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What’s On and Group Updates
in the Strettons in September
If you wish to make contact with societies and groups, please see the list in the yellow pages
The following is the latest information at
the time of going to press, regarding the
suspension of meetings/events in the light
of Covid-19. There are some events planned
for September but this is of course subject
to change at short notice. Please check
websites where appropriate to get updates.

Socially distanced tables available both inside
and outdoors.
11am The Green Dragon

Town Council Virtual Meeting

Christian Meditation

Experience the ancient practice of Christian
Meditation in a small group.
currently online only (Zoom).
Please contact John Dennison 722599
2 for 2.15pm start

Council meetings continue to be via Zoom. If
residents wish to attend this virtual meeting,
please contact Chris Maclean, the Locum
Town Clerk on
locumclerk@churchstretton-tc.gov.uk
7pm via Zoom

Stretton Cancer Support Group Fundraiser

Walking for Health

Leaving from outside the HWBC. Small groups
only so if you are interested, please contact

Replacing our usual indoor Autumn Fair,
we plan to hold an outdoor event, weather
permitting. We hope to have eight suitably
distanced stalls.

’Flu Clinics

Booking is via a dedicated telephone number:
between 3pm and 6pm). Please do not
contact the practice reception as they cannot
book your slot. More information on the
website:
www.churchstrettonmedicalpractice.co.uk

Stretton Cancer Support Group Meeting

‘Celebrating National Poetry Day’
Workshop

Workshop 1 of 3: Honing your writing skills.
Two 1-hour morning sessions and two
attending each workshop. A Friends of CS
Library event (subject to Covid-19 regulations
allowing). £5 per event or £12 for all three. Pre
booking essential, please see main article for
more details.

at Mayfair, (subject to Covid-19 regulations)
talk about their life-in-lockdown. We hope
that meetings will then continue on the 2nd
Monday of the month as previously.

Virtual Wine Tasting Fundraiser

A Rotary Club event to raise funds for Severn
delivered on day of event.
See Rotary Club article for more detail.

Friends of CS Library Geology Walk

Our planned geology talk has now become
a geology walk (weather dependent). Max of
£5 per person. Early booking advisable.
See main article for booking info.

‘Celebrating National Poetry Day’
Workshop

Workshop 2: Develop your skills in reading to
an audience.
Two 1-hour morning sessions and two
afternoon sessions. Max of 5 people attending
each workshop. A Friends of CS Library event
(subject to Covid-19 regulations allowing)

‘Celebrating National Poetry Day’
Workshop

Workshop 3: Poetry Reading.
Present your own work to a small but select
audience. Two 1-hour sessions in the evening.
A Friends of CS Library event (subject to
Covid-19 regulations).

Amnesty International Group Meeting

Meetings are cancelled for the time being but

about

CS Bridge Club

Closed until further notice. Please check the
website for information:

CS Gardening Club

At time of going to press, it is still uncertain
whether we will be able to meet in late
September. We will advise you by email, word
of mouth or posters on notice boards in
Church Stretton.

Stretton Focus
Website

Contact: 723648

www.strettonfocus.co.uk
Stretton Focus
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Continued overleaf...

3

CS Library

Group activities remain suspended until
Ancient Greek Study Group
Latin Study Group
Local and Family History Session
Mayfair Time to Listen
Reading Group
Rhyme Time
Sit and Knit
Winter Talks
Writers Groups
Please check website for information:

CS School Theatre

The School Theatre remains closed to the
general public and will re-open when it is
safe to do so. Please refer to the article in the
main body of the magazine for greater detail
on what the future may hold.

CS Teme Leisure Centre
Badminton for All
Japanese Taiko Drumming
Strettons Table Tennis Group
Three Touch Walking Football
Please check website for updates on what
events are taking place.
www.teme-leisure.co.uk

CS Town Council
contacted on 722113 or email reception@
churchstretton-tc.gov.uk
The Council is updating information
continuously on its website:
www.churchstretton-tc.gov.uk

Friends of CS Library

Our current plan is to try to run a few
activities for small audiences, making sure
we abide with current Covid-19 restrictions.
Website: www.strettonlibraryfriends.org.uk

Hope Bowdler Handbell Ringers
Cancelled until further notice.
Contact: Ruth Jenkins: 724919

Knit and Natter at Berry’s

Our friendly knitting group will resume when

RSPB South Shropshire Local Group

There will be no RSPB events until January
www.rspbsouthshropshire.co.uk

Ley Gardens

Community events suspended until further
notice. This includes:
Thursday Lunch Club

Long Mynd Camera Club

If possible, we will begin a new season of
meetings in September. Please keep an eye
on the website for updates:
www.longmyndcameraclub.co.uk

Marches Independent Photography (MIP)
Meetings currently suspended but keep
checking website for future meetings:
mip.photium.com

Mayfair/Health & Wellbeing Centre

Safe re-opening is underway. Please see
Focus for
details on which services are now available to
the public. At time of going to press, bookings
Website: www.mayfaircentre.org.uk

National Trust: Carding Mill Valley
options available from the kiosk. Shop
remains closed.

Scrappies

Scrappies will be reopening in September.
Please see web and Facebook for opening
dates.
We look forward to seeing you all soon!
Email: info@scrappies.org
Web: www.scrappies.org

SHI/Friday Night at the Horne

The SHI is closed to the public until further
notice. Website for updates:
www.silvesterhorneevents.co.uk
CS Ballroom & Sequence Dance Club
Yoga with David Hedge

Shropshire Wildlife Trust Strettons Branch
There will be no indoor meetings in
September. However, there is a programme
of wildlife talks that you can enjoy at home.
All talks will be live streamed on the YouTube
channel:
See main item for programme details.

Stretton Climate Care Energy Advice

All planned events have been cancelled but
or by email:
info@strettonclimatecare.org.uk

Tuesday Club

Closed until further notice.
Contact: Joy: 723687

and-the-long-mynd

Parish Centre, St Laurence’s

Closed until further notice for any purpose
except for the Food Bank.
C.A.M.E.O. meetings
Messy Church
Southern Cross Line Dance Class
Do check the website for updates:
www.strettonparish.org.uk

URC/URC Hall

Closed for meetings until further notice. This
CS Area Local History Group
Engaging Issues Talks
Stretton Choral Society
Tuesday Club
Yoga with David Hedge

For the latest community updates, consider subscribing to the excellent free community messaging service by Rob/Sue Hill:
communitymessaging@scrappies.org

A

t the time I’m writing this message at the beginning of August, it is still uncertain whether we will be able to meet at
the end of September. The speaker has been emailed to see if he is still able to attend and Silvester Horne Institute
hopes to be open for meetings. However there are still details to be thought through so we will advise you by
email, word of mouth or posters on notice boards in Church Stretton letting you know whether we will be able to have the
meeting. Keep safe in these very uncertain times until we can see each other again.
Evelyn Dapling
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Town Planning Issues:
Past or Future?
t is gratifying to read that one of our younger residents
sees, understands and values the history of Church
Stretton. It is equally encouraging that he is confident
enough to express his views so cogently and persuasively.
It’s true that some drivers exceed the speed limit
(20mph) on the short stretch of the High Street, although
narrowness and layout means this isn’t common. Antisocial
parking and larger vehicles loading and unloading add to the
problem; but pedestrians have a responsibility for their own
safety. Children learn this as toddlers and it is reinforced
later, at school. Should pedestrians step off the kerb
anywhere, at any time, without due care? Of course not.
How many of us know the Highway Code for
pedestrians? Well, here goes:
Stop just before you get to the kerb, where you can see
if anything is coming. Do not get too close to traffic ...
make sure you can still see approaching traffic.
Look all around for traffic and listen. Traffic could
come from any direction. Listen as well, because you
can sometimes hear traffic before you see it.
Even if there have been no reported incidents on the
High Street, does this mean that we should discount risk, or
ignore potential for harm? Of course not.
The Disability Discrimination Act of 2010 states that
any organisation that provides services to the public must
– I repeat must – provide those persons who have a defined
disability, whether obvious to an observer or not, equal
access with a non-disabled person unless there is a reason,
described in law, why they might not do so. Those bodies
that refuse or fail to comply are liable to prosecution. This
applies to open spaces as well as inside premises.
Sometimes, significant cracks aren’t obvious but that
doesn’t mean that the cracked fit for purpose today, let alone
tomorrow. If Church Stretton is to continue to thrive, both
for visitors and for residents, adaption for future needs as
well as current ones is essential. Our medieval buildings lend
beauty and character to our town, but many have passed
into history, demolished when they were past their prime,
and new buildings more suited to their times were built. We
cannot hold back the march of time no matter how much we
might want to, but we can decide how the future of our built
environment should look and work for the future.
Christine Williams

I

Widening pavements, cycling and Café Culture
We have had many letters in the Focus over the last few
months on this topic. People have proposed widening
pavements, encouraging more people to walk and cycle and
in the last edition to pedestrianise the High Street. These
are great aspirations – but making them work might prove a
little more difficult.
Pedestrianising the High Street would mean traffic being
routed around Easthope Road and Lion Meadow, which
could cause congestion. There is only room for single file
traffic in Easthope Road unless you remove the parking
spaces outside the GP and Mayfair. I suspect there are not
many local residents who would be in favour of that. Also,
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how easy would it be for buses and lorries to turn left from
Lion Meadow into High Street?
The results of the Community Led Planning survey
showed that the community values our local shops and
businesses. These businesses need road access to their
premises for deliveries. They also rely on trade from people
living in surrounding villages. Any changes in town layout
would need to make sure there is sufficient parking for
people who live too far away to be able to walk or cycle into
Church Stretton to do their shopping.
I am also concerned about the current situation since the
pavements have been widened outside Old Copper’s Malt
House. This is causing traffic turning left from Shrewsbury
road into Sandford Ave to come across the road in the path
of cars driving up Sandford Ave towards the High Street.
I wonder if the answer might be to recruit an expert in
town planning, to listen to all our aspirations and then let us
know what options we have.
Sheila Davies
Parking, Pavements and the One-Way System
I welcome the input from younger readers like Alex Smith
(August Letters) but I have to disagree with pretty much
everything he says. He cannot find a record of anyone
being hit by a car in the High Street, so dismisses the idea
of people having to walk in the road as being dangerous.
In general, we try to base safety policy around the idea of
preventing accidents, injuries or deaths, rather than waiting
until they have happened. (The captain of the Titanic might
have had a view on that.)
Alex says that removing parking in the High Street has
been trialled in the past and was shown to reduce trade to
businesses. When was that trial? I have been a part-time
resident of Church Stretton since late 2003 and a fulltime resident since 2006 and I cannot recall any restriction
of parking in the High Street for anything other than
temporary road works.
He says that the present measures have increased the
build-up of traffic in the town and the noise pollution from
car engines. Does he have any data to support that assertion
or is it a purely subjective judgment? My own subjective
judgement is that when the lockdown was introduced, town
traffic practically ceased to exist and the town was blissfully
quiet. Since the easing of lockdown measures, traffic has
started to pick up again but I feel the noise and congestion is
still far below what it was. The introduction of the one-way
system in the High Street caused some initial confusion for
drivers at the mini-roundabout but that seems to have ended
as people have become accustomed to it.
Alex ends by using the familiar argument that if
something isn’t broken, we shouldn’t be trying to fix it.
In my view, a town with footpaths in a main shopping
street that are unusable by the disabled or by parents with
small children in pushchairs is pretty seriously broken, and
one that places the convenience of car drivers above the
convenience and safety of the elderly, disabled and children
needs to take a long hard look at itself.
Michael Price
Continued overleaf...
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Letters, continued...
Wildflower Verges
I would like to write in support of Bernard Ford’s excellent
campaign, The Little Stretton Wildflower Verges Project.
Too many people think of wildflowers as ‘weeds’ to be
destroyed, or ‘tidied up’ but their diversity and beauty is
one of the joys of summer. I took a walk along the top road
behind Ragleth Hill to Acton Scott, and was delighted
to see white and pink yarrow, pale blue harebells, yellow
lady’s bedstraw, bird’s foot trefoil and toadflax, and several
types of thistle. Each one is a miracle of creation, and the
country names intriguing. I often wonder who coined them!
I also spent days earlier in June, studying cow parsnip (the
frothy cow parsley is earlier) whose tall statuesque plants
decorate the verges with their lacy heads some pink, some
white, some flat and some like puff balls, between 14 to
24 flower groups on each stem. And my pedigree Ryland
ram, Athelstan loves the leaves! Road safety is of course an
important consideration, but more speed limits and the
minimum cut for view lines is possible. We need to, we
must, preserve this unique, diverse precious heritage.
And the same applies to hedges – with honeysuckle,
wild roses, and hawthorn berries and hips for the birds and
little creatures in winter.
Thelma F. Thompson
Farewell to Old Hollywood
Sometimes it can be hard to define an era accurately, but
with the passing of Olivia de Havilland it would seem right
to bid a final farewell to any living links with what was the
Old Hollywood of the 1930s and 1940s.
Olivia de Havilland graced the silver screen in many
films from an era that, for the most part, undervalued and
underestimated female actors, with Hollywood producers
more interested in filling cinemas and entertaining
audiences.
Historical films were a great staple during that period,
with producers’ views of historical accuracy summed up by
Henry Ford: “History is bunk!” But by rewriting history
as it really should have been, Hollywood produced some
masterpieces that were graced by the classic beauty and
acting ability of de Havilland.
The 1938 The Adventures Of Robin Hood, with de
Havilland as Marion and Errol Flynn as Robin, is a
Technicolor triumph, with costumes that still dazzle the eye
and a ‘chemistry’ between the two main actors.
My favourite de Havilland moment? From the 1941
film, They Died With Their Boots On, again with Flynn, a
Hollywood history lesson into the life of General Custer
and his route to the Battle of the Little Big Horn. Custer
(Flynn) is on guard duty, when from a distance the future
Mrs Custer (de Havilland) is seen looking lost in the
grounds of the West Point military academy and gracefully
walks towards him to ask directions. She is dressed from
head to foot in white, I think. The film is black and white,
wonderfully lit and photographed. My poor words cannot
do justice to a piece of pure cinematic poetry that de
Havilland’s first appearance in the film brings.
Peter Steggles

As usual I found the latest edition of Focus very interesting.
I was pleased to see Peter Steggles’ photographs. I look out
for his photos in the weather section on television Midland
News and have often wished that I could tell him how
much pleasure it gives me to see the area around Church
Stretton come into view on my TV.
I read the article on film and TV in Shropshire and
rang Graham Ogdon to mention The Franchise Affair
which I believe has been mentioned by others. If I
remember correctly another programme was a play called
The Combination. It was set in 1951 and was about two
young boys who were determined to go to London to see
the Festival of Britain. The two young boys were dressed in
clothes similar to Just William and roamed freely about the
area. I also remember Precious Bane serialised in the 1950s.
My cousin knew one of the extras, Percy Tarbuck, in
the film Gone to Earth. When they introduced Flicks in
the Sticks at Hope Bowdler this was one of the first films
shown. My cousin took the then very elderly Percy Tarbuck
to see the film. Mr Tarbuck and his sister had a greengrocers
in Church Stretton.
I have read Focus for many years and can remember
when it was just on white paper and had drawings of an
explorer plodding along the pages. Thank you for creating a
magazine that keeps me in touch with the Shropshire Hills.
I look forward to reading the next issue.
Sylvia D Brindley
Coventrye

Trivia Corner No 202
by Ken Willis
Answers on page 38
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Which island has the most masculine name?
Which famous waterfall was discovered by David
Livingstone?
Which famous mountain has a name meaning
‘maiden’?
Which famous Cathedral stands on the Ile de la
Cite ?
Which mountain chain forms a natural barrier
between France and Spain?

Keeping in Touch
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Cryptic Crossword Correction…

F

ocus apologises for omitting the last four ‘Down’ clues
from Stan Yelds’ first crossword. The clues were as
follows:

25.
27.
28.
30.

Fills up with Malaysian kebabs (5)
Second half of Welsh mountain is Elba’s first (5)
Sunflowers from this van (4)
Hard water? (3)

(Beware: August solution is overleaf!)
This was an embarrassing error, particularly as it was
first spotted by Stan himself! He was tolerant and measured
in his response, fully aware that in a time where nothing is
normal, we too are prone to mistakes of such kinds. The
thought of publishing our first Cryptic Crossword had
made us imagine we were really motoring, only to find
that we’d actually phuttered to a halt in a lay-by miles from
anywhere.
It has been with an enormous sense of pride and
pleasure that we have managed to keep going with Focus,
when other print publications relying on volunteers might
have decided to press the pause button until the Covid crisis
subsided and local events started up again. But we have the
advantage in that we all work from home anyway, and most
of our communication is by email, so perhaps I shouldn’t be
quite so smug.
Nevertheless, we have had to make a number of
changes. We resorted to postal distribution when we were
under full lockdown. Our distributors are mostly but not
exclusively in a distinctly senior age bracket, and it would
have been both unethical and unlawful of us to insist that
they should continue as normal.
Our three meetings each month have also had to be
abandoned. The two face-to-face editorial meetings and our
precision forums for proof readers have all been cancelled,
so that whereas we would normally gather round a single
table working closely together to arrange, sharpen up and
proof-read the magazine, we’ve had none of these situations
– and worst of all, no biscuits either!
The contributions for each edition have been
distributed among the editors for processing as normal, but
the mammoth job of laying out, dividing the magazine into
the pages available, adding column inches and balancing the
edition carefully on a digital or hand-written storyboard has
been the job of the editor-in-chief of each month’s edition,
without any assistance other than (very strong) moral
support from a distance. The task of proofreading has been
similarly narrowed to the extent that the usual multi-layered
process has been significantly pared down.
We’re very grateful to the vast majority of our readers
like Stan who have appreciated our work, understood
our restricted conditons and been gentle, measured,
communicative and courteous in correcting our mistakes.
All errors on our part are of course involuntary, so it can be
quite hurtful when readers seem to scan the magazine for
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mistakes and focus on them with over-reaction, sarcasm, or
even a sort of unfathomable glee.
It is in the nature of any job like this that you get
more criticism than congratulation, and we expect to be
corrected. How else can we be spurred on to self-appraisal
and improvement? Nevertheless, however hard we work to
share the community voice of the Strettons, the distribution
of each edition sees us steeling ourselves to meet the odd
barbed, angry, intolerant and unwarranted accusation and
that’s a pity.
Being the voice of the community means we give room
for a wide range of opinions, but the magazine occasionally
receives criticism for publishing views that are not our own
and with which the writer of the reactive email simply
disagrees.
The most worrying aspect of such discourse is the
way some readers, still thankfully a very, very few, think
it fair game to come as close as they can to humiliating
other contributors without actually defaming them, while
bringing their personal spats to the pages of the Focus. In
my time at the magazine, there have been a number of
long-running discussions – among them the Library (very
long-running, but largely respectful), religion at Christmas
(scornful of Biblical ignorance on one side and academic
arrogance on the other), Climate Change (when we were
accused of stifling free speech having decided enough was
enough for the time being) and most recently the latest
Council community project (when personal resentment
has seemed, in some cases, to obscure the reasoned and
thoughtful debate which most of our contributors have
managed).
For me, this tracks a degradation in the quality of
debate, and sadly comes too close for comfort to the
increasing prevalence of intolerance, enmity and mockery
in the voices of the social media, where the writer feels
a degree of entitlement to abandon all courtesy. We had
hoped to keep away from this sort of thing in a print-based
magazine produced for the benefit of a close-knit and happy
community like the Strettons.
I end, then, with a simple plea for courtesy in your
dealings with us and with each other. Church Stretton is
not a haven for trolls, and Stretton Focus is not Twitter; it is
a magazine which should be a safe space for everyone, not a
Three Billy Goats Gruff bridge-run. In fact, our experiments
with an online presence failed to generate much social
media-style conversation at all, so it’s odd to find it now in
its least appealing form.
This is a community that runs partly on volunteers,
yes, but it runs totally on kindness, generosity and friendly
communication, as the vast majority of our friends, readers
and contributors know.
Please let’s keep it that way!
Graham Ogdon
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A

s the progress of Covid-19 continues its haphazard
way, with regional spikes in the number of cases,
and local lockdowns (as well as near elimination in
Scotland, Wales and N. Ireland), the CLP Steering Group is
having to turn its thoughts to a consideration of how things
might look in our community post-virus. As someone once
said, predicting the future is a mug’s game. But we have to
be alive to changes that are taking place, and aware of trends
that are developing.
Some of our sector discussions and the household
survey itself, took place before the lockdown, and it is
clear that we will have to re-visit some of the original
conversations, to ensure that we take full account both of
the situation in which we find ourselves now and of future
new realities.
The Steering Group is making a conscious effort to
widen these conversations, by drawing in the opinions

of other members of the community. We also hope to
bring new members into the Group, so that our reach is
as extensive as possible. There will be, as a result of the
lockdown, an inevitable delay in the production of the Plan;
we are not alone in having to re-schedule our activities!
For a Plan that is to last until 2036, there has to
be a robust base, and we trust that, with wide opinion
gathering and the establishment of sound evidence, we
will be able to produce a document which will reflect the
many community strengths of the Strettons and provide a
practical roadmap for future years.
David Howard
Chair, CLP Steering Group
Culmore, Clive Avenue, Church Stretton, Shropshire, SY6 7BL
Tel.: 01694 722904
Email: dahowardscc@outlook.com

Anglican Voice

A

s I write most of us have taken up some at least of the
strands of our normal lives – children are preparing
to go back to school, the shops in the town are open,
church has re-opened and we’re beginning to connect again
with our family and friends. But we still have to keep our
distance, face masks are the order of the day and queuing in
the street to get into a shop is the norm. It’s not the same as
it was before, is it?
And we’re not the same as we were before, are we? We’ve
travelled through a tough time, it’s left a mark on all of us
and, if we’re honest, we’re all at least a little afraid of what
seems like an uncertain future.
In the midst of all of this we have been sharing with our
town – all who live or work here as well as all of our visitors
– God’s blessing, a declaration of God’s favour on all of us.
You’ll have spotted our blessing banners and some of you
will have contributed to our community artwork located
in our churchyards. This has helped us to reflect together
on our journey through these difficult days by marking our
path from sadness, through thankfulness and on to hope.
And the artwork is still there for you to see.
But it’s the words of God’s blessing that really count of
course, and they’re all to be found in the Bible. It starts with
words which God Himself instructed Moses and his brother,
Aaron, to use to bless the people of Israel:
The Lord bless you The Lord keep you The Lord make
his face shine upon you The Lord be gracious to you The
Lord turn his face towards you The Lord give you peace.
These words have been used to bless ever since. And
we believe they’re words which reflect God’s heart for our
community, our nation and our world at this moment in
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our history. May we really know God’s blessing
upon us all, together, in the coming days.
If you’re interested in exploring more of the
God behind the blessing then sign up on our
website (strettonparish.org.uk) for our online Alpha course
which we’ll be starting later this month.
Romaine Thompson
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Roger Lucas

Craven Arms 01588 672761

Painter
and
Decorator
4, High Street, Church Stretton, Shropshire, SY6 6BU
01694 720189
info@thedoorknockercompany.co.uk
www.thedoorknockercompany.co.uk

01694 723237
07772 705856

And much much more at our
hardware store

ANDREW WEBSTER

G. H. JONES & SON

PAINTER AND DECORATOR
INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR

Est. 1966

CITY and GUILDS TRAINED
OVER 40 YEAR'S EXPERIENCE
FIRST CLASS WORK GUARANTEED
AT VERY COMPETiTIVE RATES
TEL: 01694 724574
MOBILE: 07779 825908

PAINTERS & DECORATORS

Telephone: Church Stretton
(01694) 722148
Mobile: 07808 670806

PHILIP HOOPER
PIANO &
HARPSICHORD
TUNER

D. R. TIPTON
Decorator

REPAIRS &
OVERHAULS
TEL:- 01694 724461

Tel: 01694 723862
Mob: 07946 323819

E. B. JONES
PAINTER & DECORATOR
35 Years Experience
Interior & Exterior
All Work Guaranteed
Tel: Church Stretton 01694 724010
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Mayfair News
Thank you so much …
o everyone who has donated to the Mayfair Appeal.
We are overwhelmed by the very kind words as well
as the generosity of donations. By the end of June
we had received an amazing £33,000! If anyone has sent a
donation but not received a thank you by letter or email we
would appreciate it if you could get in touch. Here are a few
of the many comments that warmed
our hearts:

T

“Thank you for all you do for the
community and for delivering my
prescriptions during lock down.”
“You all do such a brilliant job and
help so many people in so many
different ways. Long may you
continue.”
“You’re doing a great job when
Church Stretton really needs you.
Keep it up.”
“All the people who help run Mayfair
Community Centre do
an amazing job for our
community. When my
late father needed help the
support you gave him and
our family was wonderful.
Thank you.”
“A beacon of hope and
support in these troubled
times.”
“Just a little something
to express our gratitude
for all the help during the
recent times with grocery
deliveries. Everyone has
been marvellous. Many thanks to you all.”
Mayfair has also been fortunate to receive funds from
the National Lottery Community Fund to support our
work till the end of the year. This will help us to continue
supporting members of our community through this
unsettled time. The funds will pay some staff costs for
areas such as MAYSI, Beacon and Mayfair Meals as well
as central staff looking after volunteers and health and
safety. Starting back activities requires a lot of thought and
organising. Social distancing means fewer people can be
in a room together so it is hard to cover the costs. Thanks
to the generosity of our wonderful community and this
recent lottery funding we will continue finding ways to
open up services and activities in accordance with Covid-19
government guidelines.
We have missed you and look forward, when able, to
welcoming back familiar faces and hopefully many new ones too.
Nicola Daniels

Walking for Health
Every Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday leaving from
outside the Health and Wellbeing Centre (HWBC). Small
groups only so if you are interested please contact Mayfair
on 01694 722077.
Midwifery
Every Wednesday morning at the HWBC, appointments
only.
Diabetic eye screening
Every Wednesday and Friday in the HWBC, appointments
only.
Coffee, cake, chat
Coffee, cake and chat (Covid style) served from HWBC.
Limited places only. Please contact Mayfair on 01694
722077.
Hairdresser
Jo available every Monday at Mayfair. Please ring for an
appointment on 07772 562826.
Crèche
Every Wednesday and Friday morning. Please contact Julie
or Sarah on 01694 722077 (ext. 212).
Physiotherapy (Private not NHS)
Available every Monday evening from 6-9 at Mayfair. Please
contact Chris Turner on 07471 782384 for an appointment.
Chiropractor (Private not NHS)
Available every Tuesday morning at Mayfair. Please contact
Gary Smart on 01694 771887 for an appointment.
Chiropody (Private not NHS)
Available every Wednesday and Thursday at the Mayfair
from Wednesday 22nd July. Please contact Pius Karena on
07790 038367 for an appointment.
Sports Massage (Private not NHS)
Every Monday. Please contact Jan Crate on 01584 717839
for an appointment.
Ring and Ride
Ring and Ride has moved to the Health and Wellbeing
Centre and is now transporting passengers who are Ring and
Ride members. Booking is essential. Ring Mayfair on 722077
to book your place. Ring and Ride will also continue to
deliver shopping to those who live in Church Stretton.

List of events/clinics returning to Mayfair
(please note that this list, accurate at the time of going to
press, is subject to change)

10

September 2020

Stretton Focus

Angela’s Dance Group
Continues …
Throughout lockdown I have been delighted to continue
with my dance classes online with local and London friends.
We are also shimmying from garden to garden!! We have
even danced to the rumbles of thunder – very dramatic! It’s
an ethereal feeling, dancing in nature with the flowers and
butterflies and sharing the joy of music and dance with my
class. A lady has joined us playing her flute – how lovely is
that! I think we have all enjoyed the companionship, smiles
and laughs which come with dancing together.
The dance groups want to keep supporting Mayfair
Centre and we thank the staff too for their support in
allowing a group of six of us to dance outside the HWBC
whilst maintaining social distancing!. The staff and
volunteers have been tremendous. We do look forward to
being together back at Mayfair Centre. Stay safe.
Angela Ellis
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2020-21 Overview
ince our last meeting in February, the Engaging
Issues community has had plenty to think
about; our brains have certainly not been in lockdown.
The Covid-19 pandemic has not just provided a challenge
to physical health, but has thrown up far-reaching questions
about the political, economic, social and mental health of
our nation, and of the wider world. The current threat has
thrown into sharp relief many issues which can no longer be
ignored. Can we see the present situation as an opportunity
to do things differently in the future? Will we learn from
mistakes? Are our beliefs robust enough to withstand the
choppy waters that we now have to negotiate? Should we
change track?
The programme for the next season offers a wide
variety of contributions to help us all move forward in
our understanding. Robin Gill looks at the position of
the Church in society, while Mike Bourke addresses his
own faith. Our attitudes to politics and the media will be
challenged in contributions from Andrew Brown, Cristina
Leston-Bandeira and Caroline Nursey. Our response to
the needs of other people will be considered first in general
terms by Simon Nightingale, and then with specific
reference to young people by Bernadka Dubicka and to
prisoners by David Beedon. Manda Scott will take us into
the realm of eco-philosophy, while David Howard will be
asking questions about our ability to learn from our current
experiences.
The format of the talks has had to change too. At least
until Christmas the meetings will be conducted on-line
via Zoom Conferencing. The committee has trialled this
experiment, and we are confident that things will work. For
first-time Zoom users, we will be doing a trial run on a date
before the first meeting on October 13th.
Further details will appear in the October Focus, and
via Community Messaging. Instructions on how to join
in, how to keep abreast of events, as well as further details
about the talks and the speakers can be found on our
website at www.engagingissues.org.uk
We travel hopefully.
David Howard

S

A

t the time of writing (late July) plans are being made for ‘face-to-face’ meetings, hopefully
starting in September. The Scout Association will follow all Government regulations and
suggestions and the 2nd Long Mynd Group is preparing a suitable programme.
One of the difficulties will be to meet the numbers regulations which states that meetings must be limited to 15
members. This would require the Scout Troop to run three separate meetings but as Leaders are banned from attending
two meetings consecutively it would require more Leaders than are available.
Meetings would probably have to be held outdoors and though, for a while, this would not affect the Beaver Colony or
the Cub Packs, which meet early in the evenings, the Troop runs until 9pm when darkness and the weather would
create problems. It is hoped that by September the regulations will be relaxed or clarified.
In the meantime, Beavers and Cubs in particular have continued to work for badges which can be gained at home and
the Troop took part in the national Great Indoors weekend. This included a number of projects, some of which required
Scouts to design their own uniform. The Troop also took part in a virtual campfire.
Planning permission has now been given for the Group Headquarters (traditionally still referred to as ‘the Scout Hut’) to
be extended with new toilets and storage area. During August, Leaders and supporters are preparing the site for work to
begin shortly.
Fred Reeve
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s lockdown continues, I find myself compelled
to carry on making bread at home, such is the
enjoyment to be gained from such occupation.
However, I’m very keen to support our local sellers of
bread and so I buy my ingredients in town including
my fresh yeast (with which I am in love), and have
now fine-tuned this lovely fruity bread to compliment
the loaves available to buy.

This is a German-style loaf with no added sugar
but is packed with sweet, fibre-rich dried fruits
(roughly 5g fibre per two slices) to make it both rich
and moist. The original recipe does not add any fat
as there is plenty in the nuts. I have added in olive oil
(as I do in my ordinary bread) as I like the flavour and
texture that this adds. The choice is yours.
You can of course use any fruit and nut
combinations, here however, the figs are, in my
opinion, obligatory as they impart a wonderful
dark colour to your loaf along with an incredible
“seedy” bite. I chop the nuts into rough chunks in
a mini processor and then add the fruit for a brief
blitz. Think chunks rather than mush. You could
experiment with some added spices maybe although I
find this very tasty without.
This keeps well and is lovely simply buttered or
toasted. To date it’s not made it to the freezer so I’m
unable to vouch for its freezability.

A

Ingredients
400g bread flour – I use 250g white and 150g wholemeal
Grated zest of half a lemon (optional)
About 12g fresh yeast/2 teaspoons dried
40ml olive oil (optional)
1 tsp or so of salt (to taste)
90g dried apricots chopped
90g pitted prunes chopped
90g sultanas/raisins
60g dried figs chopped
50g mixed nuts chopped – I use varied amounts and combinations
of almonds, pecans, pistachios, cashews, walnuts, brazils
250-320 mls lukewarm water*
Method
Activate your fresh yeast if using by adding a tiny amount of sugar
and a drop of lukewarm water, stir and leave for 10 minutes.
Put all the ingredients into a large bowl being sure to keep the
salt away from the dried yeast (if using) as you do so. Stir to
combine.
Add in 250ml of the water and mix to a soft dough, with a
spoon initially before getting in there with your hands. You may
need to add more water bit by bit until all dry ingredients are
amalgamated and the sides of the bowl are looking clean-ish.
Once fully combined turn out onto a lightly oiled surface and
knead for at least 10 minutes being sure to tear the dough as you
stretch it.
Place back into your bowl having oiled it lightly, cover with a
damp tea towel or loose cling film and leave in a warm place for
at least two hours, or until doubled in size.
Turn out onto lightly floured surface and knock back the dough
until it’s back to its starting size once more.
Shape it into a ball and place on a lined or greased baking sheet
or put into a lined or greased 2lb loaf tin if you prefer, cover and
leave at room temperature for an hour or so until once more
doubled in size.
Preheat oven to 200 deg C, 180 deg fan/gas 6 and bake the loaf
for 30-40 minutes until nicely browned and hollow sounding
when you tap the base. Cover with foil if it’s getting too brown
during cooking.
Cool on a wire tray.
*The amount of water you need will depend on what flour you
use as wholemeal types are more thirsty than white.
Heidi

s readers of Focus can well imagine, given the current
situation, the arrangements for the commemorative
events in November are, by necessity, going to be
flexible this year. Under current government instructions the
total limit on public gatherings is 30 people observing social
distancing.
Normally the Parish Church is full to capacity as is the
area by the memorial in Longhills Road. At present this
looks unlikely to be the case this year. It is possible that the
limits on public gatherings will be relaxed by October or
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November, but we cannot be certain until
nearer the time.
Should the situation change, any
notification may appear in the October/
November issue of Focus or notified to
those who are in receipt of the Community
Messaging notifications.
I sincerely hope that we shall be able to honour the
memory of our war dead in a dignified but safe manner.
Nigel Marsden
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WILLOWBATCH

SHROPSHIRE
SWEEP

CARDING MILL VALLEY

JON PROSSER
Tel: 01785 509333
Mobile: 07946 134783

CHIMNEY SWEEP
AND
VACUUM SERVICE

on 01694 722358 or
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Practical, No-nonsense, Planning and Building Advice!
Call for a friendly initial discussion regarding your project
Tel: 01694 720123
mail@strataassociates.co.uk
www.strataassociates.co.uk

HILARY'S CHILDCARE
Church Stretton Nursery,
after school and holiday club,
Children 0 - 12 years. OFSTED
rated good, qualified early
years teacher and forest school.
Call 01694 724270
www.hilaryschildminders.co.uk
14
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All the right notes – not necessarily in the
right order
suspect that many parents and grandparents
and teachers will be very glad that their
children are back to school. Home schooling is not for
the faint hearted. But there will be changes for both the
children and teachers all the right notes, but not in the
familiar order.
We have all been changing and adapting, reluctantly
perhaps, to this strange world of some six months. We have
lived with the contradictions of isolation, social spacing,
separation from family, friends, and for some, personal loss
and grief. Yet, there is learning too. Something new is heard
and seen in our environment and there are new ways of
doing the business. The right notes of caring and looking
after our neighbours are there, but there is a disorder of
notes – a discordance of fear, anxiety and such uncertainty
about the future.
During lockdown of churches, people, not usually
attenders of church services, found sustenance in virtual
services. Religion does give shelter, hospitality, space and
offers some stability and certainties. Is it reasonable though
that we should expect certainties?
For quite a long time in human history people felt that
on every side they were incessantly assaulted by daemons,
the gods, comforted by visions, instructed by those who
know about the supernatural. They were delivered from
danger, sickness and from death itself by the prayers and
sacraments of the church. Then comes the age of science
and evidence-based observation of the causes of, and
remedies for, natural events and the impact of our human
activity. We have learned that there are wonders enough
out there, even on earth itself: surprises, awesome events,
extraordinary patterns of life, without needing to delve into
the supernatural.
The Gospels themselves are conflicted with these
beliefs, yet the light of the message of Christ does shine
through. That light has not much to do with beliefs, dogma,
doctrines, but has to do with the human spirit, which has
the capacity to transcend fear and despair. Here is a very
much larger picture of the God of life, within us – finding
our fullsome humanity. It is about liberation of our selves
– body, mind and spirit. It is a way of faith that offers, not
certainties, but pathways of finding hope. There is company
on the road together with all who are seeking to uncover
hope. We can only confound this pandemic, and all that
confronts us, through human enquiry and solidarity.
Those of my generation may remember those words
from the most famous of Morecombe and Wise sketches
with ‘Mr Preview’, of nearly 50 years ago, and still laugh out
loud. We shall laugh again and sing a new song.
Noel Beattie

I
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Wildlife Wednesdays
hropshire Wildlife Trust have advised not to hold
indoor events during September and in their absence
have arranged a programme of wildlife talks to
enjoy from the comfort of your own home on Wednesday
evenings. All talks will be live streamed on the YouTube
channel at www.youtube.com/c/ShropshireWildlifeTrust at
7.30pm.
You don’t need a YouTube account to watch the talks, but if
you would like to write comments or questions during talks,
an account is needed. The speakers have local knowledge
and are Wildlife Trust staff.

S

The programme for September is:
2nd September 7.30pm: Swifts (Sarah Gibson)
9th September 7.30pm: Oswestry Hills Living Landscape
(Gareth Egarr)
16th September 7.30pm: Shropshire Wildwatch 2celebrating Shropshire and its landscapes (Stuart and co)
23rd September 7.30pm: Shropshire’s rivers (Pete
Lambert)
30th September 7.30pm: Making our rivers great again
(Pete Lambert)
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Friends of Church Stretton Library
Walk leader: Dr Peter Toghill Date: 1st October

S

hropshire is regarded as the geological capital of
Britain and Church Stretton is the Jewel in the Crown.
The Long Mynd is 600 million years old and offers an
incredibly diverse range of geological features.
This walk will provide a great opportunity for beginners
to learn about the geology and history of the Long Mynd.
We will be leaving at 10.30am from outside Carding Mill
National Trust café and returning around 12.30. Though
the walk will not be strenuous, we will be walking over
rocky footpaths so sensible footwear is required.
Early Booking is essential as numbers will have to be
limited to comply with Covid-19 guidelines. At the time of

J

ohn Wesley, (reluctant?) founding father of the
Methodist Church, was a man of strong opinions,
eloquently expressed. But he also argued powerfully
that we should accept – indeed welcome – differences
in our points of view: “All cannot think alike. May we not
be of one heart though we are not of the same opinion.”
John would, I think, agree with Voltaire (attributed): “I
disapprove of what you say, but I will defend to the death
your right to say it.”
I am treading on thin ice here! Surely the right to
freedom of expression is not absolute? Not if what I say is
incitement to violence or hatred. And who is to say when
that boundary is crossed? Am I offended if you call me
‘Taff’? (Google: Taffy was a Welshman”!). When does criticism
of Israeli action on the West Bank become anti-Semitic?
“May we not be of one heart?” Not if I am so certain of
what I think is right that if you think differently you must
be wrong. So I will not listen to what you have to say. I will
not accept that you have a valid point, and that maybe, just
maybe, I could be mistaken.
This is an attitude, I regret to say, that we find too
often among people of faith – or perhaps I should say,

16

going to press this is six people meeting
outside. There will be a charge of £5.00
and if the weather forecast is poor we
will reschedule the date.
Local resident and
geologist Dr Peter Toghill
is well qualified to lead
this walk. He has authored
books on geology and in
2001 was awarded the
Geological Society of
London’s RH. Worth Prize
for the promotion of the
public understanding of
geology. He also recently
published, in association
with Shropshire Geological
Society, a new doublesided six page leaflet on
the Geology of the Church
Stretton Area, available in
Burway Books.
Tel 01694 723455 or email churchstrettonlibrary@
outlook.com for more details or to book a place.
NB Peter was due to give a Winter Talk in the library
in October, but as there is uncertainty at the moment as to
whether indoor events will be able to go ahead, he kindly
agreed to lead a Geology Walk instead. We hope to get Peter
back to give a Winter Talk in the library as soon as this
becomes possible.

among religious people. (By ‘religion’ I mean
observance of the doctrines, dogmas, style
of worship, building even, of the tradition I
belong to. ‘Faith’ is my relationship with my God and with
my neighbour, rooted in love).
I remember the heated debates of my university days
(yes, it was a long time ago), when strong arguments on
both sides of the question were heard with respect. Today
those whose views are not ‘woke’ are shouted down,
excluded. But how else are opinions to be developed,
refined, perhaps changed, other than in the cut-and-thrust
of discussion and debate?
This is not a new phenomenon. When Jesus was on
his way to Jerusalem, he received a hostile reception in one
village, so his followers wanted that village to be destroyed.
Jesus would have none of it. Peter gave good advice to
first generation Christians, and to us: “Be ready to explain
the hope you have in you, but do so with gentleness and
respect.” And, we might add, be ready to listen to views I
disapprove of. (But what if those views espouse violence or
hatred…?)
David Jandrell
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ALL PLUMBING JOBS
PLUMBING

CALL PETER FLOYD
(30 YEARS EXPERIENCE)
RELIABLE SERVICE, REASONABLE PRICES

07885 585849

A. S. MORRIS & SON
Sandford Avenue, Church Stretton

FUNERAL DIRECTORS
PRIVATE CHAPEL
Tel: Church Stretton 722876
NIGHT AND DAY
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Rotary Club of Church Stretton asks you to consider
Corporate Membership
o you belong to a corporation, or any business,
non-profit, or government entity and interested
in helping others? Rotary now offers Corporate
Membership a flexible style of membership package that
can be tailored around your needs. This is aimed at business
leaders or those who belong to an organisation who might
be interested in joining Rotary, but through pressure of
work cannot commit sufficient time for total involvement.
We are keen to attract members who want to get involved,
share our ethos of commitment and responsibility within
the local community and simply ‘want to give something
back’.
Rotary is one of the world’s leading membership
and humanitarian service organisations, with 1.2 million
members in over 35,000 Rotary clubs in more than 200
countries.
Rotary members are People of Action, ready to turn
their ideas and vision into lasting change, by creating
opportunities, supporting those who need it most and
transforming their lives.
Where others see problems, Rotary members see
solutions: tapping into their professional skills, expertise and
knowledge to make a difference. People of Action use their
time, energy and passion to mobilise their communities to
get the job done.
Closer to home, one of Rotary’s other leading
commitments is to offer young people the platforms and
opportunities for them to unlock their potential, develop
their skills and broaden their horizons.
Rotary was formed as a networking organisation and
this still plays a part in Rotary life today. Rotary provides
the opportunity to expand both personal and professional
circles, meet new people and make lasting friendships, all
while having fun and making a difference.

D

Announcing Plans to Support Local Charities
Cycling, Walking and Wine Tasting
Cycling for Hope House
Patrick Lewis is one of our senior Rotarians and probably
one of the fittest. He is accustomed to long distance cycle
riding and yes, he has completed the Lands End to John
O’Groats ride. In August he will complete a sponsored 100
mile road ride and later in the year will undertake a static
bike ride in our Market Square. He will be joined by other
Rotarians who are determined to help and raise funds for
Hope House.
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Walking for Church Stretton Primary School
Competitions
Marcus Cash will be managing a sponsored walk along the
Offa’s Dyke path starting from Kington and finishing above
Knighton, a distance of approximately 16 miles. Marcus is
a retired headmaster and has taken various school groups
along the length of Offa’s Dyke and so an ideal person to
lead this event. The walk will take place on Tuesday 22nd
September. Starting time to be advised later.
Cheese & Wine Tasting Virtually for Severn Hospice
This is planned for Wednesday 30th September and the
objective is to raise money for the Severn Hospice. A wine
expert will take the tasters through six different wines and
suggest a list of cheeses or nibbles that are appropriate to
each wine. The wines will be decanted into plastic tasting
bottles and delivered to each household on the day of the
event. The cost is £20 per family and there will be a raffle at
£5 a ticket.
For further information please contact:
Derek Smith, Publicity & Membership Officer
01694 723189 or email dereksmith42@hotmail.com
Supporting Local Communities Worldwide
We need new members to help us with the following tasks
and possibly identify new opportunities.
Supporting local schools;
Organising carols in the square;
Supporting Lingen Davies;
Supporting Hope House Children’s Hospice;
Supporting Mayfair Community Centre;
Supporting Air Ambulance;
Supporting overseas charities and disaster funds that
include:
Eradication of polio;
Refurbished tools for African Communities;
Australian fire disaster via Rotary Club of Adelaide.
Within the last 12 months we have raised approximately
£13,000 to support these projects. We especially need
people with IT skills and familiarity with social media
If you are interested in actively supporting your local
community, please visit www.rotarygbi.org or contact
dereksmith42@hotmail.com - phone 01694 723189

Derek Smith
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LEE BROWN PLUMBING AND HEATING
GAS, NATURAL AND LPG, DOMESTIC AND COMMERCIAL CATERING ENGINEERS

GAS AND BOILER SERVICING, INSTALLATIONS AND BREAKDOWNS
COOKERS AND FIRES
GAS SAFETY CERTIFICATES
LANDLORD SAFETY CERTIFICATES
SMALL PLUMBING WORK ALWAYS UNDERTAKEN
UNVENTED CYLINDERS, POWER FLUSHING
ENERGY EFFICIENCY AND
WATER REGULATIONS
TEL: 01694 724429
MOBILE: (DAYTIME): 07870 754201
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rden House stands in an elevated position at the
junction of Trevor Hill and the Carding Mill Valley,
in over an acre of hillside grounds. It was built in
1903, on the site of a former quarry, commissioned by
Benjamin Blower, an upholsterer by trade, who served
as Mayor of Shrewsbury Town in 1907 and 1908.* The
builder vastly underestimated the cost of the project and was
bankrupted when Mr Blower refused to pay more than the
contracted cost.
There is a stone arch in Shrewsbury, which is inscribed
“Blower’s Repository”, recording where his furniture was
stored. Built in 1902, what remains of his factory is now
part of the central library offices, next to the Records and
Archives Centre.
Arden House is a fine example of Arts and Crafts
architecture. Collectors of beautiful design and readers of
creative writing, as well as viewers of TV programmes about
antiques and collectibles, will have heard about this group
of artists, craftsman, writers and designers who sought to
recreate quality, artisan craftsmanship in superior design.
The movement flourished in Europe and North America
between about 1880 and 1920.

Like so many couples, Julie and Ian Price came to a
turning point in their lives when their children graduated
from university and were building careers for themselves.
The couple already knew Church Stretton their daughter
was educated at Church Stretton School. In terms of family,
their mission was accomplished and they asked themselves
“what now?”
Ian is a factory assessor, and Julie is now PR Director
for an agency which specialises in offsite construction. In
her earlier working life in destination marketing she met
some extremely interesting people, many of whom ran
boutique holiday accommodation businesses. The flame
was lit and, in May 2011, Julie and Ian picked up the keys
to Arden House. They were ambitious, with big plans. “It’s
always good to have ambition,” Julie says, “but there was a
massive void to cross before we could turn our aspiration
into a reality.” They set to work to turn Arden House into a
boutique bed-and-breakfast, offering guests the opportunity
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to escape to the lovely country of the south Shropshire hills,
a place to relax and unwind.

In August that year, just in time for the Shrewsbury
Flower Show, Arden House B&B opened its doors and
welcomed its first guests. For three years Julie and Ian
continued to work full time, initially opening Arden House
just at weekends with the help of Julie’s mum Joyce, who
produced amazing breakfasts.
After working seven days a week for three years
weekdays at their full-time jobs and weekends in the B&B
Ian and Julie decided it was time to rethink. With the help
of a local architect, they embarked on an ambitious project
to extend and convert Arden House into three luxury
holiday apartments, whilst retaining their own private
accommodation. Altering the front or side of the house
wasn’t on the cards, so two gables were added at the rear,
flying up from two old and unsightly flat roof extensions.
Arden House reopened at Easter 2015. The two new first
floor apartments, named Darwin and Mackintosh, have
their own private entrance at the side of the house, and the
top floor’s new apartment, named The Turret, is accessed
via a dramatic footbridge that spans the hollow left by the
redundant quarry.
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Julie says, “It’s not been easy, but it has been
worthwhile. We have put our hearts, soul and every penny
we have into the house, to ensure that all the magnificent
Arts & Crafts detailing has been retained. Now we can
accommodate many more walkers, mountain bikers and
those who simply want a quite haven in which to rest and
relax.”
Julie and Ian have reduced the hours they work outside
the guest accommodation business of Arden House, but life
is still hectic and Julie’s mum Joyce, who turned eighty this
year, still offers unceasing support.

After spending many years in fast-pace commercial
business environments, Ian and Julie Price wanted
something different; to add a new dimension to their life.
If Arden House is anything to go by, they’ve achieved their
ambition in splendid fashion.
Christine Williams

* with thanks to the Shrewsbury Town Council website
Stretton Focus
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write this as we bid farewell to the hottest
May on record. You will be reading it as August gives
way to September and the summer evenings draw in.
The year so far seems to have been dominated by the effects
of and the responses to the coronavirus epidemic. The
country is currently still in ‘lockdown’, though you would
hardly believe it if you look around or look at the news
media. Who knows if, by the time you read this, we shall be
in the throes of a second or third wave.
This week saw the culmination of ten weeks of a
national celebration: the Thursday evening ‘Clap for Carers’.
Having spent my working life in the NHS this provoked
very mixed emotions. I was proud of the service and its
dedicated staff, but distraught at the deaths of hundreds of
Health and Care workers from Covid-19 and angry at the
failure to heed warnings from 2012, 2016, 2019 and 2020.
As the weeks progressed our local celebration grew and by
this week we had a flute, a saxophone and a good many
singing along. In the evening news we saw that hundreds
had been on the streets at eight o’clock. In some places the
applause was accompanied by sirens and hooters. Elsewhere
musicians played in groups and a lone bagpiper paid tribute.
The love and goodwill was almost palpable, but at the
same time I knew that NHS staff were absolutely shattered;
burned into my memory was the picture of a nurse with
her nose raw and weeping from the pressure of an ill-fitting
mask. There was a steady trickle of NHS staff saying, in effect,
“Thanks for the claps, but what the NHS needs is cash.”
This contrast has been typical of the experience of recent
months. We couldn’t see our children and grandchildren,
but we have seen more of our neighbours than ever before.
A real sense of community has developed. We couldn’t travel
freely, but roads and skies have both been quieter and less
polluted.
In Church Stretton we are blessed to have the hills and
it has been wonderful to hear excited voices of children out
walking with their families.
So this epidemic has caused inconvenience for all, and
severe hardship, pain or bereavement for some. But there
have been several positive results. Our challenge now is to
see how many of the benefits can be maintained. Can we
maintain the sense of community? Can we remember how
much we valued the NHS when we needed it? Can we
preserve the clean air, reduction in road crash injuries and
reduced fossil fuel consumption? There is an urgent need,
not just to paint bicycle symbols on city centre roads, but to
reconsider where and how we work. Do we need to travel? If
we do, when? And how often? If we must travel, can we do
so without burning petrol or diesel?
“As consumers, producers and investors, or as travellers,
readers and campaigners we can be active in support of the
Two Thirds World. Our use of energy connects us directly
to the greenhouse effect and to world food supplies… Our
ability to acquire knowledge gives us the chance to act as a
mouthpiece on behalf of the environment and the poor who
are suffering most from its destruction. Indeed we have the
responsibility to use that knowledge wisely”.
Quaker Faith and Practice 25.11
Charles West
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Emerging from Lock-down
o date, this community has been able to minimise
the impact of this pandemic, but the spike in
infections in Craven Arms last month is a timely
reminder that we must all continue scrupulously to observe
all of the precautions prescribed by government.

T

Flu Clinic 2020
The scientists’ caution of a possible double whammy this
autumn, if a second wave of infection is compounded
by the annual flu epidemic. Based on the current low
incidence of flu in Australia, it is to be hoped that the
UK will follow suit. However, this cannot be taken for
granted. So, if you have not already booked your flu
jab, please do so without delay by phoning the Medical
Practice on a dedicated line 725934 on a Wednesday or
Thursday between 3.00 and 6.00pm. This year, by kind
agreement of the Head, the Flu Clinic 2020 will be held
in Church Stretton Secondary School on the weekends
of 26th–27th September, 10th-11th October and
7th November. Full information is available on www.
churchstrettonmedicalpractice.co.uk
Economic Recovery
It is already clear that rural areas are being harder hit by
the lock-down than urban areas, with higher levels of
unemployment and greater numbers claiming Universal
Credit. Local residents were glad of the inventive
initiatives of local shops and eateries during the lock-down
but it is also true that increased numbers took advantage
of the home delivery services of larger stores further afield.
A small number of businesses have already had to close
and the pick-up in sales in local shops has been variable
over the last month. The economic wellbeing of our town
centre is ever more dependent on re-establishing the
loyalty of local residents, while efforts continue to attract
back visitors from further afield.
It is true that, post lock-down, Carding Mill Valley
saw an unprecedented upsurge in visitors. In common
with other countryside sites across the country, the
National Trust and neighbouring streets had to contend
with some unreasonable behaviour by a minority of
visitors, including irresponsible parking and inexcusable
littering.
Collaborative cross-agency working did result in
emergency parking restrictions, creating an overflow car
park and a free shuttle service linking into the town to
maximise the economic benefit to local traders. Through
August, the Town Council has collaborated with the
AONB Partnership and the National Trust in running a
visitor survey, particularly to glean intelligence from firsttime visitors, so as learn how better to market the town to
ensure their return. The Town Council has also applied for
funding to help the town to improve its visitor offer as a
further aid to local traders.
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Local Plan Community Consultation
Shropshire Council is required to
update its Local Development Plan.
This Plan is concerned with the long-term housing and
employment requirements of the county, so will impact
significantly on the town. Shropshire Council has already
conducted one draft consultation exercise, as a result of
which, thanks to the representations of the Town Council
and many residents, the proposal to build a housing
estate on Gaerstone Farm has been dropped. However,
the strongly contested proposal to build 70 houses on
Snatchfields remains in the second draft. The deadline
for community responses to this second draft Plan is
September 30th. Residents are encouraged to read the
Plan on the Shropshire Council website and to submit
their views. If you do not have internet access, a physical
copy of the Plan is available for you to read at the Library,
but by appointment only. For details of how to make
an appointment and on all other issues relating to the
Plan, phone 0345 678 9004 or visit planning.policy@
shropshire.gov.uk
The Town Council continues to pursue a range of
development opportunities, as it seeks to balance the need
to conserve our beautiful surroundings with the need to
provide affordable housing for younger families and key
workers, so vital to the community’s future resilience.
The economic well-being of the town will be ever more
dependent on improving both the Broadband speed and
mobile phone coverage in the area, as, post lock-down,
there will be more opportunities to work from home.
The Town Council is in contact with a number of
community groups, seeking to ensure that it is fully
informed on local opinion. To allow time for this
dialogue, the Town Council has put back its September
Council meeting from Tuesday September 8th to Tuesday
September 22nd at 7.00pm, when it will formally
approve its Response to the Local Plan Consultation.
Council meetings continue to be virtual by Zoom.
If residents wish to attend this virtual meeting, please
contact Chris Maclean, the Locum Town Clerk on
locumclerk@churchstretton-tc.gov.uk or phone the office
on 722113 between 10.00am and 4.00pm, also indicating
whether you wish to speak in the 15 minutes at the
beginning of the meeting and on which subject. If you
wish, you will be able to listen to the full proceedings but
only Councillors will be allowed to speak in the formal
part of the meeting.
Cllr. Bob Welch
Church Stretton Town Mayor
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The Royal Oak is an ancient free house in a beautiful conservation
village, nestling at the foot of idyllic South Shropshire Hills. We serve
quality, homemade food lunch time and evening Tuesday to Sunday.
Five miles from Church Stretton – closer if you walk! Dog friendly.

01694 771266

www.at-the-oak.com

van

doesburg’s

gourmet food shop

SELF STORAGE CONTAINERS
INDUSTRIAL & DOMESTIC USE
SUITABLE FOR VEHICLES,
BUILDING EQUIPMENT, FURNITURE,
GARDEN EQUIPMENT, WORKSHOP, ETC.
GOOD, DRY CONTAINERS
20 AND 40 FEET LENGTHS AVAILABLE
IN A SECURE YARD WITH 24 HOUR ACCESS
HGV PARKING ALSO AVAILABLE
CCTV INSTALLED
TEL: 01694 724880 MOB: 07979 817554
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Berry’s
17 High Street
Church Stretton
01694 724452
www.berryscoffeehouse.co.uk
Everything is home-made: breakfasts, hot
and cold meals, snacks, cream teas, cakes,
children's menu.
Courtyard, fully licensed: Private room for
up to 12 people by prior arrangement.
Open every day from 9 am to 5 pm
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S

o, it’s September. Leaves are still on the trees, but not
for long. Daylight hours still afford us an afternoon,
but not for long. At this time of year, we settle down
to a comfortable, routine, increasingly cheerless winter.
Christmas is the first break we look forward to. We need it
and look forward to it to lift our spirits.
This year most of us will need our spirits lifted, I think,
thanks to Covid. Even those of us lucky enough to have
been spared the horrendous upsets that some have sadly
suffered will be worrying about what comes next. Church
Stretton has long had a Christmas celebration in the Square
that ends with the Christmas lights being switched on. This
year the event has some threats to it, and the sooner we
address the financial threat the better.
The lights themselves are very costly to store, maintain,
erect and dismantle. A large part of the cost has for a long
time been covered by the community who are very generous
in contributing to it through cash donations placed in the
shopkeeper-decorated tubs they host on their counters.
Amounts so collected are well supplemented by lump sum
donations from other businesses that may not have a retail
presence.
However, this year has seen a huge leap towards the
long-predicted “cashless society”. People no longer stand at
counters with their purses open waiting their turn, notice
the tub and in due course pop their change into it. Unless
we do something to prevent it, therefore a large part of the
event’s income will evaporate: this year the tubs will again be
out but cannot be expected to be anything like as effective.
So, here’s the challenge: in a cashless society, how do we
collect up all these small tokens of support for the lights? In
my experience, shopkeepers are very willing to co-operate,
but only so long as it does not give them additional work at
this busiest time of year. Ideas please!
Sandra Baker
Christmas Lights Sub-committee
Town Council

Scrappies will be reopening in September.
Please see web and Facebook for opening dates and
exciting photos of new stock!
We look forward to seeing you all soon!
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A

s autumn now approaches, I hope that you have
enjoyed the summer in spite of the current virus
restrictions.
Currently (I am writing this at the beginning of August)
we do not know what restrictions will apply going forward
to the end of the year.
We have a programme of events in place from October
2020 to March 2021, although as you can appreciate this
may not be implemented for this year or indeed at all.
Much will depend on Government guidelines.
Also, other factors will need to be taken into account.
Implementing social distancing will reduce the potential
audience size which may mean it becomes uneconomic to
put on some events that could be offered.
Some entertainers such as those in touring shows may
find that with some venues being closed, the tour may have
to be cancelled particularly with those from outside the UK
being subject to travel restrictions, as well.
In summary we still hope to be able to welcome you
back at some stage in the future and will keep you posted.
Mike Walker

Coffee Morning
Green Dragon 11am on Tuesday 15th September

U

sually a Macmillan coffee morning is held each
September at Little Stretton Village Hall. As our
tiny hall presents difficulties in complying fully
with Covid-19 regulations our neighbours at the Green
Dragon have kindly offered to host the event this year.
Coffee and cake will be served prior to normal opening
time by staff with PPE, and socially distanced tables are
available both inside and outside the Green Dragon.
Liz and Mike Bourke plan also to provide a home cake
delivery service for villagers still avoiding all social settings
but wishing to support the event. Phone 722910 to place
orders or make enquiries.
In addition anyone wishing to donate directly to
Macmillan’s cancer relief work can do so online at
www.macmillan.org.uk/donate or call 0330 102 7890 to
pay by credit or debit card. Also cheques made payable to
“Macmillan Cancer Support” can be sent to Freepost RTLSJTZR-RYAZ ,“World’s Biggest Coffee Morning, PO Box
4240, Bracknell, RG42 9QL.
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Netley Boarding
Kennels & Cattery
at Dorrington
Open all year, vaccinated pets only
Heated kennels with outside runs
Friendly Family run business
Inspections welcomed
Collection and delivery service available

Opening Hours:
Mon-Fri 9-10 am & 4-5 pm
Sat-Sun 9-10 am

Den & Barb Oakley

Tel: 01743 718264 Mobile: 07803 240207
Stretton Focus
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W

alking Dickens (my dog) along the fields and
lanes slows me down to appreciate the place
in which we live. I have noticed recently
the blackberries ripening on the brambles, mushrooms
appearing in the hedges, and the various wild flowers in all
their glory. It reminds me of my childhood growing up in
the countryside.
There were no cinemas or clubs to attend, the summer
holidays were spent climbing trees, building dens and
swimming, fishing and building rafts on the local (private)
mere. Younger childhood memories of spending time with
grandparents, walking the lanes picking blackberries (plus
sloes for sloe gin) and playing pooh-sticks on the bridge
over one of the streams. It may sound idyllic, but there were
drawbacks from living around 12 miles from most of my
school friends.
During these past few months with an enforced
‘slowdown’ during the lockdown, has reminded me of the
propensity to be a ‘Father Ping’ – a priest whose life is so
busy (often with non-crucial matters) that meals are marked
ready-meals and by the ‘ping’ of the microwave. It is like
a priest I knew (now sadly dead) who was always known
fondly as the ‘late Canon Harry’ – because he was doing so
much, that he was late for almost everything!
During this time of emergence from lockdown
restrictions and a desire to get back to ‘normal’, it is an
opportune time for reflection on how we would like life
to be moving forward. I feel that modern-day life is very
dispersed, what with media, the Internet, commuting for
work, work itself, the busyness of activities and transporting
family members all serves to make us distracted from being
truly present to ourselves and to one another. I am sure the
lockdown has come as a shock to many couples and families
who have had to spend time together! Do we really want to
slip back into that unhealthy rapid way of living once more?
The desire to slow down and enjoy life in the present
is not something new. There have been a number of
movements calling for a simplification of life. One of
my favourites (despite the microwave) is the ‘Slow Food
Movement’, which started in Italy in 1989. It is now
a grassroots movement with thousands of members
around the world, which links the pleasure of food with a
commitment to community and the environment. Similar
to this is another movement, ‘Live Simply’. It comes from
a phrase “live simply so that others may simply live”,
(attributed both to Elizabeth Ann Seton (1774-1821) and
Mahatma Gandhi (1869-1948)). Again it is a call to live
simpler lives with an eye to reducing the impact of our lives
on the climate and using ethical and sustainable products
and resources. Live Simply activities can vary: from reducing
waste, cutting down needless energy consumption, car
sharing, reducing travel, enjoying nature, and planting and
growing one’s own food. But the principle is similar to the
Slow Food Movement in appreciating life, and living slower
but richer lives with those both near and farther afield.
Pope Francis has shared his vision for life after the
Covid crisis (or living life with it). He wrote: “Every crisis
contains both danger and opportunity. Today I believe we have
to slow down our rate of production and consumption and to
learn to understand and contemplate the natural world. We
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need to reconnect with our real surroundings.
This is the opportunity for conversion.
I see early signs of an economy that is more
human. But let us not lose our memory once
all this is past; let us not file it away and go back to where we
were. This is the time to take the decisive step, to move from
using and misusing nature to contemplating it. We have lost the
contemplative dimension; we have to get it back.”
As September sees the opening of schools and a return
to work for many, let us think about how we live, what we
learnt that is more important and hold on to a better way of
living with our family, community and our environment.
Have a good September and a celebration of harvest
time!
Canon Jonathan Mitchell

Autumn Events Update

W

e had various events planned for Autumn but
some of these have had to be cancelled due to
Covid-19. We are currently hoping to run some
poetry events to celebrate National Poetry Day and our
scheduled Geology Talk has now become a Geology Walk.
We hope to run a talk in November in the URC hall, but
this will depend on the current Covid regulations at that
time.
28th September to 1st October:
Celebrating National Poetry Day 2020
Monday 28th September: Honing your writing skills – two
one hour morning sessions and two afternoon sessions. Max
five people attending each workshop.
Thursday 1st October: Develop your skills in reading
poetry to an audience – two one hour morning sessions
and two afternoon session, max five people attending each
workshop.
Thursday 1st October: Poetry Reading – present your own
work to a small but select audience. Two one hour sessions
in the evening, max 20 people attending each session
£5 an event or £12 for all three. Pre booking essential due to
restricted numbers. See article on p42 for more details. All
events are at the URC hall.
1st October: Geology walk in Carding Mill, 10.30am to
12.30pm, max 6-10 people. Will reschedule if weather
inclement. £5.00. Early booking advisable.
See article on p16 for more detail.
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PETER TIPS TIPPER LTD
HAVE YOUR GARDEN AND D.I.Y. REFUSE LOADED AND
REMOVED

Hedge cutting, tree felling, fencing repaired and erected
Small loads of sand, coloured gravel, soil and bark mulch
Raised beds, demolition work. House clearance
TO DISCUSS YOUR SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS AND FOR
PERSONAL SERVICE GIVE ME A RING

01694 771461
email petertipton52@gmail.com
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I

n my last article I promised a picture of our pond as
it is now. Here it is at the height of summer – full of
colour, humming with pollinators and swarming with
butterflies on sunny days.

biennial “cover crop” mix to start things off. The second
was a mixture of perennial meadow flowers and grasses
which were expected to grow and develop in subsequent
years. A year after sowing, our mini-meadow was a sea of
purple corncockle punctuated by red splashes of poppies.
Wolf spiders sunned and hunted over the rocks of the cairn
and frogs were sheltering in the damp hollows between the
stones.
In ensuing years the perennials came into their own. In
spring we see lots of primroses and cowslips and, as summer
comes in, the plant height increases till you can’t see the
cairn. Then it becomes a riot of colour with ox-eye daisies,
meadow buttercups and black knapweed predominating.

The pond in 2020
By the time you read this, I will have been for my
annual paddle to clear out some of the pond plants as we
like to keep some open water to allow light in.
Also, the meadow will have had its annual haircut. John
does this with the strimmer as I’m too nervous to let him
loose with a scythe!
Our mini-meadow was the second major item in the
landscaping plan executed by Mike Russell. Part of our
garden was set aside to be used very lightly by humans. In
some of it, we let the existing plants continue to grow, with
apple trees, soft fruit bushes, phlox and Siberian Iris still
flourishing today, but the lawn and pathways were dug up,
the turf removed and the larger stones tossed into a big pile
in the middle of the bed. John built a drystone wall from
the old concrete paving, the stone pile became a cairn and
the turf pile slowly decomposed to give us a lovely heap of
compost.

Corncockle
Meadows need less fertile soil, so all we did to our bare
earth was rake it and seed it. We used two mixes of seeds
which we purchased on-line. The first was an annual/
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Common spotted orchid
Our best success – common spotted orchids – bloom in
early July. We don’t have many, and they took a long time to
germinate, but germinate they did and they seem to be here
to stay!
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Along with the flowers come the insects –
everywhere we look there are honeybees, bumble
bees and other pollinators. As it warms up, the
butterflies appear too so I’ll end with a picture of
a meadow brown butterfly on our most common
meadow flower – black knapweed.
Joan Arnfield

Meadow Brown butterfly

I

n the autumn the Carding Mill Valley hillsides are
bright with the yellow, coconut and vanilla scented,
flowers of the prickly western gorse (see this month’s
Focus cover). Much of it is very old and stands up to 1.5m
high but, unfortunately, where there are large swathes of it
there is almost complete loss of grass and lichens beneath
it. Where it grows in dense patches it can be a fire hazard
because it burns very easily and so the National Trust has a
programme of periodically burning older bushes to make
a fire break and allow
regeneration of the stems
from where new growth
starts, as well as opening
up a habitat for rare
grassland species. There
is also a small amount of
common European gorse
which flowers mainly in the
winter and spring. Overall,
there is always gorse in
bloom somewhere on the
lower slopes of the Long
Mynd and elsewhere and
this has given rise to the old
country proverb:
When gorse is out of blossom,
kissing’s out of fashion.
Gorse is a member of the pea family and when dry the
brittle pea-like pods explode in the sun or by fire throwing
out seeds for several feet thus allowing rapid regeneration.
The burnt stumps readily sprout new growth from the
roots. Like other members of the pea family, gorse is capable
of fixing atmospheric nitrogen and so is a useful plant.
Gorse goes by other names such as whin, furze, fingers-andthumbs, French-fuzz and honey-bottle. The name itself is
from the Old English gorst meaning waste, referring to the
shrub’s natural habitat of moorland and common.
Gorse is unusual in having prickles instead of leaves
but despite the prickly nature of the shrub, sheep and
ponies sometimes eat it with the result that many of the
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bushes have become rounded. With the reduction in sheep
numbers on the Long Mynd since 2000, sheep have less
need to eat it except as a last resort, though feral ponies
may eat little else in winter. As fodder, gorse is high in
protein and has in the past been used as feed for livestock,
particularly in winter when other green stuff is not available.
It was made palatable by bruising or crushing it with handheld mallets, grinding with hand- or water-driven mills or
being finely chopped and mixed with straw chaff.
Gorse is a valuable
plant for wildlife, providing
dense thorny cover ideal
for protecting bird nests.
It is particularly noted
for supporting stonechats
and whinchats, the latter’s
name attesting to its close
association with gorse.
In the past, bundles of
gorse branches (faggots)
were used as fuel in bread
ovens because they burnt
very hot. However, there
were a few restrictions
on its collection; in some
areas, to prevent overexploitation, only the
amount that could be
carried on one’s back could be cut for fuel. The ashes of
gorse are rich in alkali and were used to make a rudimentary
soap. The flowers are edible and can be used in salads, tea
and to make a wine as well as a source of colour for Easter
eggs. Gorse and heather have been bound together to make
besom brooms and to sweep chimneys. Gardeners often
lay chopped gorse over emerging peas to deter pigeons and
mice. It also makes a convenient anchor for drying clothes.
There is much folklore about gorse based on its
supposed ability to drive out witches and protection from
curses. A sprig of gorse was often added to the bride’s
wedding bouquet as a symbol of fertility.
Barrie Raynor
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H

ello! I am a 17 year old musician and artist from
Shropshire. I have recently chosen to perform
under the stage name ‘Greysha’, when previously
performing under my real name Grace Keeling.
Since moving to Shropshire when I was two, I have
grown up in Church
Stretton and found a
love for my hometown. I
attended Church Stretton
school and have just
finished my first year at
Ludlow college, studying
graphics, photography
and music! Aside from
my education, I have
always had a love for
music, and this journey
has been an ongoing
one. At the age of 14, I
remember vividly doing
my first performance at
secondary school and
immediately falling in
love with the art form.
I have a massive
passion for music and
love of my hometown,
and this has led me
to perform at local
festivals such as Calfest
and Strettfest, amongst
various other performances around the county and at
secondary school. As well as performing, I have luckily
been played on Shropshire radio several times and on
BBC Hereford and Worcester. This was very surreal and
exciting to hear for me as you can imagine! My new single
is also featuring in the trailer for ‘Abatement’, a short film
competing in a film festival, which I am very grateful for.

O

n July 8th 2020 Chancellor Rishi Sunak
announced a Green Homes Grant scheme, starting
in September and running until the end of March
2021. It is a grant to provide homeowners and landlords
with vouchers of up to £5,000 towards two-thirds of the
cost of installing energy saving improvements. Householders
on certain benefits could receive up to £10,000 which may
cover the cost of the work in full. Double or triple glazing,
roof, floor and wall insulation, energy efficient doors and
low energy lighting; more energy efficient boilers and heat
pumps also seem to be on the list.
The vouchers will be available via on-line application
and the installers must be approved. Few other details are
available at the time of writing. It is part of a £2 billion
green package to reduce carbon emissions and create jobs
after the effects of the Coronavirus pandemic.
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Along with my recent name change, I have recently
released my first debut single ‘Life Goes Fluently’. I wanted
Life Goes Fluently to be a tribute to the young mind and
the feeling of hopelessness, as I feel like many people,
especially at my age, feel this struggle a lot. The song
explores the realisation
that whatever noise, pain
or hardship is going on in
your life, life always goes
on effortlessly, and Life
Goes Fluently is about
finding and accepting the
beauty in that. This has
been very hard for me,
so I wanted to share that
perspective. Life Goes
Fluently also portrays the
heaviness of young love
and the feeling of love
being a losing game, a
feeling that most people
will have felt.
Now that my first
single has settled, I am
very excited to release
a line-up of multiple
releases, all exploring
love, being and accepting
challenging thoughts
and situations that we all
experience.
I would love for you to join this journey with me, so
follow me on my social media and contact me with the info
below!
contact@greysha.com, 07399 658402
Instagram @greyysha; Facebook @greysha.is

Stretton Climate
Care is delighted at
this initiative and is
watching out for the
full details and method of application. We are unable to
recommend a particular installer but will wish to act as an
honest broker and assist people in the process where we can.
Like other similar schemes, demand will no doubt be
extremely high, so we would urge readers to think now in
advance about what measures they might wish to apply for.
We would also encourage folk to be wary of possible scams;
it is possible that you may be cold called from firms who are
not bona fide.
Full information will be put up on our website www.
strettonclimatecare.org.uk as soon as it is available.
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A. Morgan Builders
Local family business
For all your maintenance needs.
Extensions, alterations, roofing.
UPVC windows, doors & conservatories.
Garden walls and paving.
No job too small or large
Tel: 01694 751774 07930 332131
Locally based
Plumber and Builder
General maintenance work
25+ years experience
Saniflo Engineer (separate
rates apply)
No job too small
£25.00 first hour/part
£20.00 per hour thereafter
Can price by job if over 1 day

Call GARY PARIS
01584 861844
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Local Groundworkers with over 25 years experience
✔ Extensions,
Drainage works, Landscaping
and Specialist Jobs
✔ Routine
Foundations, Retainer walls, Complex projects
Tel: 01694 722121 www.farmersplantservices.co.uk
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JOHN HAMMOND
Building and Carpentry

Paul Tinsley Builder
No job too big, fast response, highest standards

01694 724060
07815 130793
WYNSTONE, CUNNERY ROAD,
CHURCH STRETTON,
SHROPSHIRE SY6 6AF

Specialist in extensions, alterations, porches,
patios and fencing etc.
01694 781371 or mobile 07929 232999

PAUL FORRESTER
Quality Carpentry & Joinery
COVERING A RANGE OF SERVICES SPECIALISING IN:

Doors ~ Skirting & Architrave ~ Flooring
Kitchens ~ Bedrooms ~ Bathrooms ~ Tiling
Lofts ~ Painting/Decorating ~ Storage Solutions
Work Stations ~ Sheds and Workshops
Gardens & Paving ~ Decking & Pergolas
For a Professional, Friendly and Enthusiastic Response
Call 07795 170938
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(with apologies to any Dorothy or Mike)

T

he lockdown restrictions have caused family frictions
To our home and the garden confined,
We looked forward to the day we could perhaps go
away
Refresh friendships and body and mind.
Dear Dorothy, said Mike, can we now go for a hike?
Get the maps out and take a long walk
Perhaps brave wind and rain and forget old age pain
Go camping and chatter and talk.
Darling Mike, replied Dot, I really think you’ve forgot
That our experience under canvas was bad
We’d not pitched the tent right and halfway through the
night
The wind blew it down… drove us mad.
We laugh now… but… remember, when we camped last
September
A pleasant experience it was not!!
Your pills; and my potions; and your haemorrhoid cream
lotions
In our rush to get going... we’d forgot.
And Mike… We’re no good in tents, not with your
flat… u… lence
It’s all through the night without fail,
It just spoils the whole trip, when through the night you let
rip
Each one like a strong force ten gale!
Oh, dearest Mike, I don’t wish to sound boring
But, there’s also your snoring
Awake through the night, I felt pathetic...
To get sleep time in, I downed bottles of gin
This acted just like anaesthetic!
Darling Dot, I suppose it makes sense, there’s your
in... cont… inence
Each hour through the night you’ll be flowing
‘Cos if you need a ‘wee wee’ and you can’t find your
‘Shee... Wee’
It’s usually outside behind a bush you’ll be going.
But reflect, our map reading is poor... do you remember
Dartmoor
So foggy, we lost Archie the dog,
We were starting to fret at the loss of our pet
When we found him neck deep in a bog.
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Well Mike, it worries me so, on this trip, IF we go
Perhaps we should save all this frettin’
With no tent, maps, or rucksack, or great weight on our
back
Let’s visit, stay with friends in Church Stretton.
I know it’s not haute cuisine, and their meal portions ARE
mean
The wine (cheap)… reminds me of ‘piddle’
The red’s not Chateau-du-Pape and the white wine is crap
Perhaps cheap offers from Baldi or Didl!
BUT... there’s places to go, Ironbridge or Lud... low
And from here, London to Shropshire’s not far
No camping or slog, take Archie the dog
And the best bit… We travel by car.
Les Mackey

Sourced by Ken Willis
Teacher: “What happened to Babylon?”
Pupil: “It fell.”
Teacher: “What happened to Nineveh?”
Pupil: “It was destroyed.”
Teacher: “And what happened to Tyre?”
Pupil: “It was punctured.”
Husband: “These new shoes I bought are killing me.”
Wife: “Then why don’t you take them off until you get
used to them?”
Ken and Carl were having a game of golf – halfway
round Ken was took very ill and Carl had to carry him
back to the clubhouse. “That took some doing” said a
club member – “He’s no lightweight”.
Carl replied “Oh I didn’t mind carrying him, it was
putting him down and lifting him up after each stroke
was the hard part”.
Braggart: “I can trace my ancestors back to the Kings of
Tara.”
Sarcastic Listener: “I suppose they were in the Ark with
Noah as well.”
Braggart: “Not at all, they had their own boat.”
Priest to children at Sunday school: “You talk to people
on the telephone but you don’t see them – talking to
God is the same – he’s on the other end, you can’t see
him but he’s listening.”
Young boy: “Father, what’s his number?”
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T

5.08am

hese beautiful pictures were taken in Church Stretton on
this year’s summer solstice.
The summer solstice occurs when one of the Earth’s
poles has its maximum tilt toward the Sun. It happens twice
yearly, once in each of the earth’s hemispheres. The solstice occurs
when the Sun reaches its highest point in the sky and is the day
with the longest period of daylight. Within the Arctic circle (for
the northern hemisphere) or Antarctic circle (for the southern
hemisphere), there is continuous daylight around the time of the
summer solstice and the sun’s glow can be seen on the horizon even
at midnight.
In the northern hemisphere, the summer solstice is in June,
sometime between June 20 and June 22, and it falls in December
in the southern hemisphere between December 20 and December
23. The same dates in the opposite hemisphere are referred to as
the winter solstice.
The timeline of these photographs is between 5.08 and
5.26am. and they show the sunrise at its extreme northern
position. Since then, the position of the sunrise has been moving
across the sky until it will reach its proper eastern position on the
day of the autumn equinox, when it will appear to rise between
Hope Bowdler and Caer Caradoc hills, before moving southwards
to rise close to Ragleth Hill on the day of the winter solstice. After
that it will return to rise in the east again on the day of the Spring
Equinox. So, the sun rises in the east only twice a year!
Since prehistory, the summer solstice has been seen as a
significant time of year in many cultures, and has been marked
by festivals and rituals. Traditionally, in many temperate regions
and especially in Europe, the summer solstice is referred to as
“midsummer”. Today, however, in some countries and calendars it
is seen as the beginning, rather than the middle, of summer.
Text and pictures by Barbara Hall

Additional material by Christine Williams, with thanks to Wikipedia

5.20am

5.23am

5.25am
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here is no doubt in my mind that the four nations that
make up the United Kingdom, with their four distinct
national characteristics, is the main reason that the
UK was and is such a great place to live in. The four nations
have eventually blended together – admittedly after some
stormy seas had thrown HMS UK around a bit as we got used
to each other – to produce a Britishness and a way of doing
things that for the most part has seen the UK on the side of
the angels. Please bear with me as I will get onto gardening as
the title of this piece suggests.
Trying to keep national characteristics out of gardening
and Brexit is impossible, but under Theresa May I always
had the impression that our Brexit negotiators were just too
English, just too frightfully nice and lacking some forceful
input from our three Celtic partners, since we, the English,
seemed reluctant to call on our better negotiators in the form
of Lord Sugar and Sir Philip Green.
But enough of my pseudo politics, let’s get onto the
important thing in life: gardening.
As a self-employed gardener for several years in the rural
part of North Essex, and yes there is a rural part of Essex that
is beautiful, I can confirm that English niceness hampered the
chances of rejuvenating an old and tired garden. The regular
people I worked for were really nice as the amount of tea,
biscuits and cake I was offered can testify to and they all paid
up on time.
My only rare blip on the payment front occurred not long
after I started gardening. I should have read the warning signs,
as early on while working for this young chap when I knocked
for the money he said he did not have any as he had not been
down to the cash machine. I promptly told him I was in a
hurry and together we walked to the cash machine. Next
time, no answer from the property and having even left a
self-addressed envelope for him, no money was forthcoming.
From my era it was the principle of being owed money and
not the small amount. What to do? In the end I decided to
knock on his door one evening with my trusty chainsaw as I
had decided either I would get my money or the small tree
in his front garden, which he wanted tidied up, would really
get “tidied up”. As someone born in Islington in the 1950s,
before gentrification, this would be viewed as a considered
approach to solving a problem. Well no trees were harmed as
he paid up after rummaging around the house for lots of coins
and I left happy as Islington honour had been satisfied.
After that incident I realised that in future, if I was
thinking of working for someone on a regular basis, I not only
needed to assess the garden and what they wanted done, but
more importantly I needed to assess the person paying for it.
So after that my regular customers were a pleasure to
work for, but I had to work really hard on them when it came
to being brutal with a plant, shrub, or tree, well past its prime
to try and give it a fighting chance of recovery. The English
are just too frightfully nice to garden well.
So, my top tips for a beautiful English country garden are
love, care, attention to detail – and a chainsaw.
Peter Steggles
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Cryptic Crossword No.2
by Stan Yelds

The name of a poet and a partial quotation from one of
his poems feature in the answers.
This quotation defines (according to the poet) one single
grid answer and three combinations of grid answers.
Across
4.
8.
9.
10.

Winged goddess starts to exude ochre shafts (3)
We hear singers try to make least noise (8)
Steps around fifty locations (6)
Navy follows a channel in a Welsh river to find
a mythical beast (6)
11.
Marches town bug is out of control (7)
12.
Over-excitedly, actor Jacques is back in “An
Ancient Way” (10)
15.
Imperial mass not from East (3)
17, 19. Organised hands-free maul with nothing to
show local linesman (6,1,7)
22.
Thug unlawfully holding weapon (3)
24.
Trophy engagement for sparring partners (10)
25.
Rushed french caper (7)
27.
Sports collection – autumn colour (6)
29.
Tale, oddly, about architects belonging to a
group (6)
30.
Three articles, two foreign, definitely on a
lower level (5,3)
31.
A paper for a tanner (3)
Down
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
13.
14.
16.

Inter-town (4)
Flaw – or Burgess, perhaps (8)
Got back together with one in the grass (8)
Gag with no opening – eat away! (4)
Briskly cunning about probe (6)
Unruly Tom is a red (6)
“Flower of Shropshire” – just two notes! (4)
Prison camp found in Mogul age (5)
Note boy’s return … (3)
… girl gives him an upset (5)

W

elcome back!
During August the staff at Church Stretton
library have been working hard to make sure all
the customers and visitors to the area have been able to use
the library safely and comfortably. It has been great to be
able to welcome you back and we thank you for keeping
to the safety procedures that are in place. We hope you
are enjoying the slight changes we have made to make it
possible to re-open.
In the future we look forward to being able to set back
out seating areas and have more computers available for
people to use along with groups and other services.
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18.
20.
21.
23.
24.
25.
26.
28.

Make a mistake; sounds like I don’t know (3)
Quash 18 in unfocussed video (8)
Cutting pair held in hand (8)
Not far off a lively barney (6)
And in Paris friends enclose flower (6)
A choice of keys for the car (4)
This changes direction in marches town (4)
‘E’s heard it again! (4)

Solution in October’s Focus

While you can come in and use the library we are still
offering the Ready Reads collection service and all other
online services: www.shropshire.gov.uk/libraries
Please do contact the library if you are unsure on the
opening times as we may still be running on a reduced
service.
01694 722535 or email us: churchstretton.library@
shropshire.gov.uk
Alexis Seaborne
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Church Stretton
Taxis
Mervyn Price
Local pick-ups, Long or
short runs, Airport transfers.
Any job considered.

Call 07487 650889
Email: mervprice@
btinternet.com
www.churchstrettontaxi.com
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O

ne old adage has
been well and truly
proved wrong over
these strange last few months.
Golf at Church Stretton is
absolutely NOT a stuffy old
man’s game.
Just ask those young
people who, since mid-May,
have discovered that golf at
Church Stretton provides
them with the challenge and
social inter-action that many
others have missed, and this
WITH all the proper social
distancing in place.
Junior Organiser at the
Golf Club, Derek Bennion
says “What’s remarkable is
how we have seen boys and
girls of so many ages (6-17) getting pleasure out of the game
for very different reasons. For instance, our teenage golfers
have improved their game so much that they now compete

B

ased on information available at the time of writing
this article at the end of July we are thinking about
how and when we might resume junior and adult
Badminton, following Covid-19 restrictions.
Following the Badminton England Roadmap to
recovery we were hoping to return to playing full court
singles and full court doubles in September. However
recent guidance, and information from the leisure centre,
cast doubt on that hope. We will therefore be following
Government, Badminton England, and Church Stretton
Leisure Centre guidance.
We may not be back to badminton as we knew it before
Covid restrictions for some time, and we know that there
are still challenges that remain to getting all of our players
safely back on court.
Court availability may be an issue because we
understand that the leisure centre may not be available to
us. They tell us that “… unfortunately as you know we
still don’t have a date that we shall be reopening, also when
we do the sports hall is going to be used for our classes to
begin with as social distancing is still in place. We are doing
everything to try and get back to normal but we have to do
everything by the government guidelines ...”
We understand the reasons for this – to comply with
guidance and the best use of facilities. We are concerned

in all Club competitions and
matches as well as playing most
days for fun! Then I saw firsthand the delight of a 6-year-old
girl hitting the ball down our
18th hole slope and shouting
‘run rabbit run’ after it.”
Listening to our current
young golfers, they love the fact
that they can play golf almost
anytime and that it fits in with
the other sports they play.
It can even fit in with term
time school work! And it’s all
surprisingly affordable too.
Anyone, of any sports
ability, of any age, can give
this game a go.
For details just contact James
Townsend, Manager/Professional at Church Stretton Golf
Club for details on 01694 722281
or email pro@churchstrettongolfclub.co.uk

however that we may be displaced from our courts because
leisure centre classes (normally held elsewhere in the facility)
may be taking up our normal space in the sports hall.
We will be doing all we can to secure our regular
Wednesday evening booking that we have enjoyed since the
leisure centre first opened in 2010.
When we do resume playing, numbers may be restricted
as we may need to set aside one court for safe social
distancing of non-players, using only three courts for actual
play.
Badminton England are updating guidance and a
roadmap to recovery on a regular basis. We will be following
that guidance, which will ensure a safe return to courts. Like
other areas of our society that we have all had to adjust to,
we must ensure that the safety of players, coaches, volunteers
and staff remain the number one priority and our return
guidance ensures that we can enjoy playing badminton again
but at the same time, are adhering to all government and
facility guidance.
We remain optimistic that we can continue to make
badminton available for all in our community.
Anyone interested in playing badminton, when it is safe
to do so and we have the permission and facilities, please
contact Alan Fox on 01694725588
or email alandavidfox@live.co.uk.

Trivia Answers
1. Isle of Man
3. Jungfrau
5. Pyrenees
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2. Victoria Falls
4. Notre Dame
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Jason Gough
computing services

Contact Jason Gough on 01694 724752
Email: jason.gough@jg-compservices.com
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Cancer Research – A Suitable Case for Support
he coronavirus emergency is wreaking havoc in
medical research, with cancer research probably the
most affected simply because it is the single biggest
area of medical research.
Fundraising collapsed in March and is only recovering
very slowly. Social distancing and other precautionary
policies prevent events such as the London Marathon from
happening, and individual activities such as skydiving
cannot happen either. Fundraising is reduced to exercises in
the garden, or more recently running in the local park, but
the achievement of Captain Sir Tom Moore walking in his
garden is difficult to reproduce.
There are other effects of the lockdown on research to
consider too. The problems are well described by Professor
Richard Gilbertson, a children’s cancer researcher and
director of the Cancer Research UK Cambridge Centre.
“Lockdown has meant that lab research is essentially
halted. Universities and other institutions had to close their
facilities to all but Covid-19 research. Many scientists were
unable to get in the lab for months.”

T

Professor Gilbertson and the Cambridge Lab Team before
lockdown
Many researchers in the Cambridge Centre work with
cells to study cancer. Gilbertson says their work has quite
literally been frozen in time. “When you shut down, you
have to take the cells and freeze them to minus 80. And
then they stay in suspended animation for the period of the
lockdown.”
A lot of researchers have been able to analyse results
and plan future experiments at home, but they were itching
to get back into the lab. That is now happening, but it’s
going to take scientists a while to get back up and running.
Gilbertson adds, “A lot of experiments can take up to a year
to build up again. So the shutdown is pretty devastating.
Cell research is a bit like a garden: you plant seeds and
tend the garden and watch things grow in it, and only once
they’ve grown are you ready to harvest.”
In the cancer clinic, research activity also came to a
halt. Clinical trials of chemotherapy drugs mostly stopped
because these treatments affect the immune system, not
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desirable when the risk of Covid
infection is high. Stopping
people coming into hospitals was also a good move. It freed
staff to be redeployed to work on the Covid front-line and
it reduced the flow of people into and out of hospitals,
which inevitably were a risk of being hotspots for infection.
However, the impact on patients who were being treated
on trials was immense. For some, whose treatment was ‘last
chance’, this was a desperate situation with too often a sad
outcome.
Trials are now re-starting but new ones are likely to be
delayed, affecting the speed of access to new treatments for
current and future patients. Cancer Research UK, one of
the largest research charities and a major funder of clinical
trials, has cut its spending this year by £44 million. It is
anticipating that in the coming five years its research spend
will be down by at least £150m.
A lot of medical research, including cancer research, is
funded by smaller charities. Most have been looking very
hard at their commitments. Research projects are usually
funded over a period of months or years, sometimes many
years, so one priority is to try and ensure that you do not
have to cancel commitments already made. Charity financial
reserves are already under pressure because of staffing and
other fixed costs. Many charities have moved to a four-day
working week for staff, with salary reductions to match.
Cancer Research UK is negotiating 500 redundancies
around the country among its staff in its laboratories, shops
and its London HQ. This shows that a tricky balancing act
is under way and it is possible that some charities will be
overstretched.
The Association of Medical Research
Charities (AMRC) is the wellrespected association of charity funders
and it estimates that the immediate funding shortfall is
£310million. This could increase if fund-raising activity
does not recover to 2019 levels. While not specifically
excluded from the Government’s £750m package of charity
support, research is not targeted, so this shortfall is a serious
matter.
Medical research, in all areas, provides a benefit for all of
us. UK government funding through the Medical Research
Council and the National Institute for Health Research is
among the highest state funding in the world, and adds
value to the funding which the charities provide. If that
falls, the value equation changes for the worse, with fewer
and reduced benefits for patients.
Every penny you can put in a cancer charity pot in the
coming months will be a valued donation. Thank you.
Roger Wilson
(Roger is an elected member of Cancer Research UK and
founder of Sarcoma UK, a smaller cancer research funding
charity)
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Forward Tho’ We Cannae See
…as the poet1 says, Friends of Church Stretton Library are
putting together a scheme for marking National Poetry Day
2020 in the Strettons. Since mid-August, you may have seen
our poetry events advertised in the Community Pages and
around town – you may already have signed up!
At the time of writing (July), we hope that we will be
able to meet physically rather than virtually to share the
love and enjoyment of poetry, but there is no guarantee this
will be safely possible or even permissible. If there should
be a local outbreak of Covid-19 we won’t be able to meet in
person and a contingency plan will come into play.
For now, however, we hope to hold up to four, one-hour
workshops for a maximum five attendees at each workshop
on the two days either side of National Poetry Day itself.
On Monday 28th September we invite you to come and
hone your work-in-progress. Workshops on Thursday 1st
October will develop skills in reading poetry to an audience
To Autumn (excerpt)2
….
Where are the songs of Spring? Ay, where are they?
Think not of them, thou hast thy music too,
While barred clouds bloom the soft-dying day,
And touch the stubble-plains with rosy hue;
Then in a wailful choir the small gnats mourn
Among the river sallows, borne aloft
Or sinking as the light wind lives or dies;
And full-grown lambs loud bleat from hilly bourn;
Hedge-crickets sing; and now with treble soft
The red-breast whistles from a garden-croft;
And gathering swallows twitter in the skies.
John Keats
and we would like people to have the chance to present their
own work – short poem or excerpt – alongside that of their
Inspiring Poet to a small but select audience. There will be

S

tretton Cancer Support Group has not been able
to meet since March, although contacts have been
maintained with members through telephone calls and
Newsletters. Now with lockdown easing, summer weather
(hopefully) to enjoy and Mayfair open and able to host
events again (suitably distanced) the Group is planning
meetings once more.
Our next meeting is planned for 14th September and
subject to Mayfair’s COVID Security arrangements will
be held in the Upper Room, which can handle a greater
number distanced than the Jubilee Room. There will be
no speaker and we will encourage people to talk about
their life-in-lockdown. Hopefully meetings will continue
on second Mondays in the month thereafter as they did
previously, but in these ever-changing times there can be no
guarantee. There will however be no Christmas Lunch this
year. We have plans for a Spring Lunch instead.
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a maximum of 20 people attending
these sessions. We hope you will
sign up for all three.
All proposed events will take
place in the United Reformed
Church Hall (URC Hall), High Street, Church Stretton
subject to the URC’s conditions for reopening. Numbers of
attendees for all events will be dictated by current Covid-19
regulations and risk assessments, with the two-metre rule
of social distancing applied. Event organisers will adhere to
Covid-secure measures.
Hear it like the poet
About reading poetry: in his excellent How Poetry Works3,
Phil Roberts suggests we study how to “read it as the poet
heard it at the time of its creation”. He urges us to “give full
and undivided attention to the poem”. “Free your mind,” he
says, “from other considerations…The poem is a thing of
emotion: it will be impossible for you to sense this emotion
if your own heart is gripped with overriding feelings. Hear
the poem, listen to it alone until it rings in your mind.”
Costs, with all proceeds to Friends of Church Stretton
Library: £5 per person, per event, £12 if you book for all
three.
Advance booking is essential and places are limited so
please email, phone or write with your contact details to
Joanna Clark Vivian at: clarkjoanna62@gmail.com
or 45 Church Street, Church Stretton, SY6 6DQ
Tel: 07597 184132
1
2
3

The Poet Burns, Robert: To A Mouse, On Turning Her
Up In Her Nest With The Plough, 1785 – adapted.
John Keats, To Autumn, 1819 – the final verse from the
last of his Odes
Phil Roberts, How Poetry Works, Penguin, 2000

We have decided that an
indoor Autumn Fair is not
practical this year so have
made plans to have an outdoor
event in September. We have
the Market Square booked for
Saturday 26th September from
10.00am to 3.00pm. We hope that, weather permitting,
we will have up to eight stalls, suitably distanced, and all
being well will raise the funds which will take us through
the coming year. We also aim to support Cancer Research
UK, which is suffering from funding issues as a result of the
lockdown.
If you can come and support us we will be very glad to
see you.
Roger Wilson
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Norman Jones Domestic Appliances
REPAIRS & SALES
WASHERS - DRYERS - DISHWASHERS

COOKERS - OVENS - HOBS
Pete 07971 252069
07816 875233

Ansaphone 01588 638677

ABBEY CARPETS
(Mark & Jane Brain)

12 Beaumont Rd. Church Stretton SY6 6BN
01694 722719 07527 886531
Personal Service throughout
Home Choose Available
Saturday appointments by arrangement

Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 9.30 - 4pm
www.abbeycarpetsltd.co.uk
Email: jane@abbeycarpetsltd.co.uk

Stretton Fine Art
Restoration
Oils, Watercolours,
Prints etc
Free quotations
We have a
comprehensive selection
of paintings for sale.
Phone to view without
obligation

01694 722057
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Charles
Ephraim
Electrical
Installations
Est 1974

8 Wall Bank,
Wall-under-Heywood

Tel: 01694 771381

ros.ephraim@btconnect.com

WHEATLEY ELECTRICAL
ELECTRICAL INSTALLATION CONTRACTOR
INSPECTION & TEST PORTABLE APPLIANCE TESTING
LANDLORD'S INSPECTION & CERTIFICATION
NEW BUILD EXTENSIONS REWIRES
UPDATING OF CONSUMER UNITS (FUSEBOARDS)
SHOWERS EXTRA SOCKETS SECURITY LIGHTING
NO JOB TOO SMALL

51 HIGH STREET, CHURCH STRETTON
TEL: 01694 328305 MOBILE: 07939 571201
EMAIL:
PETEWHEATLEY@
HOTMAIL.CO.UK
ELECSA REG NO: EPP34178

BURWAY
BOOKS

18 Beaumont Road, Church Stretton, SY6 6BN
Tel: 01694 723388, email: ros.ephraim@btconnect.com
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Churches in the Strettons
ANGLICAN CHURCH (The United Parish of St Laurence, Church Stretton, with St Michael & All Angels, All
Stretton, and All Saints, Little Stretton) Rector: Rev’d Steve Johnson (Tel: 722585)
Website: www.strettonparish.org.uk
Sunday Services

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8.00 am
Morning Worship
Holy Communion every Sunday, except Morning Prayer on 4th Sunday . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9.30 am
Refreshments in Parish Centre . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10.20 until 11.05 am
Informal Service (Communion on 4th Sunday) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11.15 am
All ages 1st Sunday; children go out to groups other Sundays
Crèche facilities provided with this service every Sunday
Groups for children and youth groups on all but 1st Sunday, when all ages stay together
Evening Worship. (On 4th Sunday Holy Communion with special prayers for Healing). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6.00 pm
Hot Chocolate Club - For all pupils in Church Stretton School. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mondays 12.30 - 1.15 pm
Oasis - For pupils in years 7-9 in Church Stretton School who would like to explore faith. Tuesdays 12.30 - 1.15 pm
Youthzone - Sunday mornings during 11.05 service for 11-16yrs (except 1st Sunday in month); Meet in Church
Young people (11+):
Weekday Activities:
Thursdays: Holy Communion . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11.30 am
All Saints, Little Stretton. A traditional Sunday Service is held each Sunday
Week 1:
Evening Prayer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3.00 pm
Weeks 2, 4 and 5: Holy Communion. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11.00 am
Week 3:
Morning Prayer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11.00 am
St Michael’s & All Angels, All Stretton (Local Ecumenical Partnership with URC) Contact: 724224
Sunday Services
Week 1: Morning Worship
10.30 am
Week 2: Holy Communion (Anglican)
10.30 am
Week 3: Morning Worship
10.30 am
Week 4: Holy Communion (URC)
10.30 am
Week 5: Holy Communion (Traditional Anglican)
10.30 am
is in the Parish Centre, Church St. (Tel: 724224).
Open 9am to 12.30pm Monday to Friday
METHODIST CHURCH Minister: Rev’d David Lavender (Tel: 07968 093608)
Website: www.churchstretton-methodistchurch.org.uk
Hall bookings: Carole Coles (Tel: 724958)
Sunday Services
Morning Service
10.30 am
Weekday Activities: Mondays: Craft and Conversation. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10.00am - 12.00noon
2nd Tuesday in month: Wives and Friends group . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7.30 pm
Wednesdays: Prayer Group . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.30 - 2.00pm
Wednesdays: Network . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.30 pm
Wednesdays: Babies and toddlers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10.00 am
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS (QUAKERS) Co-clerks: Lesley Richards and Charles West (Tel: 722068)
Sundays: Meetings for Worship in the Silvester Horne Committee Room; Children on 4th Sunday in month . 10.30 am
For details of home discussion groups please telephone the Clerks.
ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH Priest: Canon Jonathan Mitchell (Tel: 01694 658091)
St Milburga’s, Church Stretton
Sunday:
Mass . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9.15 am
Wednesday - Friday: Daily Mass . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9.30 am
Saturday:
Evening Mass . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6.00 pm
Catholic Women’s League meets on the 2nd Thursday of each month following the morning Mass at 9.30.
St Walburga’s, Plowden
Sunday Mass . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11.00 am
UNITED REFORMED CHURCH Minister: (vacant)
Website: churchstretton.urc.org.uk
Sunday Services
Worship, with Activity Club for children, followed by refreshments in the church hall. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10.30 am
(On the 1st Sunday in month worship includes Holy Communion)
Weekday Activities
Mondays:
(Week 1) Ladies’ Group . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.30 pm
Wednesdays:
(Week 1) Ladies’ Link . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7.30 pm
Wednesdays:
Half hour meeting for prayer and discussion. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9.30 am
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Clubs and Societies in Church Stretton with names of Secretary and contact details
All Stretton Village Hall

Liz Cinnamon

07790 527673

www.allstrettonvillagehall.org.uk

Alzheimers Carer’s Support (Mayfair)
Amnesty, Church Stretton Group

Jackie Pennington
Barbara Parnell

722077
720040

[Monthly, 2nd Friday, 2.00pm] www.mayfaircentre.org

Beacon (Activities and Care at Mayfair)
Books (Mayfair Shop)

Joy King
Tony Crowe

722077
723292

(Mayfair) www.mayfaircentre.org.uk

Bowling Club, Ladies’

Mrs M Paine

722489

Bridge Club (Thursday 1-5pm, All Stretton Vlge Hall) Dom Wilson
Bridleways Association, Long Mynd and District
Lynn Townsend

723128
722667

Busy Bees Preschool

Church Stretton School

722209

Cancer Support Group, Stretton
Chamber of Trade, Church Stretton

Lesley McIntyre
Stuart Wright

723427
722237

Choral Society, Stretton
Churches Together

Ru Trew
Lesley Richards

724297
722068

Citizens Advice Bureau

c/o Mayfair

722077

Civil Service Retirement Fellowship, C S Group
Climate Care, Stretton
Country Market (ex WI)
Credit Union

John Brewer
David Howard
Ann Lloyd
c/o Mayfair

Croquet Club

Fane Conant

Dementia Carers’ Support
Dominoes, Church Stretton and District League

Emma Wilde
Martin Salisbury

Extend (Gentle Exercise) Mayfair

Nicola Daniels

722077

[Thursday mornings] www.mayfaircentre.org.uk

Football Club, Stretton Red Rovers (6-15 years old)
Friends of Church Stretton Library

Sheila Davies

723455

www.strettonlibraryfriends.org.uk

Hope Bowdler Hand Bell Ringers

Ruth Jenkins

724919

Interfaith Forum, South Shropshire

Canon Noel Beattie

725530

Keep Fit, Stretton

Lisa Ryan

751369

722965
722904
07889 143057
722077

(Mayfair) [Thursdays] www.mayfaircentre.org.uk

or (01694) 731274
(Mayfair) [Wednesdays] www.mayfaircentre.org.uk

722610

01743 341800
723253

Lesbian & Bisexual Women, Border Women Social Group

borderwomen.net

Long Mynd Adventure Camp
Martial Arts, Freestyle

Peter Jenkins

Mothers’ Union, Church Stretton
Music: Strettons Classical Music Group

Diana Coles
Barbara Hall

723548
724578

Rail User’s Association, Church Stretton

Alison Bradley

722138

RAF Roundel Club

John L Davies

724703
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www.bridgewebs.com/churchstretton

724919
07852 961675

freestylemartiaarts.com/stretton

www.strettonrailusers.org.uk
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Ramblers, The South Shropshire Group

Darren

07837 021138

Rushbury and Cardington WI

Kaye Smith

771554

Scottish Dancers, Stretton

David Thomas

722107

Singers, The More Singers

Deborah Croom-Johnson

Soaring Club, Long Mynd (Hangliding & paragliding)
Stepping Stones Nursery

Anne Arkwright

722341

Stroke Group, Church Stretton and District

Hilary Parker

723419

Table Tennis, Church Stretton
Table Tennis, Leebotwood

Leisure Centre
Will Priestley

720051
724223

T’ai Chi

Marc Lacey

722077

(Mayfair) www.mayfaircentre.org.uk

Theatre & Concert Group, Stretton
Thursday Lunch Club (Ley Gardens)
Traidcraft (fairly traded goods)

Jenny or Graham Heath
Margaret Hamer
Maureen Clow

722216
722407
722000

h
(or Dawn Longmore 722328)

Tuesday Day Centre, Church Stretton

Liz Evans

328612

University of the Third Age (U3A)
Lesley Brown
Upright and Active (falls prevention strength & balance) c/o Mayfair
Walking for Health
Nicola Daniels

724330
722077
722077

Wildlife Trust, Strettons Branch

Wally Blake

724040

c/o Mayfair

722077
724224

u3asites.org.uk/churchstretton/contact
(Mayfair) www.mayfaircentre.org.uk
(Mayfair) www.mayfaircentre.org.uk

Women’s Inst., Rushbury and Cardington
Yoga (Mayfair)

(Mayfair) www.mayfaircentre.org.uk

Additions and corrections to this list should be addressed to: The Editor, Stretton Focus, by email: editor@strettonfocus.co.uk

Church Stretton Town Councillors
Town Clerk: Danny Chetwood
South Ward
Mark Morris
Hilary Claytonsmith
Lee Chapman
Hilary Luff
Lyn Antill

RFO:

722741
781666
723965 or 07458 117559
724270
07734 294909

North Ward
David Wilks
Michael Braid
Bob Welch (Mayor)
Nicola Carter

723139
723364
722998
07581 300498

Little Stretton Ward
Mike Walker (Deputy Mayor) 720132
Colin Carson
722784
All Stretton Ward
Richard Hickman
722006 or 07944 505146
Sandra Baker
724394

Shropshire (Unitary) Councillors for the Area
(for CS tc business)
MP for Ludlow Constituency: Philip Dunne, 54 Broad St, Ludlow, SY8 1GP, 01584 872187.
StrettonDale Local Joint Committee (Details pending)
Responsibilities for Public Services
Domestic rubbish: Shropshire Council
0345 678 9007
Street cleaning: Shropshire Council
0345 678 9006
Electricity power failure:
105
Gas emergencies
0800 111999
Last collection at Family Shopper letter box Weekdays 6.00pm, Saturdays 12.00 noon, No collection Sundays and Bank Holidays
Some useful numbers
Medical Centre
Church Stretton School
722209
appointments and general enquiries 722127
St Lawrences C of E Primary School
722682
out of hours
111
Sports and Leisure Centre (Teme Leisure)
720051
NHS Choices
111
Church Stretton Library
722535
Ring and Ride
720025
South Shropshire Furniture Scheme
01584 877751
Shropshire Council (Shrewsbury)
0345 678 9000
Domestic Abuse Helpline: 0800 783 1359 - 24hr support
Visitor Information Centre and Shropshire Customer First Point: 723133
South Shropshire Housing Association: 0300 3031190 (Housing and Support)
Police - Non emergency only 101, Emergency 999
Safer Neighbourhood Team (SNT): Inspector Nicola Roberts [223695]: Tel 101 ext 4630; Sergeant Kapil Pindoria [21284]: Tel 101 ext 66601
Lisa Thomas [226064]: 07870 163208; David Baron [226417]: 07870 163156; Julia St-John Martin [224002]: 07870 163199
Neighbourhood Watch
Police Station now closed, but there is a 24 hour telephone service there connected to another centre.
Support at Mayfair Community Centre - run by the Community for the Community 722077
For activities and support groups at Mayfair, please refer to the entries under ‘Clubs and Societies’ and to their advertisement.
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Stretton Directory: Index to Advertisers
Accommodation

Occasional Adverts not indexed

Cleaning and House Care

Outdoor Clothing and
Equipment

Accountants and Bookkeeping

Architects, Town Planning

Painters & Decorators

Clothes

Bathrooms

Coaches

Beauty, Slimming

Community Centre

Bed & Breakfast, Self Catering

Computing, Graphic and Web
Design

Pest Control
Garden Machinery
Pet Food and Pet Care
Hairdressers, Health, Beauty

Bookshop
Builders, Plant & Equipment

Pharmacy

Cycle Repairs

Health, Therapies

Decorators

Piano Tuner and Repairs

DIY & Hardware

Domestic Appliances & Repairs

Physiotherapists

Plumbers, Heating

Hobbies

Electrical Services, Lighting
Home & Garden
Cafés
Calor Gas
Cards and Gifts

Care - Homes and At Home

Carpenters & Joiners

Estate Agents

Financial Services & Insurance

Catteries and Kennels

Hotels, B&B and Self Catering

Restaurants, Cafés, Pubs

House and Garden Clearance

Shopping Services

Insurance

Skip Hire

NFU Mutual

Fine Art Restoration
Florist

Carpets

Home Furnishings

Food, Delicatessen

Funeral Arrangements

Keep Fit

Chiropodists

Solicitors

Kennels
Kitchens, Bathrooms

Chemist
Child Care

Printing, Copying, Photo
Products

Storage

Sweep
Furniture Restoration
Taxi

Garage Services
Logs & Charcoal
Garden Design, Services,
Supplies

Mobility

Tree Surgery
Watches, Batteries, Straps
Window Cleaning
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Marion H. Murdoch, M.C.S.P.
Registered with the H.P.C.

PHYSIOTHERAPIST
REFLEX THERAPIST
"Gleneldon", 94 Watling Street South,
Church Stretton, Shropshire SY6 7BH
Tel: (01694) 724152

HILLSIDE PHARMACY
18 Sandford Avenue
Church Stretton
01694 722799

For all your medicines, toiletries and
photographic requirements

CAROLINE CRUMP
S.R.Ch., D.Pod.M., M.Ch.S.
Dis. Medicine & Medical Science

STATE REGISTERED
CHIROPODIST
Private Consultations
and Home Visits
ESSEX LODGE
FARM LANE
ALL STRETTON
Telephone: 723283
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Interview by Helen Berry, photographs by Rick Greswell

O

n a beautiful evening this summer we visited The
Shropshire Flower Company at their base on a
farm near Church Stretton and had the pleasure
of talking to Tiff Corbett and Emily Westall about their
business.

to set up the flower business came, we felt it was the perfect
opportunity to create something new together. That was
three years ago and since then we’ve found out that our skill
sets really complement each other, Emily loves the detail of
planning what we’re going to grow and what colours would
work and I enjoy doing more of the face to face selling and
promoting.
Tiff: Our experience in floristry was zero at the beginning,
meaning that we Googled, watched videos on YouTube and
asked friends to give us advice. We also joined “Flowers
from the farm” an amazing network of British flower
growers. Growers are so keen to help each other and rarely
in direct competition as each tend to sell locally within their
unique catchment.

“We built all the poly tunnels ourselves, it was like a
big Meccano set!”
Tiff: Emily and I have been friends for years, we met at a
children’s music class and our husbands bike the Shropshire
hills together. I had decided I wanted to grow and sell
flowers here on the farm and was going to do it on my own.
However, Emily invited me round for dinner and asked did
I want a business partner? And that was it! We were both
in crisis with our old jobs which meant that when the idea
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Emily: We are both very practical and hands-on which
means that everything that is done on site is done by us,
barring the big heavy things that need machinery.
We have three zones that we grow in: a heated poly-tunnel,
two unheated ones that provide protection for the flowers and
a quarter of an acre of outside growing space. This means we
can really stretch the seasons by succession planning to provide
plenty of blooms for as much of the year as possible.
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We researched the merits of British grown flowers
which started our journey to create a really sustainable
product. We subsequently don’t generate the air miles
common to the Dutch and other foreign flower industries.
It’s shocking to think that less than 10% of flowers sold
in the UK are British grown. In contrast, we can produce
sustainable, ethically grown flowers that easily compete with
the international suppliers
Tiff: The use of pesticides and preservatives by the industry
is something we dislike, so instead slugs, greenfly and
aphids are removed by hand which is part of the daily
routine along with dead-heading blooms past their best.

Tiff: There’s a lot in the news about buying local food
but it often doesn’t occur to people to think about the
same opportunities with flowers, but often you can get
them locally, with the benefit that brings to the wider
community. The ongoing Covid-19 issues in particular
have highlighted the advantages of self sufficiency and
independence from national supply chains.

“What’s my favourite flower?”
Emily: My favourite flower at the moment Achillea which
come in lots of different berry colours, but every year we
try to grow something new and that soon becomes a new
favourite!

“Variety and sustainability is very important”
We always try and encourage our ladybirds and bees and
there are hives in the woods nearby. There are many ways
that you can grow beautiful flowers without needing to
spray them with chemicals and though more intensive, it’s a
choice we have chosen to make.

Tiff: For me it’s the beautiful snapdragon, the colours are so
deep and they are so velvety that when you put them into
an arrangement it just looks stunning. Arrangements are all
about creating many different points of interest.
Our plans for the next few months include preparing to
make Christmas wreaths so we will be focusing on willow
bases and moss wreaths, which means we can avoid using
floral foam. We are busy planning these and gathering
and drying grasses, and collecting seed pods which will be
incorporated in the display.
It’s a very busy job, but we feel so lucky to be doing
something that gives us and our customers so much
pleasure!
www.theshropshireflowercompany.co.uk
Tel: 07941 558523

Emily: We avoid plastic and use only recyclable or
compostable wrapping such as brown craft paper and
hessian string. Some of our customers have a bucket which
we can pop the flowers in, to further reduce the need for
packaging, a key part of our approach.
We grow, then cut the night before or on the morning
of delivery, then it’s bunched up and on somebody’s
doorstep within hours. We are lucky to have a really
strong subscription base which has grown over three years,
this means that customers have flowers delivered weekly,
fortnightly or monthly.
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Promoting Well Being since 1982

THE Health & Beauty Clinic
Treatments Available:

Pam Allsop
The Old Bakehouse, Churchway, Church Stretton
Tel: 01694 723899, Email: pamallsop@churchway.plus.com
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Theatre, Flicks, and Other Events - Recovery and Future
Introduction
e are still
thinking of
planning for
recovery of our school
theatre and cinema
following Covid-19
restrictions.
The virus and restrictions are likely to be with us for
some time. So even though we are not able to re-open as yet
we need to plan and consider what our future approach may
be.
In reality, full recovery from the situation may take
some time and it is unlikely that we will (or even may want
to) return to exactly as it was before. Because we may wish
to take the opportunity to rethink, change or improve some
of the things we were doing.
We need however to be flexible and adaptable,
responding to what clearly has been a challenging time,
impacting on all our lives and our fantastic community
theatre and cinema experience. We will need to do this
in imaginative and safe ways and in accordance with
appropriate advice. We need to take stock, look ahead and
hopefully bounce back!
This article is not intended to offer any final solutions
or recommendations but to consider how we might recover.

W

Your Theatre at Home Experience
We should take a moment to thank all our partners who
have allowed us to promote and share our weekly screenings
over the past months.
Feedback from our audience has been heartwarming
and we do hope that you have found some comfort from
still being able to sample the best of British theatre in your
homes.
Theatre at Home has been a great success. Screenings
from The National Theatre for example have entertained
8,321,162 households around the world with 17 plays from
their back catalogue. We hope this has raised awareness
of the importance that art and culture play in our lives.
National Theatre Live report that audiences have grown
significantly as a result:

We look forward to getting back to what normal might
be – and when?
When will the Arts and Culture industry be returning to
‘normal’ in Church Stretton?
A difficult question to answer!
There is no doubt that the arts – arguably – face the longest
road to recovery. The suggestion from some is that live
theatre events will not return until 2021.
Whenever the arts return there will be the need – and
we need to be in a position – to rebuild the theatre and
cinema visit habit and this will take careful planning and
some time to build up audience confidence to return.
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How do we – and even
do we want to – come
back from this?
We remain committed to
our objective of using our
fantastic theatre facilities
to show the best top
theatre productions and
films and to raise funds for the PTA. So, we need to assure
people that if it is safe and possible to do so, and we have
the necessary permissions, then we will re-commence the
theatre experience.
Are we going to be able to accommodate theatre
within our school environment whilst some Covid-19
restrictions are still in place?
It is unlikely that theatre and cinema can be safely
accommodated when we would normally return in
September.
Our discussions with the school will continue. We must
respect the school approach because the health and safety of
school students, staff, volunteers, visitors, and our audience
are of paramount importance. That is why we are not able
to commit to any opening of our theatre or for Flicks in the
Sticks in the near future.
Even if we do return to ‘normality’ there will be the
need to consider, amongst other things:
from government, the schools trust, school and governors?
accommodating theatre and audiences economically and
safely with restrictions in place?
insurance cover for this?
place if we do re-open?
technical. Are our volunteers still going to be available and
willing to help out?
Our Volunteers
We have a very good and dedicated volunteer base in
Church Stretton. There is however an absence of volunteers
generally within the PTA. We need to maintain a volunteer
base that is available and willing and to support succession
for:
promotion

Will our volunteers be motivated to return? May some
choose not to? Have we done enough to keep them engaged
during this time so they still feel part of us and want to return?
What if they don’t, and we need to assess likelihood and
impact on being able to deliver events?
continued on page 54
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Art and Culture in Church Stretton - continued
Initiatives
Should we in the meantime look, for example, at future
initiatives:
has organised successfully in the past, for example the
Community Games, the Medieval Celebrations, the
StrettFest and MusicFest.
theatre and cinema, not only for ‘social distancing theatre/
cinema’ (which is likely to be with us for some time) but
for future community use, particularly in summer months.
There are many outdoor spaces in Church Stretton where
this could be accommodated. Would a mobile
facility be an idea to share around different
venues?
If so, then please contact Alan Fox (contact
details below).
There has been a good response to some
of the ideas mooted. The idea of a cohesive
message from all the Church Stretton
Arts and Culture organisations is worth
exploring further. This has started with the
Church Stretton Community Led Plan.
It is thought that there is significant
potential for development here if we could link
arts to tourism for example, and get organisations to think
outside the box.
Arts Alive tell us that it chimes with the plan they have
to create Cultural Community Hubs, where a hub of flicks
and live event village halls in an area all come together to
create a hub of cultural activities in the community.
A positive result from the initial idea mooted in Focus
has emerged. There is the possibility that 2021 could see
the reinstatement of the Church Stretton Music Festival.
This may take a slightly different form in future, a festival
to include headline and local acts. Here are a couple of
reactions and comments we have received:

T

hanks to Ian Kerry of Arts Alive and
Church Stretton School, Flicks in
the Sticks was founded in Church
Stretton in the Autumn of 2006 under the
creative management of John and Eileen
Woolmer and a small team of volunteers.
The immediate success of Church Stretton
Flicks enabled John to obtain grants to
update the projection and sound equipment. Driving
that equipment was initially John’s responsibility but he
delegated it to Eric Brown after the first year. Eric and
Lesley eventually took on the overall management of Flicks
and with all the original volunteers Flicks became a Church
Stretton fixture on the first Monday of each month.
With the arrival of Covid-19 Flicks in the Sticks
is unlikely to be seen in the town for many months to
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“Regarding the recent post about future arts and
cultural projects in Church Stretton, I would be happy
to explore the possibility of relaunching an annual music
festival. I envisage this taking the form of a not-for-profit
project, intended to champion live music in the town
and bring the community together. I have the relevant
knowledge and expertise from my ‘day job’ and also a huge
number of useful contacts within the live music community
in Shropshire and beyond. I am confident that such an
event would attract a high calibre of collaborators from
within the town itself and the surrounding area.”
“It was good to ‘meet’ you all last night and to see
people motivated to do something positive for
their community…Keep the event family
based, without ‘excluding’ anyone especially.
The youth of today are terribly neglected
locally so maybe try to engage with
somewhat disenfranchised youth so they
are positive about the event too and want to
attend and contribute to [it] positively.”
So, all these initiatives will be explored
in more detail and it is hoped that some further
positive actions will materialise.
We will be looking for further ideas, sponsors,
and volunteers.
Conclusions
There are many questions and some suggestions here. There
are no solutions or conclusions. This is intended to set us
thinking, to expand on conversations already held, and to
consider how we recover, and continue to support art and
culture in Church Stretton.
If you can help in any way as a sponsor or volunteer, or
if you have any ideas on how we can recover from current
restrictions, how we can improve, or develop further
initiatives then please contact me.
Alan Fox - email alandavidfox@live.co.uk or telephone 725588.

come. The limits of social gathering, the
vulnerability of much of the audience and the
overriding need to preserve the safety of the
School mean that after 13 years and almost
100 showings, Eric and Lesley Brown have
decided that the time is now right to hand
the organisation of Church Stretton Flicks
on to new management, with the hope of
restarting early next year. Handing over now will allow the
incoming organiser the time and space to plan a future
programme of films with a fresh eye. Eric and Lesley
will of course be happy to help with any information
that might be needed during the transition. If you have
an interest in film and would like to keep a much-loved
Church Stretton amenity running, please consider taking
this on. It is immensely rewarding.
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Occasional Advertisements

Occasional adverts are
not indexed

To place an occasional advertisement, please contact adverts@strettonfocus.co.uk
Size: 60 x 35mm, price £7.50 per month

I took this photo while I was walking along the Portway. I came across this pony which was drinking
from the pond. I always carry a camera and this photo picks up the atmosphere of the windy day and
the feistiness of the pony.
Anne-Helen Harding
Stretton Focus
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Ben Carter
Landscaping, Grounds,
Property Maintenance
Hedge cutting & reductions
lawn care, mowing, spraying
garden clearance
fencing installation/repairs
shed building/repairs
Mini Digger work
Please call 07891 376638
or 01743 718802
for further information

tidy
garden
for all your gardening
needs
Planting, pruning
mowing, hedging, etc.

Call Bob Rogers
Tel: 01743 244402
or 07981 814518

Integral
Gardens

Carlo
01743 344417
07963 991533

KEITH
WARRINGTON
LANDSCAPE
SERVICES
All aspects of garden
maintenance undertaken

FREE ESTIMATES
Tel: 01694 658060
or 01584 861884
Mob: 07742 945768

56

September 2020

Stretton Focus

