a former President
of the Association, and her husband Peter run the Alderton
Flock in North Shropshire. She says “They are the local
breed, healthy, easy to manage and they grow on rapidly.
You can graze them in orchards as well as amongst
Christmas trees, a famous trait of the breed. Provided they
are managed correctly they won’t touch the trees. It’s a winwin situation – double use of the land, and environmentally
friendly herbage control.” The breed society currently has
an export order for 200 ewe-lambs and 5 rams to France,
for grazing in orchards. Shropshires are regularly exported
to several other Northern European countries. There are
now 4000 pure bred Shropshires in the UK and more
worldwide.
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Rectory Field Pond Opening

Sir Neil and Lady Cossons will be officially opening the restored
Rectory Field Pond on Friday 6th June at 3.30pm, followed by tea
in The Parish Centre, Church Stretton.

Nearby at Acton Scott Historic Working Farm is the
Marshbrook flock of pedigree Shropshires, managed by
Merle Wilson, Stockperson. “We’ve got 25 ewes and 9 hogslast year’s ewe-lambs and a ram. We’ve scanned the ewes
and about half are having doubles (twins)”. She adds “One
ewe is having triplets – which is unusual for the breed.”
They will be gathered in for lambing.
And what of the turnip? The larger mangold grows
better on local clay soils. Merle will be feeding the ewes
Farm grown mangolds in the traditional way just before and
then after lambing to sustain the ewes’ milk production.
Lambing started on 1st April. Merle and all at the Farm
will welcome you to see the Shropshire sheep and their newborn lambs.
See www.actonscottmuseum.com/ for opening times
and more information.
Thelma Thompson,Sheeep Producer
Photograph by Sally Coombes
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Letters to the Editor
Freedom to choose
ome children are taken for
auditions by their parents who
are hoping that their ‘darling
offspring’ will one day be famous, and
that they may revel in their reflected
glory, in whatever form this may take.
If a child is talented then I do not
see anything wrong in encouraging this.
However, I think that some parents
forget that their child becoming famous
one day may come with a high price
tag, namely - in the form of a hefty
amount of time spent ferrying them
around, and a lighter bank balance!
I am inclined to believe that
some children, having complied with
their parents’ wishes, lose interest
in whatever initially sparked their
curiosity. As they grow older children,
understandably, often prefer spending
time with their friends enjoying
themselves than slavishly adhering to a
timetable of rehearsals, auditions, etc.
Having initially invested so heavily in
the dream of future fame, some parents
are unwilling to confront the reality of
their child’s lack of interest. This is a
pity as I believe that children should
be free to enjoy whatever hobby or
interest that they wish to pursue.
Indeed, my own daughter was a
violinist during her school days, but
subsequently decided that this was
no longer something she enjoyed,
and relinquished the bow and fiddle!
However, neither she nor I have ever
regretted this, as she made the right
choice for her.
Margaret Foster

S

Cry for Help!
n 1952 while serving with the
Royal Navy I joined HMS
Campania - the ex Festival of
Britain ship, and sailed south round
the Cape and then west to the Monte
Bello islands off the coast of Western
Australia. The event was the testing of
the first atomic device: to prove that we
had the ‘know how’. We carried many
clever scientists and technicians. It was
a unique experience.
All this led to the publication, in
Australia, of an official record of the
event including the crossing the line
(equator) ceremony.
The whole point of this plea is
that having lent the book produced to
many people in this area I am unable
to remember to whom.

I
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The book itself
is in a blue cover,
measures 7 by 9 inches
and is bound by a
plastic spine. If it is
out there I should be
very happy to have it
returned.
With hope, Alan Manser.
Student Journalists
enjoy reading Holly and Alice’s
articles each month, and think the
idea of their regular inclusion in
Focus is very refreshing.The girls are
amazingly mature and well-balanced
in their views and show great depth
of insight. I wonder how typical their
thoughts are among their peers? I always
imagined that teenagers see anyone
over twenty as quite invisible, deeply
preoccupied as they are in their own busy
world of studies, exams, social media,
music, boy or girl friends, what to wear,
etc. Holly and Alice would seem to
dispel this impression, and I’m glad.
The articles make me think that
perhaps there are many interesting
young people out there whom I would
like to meet. I am in my seventies and
have absolutely no contact whatsoever
with young people, and I think that’s
a shame when I read these articles.
Wouldn’t it be nice to have the
occasional session somewhere, where
the different generations can meet
and talk, if only for an hour? Not
only would it be interesting to talk
and exchange views and experiences,
but there would be a practical side to
it too; I daresay many of them would
have no problem in answering many of
the questions I have about tuning my
digital radio, and understanding my
Ipad and my Ipod, with which I am
vainly trying to keep pace.
Yes – there is room in my life for a
few sympathetic teenage friends, who
would not regard me as old and boring!
Name and address supplied

I

Student Journalists
hank you to Holly and Alice
for both articles, which were
extremely well written.
Everyone goes through phases
of one kind or another. ‘Staying in’
recharges your batteries and for a
while is no bad thing. During life we
all miss out on various opportunities
for a variety of reasons, but realizing

T

this will make us more determined in
the future. Happy memories often
accompanied by photos are what we
remember and cherish, bad memories
seldom raise themselves above the
parapet as our mind sends them into
its deepest recesses.
Alice remembers events from
childhood, some of which I did over
sixty years ago – some things remain
constant, which is a comforting
feeling. Many people - young and
old alike, with surplus money, like to
surround themselves with the latest
gadgets – nothing wrong with that.
However, if they were unavailable, oh,
how we’d miss them – feeling perhaps
that we had returned to the Stone
Age! A positive effect of this may be
that we’d visit family and friends more
frequently instead of perhaps relying
too heavily on the phone, e-mail and
social media. It is lovely to speak with
someone in person and, so far at least,
an experience which technology has
failed to fully replicate. My daughter
will be at university later this year and
whilst we will be dependent upon
technology to communicate during
term-time, it will be lovely to meet up
during the holidays.
The pieces of technology I would
not wish to be without are my digital
camera - I enjoy trying to photograph
things - however small, and my laptop
to view my photos – which brings back
happy memories.
Via the media youngsters may be
vulnerable to the apparently relentless
tide of advertising, in which it is
suggested that they need to improve
their appearance. It is often only
in growing older that we realize the
potential damage and futility such
adverts may cause.
As a teenager my daughter was
hooked on Jackie magazine, believing
all that was printed in its ‘hallowed’
pages: face masks, milk baths,
cucumber slices on eyes – all were
‘essential’ to the body beautiful! An
early night would probably have had a
similar- possibly better effect, but held
no such appeal!
My daughter buys me presents but
none of these can compare with having
her as a daughter which, to me, will
always be the best present I could have
wished for. Margaret Foster
Continued on Page 11

May 2014

Stretton Focus

17/04/2014 12:00

Sausage & Mash Lunch
ave the Children raised £586.50 at the Sausage &
Mash Lunch on 28th March in the Parish Centre. Due
to the overwhelming number of people attending, we
must apologise to those who were turned away. Next year
we will ensure that we cater for extra! The committee would
like to thank everyone who came and for their generous
support. 				
Pat Oxtoby

S

Classrooms in the Clouds
any thanks to all the Strettonians who came to
the Mayfair evening meeting (9th March) to
support Classrooms in the Clouds. The speakers,
Sarah and Mike Wilde, gave us a comprehensive talk on the

M

Guide Dogs Fund Raising
n Saturday 29th March we held a collection in
aid of Guide Dogs in the Foyer area of the MidCounties Co-operative Store in Church Stretton.
The stories and conversations held throughout the day with
the customers, residents and visitors, comple-mented by a
good day of weather, added to a wonderful feeling of doing
something to help a very worthy cause.

O

work of this small charity which builds schools for Sherpa
children in rural Nepal.
We raised £300 (breakdown of how the money is spent below)
£120 – 1 month’s salary for a teacher
£50 – benches and desks for 18 children
£10 – 1 school uniform for a child
£5 – 1 day’s pay for a porter carrying 35kg per day.
Sincere thanks.
Brenda Alexander,
Enid Bishop (Methodist Wives and Friends) and Kaboodle

A big Thank You to the Store Manager, Julie Sumner, and
her staff for their co-operation. The amount raised for this
event was £450.21, thanks to the generosity of everyone.
Tom & Yvonne Beaumont,
Co-ordinators on Fund Raising in the Strettons

Dorrington Players gift of time to Mayfair Community
Centre
n Saturday 5th April the Dorrington Players
offered a Rehearsed Play Reading of 2 plays (Peter
Shaffer’s The Public Eye and Noel Coward’s Ways
and Means) at the All Stretton Village Hall. The evening was
a very enjoyable event with a bar, raffle and refreshments.
Thanks to all who offered their time, energies and support.
All proceeds went to Mayfair.
Sue Jones

O

Letters continued
St Lawrence’s Churchyard Replanting
hat a pity that the Churchwardens and PCC have
decided to replant the churchyard with yews.
Whilst I acknowledge that this is a native species:
as it grows it has always added to the darkness present in
many church surroundings. Its initial growth also traps litter
and I feel does nothing to enhance the security or beauty of
the surroundings.
With the rest of the church and it’s plans for the
future being very far from ‘traditional’, why not take the
opportunity to plant species such as the small, flowering
cherry or an acer, both of which grow happily in this area?
I understand that the large specimen trees have
outgrown their welcome in the graveyard, but think that
the preponderance of yew would be a sad and gloomy
replacement.
Felicity Thomas

W

Stretton Focus

May 2014 mag.indd 8

May 2014

Little Stretton Plant Sale
The plant sale will be held at
Little Stretton Village Hall
on Monday 5th May
from 2.00pm - 4.00pm
There will be tea and cakes.
Plant donations gratefully accepted
Enquiries 01694 723627.
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Church Stretton Town Council
Community Matters
Casual Vacancy
As no election was called, the Town Council will be filling
the vacancy for South ward by co-option on 20th May.
Anyone interested in applying please contact the Town
Clerk, before the deadline of noon on 12th May 2014 with
a brief note on your background and vision for the town.
Council staff
Sadly we will be losing two of our stalwart members of
staff as both have decided to retire. Herby Maddox will be
hanging up his mower at the end of April and will be sorely
missed for his hard work, diligence and vast knowledge
of all things local. We wish him and his wife Jean all the
very best. Similarly, the office staff will be losing Doreen
Robinson after 16 years of loyal service. Doreen has always
been there to support the Town Clerk and the Council.
Her even and measured approach to any problem rearing
its head has been invaluable. We will miss Doreen but hope
that she will now have time to enjoy her garden properly.
SAMDev
Following on from last month’s report, Shropshire Council
decided that the site for a housing and industrial estate at
New House Farm at the foot of Caer Caradoc would be
taken out of SAMDev altogether, rather than become a
reserve site. An outline application for one of the preferred
sites (Leasowes, Sandford Avenue) was submitted to SC at
the end of March for 52 dwellings.
Summer Planters Appeal - 2014
There is still time to make a donation towards the floral
display planters around the town. If you would like to do
so, please write to the Town Clerk, 60 High Street, Church
Stretton with your donation promise.
The Town Council is extremely grateful to all those who
have contributed in the past and hope that local generosity
will continue this year.
Planning Issues
Full details of decisions and current planning applications
can be viewed in the Council Office window at 60 High
Street and on the Town Council website
(www.churchstretton.co.uk) or at www.shropshire.gov.uk
Mrs Christine Harvey, Town Clerk
Cllr Michael Braid, Chairman

Q

uakers are no longer the solemn, grey-clad
personages that are still sometimes depicted in
fiction. Yes, the silent meeting for worship with its
‘gathered stillness’ is still at the centre of our
lives, but we are not averse to other kinds of meetings and
gatherings which may well be anything but silent – though
they will often include a period of shared silence.
Meetings sometimes have a special purpose -perhaps
for business matters, or to seek guidance over difficulties.
Recently the Quakers in Church Stretton had arranged
what we decided to call a ‘Meeting for Eating’- a social gettogether with shared food in one of our homes. What did
each of us expect, I wonder? Perhaps we looked forward to
learning a little more about each other; surely we expected
lively and diverse conversation, sharing foods prepared by
others than ourselves, being welcomed into another person’s
home in open friendship. I suspect we did not particularly
expect to be surprised.
On this occasion however we were surprised, by the
arrival of an unexpected and unknown visitor. As Friends
were arriving and being welcomed at the front door of the
host’s house they were joined by a stranger-a young man
with a pack on his back and a case containing some sort of
musical instrument. We discovered that he was a Storyteller from Brittany, travelling around the UK, sometimes
visiting schools, travelling light with little but the essentialsplus a psaltery, a stringed musical instrument. The old title
for him might have been ‘Troubadour’. He too was made
welcome, talked with us, ate with us -and shared with us his
gifts of songs, dances and story-telling. And we shared with
him what we could offer -hospitality, food, a spellbound
audience, poetry, songs, and conversation. I suspect that
most of us felt that we gained more than we gave.
Afterwards, in the days following, it has been surprising
how this extra-ordinary, in the sense of ‘outside the
ordinary’ meeting, and the unexpected guest at the centre
of it, has exercised our thoughts and provoked discussion.
It has made us look inside ourselves, at our actions and
reactions, and perhaps our values. We thought about the
uncomplicated simplicity of the young Breton’s lifestyle.
And we were reminded that welcoming a stranger can,
perhaps, challenge our interpretation of our belief that there
is that of God in everyone.
Sally Gillions

Photo Quiz - Where is it?

Photographs by Nigel Strachan
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Quaker Voice

April’s photo (above) was
taken on Shore Road,
Inverary

Trivia Corner No 126
by Ken Willis
1. Who was Elton John’s long time lyricist?
2. On which part of the human body is the
skin thinnest?
3. In which year was the General Strike?
4. Which eco-botanical endeavour was the
brain child of Tim Smit?
5. What is a watertight load bearing wall in a
ship’s hull called?
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Catholic Voice
Eastertide

Crime Reported For Church Stretton Police Area
1st March – 31st March 2014
Attempt burglary – Burway Road -1 crime
Theft from motor – Watling Street South- 2 crimes
Theft from store – Lion Meadow - 5 crimes
Criminal damage – Madeira Walk - crime
Public order – Beaumont Road - 3 Crimes
News
Computer Users Warned About Upsurge in Cyber Crime
Computer users across West Mercia are being urged to step
up their security to avoid joining the rising number of cyber
crime victims. More than 90% of the population use the
internet at least once a day. Individuals and businesses are
losing millions of pounds annually to online fraudsters as
incidents of cyber-crime continue to grow. Last year, there
were nearly 60,000 cyber-related fraud reports nationwide
with an average loss of over £3,000.
West Mercia Police, have made cyber-crime a top priority,
setting up a strategy group with local partners, including
councils, trading standards departments and education
authorities, to tackle key issues.
Basic security measures for all computer users, include:
• Download latest software and anti virus updates.
• Use complex passwords.
• Never download something if you don’t know its origin.
• Delete suspicious emails before opening.
• When buying online, check for the padlock to know it’s
secure.
The Home Office also has the ‘Cyber Street’ campaign
which was launched early 2014. The campaign aims to
make people more ‘streetwise and savvy’ in protecting their
online interests and transactions.
For more information, go to www.cyberstreetwise.com
PACT Public Surgeries
Mayfair Café Wednesday 7th May 2pm
Church Stretton Police Station Saturday 31st May 9-12am

M

W

e have had forty days of Lent (approx.)
and now we have forty days of Eastertide. Forty
was an important number for the Jews. They
spent forty years in the wilderness after escaping from Egypt
until they reached the Promised Land. Jesus spent forty
days in the desert to prepare for his public life Mk.1/12-15.
After his Resurrection from the dead it took some time
for his disciples to come to terms with the fact that Jesus,
their friend, whom they had seen dead, was alive. According
to the Gospels, he had to appear to them many times and in
many different ways before they came to terms with the fact
that he was truly alive.
Mark has him appearing to Mary of Magdala first, 16/9
and Matthew, 28/9, has him appear to the two Marys. Luke
has him joining the two disciples on the way to Emmaus
Lk.24/13-35. He opened up the scriptures for them of why
the Christ should suffer and so enter into glory. It was only
when they came to Emmaus and invited him to have a meal
with them that they recognised him in the breaking of bread.
Luke then tells of him appearing to the eleven showing them
his hands and feet. Naturally they were dumbfounded. So he
asked for something to eat and they offered him a piece of
grilled fish, which he ate before their eyes.
John gives the most comprehensive list of his
appearances. Firstly, to Mary of Magdala outside the tomb,
20/16, and then in v19, to the Apostles. The Apostle Thomas
was not with them and when told he refused to believe, v25.
Eight days later, Jesus again came through closed doors and
spoke to Thomas. “Put your finger here; look here are my
hands. Give me your hand, put it into my side. Doubt
no longer but believe.” Thomas replied, “My Lord and My
God.” Jesus said to him, “You believe because you can see me.
Happy are those who have not seen and yet believe”.
During these days of Eastertide, we his followers, who
have not seen and yet believe, celebrate his living presence with
us on our journey through life. As weak human beings we
are very much in need of his help as we seek to live out and
spread his message of love for all the people of the world.
Fr. Ambrose.

Recipe of the month - Rosemary’s Lemon Cake

y friend Rosemary served this beautiful cake to us at her coffee morning recently. It was such a success that all present
scoffed the lot! Rosemary gave me permission to share it with you all. It is so light and so easy to make.
Ingredients:6 oz soft margarine
8 oz self raising flour.		
6 oz caster sugar 		
1½ teasps baking powder
3 eggs				
3 tblspns milk
Grated rind of 1½ lemons
Topping:6 oz. caster sugar 		
Juice of 1½ lemons
Heat oven to 350F, 180C, gas mark 4 and grease tin 12” x 9” x 1½ deep. Put all the ingredients for the cake in a large
roomy bowl and beat well for about 2 minutes. Turn the mixture into the tin and smooth the top. Bake in the oven for 35
to 40 minutes until the cake has shrunk from sides of tin and springs back when pressed in the centre with fingertips. Mix
the lemon juice with the sugar and spoon it over the hot cake. This icing can be runny or like a paste depending on the
amount of juice you use. Leave in the tin to cool. I guarantee that once it is out of the tin it will not last long!!!
Thanks Rosemary, and for the pleasant morning.”
“Her Ladyship “
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Mayfair News
Goodbye Jackie and welcome to Dan
ackie Mantle, Mayfair’s IT co-ordinator, retired on 26th
March. Jackie has been a key part of the Mayfair team
for 13 years. During that time she has made a
huge contribution to the centre and community at large.
Working with an excellent team of volunteers she has helped
many to get to grips with the delights of new technology.
Organising numerous courses on a wide range of topics
and supporting many on a one-to-one basis through our
drop-ins. She has worked with individuals, community
groups and local businesses. She has secured funding that
not only benefited people locally but throughout Shropshire
and even into Hereford. She was responsible for Mayfair’s
internal IT systems, patiently sorting out problems and
supporting staff, as well as covering as Centre Manager for
the last few years. Needless to say we will really miss her!
When confronted with the idea of replacing Jackie, we
started talking to South Shropshire Housing Association
about a mutual interest in helping people get to grips with
IT so they can cope with the increasingly digital world
we live in. As a result we decided to jointly recruit an IT
co-ordinator, with the added benefit of the additional
support of their specialist IT team for Mayfair’s internal
computers and staff training needs. We are very excited
about this development and welcome Dan Sargent into the
post on the 7th April. I’d like to take this opportunity to
thank all the IT volunteers for their support over the years
and through this time of change.
Did you know, Mayfair has its own shop?
Located in reception, Mayfair’s shop is a bright colourful
space. On one side a huge array of second hand books
are displayed, and on the other side a myriad of newly
made craft items. Volunteers at Mayfair make a wonderful
array of pretty things for sale in the shop, these include
recycled greetings cards; donated fabrics are transformed
in to handbags, sewing ‘books’, table runners and more.
Shopping bags have hand quilted panels, pretty aprons, peg
bags, bags for bits and bobs – allsorts! Mayfair’s shop also
has a donated items section, where kind folk bring in their
unwanted things for Mayfair to sell. From china to watches,
marmalade to toiletries – all kinds of things are brought into
the shop each week for Mayfair to sell. Come and have a
browse in the Mayfair shop, stock is added to weekly!
May Fair Fund Raising News
The Mayfair Quiz on Saturday 15th March raised £215
and was enjoyed by all who came. Thanks to Ken, Ian
and Barbara for organising the event. The next quiz is on
Saturday 14th June so please note the date in your diary.
New teams are always welcome.
Malawi Talk Many thanks to Bill and Lynn Ross for all
the time and effort they put into preparing this talk which
over 60 people attended. It was an entertaining evening for
everyone and raised over £300 for Mayfair and for Bill ‘s
Charity, ‘Concern Universal’ based in Hereford. Thank you
too, to all the cooks who provided the food tasters and the
helpers on the night.
7th Annual May Fayre This will be held at the Centre on
Saturday 3rd May between 11am and 3pm.
There will be a variety of stalls including, books, bric-abrac, cakes, plants and preserves. The shop will be well

J
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stocked with a selection of beautifully handmade goods
and gifted items. The café will have a special May Fayre
Menu with a range of sandwiches, cakes and drinks.
Other attractions include the crowning of the May King
and Queen, children’s dancing groups and activities for
children, craft displays
and demonstrations.
The Strummers will
encourage us to ‘singa-long’ and there will
be an opportunity to
‘Have a Go’ at Maypole
Dancing which was
very popular last year.
The Grand Raffle,
which will be drawn
at the May Fayre, has
a first prize of £100.
Prizes are displayed
and tickets available
at Mayfair Reception.
No matter what the
Maypole Dancing
weather is doing you
will be warmly welcomed and able to browse in the dry.
Entry 50p. Children under 14 free.
Open House at Womerton Farm on Sunday 18th May
between 10 am and 4pm
Ruth and Tony Lawrence
have kindly offered to host
an ‘Open Day’ to raise
money for Mayfair. This
is a great opportunity to
visit the house featured
on the ‘100K House’
television programme last
year. Tickets are £2.50 in
advance, £3 on the door.
There will be a ‘Ring and
Ride’ service from Mayfair
which must be booked
by Friday 16th May. A
Womerton Farm
combined entrance and bus
journey ticket will be £5. Tea and cakes will be available at
Womerton Farm. Maps may be obtained from Mayfair for
driving or walking there.
New Look Book Sale
We end May with a bumper book sale to be held at the
URC hall on Friday 30th and Saturday 31st May between
10am and 4pm. There will be lots of price reductions and
also new stock that has been donated since the last sale.
Entrance 50p and refreshments will be available.
Have you the time or interest?
We would greatly value your time (only three meetings a
year) to help maintain the high standards of Mayfair and
look at its future direction. Since Mayfair was first opened
we have had a Management/Steering group. The role of this
group has been to represent the community we serve and
the users of Mayfair, to listen to the needs of the community
and respond where possible. The representative would be
Continued on Page 18
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Mayfair News - continued
proactive in gaining the views of the group/organisation
and giving them feedback from the meetings. The type of
groups we would see represented may be Arts & Crafts,
Therapists, GNCG, Churches Together Volunteers etc. We
can only achieve this by good communications, good links
to the Trustee board and evaluation of services and activities.
If you would be interested in representing an area of the
community or user group please let me know.
Many thanks, Sue Wood (Trustee & Chair of Steering Group)
May Dates
Saturday 3rd May – May Fayre at Mayfair, 11am – 3pm
Sunday 18th May - Open House at Womerton Farm, 10 am
and 4pm
Monday 26th May – Bank Holiday. Mayfair Closed.
Mayfair Meals always delivered on Bank Holidays.
Friday 30th and Saturday 31st May – Book Sale at the
URC, 10am – 4pm

Trivia Answers
1. Bernie Taupin
2. Eyelid
3. 1926
4. Eden Project
5. Bulkhead

Quiz
Ken Willis will run a Quiz on behalf of the RNLI in the
Church Stretton Club on Saturday 10th May, starting at
7.45 p.m.
Teams of 4 to 6 people. Cost £4 each, pay at the door.
There will be a raffle.
Drinks and snacks available at the bar.
Social Afternoon
3.00 p.m. on Wednesday 21st May
United Reformed Church Hall
This will be an informal meeting when Sharla Greenway,
one of our Committee and previously in the Merchant
Navy, will give us the latest RNLI news and show us a
RNLI video. After that we shall have tea and cakes and an
informal chat. Free admission but donations are always
welcome.
We shall be glad to see all local members of the RNLI, our
supporters and helpers and anyone else who is interested.
Richard M. Turner Jones
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Blues ‘n’ Roots Festival
Saturday 31st May, Rectory Field

Local businesses Wright Estate Agents and Newsworld
are main sponsors of the Church Stretton Blues ‘n’ Roots
Festival. Stuart Wright and John Vine each presented
cheques for £700 to the organiser John Chambers-Ross
(pictured here, wearing the cap!) along with blues singer,
‘Blues Boy’ Dan Owen.

March 2014
£100
£20

195		
219		

May 2014

£50
£10

556
429
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URC Voice
Love Life: Believe in Yourself: Hope in God
n my line of descent, we don’t have a coat
of arms with a Latin inscription. But if
we did I would like the translation of the
Latin to be – Love Life: Believe in Yourself and Hope in
God.
Life is the most amazing gift that Creation gives to
everything that is alive. Humans have developed this gift
to become self-consciously aware, and so to realise how
precious it is. If you love life, you will want to fulfil its
potential and enjoy its possibilities. You will therefore show
concern for and treat with respect, everything which fosters
that potential and creates those possibilities.
Loving life will present you with the challenge that
Kipling expressed in a poem to his son, urging him to live
life to the full and “fill the unforgiving minute with sixty
seconds’ worth of distance run.”
To do this effectively, you will need to believe in
yourself. Nobody knows yourself like you do. Only you can
find the motivation to do what needs to be done. Knowing
yourself, who you are and how you relate to others, is the
fundamental task that faces all people. But it’s a task that is
fraught with all kinds of dangers!
There are expectations of other people; and the
pressures of your culture and religion wanting you to
conform. There are those hidden persuaders within, which
have been called ‘the seven deadly sins’ (greed, lust, envy
etc) and there is always the possibility of self-deception,
which can get you into an awful mess. Life can get very
complicated! The solution is to be in touch with some
concept of a ‘better self ’. This will act as a guide, and serve
as a magnet to draw out all that is best in you.
Hoping in God is another possibility which will direct
you to the same end, and give you the inner resources to get
there. Not the kind of God that religions claim to know a
lot about, and usually describe in supernatural terms: I don’t
mean a Divine Being who lives in some remote heaven or
Valhalla or paradise or wherever it is.
The word ‘God’ is best understood as our word for
some mysterious, infinite reality, which underlies, interconnects and empowers all things: and yet can be thought of
as greater than the sum of the constituent parts: a Oneness
holding all things together, and so holding you at the same
time.
Donald Horsfield

I

Longmynd Adventure Camp

W

e are sure that readers will want to know that
Kim March is retiring as Officer and Trustee of
the Longmynd Adventure Camp, a charity he has
served since 2007.
Kim writes: “In 2007 I joined the Board of Trustees of
the Longmynd Adventure Camp – at the time the Camp
was in very poor physical shape, facing the prospect of
imminent closure. My fellow Trustees, having approved
a Recovery Plan, delegated me to fulfil it – with all major
decisions democratically approved by the Board over the
ensuing seven years.”
In this way the Camp’s major infrastructure has been
restored to physical good health; over £130,000 of capital
grants secured and successfully applied, a new low carbon
based economy introduced. Annual income has increased
by over 1000%, rental income by over 300% and the
centre has been converted to profit status via the adoption
of renewable energy technologies. Most important of all,
greater numbers of unfunded children than ever before
now enjoy a respite break thanks to the creation of two
dedicated restricted funds in 2011. The Recovery Plan
and its implementation went on to win two 2012 Morgan
Foundation Entrepreneur Awards including funding of
£12,500.
In late 2013, with recovery nearing completion, I
created a secondary plan addressing the remaining critical
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challenges. In early 2014 a now much enlarged Board of
Trustees expressed a strong preference to bring the era of
delegated authority to an end and collectively fulfil the
remaining challenges, albeit at a slower pace.
My rescue mission is therefore complete and the time
has arrived for me to hand over the much restored Charity
to a grateful Board of Trustees. I wish them every future
success and great joy to the many children yet to experience
the delights of the Camp. I also hope to provide my ‘rescue
and recovery’ skills elsewhere in the community service
sector.
Thank you for supporting the Longmynd Adventure
Camp during my Trusteeship - “you have helped save a
highly valued community asset from closure.”
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Swifts in the Strettons

S

wifts have declined
dramatically in recent
years (by about a
third since 1995). They are
iconic birds of our towns
and villages and welcome
harbingers of summer. At
least part of the reason
for this decline is the loss
of nesting locations in the nooks and crannies of
our buildings, due to tighter building construction,
renovation of old buildings and more energy efficient
design which does not take into account the needs of
these birds. Swifts have harmlessly shared our buildings
with us since Roman times and there are many ways
that we can include provision for Swifts and other birds
when we build new houses or renovate old ones. There

are several Swift groups working across the UK and
Europe to help conserve these birds and they are happy
to offer advice.

Here in Shropshire we are blessed with a relatively
plentiful Swift population compared to many other counties
and we want to keep it that way or improve on the record.
To this end, the Strettons Area Community Wildlife
Group intends to conduct a survey of Swift numbers and
breeding locations in our area during the coming summer.
This will involve looking for various types of evidence,
such as birds going to nests in the evening, young being
fed during the height of summer, display activities such
as ‘screaming parties’ and counts of numbers of Swifts in
favoured locations. The data we collect will be shared with
the Shropshire Ecological Data Network, the Shropshire
Ornithological Society and other appropriate organisations.
It will also be used by the Wildlife Group and others to
monitor planning applications and building activity in our
area. This year’s survey will provide a baseline for future
surveys to monitor trends.
If you would like to be involved in this project, please email
or phone us (see below for contact details). We will then
let you know when and where we are meeting and, on the
first evening, we will run through recording procedures. If
you are unable to join us on the first evening, we can make
alternative arrangements.
We really do need to know more about Swifts and their
habits to maintain the health of the local population, to
protect them, and to make sensible decisions about nest site
provision. And what could be better than taking an evening
stroll on a warm summer evening to contribute to this
important survey!
Even if you are not able to help with the surveying, we can
still use your knowledge. Do you know of places where
Swifts nest, where they display or just where you have seen
them in flight? If so, please let us know the locations, being
as specific as possible (see below for contact details). This
information will guide our fieldwork and help to ensure that
we record all breeding sites.
Peta Sams & John Arnfield
Contact details - email address: arnfield.2@osu.
edu or telephone (01694) 724 170.

National Award for Mayfair

M

ayfair is one of this year’s winners of a GSK
IMPACT Award. From over 400 charities
nationwide who applied to be part of GSK’s
flagship UK community investment programme, Mayfair
Community Centre is one of only ten winners and stood
out due to its community support schemes.
The GSK IMPACT Awards, run in partnership with
The King’s Fund and now in their seventeenth year, are seen
as a mark of achievement in the healthcare charity sector.
In addition to the £30,000 they receive in unrestricted
funding, winning organisations are able to access training,
development, and networking opportunities through a
dedicated programme organised by The King’s Fund.
Mayfair Community Centre will be recognised, along
with other award winners, at a ceremony to be held at
the Science Museum in London on Thursday 15th May.
An overall winner, who will receive a further £10,000 in
funding, will also be announced at the ceremony.
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Nicola McPherson, Chief Officer, said:
‘We are delighted to have received national recognition
for the work we do here at Mayfair. It is all thanks to the
commitment and dedication of our volunteers, trustees and
staff and the support we receive from our local community
as well as the many organisations we work with, from both
the voluntary and public sector. The award gives us a great
opportunity to learn from others working within the field
as well as the importance of a significant financial award –
which will be very helpful to our work’.
A judging panel of health and charity experts who chose
the winners includes broadcast journalist Fiona Phillips;
Professor Steve Field, Chief Inspector of Primary Care at
the Care Quality Commission; Gilly Green, Head of UK
Grants at Comic Relief; Sir Christopher Gent, Chair of
GSK, and Sir Chris Kelly, Chair of The King’s Fund.
Nicola McPherson
Mayfair Community Centre
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Church Stretton Stu
Protecting The Environment

A

few years ago in a science lesson we were studying the effects of fossil fuels on the
environment and we were told that current reserves of oil were estimated to probably
run out within our lifetime, and coal reserves would run out a few decades later.
Now I don’t know about you but I find that thought genuinely scary!
I’ve definitely been taking it for granted as I’ve been growing up. I don’t think I really
ever thought about how much power I was using (much to the horror of my parents) up
until then. It was just there and I thought it was unlimited.
Then I discovered how much damage burning fossil fuels was doing to the environment,
and that shocked me even more! The greenhouse effect, where the carbon dioxide is trapped
in the atmosphere is doing a lot more than just raising the temperature of the earth. The
temperature rising could melt the polar ice caps contributing to the rising of sea levels,
potentially flooding low lying countries like Bangladesh and the Maldives. The jet stream could
be moved off course. The weather could get worse all over the world, the higher the temperature of the sea the more likely are
tropical storms and cyclones. If the sea temperatures rise by even a few degrees all over the world, places previously unaffected
by tropical storms could now be affected. Water levels could drop in already drought prone countries like Ethiopia. Animals’ eco
systems could be destroyed, causing more species to become extinct and other animals to migrate from their current habitats.
So climate change really isn’t just about the polar ice caps melting and wiping out the polar bears.
As a generation we are extremely lucky, we have great lives, we have all the latest technologies, everything we could ever
really need is right there ready for us and we’ve become extremely accustomed to this life. Talking to my grandparents it’s
evident how much has changed even in a relatively small amount of time, my grandma even remembers getting her first
inside bathroom! But because we are so happy with all we have now, we’re all very reluctant to change things.
Most people are very aware of climate change and its potential effects. The media is full of it, but it’s hard for people to
imagine what they as individuals could possibly do. It seems like such a humongous task that everyone thinks it’s beyond
their reach, that their small contributions won’t be worth anything in the grand scheme of things. I for one am definitely
guilty of thinking this. If everyone made even a small contribution it could help change things drastically.
The environment is fundamental to human life, you might be sitting there at home wondering how on earth is
the flooding of low lying countries going to affect you? Actually a rise in sea levels is almost certain to affect you, not
necessarily through flooding but in other ways. For example the currents in the oceans bringing us our warmer weather
could be affected, some might even change route. The extremes of our weather system could change, cold winter weather
could get colder and warm summer weather could get warmer.
What will happen for future generations if we don’t act now? Our future children, grandchildren, great-grandchildren
even great great grandchildren will be the ones suffering.
Some of the damage already done to the environment is reversible, we can clean rivers, plant more trees to counter act
deforestation, but one thing we definitely cannot balance out is the pollution caused by burning fossil fuels.
I think a lot of us seem to have a positive attitude towards helping climate change but not the idea of using alternative
sources of energy. For example wind farms; I would say I know more people against them than I do for them but the only two
reasons I have ever heard against them is either the way they look or the sound they make. Absolutely no one should be against
what they do, making energy using the power of nature and delivering it straight into the national grid. I can understand
people disliking the way they look, the countryside might be slightly more picturesque without them but just think, what
would you rather have a wind farm on the hills or an oil-fired power station on your doorstep? No pollution and wind turbines
or pollution and an ugly power station? I bet now you’re thinking about it, wind farms don’t seem that bad at all.
Something really has to give if we want to help protect the planet for future generations. Surely our planet matters
more than having a nice view out of the window?
Start doing something now to help the environment and cut down on pollution, something little like recycling more
even if it means an extra trip to the recycling bank at co-op, remembering to turn off lights and not leave appliances on
stand-by, because really, every little thing will help.

Plans for the future
In September I’m going to be starting Sixth Form College in Shrewsbury, I’m not entirely sure what I’m going to
study yet but at the moment I’m thinking English Literature, History, Politics and Law. After my A-levels I hope to go
to university to study History because it’s by far my favourite subject. I’m not sure I really have any main plans for the
future yet, I change my mind on what I’d like to do hundreds of times a month and usually those goals are unrealistic. I
mean I watched James Bond and then somehow got it into my head for weeks that I was going to be a spy for MI6. At the
moment however I think I’d really like to become a history teacher or work for a fashion house or magazine.
Holly Davies

The Editors would like to express their thanks and appreciation to Alice and Holly for their contributions to Stretton Focus over t
interesting. Stretton Focus and Church Stretton School hope to repeat this venture again in the next school year, but Alice and Ho
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ton Student Journalists
The Little Switzerland

W

orking at the Stretton Focus over the past academic year has been a privilege. I have
thoroughly enjoyed writing as a Student Journalist, and it’s given me some valuable
experience. My personal aim was to change people’s minds about the youth of today,
and I hope that we will all decide to start spending more time with different generations to our
own, along with realising that we can all start to make a difference in our community when
we work together and learn from each other. As a way of thanks, I have collected some quotes
from people in Church Stretton. Here is a collection of memories from people of all ages,
whether they have lived here for their whole life or moved from a big inner city to this Little
Switzerland. There truly are lots of stories hidden within these beautiful hills; when we unveil
them, we realise how wonderful this town really is.
‘Church Stretton is a picturesque, lovely little village with a great school (it certainly was when I was there all those years
ago!). I have lots of happy childhood memories there.’ Emma, 39.
‘When I think of Church Stretton I instantly think of the beautiful Cardingmill Valley. A babbling brook, children
paddling and making dams, picnics with family and friends. Beautiful walks, a waterfall, stunning views and even a cosy
café. A wonderful day out on my doorstep.’ Johanna
‘I moved to Church Stretton when I was 13 years old. I really enjoyed the fact that everybody knew everyone else because I
did not experience that where I lived previously. I think sometimes that people don’t appreciate what Church Stretton has
to offer until they move out of the area.’ Helen, 49
‘I think not living in Church Stretton actually makes me appreciate how beautiful the town and surrounding landscape is. I
go there pretty much every day, whether for work or to see friends. Really, Stretton is where I grew up so I’ll always love it.’
Heather, 19.
‘I live in Shrewsbury and whenever I make the short journey to Church Stretton I always feel as though I’m away on
holiday. It’s just got that special something that say, ‘You can relax here and leave the serious stuff of life behind.’ I used to
think I’d like to live in Church Stretton – but then where would I go for my mini hols?’ Jenny, 69
‘A mini Narnia on my own doorstep. Lots to explore, taste, experience and treasure.’ Maxine, 54
‘Church Stretton is a really lovely place with beautiful views!’ Charlotte, 16
‘Church Stretton has been a great place to live and work, and especially to raise our children. Both the primary and
comprehensive schools are within easy walking distance, and just as importantly are the many clubs and extra-curricular
activities that each of our three children have participated in.’ Chris, 57
‘I love visiting Church Stretton because of the lovely quaint and unique shops there, as well as the homely village market
atmosphere the town has. Not forgetting, of course, the amazing backdrop it has of the Long Mynd!’ Kaye, 50
I think those quotes really do sum up how wonderful Church Stretton is. It is also interesting to see that a few people said
not living in Church Stretton has made them appreciate the town more. Is there actually a lot more to be valued here by
those of us who call it our home?

Plans for the future
As this is my last article, I thought I would tell you a little bit about what I hope to do in the future. I’m going to
Shrewsbury Sixth Form after leaving Church Stretton School to study Music, Spanish, English Language and Photography.
I then hope to go on to university to take a Music and English degree, as I want to teach in either music or English at sixth
form level. I also hope to continue playing in orchestras and being involved with youth groups in my Church. Whatever
happens, I think working with people is where I seem to be headed.
I would like to say a big thank-you to all of the team at the Stretton Focus; writing as a Student Journalist has been a
wonderful opportunity and a great experience!
Alice Morris

on Focus over the last few months. Their articles have been well-written, thoughtful, varied, refreshing and, last but not least,
t Alice and Holly will be a hard act to follow! We wish them every success for the future.
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Arts Festival News
An introduction to our guest artist

W

e are delighted that our guest artist at this year’s
Art, Crafts and Photography Exhibition is local
artist Rob Leckey who lives and works in Lyth
Hill. He has shown and sold his work at the exhibition for
the past three years and is very pleased to be a part of what
he describes as a friendly and welcoming festival. You may
have seen Rob’s vibrant work at the Liberty House Gallery
and Jemima’s Kitchen, Church Stretton, and at other
Shropshire galleries. Recent exhibitions include the Royal
Cambrian Open Exhibition in Conway. When I spoke
to Rob recently, he was preparing to show at the Royal
Birmingham Society of Artists. He makes use of collage and
acrylic paints and inks to produce his distinctive, beautifully
coloured pictures. He is fascinated by textures, colours and
atmosphere.
Since retiring six years ago from his role as a primary
school head teacher in Telford, Rob has devoted more time
and energy to his art, producing around thirty pieces of
work a year. His current project is a series inspired by visits
to Snowdonia. This work will be shown at the Festival
exhibition. Rob is often inspired by local subjects such as
Stokesay Castle and the South Shropshire hills, and by the
harbours and castles of North Wales. He says: “Art for me
has always been a thrilling exploration of my creative nature.
Each new painting represents an exciting and challenging
adventure”. More information about his work can be seen
at the festival website: www.strettonfestival.org.uk and on
Rob’s own website: www.robleckeyart.com
We were very pleased last year that so many new
craftspeople displayed their work in the extended craft
space at the exhibition. You may remember the life-size
wicker figure made by Much Wenlock artist Lynne Taylor.
She comments: “The exhibition provides an excellent

venue and opportunity for both the
exhibitor and visitor. Local artists can showcase their work,
and visitors have the chance to acquire a unique work of
art at an affordable price. The exhibition space is roomy
and thoughtfully laid out and the whole process, from
registering to collecting work at the end, is friendly and
accommodating”. We do hope that Lynne’s experience will
encourage yet more artists, craftspeople and photographers
to enter this year.
Artists will be able to sign up for the exhibition
on-line, or download a form from our website at www.
strettonfestival.org.uk, after mid-April. Forms will also be
available from the Church Stretton Tourist Information
Centre, Barbara’s Framing on Beaumont Road and
Scrappies on Lutwyche Road.
Please join Rob Leckey and many of the other artists,
craftspeople and photographers at the official opening of the
exhibition at Church Stretton School on Monday 28th July
at 7.30pm: £2 entry to include a glass of wine or fruit juice.
Following the successful extended dates last year, there will
again be an extra day to visit the exhibition. From Tuesday
29th July, the exhibition is open daily from 11am to 6pm,
7.30pm on days when there is an Arts Festival performance
in the school hall. The last day to view and buy the exhibits
on show is Saturday 9th August, but don’t leave it too late to
buy an original piece of art!
For further information, contact Joan Arnfield, the
Exhibition Organiser, at joanarnfield@hotmail.com or on
01694 724170. For more information about the Festival,
please visit the website or call Gloria Carter on 01694
724106.
Sue Hockaday, Exhibition Volunteer

Anglican Voice
Forgive?

Y

ou’ve just got to forgive, that’s what I say”, said my
friend at a lunch recently. In communities across our
land people can have long memories. It is said of two
villages well to the south of here that they still do not speak
to each other because of what happened in the Civil War!
Because we live in a world where nobody is perfect, it is
inevitable that all of us at some stage are going to be hurt or
treated badly.
Sometimes these situations get worse when people are
misquoted or facts get distorted with ‘Chinese whispers’. My
sympathies go with those who try to practice Jesus’ teachings
of going to the person privately to seek to sort it out, not to
play to the public gallery – in my experience most genuinely
hurt people generally keep it to themselves and seek to
forgive. Why let somebody else dominate your life in that
way?!
Some say, “If I forgive, am I not saying that what
happened does not matter?” The events of Easter have
reminded us that Jesus offered forgiveness as He was tortured
on the cross, whilst suffering horrendous pain, injustice,

Stretton Focus

May 2014 mag.indd 17

May 2014

humiliation and rejection. He told us to do the same, but
also offered His Spirit to come and live in us to help us to
do that. But the fact that it cost Him all that it did to bear
all our wrongs shows how much wrongdoing does matter.
We can forgive on the basis that His death shows what was
done against us does matter. Obviously any legal processes
need to take place but on a personal level we can forgive,
knowing that He, who knows all the facts, will sort it out
one day.
Whilst many find it hard to believe in Jesus’ ascension,
though the rest of the eye witness record has stood up
extremely well, it does mean that Jesus, the one known for
forgiveness will actually be the judge of all these things, that
the sacrifice He made for all wrongs has been paid, whether
they were done by us or to us. We are therefore called to live
under grace, that is to say receiving forgiveness as a free gift,
won for us by Jesus, and extending that to others. Would
that not make for a healthier society?
Richard Hill
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SUPPORT IS
GATHERING
MOMENTUM

O

ur exciting programme of events is developing
nicely. At the time of writing we have about thirty
activities and traders to form the medieval village
on Rectory Field, and with the possibility of more to be
added between now and June.
The Heritage Lottery Fund has helped local schools
further develop their programme of medieval workshops
that will provide music and dance programmes for our
event.
On Friday 20th June there will be music and merriment
in the form of a medieval banquet to be held in Silvester
Horne Institute starting at 7:30pm. Tickets £25 to include a
glass of mead on arrival and evening entertainment provided
by Merrie Noyse. For more information please contact Mike
Walker 01694 720132 or email fontenay1@btinternet.com

A banquet
On Saturday 21st June celebrations will begin with
a procession up Sandford Avenue and along the High
Street to the Square. There’ll be dragons, minstrels, singers,
children in medieval costumes and hopefully some of
their parents. A formal declaration will be announced in
the Square accompanied by a Mummers Play and Morris
Dancers. Following this there’ll be judging of two medieval
dress competitions for under and over 11 year old children
Local traders are entering into the spirit of this
community event and you will see some of them with street
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Merrie Noyse
stalls in parts of the town centre that are closed to traffic.
Here are just a few of the attractions you will be able to
see from 10:00am to 5:00 pm on Saturday & Sunday 21st
& 22nd June:
A circus workshop for the children
Bowmen of Caradoc – have a go archery
Shoot a live knight – no injuries over 20 years
Ale House – provided by Kings Arms, Joules & Woods
Breweries
Maypole dancing by local children
Puppet theatre and friendly flying dragons
Les Miles des Marches doing battle with Conquest
Morris Dancing on the square
Bouncy castle – medieval of course
Jousting for children – child safe inflatable lances
Ferret racing
Merrie Noyse Minstrels
Variety of all-day catering stalls
On Saturday evening there will be a Ceilidh with music
by the Compost Band playing in Rectory Field starting at
7:15pm admission from 6:45pm.
We want this to be a memorable weekend of celebration
for the community and would welcome more volunteers to
become involved so that together we can make it a funpacked experience. There are a variety of tasks you could
help us with ranging from fitting wristbands at the gate to
costume making. We want as many as possible to come to
the event in medieval dress, which can either be hired or
bought cheaply on e-bay.
Or why not visit the following websites and make your
own?
http://www.ehow.co.uk/list_6185699_medieval-fairclothing-ideas-children.html
http://www.ehow.co.uk/how_8547079_make-medievalclothing-kids.htm
Volunteering is a great way to become involved and get
the most out of the weekend so why not find out more by
contacting Alan Hyatt on 01694 723737 or email hyatthp@
talk21.com. All volunteers will be offered free refreshments
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and through local schools. Tickets will be exchanged for
wristbands on admission.
Adult Weekend Ticket £7 (£8*) Child Weekend Ticket
(under 14) £4 (£5*)
Family Weekend Ticket (2 adults & up to 4 children)
£25 (£30*)
Day Tickets on the gate: Adult £5 Child (under 14) £3
Family Ticket £15 – no concessions
Ceilidh Tickets: Adult £4 (£5*) Child (under 14) £3
gate only. (*indicates gate prices)

Falconry - static and flying displays
in the Scout Hut and free entry to the Fair throughout the
weekend.
Tickets will be on sale after 1st May at Burway
Books, Newsworld, Stuart Wright, Town Council office

Dorrington Players
‘Funny Money’

E

ver had the luck to
find more money than
you know what to do
with? What about the plans
you might make, the dreams
you could realise? The next
Dorrington Players’ production ‘Funny Money’ by Ray
Cooney, presents this very problem to a mild mannered
and slightly stuck-in-a-rut Henry Perkins. After accidently
picking up the wrong briefcase Henry finds himself the
new keeper of a vast amount of undoubtedly illicit cash
and, on deciding to keep it, must contend with the series of
outrageous events that develop. From quiet businessman he
ends up being pursued by the police, becomes involved in
altercations with a cab driver, considers wife swapping and
even makes preparations to emigrate as his own brother in
law.
This hilarious play won deserved plaudits when first
performed in London theatres nearly 20 years ago so if
you want a really good laugh then come to see our Spring
production on 29th May, 30th or 31st, at 7:30pm in the
Silvester Horne Institute. In a time of financial restraint just
take a while to be entertained, relax, laugh and join in the
dreams of a man who has the opportunity to live life as it
should be lived. A familiar cast of talented players are joined
by a couple of new faces and a good time is guaranteed.
Tickets will be available from John Thomas and Burway
Books from mid-May, as well as online through www.
skiddle.com. Please visit our website www.dorringtonplayers.
wordpress.com for details on this and other events, and if
you have any interest in joining in, whether on stage or just
helping, we are always happy to welcome new faces; call Sue
Jones on 07880 912805 or email: dorringtonplayers@gmail.
com
John Avery
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Focus on Faith
Be Cool – Truck Timber

A

mong the earliest religious activities that we know
about are those concerning the weather and the
seasons. Even today we hear prayers asking for
weather which suits human activity, whether that is harvest,
fertility, or good skiing. In the Bible the weather often takes
a hand, notably the story of Noah and the flood. How that
must have resonated with some people earlier this year.
Noah’s flood was initiated by God seeking to punish
a society which was ignoring him. Noah needed plenty of
time to build his ark – just acquiring and getting the timber
transported must have been a major task. The residents of
the Somerset Levels had no such preparation time. It can be
argued that they were let down by society which promised
them an ark but failed to deliver.
Fingers are also pointed at global warming - climate
change driven by human activity. There are of course
deniers, including some well-known politicians. The weight
of scientific evidence points the other way but it sometimes
looks as though eminence outweighs evidence. Noah did
not have that problem.
We seem to be able to affect the weather through
decades of collective action while at the same time we
cannot affect it as individuals. Changing the way we heated
and powered homes and factories in the 1950s and 1960s
got rid of the smog in our cities so it is clear that individual
interventions have value if they are part of a collective
activity.
The idea that weather and faith have no relationship is
generally accepted today. But it is worth asking if there is
anything in our relationship with the weather which tells us
something spiritual? Ancient peoples used to think so and, if
there isn’t, why do we still pray for kinder weather.
The spiritual part of this relationship is about humility.
Cruel weather may be a reality but it is also a metaphor
for the many challenges our faith faces. We must find the
spiritual strength to recognise and address the really big
issues affecting life. We must approach our future with
humility, that is the lesson from our faith; because with
humility lies the route to benefiting all human life. Like
Noah we need to take the time to truck timber.
Roger Wilson

T

he South Shropshire Local Group of
the RSPB has a programme of talks
and walks throughout 2014.
Talks (including refreshments) are £1 to
Local Group Members and £3 to Visitors.
Walks are 50p to Local Group Members
and £2 to Visitors

Coming up:
17th May – Wildlife walk at Devil’s Spittleful Nature
Reserve, Bewdley. 10.00am Meet in car park off A456 to
east of River Severn (SO 796 744)
Half or full day walk. Bring a picnic. Leader: Chris
Bateman 01584-878362
Evening talks will resume in September.
For further information visit our website
www.rspbsouthshropshire.co.uk
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Gardening in May

B

efore I overlook it, mentioning a very necessary
caution; it is in regard to putting out tender
stock which has been carefully over-wintered in a
greenhouse or conservatory and young plants and seedlings
which you have raised or purchased during recent mild
weather. You must be prepared to protect against damaging
frost. The most convenient cover is fleece and for larger
items, bubble wrap.
There is plenty to do this month. Forsythia has given a
great show. After flowering cut back this wood to encourage
new growth for next spring. This applies to many spring
flowering shrubs.
The soil should be suitable for sowing many vegetables
such as carrots, lettuce, beetroot, spinach and peas. If you
have room for more sweetpeas, they can follow the young
plants which may have been planted from much earlier
sowings.
Unfortunately the garden pests will soon arrive so keep
a look out for aphids, they will be attracted onto rose buds.
If dealt with speedily, it will prevent them establishing and
spoiling young growth. Look out also for any caterpillars on
gooseberry growth, they might be larvae of the gooseberry
sawfly which can rapidly defoliate many of the soft fruit
bushes.
Our programme of club outings is now under way.
These are very popular so book your place as soon as
possible. Our May outings are – Friday 9th May to Malvern
Show and Friday 30th May to Bryan’s Ground at Presteigne.
Ron Dapling
Church Stretton & District Gardening Club

Flicks in the Sticks

Church Stretton
Captain Phillips (12A) Monday 12th May
Tom Hanks is the captain in this exciting thriller. The story
of the American cargo ship, MV Maersk Alabama, attacked
and hijacked by Somali pirates: carried out for the first time
on an American cargo ship in two hundred years.
Church Stretton School. Doors open at 7pm for a
7.30pm showing. Entry £4 and £2. Refreshments available,
before and at the interval. Comfortable seating, new
improved sound quality and easy car parking at the School,
as usual. Enquiries to Eric Brown on 01694 724330.
Hope Bowdler
Philomena (12) Wednesday 14th May at 7.00pm in
Hope Bowdler Village Hall. This award-winning film is
recommended by everyone who has seen it. It stars Judi
Dench and Steve Coogan, as the journalist Martin Sixsmith.
It is based on a true story of a world-weary political
journalist who picks up a story on a woman’s search for her
son, who was taken away from her decades ago after she
became pregnant and was forced to live in a convent. Their
search will take them to the United States and force them to
confront deeply-buried secrets from the past.
This evening will be a ticketed event as we will be
serving supper during the interval. (Please bring your own
drinks and note the earlier start time.) There will an ‘Irish’
Raffle and tickets are £10 for the evening available from Eve
Dapling on 01694 723648
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Stretton Climate Care News
Electric Cars

B

y the time this item is
printed we are hopeful Church Stretton will be the
first town in the county to have a publically accessible
electric car charging point. After many months of sometimes
tricky negotiation between the Town Council, Shropshire
Unitary Authority and the Co-op, (who are kindly providing
the electricity), the order has been placed. With a grant from
Plug in Midlands and some additional finance from Stretton
Climate Care who have masterminded the project, two
designated charging places should be available in the car park
beside the Co-op by the end of April. Nationally, the use of
electric cars is increasing and Church Stretton is a convenient
stopping place half way down the A49 for E.V. owners to
stop, recharge and spend a while sampling the delights of our
town.
Duck Day
Saturday the 17th May is our 7th Annual Duck Racing
day at Carding Mill Valley. This is a great family event that
the kids (and adults) love. At only 50p per duck per race,
it is fun you can afford. Course inspection at 10.30am and
races approximately every half hour from 11.00am until
4.00pm. Prizes every race.
Switching Energy Suppliers
Many folk are still on an old energy contract which is
costing more than necessary. Switching to a cheaper supplier
is simple. On Tuesday 13th May in the Mayfair Café from
2.30pm, volunteers from Stretton Climate Care will be on
hand to show you how simple the switching process can be
and what savings could be made. Drop in to see us and bring
a years’ worth of past electricity and gas bills so we can work
out exactly how much you could save. We will be there every
second Tuesday.
Free Home Energy checkup
We continue to provide our completely free home
energy check. Looking at how you use heating, lighting,
home appliances and travel, we can often identify ways
to help you reduce your energy costs. Over the past five
years we have done hundreds of these free checks and on
average householders have reduced their carbon emissions
by some 14% - this also means saving money. Request cards
are available in the Town Council office book a visit on
line: www.strettonclimatecare.org.uk or ring us on 07528
493181.
Gardening – Enjoyment and Sustainability
As I walk and cycle around the Strettons, I am amazed
by some of the gardens I see. We really do have some lovely
and productive gardens, and clearly have some very good
gardeners. Wouldn’t it be great if we could have a better look
at all this quality, and perhaps also share ideas and expertise?
Stretton Climate Care would like to organise an Open
Gardens Day in the summer of 2015, with any profits going
to Mayfair. If you are interested in this project, and would
like to know more, please contact me, David Howard on
01694 722904, or by email on davidandtrish@hotmail.co.uk.
If this goes well, it could become a regular feature in the
life of our community.
Jon Cooke,
Publicity Officer Stretton Climate Care
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Community
Award Scheme
off to a Flying
Start

W

hat do the Dorrington Players, Camera Club, the
proposed ‘Wellbeing Centre’, Scrappies, the Local
History Group, CS Community Group, Tuesday
Day Centre, Strettons Swing Band and the Railway Society,
amongst others, all have in common? They have all received
monetary awards from the Stretton Focus Community
Award Scheme.
The Scheme was launched in the October 2013 issue
of Stretton Focus with a view to making awards of between
£50 and £1,000. By the end of January Focus had received
fourteen applications and made eleven awards ranging in
value between £200 and £400 each and totalling £3,291.49
over the 4 month period.
The funding for the Awards comes from the
accumulation of the small annual trading surplus Stretton
Focus makes in most years, thanks to the articles contributed
by generous authors and the patronage of its readers and
advertisers. However, a surplus is only possible by keeping
costs to an absolute minimum and thanks to the magazine
staff being unpaid volunteers, the only significant cost
is printing. Also some readers may not know that, as a
private company limited by guarantee, Focus does not have
shareholders, so the surplus does not get paid out to any
individuals. Instead, in keeping with the magazine’s ethos,
the Scheme was created to support the community through
monetary awards to deserving individuals, causes and
organisations.
An Awards Group assesses applications and makes
awards within the terms of the Scheme rules. The Scheme is
administered in accordance with laid down procedures.
Applications have been received for a wide variety
of purposes from individuals, clubs, societies and
organisations. Awards are made with the common theme
being that in addition to the applicant demonstrating the
need, the community must gain by some means. This
includes the support of an individual who has a need that
cannot reasonably be provided by the established services or
from their own resources.
Although not mandatory, successful applicants are
encouraged to write a brief article for Stretton Focus
concerning their award.
If you are interested in applying for an award, or know
someone who might benefit from one, then Application
Forms may be obtained by request to:
awards@strettonfocus.org.uk or a printed version may be
obtained from Mayfair.
The Awards Group
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CS Community First Responders

‘Wind in the Willows’

Community First Responder (CFR)is part of a group
of volunteers who are trained by the ambulance
service. They don’t get any funding by the service but
they do provide them with a kit bag and equipment worth
around £1,500. They also get travel allowance for the car
and tax exemption but have to pay for any servicing and
insurance. Everything else is funded by donations which are
always welcome. The idea of a CFR is to serve their local
community so that they are there with those in need before
the official ambulance arrives to take over the care of the
patient. The type of call they go to can be anything from
a fall, chest pains or cardiac arrest: whatever needs a quick
arrival on scene.
All Stretton Drama Society made a donation of £115
(proceeds from refreshments) to the Community First
Responders, a volunteer organisation that provides such an
invaluable service to all of us in this wonderful community.

lease note a change in the dates for Church Stretton
schools’ latest drama production.
Staff and students are hard at work rehearsing for
their forthcoming production of Alan Bennett’s adaptation
of Kenneth Grahame’s ‘Wind in the Willows’. This
adaptation which is true to the original and yet carries the
distinctive Bennett hallmark will be performed in the school
theatre over three nights on 18th, 19th, and 20th June at
7.30 pm.

A

P

This classic riverside tale tells the adventures of Toad of
Toad Hall, a colourful character whose reckless obsession
with motor cars can only lead to disaster! A comical script
and a talented cast of actors, dancers and musicians combine
to promise an entertaining evening and a treat for all.
Contact the school office for further information.
Susan Fletcher
Librarian, Church Stretton School
ASADS Donation to Tracey Prosser

WI News
Church Stretton WI Update

T

he successful March Winter Warmer lunch made
a profit for WI funds. President Wendy Davies
thanked those who contributed the delicious soups
and puddings and those who came to enjoy them. Caradoc
Group Convener Anne Ashworth has introduced a scheme to
encourage WIs in the group to meet more often. Smethcote
WI is inviting members to its meeting at Leebotwood Village
Hall on 9th April where Margaret Crew’s talk will be ‘My
Journey Through Krygystan’ with Operation Christmas
Child. Church Stretton will be taking its turn in July. Our
Birthday Party on 15th April will be a ‘Mad Hatter’s Tea
Party’ at the Copper Kettle Tea Rooms, Leebotwood.
Later in the year Susan Lees and puppy Solar will be
coming to one of our meetings as part of Solar’s Guide Dog
training programme. The speaker for the evening was Rachel
Read from the Royal National College for the Blind in
Hereford.
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What an inspirational place this must be. Students are
accepted from the age of 16 up to 65, the only college in
the country to offer courses to such a wide age range. The
courses too are wide and varied, offering academic and
vocational qualifications and vitally important independence
training skills. Rachel showed us some of the ingenious
gadgets which assist students to live independent lives - the
bleeper which indicates when there is sufficient liquid in a
cup and different shaped buttons to identify clothing. One
of the latest projects is for the provision of 3D printers to
produce objects students can learn about by touch. When
students enter the college they are encouraged to ‘forget the
condition, just be a person with a ‘can do’ attitude.’ Rachel
invited us to visit the college to see the amazing work that
goes on there and we hope to do that in the future.
Tuesday 13th May is the next meeting, 7.15pm at the
SHI. Be prepared to get involved when Annette and John
Christophers present ‘Fun with Clay!’
Judith Randell
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Rotary News
Church Stretton Rotary Club donates
nearly £600 to help end polio

P

olio is a paralysing and
sometimes fatal illness and
in the past it has been the
world’s greatest cause of disability.
Since making a pledge in
1985 to eradicate polio, Rotary
International in partnership with
health agencies has brought the number of cases down by
99 percent. Church Stretton Rotary has played its part by
donating funds and is currently making a donation of nearly
£600. At the beginning of the campaign in 1985 there were
350,000 new cases every year, but by 2011 the number
had dropped to just over 1000. This last relatively small
number must now be wiped out by immunisation to make
sure no child falls prey to this crippling disease The cost of
vaccine is a mere 25 pence per child. India is now polio free,
and just three countries remain endemic with the virus Nigeria, Afghanistan and Pakistan. A considerable problem
is that polio knows no borders and carriers can move from
one country to another. The virus can therefore reappear
in previously polio free countries, which is why complete
eradication is vitally necessary. It has been estimated that
more than 10 million children could be paralysed in the
next 40 years if eradication is not complete.
Rotarians hope to advance world understanding,
goodwill, and peace through the improvement of health,
and the alleviation of poverty. Church Stretton Rotary raises
money locally for its causes, and in the last year has raised
over £7600. Rotary is always looking for new members,
and your skills and support could be invaluable in our drive
to help communities at home and abroad. Whether you
would like to become a member or volunteer your time and
abilities, you will be helping to make people’s lives better.
We like to think we are friendly and welcoming, and if you
would like to know more about our meetings or events
please get in touch.
Contact President Malcolm Liebrecht 01694 723035 or
George Roby 01694 722159

Diary for May 2014
at Church Stretton library
1st May-Local & Family History Session 1 to 4 pm
Let our history volunteers guide you in your local and
family history research. There is free internet access to
Ancestry at your library
6th May- Rhyme time 10.30 to 11 am
Fun, songs and rhymes for children under 3 years
7th May-Reading Group 2 to 3 pm
Discussion of last month’s book, all welcome
8th May-Local & Family History Session 1 to 4 pm
Let our history volunteers guide you in your local and
family history research. There is free internet access to
Ancestry at your library
9th May-Volunteer Outreach Session 10-12 noon
Information for organisations that use volunteers and for
people who would like to volunteer locally
13th May-Rhyme time 10.30 to 11am
Fun, songs and rhymes for children under 3 years
Time to Listen 11am to 12 noon
A book time for adults. Come along to relax and enjoy
readings and poems spoken aloud. The theme this month is
‘Music’
15th May-Local & Family History Session 1 to 4 pm
Let our history volunteers guide you in your local and
family history research. There is free internet access to
Ancestry at your library
20th May-Rhyme time 10.30 to 11am
Fun, songs and rhymes for children under 3 years
21st May-An evening with Priscilla Masters 7 pm
The author will be reading from her new book
‘The Devil’s Chair’
22nd May-Local & Family History Session 1 to 4 pm
Let our history volunteers guide you in your local and
family history research. There is free internet access to
Ancestry at your library
27th May-Rhyme time 10.30 to 11 am
Fun, songs and rhymes for children under 3 years
29th May-Local & Family History Session 1 to 4 pm
Let our history volunteers guide you in your local and
family history research. There is free internet access to
Ancestry at your library

‘Pride of Place’ Volunteers
Sweepers/Litterpickers

T

he 20 volunteers are continuing with their monthly
Sunday morning sweeps and litter picks during 2014
and would like to thank Chris Bland at the Acorn
Wholefood Cafe, Diane Chadwick at Jemima’s Kitchen, HF
Holidays at the Longmynd Hotel and Alan Garner of Secret
Hills Walking Holidays for generously sponsoring the cost
of breakfasts for the group during the year. If anyone would
like to join the ‘Litterpickers’ on a Sunday morning please
ring Trevor on 01694 724268 for further information.

Station Gardeners

The seven volunteers continue to maintain the station
gardens, which give such a good impression of the town to
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people arriving by train. They meet on a Monday morning
for a couple of hours (weather permitting). If anyone
would like to join the ‘Station Gardeners’ please ring Paul
on 01694 723022 for further information. No specialist
knowledge is required, just enthusiasm. We would also
like to thank the Church Stretton and District Rail Users
Association for their donation of £50, which will be put
towards additional plants for the gardens.
Trevor Halsey
Pride of Place Team
Church Stretton Area Tourism Group
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Scrappies News
Craft Club
Scrappies host a bi-weekly adults craft
club on Wednesday 6pm - 8pm: a great
opportunity to come to Scrappies and learn new craft skills.
Only £3 per session. See our website for more details.
Recycling
Scrappies is currently involved in several recycling
schemes and competitions. We are particularly looking for
sweet biscuit wrappers, used pens, baby wipes packaging,
used ink cartridges, jumble (wearable clothes, belts, bags
and shoes), old mobile phones and old laptops. We are
also collecting unwanted tools for Tools for Self Reliance, a
great charity that refurbishes tools and sends to Africa. Any
tools not suitable are sold locally and the money raised put
towards shipping costs.
Medieval Fair
Scrappies has lots of materials perfect for making your
medieval costumes ready for the Stretton 1214 Medieval
Fair. Whether it be home-made fancy dress or materials for
helping dress your shop window, come and have a look in
store.

South Shropshire Ramblers

T

he South Shropshire Group of the Ramblers are
holding six walks in May, three short walks and
four longer ones. I hope you can join us. We are a
friendly group and welcome all newcomers to enjoy walking
in the beautiful countryside. Walking boots are advised
and wet wear, together with a bite to eat and a drink. Only
Registered Assistance Dogs are allowed. Please speak to the
leader for information about car sharing and if there are
adverse weather conditions.
May 4th- Sue Jones (01588 672437)- leads from Craven
Arms Discovery Centre at 10.30 am for an 8 mile walk along
the Onny Trail to Wart Hill and Hopesay Common. Grid
Reference 436 825. Explorer Map 217.
May 11th- John and Jayne Grant (01584 873094)- lead
from Ludlow, where you can park and meet at Ludlow
Assembly Rooms at 10.00 am, for a 10.5 mile walk, taking a
bus to Leintwardine and walking back via the Hereford Trail
and Shropshire Way. G.R. 510 746 Map 203.
May 11th-Claire Cox (01694 722754)- leads from Church
Stretton Railway Station- A49 side, at 10.30 am, for a 4.5
mile walk in the fine countryside around All Stretton. G.R.
456 936 Map 217.
May 18th- Pam Farquhar (01584 873887)- leads a 4.75
mile walk, from Old Quarry entrance, east of A4110, at
10.30 am, along paths, tracks and woodland. Some steep
climbs. Great views. G.R. 426 658 Map 203.
Wed May 21st- Gillian Mortimer(01584 877017 - at 7.00
pm, leads a 2 hour walk from Charlton Arms, Ludlow, for a
social walk followed by a drink. Map 203.
May 25th- Denise Thompson (01584 875017)- leads an
11 mile walk at 10.00 am, from The Green, Leintwardine.
G.R. 405 739. Map 203.
We look forward to seeing you.
Joy Nisbet - Chair, South Shropshire Ramblers
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Stretton & Shropshire
Cancer Care
May meeting – Dealing with Reality

T

he May meeting of Stretton & Shropshire Cancer
Care, Monday 12th May at 2.30pm in the Jubilee
Room at Mayfair, will be looking at the realities of
getting the NHS to respond to patient and carer needs.
Delayed test results, finding a second opinion, deferred
consultant appointments, poor information, lack of
co-ordination between departments and services, are all
realities in cancer care. Every one of these can be upsetting
and worrying at a time of stress but too often we put up
with them. We have all gained some experience of getting
round the bureaucratic and often senseless barriers put in
our way and this is our opportunity to share what we have
done.
Marie Weeks will lead the discussion and we invite
everyone who has found that they could push things on
in a constructive way to come and share their experience.
Among things we know will come up, but are not the
usual advice given to patients, are: finding the consultant’s
secretary’s phone number; looking for independent
information sources; not being afraid to complain, and
just sitting there until you get your questions answered.
Roger Wilson

Feeling Lonely?

W

ould you like to make more
friends?
If so, why not come along to
the Tuesday Club at URC Hall from 10.30am
to approximately 2.45pm?
The day begins when Ring and Ride picks up
members around town.
On arrival at the hall we are greeted by volunteers
who help us from the bus and settle us into our chairs.
We are immediately served a hot drink and biscuits and
if the weather is cold, hot water bottles are provided.
Next we play board games until about 12.00 when
an inexpensive two-course meal is served. When the meal
is over there is always some kind of entertainment, and
finally, a hot drink and scones are served.
May I pay tribute to the Lady Volunteers. I have
never met with such kindness; nothing is too much
trouble for any of them.
Finally, I must tell you that there are about six
gentlemen members at present.
Further information can be obtained from:
Pauline 01694 724191 and Zena 01694 723564.

Happy Centenary to
Church Stretton Railway
Station!
May 2014
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United Nations Association
Shropshire Branch (Church
Stretton)
www.unashropshire.org.uk

Whatever Next?

T

he United Nations marked the turn of the
century by listing eight Millennium Development
Goals. The fifteen year aim was to achieve
specific improvement in such areas as extreme poverty,
gender equality, primary education, child mortality and
environmental sustainability.
Progress toward the goals has been made: the proportion
of people in extreme poverty (under $1.5 per day) is
less than half the 1990 figure. The lives of two hundred
million slum dwellers have improved; millions of lives
have been saved by fighting HIV/AIDS and malaria.
Targets have been met for improved access to safe drinking
water, and universal primary education is within sight.
However, progress has been uneven around the world and
many people are being left behind, missing out on such
improvements. Disparities between men and women,
between the richest and the poorest and between urban and
rural areas remain at a concerning level.
Thought is now being given to what should happen
after 2015. Each new goal must be measurable and
achievable by 2030. Ban Ki-moon, UN Secretary General,
is being advised by a High-Level Panel of Eminent Persons
and ideas are being widely researched. A symposium of
articles called ‘Leaving No One Behind’ has been issued
by UNA-UK in order to stimulate grass roots ideas. This
formed the basis of the discussion at the bi-monthly UNA
meeting in Church Stretton on 14th March
During the discussion the following points were made.
Stronger Goals: The new goals after 2015 should be more
extended and deeper e.g. the goal of primary education
for all should be upgraded to include lower secondary
education.
Economic Explosion: The dangers of a fast growing
economy can bring hardship to many, as in China.
Population Growth: Rapid rise in numbers can result
in population size outstripping economics. Kinshasa
(Democratic Republic of Congo) was cited as an example
where the population had tripled to three million. If no
steps are taken it will be thirty million by 2030.
Corporate Imperialism: Concern was expressed about a
report that the UK Government has pledged financial aid
to the G8’s New Alliance for Food Security and Nutrition.
This will make it easier for large multinational companies
to buy up land in developing countries and to control
seed markets. One person present had experience of such
exploitation in Brazil where ‘the rich are getting richer and
the poor are getting poorer’.
Weak Governance: It was stated that ‘where governance is
not strong, human rights suffer’.
Armaments: Money needed for development is funnelled
into weapons of war.
Land Use: When considering expansion, the type of land
must be considered so that land suitable for growing food
may be prioritised.
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Development Aid: Much aid is on a twelve year basis
and can be inflexible. Aid agencies are sometimes in
competition but there is potential for integration.
United Nations: The UN, in particular the Security
Council, is seen to be in need of restructuring.
Public Awareness: There is an opportunity for United
Nations Association (headquarters, branches, regions and
individuals) to inform the community about development
goals. Civil society can counteract short-termism and the
‘CNN effect’ when politicians are constrained to pander to
a media-led public.
Ruth Davies
The next discussion meeting will be on Friday 9th May
from 10.30am to 12. Non-members are very welcome
but, because we meet in a private house, you are asked to
ring 01694 724171 to be told the venue. The discussion
will be led by Richard Acland, very recently retired from
a senior post in the UN refugee agency.

Stretton Choral Society

I

am sure that you have bought your tickets by now, but
there is still time to book your date for the choir’s Spring
Concert on Saturday 10th May, at 7.30pm in Church
Stretton School theatre. They will be performing J.S.Bach’s
Magnificat and Haydn’s Harmoniemesse.
Due to unforeseen circumstances our tenor soloist is
unable to be with us, but we look forward to welcoming Ed
Harrisson, another newcomer to the Strettons in his place.
A few tickets still remain and can be purchased at John
Thomas-florist and Burway Books-priced at £10.
For more information please contact Pam Cole on
01694 723604
Pam Cole
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Church Stretton Cricket Development
Cricket’s future

C

ricket being played in Church Stretton can be
traced as far back as 1863 in the Shrewsbury
archives. After 151 years of history, the oldest
sport in our community could be entering a new phase.
During the winter months, a considerable amount of
discussion amongst players, leaders and cricket supporters
has culminated in a brand new development action plan for
Church Stretton Cricket Club. What is different is the way
this plan has evolved under the leadership of Club Captain,
Peter Lee. The plan has included individual consultations
with players of a wide range of experience and age,
involvement of the Shropshire Cricket Board, observations
by members of the local cricket-loving community and two
whole club development workshops under Peter’s leadership
with all members invited to have their say.

The Captain
Peter Lee commands enormous respect as a cricketer
in the local community. Having played for the Club
since he was a boy, Peter has served cricket and Club in
many capacities for 36 years. His cricketing friends need
no encouragement to praise his skill as a batsman. It is
generally acknowledged amongst Club members that
Peter has resisted the temptation of offers to join more
fashionable and successful cricket clubs and that he has
stayed loyal to Church Stretton through good times and
not-so-good times. His willingness to ‘muck-in’ on any
aspect of cricketing need for the Club is legendary amongst
the cricketing fraternity. However, both Peter and senior
Club members know that Peter has the longer-term future
of the Club at heart and a potential successor for most of
his many roles will soon become a priority – hence the club
development plan.
Help at hand
A recent new dimension of club development is the
advice and practical help of the Shropshire Cricket Board.
Chris Dirkin, Head of Community and Cricket Strategy,
has been invited to work with the Club on preparing
and delivering a development plan. Practical advice and
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tangible support has been forthcoming from Chris on
player development and facilities – including the playing
surface, surrounding features and sports pavilion in Russells
Meadow. Chris’s experience and network of contacts on
all aspects of cricket has been much appreciated. Chris, an
ex-player in the county, has been a key person in helping
over 40 individual cricket clubs in Shropshire to improve
standards. Great rivals Bishops Castle are featured on the
SCB website as a latest example of good practice. The
accompanying picture illustrates junior cricketers benefiting
from a SCB coaching scheme.
Community Spirit
Goodwill for any Club is a sought-after and also a hard
won asset of any sporting club. With the Club’s approval,
10 ex-players and cricket-lovers who live in our community,
but are not in membership, were consulted for a personal
perspective of cricket in Church Stretton. The response was
ultra positive for a need to see the Club develop and play
a more prominent role in a cricket-loving environment. A
stack of practical suggestions was forthcoming and hopes
were expressed that leaders in the Club would take note and
act in the best interests of game and community. The Club
is the first to admit that communications with the wider
community and also amongst players, could be improved
for everyone’s benefit.
Hopes
Already, Shropshire League matches against Calverhall
and Wheaton Aston have been played. The new cricket
season is now underway and is always regarded by players
and supporters of the game alike as a time of hope and
celebration. The weather plays such an important part of
the game of cricket whether a batsman, bowler, fielder,
umpire or supporter. Let us hope for a brilliant and sunny
summer with cricketers thrashing boundaries, shattering
wickets and swooping to take diving catches in a truly
English country setting. The culture of cricket can lift the
spirit and bring something special to wherever the game is
played – particularly in Church Stretton.
Man on the boundary
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Stretton Samurai Striding Forwards

A

s Church Stretton’s new rugby club draws the
curtains on its first season, they can look back fondly
on the last 12 months as well as looking forward to
the future with relish. The Stretton Samurai have enjoyed
success on the field and built up a strong following and
reputation off it.
The club played only friendlies in its inaugural season,
but did enough to secure affiliation with the RFU and
secure its place in a regional league next season. Overall,
more than half their games were won this season, including
a five match winning streak in September and October.
Over the last few months, the Samurai have tested
themselves against some stronger teams, including Telford
1sts, and have put in some great performances. They have
crossed the whitewash in every game, and have kept a clean
sheet on a couple of occasions, with a 62-0 victory over
Whitchurch 3rds being their biggest win.
The team pride itself on a strong, resilient defence and

has become a very difficult team to beat. On the other
hand, it has also shown some brilliant attacking flair and
have scored some superb tries. In the recent months,it has

recruited a handful of new players to add strength in depth,
but the club is still looking for new players of all abilities,
age and gender to join.
After only a couple of months in existence, the Samurai
were able to form an under 17’s team, who have performed
fantastically over the course of the season. After some great
performances in the league and cup, they came agonisingly
close to securing a place in the Midlands final of the
National Cup. However, they had another shot at silverware
in the North Midlands Plate final, which had not yet been
played at the time of writing, fingers crossed they won!
The club would like to thank all the fans who have
supported them this season, and to its sponsors for their
financial backing: Shropshire Building Supplies, Three Tuns
Brewery, Housmans Bar, Greenhous, Britpart, The White
House, Blazing Bikes, The Station Inn and The Church
Stretton District Club.
If you would like to get involved with the club in any
way, please contact: martynlonghurst@hotmail.com or
press.strettonsamurai@yahoo.co.uk
Finally, you can ‘like’ the club on Facebook at
Church Stretton Samurai RFC and follow on Twitter @
strettonsamurai for all the latest updates over the next
season.
Jack Titley

Health and Wellbeing Centre update

T

hank you to everyone for your fantastic support for the
proposal to develop the next door clinic into a Health
and Wellbeing Centre. The 500+ pledges you all made
come to over £116,000 and shows a huge commitment to
the project which has been noted by our funders and other
stakeholders.
We have had a few hiccups over the last few months but
we are back on track. As you will know we discovered at the
end of last year Shropshire Community Health Trust (SCHT)
could not sell us the building as originally envisaged. This
is due to the new regulations following the re-organisation
of the NHS last year, which does not allow SCHT to sell
a building if they wish to continue operating from it. And
as you know this is a key part of the new facility. The most
practical solution to this dilemma is for Mayfair to lease the
building directly from the SCHT under similar arrangements
to that discussed with South Shropshire Housing Association.
We are delighted that SCHT is keen to work with us on this
and negotiations are well underway.
At the same time we are still firming up agreements with
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organisations that will use the space when it is converted.
At our previous meetings you made it clear that the Mayfair
should only progress with the project if it was financially
viable, as set out in our business plan.
The Roy Fletcher Trust are continuing to support the
project to the tune of £500,000; this together with the appeal
funds and some additional money to be secured by grants will
pay for the refurbishment of the centre, furniture and other
related costs. However, they need to see the Project commence
and have given us a deadline to work to. So it is all systems go
trying to pull everything together.
Once again we would like to thank everyone who has
pledged funds for this scheme. We will not be calling for
pledges to be brought in till May but if for any reason you
wish to hand yours in before please do so. All cheques are
to be made to Strettons Mayfair Trust but please make sure
that you mark it clearly for the Appeal and give us your name
and contact details so we can relate it to your original pledge.
Many thanks
Nicola and Bob
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Rectory Wood and Field Public Meeting

O

n Monday 24th March, 102 people attended a
public meeting at the Silvester Horne Institute
that was held to start a discussion about the future
management of Rectory Wood and Field.
Speakers were: Councillor Lee Chapman (Shropshire
Councillor for Church Stretton and Craven Arms), Lesley
Mcintyre (Chair of Rectory Wood and Field Interest
Group), Edward Andrews (Shropshire Council Officer
responsible for managing Rectory Wood and Field), Trevor
Johnson (Voluntary Warden of Rectory Wood and Field),
Peter Carty (National Trust) and Councillor Michael Walker
(Church Stretton Town Council).
Shropshire Council currently manages Rectory Wood
and Field but is hoping to find a more sustainable way of
funding the site, possibly involving another organisation
getting more involved with the management. Attendees
were asked to comment on a number of questions about
the site and its future management. A detailed analysis
is currently being undertaken of the feedback from this
consultation.
If you would like to be added to the mailing list to
receive the results, please contact Edward Andrews on

edward.andrews@shropshire.gov.uk or 01746 781192.
Leaflets will also be distributed around Church Stretton to
give people further opportunity to comment on the issues
raised.
A series of guided walks will be held on site over the
summer, each with a different theme:
Tuesday 13th May (6.30-8.30pm) Wildlife
Tuesday 17th June (2-4pm) History
Tuesday 8th July (6.30-8.30pm) Access and Activities
For all the guided walks, please meet at the entrance to
Rectory Field next to the Scout Hut.
There will be another public meeting in September to
review the consultation process and start to put together
some more detailed options about the future management
of the site.
Edward Andrews MSc.
Parks and Countryside Sites Officer,
Severn Valley and the South, Outdoor Recreation Service
Shropshire Council
01746 781192
07990 085352 Please note this is a new mobile number

John Thomas Tribute

M

rs Cath Thomas wishes to acknowledge and thank
the people of Church Stretton for their generous
donations, which have been donated to the
Neuromuscular Centre in Winsford where John attended.
Cath and John’s family presented the cheque to NMC’s
Chief Executive, Matthew Lanham on 19th March.

Please extend our thanks to all who have contributed in
his memory of John. It takes over £800,000 a year for NMC
to provide the unique specialist services of treatment and
support and employment for young people and adults with
muscular dystrophy, their families and carers.
The NMC is the UK’s only charity, and only Centre,
supporting people with muscular dystrophy, so it is vital
that we keep going. Thank you so much for helping to do
just that.”

In his letter of acknowledgement, Matthew Lanham
writes, “Few people command such widespread love and
respect as John and I know that it is a huge source of
pride that the total donation received in his memory is a
magnificent £3,320.
Such a large sum makes a real and tangible difference.
It enables the NMC to support over 750 people who, like
John, live with the relentless and progressive muscle wasting
condition, muscular dystrophy. We are proud to have
known John and been able to provide help in the form of
specialist therapy treatment and support. He helped us a
lot too; sharing his experiences and through the inspiration
others drew from his approach to life
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Colin’s Comment

S

pring sunshine, a copy of The Times and a pint of
Guiness combined to give this old hack a feeling of
contentment as he watched the world go by from a
seat outside the Green Dragon, Little Stretton. While I no
longer buy a newspaper on a daily basis, I enjoy a Saturday
edition as a snap shot of what’s going on in the world, but
on this occasion felt a sense of foreboding from the start.
A full-colour slab across Page 1 urged me to consult
a ‘Glossy recipe pullout’ as, complete with a picture of a
gigantic dripping cheeseburger it screamed ‘Eat! Are you a
dirty foodie? Yes, it’s OK to use your hands.’
Reassured that I would not offend the food fashionistas
should I decide to manhandle a bacon sandwich, I took
comfort from the page one lead that announced ‘Banks
must give fraud victims their money back’, including a lady
who had £10,000 stolen from her account.
Her bank had suggested the lady’s fiance was
responsible, ‘relenting only when police arrested one of
its own employees for fraud’, and insisting that the victim
signed a confidentiality agreement before crediting her
account.
But there was little comfort to be had from a story on
page two, which revealed that ‘tens of thousands’ of hospital
patients are being moved every year ‘while they should be
asleep’.
A master of understatement, the medical director of
NHS England, Sir Bruce Keogh, said: “These transfers are
likely to be distressing”, and urged those in authority to
follow “good practice” by “ensuring that such moves are
properly explained.”
As anyone who has spent any time in hospital knows
only too well, getting a decent night’s sleep is impossible,
without being wheeled around while staff engage in what
The Times described as ‘an increasingly desperate search for
beds’.

On the other hand, if sleep is an unknown luxury, a
trip around the hospital corridors in the middle of the night
could be viewed as an acceptable alternative to counting
sheep.
Onwards and inwards, to Page 4, where the Bishop of
Buckingham urged his fellow brothers in God to ‘come
out’ as the Marriage (Same Sex Couples) Act came into
legal being at midnight – which prompted a couple to
become husband and husband at 12.01am at a ceremony at
Islington Town Hall, North London.
The Bishop felt that clergy should be allowed to bless
civil partnerships, and was quoted as saying: “I’ve blessed
lots of things. I once blessed a bucket of cement in India”.
Solid support indeed.
There was, of course, a great deal more in my copy
of ‘The Thunderer’. Foreign news, travel, finance, sport,
education, book, film, radio and TV reviews, leaders and
‘celeb’ gossip – an example that British journalism is at least
alive, if not well, being still ‘bugged’ by its self-inflicted sins.
(A GCHQ listener tries for a date: ‘You’re free next
Friday – how about dinner?’)
When next taking a pint in the sun, I may well be
reading ‘The Invention of News: How the World Came to
Know About Itself ’ by Andrew Pettegree (Yale University
Press).
The Literary Review magazine tells me that Lord Chief
Justice John Holt (1642 – 1710) maintained that criticism
of the government was criminal because “…it is very
necessary for all governments that the people should have a
good opinion of it”. Absolutely, old boy.
But before I can become too smug, the author
concludes: “The press is never more eloquent, self-righteous
and clamorous in the defence of liberty than when its own
economic interests are concerned”.
Colin Osborne

Library News

L

et the volunteers at Church Stretton
Library help you! Our Local and Family
History volunteers can advise you on
how to progress your researches. You can access
‘Ancestry.library’ free at the library using our
Public Network Computers. The volunteers
have an advice session at the library every
Thursday 1-4pm.
Our Home Library Service volunteers can
visit any local residents that find it difficult to
get to the library. The service is also available to
carers that find it difficult to leave their homes
due to their caring responsibilities.
Our Rhymetime volunteers welcome
children less than three years of age to join
them for fun, songs, rhymes and puppets.
Rhymetime is every Tuesday morning, 10.3011am.
For further information on any of these services please
contact Church Stretton Library on 01694 722535 or email
churchstretton.library@shropshire.go.uk
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Come and spend an evening
with Priscilla Masters
Priscilla Masters, celebrated
author of crime and mystery
novels, is coming to Church
Stretton Library on 21st May,
from 7pm. She will be here
to launch her new book ‘The
Devil’s Chair’, which is set on
the Long Mynd and features
her characters Martha Gunn, a
Shropshire coroner, and DI Alex
Randall.
Tickets cost £3.00, which
includes refreshments. To find
out more please contact Church
Stretton Library on

01694 722535 or email
churchstretton.library@shropshire.gov.uk

Jenny Robinson

45

17/04/2014 12:00

St Laurence’s Slimbridge Trip
Saturday 17th May
he church has
organised a coach
trip - open to all.
But what and where is
Slimbridge? It’s shorthand
for a large semi-natural
reserve next to the Severn
and run by the WWT
(Wildlife & Wetlands
Trust), situated SW of
Gloucester, just a couple
of hours’ drive down the
M5. Near their Visitors
Centre, there are ducks and
geese aplenty; but there
are also other birds, plus
frogs, otters, and more something for all ages, and
not only for bird-watchers
and enthusiasts. For more
enticing details see the
website – www.wwt.org.uk/
Slimbridge Visitors Centre. Photographed by Adrian Pingstone in July 2007 and released to the
Slimbridge
To book: By early April, public domain.
‘What a wonderful world’ we live in. So the day after
about 20 St Laurence people had booked; and publicity
enjoying Slimbridge, Sunday 18th May will continue
had just gone to the Primary School . Our pricing
the Church’s special ‘Environmental’ weekend. Both
arrangements have been swung to encourage families; so
our 9.30am and 11.05am services will appreciate our
while it’s £18 for any adults, it’s only £2 for anyone up to
enjoyment of this unique natural world – the only one
16 years. That includes everything, including admission
we’ve got; how do we care for it imaginatively, and how do
charge plus a one hour introductory talk by the staff –but
we use it? Georgina Cockerill (linked with ‘A Rocha’) will
not your food! Then the day will be entirely yours to enjoy
be our visiting speaker for the 11.05 service; she will also
– on your own, or with your friends. Your only uncertainty
stay on for the ‘bring your own’ lunch, when there will be
(apart from rain or sunshine) is whether there’ll still be any
opportunity for more input and for questions. Again, people
seats left. Ring Tim Oakley on 724225 to get more details.
of any age are warmly welcome.
Tim Oakley
Welcome!

T

Prestigious Award for Shropshire Care Provider

B

luebird Care-Shropshire was named best care
business of 2014 at a glittering 1920’s themed
award ceremony in Shrewsbury last month. The
Bayston Hill based company, which has been running
for 5 years, covers the Church Stretton, Oswestry and
Much Wenlock areas and employs 75 people.
The awards were presented by Baronesss Tanni GreyThompson OBE. Bluebird supervisor Kirsty Old was
named Domiciliary Carer of the year and carer Hope Fox
was a finalist in the Dementia Carer of the year category.
The company is also expanding into the provision
of care for children, and people with learning
difficulties. Director Mr Barnes stressed continuing
efforts to deliver a highly professional service; in
addition to taking on new staff at all levels over the last
12 months the company operates it’s own ‘Centre of
Excelllence’ and has recently launched a ‘Care-4-Me
at Home’ scheme, liasing with the Mayfair Centre in
Church Stretton.
Mr Barnes said how very honoured everybody in the
company was to be recognised for all their hard work.
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The Bluebird team at the Shropshire Partners in Care awards
at the Lord Hill Hotel in Shrewsbury
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Paul E. Stephens
Property Consultants Chartered Surveyors
RICS Homebuyer Surveys
Valuations
Planning and development
WOODNALL, ALL STRETTON, SHROPSHIRE SY6 6JP

Phone: 07837 322172/01694 723891
Fax: 01694 723741
Email: paul@woodnall.co.uk

BRIDGEWOOD CRAFTS
Carpentry and Joinery
Door hanging • Architrave and skirting
Fencing • Sheds • Guttering • Decking
Bespoke hand carved house signs
Bespoke furniture
Competitive prices
Work carried out by local craftsman
Tel: 07891 904220

01694 722285

The ULTIMATE
Sunday Lunch now
being served at

The Longmynd Hotel

A choice of Traditional Home Reared Meats and Unlimited
Selection of Locally Produced Seasonal Vegetables
As an alternative, we also offer both a Fish and Vegetarian Option
2 courses - £14.95
3 courses - £ 19.95
Lunch served between 12 and 3
Book now to avoid disappointment.
Great Service, Fantastic Food, Stunning Views
Telephone: 01694 722244

Pilates in the Strettons

Strengthen, lengthen, bend and unfold with

Ruth Thompson 07860 255400
Body Control Pilates Teacher & Physiotherapist
Private Consultations or Small Groups

Stretton
Stretton Focus
Focus
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