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What’s Still On and Group Closures
in the Strettons in May
If you wish to make contact with societies and groups, please see the list in the yellow pages
The following is the latest information at
the time of going to press, regarding the
suspension of meetings/events in the light
of Covid-19. Please check websites where
appropriate to get updates. Events that are
continuing in some form are listed first:

Every Friday:

Christian Meditation
Experience the ancient practice of Christian
Meditation in a small group.
Normal venue is URC Church Vestry, but
currently online only (Zoom).
Please contact John Dennison 722599
2 for 2.15pm start

Every Week:

National Theatre at Home
National Theatre has announced the
launch of National Theatre At Home, an
initiative designed to allow audiences to
continue to see filmed live theatre.
Titles are free to stream and are available
for one week via the NT’s Facebook and
YouTube channels.
https://www.nationaltheatre.org.uk/
nt-at-home
Amnesty International Group
Meeting
Meetings are cancelled for the time
being but for any information ring
Barbara Parnell 01694 720040 or email
csamnesty@outlook.com
www.amnesty.org.uk/groups/churchstretton/about
CS Bridge Club
Closed until further notice. Please check
the website for information:
www.bridgewebs.com/churchstretton
CS Library
Activities suspended until further notice.
This affects the following regular What’s On
listings:
• Ancient Greek Study Group
• Latin Study Group
• Local and Family History Session

Stretton Focus
Website

• Mayfair Time to Listen
• Reading Group
• Rhyme Time
• Sit and Knit
• Winter Talks
• Writers Groups
Please check website for information:
www.shropshire.gov.uk/libraries/find-alibrary/church-stretton-library/
CS Teme Leisure Centre
Closed until further notice.
This affects What’s On listings:
• Badminton for All
• Japanese Taiko Drumming
• Strettons Table Tennis Group
• Three Touch Walking Football
Please check website for updates:
www.teme-leisure.co.uk
CS Town Council
The office is closed but the Council can be
contacted on 722113 or email reception@
churchstretton-tc.gov.uk
The Council is updating information
continuously on its website:
www.churchstretton-tc.gov.uk
There is also information on local food
delivery: www.churchstretton-tc.gov.uk/
covid-19/local/
Flicks in the Sticks
Arts Alive has cancelled all Flicks in the
Sticks events until the end of August. This
includes: Acton Scott, All Stretton, Church
Stretton School and Hope Bowdler. Please
check website: www.artsalive.co.uk/
Hope Bowdler Handbell Ringers
Cancelled until further notice.
Contact: Ruth Jenkins: 724919
Knit and Natter at Berry’s
Our friendly knitting group will resume
when Berry’s reopens.
Information from Liz: 07971 289273
Ley Gardens
Community events suspended until further
notice. This includes:
• Joy Yoga/Joy Yoga Flow
• Knit and Natter
• Thursday Lunch Club

www.strettonfocus.co.uk
Stretton Focus
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Long Mynd Camera Club
Autumn Programme planned from
September 2020. In the meantime, check
the website for online activities:
www.longmyndcameraclub.co.uk
Marches Independent Photography
(MIP)
Check website for future meetings:
mip.photium.com
Mayfair/Health & Wellbeing Centre
Closed to the general public until further
notice. This affects What’s On listings:
• Breathing Space
• Care and Share Group/Beacon
• Community Advice Surgery
• CS Country Market
• CS Marmaladies WI
• DEEP Dementia Social Group
• Hard of Hearing & Tinnitus Group
• Interdenominational Communion
Service
• Parkinson’s UK - CS Support Group
• Quiz Nights with Ken Willis
• Shropshire Wildlife Trust
• Stretton Cancer Support Group
• Stretton Climate Care Energy Advice
• Stretton Community Singers
• Stretton Traidcraft
• Stroke Support Group
• UNA Discussion Group
Please check website for updates:
www.mayfaircentre.org.uk/
Please see main ‘Mayfair News’ article for
services that Mayfair is still able to provide:
support via telephone, meal deliveries etc.
Parish Centre, St Laurence’s
Closed until further notice for any purpose
except for the Food Bank.
This affects What’s On listings:
• C.A.M.E.O. meetings
• Messy Church
• Mothers’ Union meetings
• Southern Cross Line Dance Class
• U3A Singing for Pleasure Group
Do check the website for updates and
weekly activities for the family:
www.strettonparish.org.uk

Continued overleaf...
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What’s Still On / Group Closures continued
National Trust
NT houses, gardens, parks, cafes, shops,
etc are all closed until further notice. This
of course includes Carding Mill Valley car
parks. Please do not travel here. Website:
www.nationaltrust.org.uk/carding-millvalley-and-the-long-mynd
RSPB South Shropshire Local Group
Activities suspended until at least 1st
September. Please check website:
www.rspbsouthshropshire.co.uk
Scrappies
Look out for our reopening updates on our
Facebook or website pages
Email: info@scrappies.org
Web: www.scrappies.org

SHI/Friday Night at the Horne
The SHI is closed to the public until further
notice. An Autumn programme of events
is being prepared. Check the website for
updates:
www.silvesterhorneevents.co.uk
This also affects What’s On regulars:
CS Ballroom & Sequence Dance Club
Yoga with David Hedge

Stretton Climate Care Energy Advice
All planned events have been cancelled
but we can be reached by phone on 07528
493181 or by email:
info@strettonclimatecare.org.uk

Stretton Cancer Care Support
Group
Meetings regretfully cancelled until further
notice. However committee members are
very willing to listen and offer support.
Contact numbers:
Lesley McIntyre 01694 723427
Roger Wilson 01694 722123

URC/URC Hall
Closed until further notice.
This affects What’s On listings:
• CS Area Local History Group
• Engaging Issues Talks
• Quiz Nights with Ken Willis
• Stretton Choral Society
• Tuesday Club
• U3A General meetings
• Yoga with David Hedge
Note: the Garden remains open

Strettons’ Classical Music Group
Talks
No meeting in May and the group does not
meet in June/July/Aug
Contact: 724578

Tuesday Club
Closed until further notice.
Contact: Joy: 723687

For the latest community updates,
consider subscribing to Scrappies’
free community messaging service:
communitymessaging@scrappies.org

Church Stretton Shopping and Meal Deliveries
Details correct at time of printing, but are subject to
change, sometimes without notice. For further details please
contact the individual business.
For the latest community updates, consider subscribing
to Scrappies’ free community messaging service:
communitymessaging@scrappies.org

Shopping

Newsworld/ Mr Bun the Baker / Hough’s butchers /Co-op
A weekly order taken via Newsworld (01694 722120) that
incorporates these shops, they will also collect prescriptions,
delivery is free.
Entertaining Elephants – 01694 723922
Telephone orders or by email on a Monday, delivery available
but limited, entertainingelephants2020@gmail. com.
Van Doesburg’s – 01694 722867
Telephone orders taken each Monday and Friday – free
delivery, also on these days. Minimum order £20, usual stock,
plus frozen ready meals and cheeses.
Vindicus shopping delivery –
07848 911270 / 07588 959745
Orders taken from individual shops in Church Stretton /
Meole Brace, M&S and Boots only – there is a delivery charge.
Family Shopper – 01694 722661
Limited delivery at present which is a cash-only option.
J R Thomas – 01694 722194
Free delivery available (afternoon), pet supplies and bird food.
Indoor and outdoor plants including bedding plants within the
Strettons free of charge.
Funeral flowers only delivered to CS and CA undertakers –
limited choices of flowers available.

4
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Co-op – 01694 723690
Limited delivery at present, customers encouraged to order
approximately 25 products but be aware that often favoured
brands aren’t always in stock (particularly jams/spreads and
cereals).
Bikold – 01584 877866
Free deliveries on Tuesdays and Fridays, has bulk dried and
chilled products (including frozen) but also sourcing smaller
ones. Orders approx. £50 if possible.
Hough and Sons – 01694 722386
Free meat delivery, order a day ahead, no minimum order and
wide delivery area but be discerning with this. On delivery day
you will be contacted to pay by card over the telephone.
Oak Apple Catering/Cheese Nibbles – 01694 731305
Email: enquiries@oakapplecatering.co.uk or order through
website www.cheesenibbles.co.uk. Fruit or Veg box for £10
each or a mixed box for £15 should be enough for 1-2 people
for a week. Delivery usually 2-3 days after order.
Shepherd Hills – 01588 673812
Bread and cakes – no market stall, delivery on Thursday.
Burway Books – 01694-723388
Email ros.ephraim@btconnect.com
Shop closed to the public to protect staff with health
conditions, but a member of staff will be there Monday –
Saturday to take orders by telephone or email. Will deliver
books locally or post them free of charge. If you wish to come
to the shop to collect someone will hand your books to you
at the door. Payment in advance appreciated in order to keep
contact to a minimum.
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Church Stretton Market

Fruit and vegetables:
Billy and Michelle Simmons – 07773 580818
Open for business on the car park opposite the Co-op. Please
observe social distancing rules.
Fish:
Paul and Samantha Owen – 07456 221662
You will be required to join the queue, keeping strict distances
and then, one by one, approach, select and purchase your fish
from the fish van. Payment will be by cash, so you must wear
gloves and put cash in an envelope.

Gardening and Hardware

Newsworld-Sandford Hardware – 01694 722120
Mynd DIY – 01694 724427
Open 9am – 1pm, free delivery within the area.
Rushmere Nurseries – 01746 780267
(Alec from the market) is planning to deliver bedding plants
from around the middle of April.

Meal deliveries

The Station, Marshbrook – 01694 781208
Weekly delivery on a Friday (free), order to be in by 2pm
Thursday (day before) Menu varies weekly but will always
have individual portioned chilli/pie/lasagne/vegetarian option/
cottage pie for £4.50 approx. Family size meals also available
and varied prices. Food is packaged with instructions for
reheating and cooking and all suitable for freezing.

The Yew Tree, All Stretton – 01694 328953
Free delivery from 5pm – varied menu, all meals £7 and
Sunday lunch £9.95 (if there is interest, they will provide a
cooked breakfast on a Saturday morning).
Berry’s Coffee House – 01694 724452
Saturday only – afternoon tea – cash on delivery, cheese and
ham sandwiches £4, cream tea £6.
Bucks Head – 01694 328238
13.00 – 19.00 daily, free delivery within a 4 mile radius. Greek
menu, varied prices.
Housmans – 07779 792543
Thursday – Saturday 5.30 – 7.30 pm – order by 4.30 pm,
Sunday 12 – 2 pm, order by 11am. Various main meals or
sharing/grazing dishes at £6.95 each, roast dinner available on
Sunday. NB Please order early to avoid disappointment!
Flamingo Café – 01694 724747
17.00 – 20.00 minimum order £15.
Oak Apple Catering – 01694 731305
Ready meals, prepared and with detailed cooking instructions
£4.50 per portion.
Email enquiries@oakapplecatering. co.uk
Website: www.oakapplecatering.co.uk
Netley Hall, Dorrington – 01743 718339
Email: theclocktower@netleyhall.com; operating 7 days a week,
2 course meal £10, 3 courses £15.00. Free delivery within 10
miles. www.clocktoweratnetley.com/takeaway

In the Line of Duty, Care, and Kindness by One and All

F

irstly, as a Director of Focus I personally thank
my fellow directors, management team of editors,
production and distribution staff, and also our
printers (WPG) for the fantastic team effort of getting the
Focus printed and distributed by mail.
As some of our readers
may know I am a renal
patient on dialysis at the
Royal Shrewsbury Hospital,
and have been for the past
four years. In fact, there
are several renal patients
living within the Church
Stretton area having dialysis
treatment, and one person
has now completed 18
years.
So, during the
coronavirus period, I have
had to attend the Renal
Unit three times a week for
my treatment and really
appreciate the care and
tremendous service shown
to me during these very difficult times.
There has been very little said in the Government
broadcasts on kidney disease and dialysis, for which many
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thousands of people in the UK have to attend a renal unit
during the coronavirus pandemic. Indeed, this is the case
with millions of patients throughout the world, as well as
many thousands on home dialysis.
The unit I attend is very well controlled and sterilised,
being self-contained within
the hospital grounds, and
with a special supervised
area for patients with
COVID-19.
There have been many
stories of care, neighbourly
help and the excellent work
and service by all sectors of
the NHS during these past
months, which I feel has
brought the nation together
and encouraged ordinary
people to be kind and
generous.
In Church Stretton
in particular, fabulous
work is done by the local
shopkeepers, the market
traders, and the Town Council, not forgetting all those
untold people helping in such a neighbourly way.
Tom Beaumont
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Church Stretton Races

I

am an avid collector of all things ‘Church Stretton’
during my 45 years of trading as an antique dealer
in the town. One of the many items I have in my
possession is this rare Church Stretton Races Programme.

in its teeth and then dropped it back to the ground, where
it lay motionless. The pony sniffed the lamb again while
the ewe watched anxiously, but didn’t dare to intervene.
The pony once again picked up the lamb and dropped it,
at which point the lamb staggered to its feet and started to
move towards the ewe! After a couple of moments, the pony
lost interest and all seemed well with the ewe and her lamb.
I wonder if any of your readers have either seen a similar
experience or have an explanation for this wonderful and
remarkable scene?
Sandra Whitlock
Church Stretton High Street
irstly, may I thank all the people and organisations in
the Strettons who have come together to support the
vulnerable in these unprecedented times, including
the Focus team who are continuing to publish.
Secondly, may I correct Christine Williams’
understanding of the High Street pavement debate some ten
years ago that led to Shropshire Council’s decision not to
agree or fund any change.
In the space of only ten days 1,160 people signed a
petition for ‘No Change’, while 75% of businesses displayed
‘No Change’ posters. All the then Thursday market traders
said they would be unlikely to continue coming if the changes
were implemented, and in neither of two consultations was
there a majority vote for any scheme proposed.
Lynwen Gott

F

I

It is in rather a battered state but it is, after all, 128 years
old! I thought your readers may be interested to see it and
in particular some of the race names and the fact that the
horses and ponies had to go promptly to The Bucks Head
to be measured! More importantly can any of your readers
provide any further information about the races – where
were they held etc.? I would be most interested to hear.
Thank you.
Lesley Forbes
On the Mynd
wonder whether your readers would be interested in
a remarkable scene that I witnessed on Tuesday 24th
March, the first day of the lockdown.
It was a beautiful Spring morning and I decided to walk
my dog up The Pike and then over to the Batch Valley. At
the top of the Pike we paused for a few moments to enjoy
the view and observed a group of six ponies, roughly in a
circle of about 50 metres diameter. In the centre stood a ewe
and next to her was a tiny lamb sprawled on the ground.
My attention was drawn to one of the ponies as it started to
roll on the grass, kicking its heels in the air and enjoying the
feel of the ground on its back. It stood up, shook itself and
sauntered over to the ewe, who backed away a little, leaving
the pony to inspect the lamb closely. The lamb didn’t move.
“Is it dead?” I wondered. To my amazement, the pony
picked the lamb off the ground, held it for a second or two

I
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am sure that Lynwen Gott and I would agree that we
both want a vibrant community with thriving shops
and businesses. I simply point to the evidence that you
create extra footfall in town centres by making safe social
spaces, where people can shop in a relaxed environment,
find refreshment and enjoy each other’s company. Using the
town centre as a car park does not fulfil that requirement.
In these troubled times, when the pressures on local
traders are so extreme, and are adding to existing trends
such as the growth of on-line shopping, we need to be
looking to and planning for a different and better future.
David Howard

I

n the April Focus, Lynwen Gott argues that widening
the footpath in High Street could be achieved only
by making the road one-way, and suggests a simpler
alternative of pedestrians ‘stepping aside to let someone
pass’. Stepping aside where? Presumably into the road. In
the same issue Christine Williams points out the dangers of
doing just that and so advocates making the road one-way.
With respect, both these ladies are wrong. The problem of
the narrow footway is not just one of pedestrians passing each
other (something that the current ‘social distancing’ measures
have made especially relevant); the paths on both sides of High
Street are too narrow to allow the safe passage of children’s
buggies and – as I know from bitter experience – wheelchairs.
And the answer to widening the pavement is not to make the
street one-way, but the much simpler one of removing the
parking spaces on the east side of the road. For the benefit
of newcomers and those with short memories, this was the
scheme proposed by Shropshire Council in 2011, following
an expensive study and public consultation. The consultation
exercise showed that most residents were happy with the plan.
Unfortunately, some of the businesses in the town were not.
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Apparently convinced that the removal of seven parking
spaces would mean the end of commercial life, some of
these businesses – including many that were not even in the
High Street – ran a campaign of deceit and misinformation
worthy of Messrs Trump and Cummings to persuade people
to sign a petition protesting against the change. The petition
had a front page that bore the Shropshire Council crest,
so that many people thought they were signing an official
council document. I believe that Mrs Gott’s own business
was one of those heavily involved in the campaign. At the
council meeting to discuss the plan, the signatures collected,
in some cases under pressure, were a factor in causing the
scheme to be rejected by a tiny majority.
At the time my wife and I were both perfectly fit but it was
obvious to us that the narrow pavement was a great disadvantage
to anyone with small children or anyone disabled. I pointed
this out at the time (Focus, January 2012). A few years later my
wife contracted motor neurone disease and eventually could be
moved around town only in a wheelchair. It is impossible to push
a standard wheelchair safely along either footpath on the High
Street; every time I was forced to push her along the roadway, I
cursed the selfishness of the business owners responsible.
With the present restrictions, many of our shops and
hostelries are closed and their owners presumably suffering
the consequences. I hope that most, at least, will eventually
be able to re-open and prosper. When they do, I would
hope that they exhibit a little more social awareness.
Michael Price
Inner Wheel Club of Church Stretton
s with every other voluntary organisation we have
cancelled our meetings and events. But we are still
here and keeping in touch with each other and
helping where we can by passing on information.
As we are prevented from leaving our homes we can
still knit and sew and phone those living alone. There will
be knitted blankets, in demand by various organisations.
We could probably knit to order if asked! We wish all our
friends in Church Stretton and the outlying villages a safe
and healthy few months until we can all meet up again.
Anne Tipper (Secretary) Telephone: 771808

A

Covid-19
am writing this letter to the Focus during the third week
of the lockdown situation created by the coronavirus. As
Chairman of the Chamber I would like to thank those
businesses in the town and surrounding villages that have
pulled together and are delivering food boxes to those in
the community that are in need of support and indeed who
are in a difficult position. I cannot mention those businesses
providing help as I do not want to exclude any others. We
know as a community who they are and thank them for
putting themselves also at risk, together with members
of the community that are assisting. I wish to thank the
Community Messaging system for keeping everyone
advised and also my treasurer John Gott and wife, Lyn for
their assistance. I would also add that we are not over this
unprecedented time and would thank our local doctors and
staff at the Medical Centre, the Mayfair Centre, the Police,
health care workers and those working in our residential and
nursing homes. Regards and stay safe.
Stuart Wright, Chairman of the CS & District Chamber of Trade
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RNLI

Thank You

T

ake Housmans’ Fish Supper, Mix with Hobson’s
Choice Sea Shanty Singers, And you have ... A recipe
for success!
Our grateful thanks to Housmans for offering to
organise the event to raise money for the RNLI. Thanks
to their hard work and preparation the evening was a huge
success. A full house enjoyed delicious food in a party
atmosphere.
The Hobson’s Choice Singers provided perfect
entertainment bringing us a taste of the sea with their
rousing rendition of popular shanties. Our hearty thanks for
their performance and ability to get everyone singing.
We would like to thank all who came to this ‘Fish Supper
to Help Save Lives at Sea’. Your generosity and support raised
a grand sum of £382 for which we are truly grateful.
Church Stretton RNLI Branch Committee
Church Stretton Methodist Church
hanks to a very generous bequest from a very
special lady, namely Doris Cooper, or Dos, as we
all affectionately called her, we at Church Stretton
Methodist Church have been able to make several much
needed improvements to our premises.
So far, we have replaced the windows in the hall,
kitchen and ancillary rooms with double glazing and
replaced the chairs with much more comfortable ones. We
also plan to redecorate the hall and kitchen. We now have
blinds in the Church and have improved the outside aspect
of the Church. We shall be purchasing a bench when the
fairer weather arrives, in memory of the amazing Dos.
This is still work in progress, but the benefits have
already been felt and appreciated by our members and
visitors to our property. The improvements will provide a
lasting legacy.
We trust that both Dos and her husband would approve
of the changes we have made so far, and we give thanks for
their lives and their generosity to the Church which was
much loved by Dos.
Trish Howard (Church Council Secretary)

T

Housing Needs Survey Response
he Town Council would like to thank all who
took the time to fill in the Housing Needs Survey
Questionnaire, which was sent out in January. We
had a 39.5% response which is excellent and consequently
statistically valid.
The survey was designed to help the Town Council
assess the housing needs of the people living in the
Strettons. The results give the Council a much more
detailed understanding of local housing needs, the type
of housing, the tenure and number of bedrooms. They
will inform the Council’s ongoing dialogue with the
Shropshire Council Planning Authority on local housing
developments. The responses duly confirmed the great
need for more genuinely affordable housing for rent
or sale to younger and growing families, as well as for
key workers, now having to commute into the town. It
also evidenced the need for more extra care housing to
cater for the more elderly members of the community.
Following analysis of the responses, a full report will be
drawn up.
Bob Welch, Town Mayor

T
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A

A Wonderful Place to Live

ll Stretton is a wonderful place to live, especially if
you are a middle-aged man with a desire to wear red
lipstick and a hideous dress which will inevitably
have balloons stuffed into it to create a less than authentic
cleavage! Yes, I refer to the Panto – a long standing and
much enjoyed tradition of our village. Tradition and a
strong sense of community help make All Stretton a vibrant
and caring place to live.
Many when asked what changes they would like to
see in the village, will answer “nothing; I like it just as it
is.” But, change is inevitable and our ability to adapt to a
changing world is essential.
The dramatic changes imposed by the coronavirus
epidemic highlights our need to respond to changing
circumstances. It also reveals how the deep sense of
community, that has been intrinsic to All Stretton in the
past has helped our small community at this difficult time.
Within days of the severity of this situation becoming
apparent our village society met. It identified all vulnerable
people in the village and divided our community into six
zones, with a ‘go to’ person identified for each zone.
We distributed our annual village bulletin and added
specific information to help people at this time. Information
included telephone numbers of villagers to contact in an
emergency and the takeaway menu from our local pub,
The Yew Tree. Knowing the effects of isolation on many
of our older residents, we encouraged them to pick up the
phone ‘just for a chat,’ an offer that proved to be gratefully
received.
Many residents came up with novel ideas to help their
neighbours. Cate Latchford who usually runs Flicks in the
Sticks offered to deliver DVDs and homemade cake to
anyone contacting her.

The use of Next Door, a computerised platform for
community communication has proved how modern
technology can be of benefit in such difficult situations.
This is proving to be a very useful platform due to the
instant updates that can be posted, hence adapting to the
ever-changing situation. Our village is elderly, even more
elderly than Church Stretton. We are aware that for the
village to ensure its sustainability we need to attract younger
families. We are constantly facing the challenge of planning
applications. To ensure the essence of our village is preserved
and that its aged infrastructure can cope all applications
require a thorough consideration.
Our recent village survey was completed by over 70% of
households A great statistic which shows the commitment
of our villagers to be involved in their community. The
survey confirmed a desire to retain our individual identity
but also an understanding that to ensure sustainability
consultation and collaboration with Church Stretton would
prove mutually beneficial. Issues such as helping address
climate change and retaining public services will affect all
three Strettons. Re-wilding grass verges is an example of
how all the villages have worked together.
A post-coronavirus All Stretton will remember the
kindness of neighbours and hopefully a knowledge
that everyone is a valued member of the community.
Undoubtedly the effects of the virus will be felt throughout
the Strettons and we all need to help those who have
suffered as a result of the epidemic. (especially my longsuffering husband who might have several weeks of putting
up with me as he is now working from home !!!) We must
make a particular effort to support the local shops, cafes and
small businesses which have helped make our community so
special.
Caroline Crump

May Musings
Looking to the future
mergencies bring out the best in people. Though
there are always a very few who, out of selfishness
or thoughtlessness, betray the ‘better angels of our
nature’, most of us find comfort and strength in mutual
support and in working together for the common good.
We are fortunate to live in a community where a positive
approach is part of normal behaviour.
Thinking of the needs of others involves imagination;
we put ourselves in their shoes, so to speak. And we go
beyond present circumstances and picture the future.
Hard as it is to think beyond the urgency of current
circumstances, we must see the challenges as an opportunity
to plan for something different in the years ahead.
Climate change, like the coronavirus pandemic, reminds
us that we live in one world. What happens on the other
side of the planet comes home to roost here. The need for
action is immediate, and the actions will be far-reaching in
their consequences. Business as usual is not an option.
We must now picture the world that we wish to hand
on to our children and grandchildren. Let us use what we

E
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are learning from the present to build something better.
Keep safe and well.
Advice Service continues
As with everything else our planned activities have all been
postponed; Food for a Healthy Planet, Duck Racing Day,
Electric Car Day and Single Use Plastic demonstration,
all overtaken by something we had not expected. Apple
Pressing in the Autumn may survive but we will have to
wait and see.
With the Wellbeing Centre closed, our weekly
drop-in advice service is not available, but we can be
reached by phone on 07528 493181 or by email to info@
strettonclimatecare.org.uk We have a wide range of advice
sheets which can be requested and sent out to you. Just ask.
David Howard Chair, Stretton Climate Care
Jon Cooke Publicity Officer
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Roger Lucas
Painter
and
Decorator
4, High Street, Church Stretton, Shropshire, SY6 6BU
01694 720189
info@thedoorknockercompany.co.uk
www.thedoorknockercompany.co.uk

01694 723237
07772 705856

Craven Arms 01588 672761
• Household Items
• DIY Goods
• Paint
• Key Cutting
• Electrical Goods
• Kitchen Ware
• Tools
• Wolf Tools
• Carpet Cleaner Hire
• Fertiliser and Compost
And much much more at our
hardware store

ANDREW WEBSTER

G. H. JONES & SON

PAINTER AND DECORATOR
INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR

Est. 1966

CITY and GUILDS TRAINED
OVER 40 YEAR'S EXPERIENCE
FIRST CLASS WORK GUARANTEED
AT VERY COMPETiTIVE RATES
TEL: 01694 724574
MOBILE: 07779 825908

PAINTERS & DECORATORS

Telephone: Church Stretton
(01694) 722148
Mobile: 07808 670806

PHILIP HOOPER
PIANO &
HARPSICHORD
TUNER

D. R. TIPTON
Decorator

REPAIRS &
OVERHAULS
TEL:- 01694 724461

Tel: 01694 723862
Mob: 07946 323819

E. B. JONES
PAINTER & DECORATOR
35 Years Experience
Interior & Exterior
All Work Guaranteed
Tel: Church Stretton 01694 724010
Stretton Focus
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Community Led Plan: Residents Su

T

hank you for sending in your Community Led Plan surveys. We received a total of 878 valid surveys from a total of
2,440 households (a 36% return – which is very good for such an exercise). It is natural for people to have different
perspectives of what is important, depending on their own personal circumstances. A Community Led Plan needs to
understand the perspective of different groups within the community, e.g. families with children and people of working age.
A large number of returned surveys (490) were from households with only people aged 65 plus living in them. We have
therefore analysed survey responses from households with children and households with young adults aged 18-24 as well as the
full sample – to help us understand people’s different perspectives.

What are people’s top priorities?
People were asked to score on a scale of 1-8 on those topics
they wanted us to concentrate on in the Community Led
Plan? Most people scored 5 plus on all of these, indicating
people think they are all important.
We then calculated a total for each topic, (where a score
of 1 counted as 1, 2 counted as 2 up to 8 counted as 8) and
from this we could see which topics people considered the
most important.
We discovered that the following topics are a top priority
for all three groups (full sample, households with children
and with young adults)
• Countryside and Nature e.g. Shropshire Hills AONB,
wildlife, woodland;
• Local shops, businesses and traders;
• Community Facilities e.g. leisure centre, library,
swimming pool.

Other topics scoring highly were:
• Health & Social care: a top priority for the full sample
and households with children;
• Activities for the involvement of young people: a top
priority for households with children and young adults;
• Outdoor leisure facilities e.g. parks, playgrounds,
sports facilities: a top priority for households with
children;
• Housing and Job Opportunities: a top priority for
households with young adults;
• Transport: a top priority for households with young
adults and full sample;
• Community services e.g. Mayfair, Good Neighbours:
a top priority for the full sample.

People were asked what they most
wanted to conserve. The majority
of people mentioned the beautiful
landscape around us and the Area
of Outstanding Natural Beauty.
Other topics frequently mentioned
included town appearance,
community facilities (leisure
centre, library etc.), local shops and
retailers, housing and community
activities and spirit.
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What do people most want to conserve?

What is the one thing you most want to see improved?
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People were asked what they most wanted
to improve. Many comments came back
about improving the town layout. This broad
category included various suggestions regarding
traffic flow, traffic calming and widening
pavements as well as improving the High
Street, Burway Road garage area and the A49
traffic lights. Any proposals to change the
layout in town would have to consider traffic
flow, traffic calming measures, pavements
and parking and how these interact with
each other as well as any potential benefits or
disadvantages to residents, traders and visitors.
Continued on next page...

May 2020

Stretton Focus

17/04/2020 11:41

nts Survey – Summary Report
Other topics which were frequently mentioned included:
• Housing: need for affordable housing to rent or buy, as
well as houses for local families with children wanting to
move up the ladder;
• Transport: more frequent as well as more affordable
service;
• Leisure centre/swimming pool: wanting facilities
upgraded;
• Activities for young people: improving facilities in the
town park and having somewhere for the young to go
indoors as well as outdoors;

• Town Retail
Shops, Banks:
a wider range of
shops as well as
more affordable ones;
• Town and Park appearance and cleanliness: improving
the appearance, removing litter and dog excrement;
• Community Safety: wanting more visible presence of
the police, speed limits and parking rules enforced;
• Jobs and Tourism: more job opportunities, improving
the town to encourage tourism.

What is missing in the Strettons that you would like to be made available?
160
140
120
100
80
60
40

There were many comments relating to housing, shops,
transport, activities and support for young people, parking,
and the town centre which were similar to the views expressed
in the previous question on what needs improving.
There were also suggestions for:
• Sporting facilities, e.g. squash court, skate board park,
outdoor gym equipment for adults, BMX track in the
park;
• Hotel: to increase tourist accommodation and help
support the local economy;
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• Cinema/theatre: a better venue for films, theatre;
• Leisure centre-swimming pool – extend its facilities
e.g. spa, hydrotherapy, café;
• Social Entertainment – a wider range of social
opportunities for specific groups e.g. singles, working
age, intergenerational as well as more community events
e.g. carnival, Christmas street market, music festivals.

What happens next?
We originally intended to have a public meeting to feed
back our results and encourage people to work with us on
progressing the Plan. However, this is not possible because
of the restriction on people meeting during the coronavirus
pandemic.
Until these restrictions are lifted, we will continue to meet
and communicate as a committee through an online meeting
space and also via email to continue with background work.
We will also set up some smaller working groups to look at
some of these specific areas and explore how we might take
them forward. Please think about areas you might like to help
with once it is possible for people to meet again.
However, we have to recognise the impact Covid-19
is currently having on our lives and the possible long-term
impact it will have for the community. The Community Led
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Plan, when it is complete, will need to give us a viable way
forward in whatever climate we find ourselves in.
In the meantime, it is worth reflecting on how the things
we value in Church Stretton are helping us at this difficult
time. This includes the wonderful response of our local
shops who are providing essential provisions and delivering
goods to people isolated at home. It also includes the Mayfair
Community Centre, which continues to support the most
vulnerable and many individual members of the local
community who are volunteering their time.
Please make use of local home delivery services and local
shops where you can, so we do not lose them.
• NB The full survey report is on our website at
https://www.strettonsclp.org.uk/
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A Quaker Voice

I

am writing this at the end of March when all of the UK
has been put into ‘lockdown’ to try to prevent the spread
of the coronavirus, COVID-19. Now, our movements
are limited, we’re told to stay at home. We may only go out
to get food, for health reasons or to work if we can’t work
from home. We need to stay away from other people, at
least two metres away at all times. Everyone has got a lot
better at washing their hands more thoroughly, for longer
and more often; especially when they get home. These are
extraordinary measures; these are extraordinary times.
What does this mean for us as a small local Quaker
meeting? How do we meet if we can’t meet physically?
We have been experimenting with Zoom. Zoom is a video
conferencing tool which we can use on laptops, phones and
tablets at home. Initially, it felt very weird to meet spiritually
in this way but after three sessions I am getting more used
to it and I certainly feel it is better to meet virtually in this
way than not to meet at all.
We all sit separately in our own rooms, in our own
houses. Just before the meeting starts, we connect together
via Zoom. I can see myself in a small section of the screen
and others who are part of the meeting in other small
sections. It is strange to see everyone in their own rooms,
sitting and waiting. There may be little cries of greeting,
hands waving to welcome each other. I am always glad to
see the faces of my friends. I am thankful that they are well

and that they want to meet; to worship together,
mostly in silence.
We settle into the stillness; we open our
hearts and our lives to new insights and guidance. Sometimes
we feel that we have to share what we find out with others
and we call this ‘ministry’. We listen to what everyone has
to say to find its meaning for us. Anyone can give ministry,
including visitors. What is said is always wrapped in silence
with quiet before and quiet afterwards. These things remain
the same whether we meet physically or virtually.
When so much in our daily lives has changed: no
school, no work, no meeting up with friends and family
it is reassuring to be able to meet together and to worship
together in the same way. Although of course it is not the
same. I am aware that I have taken the regular Sunday
meeting when we meet in the Silvester Horne Institute for
granted. In my general busyness of looking after my family
and doing my very best at work; little did I think that there
would be a time when we would be forbidden to meet for
health reasons.
I am very thankful for these virtual meetings. I am glad
to be able to carve out some stillness and quietness. To sit
with others who I know well who want to do the same thing
is supportive. I hope that you are able to access the same
kind of support in some way.
Sally Gillions

Christian Aid Week
Stretton Pool Action Aquatic Quiz

W

e can’t get in the pool at the moment, but here are some
watery questions to keep you thinking about all things
aquatic!!! Answers on Page 58

1. Who starred in the recent television series “Gone Fishing”?
2. On which island is the village of Freshwater overlooked by
Tennyson Down?
3. Who was the first person to swim the English Channel without
the use of artificial aids in August 1875?
4. First bred in Germany as a water dog, which dog is the national
dog of France?
5. What does the nautical term ARPA stand for?
6. Who painted “Portrait of an Artist (Pool with Two Figures)”
depicting two figures: one swimming underwater and one clothed
male figure looking down at the swimmer?
7. In which swimming events does Olympic champion Adam
Peaty excel?
8. What is the second longest river in Great Britain?
9. What is the world’s largest fish, averaging 40 feet long and
weighing up to 15 tons?
10. In which film does the protagonist Benjamin (played by
Dustin Hoffman) use his new diving suit in a swimming pool,
instead of exploring further afield?

12
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A

long with much else, the annual house to
house collection planned for May has
been overtaken by coronavirus. It may
take place in the autumn if conditions allow.
Otherwise the event will be abandoned until next
year.
We are asked to particularly remember the
effects of the virus in developing countries where
medical resources are very limited to cope with
the pandemic if or when it hits on the same scale
as in the rest of the world. In place of your usual
generous donations, please give what you can in
one of these ways:
Online: christianaid.org.uk/give-money
Telephone: 020 7523 2493
In both cases please quote OR 59066 so that
Strettons donations can be identified for future
records.
Please do not send cheques to Christian
Aid by post as these cannot be processed in the
current situation
Your continued support will be much
appreciated at this time of great uncertainty for
all charities whose income (and hence their work)
will be greatly reduced this year. Thank you in
anticipation of your help.
Anthony Peck
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WILLOWBATCH

SHROPSHIRE
SWEEP

CARDING MILL VALLEY
A ground floor, centrally
heated one bedroom self
catering apartment, set in
the beautiful surroundings
of Carding Mill Valley
100 yards past the
National Trust Pavilion.

JON PROSSER
Tel: 01785 509333
Mobile: 07946 134783

Please contact Don Rogers
for rates and availability
on 01694 722358 or
donrogers@gmail.com
www.willowbatch.co.uk
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CHIMNEY SWEEP
AND
VACUUM SERVICE

May 2020

13

17/04/2020 11:45

Practical, No-nonsense, Planning and Building Advice!
Call for a friendly initial discussion regarding your project
Tel: 01694 720123
mail@strataassociates.co.uk
www.strataassociates.co.uk

HILARY'S CHILDCARE
Church Stretton Nursery,
after school and holiday club,
Children 0 - 12 years. OFSTED
rated good, qualified early
years teacher and forest school.
Call 01694 724270
www.hilaryschildminders.co.uk
14
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Behind the Counter
Vindicus – Shin Wilderer and Carolyn Wensley

C

arolyn: Our business started with friendship, we
met seven years ago and had been planning Vindicus
over the last year.
We had the idea for the business because my both my
parents had surgery and there was nobody living near them
to do their shopping (they weren’t
set up to receive online deliveries) so
we would have loved a service like
ourselves who could have been there
to help out by doing the shopping
and not only that, to go in and
put the shopping away for them.
What we do therefore is to offer
personalised shopping from multiple
stores straight to your doorstep.
We have busy family lives ferrying
around our children to school and
activities so having a 9-5 job just
wouldn’t be possible, so this business
is a perfect fit. We were very keen that
it also contributed to the community.
When we have a new customer
we visit them at home and discuss their needs. We work
with them to create a shopping list and from then on they
can phone, text or email us whenever they need supplies.
Our delivery fee is £5 or 10% if order value is over £50
and we will visit up to three shops for that. We think that
this represents good value as it’s the same price as driving
from Church Stretton to Shrewsbury/Ludlow, or the price
of an internet delivery.
Shin: We have a list of shops that we work with as we
know customers like receiving food from a variety of places.
We aim to work with the customer and can shop elsewhere
if that’s helpful.
In Church Stretton we collect from all the independent
shops and the Co-op. We can buy stamps and post letters

and can collect dry cleaning etc – so our service isn’t just
shopping; we can run personal errands as well.
We work with the shops in Meole Brace (but not
Sainsburys as they have their own delivery system) so if
you have an order from Next or TK Max we can pick that
up for you, get food from M&S
(ready meals are popular) bits from
Home Bargains, pet food and
prescriptions from Boots.
We try and include really good
local suppliers, they are all tested by us
and our children, so we can vouch for
the quality. We have found suppliers
at food fairs such as an award winning
fish shop in Ludlow, Whitchurch pork
pies and handmade salami.
Sometimes customers already have
day to day foods and they are looking
more for something special or gifts.
We have also made up Christmas
hampers. Other requests can be
accommodated – we’ve even arranged
for a customer’s tennis racquet to be restrung in Shrewsbury!
We also tend to keep an eye out for items that customers
might like when we are on our travels and we will also try
and save them money where possible.
Carolyn: We pride ourselves on a personal service, extra
care, a chat and taking the time to sort out your shopping
into your fridge or cupboards if that’s needed.
Shin: I used to work in environmental science so the
environment is often on my mind. I drive an electric car
and am very aware of the overuse of packaging, so as much
as possible I use reusable options. This is often important to
our customers too.
Carolyn: The best feedback is when customers say “it’s
wonderful that you are doing this otherwise we would be stuck”.

The Links at The Clubhouse – Rita Seixas

C

hurch Stretton has been my home
for six years, I’m originally from
Lisbon in Portugal and I met my
husband abroad doing ski seasons. My
husband is a Church Stretton local so we
decided to settle here. I’m a real country
girl, although I do miss the warm weather!
At The Links I provide refreshments
for golfers, walkers and anyone who
fancies coming up for a drink, food or our
monthly Sunday roasts. The most popular
time for golfers to visit is after they’ve
played a round; they can come to me and
get a cooked breakfast or lunch having
already done their exercise for the day!
We hold all types of functions and
being able to have the privacy of the
room suits both celebrations and sadder
occasions such as funerals. We hope to expand what we offer
and have started to do events such as cinema evenings, Saint
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Patrick’s day dinner and Mother’s Day
meals to name a few.
I used to be a chef in Church Stretton
but then wanted to do something else so
came here part-time, I was then offered
the chance to manage it full time which
was great because I love it!
The work is seasonal: at Christmas we
are busy with parties, spring is quieter and
then it’s crazy busy for the rest of the year.
I have my dog to keep me company on the
slow days ... dogs are very welcome here.
My business is affected by the
weather – storms, heavy rain and snow
means that no golf is being played. I
love my regular customers and would be
happy to see more people pop up from
the town, come and try us out.
I’ve never played golf before, but I love the setting, the
views are amazing!
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Is Ours a Sustainable Community? Exhibition Review

A

re the Strettons a sustainable community? was the
question posed at an exhibition in the library
to highlight and promote a culture of learning as
a basis for a sustainable community. The exhibition took
place from 28th January to 15th February 2020. Exemplar
organisations and the wisdom of lifelong Strettonians were
main features.
Thank you to all involved. It was a joy, at all stages, to
work with so many people. Visitors, leaders of voluntary
organisations, senior citizens, library staff and ‘Friends’, a
leading employer, the Mayor, Stretton Focus, Mayfair, UNA,
a national expert, the media and advertisers all helped. The
project team enjoyed positive and fruitful relationships with
300+ people. We have learned a considerable amount from
preparation and delivery. Hopefully, we can put our learning
to good use in future.
Nigel Marsden, Royal British Legion in front of RBL display
Teamwork. It was the first time that members of the
organising team had worked together to stage an exhibition
and the willingness of a wide group of people to work
together to deliver the exhibition was a key feature.
Library exhibition room was a perfect size for the
exhibition. Cooperation with other room users was another
welcome feature and thank you library staff for a welcome
supply of hot drinks!
Legacy. See website –
http://strettoncommon.wordpress.com
Brian Faulkner and Terry Davies, 2nd Longmynd Scouts for
the Longmynd Hike
Kindness of local people in supporting the display was
another outstanding feature. Every voluntary organisation
invited to display accepted the invitation. The willingness of
visitors to complete feedback forms and offer ideas was most
constructive. The shop window display in Sandford Avenue
beforehand helped boost attendance. Technical support
from a local business was generous and vital.

Final thoughts. It was a pleasure working with community
leaders and people involved. Other influential projects
that shaped thinking were, for example, the ‘Transition
Town’ project (2008/9) initiated by Stretton Climate Care;
The ‘Flower and Music Festival’ (2003/4) organised by St
Laurence Church; ‘United for Peace and Prosperity’ project
(2012) from United Nations Association; finally, ‘Strettons
Voluntary’, (2015/16) a U3A Church Stretton learning
programme.
Barrie Oxtoby:
Team Strettons

Mayfair Lottery Results
March
£100

43

£20 529		

£50

309

£10

638

Lesley McKnight, Scrappies completing her Feedback Form
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ALL PLUMBING JOBS
PLUMBING

CALL PETER FLOYD
(30 YEARS EXPERIENCE)
RELIABLE SERVICE, REASONABLE PRICES

07885 585849

A. S. MORRIS & SON
Sandford Avenue, Church Stretton

FUNERAL DIRECTORS
PRIVATE CHAPEL
Tel: Church Stretton 722876
NIGHT AND DAY

Stretton Focus

60 Adverts 2020.indd 4

May 2020

17

17/04/2020 11:45

The Church Stretton Fault

Church Stretton valley from the Longmynd showing line (in white) of the Church Stretton fault
fault was mainly vertical, with rocks on the west side of the
any residents in Church Stretton have heard
fault being pushed down relative to those on the east side.
of the Church Stretton Fault, one of the most
In the bottom of the Church Stretton Valley, in
important geological features in southern Britain.
the wood known locally as Primrose Wood, part of the
Its history goes back over 600 million years and this short
Coppice Leasowes nature reserve, there are limestones
article is meant to explain the development and the effects
it has had locally. Many details have been omitted but could right against the Church Stretton Fault exactly the same as
those further east on Wenlock Edge. For these limestones
form the basis of a later article.
to be in the bottom of the valley there must have been a
A fault is a break in the Earth’s crust often caused by
vertical movement along the fault of near to 1,000m! This
stresses associated with the movement of the Earth’s plates.
movement would not have happened all at once but is the
The concept of plate tectonics first put forward in detail in
result of countless earthquakes over a period of 300 million
the 1960s has revolutionised our ideas in geology.
years, each one perhaps producing a vertical movement of a
Southern Britain has often been close to plate
boundaries in the geological past. In fact during the last 500 few centimetres.
Nowadays the Church Stretton Fault can be traced from
million years, Shropshire, as part of southern Britain has
South Wales north through the Welsh Borders and into the
moved a distance of 12,000km from close to the Antarctic
Circle northwards over the equator to our present latitudes. Church Stretton Valley, and further north towards Market
Drayton. Closer to home it passes up the Church Stretton
The Church Stretton Fault has a long history going
Valley from Marshbrook, passing east of Little Stretton,
back to its formation about 600 million years ago, near
and then follows directly the line of Watling Street South,
to a plate boundary in the southern hemisphere, near the
and Watling Street North. In 1995 an excavation for a new
Antarctic Circle. At this plate boundary, where one plate
house at the junction of Clive Avenue and Watling Street
was over-riding another, the Earth’s crust was arched-up,
South showed incredibly contorted rocks right on the fault
stretched and cracked, and a number of fault lines were
line, evidence of intense earthquake activity in the past. The
formed in southern Britain, including the Church Stretton
fault then passes to the east of Primrose Wood, under the
Fault. Deep down in the uplifted crust heat produced
western slopes of Caer Caradoc and The Lawley, and trends
volcanic magma which welled up from below to form lavas
north east to the Wrekin.
and ashes which now form the hills on the east side of the
Major earthquake activity along the fault probably
Church Stretton Valley. To the west of the fault a shallow
stopped about 200 million years ago, as we moved away
marine basin formed and material from the rapidly eroding
from plate boundaries, but with a second phase between
volcanoes to the east formed thick sediments which now
60 and 30 million years ago as the Atlantic started to
form the very different looking rocks, mainly sandstones
widen. From 30 million years ago to the present day,
and layered mudstones, of The Longmynd.
minor earthquakes in the region have continued and we
The Church Stretton area then entered a 500 million
have experienced these at least three times in the Church
year period when it moved slowly north over the Earth’s
Stretton area in the last 30 or 40 years. Minor earthquakes
surface, and the stresses involved caused extensive
are quite common in Britain, occurring with a wide
movements along the Church Stretton Fault as all this time
geographical spread. They are usually associated with the
we were often near to plate boundaries. Many of these
present continuing widening of the Atlantic Ocean, caused
movements were lateral rather than vertical (similar to
by what is known as sea floor spreading within the plate
those of the famous San Andreas Fault in California), and
tectonic concept. This continued movement puts stress on
would have produced violent earthquakes. These lateral
movements may have amounted to many tens of kilometres. the adjacent continents. As well as the Church Stretton
Fault there are other major faults in Wales and the Welsh
From about 300 million years ago the movement on the

M
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The Church Stretton Fault - continued
borders. On one of these in Caernarfonshire there was a 5.4
Richter earthquake in 1984, and the effects of this were felt
widely in Shropshire and in the Church Stretton area. I was
in Church Stretton at the time and I felt my house in Clive
Avenue really shake.
The most famous earthquake in the area was that of
April 2000 when a 5.2 Richter scale earthquake occurred
in south west Shropshire.The epicentre of this earthquake
was near to Clun, but officially the quake was called the
Bishop’s Castle earthquake. Houses were shaken over wide
areas of Shropshire including Church Stretton. Some of
the worst damage was in Shrewsbury where many parts
of the town sit on unconsolidated sands and gravels, and
the vibration in these sediments was much greater than in
areas of solid bedrock. I was working in Shrewsbury on
that day and the police organised widespread evacuation of
buildings as many chimneys fell down and walls cracked
open. Actual movement deep in the Earth’s crust was along
the line of a fault a few kilometres west of Church Stretton
called the Pontesford-Linley Fault, but there was no actual

fracturing of the crust at the surface. There was probably no
fracture on the Church Stretton Fault at depth during this
earthquake but we experienced shaking because we were so
close to the epicentre.
In 2002 an earthquake near Dudley measured 4.9, and
was felt widely in Shropshire.
Millions of years of earthquake history along the
Church Stretton Fault have produced a zone of weakened
rocks along which erosion caused the valley to form between
the hard volcanic rocks of the Caer Caradoc and Ragleth
Hill area, and the Longmynd area to the west. The details of
the formation of the valley and the reasons for the present
day shape will, I hope, form a future article.
This article has meant to give people a very short
introduction to the complex history of the Church Stretton
Fault. Further details can be found in my book, Geology of
Shropshire, second edition, 2006, Crowood Press. There is also
a much shorter (£2) leaflet available from local bookshops,
explaining the geology of the Church Stretton area.
Peter Toghill

National Trust Carding Mill Valley

100 Years of the Chalet Pavilion

T

his year the National Trust’s
Chalet Pavilion reaches its
100th anniversary and the
team in Carding Mill Valley will be
marking this auspicious moment
with some special celebrations from
18th July, featuring a 1920s-themed
party, special tea-room food and an
exhibition looking at the history
of Carding Mill Valley from its
industrial heyday with the eponymous
mill through to the 1970s when the
National Trust took ownership.
We would like to gather as many
memories people have of the valley
and the Chalet from pre-Trust days. If
you have an old advert, film footage,
photo or object with a Carding Mill
Valley connection we would like

to hear from you. Email or ring our Visitor Experience
Manager Swantje Staar-Slogrove (Swantje.StaarSlogrove@
nationaltrust.org.uk) or 01694 725001 if you have
something you’d like to contribute to the exhibition.
Every single visit supports the National Trust’s
conservation work, looking after special places for people
to enjoy for years to come.
Tom Blackwell, Learning and Engagement Manager
Carding Mill Valley
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Long Mynd Drovers’ Tracks

weekly market has been held in Church Stretton
since 1214 and was the occasion for trading
wool, livestock and produce. There were also longestablished markets and annual fairs in Bishop’s Castle,
Clun, Pulverbatch and Leebotwood. A weekly livestock
market still takes place in Bishop’s Castle but the big
autumn sheep sales ceased in Church Stretton about 1982.
Many of the tracks across the Long Mynd were used
by local people with laden ponies to take produce to the
nearest market (see photo). One long-distance traveller with
goods for market was the huckster with his packhorse, the
legacy from this era being markers alongside the tracks
like the Packetstone (an exposed rock on the bridleway
from Minton to Asterton) and the Huckster Stone (on
the bridleway from Minton to Myndtown). Other route
markers for drovers were groups of Scots pine trees planted
alongside tracks at the tops of hills, crossroads and suitable
overnight stops which could be seen from a distance and
acted as guideposts in poor weather.
It was the responsibility of parishes to maintain all
roads within the parish irrespective of whether they were
used just by parishioners or by long distance travellers. To
pay for their upkeep, tolls were introduced in 1756 for
users of the north-south road through Church Stretton.
In the 18th century Welsh drovers who were herding
hundreds of cattle to Shrewsbury markets were not
prepared to pay the new tolls on the turnpike through the
Stretton valley. To avoid this route, they once again used
the old hill routes which linked up with the Portway, the
track that runs the length of the Long Mynd from north
to south. It was one of the roads that had the status of
being part of the ‘King’s Highway on Longemunede’ which
entitled it to enjoy royal protection.
Another important old track on the Long Mynd was
The Burway, an old packhorse route which ascends to
the Portway from Church Stretton. It is a route probably
used since prehistoric times because of the location of the
Bronze Age cross-dyke at Devil’s Mouth near the top of the
Burway. It is marked on Ogilby’s road map of 1660 as part
of the road from Bridgnorth, through Church Stretton to

Welshpool. The old road survives as a wide track above the
modern Burway Road (see photo).
Other ancient packhorse routes include that from All
Stretton which followed the existing metalled lane as far as
Jinlye from where it cuts across the plateau and through the
High Park Cottage cross-dyke to the Portway. Another route
went from Little Stretton up Small Batch and through the
Barrister’s Plain cross-dyke to the Portway at Pole Cottage.
There was also another route from Minton to the Portway
skirting Packetstone Hill.

Poorer market-goers had to walk to market. This woman uses her
horse to transport produce from her smallholding on the other side
of the Long Mynd to the market in Church Stretton. Contrast her
rough working clothes with the group of ladies sporting the fashions
of the day. (Burway Road, about 1900). Image: Oonagh O’Neill
Overnight stops were at regular sites where there
was an enclosure for the animals (called a pound) and
accommodation. The Pound Inn at Leebotwood was one
such stop and so got its name. The drovers used corgi dogs
specially bred to work with cattle. These dogs were nimble
and would snap at the heels of the cows to control them,
and being small with short legs, they avoided being kicked
by the cows. In the 19th century the Portway was still being
used by horses and wagons carrying agricultural produce to
market; this continued until the opening of the Shrewsbury
to Hereford railway in 1852.
Barrie Raynor

Trivia Corner No 198
by Ken Willis
Answers on page 32

The old packhorse route up The Burway is now a wide path. The
new paved road with a gentler gradient is lower down to the left
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1. In the Magic Roundabout, what sort of animal
was Dylan?
2. Which eye did Dangermouse have a patch over?
3. Which children’s publisher has an insect as its logo?
4. Who was awarded a supper of brown bread and
butter?
5. What was the name of the Rabbit that led the
other rabbits to a new home in Watership Down?
May 2020
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LEE BROWN PLUMBING AND HEATING
GAS, NATURAL AND LPG, DOMESTIC AND COMMERCIAL CATERING ENGINEERS

GAS AND BOILER SERVICING, INSTALLATIONS AND BREAKDOWNS
COOKERS AND FIRES
GAS SAFETY CERTIFICATES
LANDLORD SAFETY CERTIFICATES
SMALL PLUMBING WORK ALWAYS UNDERTAKEN
UNVENTED CYLINDERS, POWER FLUSHING
ENERGY EFFICIENCY AND
WATER REGULATIONS
TEL: 01694 724429
MOBILE: (DAYTIME): 07870 754201
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Anglican Voice

W

ell, what a difference a month makes, and
this is certainly a Lent and Easter that I will
never forget.
When we gathered on Ash Wednesday, little
did any of us think that we would all be in our own
wilderness during Lent, with our Churches locked for our
community’s safety and we ourselves having to stay indoors.
The letter from the Archbishops in March instructing that
public worship should be put on hold and then a week later
that we needed to close our Church buildings was necessary,
but difficult for us.
For many when we face difficulties, to take some peace
and quiet in the sanctuary of a church building can prove an
oasis of calm.
It is difficult to have the Church doors closed, but it is a
reminder that the Church is not the building, but the people
who meet there to worship God.
It is also a challenge for members of the Church to work
out how we continue supporting each other, and how we
are the Church in the coming days, weeks and months. The
Archbishops write “Being a part of the Church of England is
going to look very different in the days ahead. Our life is going
to be less characterised by attendance at church on Sunday,
and more characterised by the prayer and service we offer each
day. We may not be able to pray with people in the ways that
we are used to, but we can certainly pray for people. And we
can certainly offer practical care and support.”
Which is what we are aiming to do. The foodbank
continues and has seen great support from the community.

As a Parish we are getting to grips with social media
and using the web more to communicate. Families
are also an important part of our community and we
are publishing weekly activities on our website for
them to take part in together – do take a look: www.
strettonparish.org.uk
We read in Deuteronomy chapter 8, the story of God
leading the people of Israel through a wilderness. Through that
experience he taught them a lesson, getting them to think and
reflect on all that they were and are, but we also read how God
sustained them and guided them.
It is interesting to just stop and think about all that we
each have, to consider the journey that this pandemic will take
each one of us on. It may also be a chance to think about how
we might do things once we are back to normal life – whatever
normal is.
The Queen said in her Palm Sunday broadcast: “And
though self-isolating may at times be hard, many people of
all faiths, and of none, are discovering that it presents an
opportunity to slow down, pause and reflect, in prayer or
meditation.”
What a challenge for each one of us, in our homes, with
time to slow down, why not pause, reflect and even pray.
As a Parish we have been and will be continuing to pray
for our community, nation and all those affected globally by
this pandemic. Our prayer is that the Lord will sustain and
guide us and our nation during this time.
Rev’d Steve Johnson, Rector

Scout Group News

I

n accordance with the nationwide lockdown,
all Scout Groups ceased meeting in March,
but, true to its motto of ‘Be Prepared’ national
Scout Headquarters immediately sent out online
programmes of hundreds of activities which could be carried
out at home.
Two members of the Long Mynd Explorer Scout Unit who
had to organise a camp as one of their projects planned it all
online and then carried out the activities in their own gardens.
Explorer Leader Angie Davies reports that two members,
Cerys Jones and Rebecca McFarlane have qualified for the
Chief Scout’s Gold Award.
The Tuesday Cub Scout Pack has been busy with its
Community Service programme with cub scout Leader Jane
Wrench having the task of sewing together all the knitted
squares the Cubs (including boys!) produced to make a
blanket for the premature baby unit at Shrewsbury Hospital.
The pack also joined in with the Possible Climate Change
Unit at Munslow in a hedge planting day.
The other three sections of the group – Beavers, the
Wednesday Cub Pack and the Scout Troop all carried out a
programme of online and home activities.
At the time at which this issue of Focus went to press
it was not known when the lockdown would be lifted and
groups able to recommence meetings. If it is by this month
then these are meetings which will take place. All are for
both boys and girls and are at the group headquarters in
Church Street. 				
Fred Reeve
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Monday 1st, 8th, 15th, 22nd, 29th
Beaver Scout Colony
Ages 6 - 8
5.45pm -6.45 pm
Monday 1st, 8th, 15th, 22nd, 29th
Scout Troop
Ages 10 1/2 - 14 1/2
7.00pm - 9.00pm
Monday 1st, 15th, 29th
Explorer Scout Unit
Ages 14 - 18
7.00pm - 9.00pm
Tuesday 2nd, 9th, 16th, 23rd, 30th
Cub Scout Pack (Tues)
Ages 8 - 10 1/2
6.30pm - 8.00pm
Wednesday 3rd, 10th,17th, 24th
Cub Scout Pack (Weds)
Ages 8 - 10 1/2
6.30pm - 8pm
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The Royal Oak is an ancient free house in a beautiful conservation
village, nestling at the foot of idyllic South Shropshire Hills. We serve
quality, homemade food lunch time and evening Tuesday to Sunday.
Five miles from Church Stretton – closer if you walk! Dog friendly.

01694 771266

www.at-the-oak.com

van

doesburg’s

gourmet food shop
ready meals • delicatessen • salads • pâtisserie
charcuterie • cheeses • sandwiches
wines • spirits
3 High Street, Church Stretton
Monday - Saturday 9.00 - 5.00
01694 722867 • www.vandoesburgs.co.uk

SELF STORAGE CONTAINERS
INDUSTRIAL & DOMESTIC USE
SUITABLE FOR VEHICLES,
BUILDING EQUIPMENT, FURNITURE,
GARDEN EQUIPMENT, WORKSHOP, ETC.
GOOD, DRY CONTAINERS
20 AND 40 FEET LENGTHS AVAILABLE
IN A SECURE YARD WITH 24 HOUR ACCESS
HGV PARKING ALSO AVAILABLE
CCTV INSTALLED
TEL: 01694 724880 MOB: 07979 817554
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Berry’s

17 High Street
Church Stretton
01694 724452
www.berryscoffeehouse.co.uk
Everything is home-made: breakfasts, hot
and cold meals, snacks, cream teas, cakes,
children's menu.
Courtyard, fully licensed: Private room for
up to 12 people by prior arrangement.
Open every day from 9 am to 5 pm
Trip Advisor Certificate of Excellence 2019
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Mayfair News

O

ur buildings may be closed but we are still here!
March was a month of major change for Mayfair.
Following the outbreak of coronavirus and
subsequent government announcements to increase social
distancing in order to keep people safe, Mayfair:
• Closed all of its group activities and the buildings
altogether on 23rd March;
• Maintained one-to-one NHS clinics until no longer
required;
• Reorganised our essential activities that support
vulnerable people to reduce the risk of infection. Many
staff work from home with a few based in the building
for essential cover. Examples include:
• CoCo volunteers continue to support their
befrienders but over the phone rather than in person;
• Mayfair meals delivery continues for those who
cannot cook for themselves but where possible this
is a doorstop delivery – with a friendly wave and
chat from a suitable distance of course;
• MAYSI continues to help people remain
independent and access support via the phone;
• Beacon and 44b staff continue to support day
service clients by phone and some one-to-one.

• Offering a friendly regular telephone call to keep spirits
up – at the time of writing over 40 people had been
teamed up.
• Enabling local people to support each other. We have
recruited lots of new volunteers, many under the age
of 70, able and willing to do deliveries, etc. Volunteers
over 70 have been fulfilling a vital role making regular
telephone calls for the friendly chats.

Meals are still being prepared
It has been so heart-warming to receive offers of help
and support. Thank you all for everything you are doing to
support each other at this difficult time. I would also like
to say a very special thank you to the staff and volunteers at
Mayfair who have managed such tremendous change and
continue to smile.
Nicola Daniels, Chief Officer

MAYSI at work
It has also been a time to rise to the new challenges
coronavirus has brought to the Strettons and surrounding
areas. Working with others in the town our priorities now
are:
• Helping people get the support they need: information,
advice, key supplies such as shopping, prescriptions,
food and meals;
• Increasing and training new Mayfair meals delivery
teams;
• Using Ring and Ride to help with key deliveries,
especially prescriptions;
• Establishing new rotas to support the shopping efforts
in town – at the time of writing this includes shopping
to support the Newsworld deliveries and dropping off
parcels ordered through the Co-op;
• Continuing to answer telephone enquiries using staff and
volunteers to provide a friendly voice for those who ring;
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Phone calls are still being made
Lottery
Mayfair Lottery is continuing as a new year starts in June
and hence annual payments will be due. The Lottery is one
of many important fundraisers for Mayfair – all the more
critical at the moment as we have lost much-needed income
as a result of the closure of activities. If you are not already a
member and would like to join, please get in touch. It costs
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£12 a year for one number to be entered
into a draw each month. There are four
prizes each month of £100, £50, £20 and £10.
Mayfair Quiz
New from Mayfair! Our weekly quiz, compiled by trustee
David Oliver, is available to download on our website: www.
mayfaircentre.org.uk Good luck!
News from Beacon
In these extraordinary times, Mayfair is functioning in quite
a different way. Although no one is able to come into Mayfair
to receive their day services, staff from both the Beacon and
44bs are continuing to provide frequent support through
telephone calls, food or prescription deliveries and advice.
The phone calls not only allow the opportunity for people to

talk to someone different but staff have
been very creative in doing activities with
people. Some are enjoying reminiscing or doing a crossword
puzzle, or David’s weekly quiz over the phone; others
have received activity packs or craft activities in the post.
We will continue to support people in whatever way is
appropriate until we can welcome them back into Mayfair.
Unfortunately all of our planned events such as our Pop
Up Mayfair in All Stretton, our coach trip to Wedgewood
and our Easter fun activities have had to be postponed. I
refuse to use the word ‘cancelled’, because we will ensure we
have plenty going on to get people socialising and back in
the community once we are able to.
Take Care everyone and don’t hesitate to contact Mayfair.
Helen C and teams

Respect + Achieve + Inspire + Skill + Enjoy

Church Stretton Badminton Club
Come and Join us – we are fully inclusive
ike many clubs, groups and organisations we are
unfortunately closed because of the coronavirus
restrictions.
We are however keeping our junior and adult members
enthused with Badminton England Masterclass videos to
progress their badminton development.
When we return to normal club nights why not come
and join us?
Junior and adult, able-bodied or disabled, we, as an all
inclusive club, welcome all standards and abilities.
Join us at our fantastic facilities in Church Stretton
Leisure Centre where our qualified coaches (including
para-badminton coaches) and a unique family-friendly club
of mixed ability, mixed age and varied standards is a great
place to sample Badminton. We currently cater for absolute
beginners from 7 years old up to 93 (yes we have a 93 year
old beginner) at all standards up to county club standard.
As our strap line above suggests we aim to RAISE your
wellbeing. We promote Respect, for others and yourself;
we help you to Achieve your aims; we Inspire you and help
you to inspire others; coach you to improve your Skills; and
encourage you to Enjoy yourself and allow others to enjoy.
That is our aim – to raise your wellbeing through the
enjoyment of Badminton.
Our latest (93 year old) member is a fantastic example
of someone who is willing to have a go and improve his
wellbeing in spite of mobility problems. As an answer to our
registration question as to whether a member has any special
requirements his answer was simply a request for “wheels”.
And we provided wheels – one of our sports wheelchairs
that we helped to provide not only for our club but for the
school and the leisure centre. Not only are we supplying
wheels but also a qualified para-badminton wheelchair
coach and other coaches with wheelchair training.

L
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So why not join us for these coaching/play sessions on
Wednesday evenings from 6.30 to 8.00pm when the Leisure
Centre opens.
Contact Alan Fox on alandavidfox@live.co.uk or
telephone 01694 725588 or 07977 060303.

If you have been busy clearing out your craft rooms
during the isolation period Scrappies will be happy to
take in your donations once we are all
up and running again.
Please look out for updates on our
Facebook and web page.
Thank you.
The Scrappies Team
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News from Cancer Research
Cancer surgery with robots
octors have successfully performed surgery on
cancer patients with the assistance of a robot for
some years. Until now this has mostly been for
relatively simple procedures but now, with experience and
confidence, operations are getting more complex.
Eight breast cancer patients in the Netherlands
have received a robot-assisted procedure to alleviate
lymphoedema, a common side effect of breast cancer
surgery. It is too early to show if the surgery was more
successful when a robot was assisting but it’s a step which
researchers believe could help make delicate surgeries more
precise.
Patients in Wales with some head-and-neck cancers
might also now receive surgery with the aid of a robot. It
has been used in Wales for prostate cancers for some years
and several centres outside Wales, including Newcastle
and hospitals in London, are already using the technique.
In the new service at the University Hospital of Wales in
Cardiff, surgeons use a robot with several arms to remove
tumours. The first head-and-neck patient was treated in
December.
One of the surgeons explained, “We can go further
inside the throat than we can with hands, the cuts are more
accurate and margins cleaner. We can usually get all of the
tumour out in one go.”
A human surgeon’s wrist can turn 180 degrees, whereas
the robot’s four ‘hands’ can rotate four or five times. This
dexterity reduces the need for more invasive surgery and
patients recover much more quickly. The surgeon sits at a
console with the controls. He watches a 3D video feed.

D

Cancer cells communicate
Scientists have developed a technique to listen in on the
‘conversations’ between healthy cells, cancer cells and
immune cells in the laboratory. Cancer Research UK
researchers studied lab-grown mini-tumours, known
as organoids, and revealed that cancer cells can ‘rewire’
communication networks in the bowel, allowing tumours
to grow unchecked.
This is the first time that scientists have been able to
analyse all the different signalling which molecules use at
the same time in individual cells within replicas of patients’
tumours. Understanding how cells communicate could
reveal how tumours are able to evade the immune system
and become resistant to treatments.
This is basic research and will take some time to
develop into usable techniques in diagnosis and treatment
of cancer, but it could allow development of more effective
drugs by revealing why tumours respond the way they do
to treatment. It could also help doctors to select the best
course of treatment for each individual patient, by testing
treatments on a replica of a patient’s tumour.
Dr Chris Tape, lead researcher of the study at
University College London said: “Organoids are
revolutionising cancer research by allowing us to test
whether experimental new drugs are effective on lifelike
models of tumours. This new technique helps us to
understand why a treatment works or not, by revealing in
unprecedented detail how cells are talking to each other.”
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The researchers tested this
technique in bowel cancer cells
and were able to simultaneously
detect 28 key signalling
molecules, across six different
cell types, in over one million
cells. They saw how the cancer cells, as well as immune cells
and connective tissue, had “rewired” the normal signalling
networks of bowel tissue, allowing tumours to grow
unchecked.
The next steps will be to use this technique to look for
ways to block the communications between cells that allow
them to withstand treatment. This could help resolve the
challenge of understanding how cancer comes back after
treatment and spreads around the body.
Meeting the 2030 smoke-free target
Last year, the Government set a target to make England
tobacco smoke-free by 2030. But the ambitious target
is unlikely to be realised until the Government tackles
smoking in some of the most deprived communities in the
country, which would include providing more funding for
stop smoking services. The latest figures reveal that England
is not expected to be smoke-free until 2037, while Scotland
could also miss their smoke-free target by up to 16 years.
The Government hopes that 2030 will be the year when
England can call itself smoke-free. This means getting the
overall proportion of adults who smoke down to 5%. At the
moment 14% of adults in England smoke cigarettes.
In order to reach its ambition smoking rates need to
drop 40% faster than currently projected. Cancer Research
UK believes that there are actions the Government must
urgently take to achieve this target, including a fixed annual
charge on the tobacco industry which would provide
funding to reduce the £11billion burden smoking-related
illnesses cost society in England each year.
May Meeting
Monday 11th May – Coffee and Chat plus various dates.
With great regret we have decided that we must cancel
these meetings. If you feel the need to talk with someone,
the Committee members are very willing to lend an ear
and to provide support if they can. As soon as we are able
to establish a programme of meetings again, we will let you
know.
The Committee can be contacted as follows: Lesley
McIntyre 01694 723427; Jackie Banfield 01694 723402;
Jane Potts 01694 751792; Karol Warren 01694 724901;
Marie Weeks 01694 720318; Roger Weeks; 01694 720318
Rosemary Willetts; 01694 722112; Roger Wilson 01694
722123.
Future Meetings and Events:
To be advised. Meetings are usually held on the second
Monday of the month in the Jubilee Room at Mayfair,
starting at 2.30pm, unless otherwise stated. To get in touch
with the Stretton Cancer Support Group, regarding diary or
events, please contact: Lesley McIntyre on 01694 723427 or
Roger Wilson on 01694 722123.
					
Roger Wilson
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Netley Boarding
Kennels & Cattery
at Dorrington
Open all year, vaccinated pets only
Heated kennels with outside runs
Friendly Family run business
Inspections welcomed
Collection and delivery service available

Opening Hours:
Mon-Fri 9-10 am & 4-5 pm
Sat-Sun 9-10 am

Den & Barb Oakley

Tel: 01743 718264 Mobile: 07803 240207
Stretton Focus
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URC Voice
Strange Times
he French President
M. Emmanuel Macron
tells us “We are at
war.” A statement our own politicians seem to also
accept. We were fearful of the Cold War, a nuclear
war, or of a war with religious fundamentalists. We
did not anticipate war with an invisible enemy!
Covid-19, the Coronavirus, has surprised us.
However, we have rallied to the challenge! Our
community is showing its strength. People are
taking care not to expose themselves to infection
and at the same time we are keeping watch over
our more vulnerable friends and neighbours.
Many of our retailers are also supporting
the vulnerable who are taking advice about
‘distancing’ by providing home delivery and some
of our restaurants are offering a take-away menu.
Churches are closing for the time being.
That does not mean that they have deserted us.

T

A church is not a group meeting once a week,
it is a body of people with faith who are willing
to express that faith and to support others. It is
about people. Even if we do not meet we can still
be together in mind and spirit during this ‘war.’
As a church our URC has recently made a big
investment in its hall and garden. This was not
just for us; it is for the whole community. The hall
may be closed as a meeting venue but our garden
remains open. It has seating areas, a design which
stimulates thought, a planting which uses textures
and colours creatively, and even though it is just
off the High Street it is a quiet place; a haven for
reflection. It is open to everyone all the time, just
follow the path down the side of the URC Hall.
Janet Longstaff

Looking Forward: Poetry in a Time of Crisis

A

t the time of writing it looks as though the current
emergency measures will continue for a significant
period, and many forthcoming events have had to
be cancelled. However, we hope that by the time National
Poetry Day takes place normal life will have resumed. This
year it is being held on Thursday October 1st and the topic is
“Vision: See it like a Poet”.
National Poetry Day was founded in 1994 by the
charity Forward Arts Foundation, whose mission is to
celebrate excellence in poetry and increase its audience.
Friends of the Library will hold various events at the
Library over a number of days involving both favourite
poems together with original work written especially for the
occasion. Planning is still at an early stage, but as many of
us are now in isolation, we thought it could be helpful to
encourage anyone interested to look back at favourite items
and start working on their own writing now. Why not look
again at poetry books you have at home and, if you have
internet access, visit www.poetryfoundation.org/poems.
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Next month, we will give more
details about our planned events and
some of organiser Joanna Clark’s
ideas for reading and help to get you
writing.
To whet your appetite here
is an example from National Poetry Day’s website
nationalpoetryday.co.uk which may be appropriate to
consider during the current emergency.
Dreams by Langston Hughes
Hold fast to dreams
For if dreams die
Life is a broken-winged bird
That cannot fly.
Hold fast to dreams
For when dreams go
Life is a barren field
Frozen with snow.
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PETER TIPS TIPPER LTD
HAVE YOUR GARDEN AND D.I.Y. REFUSE LOADED AND
REMOVED

Hedge cutting, tree felling, fencing repaired and erected
Small loads of sand, coloured gravel, soil and bark mulch
Raised beds, demolition work. House clearance
TO DISCUSS YOUR SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS AND FOR
PERSONAL SERVICE GIVE ME A RING

01694 771461
email petertipton52@gmail.com

Fitted Kitchens. Renovations. Home Extensions.
Roofing. Purpose-made Joinery.
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Church Stretton Stu
The Rise of Xenophobia

X

enophobia: the dislike of or
prejudice against people
from other countries.
Not to be confused with racism,
xenophobia applies to ALL
foreign countries and is much less
stigmatised than racism. It’s also
steadily climbing across the world,
but what are the major causes of
this sudden wave of hate?
The main reason in the
UK? Brexit. The UK has been
increasingly demonised in the
media since the vote in 2016,
however, it’s not all lies. Of students surveyed by the University
of Strathclyde, 77% said they had encountered xenophobic
bullying in school and 49% overall said it had increased since
the EU referendum. It’s no wonder, with parties like Nigel

Farage’s Brexit party displaying posters showing refugees
streaming out of their war-torn countries, containing slogans
such as “The EU has failed us all”. These hate-inducing posters
bring up the age-old idea that refugees steal resources or jobs,
and with the continuous budget cuts from the government in
areas like education and health care, it makes people fearful
and gives them someone to blame for the failing systems.
Of course, President Trump’s campaign to build a wall isn’t
helping matters either. There are enough walls in this world for
impoverished families, yet he seems to feel the need to build a
physical one. This campaign of hate, trailed by his overzealous
supporters, may have increased awareness as to Mexico’s crisis
but it’s also increased hate towards those trying to escape. And
it isn’t just Mexicans that Trump is targeting; he recently told
three African-American congresswomen to “go back and help
fix the totally broken and crime-infested places from which
they came”, despite all three being born in America. Even
more recently, he criticised Parasite, a hugely successful South

Classical Music Is Not Dead

F

or years, the death of
classical music has been
proclaimed by a plethora of
journalists, musicians and, most
likely, a lot of the general public.
In a world where popular music
has such a huge impact on society,
it can feel as if classical music is
simply out-dated and unneeded. If
you asked the majority of my year
whether they listened to composers
or artists, violins or synths, I’m
almost certain their answer would
be the latter. Is it safe to say then
that classical music is dead, that it no longer has any relevance,
that it is time people look forward rather than seeking the
past? Not necessarily and I’ll tell you why.

It’s all a conspiracy!

I

n my last article, I wrote
about how misleading and
sometimes false stories in the
media can spread unchecked.
In this article, I look at another
form of misrepresentation that
can run deeper than a deceptive
news story: the conspiracy theory.
Conspiracy theories are in no way
a new phenomenon. They have
had a presence in the background
of global history and politics for at
least 100 years. However, possibly
because of social media, their
prevalence is growing. In 2015, the University of Cambridge
carried out research and found that most Britons, when
presented with a list of five theories and asked to identify those
that they believed, ticked a box.
Conspiracy theorists are not limited to the stereotyped
tinfoil hat-wearing basement dwellers. According to Professor
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Although classical music is often perceived as… and
you will have heard this too… being for rich, smart, snobby
old people in black tie outfits, there is no reason to carry on
this tradition. Several organisations such as the Multi-Story
Orchestra and Groupmuse hope to change this. Led by Kate
Whitley and Christopher Stark, the Multi-Story Orchestra is
a group of 65 young musicians from around the country that
share the same desire to make classical music accessible to a
wider audience. They came up with the idea to perform in
a disused multi-storey car park in South-East London in an
attempt to remove the alienation that comes with a traditional
concert venue. Writing for the Guardian, they express
that live classical music is “one of the most exhilarating,
visceral, subversive experiences; a thrill that the traditional
concert-going experience can numb”. Similarly, Groupmuse
in America is a social media app that connects chamber
musicians to classical music lovers to provide a more intimate

Chris French, a psychologist at the University of London:
“When you actually look at the demographic data, belief in
conspiracies cuts across social class, it cuts across gender and
it cuts across age”. A strong correlation has been found with
a lower level of education (but not necessarily intelligence).
Correlations also exist with religious faith, belief in astrology
and using alternative medicines.
Some categories of theories are linked to demographic. For
example, a majority of those who dismiss formal medicines/
vaccinations in favour of essential oils and other natural
treatments are middle class. Many conspiracy theorists are deeply
suspicious of ‘Big Pharma’. A medicine containing 3,7-dimethyl1,6-octadiene-3-ol, trans-3,7-dimethyl-2,6-octadiene-1-yl
formate, 3,7-dimethyl-6-octen-1-ol and 3,7-dimethylocta-2,6dien-1-ol is, of course, concerning, especially when a side effect
of the first is contact dermatitis and the others are irritants and/
or corrosive. But this is not a medicine being forced on us by
pharmaceutical companies – this is an unregulated ‘natural’
essential oil available across the counter in Church Stretton
under the label ‘Geranium – pure essential oil’ – and used by
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ton Student Journalists
Korean film, for being the first foreign-language film to ever
win Best Picture at the Academy Awards. When asked, he said
“What was that all about?” and asked to get back to “great
movies of the past” like Gone With The Wind, a film which
romanticised the slavery of the south. As the person who holds
one of the most powerful leadership positions on the planet,
Trump should be leading by example, attempting to fight hate;
alas, it would appear he seems more intent on fuelling it.
A final, more recent reason for this increase in hate is
the spread of COVID-19, more commonly known as the
coronavirus. Starting in China around December 2019, it is
thought to originate from the consumption of fruit bats in
the province of Wuhan, and by February 2020, there were
more than 85,000 cases worldwide and nearly 3,000 deaths.
Naturally, the media has whipped the general public into a
frenzy, desperate to stay away from this new illness. And it is
this desperation that has caused open discrimination against
those of Asian origin in the UK. Frequent cases of people

refusing to get into taxis driven by Asian drivers, students
bullying Asian students, Chinese or Japanese citizens told to
‘go back’ to their ‘infected country’. This happens with every
pandemic: the Black Death in 1665-66 was blamed on Jews,
while the cholera epidemic of the 1830s was blamed on the
Irish, not to mention the wave of hate towards Africans during
the Ebola outbreak. When people are afraid, they turn fear into
hate, in turn inciting more fear into others. It’s a vicious cycle.
Politics, leaders, pandemics, the media: there will never
be a definitive answer for why people are xenophobic. But
there are always spikes in xenophobia when people are given a
flimsy reason to be afraid, something they think can justify the
unnecessary hate of others. And unless we can stop the cycle
of hate, it will always be that way: so, don’t allow yourself to
get trapped in this primitive way of thinking. Stop looking for
scapegoats.
Megan James

experience in living rooms for precisely the same reasons. If the
stereotypes around the music can be challenged, then so can
the trepidation that often accompanies it.
Another common misconception is that classical music is
boring – I know! Although it can seem that classical music is
just “a group of pointless guys from hundreds of years ago”,
classical music does continue to be written and continues to
evolve. Performers are also discovering new ingenious ways to
entertain their audiences, notably Lang Lang arriving at the
stage by gondola at the 2012 Latitude Festival. This is not to
say that the older music is not relevant; its influence continues
even to this day. People just don’t realise the impact classical
music has on their lives. Not only does it influence popular
music (such as the chart-topping band Clean Bandit whose
first track was a remix of Dvořák in reggae style), it is also ever
present in films and game music. Increasingly, fans of video
games are even buying tickets to orchestral concerts of their

favourite video game soundtracks. Whether or not you enjoy
classical music, you cannot deny the importance of the feelings
it generates when watching a film or playing a videogame.
Nevertheless, newspapers will continue to publish the
constantly recurring statistics suggesting that less classical albums
are being bought, less concerts are being attended and less young
people are interested. This may be the case but it does not mean
that classical music is dead. There will always be passionate
classical music lovers as long as there are instruments to play and
musicians to play them. And thanks to the video game industry,
hard-working visionaries and its influence on pop culture, that
group of music lovers may continue to grow as more young
people discover the power of classical music and the emotions it
can generate. Just as Macbeth is still relevant today for its themes
of ambition and loyalty, these feelings that the music generates
are part of being human and therefore will live on forever.
Classical music is not dead and never will be. Alex Brian

many to promote “emotional stability, alleviate pain, stimulate
healing from burns and wounds, enhance mood, and reduce
inflammation”. You won’t see this list of ingredients on the
packaging because essential oils are unregulated – they require
no warnings. These ‘natural’ ingredients are the same chemicals
that are reverse-engineered and manufactured by chemists for
pharmaceuticals and then stringently tested. So where is the
logic in accepting the unregulated chemicals and rejecting
the regulated? Just a good dose of conspiracy theory and the
comforting feel-good language on the packaging of these natural
products produced by the marketing departments of these
essential oil companies (who, incidentally, do not list any of the
above information on their websites).
Intriguingly, a paper in the journal Social Psychological
and Personality Science found that people who believed the
conspiracy theory that Princess Diana faked her own death
were more likely to believe she had been murdered. The same
paper found that the more participants believed that Osama
Bin Laden was already dead when US special forces raided
his compound in Pakistan, the more they believed he was still

alive. It is clear that belief in conspiracy theories requires no
knowledge or logic, just faith in a central idea, because that is
exactly what they are – beliefs.
This is the key problem with conspiracy theories and
conspiracy theorists. If logic and facts are denied, how can
these theories be refuted? How can we successfully argue with
someone who falls back on “it’s a conspiracy”, rather than
cogent arguments. One can find oneself spiralling into a mess
of alternative facts where evidence is disregarded in favour of
more exciting explanations. Indeed, one conspiracy theory
often leads to another – flat-earthers often cast doubt on the
Moon landings and other space missions in order to debunk
photos showing the Earth as a sphere.
It is certainly hard to know what to believe, but before
jumping on a conspiracy theory bandwagon, we should
step back from social media and look at the science. It is the
responsibility of everyone in society to check the truthfulness
of stories before spreading them. Truth matters. Facts matter.
Joe Trueman
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Recipe of the Month

Methodist Voice

Energy Balls

few years ago I was in Berlin on
business with a colleague. We managed
to take one day off from our duties to
do the usual tour of the city, visiting, amongst other places,
the Brandenburg Gate – and what had been the Eastern
Section – as well as the very impressive Jewish Memorial
and Checkpoint Charlie with its remnant of the old wall.
However, the most startling scene occurred during
a quiet walk through a residential district near the river.
Whilst we were looking for a traditional café/restaurant
for a cup of coffee, we came across a 2 metre high wall
surmounted by barbed wire and with powerful security
lights at each corner. Out of sheer curiosity we followed the
wall until we came to the entrance, which was an iron gate
secured by a large padlock. Looking more closely we found,
visible inside the gate, a notice informing us that this was a
synagogue and giving details of the forthcoming services.
There were no signs of any violence, no damage to the
synagogue or its perimeter. Just the one word registered in
our minds. Fear. To say the least we were shocked at the
implications. That, after all that had happened in the past,
and with so many visible examples of regret in the city, a
congregation of Jewish worshippers should still live in fear.
It is fairly obvious that the opposite of fear is love. The
Bible states that “perfect love casts out fear.” Where true love
exists there is no fear and that is the basis of our Christian
faith: The fact that because of his love, God was prepared
to demonstrate that love in such a dramatic way. “For God
so loved the world …” “Greater love hath no man than this
that a man lay down his life for his friend.” But God loved
US even when we crucified his Son, and today he still loves
us, even when we ignore him.
Today we need to be able to associate with that, for
one of the greatest threats facing our world society at this
time is, simply fear. Not the actual crisis, but fear of the
unknown. For the Christian that fear can be overridden
by faith. A belief in a God of Love, whose understanding
of and care for us as individuals is beyond our ability to
understand. A God who in love created both humanity and
the world in which we live. And to come to terms with that,
to experience it, we need, yes, faith.
Interestingly, it has been stated that the opposite of love
is not hatred but indifference. Unsurprising then that an
English writer once said that if Jesus came to Birmingham
today, modern society would not hate him, but simply pass
him by. Ignore him. Indifference.
Ken Hathaway

I

’m not going to attempt to claim that these are healthy
(although some versions do) but they are very tasty and
adaptable to suit tastes and can be eaten straight from
the freezer to just hit that spot. No need to thaw. They are
easy but messy to make and you need to allow a bit of time
to get the mixture to the right consistency to form the balls
but it’s worth it.
I prefer cacao nibs in place of the chocolate chips as they are
less sweet and also retain a firmer bite. I often replace some
of the honey with ginger syrup and also use good quality
peanut butter as this is a main ingredient and fundamental
to the flavour therefore.
Makes about 30 little balls.
Ingredients
2 cups oats
2 cups unsweetened coconut
½ cup crunchy nut butter – I use peanut and almond mixed
½ cup honey
½ tsp salt
½ tsp vanilla
½ cup chocolate chips/cacao nibs
Any combinations of small amounts of the following can be
added to taste:
Dates, dried fruit, stem ginger roughly chopped, flaked
almonds, sunflower seeds, pumpkin seeds, sesame seeds,
linseeds, chia seeds, etc
Method
Pulse the oats and coconut in processor until coarsely
ground.
Add all other ingredients and pulse until well mixed.
Squeeze a small amount into a ball to test if it sticks and if
not add more nut butter or honey or even a few drops of
fruit juice. Don’t allow mixture to become too wet though.
Roll into small balls and freeze.
Heidi
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Trivia Answers
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Rabbit
Left
Ladybird
Tommy Tucker
Hazel
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A. Morgan Builders
Local family business
For all your maintenance needs.
Extensions, alterations, roofing.
UPVC windows, doors & conservatories.
Garden walls and paving.
No job too small or large
Tel: 01694 751774 07930 332131
Locally based
Plumber and Builder

General maintenance work
25+ years experience
Saniflo Engineer (separate
rates apply)
No job too small
£25.00 first hour/part
£20.00 per hour thereafter
Can price by job if over 1 day

Call GARY PARIS
01584 861844
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Local Groundworkers with over 25 years experience
✔ Extensions,
Drainage works, Landscaping
and Specialist Jobs
✔ Routine
Foundations, Retainer walls, Complex projects
Tel: 01694 722121 www.farmersplantservices.co.uk
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JOHN HAMMOND
Building and Carpentry

Paul Tinsley Builder

Carpentry • Bathrooms
Interior Tiling • Kitchens
General Repairs and Maintenance
for Home and Garden

No job too big, fast response, highest standards

For a free Fixed Price Quotation,
call

Specialist in extensions, alterations, porches,
patios and fencing etc.

01694 724060
07815 130793
WYNSTONE, CUNNERY ROAD,
CHURCH STRETTON,
SHROPSHIRE SY6 6AF

01694 781371 or mobile 07929 232999

PAUL FORRESTER
Quality Carpentry & Joinery
COVERING A RANGE OF SERVICES SPECIALISING IN:

Doors ~ Skirting & Architrave ~ Flooring
Kitchens ~ Bedrooms ~ Bathrooms ~ Tiling
Lofts ~ Painting/Decorating ~ Storage Solutions
Work Stations ~ Sheds and Workshops
Gardens & Paving ~ Decking & Pergolas
For a Professional, Friendly and Enthusiastic Response
Call 07795 170938
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Theatre Streamings
while Church Stretton School Theatre is closed
From the Royal Opera House, The National Theatre
and other theatre and cinema broadcasts we can
still offer audiences the best seat in the house, along
with often exclusive behind-the-scenes footage and
interviews.
If you are missing the experience of
great theatre on our screen in Church
Stretton, there is still an opportunity
to sample National Theatre At Home,
an initiative designed to engage
our audiences in their homes during this period of
confinement.
As part of this, the National Theatre have already started to
release – and will continue to release – one back catalogue
National Theatre Live title per week in April and May on
the National Theatre YouTube channel. These titles are
free to stream, and are available for one week only from
the first streaming.
At the time of writing we are waiting to see what is
available for May.
We and the National Theatre see this as an opportunity
to raise awareness about filmed live theatre with a
wider audience, and we all will do what we can to welcome
audiences into our venue upon reopening. The National
tells us:
We will continue to update the National Theatre at Home
folder on Egnyte with content for our upcoming plays being
released here: https://nationaltheatrelive.egnyte.com/fl/
XvBAbSKP7H
We will be updating our email database as we get further
information.
The Royal Opera House – From Our
House to Your House
Another of our theatre partners, The
Royal Opera House, have also been
offering a free programme of online
broadcasts, creating a schedule of
free broadcasts and live content that
audiences can access for free anywhere, anytime across the
globe, bringing both ballet and opera to every home and
device.
The schedule includes the following production offered on
demand and for free via the ROH’s Facebook (facebook.
com/royaloperahouse) and YouTube (youtube.com/
royaloperahouse)channels:
• The Winter’s Tale, The Royal Ballet, 2014 – 1st May
2020, 7pm BST
We hope that since this article was drafted they will have
rolled out more broadcasts, so you will have become aware
of updates and announcements through our database and
Facebook notifications, and via The Royal Opera House’s
social media channels.
Thank you for your patience as we await an update on
the remainder of the 2019/20 Live Cinema Season.
They hope to be able to make a few pre-recorded ROH
productions (Fidelio, Swan Lake, and Cavalleria Rusticana
with Pagliacci) available if/when we re-open again. We also
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hope to be in the position to share details regarding their
2020/21 season in the coming months.
The Master of Musicals: The Shows
Must Go On
No doubt you – like us – are disappointed
that we were not able to screen the
planned hit musical Kinky Boots during
the Covid-19 crisis. Musicals are a real
favourite with our audiences.
Our musicals audiences have been able to enjoy (and we
hope continue to enjoy as this Focus is produced) their very
own West End experience at home as the Master of Musicals
Andrew Lloyd Webber streams some of his famous musicals
on the YouTube channel, The Shows Must Go On, (https://
www.youtube.com/theshowsmustgoon) including Joseph and
the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat and Jesus Christ Superstar.
The shows are available for free from 7pm on the day of
release and viewers are able to tune in for a period of 48 hours
from first streaming. We hope that further shows continue.
This is another fine example of the theatre world reaching
out to our audience.
Keeping you informed
We have already informed our database audience of these
fantastic home opportunities.
We expect that by the time Focus is published that we will
have the May listings. We will have informed our audience
email database.
So if you would like to be included on our email database
to get early notices like this and information of upcoming
events (you can unsubscribe from this service at any
time) or if you require further information you can do
so by contacting Alan Fox at alandavidfox@live.co.uk or
telephone on 01694 725588 or 07977 060303. We will be
happy to hear from you.
We hope that you will come and see us at Church Stretton
School Theatre when our screenings resume.
On behalf of everyone at Church Stretton School Theatre;
at The National Theatre; The Royal Opera House and of
our cinema team, we sincerely thank you for your continued
support. It is a crucial part of our success for which we and
our partners are all extremely grateful.
Alan Fox

Social distancing at Peppers
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Church Stretton Town Co
April 2019 to March 2020
or probably the first time in its history, the Town Council
was forced this year to cancel its Annual Assembly in
April, when Council accounts to constituents for its
performance over the last year. By way of compensation,
this report summarises what would have been shared at that
Assembly.

F

Year’s Events
Even before the current Covid-19 emergency, this has been a
very challenging year for the Town Council. In September, our
long service former Town Clerk, Christine Harvey, retired from
her role as part-time Finance Officer, having generously delayed
her retirement to allow us more time to recruit a replacement,
Beverley Clarke.
In October, our Town Clerk, Danny Chetwood, suffered
a stroke and remains on long-term sick leave, determinedly
pursuing his rehabilitation. It has not been possible to recruit
a full-time locum replacement, but we are grateful to the
Rushbury Parish Clerk, Chris Maclean, who continues to
provide the Council with some part-time locum cover.
Later that same month, Councillors were stunned by the
sudden death of Eileen Roberts after a short illness. She was
a long-serving and highly respected member of the Council.
The packed church at her memorial service bore testimony to
how much she meant to this community. The Community
Messaging Service, which she did so much to develop, remains
her legacy.
To complete this annus horribilis, we have all been hit by
this Covid-19 emergency. In mid-March, this required the
Council to delegate its functions to the Town Clerk, to enable
Council business to continue to be conducted. The Council
remains in lock-down, completely reliant on digital means to
communicate between ourselves.
New Councillors
After by-elections in the course of the year, the Council has
been pleased to welcome three new Councillors: Cllr. Lyn
Antill for the Church Stretton South Ward, who has become
our Energy Champion, developing plans for addressing the
climate emergency; Cllr. Colin Carson, representing Little
Stretton, has taken on emergency planning and our most
recent recruit, Cllr. Nicola Carter, represents Church Stretton
North Ward.
To help constituents raise issues with the Council, for
an experimental six-month period, a monthly Community
Advice Surgery has been set up at which Town and Shropshire
Councillors join with the Police, so constituents can speak
directly to the appropriate authority.
Amenities, Finance & General Purposes Committee
This committee, under the chairmanship of the Deputy
Mayor, Cllr. Mike Walker, has had a busy year. With a new
Finance Officer, the Council is required to appoint a new
Internal Auditor. He has required the Council to undertake
a comprehensive review of its Financial Regulations, in order
to satisfy stringent accountability requirements. The Council
has also had to re-assess its VAT entitlements, relating to the
three charities, for which it is responsible, the Silvester Horne
Institute, the Sandford Avenue Park and Richard Robinson
Field. This comprehensive overhaul has greatly simplified the
presentation of the accounts, giving Councillors an improved
grasp of how to make best use of the available monies.

36

60 May 2020.indd 26

This financial re-appraisal has enabled the Council, for the
current financial year, to set the lowest rate of increase in the
Council Tax for many years, at just 2% to cover inflation. For a
Band D Property, that raises the local Council Tax by 31p per
month.
The other major work stream has been to review the
management of the Council’s properties and assets. Councillors
have visited all of these land holdings and prioritised spending
on upgrading, as necessary, including the cemeteries, War
Memorials, All Stretton play area and assorted verges.
Sandford Avenue Park
The park poses a particular challenge. The Council knows the
community, especially young families, value this facility, but it
is used by so few that the Council has difficulty in justifying
more than a tenth of its new annual budget of £408,000
on its upkeep. The Council is confident that more residents
would use the park, if there were better access on foot and by
car. Accordingly, the Council continues to press Highways
England to allow access off the A49 and for Shropshire Council
Planning to approve such access. If their agreement is secured,
the Council will need to find substantial funding to cover the
cost of building that access and car park, as well as upgrading
the park’s facilities.
Silvester Horne Institute
Cllr. Walker’s initiative some years ago in developing a Friday
Night at the Horne Programme of events through the Spring
and Autumn, in collaboration with Arts Alive, is proving
increasingly popular and has just enjoyed its most successful
season so far. Unfortunately, this wet winter has caused serious
damage to the roofing of the extension and the full cost of the
repair has yet to be determined.
Russells Meadow and Richard Robinson Field
Providing a hard standing at the entrance to Russells Meadow
has proved more expensive than anticipated because of drainage
issues. However, it now means the new pavilion is fully
accessible for disabled people and opens up the possibility of
renting it out for other non-sporting activities.
Rectory Wood and Field and Coppice Leasowes Nature
Reserve
The Council is seeking to have Rectory Wood and Field
as a second designated Local Nature Reserve after Coppice
Leasowes, becoming the first Town Council to have two such
assets. These land assets have significant management costs.
For example, trees on all our property holdings need to be
reviewed every three years for safety reasons, accompanied by
an ongoing management programme. The Council is grateful
for the growing number of volunteers, now helping to maintain
these assets. We are also seeking to involve local schools in
doing some of this conservation work. In addition, the Council
is supporting local volunteers who plan to acquire part of the
wetlands to the south of the town to preserve and enhance its
unique bio-diversity, as well as increasing its contribution to
flood management. In combination, these initiatives not only
help the planet but also the town’s green tourism appeal.
Street Lighting
The Town Council is responsible for most of the streetlighting
in the town. Some of the lampposts are now in need of
replacement. So, for safety reasons, they are all being re-assessed
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wn Council Annual Report:
and a replacement programme set in place. This will include
a conversion to LED lighting, both to save money and also to
reduce carbon emissions.
Planning, Conservation & Heritage Committee
Under the Chairmanship of Cllr. Hilary Claytonsmith, this
Committee has dealt with 160 planning applications over the
year. Shropshire Council is undertaking a partial review of is
Local Development Programme for the period 2020-2036.
Possible sites for building development have been reviewed.
The Council strongly favours development of needed housing
on small sites within the development boundary or small
exception sites. Shropshire Council’s draft recommendations
of two large scale developments on the eastern slopes of
the valley generated 350 detailed responses from Church
Stretton residents in opposition to those recommendations.
Consultation on Shropshire Council’s final recommendations
will take place later this year.
Cllr. Claytonsmith has been actively engaging with Agents,
Architects, Housing Associations and Developers in seeking,
with some success, to influence the design of developments
such as on Burway Road, Lutwyche Road and in All Stretton.
The Committee has also been looking at future provision of
housing, ranging from open market homes, to affordable/social
housing and extra care housing for our specific demographic
requirements. Discussions are underway with a potential
developer of affordable houses. The Council is promoting,
together with the AONB Partnership, the possibility
of Shropshire Council producing a Development Plan
Document, to better protect the AONB landscape from major
developments.
Housing Needs Survey
In order to evidence local housing need to inform on-going
discussions with Shropshire Council, the Council undertook a
Housing Needs Survey, sent to all households. 963 responses
were received and are now being analysed. This represents a
response rate of nearly 40%, so it has statistical significance. A
companion survey of the housing needs of key workers in the
town, not resident here, had a much lower response rate, but
still identified a housing need.
Community-Led Plan
The Housing Needs Survey was issued alongside a
Community-Led Plan Survey, the results of which are set out
elsewhere in this edition. To complete this Plan, the Council
recruited a volunteer Steering Group, which has been hard
at work for nearly a year. The intelligence from the Survey
will now inform more detailed work in specialist sub-groups
to produce recommendations of how best to meet the
community’s aspirations over the next 16 years.
Economic Development Committee
Cllr. Bob Welch chairs this Committee, which is primarily
concerned with the marketing of the town, working in
collaboration with the Chamber of Trade. However, it also
encompasses working with schools and developing the
Council’s programme to deliver on its climate emergency
resolution. Cllr. Richard Hickman has done sterling work
over many years in almost single-handedly maintaining both
the Town Council’s website, www.churchstretton-tc.gov.uk,
and the website of the Church Stretton Community Interest
Company www.churchstretton.co.uk. So as to be able to focus
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on upgrading the Council’s website
providing information for residents,
the Council is backing the re-formation
of the Church Stretton Area Tourism
Group to take over the other website as
the main vehicle for attracting visitors to the town.
Tourism
The Council has continued its promotion of the town
primarily through the production of the annual brochure,
produced in collaboration with local traders. This has proved
popular, drawing in not only day visitors but also short stay
visitors from further afield, taking advantage of the increasing
number of accommodation providers.
The Council is an active member of the Visit Shropshire
Hills Community Interest Company, which, among other
initiatives, is promoting more coach tourism into the area.
Congratulations to Jemima’s Kitchen, who won their Best
Shropshire Cream Tea Award this year! The Council also values
its association with the AONB Partnership and the National
Trust in promoting local conservation work.
Business Survey
The Council wants to have a better understanding of the needs
of local businesses, mindful of how important they are to
the well-being of the community, especially after the current
Covid-19 emergency (see below). To that end, earlier in the
year, the Council commissioned a Business Survey from the
Business School at Chester University. Unfortunately, the
University had difficulty in resourcing the Survey as it wished,
so the Council will have to pursue other means to develop this
work.
Schools
Our two schools are an important and integral part of our
community. So it was most welcome that pupils at the schools
were so much a part of two community events of StrettFest in
July and the Christmas Lights Switch-On in November, with
Santa’s Grotto again proving popular, organised by Councillors
Sandra Baker and Hilary Luff. It was regretted that flooding
in the Park caused the cancellation of the Family Day in the
Spring. However, quite unexpectedly in August, a group of
local school leavers ran a Family Fun Day as part of their
engagement with the National Citizen Service to raise funds
for upgrading play equipment on Richard Robinson Field. This
event raised over £600.
Although the town has flourishing groups of Brownies,
Guides, Scouts and cadets, it was clear from a youth survey
some 18 months ago that more provision is needed. The
Council is now giving financial support to the recently-started
Youth Drama Group, the Loft Arts, at the Mayfair Centre. The
Council is also contributing funding to enable a youth club to
be re-started at the Mayfair Centre as soon as circumstances
permit.
Music and drama productions, not just at the schools but
at the Arts Festival and many other organisations, experienced
a great loss in September with the sudden death of Richard
Yeoman-Clark. He was a renowned sound and lighting
engineer who had given stalwart support to them all for over a
decade and more. It was typical of the man that he bequeathed
his recording studio equipment to Church Stretton School,
so younger generations can develop the skills he spent a
lifetime refining.
Continued overleaf...
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Church Stretton Town Council Annual Report continued
Climate Emergency
Like many others, the Council declared a climate emergency
last summer and is committed to reducing its carbon emissions.
It has embarked on an audit of its current emissions and
is building this commitment into all of its procurement
procedures and Standing Orders. The Council recognises that
the programme of work will have to be sustained over many
years, supporting community action on this agenda.
Covid-19 Emergency
Regrettably, this emergency has brought a halt to many of
the Council’s activities. The Council has sought to act in a
co-ordinating role in bringing together all of the many services,
organisations, businesses and voluntary groups, supporting
their tremendous collective effort, in which the Mayfair
Centre has played an outstanding part. The Village Societies
in All Stretton and Little Stretton were quick off the mark in
establishing local volunteer support systems. Cllr. Hickman
has been assiduously updating relevant information relating
to the Emergency on the Council’s website, as well as feeding
local social media, helpfully further circulated by Community
Messaging.

After unacceptable crowding at the Thursday Market in
mid-March, the Council took the difficult decision to suspend
the Market in the interests of community safety. It secured the
agreement of Shropshire Council to re-locate the two traders
of essential supplies from the Town Square to the much larger
Easthope Road car park. In addition, the Council has sought to
encourage and publicise more home delivery services, printing
and distributing a leaflet, collating together all the current local
home delivery services.
The Council is acutely aware of the need to encourage
residents to “Think Local” – to purchase from local businesses
rather than buying online from further afield. This is particularly
necessary here in Church Stretton, where the local economy is
so reliant on income from visitors, and where that income has
been abruptly interrupted. The survival of some businesses may
depend on the level of resident support through this crisis.
The Council is proud to represent a community which is
demonstrating once again that it has an amazing community
spirit, with abundant selfless volunteering to help the more
vulnerable. It is on that collective community spirit that we will
have to draw as we re-build together after this unprecedented
emergency.
Cllr. Bob Welch, Town Mayor

Old Church Stretton

A

n old Clayton Shuttleworth steam tractor
built in 1920 on its way to Russell’s Meadow
for the steam engine rally held most years
on August Bank Holiday between 1955 and 1968.
In the background is Somerville’s bakery, now
Kaboodle; Pearce’s grocery and confectionery,
recently Newsworld, now Mynd DIY and
W H Smith’s newsagent, now Severn Hospice.
Photo courtesy Stuart Wright
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Church Stretton
Taxis
Mervyn Price
Local pick-ups, Long or
short runs, Airport transfers.
Any job considered.

Call 07487 650889
Email: mervprice@
btinternet.com
www.churchstrettontaxi.com
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It is very important that all of our readers feel as
comfortable as possible about learning with Read Easy
which is why we have protected Cath’s true identity.

Read Easy Shropshire Hills
Local reading charity celebrates a successful first year
ead Easy Shropshire Hills which helps adults who
struggle with reading has got off to a flying start as it
celebrates its first year. In fact, with 10 local people
learning to read and 16 trained coaches the group has
exceeded all expectations.
It’s taken for granted that we all learned to read and write
at school, and that we all have the same reading ability.
However, many thousands of adults missed out on this
opportunity at the time when the basic foundations of
reading skills are learned. In fact, research shows that over
7% of adults have never learned to read. That’s a huge
number of people who can’t read forms or letters, follow
medicine instructions, or read a new recipe for example.

R

‘Learning to read with Read Easy has been amazing!’
These are the words that Cath uses to describe her feelings
about learning to read with our support. Cath is a local
farmer who had to rely on her family to complete all the
farm paperwork. She was introduced to Read Easy by a
friend who wanted to help and she became one of our first
new readers. As Cath says ‘At my age I never thought I’d
be doing anything like this. I have tried so many ways to
learn in the past but it has always been too difficult. I have a
fantastic teacher and I’ve really enjoyed being taught’.
Our free service is run by volunteers and is supported by
local shops, cafés and businesses who are happy to provide a
private space for coaching sessions. We match up each new
reader with a trained reading coach and they work together
through reading manuals at their own pace twice a week at a
time to suit them both. There’s no pressure and no exams to
worry about. It’s as easy as that!

Life changing results
After just a few short months Cath says “These lessons have
made a huge difference in my day-to-day life. It’s given
me more confidence to do things that I simply couldn’t
do before. Each Christmas we always get a card from my
husband’s cousin with a note inside. This year I read the
message automatically without even thinking about it – my
family were so impressed.”
Free coaching in South Shropshire and the Welsh borders.
It’s never too late to learn! If you know someone in the
local area who you think would benefit from our service,
we would love to hear from you. For a confidential
conversation please call Amana on 07707 762653 or email
shropshirehills@readeasy.org.uk.

I

Reflection in Coppice
Leasowes

t was that March day after our Prime Minister had
announced tough new restrictions on our freedom
to move and to shop. I had to pop to the shops; the
mood in our town was strange, eerily quiet. Yet, words I
heard were ‘peaceful’, ‘tranquil’, and, yes, ‘optimistic.’
That afternoon Mollie (our border terrier) and I
took our daily walk, this time to Coppice Leasowes
wood (east of the A49). It was a lovely spring day, the
sun shone warm from a cloudless sky. I was surrounded
by celandines, primroses and anemones. Even the hum
of the A49 traffic somehow enhanced the peace and
tranquillity of this place.
I remembered Pippa’s song: “The year’s at the spring,
And day’s at the morn, Morning’s at seven, The hillside’s
dew-pearl’d.” But I could not share Robert Browning’s
assertion that: “God’s in his heaven – All’s right with the
world.” Not with a world in such turmoil.
As I write this, Easter is just a couple of weeks away.
Good Friday will remind us that our God suffers with us
in our pain and grief. And Easter will remind us that the
light of love and truth still shines in the darkness.
Whatever the situation will be when this May
edition of Focus is published, I will remember sitting on
that bench in Coppice Leasowes, absorbing its peace and
tranquillity.
David Jandrell

Diana, Cath’s reading coach
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T

Self-Sufficiency for our Food Supply

his year will bring a profound change to humankind.
As we experience first-hand the devastating power
of nature, we also have the opportunity to examine
our contribution and begin to live differently. You may be
asking how we can be more self-sufficient in our new future.

Photo Credit: Steven Falk
Have you heard the sound of a bumblebee buzz pollinating?
Go into your garden, stop, look and listen. The low deep
buzz of a flying bumblebee, with more than 8,000 wingbeats
per minute, comes from the air rushing through the bee’s
breathing pores to supply oxygen to the wing muscles.
When she lands, the high pitched, high frequency buzz is
sonication (1). Some flowers produce pollen inside tubular,
pepper-pot like anthers. For pollen to be released, a bee must
vibrate the anther hard enough to dislodge the pollen. In
Britain, only bumblebees can do this, by vibrating their wing
muscles at a high frequency as they clasp the anther.
You may have heard about the human bee? It is
described perfectly by poet Carol Ann Duffy (2). Maybe
you believe that it is a tale from the pear orchards of
Sechuan in China, where intensive farming has all but
eradicated wild bees? Where farmers use locals to clamber in
the trees each spring armed with a paintbrush and a pot of
pollen, with which they hand pollinate every flower.
Until the early 80s, UK tomato growers had been hand
pollinating tomatoes – employing teams of labourers with
vibrating wands to touch every flower about three times a
week.
In 1985, Dr De Jonghe, a Belgian veterinarian, found
that placing a buff-tailed bumblebee nest in a greenhouse
full of tomatoes provided a remarkably effective pollination
service. And the quality and quantity of fruit produced
was higher when pollinated by bumblebees. In 1987 he
founded the company Biobest, a commercial producer of
bumblebees.
From 1988 tomato growers the world over turned to
using bumblebees to pollinate their crops. Bumblebeerearing factories quickly sprang up in Europe and then in
North America and Asia to cater for the demand. By the
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end of the millennium, bumblebee pollination had become
the industry standard for tomatoes in almost every country
in the world. There are an estimated 65,000 commercial
colonies imported into the UK each year to support the soft
fruit industry.
The change to bumblebee pollination has one
substantial advantage: growers have to be very careful in
their use of pesticides or else they risk killing their bees.
However, there are negative effects; the carbon footprint of
rearing factories and transportation of nests throughout the
world, the release of non-native bumblebees into the natural
environment. The latter raises questions that scientists are
urgently trying to answer. Both bumblebees and honey bees
are reared on a commercial scale.
How do escaped non-native pollinators affect the spread
of invasive plants? What is the impact of commercially
reared bumblebees on native bees? Is there evidence for
a global redistribution of bee disease around the globe?
Science takes time, but the evidence is accumulating and has
brought about some key changes.
The Bumblebee Conservation Trust (BBCT) (3) is a
worldwide leader in bumblebee conservation. Through
scientific study and lobbying, it has contributed towards
a change in UK policy and since 2015, the importation
of non-native bumblebee species into the UK has been
restricted by Natural England (4). It is still possible to apply
for an emergency licence to release non-native subspecies
of bumblebee in commercial glass-houses or poly-tunnels
for crop pollination, with measures to prevent the bees
escaping and a requirement to destroy the nest after 70
days. However, most tomato growers are now encouraged
to import native British Bombus terrestris audax (buff-tailed
bumblebee subspecies) nests, which aims to offer a very
significant reduction in the regulatory burden on growers.
So can we relax? It depends on whether you believe that
commercially reared bumblebees stay inside the greenhouse.
As this seems unlikely, there is still work to be done. The
BBCT are calling for improved legislation to prevent the
release of imported bumblebees, agreement on which
pathogens should be tested for, how to test for them and
sterilisation of pollen feed.
Have you been tempted to buy a bumblebee nest?
Maybe to educate a child or to enjoy in your garden? I have.
We can play our part in changing this. A garden planted
for pollinators takes time, but is full of rewards. A garden
that can welcome all 250 UK species of bee and provide
sustainable forage offers a self-sufficient future. The BBCT
BeeKind (5) tool will help you achieve this. Take time to
stop, look and listen. I’m only just beginning to see what is
in my garden and it has the capacity to touch the soul.
On 3rd July 2019, my husband spotted a bilberry
bumblebee at Pole Bank on the Long Mynd. I saw a bilberry
bumblebee on heavily grazed white clover, seeking nectar in
a foraging gap. So I knocked on the door of the National
Trust and it opened – wide. The ‘Bumblebees on the Mynd’
project was born and eventually led to the CEO of the
Bumblebee Conservation Trust coming to Cardingmill
Valley on 16th March 2020, the night everything changed.
Too late to cancel our meeting, it became the catalyst for
change, the opportunity for people to go outdoors and focus
on this rare and beautiful bee, within current government
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guidelines. I will tell you more about the project in the June
edition of Focus. In the meantime, you can contact me at
bumblebeesonthemynd@gmail.com, where an autoreply
will provide more information.
Debbie Vivers
References
1. https://www.bumblebeeconservation.org/bee-faqs/buzzpollination/
2. https://sullensunkenmoon.org/pear-tree-poetry/thehuman-bee-carol-ann-duffy/

3. https://www.bumblebeeconservation.org
4. https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/
uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/376743/beawml-cl22.pdf
5. https://beekind.bumblebeeconservation.org
Further reading
1. Goulson, Dave. 2014. A Sting in the Tale. Vintage Books
2. Comont, Richard. 2017. RSPB Spotlight Bumblebees.
Bloomsbury Natural History

Stretton Area Community Wildlife Group
Swifts in the Strettons 2020
he Strettons’ swift population will be making an
appearance in May. Data will still be collected on
the breeding colony this year but in a different
format. If you know of a swift nest(s) I would love to
hear from you. Please contact Julie Cowley via: email
grahamandjuliecowley@gmail.com or phone 722310.

T

Have you seen or heard Curlew or Lapwing?

Bird surveys have been suspended because of the
Government’s coronavirus restrictions, but we still want to
collect as much information as possible about the number
and distribution of curlew [photo] and lapwing in the area.
If you see or hear either, from the beginning of April until
the end of July, please contact Leo Smith (leo@leosmith.org.
uk, 01694 720296).

more observations here in recent years, and the Strettons
Area Community Wildlife Group has now started its own
Dipper Project.
Dippers are very territorial, so we need a better
understanding of which streams in our area they inhabit,
and their favoured locations, before putting up boxes.
Dippers inhabit fast flowing streams with rapids, small
waterfalls and gravelly beds, and the Shropshire Hills,
particularly in the Teme catchment, is the County
stronghold. They feed exclusively on larvae collected on
the stream bed (they don’t take invertebrates from bankside
vegetation, like grey wagtails do), and they take readily
to nest boxes. Several other Community Wildlife Groups
have put up boxes, and shown that they help increase the
population, partly by providing new nest sites on suitable
stretches of stream which otherwise lack them, and partly
by protecting the eggs and chicks from predators, so the
average number of fledged young per nest increases. Nest
building usually starts in early April, and young are being
fed in late April or early May, so that is the best time to
locate breeding pairs. Some pairs raise two broods.

Dipper Project in the Strettons Area

Dippers were absent from most of the Strettons area since
the 1980s, but the population increase across the whole of
the Teme catchment as a result of the nest boxes has led to
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Many dippers have colour-rings like the one in the
photo. Please look for colour-rings and tell us when you
report the bird(s) whether you saw any rings (or if you were
sure they didn’t have any). The letter and two numbers on
each ring are unique, so if we can read the ring, we add to
what we know of the life history of the bird.
If you see a dipper, and especially if you see one or a pair
regularly, or evidence of breeding behaviour, or you know of
a nest site, please contact Leo Smith (leo@leosmith.org.uk,
01694 720296).

43

17/04/2020 11:41

Jason Gough
computing services
Hardware - Software
Consultancy
Repairs - Installation - Support
For Business and Home users
Over 20 Year’s Experience in the IT Industry

Contact Jason Gough on 01694 724752
Email: jason.gough@jg-compservices.com
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Churches in the Strettons
ANGLICAN CHURCH (The United Parish of St Laurence, Church Stretton, with St Michael & All Angels, All
Stretton, and All Saints, Little Stretton) Rector: Rev’d Steve Johnson (Tel: 722585)
Website: www.strettonparish.org.uk
Sunday Services
Holy Communion (a quiet reflective service) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  8.00 am
Morning Worship
Holy Communion every Sunday, except Morning Prayer on 4th Sunday. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  9.30 am
Refreshments in Parish Centre. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10.20 until 11.05 am
Informal Service (Communion on 4th Sunday). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  11.15 am
All ages 1st Sunday; children go out to groups other Sundays
Crèche facilities provided with this service every Sunday
Groups for children and youth groups on all but 1st Sunday, when all ages stay together
Evening Worship. (On 4th Sunday Holy Communion with special prayers for Healing). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  6.00 pm
Hot Chocolate Club - For all pupils in Church Stretton School. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Mondays 12.30 - 1.15 pm
Oasis - For pupils in years 7-9 in Church Stretton School who would like to explore faith. Tuesdays 12.30 - 1.15 pm
Youthzone - Sunday mornings during 11.05 service for 11-16yrs (except 1st Sunday in month); Meet in Church
Young people (11+): Contact the Office on 724224 or Sally Clilverd: sally@strettonparish.org.uk
Weekday Activities: Many house groups and activities are held throughout the week. Contact the Parish Office
for details or see church notice boards or leaflets in church.
Thursdays: Holy Communion. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  11.30 am
All Saints, Little Stretton. A traditional Sunday Service is held each Sunday
Week 1:
Evening Prayer. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  3.00 pm
Weeks 2, 4 and 5: Holy Communion. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  11.00 am
Week 3:
Morning Prayer. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  11.00 am
St Michael’s & All Angels, All Stretton (Local Ecumenical Partnership with URC) Contact: 724224
Sunday Services
Week 1: Morning Worship
10.30 am
Week 2: Holy Communion (Anglican)
10.30 am
Week 3: Morning Worship
10.30 am
Week 4: Holy Communion (URC)
10.30 am
Week 5: Holy Communion (Traditional Anglican)
10.30 am
The Parish Office is in the Parish Centre, Church St. (Tel: 724224).
Open 9am to 12.30pm Monday to Friday
Secretary: Jo Aze. Email: office@strettonparish.org.uk
METHODIST CHURCH Minister: Rev’d David Lavender (Tel: 07968 093608)
Website: www.churchstretton-methodistchurch.org.uk
Hall bookings: Carole Coles (Tel: 724958)
Sunday Services
Morning Service
10.30 am
Weekday Activities: Mondays: Craft and Conversation. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10.00am - 12.00noon
2nd Tuesday in month: Wives and Friends group. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  7.30 pm
Wednesdays: Prayer Group. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.30 - 2.00pm
Wednesdays: Network . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2.30 pm
Wednesdays: Babies and toddlers. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  10.00 am
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS (QUAKERS) Co-clerks: Lesley Richards and Charles West (Tel: 722068)
Email: csqm@gorswen.co.uk
Sundays: Meetings for Worship in the Silvester Horne Committee Room; Children on 4th Sunday in month. . 10.30 am
For details of home discussion groups please telephone the Clerks.
ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH Priest: Canon Jonathan Mitchell (Tel: 01694 658091)
St Milburga’s, Church Stretton
Email: stmilburga@gmail.com
Sunday:
Mass . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  9.15 am
Wednesday - Friday: Daily Mass. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  9.30 am
Saturday:
Evening Mass . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  6.00 pm
Catholic Women’s League meets on the 2nd Thursday of each month following the morning Mass at 9.30.
St Walburga’s, Plowden
Sunday Mass . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  11.00 am
UNITED REFORMED CHURCH Minister: (vacant)
Website: churchstretton.urc.org.uk
Sunday Services
Worship, with Activity Club for children, followed by refreshments in the church hall. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  10.30 am
(On the 1st Sunday in month worship includes Holy Communion)
Weekday Activities
Mondays:
(Week 1) Ladies’ Group . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2.30 pm
Wednesdays:
(Week 1) Ladies’ Link. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  7.30 pm
Wednesdays:
Half hour meeting for prayer and discussion. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  9.30 am
Church Contact: Tel: 722123; Email: urcchurchstretton@gmail.com; Room hire: Tel: 722092
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Clubs and Societies in Church Stretton with names of Secretary and contact details
Allotment Gardens Association
Alan Mileson
723999 amileson@lineone.net
All Stretton Village Hall
Liz Cinnamon
07790 527673 www.allstrettonvillagehall.org.uk
All Stretton History Society
Ruth Grafton
723187 janegra@waitrose.com
All Stretton Village Society
Caroline Crump
723283 carolinecrump68@icloud.com
Alzheimers Carer’s Support (Mayfair)
Jackie Pennington
722077 [Monthly, 2nd Friday, 2.00pm] www.mayfaircentre.org
Amnesty, Church Stretton Group
Barbara Parnell
720040
Ancient Greek Study Group
David Langslow
723538 stretlang@gmail.com
Archers, Long Mynd
Sue Williamson
722767 sue@chelmickforge.co.uk
Army Cadet Force, Longmynd Valley
Sgt Grey		
Arthritis Support Group
Ann Bednall
724804 gwab25@gmail.com
ArtsAlive (Church Stretton)
Michael Walker
720132 fontenay1@btinternet.com
Arts Festival, Church Stretton & South Shropshire
Gloria Carter
724106 carter555@f2s.com
Badminton Club (Monday 8-10pm)
Mike Rounsefell
724162 midiblue@tiscali.co.uk
Badminton Club (Junior and Adult, Wednesday)
Alan Fox
725588 alandavidfox@live.co.uk
Beacon (Activities and Care at Mayfair)
Joy King
722077 (Mayfair) www.mayfaircentre.org.uk
Books (Mayfair Shop)
Tony Crowe
723292
Book Sales (Mayfair/Rotary)
Sue Hird
724235 smhird@btinternet.com
Bowling Club, Church Stretton Probus
Glyn Morgan
722388 crocrus2@tiscali.co.uk
Bowling Club, Indoor
Alan Mileson
723999 amileson@lineone.net
Bowling Club, Ladies’
Mrs M Paine
722489
Breathing Space (Singing for health and wellbeing)
Kate Buttolph
720358 kate@playonperformingarts.co.uk
Bridge Club (Thursday 1-5pm, All Stretton Vlge Hall) Dom Wilson
723128 www.bridgewebs.com/churchstretton
Bridleways Association, Long Mynd and District
Lynn Townsend
722667
Brownies, Church Stretton
Judy Russell
724056 davejudy1@googlemail.com
Busy Bees Preschool
Church Stretton School
722209
Camera Club, Long Mynd
Amanda Page		 secretary@longmyndcameraclub.co.uk
Cancer Research UK
Sue Toghill
722713 susantoghill@outlook.com
Cancer Support Group, Stretton
Lesley McIntyre
723427
Chamber of Trade, Church Stretton
Stuart Wright
722237
Chess Club, Church Stretton
Tom Williamson
722767 tswilliamson337@gmail.com
Choral Society, Stretton
Ru Trew
724297 strettonchoral@gmail.com; www.strettonchoral.org.uk
Churches Together
Lesley Richards
722068
Church Stretton School Theatre
Alan Fox
725588 or 07977 060303; alandavidfox@live.co.uk
Citizens Advice Bureau
c/o Mayfair
722077 (Mayfair) [Thursdays] www.mayfaircentre.org.uk
Civic Society, The Strettons
Charles Simmonds
724117 candp.simmonds@googlemail.com
Civil Service Retirement Fellowship, C S Group
John Brewer
722965
Climate Care, Stretton
David Howard
722904
Country Market (ex WI)
Ann Lloyd
07889 143057 or (01694) 731274
Credit Union
c/o Mayfair
722077 (Mayfair) [Wednesdays] www.mayfaircentre.org.uk
Cricket Club
Todd Cornehls
07807 160860 toddcornehls@hotmail.com
Croquet Club
Fane Conant
722610 fanesue@aol.com; www.churchstrettoncroquet.org.uk
Cub Scouts, Longmynd (Tuesday Pack)
Jane Wrench
723923 janewrench2@gmail.com
Cub Scouts, Longmynd (Wednesday Pack)
Andrew Spurling
723429 aspurling@btinternet.com
Darts, Church Stretton and District League
Mark Davies (Verd)
07588 517955 verddavies72@gmail.com
Dementia Carers’ Support
Emma Wilde
01743 341800
Dominoes, Church Stretton and District League
Martin Salisbury
723253
Dramatic Society, All Stretton Amateur
Eric Huff
723706 mail@plush-hill.co.uk
Explorer Scouts
Angie Walshaw
723477 angiewalshaw@hotmail.com
Extend (Gentle Exercise) Mayfair
Nicola Daniels
722077 [Thursday mornings] www.mayfaircentre.org.uk
Fitness Instructor
Pam Allsop
723899 pamallsop@churchway.plus.com
Fitness for the Young at Heart
Pam Allsop
723899 pamallsop@churchway.plus.com
Flicks in the Sticks (All Stretton)
Kate Latchford
723378 terri@artsalive.co.uk
Flicks in the Sticks (Church Stretton)
Eric and Lesley Brown
724330 ec.brown@btinternet.com
Football Club, Church Stretton Town
Nick Cole
724362 nick@eloc.eclipse.co.uk
Football Club, Magpies (5-16 years old)		
07816 686139 enquiries@csmfc.co.uk
Football Club, Stretton Red Rovers (6-15 years old)
Martin Watts
723543 contact@redrovers.org.uk
Friends of Church Stretton Library
Sheila Davies
723455 www.strettonlibraryfriends.org.uk
Gardening Club, Acton Scott
Terri Clegg
781572 actonscottgc@gmail.com
Gardening Club, Church Stretton & District
Evelyn Dapling
723648 evedapling@waitrose.com
Gliding, Midlands Gliding Club Ltd
Office
01588 650206 office@midlandgliding.club
Golf Club
James Townsend
722281 secretary@churchstrettongolfclub.co.uk
Good Neighbours Care Group
Office
724242
Guiding, 2nd Church Stretton
Jane Hurst
771622 janehurst77@hotmail.co.uk
Hockey Club, Stretton Juniors (5-15 years old)
Martin Watts
723543 mlwatts@yahoo.co.uk
Hope Bowdler Hand Bell Ringers
Ruth Jenkins
724919
Horse Show, Church Stretton
Sarah Davies
771370 daviesblackhurst@aol.com
Interfaith Forum, South Shropshire
Canon Noel Beattie
725530
Inner Wheel Club, Church Stretton
Anne Tipper
771808 anne.tipper@gmail.com
Judo, Junior
Roger Houston
01743 358415 RogerHoustonJudo@aol.com
Karate Club
Dave Shephard
724212 daveshepard1379@gmail.com
Keep Fit, Stretton
Lisa Ryan
751369
Languages Group
David Langslow
723538 stretlang@gmail.com
Lesbian & Bisexual Women, Border Women Social Group			 borderwomen.net
Line Dancing
Dave Bishop
07527 264846 southerncrossldc@gmail.com
Lions Club, Middle Marches
Brian Dawson
01584 831508 thefirs38@btinternet.com
Local History Group
Madeline Haigh
723627 csalhg@outlook.com
Long Mynd Adventure Camp
Peter Jenkins
724919
Martial Arts, Freestyle		
07852 961675 freestylemartiaarts.com/stretton
Masonic Lodge (Caer Caradoc)
Graham Williams
07939 109726 caercaradoclodge@gmail.com
Masonic Lodge (Longmynd)
Charles Hennell
01584 856716 charles@hennell.net; www.longmyndlodge.org.uk
Maysi Project
Jenny Englefield
722077 information@mayfaircentre.org.uk
Methodist Church Network Group
Stella Jandrell
724531 daj1956scp@btinternet.com
Mothers’ Union, Church Stretton
Diana Coles
723548
Music: Strettons Classical Music Group
Barbara Hall
724578
Ornithological Society, Stretton Branch
David John
724772 dalison@hotmail.co.uk
Parish Paths Partnership
John Goyne
723914 johngoyne@btinternet.com
Parkinson’s UK
Heather Broughton
01743 718174 parky@twood.net
Photography, Marches Independent
Geoff Taylor
723301 gtaylor.photo@btinternet,com
Pilates (exercise)
Sandra Liebrecht
781660 selenaorme@yahoo.co.uk
Pride of Place, Church Stretton
Trevor Halsey		 trevorhalsey@btinternet.com
Probus, Strettondale
Alan Stockbridge
722317 alan.stockbridge@btinternet.com
Rail User’s Association, Church Stretton
Alison Bradley
722138 www.strettonrailusers.org.uk
Radio Control Model Club, Church Stretton
Tim Goodwin
720392 tmgdwn@gmail.com
RAF Roundel Club
John L Davies
724703

46

52,56,60 Yellow.indd 2

May 2020

Stretton Focus

17/04/2020 11:43

Rainbows, Church Stretton
Mary Procter
723469
Ramblers, The South Shropshire Group
Darren
07837 021138
Rangers (Girl Guides) Church Stretton Group
Ana Ireland
723390
Readers Group at the Library
Felicity
722535
RNLI
Brian Bradley
722138
Rotary Club of Church Stretton
Len Bolton
724579
Royal British Legion
Les Mackey
724992
Rugby Club, Church Stretton Samurai
Martyn Longhurst		
Rushbury and Cardington WI
Kaye Smith
771554
Save the Children
Ann Hurst
771622
Scottish Dancers, Stretton
David Thomas
722107
Scouts, 2nd Longmynd Group
Terry Davies
723477
Scrappies - Shropshire Children’s Scrapstore		
328508
Shropshire Strummers
Adrian Thomas
724657
Singers, The More Singers
Deborah Croom-Johnson 07495 112795
Singers, Stretton Community
Kate Buttolph
07974 382989
Soaring Association, Long Mynd (model gliders)
Tim Goodwin
720392
Soaring Club, Long Mynd (Hangliding & paragliding)
Tim Dunn
01588 672919
Stepping Stones Nursery
Anne Arkwright
722341
Stretton Players
Simon Cleaton
07510 390981
Stroke Group, Church Stretton and District
Hilary Parker
723419
Swing Band, Stretton
Jamie Wrench
723923
Table Tennis, Church Stretton
Leisure Centre
720051
Table Tennis, Leebotwood
Will Priestley
724223
Table Tennis, Rushbury
Ian Pennington
771410
T’ai Chi
Marc Lacey
722077
Taiko Drumming
James Barrow
720169
Taoist Tai Chi, Longmynd
Jo Lendon
01743 369787
Teme Leisure
Sue Wells
720051
Tennis Club
Claire Hatfield
720123
Theatre & Concert Group, Stretton
Jenny or Graham Heath
722216
Thursday Lunch Club (Ley Gardens)
Margaret Hamer
722407
Traidcraft (fairly traded goods)
Maureen Clow
722000
Tree Group, Church Stretton
Hilary Hymas
723208
Tuesday Day Centre, Church Stretton
Liz Evans
328612
United Nations Association, C S Branch
Ruth Davies
724304
University of the Third Age (U3A)
Lesley Brown
724330
Upright and Active (falls prevention strength & balance) c/o Mayfair
722077
Walking for Health
Nicola Daniels
722077
Walking Football
Ken Willis
328514
Wildlife Group, SACWG, Community
Penny Bienz
724853
Wildlife Trust, Strettons Branch
Wally Blake
724040
Women’s Group, Church Stretton 1990
Jaki Moores
722940
Women’s Institute, CS Marmaladies WI
Carol Greswell
07803 581580
Women’s Inst., Rushbury and Cardington
Kaye Smith
771554
Women’s Institute, All Stretton
Heather Hathaway
722537
Yoga (Mayfair)
c/o Mayfair
722077
Youth @ St Laurence’s
Sally Clilverd
724224

mgprocter@btinternet.com
anaireland001@gmail.com
churchstretton.library@shropshire.gov.uk
b.glenmoar@gmail.com
len_bolton100@btinternet.com
sulesmackey@btinternet.com
martynlonghurst@hotmail.com
ann.hurst46@gmail.com
mrterrydavies@hotmail.com
info@scrappies.org
adrianuke@googlemail.com
Annturner512@hotmail.com
kate@playonperformingarts.co.uk
info@lmsa.org.uk www.lmsa.org.uk
coaching@longmynd.org
strettonplayers@gmail.com
jamie.wrench@lineone.net
ianpennington133@btinternet.com
(Mayfair) www.mayfaircentre.org.uk
James@taikowest.com
jolendon@hotmail.co.uk
info@teme-leisure.co.uk
mail@strataassociates.co.uk
heath@knollcrest.co.uk; strettontheatreandconcert.net
(or Dawn Longmore 722328)
hilaryhymas7@gmail.com
daviescs@btinternet.com
u3asites.org.uk/churchstretton/contact
(Mayfair) www.mayfaircentre.org.uk
(Mayfair) www.mayfaircentre.org.uk
gordonwillis@go-plus.net
sacwg@shropscwgs.org.uk
ganjax@btinternet.com
marmaladieswi@gmail.com
kayerubetta.smith@btinternet.com
allstrettonwi@gmail.com
(Mayfair) www.mayfaircentre.org.uk
sally@strettonparish.org.uk

Additions and corrections to this list should be addressed to: The Editor, Stretton Focus, by email: editor@strettonfocus.co.uk

Church Stretton Town Councillors

Town Clerk: Danny Chetwood RFO: Beverley Clarke Office Hours: Monday to Friday 10.00am - 1.00pm and 2.00 - 4.30pm
Council Office: 60 High Street, Church Stretton SY6 6BY. Tel: 722113, Fax: 723608. email: secretary@churchstretton-tc.gov.uk
South Ward		
North Ward		 Little Stretton Ward
Mark Morris
722741
David Wilks
723139 Mike Walker (Deputy Mayor) 720132
Hilary Claytonsmith 781666
Michael Braid
723364 Colin Carson
722784
Lee Chapman
723965 or 07458 117559 Bob Welch (Mayor)
722998 All Stretton Ward
Hilary Luff
724270
Nicola Carter
07581 300498 Richard Hickman
722006 or 07944 505146
Lyn Antill
07734 294909			 Sandra Baker
724394
Shropshire (Unitary) Councillors for the Area
David Evans
01588 672179
email: david.evans@shropshire.gov.uk
Lee Chapman
723965 or 07458 117559 email: Lee.chapman@shropshire.gov.uk, Leechapman.cstc@gmail.com (for CS tc business)
MP for Ludlow Constituency: Philip Dunne, 54 Broad St, Ludlow, SY8 1GP, 01584 872187.
StettonDale Local Joint Committee (Details pending)
Responsibilities for Public Services
Domestic rubbish: Shropshire Council
0345 678 9007
Street cleaning: Shropshire Council
0345 678 9006
Electricity power failure:
105
Gas emergencies
0800 111999
Last collection at Family Shopper letter box Weekdays 6.00pm, Saturdays 12.00 noon, No collection Sundays and Bank Holidays
Some useful numbers
Medical Centre		
Church Stretton School
722209
appointments and general enquiries 722127
St Lawrences C of E Primary School
722682
out of hours
111
Sports and Leisure Centre (Teme Leisure)
720051
NHS Choices
111
Church Stretton Library
722535
Ring and Ride
720025
South Shropshire Furniture Scheme
01584 877751
Shropshire Council (Shrewsbury)
0345 678 9000
Domestic Abuse Helpline: 0800 783 1359 - 24hr support
Visitor Information Centre and Shropshire Customer First Point: 723133
South Shropshire Housing Association: 0300 3031190 (Housing and Support)
Police - Non emergency only 101, Emergency 999
Local Police Team Message Service (not to be used for crime or emergencies): 01743 264773 or csca.snt@westmercia.pnn.police.uk
Safer Neighbourhood Team (SNT): Inspector Nicola Roberts [223695]: Tel 101 ext 4630; Sergeant Kapil Pindoria [21284]: Tel 101 ext 66601
Police Community Support Officers (PCSOs):
Lisa Thomas [226064]: 07870 163208; David Baron [226417]: 07870 163156; Julia St-John Martin [224002]: 07870 163199
Neighbourhood Watch Crime stoppers: 0800 555 111. Twitter: @SouthShropCops
Police Station now closed, but there is a 24 hour telephone service there connected to another centre.
Support at Mayfair Community Centre - run by the Community for the Community 722077
For activities and support groups at Mayfair, please refer to the entries under ‘Clubs and Societies’ and to their advertisement.
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Stretton Directory: Index to Advertisers
Accommodation
see Hotels, B&B, Self Catering
Accountants and Bookkeeping
James, Holyoak & Parker.......... 14
RLW Accountants...................... 14

Cleaning and House Care
Cleanrite Services..................... 13
In Depth Cleaning...................... 13
Shaw Clean............................... 13
Shropshire Sweep..................... 13
Stanton Sweeps........................ 13
Stretton Cleaning....................... 13

Architects, Town Planning
Christopher Roscoe Assocs...... 14
Strata Associates....................... 14

Clocks and Fine Art Restoration
Stretton Fine Art Restoration..... 49

Bathrooms
see Kitchens, Bathrooms

Clothes
Entertaining Elephants.............. 23

Beauty, Slimming
see Hairdressers, Health, Beauty

Coaches
Caradoc Coaches...................... 39

Bed & Breakfast, Self Catering
see Hotels, B&B, Self Catering

Community Centre
Mayfair....................................... 17

Bookshop
Burway Books........................... 50

Computing, Graphic and Web
Design
Jason Gough............................. 44
Nic Sansom............................... 44
Stretton Internet......................... 44
Webbex Technical Services....... 44

Builders, Plant & Equipment
A J Lewis-Price.......................... 34
A Morgan................................... 33
A P Property Services................ 33
A.2.Z Construction..................... 29
Ben Homden............................. 33
David Spencer........................... 29
E J & G J Groom....................... 34
Farmer Plant Services............... 33
Gary Paris................................. 33
Joe Drury................................... 29
John Hammond......................... 34
K J Morris.................................. 33
Mark Terry.................................. 29
Morris Maintenance................... 33
Paul Tinsley............................... 34
Peter Tip’s Tipper....................... 29
Ryder Home Improvements...... 33
Sherratt Builders........................ 34
SMM.......................................... 33
Town & Country Roofing............ 29
Cafés
see Restaurants, Cafés, Pubs
Calor Gas
A & B Smith............................... 49
Cards and Gifts
Entertaining Elephants.............. 23
Stretton Print & Supplies........... 44
Care - Homes and At Home
Bluebird Care............................ 21
Morris Care................................ 21
Carpenters & Joiners
E J & G J Groom....................... 34
J R Callwood............................. 34
John Hammond......................... 34
Mark Terry.................................. 29
Paul Forrester............................ 34

Cycle Repairs
Go Cycling................................. 53
Decorators
see Painters, Decorators
DIY & Hardware
Cyril Bason Hardware................. 9
Stretton DIY................................. 9
The Door Knocker Company....... 9
Domestic Appliances & Repairs
A & B Smith............................... 49
Continental Fireplaces............... 49
Norman Jones........................... 49
Electrical Services, Lighting
Boxall’s Electrician..................... 50
Charles Ephraim........................ 50
M C Electrical............................ 50
Stephen Morgan........................ 50
Wheatley Electrical.................... 50
Estate Agents
Howie Kent................................ 41
Miller Evans............................... 41
Wrights Estate Agents............... 41
Financial Services & Insurance
Caleb Roberts........................... 27
Crown Wealth Management...... 27
NFU Mutual............................... 14
Philippa Gee.............................. 27
Wrights Yorkshire Building Soc.. 27

Occasional Adverts not indexed

Integral Gardens........................ 60
John Stephens Services............ 60
Keith Warrington........................ 60
Kevin Fryer................................ 60
Paul Forrester............................ 34
Paul Tinsley............................... 34
Peter Tip’s Tipper....................... 29
Shropshire Lawn Co.................. 60
Stretton DIY................................. 9
Tidy Garden............................... 60
Town & Country Roofing............ 29
Unique Landscapes................... 60
Garden Machinery
Newington Garage.................... 39
Stretton DIY................................. 9
Hairdressers, Health, Beauty
Anthony’s Hair Studio................ 39
Health & Beauty Clinic............... 56
Kate Schenk.............................. 39
Middletons................................. 39
Shampers.................................. 39
Health, Therapies
see also Chiropodists &
Physiotherapists
Amanda Bedding....................... 56
Birch Tree Reflexology.............. 56
Bodylogic Mobile Massage........ 56
Cate Gowlett.............................. 56
Mandy Mason............................ 56
Mayfair....................................... 17
Will Southee.............................. 56
Hobbies
Burway Books........................... 50
Debbie Cawte............................ 23
Philip Hooper............................. 23
Sparkle Balloons....................... 50
The Prolific Crafter.................... 49
Home & Garden
Sparkle Balloons....................... 50
The Garden Room..................... 50
The Prolific Crafter.................... 49
Home Furnishings
Abbey Carpets........................... 49
Louise Watney........................... 49
Hotels, B&B and Self Catering
Eaton Manor.............................. 13
Mynd House.............................. 13
Willowbatch............................... 13
House and Garden Clearance
Peter Tip’s Tipper....................... 29
Insurance
see Financial Services, Insurance

Florist
John R Thomas......................... 50

Keep Fit
see Health, Therapies, Keep Fit

Carpets
Abbey Carpets........................... 49

Food, Delicatessen
Entertaining Elephants.............. 23
van doesburg’s.......................... 23

Kennels
see Pet Food, Pet Care

Catteries and Kennels
see Pet Food, Pet Care

Funeral Director
A S Morris and Son................... 17

Chemist
Hillside Pharmacy...................... 53

Furniture Restoration
J R Callwood............................. 34

Child Care
Hilary’s Childcare....................... 14

Garage Services
Burway Garage......................... 39
Central Garage.......................... 39
MOT Clinic................................. 39

Chiropodists
Caroline Crump......................... 53
Crown Podiatry.......................... 53
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Garden Design, Services,
Supplies
Ben Carter................................. 60
Ben Homden............................. 33
Church Stretton Tree Surgery... 60
Farmer Plant Services............... 33

Outdoor Clothing and
Equipment
The Outdoor Depot.................... 53
Painters & Decorators
Andrew Webster.......................... 9
D R Tipton................................... 9
E B Jones.................................... 9
G H Jones & Son......................... 9
Paul Forrester............................ 34
Roger Lucas................................ 9
Pest Control
Chris Sansom............................ 60
Keith Warrington........................ 60
Pet Food and Pet Care
John R Thomas......................... 50
Netley Kennels.......................... 27
Pharmacy
Hillside Pharmacy...................... 53
Physiotherapists
Chris Turner............................... 53
Marion Murdoch........................ 53
Physio Pilates............................ 53
Piano Tuner and Repairs
Philip Hooper............................. 23
Plumbers, Heating
A P Property Services................ 33
Gary Paris................................. 33
Homefix..................................... 17
J Morris...................................... 21
John Hammond......................... 34
K & J Davies Gas Services....... 17
Lee Brown................................. 21
Morris Maintenance................... 33
Peter Floyd................................ 17
Ryder Home Improvements...... 33
SMM.......................................... 33
Whitfield Plumbing..................... 21
Whiting Heating......................... 17
Printing, Copying, Photo
Products
Craven Design & Print............... 44
Marshbrook Print....................... 44
Stretton Print & Supplies........... 44
Restaurants, Cafés, Pubs
Berry’s....................................... 23
Royal Oak, Cardington.............. 23
The Loft..................................... 23
Shopping Services
Vindicus..................................... 23
Skip Hire
John Stephens Services............ 60
Peter Tip’s Tipper....................... 29
Solicitors
FBC Manby Bowdler................. 41
PCB Solicitors........................... 41

Kitchens, Bathrooms
A J Lewis-Price.......................... 34
A.2.Z Construction..................... 29
Homefix..................................... 17
John Hammond......................... 34
Lee Brown................................. 21
Mark Terry.................................. 29
Paul Forrester............................ 34
Ryder Home Improvements...... 33
SMM.......................................... 33

Storage
Craven Self-Storage.................. 23
Self-Storage Containers............ 23

Logs & Charcoal
Kevin Fryer................................ 60

Tree Surgery
Church Stretton Tree Surgery... 60

Mobility
Stretton Mobility Store............... 17

Watches, Batteries, Straps
The Outdoor Depot.................... 53

Sweep
Shropshire Sweep..................... 13
Stanton Sweeps........................ 13
Taxi
Church Stretton Taxis................ 39

Window Cleaning
Handyman Services.................. 13
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Norman Jones Domestic Appliances
REPAIRS & SALES
WASHERS - DRYERS - DISHWASHERS

COOKERS - OVENS - HOBS
Built In/Freestanding
Pete 07971 252069
07816 875233

Ansaphone 01588 638677

ABBEY CARPETS
(Mark & Jane Brain)

12 Beaumont Rd. Church Stretton SY6 6BN
01694 722719 07527 886531
Over 35 yrs experience is our quality fitting guarantee
Personal Service throughout
Home Choose Available
Saturday appointments by arrangement

Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 9.30 - 4pm
www.abbeycarpetsltd.co.uk
Email: jane@abbeycarpetsltd.co.uk

Stretton Fine Art
Restoration
Oils, Watercolours,
Prints etc
Free quotations
We have a
comprehensive selection
of paintings for sale.
Phone to view without
obligation

01694 722057
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Charles
Ephraim

Electrical
Installations
Est 1974

8 Wall Bank,
Wall-under-Heywood

Tel: 01694 771381

ros.ephraim@btconnect.com

WHEATLEY ELECTRICAL
ELECTRICAL INSTALLATION CONTRACTOR
INSPECTION & TEST PORTABLE APPLIANCE TESTING
LANDLORD'S INSPECTION & CERTIFICATION
NEW BUILD EXTENSIONS REWIRES
UPDATING OF CONSUMER UNITS (FUSEBOARDS)
SHOWERS EXTRA SOCKETS SECURITY LIGHTING
NO JOB TOO SMALL

51 HIGH STREET, CHURCH STRETTON
TEL: 01694 328305 MOBILE: 07939 571201
EMAIL:
PETEWHEATLEY@
HOTMAIL.CO.UK
ELECSA REG NO: EPP34178

BURWAY
BOOKS

for BOOKS and MAPS

Our delightful bookshop stocks a huge variety of
adult and children’s titles and if you can’t see what
you want on the shelves we can normally get it for
you within 24-48 hours.
Our knowledgeable booksellers are here to help you.
See our website for news of book groups and
author events www.burwaybooks.co.uk
(NB we do not stock second-hand books)
18 Beaumont Road, Church Stretton, SY6 6BN
Tel: 01694 723388, email: ros.ephraim@btconnect.com
50
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Catholic Voice

I

am writing this from my home. Like
countless men and women, in our country,
the coronavirus pandemic has limited the
physical scope of my life at this time.
It feels like being on a spiritual retreat, albeit one
surrounded by my personal belongings, my books, and my
music. Spiritual retreats often involve removing oneself to a
place where life is simplified. The props of daily existence:
those that are important, and those which are simply
distractions, are removed. This allows space and time for
God and a refocusing on the important aspects of life with
him.
During this time of self-isolation and social distancing,
those things that we have taken for granted appear in sharp
relief. The ability to be with family and friends, to walk into
a shop, to buy food and goods without any shortage, to
go out and socialise, to work out in the gym, to work, and
to gather and pray in church. Freedoms that many people
in the world have never enjoyed. This awareness, whilst a
deprivation now, may turn into a blessing when this crisis is
over.

Amnesty International:
Ali is Free!!

C

hurch Stretton group has been campaigning for six
years for the release of Ali Aarrass (pictured before
his imprisonment) and we were absolutely thrilled to
receive this e-mail on April 3rd from Amnesty UK.
“I am pleased to announce that Ali Aarrass was released
from prison in Morocco at 9am yesterday morning. After
12 long years in prison, Ali is finally released. We thank
everyone who has campaigned on his behalf and taken the
time to demand justice in his case.”
Ali is a Moroccan-Belgian citizen who had been
tortured, held in solitary confinement for prolonged periods
and denied urgent medical treatment. We have written
many letters on Ali’s behalf to the Moroccan government,
to the prison authorities and to Ali himself. We’ve also
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It is wonderful to see neighbours speaking and helping
one another, people acknowledging one another across
the street or waving through windows, those who have
volunteered to look after the vulnerable and less able, and
the inventive ways of connecting with our families and
friends; and joining together in prayer from our homes and
showing our appreciation for those who are leading the
fight in medical care and seeking a cure or vaccine. All these
actions are seeds that have been born in our lives that have
been curtailed for the time being.
Perhaps this time may bear a deeper and richer
appreciation of what is important in life; whilst of course
enjoying those aspects which will be restored to us after
this crisis. But if this time of ‘retreat’ is to be of value (other
than, of course, preventing the spread of virus) we must hold
on to the lessons we have learned. Each moment in life is
unrepeatable, and each experience is therefore precious and
not something to be ‘got through’ but rather an invitation to
grow wisdom in bringing forth fruits in our experiences and
so help us to embrace a deeper and richer life.
Let us use this time we have been given in a fruitful way,
practicing the virtues of charity, of patience, of hope whilst
practicing a holy joy through our trust in God.
Canon Jonathan Mitchell

sent him magazines as he was desperately short of reading
materials. Ali cannot leave Morocco at the moment because
of travel restrictions, but we know his sister and father had
travelled from Belgium to be there to meet him.
Just a month before Ali’s release his Belgian sister very
movingly sent Amnesty a message on her thoughts as the
final day drew near. These are her own words. English is not
her first language:
“Trying to put words on the emotions that go through
me during this wait, but it’s not obvious. It’s like suddenly
time has stopped.
“The days have become so long, they seem endless.
“This long-awaited moment holds all our thoughts,
and somewhere in us, this kind of omnipresent anxiety
throughout these 12 years, refuses to leave us. There are
these subtle and light moments, where joys (under a certain
reserve) are mixed with this magnificent perspective, but
they are extremely brief. No release is allowed until the longawaited event has happened. We have been in such a state of
alert for 12 years, that we cannot get rid of it today. I guess
it will be different then. Time will tell us ... At least that’s
what we hope. And so it is in this state of mind that we live
the longest days of our lives.
“I pray that the Almighty will fill us with his beautiful
patience and grant us this favour.
“May my dad and brother be able to meet again. May
they still have time to tell each other how much they love
each other and how much they missed each other.”
Amnesty campaigns do not often have such positive
outcomes, but this is certainly fantastic news at this
turbulent time in the world.
Amnesty group meetings are cancelled for the time
being but for any information ring Barbara Parnell on
01694 720040, or email csamnesty@outlook.com
Submitted by Liz Knowles on behalf of CS Amnesty
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When the opportunity arises please give generously as
every £1 you donate the Bill Gates Foundation adds £2.
Each dose costs approximately 20p so for every pound
raised 15 children will be protected from possible death or
paralysis.

Rotary Club of Church
Stretton
Rotary is quietly supporting Mayfair as Mayfair supports
our community

T

he aims and objectives of our two organisations
are very similar in that we both look to serve our
local communities – the Rotary motto is “Service
above Self ”. Following a meeting with Chief Officer Nicola
Daniels earlier this year it was agreed that both parties
would consider how Rotary could be of service.
The ever-growing threat of coronavirus resulted in
Mayor Bob Welch setting up Church Stretton Covid-19
Emergency Team meetings and Rotary was represented
by President David Crowhurst. The outcomes of the
meetings clearly indicated a desperate need for volunteers
and funding resulting from the increasing need for social
distancing and self-isolation.
These problems prevented most of our Rotarians from
face to face meetings whilst wanting to help in some remote
way. President Elect Don Lovejoy suggested that money
members would normally have spent on club meals could
be donated to Mayfair. The money to be preferably used
for families facing hardships and unable to afford the home
delivery of meals.
Mayfair whilst continuing to provide essential services
also faces a loss of income and therefore need and deserve
our help.
Crocus bulbs
In October last year Church Stretton Brownies, Guides,
Cubs and Scouts helped members of the Rotary club of
Church Stretton plant 4,000 purple crocus bulbs at the
entrance to Church Stretton park. We hoped that this
spring there would be a sea of purple crocuses. But it came
as a shock that those that did flower produced white and
not purple flowers. At first not having purple crocuses felt
that all the hard work by those who planted the bulbs was
all in vain.
But why was the colour purple important? The crocuses
were planted for Purple 4 Polio as a reminder of the Rotary
project “End Polio Now”. Since 1985 this project has
reduced the number of new cases of polio in the world
from 365,000 in 1985 to 94 in 2019. Each child who is
vaccinated is identified by dipping their little finger in an
indelible purple dye to ensure no child is missed.
Though having only white crocuses was a big
disappointment, it should give all who care about the
eradication a vision of the time when polio is defeated and
children no longer need to have their fingers dipped in
purple dye.
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Supporting Local Communities Worldwide
We need new members to help us with the following tasks
and possibly identify new opportunities:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Supporting local schools
Organising carols in the square
Supporting Lingen Davies
Supporting Hope House Children’s Hospice
Supporting Mayfair Community Centre
Supporting Air Ambulance
Supporting overseas charities and disaster funds that
include:
• Eradication of polio
• Refurbished tools for African Communities
• Australian fire disaster via Rotary Club of Adelaide

Within the last 12 months we have raised approximately
£13,000 to support these projects.
We especially need people with IT skills and familiarity
with social media.
For more information please contact Derek Smith, Publicity
and Membership Officer
Phone 01694 723189 or Mobile 07817 471414

Bridge Group is still meeting!!

S

hock, horror! At the time of writing (3rd April), six
members of the U3A Bridge Group are playing twice
a week. How are we doing this?
Bridge Base Online (BBO) is an online website
which enables players to join in a game of Bridge. In our
case, one of us ‘creates’ a table and invites the others to
join. To add to the excitement, we also log on to Zoom
which is an app allowing video meetings. We can see
each other whilst playing. Hardly riveting viewing but it
does allow us to talk to each other.
By the time you read this we hope more members of
the group will have joined us and we’ll perhaps have two
tables on the go.
We feel very lucky to have this link to the outside
world and our thanks go to Barbara Vickery for all her
work in setting this up. The only thing missing? The
pints of beer which go with our normal sessions in the
King’s Arms!
Eric Brown, Group Coordinator
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Marion H. Murdoch, M.C.S.P.
Registered with the H.P.C.

PHYSIOTHERAPIST
REFLEX THERAPIST
"Gleneldon", 94 Watling Street South,
Church Stretton, Shropshire SY6 7BH
Tel: (01694) 724152

HILLSIDE PHARMACY
R.E. & C.O. ALMAN MPS
18 Sandford Avenue
Church Stretton
01694 722799

For all your medicines, toiletries and
photographic requirements

CAROLINE CRUMP
S.R.Ch., D.Pod.M., M.Ch.S.
Dis. Medicine & Medical Science

STATE REGISTERED
CHIROPODIST
Private Consultations
and Home Visits
ESSEX LODGE
FARM LANE
ALL STRETTON
Telephone: 723283

Stretton Focus

60 Adverts 2020.indd 17

May 2020

53

17/04/2020 11:45

This Year, Next Year – The Issues
What were the factors behind the 2020 Arts Festival
to benefit from cross support but with some specific
cancellation?
promotion for each element. To cancel most but not all
ith so much preparatory work already completed would not have avoided some potentially irrecoverable costs
and with all the organisation of the 2020
and there was still not the certainty of venue availability. So
Church Stretton Arts Festival at the very least on everything had to be cancelled.
schedule, all was looking good for this year’s Arts Festival.
With a decision needing to be taken with the facts available What has been the reaction to our cancellation?
and the future uncertainties, it was a sad day when, with
Not surprisingly there was great disappointment expressed,
support from the Festival Committee, the Trustees made the within the community and from loyal Arts Festival
decision to cancel the 2020 Arts Festival. A comprehensive
attendees from far away (Hampshire and Norfolk were
exercise was then commenced to advise all interested parties two instances) at the loss of so much and so far ahead. But
of the cancellation in an organised manner. So after Arts
invariably verbal and written feedback included the words
Festivals every year since the start in 1967, 2020 will be a
‘inevitable’, ‘correct decision’ or ‘unavoidable’.
‘missed year’.
This was also the case from the performers booked for
For some it may have seemed a decision that was taken
2020. In advising them we asked if they might be interested
too early for a late July, early August event. The Arts Festival in performing in 2021 as our intention at this stage
is a community event, organised and run by a large number would be to resurrect the greater part at least of the 2020
of volunteers. We could see that the pandemic was already
programme. As good as every performer said they would
starting to cause
like to come back
huge disturbances
next year – one
and new
has even pencilled
challenges to daily
in their possible
life for the whole
performance
community. That
dates. That
made Festival
shows both their
organisation more
great interest in
difficult than
performing at our
ever. The future
Arts Festival and
was uncertain
that they took no
with the prospect
umbrage at our
that many of our
cancellation.
volunteers could
be ‘grounded’ just
What about
as our publicity
the 2021 Arts
machine needed
Festival?
to get underway.
In the coming
Other
months
factors, too,
the Festival
were considered.
Committee will
There was no
determine the
Previous Arts Festival events
certainty all the
point at which
venues would
we can assimilate
be available when they are currently closed. On the near
all the necessary information and so start to make decisions
horizon was some substantial expenditure that would be
about the 2021 Arts Festival. At this time we have every
irrecoverable and create a huge hole in finances should the
intention to hold an Arts Festival if the desire is there from
Arts Festival subsequently be closed. We did not think that
all parties involved.
we could reasonably expect support from, nor approach
To provide a quality Arts Festival – as we strive to do
our supporters and sponsors for their help in these difficult
every year – with the various elements of recent years,
times.
we need to ensure we have all the components we need
available. Looking at each of these in turn:
Did everything have to be cancelled?
The Arts Festival is a total ‘package’ consisting of ticketed
• Finances – whilst we have incurred some irrecoverable
events (concerts, dramas and talks), the Exhibition (of art,
costs this year, at this stage they do not look too
crafts and photography) and free events (coffee concerts and
substantial and some of our sponsors and members have
organ recitals). These elements provide some cross support
continued making donations and paying fees which has
– for example, a visitor from even a short distance away
been a great help. So we would expect to be in good
might attend a morning coffee concert, visit the Exhibition
enough financial state.
or go walking in the afternoon and then attend an evening
• Venues – we would hope that all will be available again
concert. Visitors to the Exhibition find out about ticketed
next year. As to whether similar requirements on us will
events and vice versa. Publicity has been all embracing
apply we shall have to wait and see.

W
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• Volunteers – volunteers will, as ever, be needed
throughout the year and during the Arts Festival itself.
We don’t know if the pandemic will reduce or increase
the available volunteers. It is finding volunteers who are
available throughout the year that we have struggled
with more in recent times.
• Audiences – we would hope that the desire to attend
quality events with quite large audiences will be the
same but there is no certainty everyone will be quite
comfortable being in large groups again.
• Supporters and Sponsors – many businesses are having
a really tough time and we sincerely hope that all will
come through and be operating again. But the operating
environment could be very tough – the economic
outcome of the pandemic is quite unclear at this stage.

I

• Performers – to date they have registered their great
interest in performing in 2021. Like businesses we
hope that they will all come through and be performing
again, however, that could also be impacted by the
economic outcome.
All that aside, there is no doubt the community will
want something to look forward to and to enjoy. And
to celebrate once again the community in which we are
fortunate to live. So we do remain optimistic that all will
come together for 2021.
On behalf of the Trustees and the wider Festival
Committee, I would like to extend to you our sincere best
wishes that you keep safe and well in these difficult and
uncertain times as they impact upon all our lives. We all
yearn to see ‘the other side’ whatever that might provide.
Alan Stockbridge, Chairman of the Trustees

My Corona Curse

went down to my local store; it once had all I need,
Now shelves are empty spaces caused by other people’s
greed
I tried to find some toilet rolls and antiseptic soap
The chances of now finding some; the assistant said ... “No
hope”.

I’m helping with the housework ’cos I like to do my bit,
This push/pulling of the Hoover, well I find it keeps me fit.
I’ve lost some weight, the house is clean, and the dust on the
floor has gone,
But my wife told me it’s easier when the damn machine’s
switched on!!!!!

Some shelves were fit to bursting; filled with spirits, wine
and beer
I asked if there was pasta and again was told ... “None here”
Chocolate, sweets and cake abound, and lemonades and
tonic
With 12 weeks of isolation I’ll be... a diabetic alcoholic.

For health and safety reasons, we now sleep in a separate bed
Mine’s in the en-suite bedroom, while my wife’s is in the
shed.
I had a little shock last week when I heard a scream and
shout
It was half past two in the afternoon … I’d forgotten to let
her out!!

On telly I’ve seen shoppers with their trolleys filled with
bread
This selfish panic buying is ingrained inside their head.
I asked a man why he’d bought so much, he replied “to fill
my freezer”
I didn’t tell him what I thought ... this un-caring selfish
geezer!
I’m wondering, if due to shortages, we will get a ‘ration
book’
I wish I had a crystal ball, how will the future look?
I’m practicing now in eating less, if you know what I mean
My dinner’s an inch square of toast, with a solitary Heinz
baked bean.
While staying at home, my wife she said ... “Why don’t you
learn to cook?”
I thought that sounded easy, so I read her recipe book
To do something useful my wife was pleased, she didn’t have
to beg
After a week of trial and error ... well I can now boil an egg!!
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This isolation ruling means there is nowhere we can go
I know how Davy Crocket felt at the siege of the Al..a..mo
But stay at home, and wash our hands, these are the simple
rules
The wise will follow guidelines and the rest are silly fools.
This nasty little virus, it really is a curse
I don’t fancy being carted off in the undertaker’s hearse
So at 5pm there’s Boris... live, he’s on the TV screen
Giving sound advice and up-dates .... how to beat Covid 19.
Your life is in your hands, which we now know must be
clean
This situation here, since World War 2 has not been seen
I do not have a faith or to someone my sins confess
So may your faith protect you, I’ve put mine in the NHS!!!!!
Les Mackey
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Promoting Well Being since 1982

THE Health & Beauty Clinic
Treatments Available:
• Make up for all occasions
• Massage
• Facials
• Manicure/ Pedicure
• Lycon Specialist Waxing
• Lash & Brow tints
• St. Tropez Ultimate Spray Tan
Certified Fitness Instructor
Pam Allsop
The Old Bakehouse, Churchway, Church Stretton
Tel: 01694 723899, Email: pamallsop@churchway.plus.com
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“There are decades when nothing happens and there are
weeks when decades happen.”

A

pparently Vladimir Lenin said this at one of those
momentous periods in Russia’s turbulent history.
Maybe, it is something that echoes the experience
of shock at this Covid-19 pandemic that has afflicted the
world. Though during a period in the UK when we have
had the Brexit turbulence and flooding in areas of our
country at the beginning of 2020, this decade has hardly
been one when nothing was happening. The last months
have been so extraordinary and will ensure this year will be
remembered into history. At times it has felt like some kind
of sci-fi fantasy, like War of the Worlds, except that this is a
real invisible enemy.
We cannot ignore that an invisible threat, isolation,
separation and loneliness have been a frightening experience
for many people. There have been heart-rending experiences
of people dying without the loving hand of their kin to hold
them. People around the world have suffered deeply in this
time, let alone businesses that have not survived. In spite of
the massive financial support there are personal losses and in
many communities our favourite traders are no longer there.
We know that in the Strettons and its environs, there is
a great well of compassion and care which will undoubtedly
be needed long-term. A lot is already being projected about
what the future may look like, though only some of it may
actually happen. People are more resilient, inventive and will
adapt and learn how to cope. We are still in evolutionary
development and, like our ancestors, can change. In this
stage of evolution we are so much more equipped with the
knowledge, wisdom and skill to make new beginnings.
In the UK we have perhaps had our fill of the divided
country we had become; of deep inequalities and tolerance
of people being marginalised in our society. It cannot be,
after this, a going back to business as it was, can it? I recall
an interview with a young doctor on TV saying: “You
don’t need heroes in the NHS. When something is well
planned and equipped you only need people to do their
job. You don’t need heroes”. We need resources of people
and equipment to be there. Health and Social Care require
highly trained, caring, well-paid professionals to be there
and ready to meet the demand. They are an investment in
our civilisation. These gifted people have come from many
other nations because our population does not produce the
numbers we require.
We saw another side to our society, though already
always there, had become frustrated and angry. It was that
spirit of being there for others, being prepared to offer time
and skills to help, working together, keeping the social
distance. Why? Because this is what our communities
and society needed from us. There is an opportunity for
us, learning from this experience, to regenerate the social
enterprises, the fabric that makes communities humanly
supportive and worthwhile places to live, and for all to
flourish within.
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This would call for us all to re-imagine our civil life
of politics, communities, religion, nationally and locally,
as a genuine partnership: a partnership in which each part
explores the moral and civic question of what we owe to
each. And what we are prepared to sacrifice for the common
good.
Noel Beattie

Shropshire Daffodils

S

ome of the fields in South Shropshire give a clue to
a farming enterprise that was discontinued about 25
years ago.
Travelling through Brocton on the way to Bury Ditches
Hill Fort, a popular walking area, you will see sheep pastures
filled with daffodils.
This was the hub of the enterprise and where daffodil
bulbs were dried and stored. They were then planted on
the higher sloping fields of Lydbury and Edgton. These
fields were ideal for growing the bulbs and also Shropshire
Highland seed potatoes.
When I asked friends, who have farmed in the area for
many years, if they knew why daffodils were produced, they
thought it was for medical reasons.
On the internet, I discovered that from daffodils
(Amaryllidaceae narcissus) a compound called
haemanthamine can be extracted. This compound blocks a
protein essential for the growth of cancer cells. Perhaps this
is why the daffodil is the symbol of many cancer charities?
There are other meadows near Horderley, where the
daffodils are of a double variety. Maybe these were grown as
ornamentals.
Whatever the reason for so many daffodils being raised
in the area, they are no longer grown commercially. There
are, though, lots of potato fields, but the remains of daffodil
production still brighten the field edges and hedgerows
every spring.
Carol Wood
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The man who Invented the
Time Machine

H

erbert George Wells (1866-1946), along with
Jules Verne (1828-1905) is generally regarded as
the father of science fiction, though it could be
argued that the young Mary Shelley beat them both to it
with the publication in 1818 of her novel Frankenstein.
The novel came to be written as the result of a competition
between herself, her lover, the poet Percy Bysshe Shelley
and Lord Byron, to see who could write the best horror
story. Frankenstein nevertheless has at its core some of the
basic elements of science fiction: the fanatical scientist, who
pushes science too far and in doing so, creates a monster he
cannot control.
But it was H.G. Wells more than anyone else, who
in four of his best known novels established the basic
ingredients of the science fiction genre, though he preferred
to call them scientific romances.*
• Time travel and the dystopian future: The Time Machine
(1895).
• The egotistical scientist who overreaches himself: The
Invisible Man (1897).
• Alien Invasions: The War of the Worlds (1898).
• Space Travel: The First Men in the Moon (1901).

SHI Events

D

ue to coronavirus (Covid-19) we have had to cancel
our remaining events for the spring 2020. We
would like to thank you for supporting our earlier
shows this year.
It also gives us time to reflect on the events, from our
first promotion being the Christmas Fair held in December
2011 until the last in March 2020. Although the original
intention had been to run a monthly folk music night
during the spring and autumn seasons, the scope has
broadened considerably. These have included a Medieval
Banquet, two plays: one set in a fish and chip shop, and
the other detailing instructions to American service men in
Britain in 1943, and a couple of lectures.
However, our main shows of Friday Night at The Horne
and Night out at The Horne have been music events, with
performers joining us from Ireland, Germany, France, South
America, Trinidad, Canada, USA and Eastern Europe as
well the U.K. and of course not forgetting, Church Stretton!
In fact, 71 events in total.
The proceeds have enabled us to improve on some
electronic equipment, install a loop system in the Council
Chamber, purchase stage screen, Lincat Boiler, layout the
garden side and rear, curtains for Christine Harvey Suite
and the new LED lighting for the Auditorium, stage and
above and below the balcony, as well as other smaller items.
In addition, we have been able to establish a fund for
continuing improvements and developments at the Horne.
It has been good fun and we have enjoyed promoting
the events and hope that you have enjoyed them too.
We must remember the tremendous help that we
received from both Richard Yeoman-Clark and Eileen
Roberts (ably assisted by Reg), and also those who have
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H.G. Wells wasn’t the first writer to feature time
travel in a story but he was the first to use the term Time
Machine. In a career spanning 60 years, he was a prolific
and sometimes prophetic writer of both fiction and nonfiction, novels, short stories and articles. But it is for these
four novels that he will be most remembered.
All four have been adapted for the cinema but it was
another Wells – American actor and director Orson Welles,
and his radio adaptation of The War of the Worlds which had
the greatest impact on an audience. On the 30th October
1938, Halloween night, Welles directed and performed an
updated version of the work as a series of simulated news
bulletins, which convinced a sizeable section of the audience
that America was being invaded by Martians. Following the
broadcast, Welles was castigated for cruelly deceiving his
listeners but it made him famous.
* The term science fiction was coined in 1851 but didn’t
really catch on until the 1930s when it was popularised by
the American editor Hugo Gernsback, the founder of the first
science fiction magazine Amazing Stories in 1926. The Annual
Science Fiction Achievement Awards, the ‘Hugo’s’ are named
after him.
If you enjoyed reading about Time Travel check out my
novel Back Dated. Just go to chrisniblock.com.
Chris Niblock
helped and contributed especially Richard and Sylvia
Hickman, Anne Stafford and Barbara Walker.
But what of the future? Well we are preparing the
Autumn 2020 programme
So, thanks for your continuing support and if you
haven’t been to one of our events, we look forward to seeing
you in the Autumn, we hope.
Mike Walker

Stretton Pool Action
Aquatic Quiz – Answers
1. Bob Mortimer and Paul Whitehouse
2. Isle of Wight
3. Captain Matthew Webb
4. The Poodle
5. Automatic Radar Plotting Aid
6. David Hockney
7. 100 and 200 metre breaststroke
8. The River Thames
9. The whale shark
10. The Graduate
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To place an occasional advertisement, please contact
adverts@strettonfocus.co.uk
Size: 60 x 35mm,
price £7.50 per month
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The Origins of Mayday

he earliest records of celebrating the first day of May
come from Roman times. Romans celebrated the
Festival of Flowers, dedicated to Flora, the goddess of
fruit and flowers, between 28th April and 3rd May each year,
the mid-point between the Spring Equinox and the Summer
Solstice. Mayday rites appealed to the goddess for healthy
crops, livestock and people. Mayday is often called by the
Gaelic name of Beltane, throughout Ireland, Scotland and the
Isle of Man.
Gathering wildflowers and green branches, weaving floral
garlands and dancing around a Maypole are still organised,
especially in rural locations and particularly in schools, where
children often hold fairs and fêtes. The Maypole is a stylised
representation of the May tree, better known as the hawthorn.
In pagan spirituality, the hawthorn is a symbol of fertility,
youth and sexuality and blooms in May, hence its other name
of the May tree, and was thought to bring abundant blessings
to newly-weds. It was also believed that washing your face
with dew on the morning of 1st May would beautify the skin.
Another tradition is to choose a May king and queen.
These two were seen as messengers between the people and
the goddess, carrying requests and thanks to her. English
Morris dancing joined Mayday traditions in the 15thC, when
European fashion aped Moorish spectacle, from which the
word Morris is corrupted. The Moors were a nomadic people
of Berber origin, from North Africa, who successfully invaded
Spain in AD711 and remained for over 700 years. They
introduced Islamic religion and culture, including music and
dancing accompanied by bells and castanets.
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In the 17thC, Puritan Protestants abhorred the link
between Mayday and paganism and forbade its observance.
As an antidote to paganism, the Catholic Church made the
pure white blossoms of the May tree a symbol of the Virgin
Mary and, by extension, of chastity. It was also claimed that
Jesus’ crucifixion crown was made from thorny twigs of the
hawthorn. The Glastonbury Thorn, which flowers once in
May and again at Christmas, was celebrated as being grown
from Joseph of Arimathea’s staff, which took root when he
purportedly visited the British Isles on one of his trading
visits. This type of hawthorn still thrives in the Glastonbury
area.
Today, Mayday Monday has been celebrated officially
in England since 1978, when it was designated as a public
holiday by a Labour government. Fêtes and fairs are still
often held on 1st May itself, however, especially if this falls
on a weekend. In February 2011, the Conservative/Liberal
Democrat government was reported to be considering
scrapping the Mayday bank holiday and replacing it with
one coinciding with Trafalgar Day (21st October). It didn’t
happen, of course, any more than did the Puritan ban on
celebrations of earlier years.
We celebrate Mayday today in the more muted fashion
than previously, having made new traditions along the way.
Will we still applaud children dancing around a Maypole,
tap our feet to the music of Morris dancer bells or relax into
the first days of Summer in quite the same way in years to
come? I hope so. It’s so quintessentially English, thanks to the
Romans.
Christine Williams
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Ben Carter

Landscaping, Grounds,
Property Maintenance
Hedge cutting & reductions
lawn care, mowing, spraying
garden clearance
fencing installation/repairs
shed building/repairs
Mini Digger work
Please call 07891 376638
or 01743 718802
for further information

tidy
garden
for all your gardening
needs
Planting, pruning
mowing, hedging, etc.

Call Bob Rogers
Tel: 01743 244402
or 07981 814518

Integral
Gardens
●
●
●
●
●

Borders maintenance
Garden maintenance
Garden restoration
Lawn maintenance
Garden design and soft
landscaping
● Flowering plants pruning
● Wooden structures
Carlo
01743 344417
07963 991533

KEITH
WARRINGTON
LANDSCAPE
SERVICES
All aspects of garden
maintenance undertaken
Grass cutting, pruning,
hedgecutting, trees, patios,
Pest control, wasps,
moles, etc.

FREE ESTIMATES
Tel: 01694 658060
or 01584 861884
Mob: 07742 945768
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