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I

n 2019 my wife and I visited some of the battlefields,
cemeteries, memorials and museums of the Somme.
We’d intended to go in 2018, but owing to a classic
piece of incompetence over the booking, we ended up going
the following year. Despite the fact that we’d missed the
World War One armistice centenary, this proved beneficial.
The world was elsewhere, and silent
contemplation became somehow easier than
it might have been in 2018.
Though it’s November 2020, the
time and conditions for reflection on
human vulnerability and mortality seem
likely to be even more appropriate, if
COVID continues the relentless march of
its microscopic army. It’s a good time to
remember and reflect, particularly in view
of this year’s commemorations of the end
of the Second War. More on this in the
magazine.
There’s been a good deal on poetry
recently, as the conditions encourage us
to read more reflectively too. I’ve tried
to connect this with November 1918 through an article
on Wilfred Owen, and Thelma Thompson continues our
series on writing poetry. I’ve been delighted to see, through
reading about Joanna Clark’s workshops organised by
the Friends of Church Stretton Library, how engaged the
community has become with poetry, and it has been an eyeopener to read some of the poetry produced. I look forward
to more.
A particular interest for me this time, as a resident of
Little Stretton, is Dr David Haigh’s scrupulously researched
piece on the village’s lost retail business – a fascinating
exploration, and I’d encourage other contributors to
write articles on our villages, which are steeped in untold
histories. Meanwhile, our Chairman tells us the historical

connection between pole dancing and what you can do with
a greased sheep. All will be revealed in the magazine.
We have had plenty of photos this month as
contributors admire our great covers, and we have selected a
few, reproducing them for your delectation. Unfortunately,
we can’t publish all we receive – I hadn’t realised just how
many fine amateur photographers there are in
the area – but please, if you’re including any
photo in an article, make sure it’s at a high
enough resolution for us to publish, send it as
a separate file, make sure it has a purpose, and
make sure it has quality!
As I focus on categories in this editorial,
it reminds me that we’ve had requests to
organise the magazine into categories. We’ve
tried this, but it doesn’t work, sadly. Fitting
everything into a number of pages that’s a
multiple of four, with advertising pages and
Voices spread throughout the magazine, as
our advertisers and churches wish, along with
other constraints, leaves us with a challenging
jigsaw to solve. Separation into categories,
though desirable, adds an insurmountable level of difficulty.
Finally, we’re wondering if anyone attempts or solves
our crosswords from Stan Yelds. Please let us know if you do
– he’s keen for the feedback – and also whether we should
have more or fewer light-hearted games, puzzles and jokes.
It seems to me we all need a bit of light in these dark soulsearching times – but we always welcome suggestions as to
the direction we should take.
Our thanks, as always, to all those who support us, in
whatever way. Keep reading, and keep contributing!
Graham Ogdon
Editor-in-Chief for November

From Pazapa Church Stretton

From the Children’s Society

The Committee wishes to thank all who
have given so generously to the Emergency
Appeal in September made on behalf of
Pazapa School and Clinic Jacmel, Haiti.
£1,100 was raised, and with the support
of our Friends Association we are able to send £2500 to
support the staff, children and families at this time.
Thank you all.
Noel Beattie
Chairman

Many thanks to all – from near
and far – who have supported
The Children’s Society stall
at the gate of Becheacre on
Burway Road. It has raised £400 for the society’s work.
Steps are in hand for a well-stocked stall to re-appear in
2021.
Adele Grounds
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What’s On and Group Updates
in the Strettons in November
If you wish to make contact with societies and groups, please see the list in the yellow pages
The following is the latest information, at
the time of going to press, regarding the
suspension of meetings/events in the light
of Covid-19. There are some events planned
for November but this is of course subject
to change at short notice. Please check
websites or with organisers to get the latest
updates.

Christian Meditation

Experience the ancient practice of Christian
Meditation (contemplative prayer) in a small
safe group.
At the moment, we meet online only.
Please contact John Dennison 722599 or
1johndennison@gmail.com
Thursday: 8pm for 8.15pm start
Friday: 2pm for 2.15pm start

’Flu Clinic

Booking is via a dedicated telephone number:
between 3pm and 6pm). Please do not
contact the practice reception as they cannot
book your slot. More information on the
website: www.churchstrettonmedicalpractice.
co.uk

Photographic Exhibition and Sale

Subject to latest government Covid-19
restrictions. Proceeds to Mayfair.

Remembrance Day Observance Service

Please see the Royal British Legion article for
Chairman of CS Branch of RBL.

Hope Bowdler Handbell Ringers

The group is meeting at 2pm in Hope Bowdler
Contact Ruth Jenkins: 724919

Walking for Health

Leaving from outside the HWBC. Small groups
only so if you are interested, please contact
Mayfair.

Service of Commemoration for the
Departed

Friends of CS Library Winter Talks
Tickets: £5. Prior booking is essential as a
safe social distancing.
To book a place, contact Sheila Davies on
723455 or email churchstrettonlibrary@
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and poster for details.
Free admission, retiring collection.

Engaging Issues Talks (Online)
Manda is a veterinary surgeon, a
smallholder, and a successful novelist.
series of Engaging Issues. See main item for
details of how to sign up.
Website: www.engagingissues.org.uk

Stretton Cancer Support Group Meeting
Roger Wilson will take a look at the world

treatment etc.
Please remember that this event is
provisional and will be subject to changes to
Government guidelines.

Saturday Morning Music
and music by Fauré and Frank Bridge.
With Anne Tupling, Sarah Fairbank, John
Fairbank and Richard Walker.
and poster for details.
Free admission, retiring collection.

Engaging Issues Talks (Online)
Andrew writes the press column for the
Church Times.
series of Engaging Issues. See main item for
details of how to sign up.
Website: www.engagingissues.org.uk
to be logged on with Zoom by 7.25pm for

Observation of two minute silence.
Please see the Royal British Legion article for
Chairman of CS Branch of RBL.

www.strettonfocus.co.uk

Music for piano duet and songs with Gill
Styles and Richard Walker.
Please see the Community Messaging Service
for updates.

to be logged on with Zoom by 7.25pm for

Short Remembrance Service

Stretton Focus
Website

Saturday Morning Music

Amnesty International Group Meeting

Meetings are cancelled for the time being but
www.amnesty.org.uk/groups/church-stretton/
about

CS Bridge Club

Closed until further notice. Please check the
website for information:
www.bridgewebs.com/churchstretton

CS Gardening Club

Regrettably, no meetings are planned at
present. We wait to see how regulations
change in the future. In the meantime, enjoy
your garden and stay safe. Contact: 723648
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CS Leisure Centre

At the time of going to press, the centre is
open for gym/pool/classes for adults only. A
https://shropshire.gov.uk/leisure-services/
There are currently no group activities. This
Badminton for All
Japanese Taiko Drumming
Strettons Table Tennis Group
Three Touch Walking Football

Long Mynd Camera Club

Please check the website for updates on
www.longmyndcameraclub.co.uk

Marches Independent Photography (MIP)
Meetings currently suspended but keep
checking website for future meetings:
mip.photium.com

Mayfair/Health & Wellbeing Centre

1-4pm Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays and

Safe re-opening is underway. Please see
Focus for
details on which services are now available
to the public. At the time of going to press,
bookings are by appointment only. Telephone:

We are sadly still not able to have groups

Website: www.mayfaircentre.org.uk

CS Library

National Trust: Carding Mill Valley

Ancient Greek Study Group
Latin Study Group
Local and Family History Session
Mayfair Time to Listen
Reading Group
Rhyme Time

options available. Shop remains closed.

Winter Talks
Writers Groups
Telephone: 722535 or email us
Churchstretton.library@shropshire.gov.uk

CS School Theatre

The School Theatre remains closed to the
general public and will re-open when it is
safe to do so.

CS Stroke Support Group

With regret our meetings are cancelled for
the time being but for any information ring

Parish Centre, St Laurence’s

Closed until further notice for any purpose
except for the Food Bank.
C.A.M.E.O. meetings
Messy Church
Southern Cross Line Dance Class
Do check the website for updates:
www.strettonparish.org.uk

RSPB South Shropshire Local Group

There will be no RSPB events until January

CS Town Council

The Council can be contacted on 722113 or via
email: reception@churchstretton-tc.gov.uk
The Council is updating information
continuously on its website:
www.churchstretton-tc.gov.uk

Knit and Natter at Berry’s
safe social distancing can be assured.
Please contact Liz Strachan for the latest
gmail.com

Ley Gardens

website for volunteering opportunities:
www.nationaltrust.org.uk/carding-mill-valleyand-the-long-mynd

Community events suspended until further
notice. This includes:
Joy Yoga/Joy Yoga Flow

www.rspbsouthshropshire.co.uk

SHI/Friday Night at the Horne

Regrettably, we have decided to postpone
celebration of Simon & Garfunkel) and we
are unable to bring you any further events in

Shropshire Ornithological Society

Meetings for the Church Stretton branch have
check website:
strettonsos.wordpress.com

Shropshire Wildlife Trust Strettons Branch
However, there is a series of wildlife talks
that you can enjoy at home on the YouTube
channel:
www.youtube.com/c/ShropshireWildlifeTrust

Stretton Climate Care Energy Advice

All planned events have been cancelled but
or by email:
info@strettonclimatecare.org.uk

Tuesday Club

Closed until further notice.
Contact: Joy: 723687

Key to Abbreviations/Addresses:
CMV
CS
CS Library
722535
CS School

St. Laurence’s Church/CS Parish Centre
Mayfair
HWBC
to Mayfair, SY6 6BL
Methodist Church
7BG
SHI
High St, SY6 6BY. Tel: c/o CS Town Council
URC
6BY
VH
Contact Numbers
the full number.

The SHI is closed to the public until further
notice. Website for updates:
www.silvesterhorneevents.co.uk
CS Ballroom & Sequence Dance Club
Yoga with David Hedge

Thursday Lunch Club
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Mayfair News
Retirement of Mayfair Trustees Sue Wood and David
Oliver
ne word comes to mind when thinking of Sue Wood
and David Oliver and that is compassion. The word
is fitting as it also includes the word passion, which is
very much what they have both brought to Mayfair.
Sue and David have both known Mayfair since its
embryonic beginnings and have shown parental support and
guidance for Mayfair and the people it involves; they have
helped nurture it into adulthood.
Sue’s background was in nursing and business and David’s
background in education and the local authority. They were
both part of our community, which meant they were able to
bring knowledge and understanding which, along with their
willingness to be involved, made them the ‘go to’ people for
staff, volunteers and clients alike. This rounded approach has
enabled both of them to bring a wealth of experience to the
Trustee role from which Mayfair has greatly benefited.

O

Sue was one of sixty people who responded to a meeting
called to recruit volunteers before the Centre opened. Sue
was a day care staff member before taking up the post of
Volunteer Recruitment Worker in 2002, a post she held for
two years and in that time recruited 180 volunteers. In 2005
she became a Trustee. She has always been one to see where
the needs are, not only of individuals but for the organisation
too. Sue recognised that fundraising needed a lead person and
very quickly formed a fundraising team.
Sue has been a fundraiser extraordinaire; she has a natural
instinct for it. She has a unique ability to engage with people
and get people involved, not just local people but people
outside our community too. We have Sue to thank for setting
up the lottery with IT help from Richard Chanter. It was
Sue who established a relationship with the Midlands Co-op,
which also included our benefiting from the Co-op dividend
scheme. She organised street collections, a free wills service
and legacy leaflet and spear-headed a host of fun and very
successful social events, as well as doing the marketing to

ensure success. Over the years that Sue was involved with
fundraising over £450,000 was raised. This does not include
donations or legacies.
Sue was also involved with the refurbishment of the
Mayfair reception area. The appeal that raised over £100,000
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for the Health and Wellbeing Centre (HandWBC) and
was part of the team that helped design the interior of the
HandWBC. Throughout this time, Sue has always supported
the staff and has made a particular point of showing personal
support to the Chief Officers.
David, as head of Church Stretton School, was a natural
ally when we were seeking start-up money to even realise
Mayfair. David quickly understood what it was we were trying
to do and agreed to be a referee on grant applications.

Although David had a business head, he also had a very
caring head and was encouraging where other less empathic
people could be discouraging. Our involvement with the
school and its pupils, especially the pastoral team, has always
been an added joy to Mayfair activities.
Once David retired he quickly became a Meals-on-Wheels
volunteer for Good Neighbours (who delivered the meals)
and this gave David insight into some of our clients and their
needs. This was a role he loved and was sad to have to give up
because of Covid.
In 2004 David became a Trustee; he took particular
interest in our day care clients and 44Bs as well as young
people. Our Beacon (day care) clients in particular benefited
from David’s flair for anecdotal stories (as have we all) and
many a happy Friday afternoon has been spent listening to
David’s stories and enjoying his quizzes.
David played a pivotal role in helping to realise the
HandWBC. He has been an exemplary Chair; we shall miss
his wisdom and considered approach on the Board.
We are truly indebted both to Sue and David, but very
relieved that they will both continue to be involved with
Mayfair.
They leave us with huge shoes to fill and a huge legacy.
The two words that sum them both up are the words
compassion and exemplary: they have left us role models we
will do our best to follow.
Meg Bacon
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High Sheriff Visits Mayfair
The High Sheriff of Shropshire, Dean Harris, visited Mayfair
to find out more about their important work
at the heart of the community, supporting the
needs of Church Stretton during lockdown.
She learnt that 120 new volunteers had been
recruited for a number of tasks, including
delivering hot meals, taking supplies and
prescriptions to those shielding or self-isolating
and making regular supportive phone calls to
those on their own.
The High Sheriff commented, “The
community spirit in Church Stretton was clear
to see – and the way volunteers and businesses
had pulled together over lockdown to ensure
anyone who was vulnerable had regular supplies
and contact (for example through the phone
calls made by the Mayfair team) was admirable”.
Be a Friend of Mayfair
Thanks to the extraordinary generosity of the community, we
are weathering the storm of the last months.
We now need to set a course for the next years. And we
know that we will be sailing in a different environment. The
realities have changed, and so have demands and expectations.
If Mayfair is to face and meet the challenges of the ‘new
normal’, we will have to adapt, diversify and expand our
services.
If everyone in the community made a small monthly
donation, the total would be significant. It would provide
Mayfair with the security to be able to plan for the future and
to enhance the services which are so valued.
Donation forms are available at Mayfair or on the website
www.mayfaircentre.org.uk or ring 722077.
We are asking everyone to consider contributing in this
way, to be a ‘Friend of Mayfair’.

The High Sheriff with Mayfair staff and volunteers
And by advertising your support with our car/window
sticker, you will encourage others to do the same.
We can do this together, for our Strettons community.
Janet Ward
Fundraising for Mayfair Christmas Shopping Events
Mayfair Community Centre has done an amazing job
supporting people during the Coronavirus crisis this year.
To give something back, Heart and Soul Beauty (local
Independent Body Shop at Home business) wants to help
fundraise by donating its 25% commission on sales to
Mayfair. Join a live internet Zoom Shopping Event, receive
an e-catalogue via email, or a Corona pre-isolated paper
catalogue to your door. For more information please email
srcooke2497@outlook.com or phone 07598 222762.
Sally Cooke

What’s on at Mayfair in November
Mondays

Hairdresser Joanne 8.30am-4pm
Sports Massage Jan Crate 10am-1pm
HandWBC Connexus 9am-5pm
HandWBC Podiatry
HandWBC Audiology
Reiki Kate Schenk 9.30am-12.30pm
Physiotherapist Chris Turner 6-9pm

Tuesdays

Chiropractor Gary Smart 11am-7pm
Walking for Health: Next Steps
10.30am
Angela’s Belly Dancing 5.45-6.45pm
and 7-8pm

Stretton Focus
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Wednesdays

Chiropodist Pius Karena 9am-5pm
Chiropractor Gary Smart 10am-1pm
HandWBC Diabetic Eye Screening
HandWBC Midwives
Walking for Health: Grade 1 11am
Angela’s Just Dance 9.30-10.30am and
7.30-8.30pm
Crèche

Thursdays

Chiropodist Pius Karena 9am-5pm
Walking for Health: Grade 2 10.30
HandWBC Connexus 9am-5pm
Chiropractor Gary Smart 8.30am-3pm

Fridays

Hairdresser Jo 8.30am-4pm
HandWBC Audiology
Crèche am
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Offally Good Kidney Stew

I

’m sticking my neck out here as I know a lot of
people either violently dislike kidneys or have
never tried them, but my lovely mum used to
cook a version of this on toast for our breakfast as a
special treat back in the 60s before we walked a good
mile or so to school, and we all loved it. We also
thought we were dead posh! I sometimes struggle
to buy lamb’s kidneys here in Church Stretton so
perhaps they are much loved and in demand here
too!
This makes a very reasonable, quick and tasty
one pan meal at any time of day and you can play
about with the vegetables according to what you
have to hand. This time I tipped in some leftover
oven-roasted veg. from a previous meal which
worked a treat.
Serves 2
Ingredients
2 rashers bacon of choice – chopped
Quick cooking vegetables – I used some kale
and courgette and added some spinach at end to
just wilt
3-4 lamb’s kidneys – halved and then each half
into about 3 pieces
Generous serving of mushrooms – halved
Worcestershire Sauce to taste
(Cooked leftover vegetables – optional)
Gravy granules or stock cube (lamb, beef or
veg.) and thickening
Parsley – chopped
Seasoning to taste
Method
Place all the ingredients as far as the Worcestershire Sauce
into a medium sized saucepan and add water to almost
cover. Cover and bring to the boil then cook for 5-10
minutes or so depending on how well done you like your
kidneys.
Stir in any pre-cooked vegetables if using and heat
through thoroughly (around 5 minutes).
Add the stock cube and stir well. Add spinach if using.
Cook for further 5 minutes or until piping hot.
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Thicken at this point if you’ve used a stock cube. Or
add gravy granules to thicken to taste.
Season to taste and serve garnished with chopped
parsley.
I like my kidneys a little pink, but this can be cooked
for longer if you prefer yours to be ‘less colourful’. Smoked
paprika, added with the seasonings, gives a different but
equally satisfying flavour. A drained tin of cannellini or
butter beans would be a nice addition too as would a
handful of frozen peas.
Can be served on buttered toast (my favourite of
course), rice, couscous, polenta, or is lovely with mashed
potato and vegetables.
Heidi

£100

198

£50

574

£20

169

£10

428
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Roger Lucas

Craven Arms 01588 672761

Painter
and
Decorator
4, High Street, Church Stretton, Shropshire, SY6 6BU
01694 720189
info@thedoorknockercompany.co.uk
www.thedoorknockercompany.co.uk

01694 723237
07772 705856

And much much more at our
hardware store

ANDREW WEBSTER

G. H. JONES & SON

PAINTER AND DECORATOR
INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR

Est. 1966

CITY and GUILDS TRAINED
OVER 40 YEAR'S EXPERIENCE
FIRST CLASS WORK GUARANTEED
AT VERY COMPETiTIVE RATES
TEL: 01694 724574
MOBILE: 07779 825908

PAINTERS & DECORATORS

Telephone: Church Stretton
(01694) 722148
Mobile: 07808 670806

PHILIP HOOPER
PIANO &
HARPSICHORD
TUNER

D. R. TIPTON
Decorator

REPAIRS &
OVERHAULS
TEL:- 01694 724461

Tel: 01694 723862
Mob: 07946 323819

E. B. JONES
PAINTER & DECORATOR
35 Years Experience
Interior & Exterior
All Work Guaranteed
Tel: Church Stretton 01694 724010
Stretton Focus
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Social Gatherings
ollowing discussions between the agencies involved,
it has been reluctantly decided, in the light of the
continuing social distancing requirements, that it will
not be possible this year to have a Bonfire Night or the usual
community gathering in the Square for the Switching-On of
the Christmas Lights or the accompanying Christmas Party
in the Silvester Horne Institute. However, in combination
with the local traders, the Town Council will be providing
the Christmas Lights, with the Rotary Club providing the
traditional Tree of Light.
So as to mark Remembrance Day, the Royal British
Legion and the Rector of St. Laurence Church have planned
a Remembrance Day Service in Rectory Field for strictly
limited numbers. Stretton Players are still hoping that it
will be possible to stage their production of Neil Simon’s
Barefoot in the Park in the SHI from November 25th-28th,
albeit with much smaller pre-booked audiences and all the
necessary precautions.
Discussions are ongoing about whether it might be
possible to have a Christmas Carol Service for limited
numbers in Rectory Field on Christmas Eve.

F

Closure of TSB Bank
The announcement of the TSB Bank that it will be closing
its branch on the High Street on 12th May 2021 is highly
regrettable, because it is the last remaining bank in the
town. It will undoubtedly impact on trade and footfall in
the town, as well as causing considerable inconvenience
for its customers. It is most unlikely that representations to
the Bank will result in any change of heart. However, the
Council will make enquiries of the banks about possible
attenuation measures, such as the one-day-per-week banking
option that has been instituted in some towns left without
banks or possibly another cash-point, as well as training for
bank customers in online banking.
Sandford Avenue Park
This Park was bequeathed to the town, as a Charity, a 100
years ago, but ever since the by-pass was built in the Second
World War, squeezing it between what is now the A49 and
the railway line, it has had a problem of inaccessibility,
whether by car or on foot. The cost of maintaining the park
has risen over the years, with only a minor income from the
bowls, tennis and croquet clubs using the facilities. The play
equipment is much liked by children but it and much of the
park is now in need of significant investment.
However, it would not be possible to justify such
spending of local Council Tax, unless there were much
greater use of the park by all generations, resulting in a
higher income. That will probably necessitate an access
off the A49 with a car park, together with possible
improvement of the pedestrian access. The Council
could not contemplate such an expensive undertaking
without exploring options and consulting widely with the
community. To that end, the Council has created a Task
Group to begin the process of investigation. The Council
would like to hear from anyone who might be interested in
helping to take this work forward.

The Household Survey also
highlighted residents’ strong
commitment to conservation and
they have just demonstrated that
commitment by contributing over
£25,000 to enable local wildlife
volunteers to purchase a first tranche of the rare local
wetland area, now known as Cudwell Meadow, for
conservation work. This was all achieved within three
months! Rectory Wood and Field is close to being
recognised as our second Local Nature Reserve after
Coppice Leasowes. As the town is at the heart of the
Shropshire Hills Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty, with
these assets we are well placed to appeal to conservationminded visitors to help sustain our local economy.
Leisure Centre
The Council has recently responded to Shropshire Council’s
Consultation Exercise on its revised Indoor Leisure Services
Strategy. This sets out the aim of ensuring that all residents
across the county are within reasonable travelling distance of
the full range of leisure facilities, including swimming pools.
However, the Council clearly states that it will, in future,
be confining its funding to six main swimming pools in the
largest towns and four in smaller towns. The small size and
age of our swimming pool makes it a candidate for closure.
The Council has liaised closely with the very active
Stretton Pool Action (SPA) community group in making
the case for retaining the pool, even though it requires
significant capital investment. The Household Survey earlier
in the year evidenced strong community support for the
pool. The Strategy itself points out that Church Stretton
residents have the furthest to travel to the nearest alternative
pool. Because the pool is used by residents from across a
wide area, the Council requested surrounding parish and
town councils to join in supporting the retention of the
pool.
Staffing Changes
We congratulate our Amenities and Services Officer,
Mike Turner, who is leaving us this month to take up a
Town Clerk post in Telford. With the confirmation of the
ill-health retirement of our present Town Clerk, Danny
Chetwood, we are in the process of recruiting his successor.
Owing to the long term sick leave of the Personal Assistant,
Trish Morris, as well, the Council is seeking to secure locum
cover for both Mike’s and Trish’s positions. This will enable
the incoming Town Clerk to be fully involved in recruiting
a re-configured administrative team for the ever growing
and changing responsibilities of the Town Council. Given
all these staffing developments, the Council is grateful to
our receptionist, Rachel James, who continues to respond,
in a warm and helpful way, to the continuous stream of
enquiries to the Town Council office. However, it would be
appreciated if enquirers made some allowance in terms of
speed of response for our current staffing situation.
Cllr. Bob Welch
Town Mayor

Conservation

10

November 2020

Stretton Focus

by Stan Yelds
19 across has no definition in the clue and
gives the (local) theme of this crossword.
Other clues are normal apart from thirteen
thematic answers that have neither definitions
nor grid references – these are to be solved and
fitted into the grid jigsaw-fashion.
Across
8. 30 on the way out (3)
10. Early fare from artist in a long
retrospective (7)
11. Woman – no name, no nothing (3)
12. Wisdom contained, we hear in trying
situation (3,5)
17. Upset done, any need for soothing? (7)
19. The beginning of his troubles (5)
28. Embarrass, when Scot’s home (6)
32. Down under, Edna starts appearing
soon (3)
34. Little girl – sounds like 30 on the
way in (3)
Down
1. Money bends the law (6)
2. Passed by re-doing revision (7)
7. Unspecified area of New York, we
hear, is in chaos (8)
16. So with this arranged lifts (6)
18. Bob and Sandy improvising – in one
of these? (3,5)
21. Me and my little helper (7)
22. Feathers in first-class condition (7)
23. Divers go in sea producing great discomfort (7)
30. Sea-change? (4)
31. 30 at speed (3)
Thematic
Probed whole organisation … (4,7)
… three accounts with order to be processed (4,7)
A single setter (8)
Pulverise the French (7)
Instill nobility (7)
Ethel met him inside (7)
Might Elgar’s return be hiding the answer? (7)
Oddly, brood about Ray (7)
Deceived academic (6)
Lower brackets completely (6)
Ally we neglected (6)
Bonfire remains permitted (6)
Laze about in hotel, right? (6)
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Opening and Questioning
orship is not there because God
demands it: it is there for man. If the
lockdown did nothing else, it showed
us that the world still goes around without collective
worship. The world doesn’t fall apart if praise, confession,
absolution, sacraments, ceremony and all their trappings do
not happen. Man needs them, not God.
So, what is worship all about and how must it change
after six months of not meeting?
Rituals and ceremonies are not central to a reformed
church. Fellowship is more important, and a context of
learning is valued. Reform implies review and change,
readiness to take on fresh ideas, listening to the fellowship,
being modern in approach. Each reformed church sees
things differently and makes its own local decisions.
Our world is changing. Change is now so fast that what
was modern two years ago is not modern today. Habits
are hard to break and we tend to look back nostalgically.
We have to accept limitations, worship without singing,
distancing, and a context of continuing uncertainty. So
how do we develop our worship in ways which take our
fellowship forward?
An obvious question is to ask how we fit God in. We
remember from Luke (Ch17 v21) that “the kingdom of God
is within you”. Paul tells us that the word of God is not
written with ink on paper, it’s written by the Spirit on the
human heart (2 Corinthians 3:3). One of the non-canonical
gospels (Philip) adds: “if you are not resurrected in life, you
will receive nothing when you are dead”. Ancient wisdom
says to us that we must explore ourselves and our lives.
As a church we say we are “open, inclusive,
questioning”. These values come to the fore at a time when
we must manage risk. We must not trap the past although
we can respect it. The coming months will be an adventure
of faith as we find new questions. Being unable to sing does
not mean we cannot explore music. After listening to a
reading, we may develop our understanding together rather
than through a traditional sermon. Prayer can be personal
within shared silence and it becomes more powerful when
shared.
So, remember that worship is about man – the kingdom
of God is within you.
Roger Wilson

W

G

overnment restrictions permitting, we plan to
offer two Saturday morning concerts at 10.30am
on 14th and 28th November at the United
Reformed Church. See the box for details, but please
check Community Messaging regularly for any updates –
including possible cancellation.
If you would like to come to one or both of these
concerts, please email me at rhandegwalker@googlemail.
com, with the names of those wishing for seats, postal
address and contact number. Please note that audience size
is strictly limited; I will, however, operate a waiting list in
case there are any last-minute cancellations. In my reply I
will give further details of the arrangements, and ask for
confirmation that attendees are fit and free of Covid-19
symptoms.
We can’t, alas, organise refreshment after the concerts,
but there are plenty of coffee shops in town. There is a small
car park at the side of the church – first come, first served.
Let’s hope that these concerts actually take place, and we
can restart one aspect of our lives at last. Please support us
if you can – to show that there is a demand for live musicmaking in the town!
Richard Walker
Saturday Morning Music
The United Reformed Church, Church Stretton
14th November
Music for piano duet and songs
Gershwin’s Rhapsody in Blue, Pizzicato Polka,
excerpts from Sleeping Beauty, and songs by
Schumann and Poulenc
Gill Styles and Richard Walker
28th November
Mozart’s Piano Quartet in Eb major
and music by Fauré and Frank Bridge
Anne Tupling, Sarah Fairbank, John Fairbank
and Richard Walker
Free admission, retiring collections

1. What trumpet-shaped article is used to concentrate one’s voice in a
specific direction?
2. In which river was the infant Moses hidden in a basket in the bulrushes?
3. By what name was Linden B. Johnson’s wife known?
4. What is the correct name for Marsh Gas?
5. What is the word for an Islamic Holy War?
Answers on page 42
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WILLOWBATCH

SHROPSHIRE
SWEEP

CARDING MILL VALLEY

JON PROSSER
Tel: 01785 509333
Mobile: 07946 134783

CHIMNEY SWEEP
AND
VACUUM SERVICE

on 01694 722358 or
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Practical, No-nonsense, Planning and Building Advice!
Call for a friendly initial discussion regarding your project
Tel: 01694 720123
mail@strataassociates.co.uk
www.strataassociates.co.uk

HILARY'S CHILDCARE
Church Stretton Nursery,
after school and holiday club,
Children 0 - 12 years. OFSTED
rated good, qualified early
years teacher and forest school.
Call 01694 724270
www.hilaryschildminders.co.uk
14
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M

ost Church Stretton residents know the name
Not many residents know the full range of services
of Bob Welch, if not his face. Through his
provided by the Town Council, or what services are
professional career in social care, Bob was in
provided by Shropshire Council. Very often Town
contact with local politicians in over 50 authorities around
Council office staff field enquiries that they then
the country, so he came to appreciate their potential for
pass on to Shirehall; for example, issues relating to
promoting social well-being.
roads, pavements or footpaths. The Town Council is
Bob and his wife moved to Church Stretton 22 years
responsible for managing three Charitable Trusts relating
ago and Bob was soon involved in community life. He stood to the Silvester Horne Institute, Sandford Avenue Park
as a Town Councillor after
and Richard Robinson
he led a public campaign,
Field but also other facilities
which was, unfortunately,
such as Russell’s Meadow
unsuccessful, to stop the Town
and the new Pavilion,
and District Councils from
cemeteries, public toilets
building houses at the entrance
as well as the majority of
to Russell’s Meadow. He
streetlights in the town. A
was elected in 2005 and has
complete list is available on
since been closely involved in
the town website at https://
resisting successive attempts by
www.churchstretton-tc.
developers to build executive
gov.uk/your-council/whathousing estates on the slopes
we-do/ or by enquiring
surrounding the town. Bob
at the offices on the High
says, “I support the building
Street.
Bob says, “I believe that
of limited extra housing in
the National Curriculum
appropriate locations, on the
for Schools should provide
basis of evidenced local need,
more education about how
to ensure the future resilience
our political system works
of our community”.
at all levels, to encourage
Church Stretton Town
the citizens of tomorrow to
Council is made up of 13
exercise their democratic
Councillors, five representing
rights and to become more
Church Stretton South, four
actively involved in shaping
Church Stretton North and
their communities. The
two each for Little Stretton
Town Council has set up
and All Stretton. Councillors
a Community-Led Plan
are charged with representing
Steering Group of volunteers
the needs of their particular
Bob Welch, Mayor of Church Stretton
to canvas the opinions of
communities. The Council
residents of all ages about the future of our town over the
carries out periodic consultations to gather residents’
next decade and beyond, and has been delighted by the
opinions, as in the recent Household and Housing Needs
enthusiastic engagement from the pupils at St. Lawrence
Surveys. Councillors elect a Chairman/Mayor in May each
Primary School.
year.
As has been demonstrated through this pandemic,
Bob was first elected Chairman/Mayor in 2008 and
there is a strong commitment to volunteering in our
was re-elected to serve for four years in all. He was again
community and people can contribute in a variety of
elected in 2019 and has continued in the role for a further
different ways. With elections to the Town Council coming
year, without an election, because of the exceptional
up in May next year, Bob is keen to encourage residents of
circumstances of the Covid-19 pandemic. Larger Councils,
all ages, but particularly those of working age, to consider
like Shropshire, separate the roles of Chairman and Mayor;
the Chairman leads the executive, while the Mayor performs standing for election, so that the Council can be more truly
representative of the community.
a more ceremonial role. Shropshire’s Chairman normally
Bob acknowledges that there are frustrations in having
serves for a four-year term, and a different Mayor is elected
each year. As government funding for councils has decreased to work through local government procedures but there are
also opportunities to make a real difference. He says, “Our
over the last decade, larger authorities have devolved
next great challenge is to build a community consensus
responsibilities from county to town councils, although not
on how to adapt our historic town centre to the changing
necessarily with attached funding. Negotiations between
needs of the 21st century. The exceptional circumstances
councils on such issues can take a number of years.
of the pandemic give us the opportunity to learn what
Bob confirms, “It has been a great privilege to serve
changes would best serve traders, residents and visitors
as Mayor and to represent such a caring and supportive
alike, having regard to the over-arching requirements of
community with its rich cultural life. I am proud of the
climate change”.
town’s commitment to conserving its historic heritage and
Christine Williams
its surrounding landscape”.
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T

he first week or so of November is marked by
several events reminding us to ‘Remember.’
The Christian festival of All Saints occurs first.
I wonder what you think of when you hear the word
‘saints?’ Maybe you have a favourite story of a saint
remembered since childhood; maybe it is St Francis, or
maybe you think of St Cecilia who reportedly sang to God
as she died and so is very special to musicians. But I would
like to challenge our view of saints and not remember
them as dusty figures from the past or those who are so
holy they are unreachable. We are all saints, living in the
present, with an eye on the future, although by having this
view I am not decrying those whose lives have inspired us
both from the Bible and since then. As part of this festival
there is a chance to particularly remember those we have
loved and lost, and many people tell us how helpful they
find our Service of Commemoration for the Departed.
This year it is on Sunday 1st November at 4pm at St
Laurence’s Church.
The next time we are called to remember is on the 5th
November. “Remember, remember the fifth of November.

S

crappies continues to support our loyal crafty
customers with restricted opening times. Please check
website and Facebook for any new opening times.

Opening times and safety measures:
Planning your visit:
The store is open on Wednesdays and Saturdays from
10am to 4pm by appointment only.
Please phone 07933 843 570 to make an appointment
to the shop.
The last appointment of the day will be at 3.30pm.
Please try to restrict the size of your group and inform
us when booking if there are going to be more than two
people in a party.

Giggle Corner

Donations:
We welcome donations of items for use in children’s
education and creative arts on Saturday afternoons,
between 2.00pm and 4.00pm, by appointment only.
We cannot accept donations at any other time.
Please phone 07933 843 570 to make an appointment
to make donations.
Thank you for your understanding: we look forward to
seeing you all soon!
The Scrappies Team

Sourced by Ken Willis

Customer: I brought these bacon rashers back. They are bad.
Butcher: That’s impossible – the bacon was only cured last
week.
Customer: ???
Teacher: What happened to Babylon?
Pupil: It fell.
Teacher: What happened to Nineveh?
Pupil: It was destroyed.
Teacher: And what happened to Tyre?
Pupil: ???
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Gunpowder, treason and plot.” Here we are
remembering an event that could have changed
the course of British history. Of course, many
of the events of 1605 are lost in the mystery of
time but we have continued to use this event in
history as a marker for a celebration.
And then we have Remembrance Day itself which we
mark on the 11th November. Remembrance Day and the
two minute silence have been observed since the end of the
First World War, but their relevance remains undiminished.
When we bow our heads in reflection, we remember those
who fought for our freedom during the two World Wars.
But we also mourn and honour those who have lost their
lives in more recent conflicts.
This year, we may also want to use this season of
remembrance as a time to reflect on the challenging times
we face but to look forward in hope to better times to come.
“But those who hope in the LORD will renew their
strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run
and not grow weary, they will walk and not be faint.”
(Isaiah 40:31)
Revd Christobel Hargraves

Guess (or improve on) the punchlines!
Braggart: I can trace my ancestors back to the Kings of
Tara.
Sarcastic Listener: I suppose they were in the Ark with
Noah as well.
Braggart: ???
Original punchlines given on page 42
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ALL PLUMBING JOBS
PLUMBING

CALL PETER FLOYD
(30 YEARS EXPERIENCE)
RELIABLE SERVICE, REASONABLE PRICES

07885 585849

A. S. MORRIS & SON
Sandford Avenue, Church Stretton

FUNERAL DIRECTORS
PRIVATE CHAPEL
Tel: Church Stretton 722876
NIGHT AND DAY
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Green Keeping, Church Stretton Golf Course,
by Bill Ross

Pony, Long Mynd, by Bill Ross

Just a few of the wonderful photographs submitted to us recently. Keep them coming!

Buzzard, Wenlock Edge, by Terry Moore

Brown Hare, Ticklerton, by Terry Moore

Roe Deer, Wenlock Edge, by Terry Moore

September Dawn, Rushbury, by Peter Steggles
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LEE BROWN PLUMBING AND HEATING
GAS, NATURAL AND LPG, DOMESTIC AND COMMERCIAL CATERING ENGINEERS

GAS AND BOILER SERVICING, INSTALLATIONS AND BREAKDOWNS
COOKERS AND FIRES
GAS SAFETY CERTIFICATES
LANDLORD SAFETY CERTIFICATES
SMALL PLUMBING WORK ALWAYS UNDERTAKEN
UNVENTED CYLINDERS, POWER FLUSHING
ENERGY EFFICIENCY AND
WATER REGULATIONS
TEL: 01694 724429
MOBILE: (DAYTIME): 07870 754201
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I

n the enfolding pre-dawn darkness of a fog-bound
November day in 1918, in the sort of penetrating damp
only the plains of Northern France can offer, a young
British officer stands on the bank of a canal. He is little
more than a boy, but has already seen more than any man
should.
Whether it is safe to stand thus exposed is questionable,
but our bombardment has been pounding the demoralised
enemy on the other bank for some time, and it has to be
taken on trust that ‘the Boche’ have fallen back. After all,
the officer can barely even see the man next to him as the
Second Manchesters, lined along the water’s edge, await the
signal to move.
Even gung-ho Colonel Marshall has expressed his
misgivings about the attack, but the top brass are notorious
for failing to learn lessons from the Somme more than two
years before. He is outranked. All doubt has been waved
away with a highly decorated arm.
5.45. Zero hour. They must cross. The bridge building
begins. Kerosene cans, cork floats, duckboards all to be
roped and wired together. Over the Oise-Sambre canal in 30
minutes – that’s the plan.
And to begin with, it all goes rather well. Cork is
virtually unsinkable. But this is saturated and heavy from
previous use, and the men will tire quickly. Work begins to
slow. When a shell lands nearby, there is a long delay while
they make repairs. Time moves on.

The Oise-Sambre Canal near Ors. Photo: Graham Ogdon
In fact, it moves on so rapidly that the light comes up,
the mist lifts and the enemy, regrouping, begin to fire with
precision. The young officer and some of his men drag a
raft into the water and load it with more planks of wood to
speed up the repairs. They push out towards the far bank,
which has become all too clear in the growing daylight.
The enemy are vicious in retreat. Shells fall around the
raft and bullets sing on the wire or thud into the bank. As
he and the others stand to pass the duckboards across to
the pioneers on the bridge, there is a gasp, barely audible
amid the general mayhem, and he falls. For him, time
swerves backward and the light of dawn is subsumed in an
interminable night.
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It is 8.30 am, and what’s left of the Second Manchesters
reaches its objective, albeit hours behind time, in this, the
very last battle of the war. But one of them is not Second
Lieutenant Wilfred Owen, the 25-year old Shropshire lad
from Oswestry, whose corpse is hauled into cover.
The date is 4th November 1918. Exactly a week later,
on the 11th, hostilities cease, and the Owen family are
hanging up the bunting to celebrate. That very day, a
missive arrives. It has a black border.
Other ironies pile on. Owen had been recommended
for an MC for previous service, but had yet to be told it
had been successfully awarded, and he couldn’t know that
those among his boys who made it across the Oise-Sambre
Canal would be given the Victoria Cross. His promotion to
full Lieutenant also came through too late. Most tellingly,
of course, Owen was publicly unknown at the time of his
death, and had only published a handful of poems. Now,
more than 100 years on, he has long been regarded as the
greatest of all literary witnesses to the horrors of the First
World War.
It is difficult to
write about this young
man’s death without
feeling a sense of awful
loss. How ironic that
great poetry should be
so much the product
of the young, when
nowadays it tends to be
thought of (wrongly) as
a rather old-fashioned
medium, read by lonely
souls in armchairs.
Another
misconception is the
vision of the war poet
sitting in a trench
scribbling away while
surrounded by falling
shells. Not true, in
Wilfred Owen, dashing in the
Owen’s case.
uniform of the Manchester regiment,
Owen had suffered
shows clear compassion in his eyes. what seems to have
Photo: John Gunston
been a nervous collapse
as the result of his
combined experiences in the early Spring of 1917 – various
incidents causing physical and psychological damage,
including falling 15 feet into the cellar of a ruined house,
remaining there for a day with a head injury; and capped
later by being thrown into the air and buried by a shell
under a sheet of fallen corrugated iron, accompanied by
a dead friend whose body had been divided into various
segments and deposited around him. Owen remained there
for days. The combined horrors took their toll and he was
invalided out as a ‘mental case’.
Owen’s war poetry was largely written during the long
period from Spring 1917 until Summer 1918 when he was
recovering from this shell-shock. At Craiglockhart Hospital
in Edinburgh, where he famously met fellow poets Robert
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Graves and Siegfried Sassoon (the subject of Pat Barker’s fine
Regeneration Trilogy), part of his complex therapy under
the Doctor Arthur Brock was to write cathartically of his
own experiences. As he continued his gradual recovery and
return to fighting fitness with his regiment in Scarborough
and Ripon, he took both the style and content of his work
forward in a series of enduring poetic masterpieces. Then, in
September 1918, the army returned him to the Front and to
his death two months later.
I suspect that most readers who have got this far will
know Owen’s most famous poem Dulce et Decorum Est. It
is still seen as a great work, an ideal teaching resource for
poetic technique and a springboard for cross-curricular work
with History. Even nowadays, many encounter it in the
English classroom. If you remember a poem from school, it
could well be this one: a group of exhausted soldiers, Owen
commanding them, are surprised by a gas attack. One of
them fails to get his mask on in time and dies horribly. The
blood comes gargling from the froth-corrupted lungs and he
is thrown unceremoniously on a cart while Owen meditates
on the irony of the Latin tag from Horace that it is dulce et
decorum – sweet and proper – to die for one’s country.
The importance of personal witness is striking in
Owen’s poetry. The seeing, feeling and conveying of the
hell involved in trench warfare made his darker poems
unpublishable in wartime even had they been offered, as
well as giving them unforgettable directness. The subject
of all of them – Anthem for Doomed Youth, Futility, Mental
Cases, Disabled, The Sentry and the rest, to use Owen’s own
words, is ‘war and the pity of war. The poetry is in the pity.’
As in Dante’s Inferno, Owen’s witness to hell becomes
part of a dream vision in my favourite among his poems,
Strange Meeting. Its opening gives a sense that the two
occasions he spent buried alive were not just injurious
mentally and physically, but also provided a temporary
respite from the horror of battle.
It seemed that out of battle I escaped
Down some profound dull tunnel. [my emboldening]
In this envisioned Hell, as in Dante, one male figure
emerges from the crowd to tell him all.
By his dead smile, I knew we stood in Hell.
This ‘Strange Friend’, dead, damned and grieving at the loss
of his own potential as a poet-prophet to a self-destructive
world, expresses Owen’s own desires to tell ‘truths that lie
too deep for taint’ in order to wash the world clean of that
impulse that has come so close to destroying it.
The lost potential of rescuing the human spirit through
poetry is enveloped by a sense of personal shock as the
Strange Friend reveals his own identity:
I am the enemy you killed my, friend.
I knew you in this dark: for so you frowned
Yesterday through me as you jabbed and killed.
I parried; but my hands were loath and cold.
Revealing himself as the German soldier Owen bayonetted
the previous day gives witness to Owen’s sense of guilt,
but also a feeling that this spirit of humanity is no longer
fighting for its own survival. It has given up. Its parrying
hands are loath and cold. How disturbingly relevant to
today!
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The final exhortation in the poem’s closing line –
Let us sleep now…
– is at once a lullaby, a confirmation of fellowship as well
as a desire for immediate, shared oblivion, and it brings a
moving end to this outpouring of compassion, guilt and
despair.
Does Strange Meeting provide a clue to what Second
Lieutenant Wilfred E.S. Owen felt as he stood on that raft
in the Oise-Sambre canal, aware that any number of guns
might be pointing at him and that he was as vulnerable as a
man without a mask in a gas attack or as unlikely to rescue
the human spirit as the Strange Friend of his vision? Did his
hands become loath and cold as he raised them with that
final plank of timber? Did he wait with indifference for the
bullets to strike?
Requiem
Like many prodigious talents snuffed out when the wick’s
flame has barely softened wax, Owen was buried among
ranks of comrades close to where he fell. He sleeps in the
peaceful village cemetery of Ors, just a kilometre back from
the canal.
He could
not rest in a
more fitting
place. It was
primarily
his love for
France and
the French
people that
kept him
going and
convinced
him the war
was worth
fighting.
But
inevitably
accusations
come out in
the analysis of
his life. His
time, alive
and alone in
the ground,
Owen’s grave at Ors. Photo: Graham Ogdon both in the
cellar and
under the corrugated iron seem to some rather long. How
was he leading his men? Was this a sign of cowardice?
Even if that were true, and I don’t believe it is, one
cannot expect to group very young men by geographical
origin, as the Army did at the time, with an aim of
increasing a spirit of camaraderie and fellowship, while
expecting them to witness the death, maiming and
dismembering of their fellows with universal stoicism, and
just carry on.
My story ends with possibly the best way of hearing
Owen’s poetry. In 1962 Benjamin Britten’s War Requiem was
performed as part of the consecration of the new Coventry
continued overleaf...
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In Memoriam continued
Cathedral, built alongside the ruins of the medieval
building destroyed by the Luftwaffe in 1940. Writing in
commemoration of a World War Two event, and aiming to
promote international reconciliation, the pacifist composer
decries war in general and chooses to set words from an
earlier war – nine poems from the pen of Wilfred Owen.
This towering cultural milestone deserves an article in itself,
or even a book, but suffice it to say that the huge forces
involved to achieve this interweaving of Owen’s poetry with
the Latin mass – two orchestras, two choirs, organ and three
soloists – are pared right down for the setting that closes the
work: Strange Meeting.
Tenor and Baritone solos play Owen and the Strange
Friend respectively, and a sparse accompaniment, mainly

Remembrance Day Observance Service
Rectory Field, Sunday 8th November,
10.45am.

O

f necessity, this year’s Service will
be held in Rectory Field on Sunday 8th November
commencing at approximately 10.45am.
For anyone wishing to attend, please observe social
distancing, with mask to be worn.
There will be stewards at the entrance to the field who
will take names and telephone numbers as required by law.
This year’s event has proved particularly difficult to
arrange. But with the agreement of the Council, Clergy and
Royal British Legion guidelines, we have been advised that a
Service can be held.
However, all these arrangements are subject to any
changes in the Government instructions.
There will be an opportunity for wooden crosses and
poppies to be laid, for transfer to the Memorial Cross at
a later point in the day. As we are not permitted to have
house-to-house or street collections, poppies, crosses and
pins will be available from various retailers and pubs in the
town that have so generously supported the Poppy Appeal
in previous years.
There will be a short service up at the Memorial Cross
on 11th November at 10.55am to observe the two minutes’
silence. Social Distancing and masks should also be adhered
to. Names and telephone numbers will also be taken to
comply with Track and Trace legislation.
Nigel Marsden, Chairman
Royal British Legion Branch, Church Stretton
VE/VJ Day 75 Years On
VE/VJ Days: 75 came and then went,
Anniversary celebrations of a memorable event,
When no more could lives into battle be hurled.
The guns now lay silent, the flags are all furled.
Six years of war, now ended, past,
The hope that peace forever could last;
Yet reflecting on six years of what had just been
The misery of conflict and the sights that were seen.
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on strings, culminates in the final words ‘Let us sleep now’
interspersed with the choir’s singing of the In Paradisum.
The final ‘a cappella’ Requiescat in Pace. Amen, with its
extraordinary and unexpected final chord, is intoned just
above the threshold of silence. It is one of the most moving
few minutes of twentieth century music.
Britten himself conducted the first performance, but my
favourite recording is a recent one (2012) by Ian Bostridge,
Simon Keenlyside, Sabina Cvilak and the LSO under
Gianandrea Noseda.
As for Owen and his poetry, I recommend The Poems of
Wilfred Owen, edited by Jon Stallworthy, and the biography
Wilfred Owen by Dominic Hibberd.
Graham Ogdon

Britain vowed the enemy would never here reach,
Churchill vowed to fight in the fields, air and beach.
The stoic people of Britain would never give in:
Germany had ‘Lord Haw Haw’, but we’d Vera Lynn.
Church bells fell silent, for six years not to ring;
Some prayed to their god hoping peace he would bring.
Flags waving as off to war went our men
Our Vera promised us that ‘we’d meet again’.
June 1940 a retreat for our troops from beaches in France;
The miracle of Dunkirk stopped the enemy’s advance.
It gave our Tommies and Jack Tars a chance to regroup,
To show that against ‘Tyrants’ ‘Britannia’ won’t stoop.
September 1940, the Battle of Britain, won by ‘The Few’;
Those spitfires and Hurricanes, RAF pilots in Blue –
Nazi bombers flew over, their bombs scoring hits,
But life carried on through what we called ‘The Blitz’.
‘Home Front’ civilians suffered shortages, food, and
clothing on ration,
No chance for the ladies to keep up with fashion
Brave sailors in convoys brought supplies as relief
The downside...One had to get used to tins of ‘Spam’
and Corned Beef ’.
War with Japan, Pearl Harbour and Singapore fell,
Men and women marched into captivity in Japan’s prison camp hell.
‘Our Monty’ brought victory through his Egypt desert campaign,
When Rommel was beaten at ‘El Alamein’.
War’s tide it was turning, could we now ‘beat the beast’?
Our allies, the Russians, fought west from the east.
Sixth of June was the day which we all had longed for:
Our troops battled to Berlin from Normandy’s shore;
Our Forces came from our villages, the town and the city
To fight for our freedom in the face of adversity;
Battles were won and battles were lost;
On VE and VJ day we’d won, but in lives at what cost?
The war won, the fighting was over.
Vera’s white cliffs once more saw the bluebirds fly over
Our people rejoiced, and the church bells could ring.
Street parties were held and with happiness sing.
75 years on, few survive of that great generation;
They’d fought to bring piece for you, our country and nation.
Many sacrificed their tomorrow so we’d have today;
For them, give two minutes’ silence when the poppy we lay.
Les Mackey, RBL Secretary
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The Royal Oak is an ancient free house in a beautiful conservation
village, nestling at the foot of idyllic South Shropshire Hills. We serve
quality, homemade food lunch time and evening Tuesday to Sunday.
Five miles from Church Stretton – closer if you walk! Dog friendly.

01694 771266

www.at-the-oak.com

van

doesburg’s

gourmet food shop

SELF STORAGE CONTAINERS
INDUSTRIAL & DOMESTIC USE
SUITABLE FOR VEHICLES,
BUILDING EQUIPMENT, FURNITURE,
GARDEN EQUIPMENT, WORKSHOP, ETC.
GOOD, DRY CONTAINERS
20 AND 40 FEET LENGTHS AVAILABLE
IN A SECURE YARD WITH 24 HOUR ACCESS
HGV PARKING ALSO AVAILABLE
CCTV INSTALLED
TEL: 01694 724880 MOB: 07979 817554
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Berry’s
17 High Street
Church Stretton
01694 724452
www.berryscoffeehouse.co.uk
Everything is home-made: breakfasts, hot
and cold meals, snacks, cream teas, cakes,
children's menu.
Courtyard, fully licensed: Private room for
up to 12 people by prior arrangement.
Open every day from 9 am to 5 pm
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A

fter reading Joanna Clark’s article (Focus August
2020) I must admit I thought hard and long, (and
am still thinking) about what I had written on
poetry (also in that edition). Joanna’s suggested approach is
so careful and considered. Should I also be doing the same?
I also realised I had not said too much about the content of
my poetry and maybe its meaning.
I, as many, have had a lot of training in writing in fact.
At school, I submitted and learned how to write essays
– how to order one’s thoughts, set out the basic premises
in the introduction, amplify them in the subsequent
paragraphs, all carefully linked, and then draw conclusions
and sum up at the end. I did précis, which I found hard as
I love words, but can now actually do. I then learned in my
work as a professional wordsmith, a solicitor, how to draft
legal documents, placing each word with careful precision;
to analyse meaning; how to write legal letters to opposing
lawyers; how to disagree with formal etiquette (easier on
paper than in life!); and how to write to clients. One could
not, for example, as one solicitor did no doubt on a bad
afternoon, write ‘you are a snivelling little wretch’ and was
duly reported for professional misconduct. Luckily Twitter
and so on did not exist then. I still tend to formality in
communications – and prefer to write letters by hand with
pen and ink and good quality paper. I love the originality of
a blot – like a cloud, totally unique. And later I wrote some
articles for a newspaper, carefully writing to length, but also
in various styles.
However, I was typing out some more of my Covid19 poems and thinking about poetry as I did so. Why had
I placed a line break there? Was it because the page was
short, and I needed a new line therefore? An artist is after all
limited generally by the size of the canvas – but can choose
in advance of course. However, the lines do lend emphasis
to the words used, and also allow one to read down the
ends of the lines to see how the thoughts progress or are
emphasised.
I have also carefully noted where I have had a change
of mind: I wonder if this is from my legal training too, to
carefully note the original words. I also studied history at A
Level, and keep a diary now and then (when time), so like
to record!
Then, putting some books away on the shelves in the
hall, I came across a book I had bought not so long ago: The
Art of Versification and the Technicalities of Poetry, published
in 1931*. I have only glanced at the contents so far but see
chapters on alliteration, rhyme, the sonnet (which I learned
about at school), the song (interesting), classical metre (I did
some in French Literature A Level, notably Racine, perfectly
achieved and natural sounding), and Poetic Trifles – to
which I turned first. I might surprise everyone (if they are
interested) with a sestina …
But immediately I also felt cautious. One of my
own ‘sayings’ is that ‘you do not teach an artist to paint’,
meaning such a naturally talented person can devise his or
her own styles and ‘rules’ and so take society forward. But I
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also realise one can in the case of drawing and painting learn
basics such as perspective, for example, and in the case of
language, grammar (at which I can be fallible/inventive!).
However, having spent all those years with my mind
so controlled, I sometimes felt as though it was in a strait
jacket. And for me a memorable poem I wrote in my 30s
expresses just that: “There are wild patches still in my mind/
Where thoughts like wild flowers spring in abundance ...”.
I fear if I look too much at someone’s else’s ‘rules/
suggestions, I will lose my own spontaneity, which I think is
valuable in me and in other people, for that is how society
can progress and find new forms and ideas.
One the other hand, I realise there is value in formal
forms. Just as we can walk or run at random, so also can we
dance – where our steps and timings are carefully placed.
So I may take note of the stern admonishment in the
introduction to my book:
“It (correct knowledge of metrical laws etc..) would,
at least, accustom the beginner to the proper use of his
feet before trusting himself to untried wings. As many an
amateur actor has aspired to the role of Hamlet in his
maiden effort, so the youthful poet oft dashes into the
composition of an epic at the first motive impulse of the
Muses.” And yet straight away I find myself rebelling – what
is wrong with youthful or not so youthful impulses (except
on Twitter!)? They can surely be as valid written at that time
of life as more considered, tutored thoughts (as I wrote in
that poem years ago “the dry dust of tutored thoughts”).
Content: that will now have to wait as I have run out of
space and time! I will carry on, I think, for the time being
at least, with my poetic mind like a wild flower meadow! At
once I am relaxed!
Thelma F. Thompson
*Brewer, R. F. (1931) The Art of Versification and the
Technicalities of Poetry (John Grant, Edinburgh)

R

egrettably no meetings are planned at the
moment. We will have to wait and see how the
regulations change in the future. In the mean
time we must keep safe and plan our planting ideas for
our gardens next year.
The lovely catalogues that keep coming in my post
are very tempting but unfortunately I am running
out of space!! Best wishes to you all and take care of
yourselves until we meet again.
Evelyn Dapling
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Netley Boarding
Kennels & Cattery
at Dorrington
Open all year, vaccinated pets only
Heated kennels with outside runs
Friendly Family run business
Inspections welcomed
Collection and delivery service available

Opening Hours:
Mon-Fri 9-10 am & 4-5 pm
Sat-Sun 9-10 am

Den & Barb Oakley

Tel: 01743 718264 Mobile: 07803 240207
Stretton Focus
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I

n June 2019 the Government
passed legislation requiring the
U.K. to reduce net emissions of
greenhouse gases by 100% relative
to 1990 levels by 2050. This is often
referred to as ‘Zero Emissions’, but
there is a big difference between Net
Zero and Gross Zero. A gross target
would require all emissions to be
removed, which is totally unrealistic.
Net emissions, however, recognises
that not all emissions can be totally
removed and that those left will need
to be offset, be that by natural carbon
sinks (forests, oceans, peat bogs etc.)
or hopefully in the future by artificial
means.
In other words we will reach net
emissions when the amount removed
equals the amount produced. The
lower our emissions, the easier this will
become, so the race is on and every
business, organisation, local authority,
parish council and individual person
will have a part to play.
Here in Shropshire, Climate
Emergencies have been declared
and zero targets set, some as soon as
2030; but how are these going to be
achieved?
The Shropshire Climate Action
Partnership (SCAP) at www.
ZeroCarbonShropshire.org was
launched in August 2020. It is a
not-for-profit partnership set up to
represent the communities, enterprises,
councils and NGOs of Shropshire,
dedicated to ensuring that Shropshire
achieves net zero carbon by 2030.
The list of those already signed up is
impressive.
Working parties are already set up
and they hope to produce, by the end
of this year, a plan to achieve net zero
carbon in Shropshire by 2030.
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More locally here in South
Shropshire, the South Shropshire
Climate Action Group
(shropshireclimateaction.co.uk) have
begun their work following a virtual
conference in September. They are
looking at Transport, Energy and
Buildings, Land and Biodiversity
and in each area are developing ideas
to achieve net zero carbon in South
Shropshire. Throughout their work
are three major considerations. What
might the idea cost and who will pay;
is it achievable; and what impact will
the idea have? This partnership is
working closely with the county-wide
partnership, and both will work more
locally with the climate concerned
groups such as Stretton Climate Care.
So we have a multi-tiered approach
to a very serious problem and we
as individuals have a part to play.
Why the urgency? From the Climate
Action Partnership’s website we can
read “Last year Shropshire county was
responsible for net emissions of over
4 million tonnes of carbon-equivalent
of greenhouse gases to the atmosphere.
Around 40% of local emissions were
from transport, 33% from industry
and the remainder from domestic
housing, and a very significant part of
our footprint has been outsourced to
overseas suppliers. UK residents are
responsible for twice the global average
carbon footprint, worsening the crisis
about 1% each year, and immediate
action is imperative.”
Will you join the race towards
achieving zero carbon?
Jon Cooke
Publicity Officer
Stretton Climate Care
www.strettonclimatecare.org.uk

Scout Group News
‘Dzien dobry.’ That’s a greeting in
Polish which will be in frequent use
by two members of the 2nd Long
Mynd who have won places at the
European Jamboree to be held next
year in Poland. Explorer Scout Rebecca
McFarlane, 15, will be part of the
Shropshire contingent and Explorer
Leader Angie Davies (age undisclosed!)
will be a service volunteer.
The fee for the Jamboree is £1,300
and Rebecca has already put plans
for fundraising into action. Although
Angie is working at the event, she will
still pay the camp fee. Any donations
for either will be received gratefully.
At the time of going to press (late
September) there are still no plans
for restarting face to face meetings,
but it is hoped that after the October
Half Term holiday there may be a
breakthrough.
Work is going ahead with the
new toilet and storage extension, but
the Group has hit a snag in that all
fund-raising activities have had to be
cancelled with the consequent problem
of finding funds to continue the
project.
Fred Reeve

Please note that we had hoped once again to bring to you ‘A Celebration
of Simon and Garfunkel’, our planned event for 13th November in the
Silvester Horne. We very much regret to advise you that it has been decided
to postpone this event, but we hope it will be possible for us to have the
presentation early in the New Year.
We will not be having any further events in 2020, but we would like to
thank you for supporting our events over the last eight years, and hope to see
you again in 2021, which we trust, and which we take the opportunity to wish
for you, will be a Happy New Year.
Mike Walker
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PETER TIPS TIPPER LTD
HAVE YOUR GARDEN AND D.I.Y. REFUSE LOADED AND
REMOVED

Hedge cutting, tree felling, fencing repaired and erected
Small loads of sand, coloured gravel, soil and bark mulch
Raised beds, demolition work. House clearance
TO DISCUSS YOUR SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS AND FOR
PERSONAL SERVICE GIVE ME A RING

01694 771461
email petertipton52@gmail.com
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U

p to the end of World War II, Little Stretton was
a very small village but its location on the main
road from Bristol to Liverpool meant that two
public houses and several shops could flourish by providing
for the passing trade. After the War was over the by-pass,
completed in 1939 and used as a place to store military
vehicles up to D-Day, opened and through traffic reduced.
After 1945 Little Stretton expanded significantly as
a result of land previously used for commercial activities,
a small amount of agricultural land and some gardens
becoming available for housing developments. The larger
population, coupled with increases in car ownership
leading to greater numbers of visitors ‘from off ’, were
probably significant factors enabling the survival of the
public houses but were less significant for the shop which
was a small part of the overall Keenan family business. The
business had diversified over the years to include supplying
markets in Manchester and a factory in Bristol with locally
grown fruit, delivering provisions to surrounding farms
and hamlets over a very extensive area and, in later years,
selling cars. The shop would not have been a viable concern
without the other elements of the business.
Apart from National Service in the RAF Bob spent
his whole working life employed in the shop as had his
father, Robert, but the enterprise was established in 1914
by grandfather James Aveline Keenan. In 1911 James
Aveline Keenan, shown here, lived in what had been The
Crown Inn, opposite The Green Dragon in Little Stretton,
but by 1911 the pub had closed, been renamed Crown
Cottage and
would much
later become
Keenan’s shop.
He was 43
and a grocer’s
assistant with
four children,
which raises
the question of
how James had
the resources
to open his
own shop in
1914. Tom
Acton of Acton
Scott Hall told
me that his
grandmother,
Laura Wood
Acton, was a
philanthropist
who supported several local ventures including the building
of Acton Scott village hall and she helped with the setting
up of the Keenan’s first shop.
Over the hundred years of its existence the business has
occupied three different buildings. The first was a wooden
structure built close to the north end of Ragleth View
Cottage.
James A Keenan was a skilled tea blender, as
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proclaimed on the roof of the shop, and he made a blend
specifically suited to the local water.
The business grew and a Model T Ford van, registration

NT 9039, was bought to enable delivery of orders that
generated at least 60% of the income of the shop.
Each day, Monday to Friday and Saturday morning,

the van was loaded with orders and goods for sale and on
a typical day deliveries would be made from 11.00am to
7.00pm. Some of these were to other businesses such as The
Lazy Trout Café on the A49 which was open 24 hours per
day at this time and on some days 30lbs of bacon would be
delivered there. The Lion public house at Horderley, which
is now a private house, was another regular customer. When
there was deep snow, customers’ needs were still met for
example by carrying provisions from the A49 into Strefford.
The van was eventually scrapped and parked at the
rear of Crown Cottage until the owner of Marsh Farm,
Marshbrook bought it in the early 1950s for £1-10-0 to use
as a hen house. When it had become too rotten even to fulfil
this function, it was abandoned in a field until about 1962
when Bill Kerswell bought it for 10s but within a short time
he sold it for £30 to Mr Worthing of Ludlow who renovated
Model T Fords. A search of the DVLA website has revealed
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that the van was last given an MOT certificate in 2007 and a
new registration document was issued in 2011 which suggests
it remains a viable vehicle.
By the late 1920s the business had extended and included
a wholesale role processing items gathered by families in need
of extra income to buy essentials. In the season, consignments
of blackberries were despatched daily from Marshbrook
to what would now be considered the non-PC named
‘Gollywog factory’ in Bristol, and whinberries and rabbits
were sent to market in Manchester from Church Stretton
station. Holly and mistletoe were sent in the late autumn
and in a good season damsons were a major item, but the
unpredictability of the harvest from one year to the next was
a problem.
In 1931 the first shop was no longer adequate so it was
dismantled and became the central section of a new shop
built across the road on the garden of Crown Cottage. It was
extended at each end by a carpenter named Arthur Beasley to
produce a relatively large outlet.
Below: James A Keenan is leaning on the rail, his son Robert is
on the right and his elder grandson, Bernard, is on the left. James
died in 1934 so this photo is dated 1931-34
The large windows in the new shop gave opportunities

for goods such as ‘Best cheese’ at 7d per pound (3p), large
tins of peaches 1s (5p) and small ones 8d (3.5p) to be very
effectively displayed. However during World War II the
road through Little Stretton was heavily used by American
military vehicles as there was a US ammunition store locally,
and several times US vehicles collided with the corner of the
shop, smashing the windows, thus indicating that the recent
tragic example of an American driver not knowing which side
of the road to use is not without precedent.
In the late 1950s food management regulations were
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extensively updated and the second shop was no longer
deemed fit for purpose. A radical response was required so
the shop was moved into the room in Crown Cottage on
the corner of Crown Lane and there it remained until Bob
Keenan retired in 2014 and the shop ceased trading.
The shop in Crown Cottage was far smaller and so
the previous shop building was used for storage until 1975
when it was rented by the Bandag Tyre Company, who
specialised in retread lorry tyres. From 1981 to 1997 John
and Nigel Stretton operated their carpentry business from
the building and in 1990 modified the front by filling in
the verandah to make more internal space, and the shop was
re-rated as a workshop. In 2002 the adjacent large chestnut
tree was blown down and smashed the front of the building.
Following repairs, the building was again used for storage
until 2019 when it was converted into a dwelling but very
strict planning restrictions demanded that the conversion
must occupy the exact footprint of the 1931 shop and the
external design must resemble the original.
Whilst preparing this article many people have shared
their memories and unanimously and very strongly expressed
their appreciation of Bob’s contribution to the life of the
village. His selfless actions ensuring that provisions
were taken to the housebound or those in remote places even

when there was thick snow are clearly remembered. Above all,
recognition of his generosity, tolerance of the shortcomings of
others and gentlemanly approach at all times are appreciated
so I hope this article is a way of recording how he is held in
esteem by all those fortunate enough to have met him.
David Haigh
in collaboration with Bob Keenan and Bill Kerswell
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Anthony’s Hair Studio

A

nthony’s Hair Studio opened over 25 years ago and is
still going strong. Tony started his hairdressing career
training in Kent in the 1980s and progressed to
salons in London. He says, “I am a big fan of the countryside
and although I had always worked in large salons in the past,
I came up to Shropshire for a better quality of life. So, when
the opportunity came to buy the Salon business in Church
Stretton, I snapped it up. I love it, it’s a great area”.
Moira, the Senior Stylist and Beauty Technician has been
at the salon since leaving
school and has been a
constant support to Tony
(especially when he had
reconstructive surgery
on his arm). She has a
regular clientele whom
she now regards as more
like family, but she is also
available to new clients
by appointment.
Tracy (who is a
Strettonian) qualified
as a hairdresser in 2013
and has since attained
qualifications in wig
construction and Indian
Head Massage. She is also
the founder of Shropshire
Wig Bank and a member
of the Complementary
Therapists Association.
The most recent member of the team is stylist Sue who
joined in February with many years’ experience in salons and
aboard cruise ships! The team have been pleased to welcome
Sue’s loyal clients who have followed her.
Covid has certainly presented challenges to the team, as
Tony explained: “We’ve done a lot of work to make ourselves
Covid secure and have followed government guidelines.

We’ve also helped other local businesses source PPE and they
have reciprocated.
“At the moment we can only accommodate two
clients and two staff members in the salon at a time. Staff
wear visors and a mask along with other PPE required. It
definitely gets hot with the extra layers, so we limit our
working hours. We do our utmost to ensure the safety of
both clients and staff is maintained at all times.
“Some clients are nervous about coming into town,
so our salon offers
home hair services by
appointment. We’ve
tried to keep in touch
with clients during this
difficult time and are
now planning ahead with
Christmas bookings.
“The government
has kept businesses going
through the furlough
scheme, but I know
a lot of my friends in
the hairdressing world
have worries about
what happens when
that support comes to
an end. Charities too
are struggling, such as
Severn Hospice and Age
UK, both of whom I am
proud to support. It’s therefore really important that local
people support local businesses and organisations if they are
to be there for everyone in the future.
“I would like to take this opportunity to thank the Focus
which is a great source of information for the community
and Mayfair ‘Ring and Ride’ for their vital service. Stay safe.”
Interview and text by Helen Berry,
photograph by Richard Greswell

“Imagine all the people”

I

was part of ‘the bulge’, the baby boom after the Second
World War; old enough to remember utility furniture
and when sweets were rationed, but little else. Like
most of us, I had never experienced an appeal by the Prime
Minister to pull together as a nation.
This time, instead of the Call-up, Black-out, and
“Careless Talk Costs Lives” we have had Social Distancing,
Hand Washing, and “Stay home, Protect the NHS, Save
lives.” Once again there has been the feeling that what we all
do will have an effect on the outcome.
In order to save lives, clinicians have come out of
retirement, and key workers have kept our essential services
running, often placing their own lives at risk. Young people
have volunteered to help in any way they can. Many have
supported the vulnerable and elderly, others have shielded
and self isolated to relieve demand on the NHS.
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Life has changed for everyone at every
stage of life. Many families have struggled
to cope with home educating and lack of
outside space; young adults have had to adjust as expected
exam grades and prospects are threatened. Jobs have been
lost and businesses forced to close. Most tragically, the virus
has taken lives, and there are families that will never be the
same again.
We can draw parallels with war time, but let us be
very, very thankful that our young people are not being
conscripted to fight and kill our fellow man. As we join with
every nation in trying to fight this virus, perhaps we shall be
reminded of our common humanity, and be encouraged to
see the world as one.
Jane Seabury
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A. Morgan Builders
Local family business
For all your maintenance needs.
Extensions, alterations, roofing.
UPVC windows, doors & conservatories.
Garden walls and paving.
No job too small or large
Tel: 01694 751774 07930 332131
Locally based
Plumber and Builder
General maintenance work
25+ years experience
Saniflo Engineer (separate
rates apply)
No job too small
£25.00 first hour/part
£20.00 per hour thereafter
Can price by job if over 1 day

Call GARY PARIS
01584 861844
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Local Groundworkers with over 25 years experience
✔ Extensions,
Drainage works, Landscaping
and Specialist Jobs
✔ Routine
Foundations, Retainer walls, Complex projects
Tel: 01694 722121 www.farmersplantservices.co.uk
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JOHN HAMMOND
Building and Carpentry

Paul Tinsley Builder
No job too big, fast response, highest standards

01694 724060
07815 130793
WYNSTONE, CUNNERY ROAD,
CHURCH STRETTON,
SHROPSHIRE SY6 6AF

Specialist in extensions, alterations, porches,
patios and fencing etc.
01694 781371 or mobile 07929 232999

PAUL FORRESTER
Quality Carpentry & Joinery
COVERING A RANGE OF SERVICES SPECIALISING IN:

Doors ~ Skirting & Architrave ~ Flooring
Kitchens ~ Bedrooms ~ Bathrooms ~ Tiling
Lofts ~ Painting/Decorating ~ Storage Solutions
Work Stations ~ Sheds and Workshops
Gardens & Paving ~ Decking & Pergolas
For a Professional, Friendly and Enthusiastic Response
Call 07795 170938
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ur very special neighbour, Bruce Harris, celebrated
his 100th birthday on 1st September. As a
traditional party was out of the question due to
Covid-19 restrictions, approximately 30 local residents
of ‘The Bridleways’ in Church Stretton gathered outside
his house on the morning of his birthday to toast his
good health and sing ‘Happy Birthday’ (respecting social
distancing of course!).
Bruce is an amazing person, an inspiration to many and
with many tales to tell. He was captured by the Germans
in Belgium at the age of 19 during the Second World War
and kept in a POW camp in Poland for the majority of the
war. He suffered great deprivation and was part of the long
march in freezing snow in 1945 which some didn’t survive.
He has a great zest for life, is an accomplished guitar and
keyboard player, former golfer and fantastic artist. His walls
are covered with paintings by him and his beloved wife
Pat, who died several years ago. He is as bright as a button,
and always has a project on the go. Recently, he dusted off
his sewing machine and designed and made face masks for
friends and neighbours out of old shirts (using the tailoring
skills he picked up during his time as a POW).
Since the beginning of lockdown, Bruce has continued
supporting his local shops in Church Stretton on a weekly
basis, and with a healthy appetite has been so grateful for
his shopping and medication delivered to him at home by
neighbours and close friends. He was equally amazed and
very proud to become the 75,000th Mid-Counties home
delivery on Mon 14th September, for which the Co-op
presented him with a special hamper.
But there again, timing is everything to Brucey.
Dr Colin J Clinton, Close friend and neighbour

The kindness of strangers
ovember, the month of Remembrance, is always
tinged, perhaps laden, with sadness when two World
Wars and others are recalled with their pain, grief
and huge loss of life. In September, photos and memories
of the Battle of Britain included accounts of firefighters,
nurses, ARP Wardens risking their lives to bring help in the
Blitz. Somewhere I have a picture of a warden at that time:
in her tin hat she was tenderly holding a crying child, both
smudged with dirt amid the appalling debris of a bomb blast.
Further back in time an unknown soldier was buried
in Westminster Abbey and people took notice; it was in
November time when Kindertransport brought Jewish
children from the continent to safety in this country; and
when the Berlin Wall fell. A BBC reporter, Kate Adie, wrote
in her autobiography how she as an adopted girl experienced
and survived amazing events across a war-torn world. She
called her book The Kindness of Strangers.
In April 2015 Archbishop Desmond Tutu spent a week
with the Dalai Lama to celebrate the latter’s 80th Birthday.
One of the outcomes of their conversations and reflections
was The Book of Joy.
It records how, among the mutual teasings and laughter,
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were serious attempts to find lasting joy in
the despair of our times. The book quotes
a neuroscientist Richard Davidson, who
has found “four independent brain circuits
that influence our lasting well-being”. One of them is “our
ability to be generous” so that “we come factory-equipped
for co-operation, compassion and generosity”. How
surprising and encouraging is that? How often are we quick
to criticise, to grumble, and forget the amount of good, of
kindness we experience.
During the present epidemic, with its lockdown,
distancing and face masks, so much kindness still
punctuates lives here in the Strettons. Besides the aid and
friendships of neighbours, wonderful help with shopping
and transport is given via Mayfair and Newsworld, much of
it unknown to many. Referring to another book there is a
story of a traveller who is beaten up and left for dead. It was
a stranger who took notice and selflessly showed compassion
and great generosity. Good Samaritans are alive and well;
thanks be to God.
P.E.R
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Now here’s an idea for a Christmas present!

I

n a wonderful example of our local community coming
together to support the local library, James Russell
of the Outdoor Depot has kindly donated 12 of his
beautiful photos, all taken in and around Church Stretton.
With help and design ideas from Marshbrook Printers we
have created a superb calendar for 2021.
Each photograph is A4 size and the calendar contains views of Caer
Caradoc, the Stiperstones, Stokesay Castle, Ragleth Hill, Titterstone Clee and,
of course, our beautiful local Long Mynd.
This will make a wonderful present for friends and family, as well as a treat
for yourself.
Calendars are on sale in Church Stretton Library as well as in the Outdoor
Depot, Peppers and the Rural Charity Shop. If you cannot get into town and
want one delivered, you can phone Sheila Davies on 01694 723455, or order
one from the Friends of Church Stretton Library website at www.stretton.
libraryfriends.org.uk.
The calendars cost £6.00 in the library/shops, £7.00 delivered in the
Strettons or £8.00 posted to any other address in the UK.
All profits from the sale of this calendar will go to supporting our local
library here in Church Stretton.
Ben Warren, Friends of Church Stretton Library

34

November 2020

Stretton Focus

Thursday 1st October 2020

D

uring recent months Joanna Clark has written a series of articles for Focus giving
advice and encouragement to local writers. This work culminated in a series of small
workshops led by Joanna and an enjoyable and thought-provoking evening of poetry reading to celebrate National
Poetry Day, which this year fell on Thursday 1st October. Ten participants each read a poem that had a personal resonance
for them and then read a poem of their own inspired by their ‘role model’ poet. The results were fascinating! A wide range
of poets were represented in the evening: people’s favourites included classics such as Wordsworth’s On Westminster Bridge,
Thomas Hardy’s The Darkling Thrush and some beautiful rhyming couplets from Shakespeare’s A Midsummer night’s Dream.
Some less well-known poets were also represented, such as Charles Causley and Marina Tsvetayeva.
Each contributor then read a poem of their own and the presentations were by turns poignant and moving – the death
of a loved one; the eerie silence brought on by “lockdown” this year; childhood memories.
Organiser Joanna Clark did a fantastic job at co-ordinating the event carefully so as to allow an enjoyable evening to
take place whilst still following current Covid safety precautions – participants wore masks (except when standing at the
front reading their poems), social distancing was followed and the hall at the URC was thoroughly cleaned both before and
after the event. It was really pleasing to see that we can still meet indoors as a group of more than six people as long as the
event is pre-planned and a careful risk assessment has been carried out.
We plan to publish all the poems from this project in Focus over the next few months. The continuing COVID
emergency was a theme in a number of them, so we start with a selection on this topic. Many of you will have already seen
Joan/Jill Clark’s (With apologies for our error – Ed) tender and moving Lockdown Lullaby in the October edition. Another
poem on this theme by Madeline Haigh, was inspired by Edwin Muir’s Horses in which survivors of a global holocaust in a
remote and isolated community start to rebuild their lives and reconnect with nature when strange horses mysteriously arrive.
Madeline Haigh

Village Lockdown 2020
No horses came, but silence certainly.
The distant traffic stilled. Then each night’s news
A litany of death and grief too deep to fathom,
But dream-like, echoes from another world.
While we, safe in our village stronghold
Wondered at such strangeness,
Scanning spring skies for swallows,
Yearning their return to ancient rafters set in stone.
At last they came swooping, wheeling, diving,
As they have come through many ages past,
Soaring above plague and war and civil strife
Miraculous, bringing new life, brief hope and joy.
Too soon the seasons turned.
Now they have gone and we are left bereft,
Our skyscape sombre.
Only the mournful mewing buzzard now
To herald Christmas – cancelled.
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On a lighter note, Keith Mitchell’s haiku takes a sideways
look at Government restrictions.
My guest in lockdown
the moon embraces my heart
breaking all the rules

Finally in this selection Janet Ward’s Ode to a Veggie Box,
presented in one of the workshops, perfectly fulfils Poetry
Day’s mission to “see things like a poet”.
Welcome visitor found on our doorstep
Multi-coloured box of untold delight
Lifting you inside I hold and observe
Each shape, revelling in your wholesome sight
Orange lustre beside shiny courgette
Shy hairy kiwi next to broccoli
Solid parsnip comforts tender mushroom
I muse on meals full of your sweet bounty
A supper will come from that swollen squash
Anything over will go in a stew
Leeks and carrots are keen to be curried
Mangetout will add something crunchy to chew
Lockdown has curtailed so much of our lives
A highlight is when the veg box arrives!
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Organising Events, Covid and the Rule of Six

I

thought other local groups and organisations might be interested in our
experience of running events following Government Covid-19 guidelines. I am
writing this on the 3rd October, with the Covid Rule of Six in place and the
President of the USA has just been taken to hospital with Covid-19. Who knows
what the situation will be when you read this article in November?
We began planning a poetry evening while still in lockdown, hoping to run it as
a face to face event. In mid-August the government said that organisations could start running events in community halls
and venues as long they followed Covid-19 guidelines. The guidelines said that venues had to assess their premises and put
in Covid-secure processes e.g. additional cleaning before and after events, limiting number of attendees, signage to support
social distancing, hand hygiene, ventilation etc.
Organisations hiring venues have to provide a risk assessment for each event for the venue’s approval, e.g. enforcing
social distancing, hand hygiene, wearing of masks, limiting numbers, handling contact details for tracing, handling of
money, paper or equipment.
Our Risk Assessment began as one page but ended up as three pages as we found more things to consider. It was finally
sent to the URC for their approval and we seemed all set to go.

The Rule of Six

Then, ten days before the event, the Prime Minister announced the Rule of Six. Did this mean we could not go ahead?
What about the Geology Walk we also had planned?
After browsing the www.gov.uk website we were relieved to discover that both events could still take place. The
guidelines explained that up to a maximum of six people from the same household can sit close together in an audience in a
covid-secure venue but must remain socially distanced from other members of the audience. As we had limited the number
of people attending our poetry event to 20, we had enough space to have every member of the audience sitting two metres
apart from each other, so this would not be a problem.
Outdoor activities with more than six people could also still take place if run by an organisation following government
approved guidelines for that particular activity.
We were delighted both events went ahead successfully and we even had good weather for the geology walk. A big
thank you to Joanna Clark (poetry) and Peter Toghill (geology) for leading these. We are also very grateful to the URC for
their assistance in making the poetry evening a successful Covid-secure event.

Government Guidance

For those of you considering running events, you will want to check the latest government guidance as it is subject to
change. It can be difficult to find the most appropriate page as there is so much information on the website. The most
useful pages we found are listed below.
COVID-19: Guidance for the safe use of multi-purpose community facilities
www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-for-the-safe-use-of-multi-purpose-community-facilities
Performing arts: Guidance for people who work in performing arts, including arts organisations, venue operators
and participants.
www.gov.uk/guidance/working-safely-during-coronavirus-covid-19/performing-arts
The Rule of Six
www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-outbreak-faqs-what-you-can-and-cant-do/coronavirus-outbreak-faqswhat-you-can-and-cant-do
Sheila Davies

A

lthough Covid restrictions have
continued to limit our activity, the
Steering Group has been meeting
on-line; at the same time, different working
groups have been pushing ahead with the
topics identified as priorities by the Residents
Survey conducted earlier this year.
We have also used the views expressed by residents
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in the Survey to respond to Shropshire
Council’s Local Plan consultation. The
survey gathered the views of an impressive
number of people across the Strettons,
and it seemed important to us that the
Council be made aware of this expression of
opinion.
David Howard, Chair, CLP Steering Group
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Church Stretton
Taxis
Mervyn Price
Local pick-ups, Long or
short runs, Airport transfers.
Any job considered.

Call 07487 650889
Email: mervprice@
btinternet.com
www.churchstrettontaxi.com
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B

y the time you read this, we will already have staged our
first two meetings of the season on-line. If you have not
yet registered for our talks, please sign on via the link on
our website www.engagingissues.org.uk, and you will be sent an
invitation for each talk as the season progresses.
We are aware that there are some who do not have the
necessary technology, or who are uncomfortable with it, so we are
looking at ways of making the talks available differently. This will
depend very much on the individual speakers, of course, but if
you would like to be included in this group, please contact David
Howard at the address below.
The November talks offer further stimulation on a couple of
current topics.
On 10th November, Andrew Brown asks: “How can we be
responsible media consumers?”
Andrew writes the press column for the Church Times. He has
been a leader writer on the Guardian, the parliamentary sketch
writer on the Independent, and is a winner of the Orwell Prize for
his book Fishing in Utopia.

On 24th November, Manda Scott poses the challenge:
“Choosing our future: Conscious evolution or extinction?”
Manda is a veterinary surgeon, a smallholder, and a
successful novelist, with a commitment to regenerative
economics. She asks: “Suppose that we are an integral part
of the web of life of this planet, with a key role to play that
is urgent, necessary… and possible?”
We look forward to meeting you again on our screens,
so please register if you have not already done so: www.
engagingissues.org.uk
David Howard, Tel.: 01694 722904

S

hropshire Libraries are still following the national
guidance and have been taking a phased approach
to reopening, to ensure the safety of everyone who
visits us, with reduced opening times and social distancing
arrangements in place.
Our ‘click and collect’ and e-library services are still very
much available and it’s been great to see people visiting the
library here in Church Stretton. However, we know that
many more have missed visiting their local library and we
are now extending these opening times to give our customers
more time to browse, use our computers and allow families
to visit after school. This extra hour coincided with National
Libraries Week.
Our opening hours are now 10am-12noon and 1pm-4pm
Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays and 10am-1pm on a Saturday.
Details of opening arrangements for all libraries are
available at https://shropshire.gov.uk/libraries/find-a-library/.
Do come and see our ‘Good reads got me through’
display, and enjoy some new and some old reads from our
display areas.
As the weather turns, very often so does our mood and
with the thoughts of the nights drawing in, we are here to
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help you find something to pass
the time. Staff here enjoy seeing
and chatting with customers as well as helping customers
pick books or have new ideas for reads. Please help us to
promote the ‘Ready Reads’ service for those who can’t leave
their homes – this service is a great way to get books but not
have to venture into the library. You can go onto the libraries
website online and fill in the form, call the library during
opening times or email us with your details, what type of
books you would like and amount. We are hoping to start a
volunteer service where books can then be delivered to your
door if you don’t have someone who can collect for you.
All books returned to the library are quarantined for 72
hours before going back into circulation.
We look forward to seeing or hearing from you through
November.
Phone 01694 722535 or email us at churchstretton.
library@shropshire.gov.uk
Website: www.shropshire.gov.uk/libraries/
Please note that opening times can change quickly
in the current circumstances with Covid-19 government
guidance.
Alexis Seaborne
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Jason Gough
computing services

Contact Jason Gough on 01694 724752
Email: jason.gough@jg-compservices.com
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View looking south down
the High Street before the
Midland Bank was built on
the site of the fountain

T

o commemorate Queen Victoria’s Golden Jubilee in 1887 a drinking fountain was erected in a small planted area at
the junction of High Street and Burway Road, where the former HSBC Bank (now PCB Solicitors) stood.
The site was owned and made available by Ralph Beaumont Benson of Lutwyche Hall, who was then the Lord
of the Manor. The fountain was unveiled by his wife, Mrs Caroline Essex Benson, on 21st June 1887.
The town celebrated the Jubilee by holding ‘amusing sports in the Crown meadow including races, catching a greased
sheep and dancing around a pole’. As a conclusion there was dancing on the lawn of the Rectory, and at night a torchlight
procession up the Burway to the Pole and a large bonfire. The children were entertained the next day by the Rector.
In November 1906 the fountain was moved to a new position at the junction of Church Street, Burway Road and
Longhills Road at the request of Mr Benson who wanted to redevelop the original site. The Midland Bank, later HSBC,
was eventually built on that site about 1920.
The fountain remained in
its new position until April
1963 when the then Church
Stretton Urban District
Council decided that it was
an obstacle and a danger
to traffic and should be
removed; it had, indeed, been
hit and damaged by a large
vehicle some time before.
The lower portion of
the fountain was broken up
but the upper portion of
the structure and the metal
plaque (below) containing
the inscription have survived
and are in the ownership of

The later site of the fountain in Burway Road opposite Burway House (1913)
Church Stretton Town Council.
Does anyone know where the lower portion of the fountain is hidden? It would be nice if
it could be reassembled and installed somewhere prominent in the town.
Barrie Raynor and Tony Crowe
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I

wonder what you see in this picture? A rabbit eating
grass? Or a duck lying on its back? We can often forget
that our own perceptions are rooted in our need to make
sense of the world by organising sensory information into a
narrative or picture which accords with our reason. A large
part of perception stems from the building blocks of past
experiences and our previous narratives. Sometimes we need
to expand our horizons or stop and take a second look. The
danger being that many people do not, and what is perceived
is perceived as being ‘true’. We may be forgiven in despairing
of the world as a bad place where crime, greed and immoral
behaviour abound as the majority of our news media depicts
‘bad’ or ‘negative’ stories rather than presenting the world as
it really is, with a mixture of the of good and inspirational
feats (which is the majority) alongside the negative.
This balance is especially true when we consider the
huge festival of Halloween, which has long taken over the
popular imagination from its origin as the simple eve of
All Saints Day or All Hallows. The good icons of God’s
Grace and their virtuous lives are eclipsed by the venal and
bad, witchcraft, monsters, pranks and scariness. Whilst
in itself, dressing children in costumes and having a party
seems harmless, what exactly are we telling them when
we celebrate witches, ghouls and ‘things that go bump in
the night?’ Perhaps we need to redress the balance, and
ensure that we focus as much on reflecting and celebrating
All Saints Day as we do, Halloween? Thus, ensuring that
popular perception retains its ability to recognise and see the
good (encouraging the aspiration for a holy or virtuous life),
as well as acknowledging the bad.
As a Catholic I believe in the Communion of Saints
which is part of entire communion of the Body of Christ,

1. Megaphone
2. Nile
3. Lady Bird
4. Methane
5. Jihad
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the Church. The Catholic Church teaches
belief: “in the communion of all the faithful
of Christ, those who are pilgrims on earth,
the dead who are being purified, and the
blessed in heaven, all together forming
one Church; and we believe that in this communion, the
merciful love of God and his saints is always [attentive]
to our prayers” Pope St Paul VI – Catechism of the Catholic
Church §962.
As Catholics we pray for one another and this
exemplified in the month of November. We begin by
celebrating the Solemn Feast of All Saints on the 1st of
November, before then celebrating the Commemoration
of the Faithful Departed (All Souls) on the 2nd. At each
Mass, as the pilgrim Church on earth, we intercede for those
who have died, and ask the intercession of the saints who
are already in the presence of God. (The rest of the month
of November is traditionally a month of remembering and
praying for the departed.) It is important to clarify that
Catholics do not worship or adore the saints, as worship
and adoration are reserved for God alone. We venerate and
honour the saints because of the God given supernatural
gifts which have earned them eternal life, and through which
they are with God in heaven as His chosen friends and
faithful servants. In other words, Catholics honour God in
His saints. They are closer to God than we are, as we are still
on our journey, and so we ask their intercession with God,
and try and follow their examples. One of the best images
of this is found in the Letter to the Hebrews “Therefore, since
we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us
also lay aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely,
and let us run with perseverance the race that is set before
us, looking to Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of our faith,
who for the sake of the joy that was set before him endured
the cross, disregarding its shame, and has taken his seat at
the right hand of the throne of God.” (12:1-2).
This November let us be mindful of the Communion
of Saints, and the diet that we feed our perceptions. Are
we looking for the good or do we focus on the negative?
Depending on our perception we may see the following:
G O D I S N O W H E R E in one of two ways, either as
the phrase ‘God is now here’ or ‘God is nowhere.’ May the
eyes of our perception always leads us aright!
Canon Jonathan Mitchell

Customer: Then it must have had a relapse.
Pupil: It was punctured.
Braggart: Not at all – they had their own boat.
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Norman Jones Domestic Appliances
REPAIRS & SALES
WASHERS - DRYERS - DISHWASHERS

COOKERS - OVENS - HOBS
Pete 07971 252069
07816 875233

Ansaphone 01588 638677

ABBEY CARPETS
(Mark & Jane Brain)

12 Beaumont Rd. Church Stretton SY6 6BN
01694 722719 07527 886531
Personal Service throughout
Home Choose Available
Saturday appointments by arrangement

Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 9.30 - 4pm
www.abbeycarpetsltd.co.uk
Email: jane@abbeycarpetsltd.co.uk

Stretton Fine Art
Restoration
Oils, Watercolours,
Prints etc
Free quotations
We have a
comprehensive selection
of paintings for sale.
Phone to view without
obligation

01694 722057
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Charles
Ephraim
Electrical
Installations
Est 1974

8 Wall Bank,
Wall-under-Heywood

Tel: 01694 771381

ros.ephraim@btconnect.com

WHEATLEY ELECTRICAL
ELECTRICAL INSTALLATION CONTRACTOR
INSPECTION & TEST PORTABLE APPLIANCE TESTING
LANDLORD'S INSPECTION & CERTIFICATION
NEW BUILD EXTENSIONS REWIRES
UPDATING OF CONSUMER UNITS (FUSEBOARDS)
SHOWERS EXTRA SOCKETS SECURITY LIGHTING
NO JOB TOO SMALL

51 HIGH STREET, CHURCH STRETTON
TEL: 01694 328305 MOBILE: 07939 571201
EMAIL:
PETEWHEATLEY@
HOTMAIL.CO.UK
ELECSA REG NO: EPP34178

BURWAY
BOOKS

18 Beaumont Road, Church Stretton, SY6 6BN
Tel: 01694 723388, email: ros.ephraim@btconnect.com
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Churches in the Strettons
ANGLICAN CHURCH (The United Parish of St Laurence, Church Stretton, with St Michael & All Angels, All
Stretton, and All Saints, Little Stretton) Rector: Rev’d Steve Johnson (Tel: 722585)
Website: www.strettonparish.org.uk
Sunday Services

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8.00 am
Morning Worship
Holy Communion every Sunday, except Morning Prayer on 4th Sunday . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9.30 am
Refreshments in Parish Centre . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10.20 until 11.05 am
Informal Service (Communion on 4th Sunday) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11.15 am
All ages 1st Sunday; children go out to groups other Sundays
Crèche facilities provided with this service every Sunday
Groups for children and youth groups on all but 1st Sunday, when all ages stay together
Evening Worship. (On 4th Sunday Holy Communion with special prayers for Healing). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6.00 pm
Hot Chocolate Club - For all pupils in Church Stretton School. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mondays 12.30 - 1.15 pm
Oasis - For pupils in years 7-9 in Church Stretton School who would like to explore faith. Tuesdays 12.30 - 1.15 pm
Youthzone - Sunday mornings during 11.05 service for 11-16yrs (except 1st Sunday in month); Meet in Church
Young people (11+):
Weekday Activities:
Thursdays: Holy Communion . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11.30 am
All Saints, Little Stretton. A traditional Sunday Service is held each Sunday
Week 1:
Evening Prayer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3.00 pm
Weeks 2, 4 and 5: Holy Communion. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11.00 am
Week 3:
Morning Prayer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11.00 am
St Michael’s & All Angels, All Stretton (Local Ecumenical Partnership with URC) Contact: 724224
Sunday Services
Week 1: Morning Worship
10.30 am
Week 2: Holy Communion (Anglican)
10.30 am
Week 3: Morning Worship
10.30 am
Week 4: Holy Communion (URC)
10.30 am
Week 5: Holy Communion (Traditional Anglican)
10.30 am
is in the Parish Centre, Church St. (Tel: 724224).
Open 9am to 12.30pm Monday to Friday

METHODIST CHURCH Minister: Rev’d George Heinz (Tel: 07538 480626)
Website: www.churchstretton-methodistchurch.org.uk
Hall bookings: Carole Coles (Tel: 724958)
Sunday Services
Morning Service
10.30 am
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS (QUAKERS) Co-clerks: Lesley Richards and Charles West (Tel: 722068)
Sundays: Meetings for Worship in the Silvester Horne Committee Room; Children on 4th Sunday in month . 10.30 am
For details of home discussion groups please telephone the Clerks.
ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH Priest: Canon Jonathan Mitchell (Tel: 01694 658091)
St Milburga’s, Church Stretton
Sunday:
Mass . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9.15 am
Wednesday - Friday: Daily Mass . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9.30 am
Saturday:
Evening Mass . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6.00 pm
Catholic Women’s League meets on the 2nd Thursday of each month following the morning Mass at 9.30.
St Walburga’s, Plowden
Sunday Mass . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11.00 am
UNITED REFORMED CHURCH Minister: (vacant)
Website: churchstretton.urc.org.uk
Sunday Services
Worship, with Activity Club for children, followed by refreshments in the church hall. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10.30 am
(On the 1st Sunday in month worship includes Holy Communion)
Weekday Activities
Mondays:
(Week 1) Ladies’ Group . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.30 pm
Wednesdays:
(Week 1) Ladies’ Link . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7.30 pm
Wednesdays:
Half hour meeting for prayer and discussion. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9.30 am
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Clubs and Societies in Church Stretton with names of Secretary and contact details
All Stretton Village Hall

Liz Cinnamon

07790 527673

www.allstrettonvillagehall.org.uk

Alzheimers Carer’s Support (Mayfair)
Amnesty, Church Stretton Group

Jackie Pennington
Barbara Parnell

722077
720040

[Monthly, 2nd Friday, 2.00pm] www.mayfaircentre.org

Beacon (Activities and Care at Mayfair)
Books (Mayfair Shop)

Joy King
Tony Crowe

722077
723292

(Mayfair) www.mayfaircentre.org.uk

Bowling Club, Ladies’

Mrs M Paine

722489

Bridge Club (Thursday 1-5pm, All Stretton Vlge Hall) Dom Wilson
Bridleways Association, Long Mynd and District
Lynn Townsend

723128
722667

Busy Bees Preschool

Church Stretton School

722209

Cancer Support Group, Stretton
Chamber of Trade, Church Stretton

Lesley McIntyre
Stuart Wright

723427
722237

Choral Society, Stretton
Churches Together

Ru Trew
Lesley Richards

724297
722068

Citizens Advice Bureau

c/o Mayfair

722077

Civil Service Retirement Fellowship, C S Group
Climate Care, Stretton
Country Market (ex WI)
Credit Union

John Brewer
David Howard
Ann Lloyd
c/o Mayfair

Croquet Club

Fane Conant

Dementia Carers’ Support
Dominoes, Church Stretton and District League

Emma Wilde
Martin Salisbury

Extend (Gentle Exercise) Mayfair

Nicola Daniels

722077

[Thursday mornings] www.mayfaircentre.org.uk

Football Club, Stretton Red Rovers (6-15 years old)
Friends of Church Stretton Library

Sheila Davies

723455

www.strettonlibraryfriends.org.uk

Hope Bowdler Hand Bell Ringers

Ruth Jenkins

724919

Interfaith Forum, South Shropshire

Canon Noel Beattie

725530

Keep Fit, Stretton

Lisa Ryan

751369

722965
722904
07889 143057
722077

(Mayfair) [Thursdays] www.mayfaircentre.org.uk

or (01694) 731274
(Mayfair) [Wednesdays] www.mayfaircentre.org.uk

722610

01743 341800
723253

Lesbian & Bisexual Women, Border Women Social Group

borderwomen.net

Long Mynd Adventure Camp
Martial Arts, Freestyle

Peter Jenkins

Mothers’ Union, Church Stretton
Music: Strettons Classical Music Group

Diana Coles
Barbara Hall

723548
724578

Rail User’s Association, Church Stretton

Alison Bradley

722138

RAF Roundel Club

John L Davies

724703
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www.bridgewebs.com/churchstretton

724919
07852 961675

freestylemartiaarts.com/stretton

www.strettonrailusers.org.uk

November 2020

Stretton Focus

Ramblers, The South Shropshire Group

Darren

07837 021138

Rushbury and Cardington WI

Kaye Smith

771554

Scottish Dancers, Stretton

David Thomas

722107

Singers, The More Singers

Deborah Croom-Johnson

Soaring Club, Long Mynd (Hangliding & paragliding)
Stepping Stones Nursery

Anne Arkwright

722341

Stroke Group, Church Stretton and District

Hilary Parker

723419

Table Tennis, Church Stretton
Table Tennis, Leebotwood

Leisure Centre
Will Priestley

720051
724223

T’ai Chi

Marc Lacey

722077

(Mayfair) www.mayfaircentre.org.uk

Theatre & Concert Group, Stretton
Thursday Lunch Club (Ley Gardens)
Traidcraft (fairly traded goods)

Jenny or Graham Heath
Margaret Hamer
Maureen Clow

722216
722407
722000

h
(or Dawn Longmore 722328)

Tuesday Day Centre, Church Stretton

Liz Evans

328612

University of the Third Age (U3A)
Lesley Brown
Upright and Active (falls prevention strength & balance) c/o Mayfair
Walking for Health
Nicola Daniels

724330
722077
722077

Wildlife Trust, Strettons Branch

Wally Blake

724040

c/o Mayfair

722077
724224

u3asites.org.uk/churchstretton/contact
(Mayfair) www.mayfaircentre.org.uk
(Mayfair) www.mayfaircentre.org.uk

Women’s Inst., Rushbury and Cardington
Yoga (Mayfair)

(Mayfair) www.mayfaircentre.org.uk

Additions and corrections to this list should be addressed to: The Editor, Stretton Focus, by email: editor@strettonfocus.co.uk

Church Stretton Town Councillors
Town Clerk: Danny Chetwood
South Ward
Mark Morris
Hilary Claytonsmith
Lee Chapman
Hilary Luff
Lyn Antill

RFO:

722741
781666
723965 or 07458 117559
724270
07734 294909

North Ward
David Wilks
Michael Braid
Bob Welch (Mayor)
Nicola Carter

723139
723364
722998
07581 300498

Little Stretton Ward
Mike Walker (Deputy Mayor) 720132
Colin Carson
722784
All Stretton Ward
Richard Hickman
722006 or 07944 505146
Sandra Baker
724394

Shropshire (Unitary) Councillors for the Area
(for CS tc business)
MP for Ludlow Constituency: Philip Dunne, 54 Broad St, Ludlow, SY8 1GP, 01584 872187.
StrettonDale Local Joint Committee (Details pending)
Responsibilities for Public Services
Domestic rubbish: Shropshire Council
0345 678 9007
Street cleaning: Shropshire Council
0345 678 9006
Electricity power failure:
105
Gas emergencies
0800 111999
Last collection at Family Shopper letter box Weekdays 6.00pm, Saturdays 12.00 noon, No collection Sundays and Bank Holidays
Some useful numbers
Medical Centre
Church Stretton School
722209
appointments and general enquiries 722127
St Lawrences C of E Primary School
722682
out of hours
111
Sports and Leisure Centre (Teme Leisure)
720051
NHS Choices
111
Church Stretton Library
722535
Ring and Ride
720025
South Shropshire Furniture Scheme
01584 877751
Shropshire Council (Shrewsbury)
0345 678 9000
Domestic Abuse Helpline: 0800 783 1359 - 24hr support
Visitor Information Centre and Shropshire Customer First Point: 723133
South Shropshire Housing Association: 0300 3031190 (Housing and Support)
Police - Non emergency only 101, Emergency 999
Safer Neighbourhood Team (SNT): Inspector Nicola Roberts [223695]: Tel 101 ext 4630; Sergeant Kapil Pindoria [21284]: Tel 101 ext 66601
Lisa Thomas [226064]: 07870 163208; David Baron [226417]: 07870 163156; Julia St-John Martin [224002]: 07870 163199
Neighbourhood Watch
Police Station now closed, but there is a 24 hour telephone service there connected to another centre.
Support at Mayfair Community Centre - run by the Community for the Community 722077
For activities and support groups at Mayfair, please refer to the entries under ‘Clubs and Societies’ and to their advertisement.
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Stretton Directory: Index to Advertisers
Accommodation

Occasional Adverts not indexed

Cleaning and House Care

Outdoor Clothing and
Equipment

Accountants and Bookkeeping

Architects, Town Planning

Painters & Decorators

Clothes

Bathrooms

Coaches

Beauty, Slimming

Community Centre

Bed & Breakfast, Self Catering

Computing, Graphic and Web
Design

Pest Control
Garden Machinery
Pet Food and Pet Care
Hairdressers, Health, Beauty

Bookshop
Builders, Plant & Equipment

Pharmacy

Cycle Repairs

Health, Therapies

Decorators

Piano Tuner and Repairs

DIY & Hardware

Domestic Appliances & Repairs

Physiotherapists

Plumbers, Heating

Hobbies

Electrical Services, Lighting
Home & Garden
Cafés
Calor Gas
Cards and Gifts

Care - Homes and At Home

Carpenters & Joiners

Estate Agents

Financial Services & Insurance

Catteries and Kennels

Hotels, B&B and Self Catering

Restaurants, Cafés, Pubs

House and Garden Clearance

Shopping Services

Insurance

Skip Hire

NFU Mutual

Fine Art Restoration
Florist

Carpets

Home Furnishings

Food, Delicatessen

Funeral Arrangements

Keep Fit

Chiropodists

Solicitors

Kennels
Kitchens, Bathrooms

Chemist
Child Care

Printing, Copying, Photo
Products

Storage

Sweep
Furniture Restoration
Taxi

Garage Services
Logs & Charcoal
Garden Design, Services,
Supplies

Mobility

Tree Surgery
Watches, Batteries, Straps
Window Cleaning

48

November 2020

Stretton Focus

Marion H. Murdoch, M.C.S.P.
Registered with the H.P.C.

PHYSIOTHERAPIST
REFLEX THERAPIST
"Gleneldon", 94 Watling Street South,
Church Stretton, Shropshire SY6 7BH
Tel: (01694) 724152

HILLSIDE PHARMACY
18 Sandford Avenue
Church Stretton
01694 722799

For all your medicines, toiletries and
photographic requirements

CAROLINE CRUMP
S.R.Ch., D.Pod.M., M.Ch.S.
Dis. Medicine & Medical Science

STATE REGISTERED
CHIROPODIST
Private Consultations
and Home Visits
ESSEX LODGE
FARM LANE
ALL STRETTON
Telephone: 723283
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T

hose of you old enough might remember the
elocution teachers of yesteryear. Today, however,
this discipline takes a much more sophisticated
approach to improving how people communicate, and
to achieve vocal confidence. Emma Alston, Voice and
Communications Coach, says “Regardless of geographical
location, opportunity, or sociological background, our
voices are vital to self-development and self-esteem
throughout our lives.”
Researchers have long debated just how long-ago
humans began talking to each other. The spoken word
leaves no traces in the archaeological record so estimates
range wildly, from as late as 50,000 years ago to as early
as the beginning of the human genus more than two
million years ago. One source of information comes from
a trial set up at St Andrews University, which suggests that
some form of verbal communication was essential to the
development of social structures. Gestures, facial expression
and vocalisation were needed, working together, to enable
humans to share knowledge and ideas, and to ensure that
learned skills were passed on.
Our close relatives – monkeys and apes – like many
other animals, have evolved ways of producing sound to
improve social communication, but none uses its tongue to
make the complex patterns needed for speech. Humanity
evolved the use of the tongue, lips and other moveable parts
of the mouth and face to place speech in a quite separate
category, making its evolution an intriguing theoretical
challenge to scholars.
Human beings often spend time being preoccupied
with outward appearance, yet place seemingly little
importance on how they actually sound. Try recording your
own voice then playing it back. Most people are amazed
when they first hear themselves; an individual’s voice can be
totally different from the sounds they hear in their own ears
when speaking.
Good communication has never been more vital, yet
the popularity of digital communication – the immediacy
and ease of texting and emailing someone – means that we
are not picking up the phone, or walking across the office
to speak person to person, which are skills often relegated
to the back-burner of life.
Most people struggle with vocal communication
at some time in their life. Finding just the right word,
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thinking that a regional accent might sound strange to
listeners, or being unable to express a complicated thought
or emotion when under pressure – especially in a working
environment – can cause life-long insecurities. Emma says,
“To be able to help people overcome these insecurities is
my passion.”
Emma has a Master’s degree in Voice Studies from the
Royal Central School of Speech and Drama (RCSSD),
where only 18 students per year are accepted. Her history
shows that it’s never too late to retrain and reinvent
yourself, having had several career changes over the years.
She has worked for Waterstones Books both in the UK
and the USA, and she ran her own welding and fabrication
business for some years – quite a departure from the
world of books and words. She’s also been a drama teacher
and her family ran the Longmynd Hotel for many years.
She is now a member of the Voice and Speech Trainers
Association (VSTA), the Society of Teachers of Speech and
Drama (STSD) and she also works on the examination
board of The London Academy of Music and Dramatic Art
(LAMDA).

Emma says, “People from all backgrounds seek help
from voice and communications coaches. They include
teachers, sportspeople, academics, actors and people from
all walks of life and every age group. Training is tailored to
meet the needs of each individual and the challenges they
face. This might be delivering an effective presentation
to 500 people, or a eulogy at a funeral, or giving the best
man’s speech at a wedding, or improving diction for an
on-stage part in a play. People with severe hearing loss
can be helped to learn to sing, and stutters and lisps can
be overcome (think the film The King’s Speech).” One of
Emma’s aims is to help improve the confidence of young
people and teenagers. She believes that encouraging and
practising verbal skills isn’t given enough value in our
current education system. Anyone with a monosyllabic
young person at home will be able to identify with this!
When asked why she had taken up this career, Emma
said “That’s a really interesting question. I had a very
pronounced stammer as a child and took speech lessons to
help me overcome the impediment. Years later, when I was
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recovering from a life-threatening head injury after which I
came home to Shropshire, I had to have speech therapy to
help me to speak properly again. About ten years ago I was
at a career crossroads; my son, William, was young and I
wanted to spend time with him as he grew up.
“I began studying with a Shropshire-based teacher, who
remains an inspiration and mentor to me. He encouraged
me to gain the relevant qualifications.”
Emma is an example of why people come back to live
and work here in the Strettons after careers have taken them

away earlier in life. Emma’s son now studies at Church
Stretton Academy and she has a close family and good
friends here. She says, “Lots of people meander through
life without finding their true vocation. I feel blessed to
have found ways to help others. Time passes quickly – I’m
determined to make a positive difference in people’s lives
whenever and wherever possible.”
Christine Williams
*Research provided by the Science Magazine and
Wikipedia

Time to celebrate!

T

hanks to the wonderful support
of local people, the target amount
to purchase Cudwell Meadow has
been reached. Time to celebrate indeed!
When a small group began planning this
during lockdown, it was hard to believe
it could happen. With the addition of
Gift Aid, our target of £25,000 has been
met. The legal purchase process is already
in hand and will hopefully be completed
within a month or so.
The work of restoring the field to a
wetland meadow has already begun. With
the support of the present landowner, the
field was mown for hay for the first time in
decades at the end of July.
Photo: Isabel Carter

We plan to get some livestock in for a
few months to munch up the longer, rough
edges during the winter months. We have
plenty of ideas to enhance the biodiversity
and will be working with volunteers to help
us put these into practice. Next month we
hope to bring you a report on some of the
invertebrates discovered during surveying.
A huge ‘thank you’ to all our supporters.
Isabel Carter

Photo: Mike Carter
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Promoting Well Being since 1982

THE Health & Beauty Clinic
Treatments Available:

Pam Allsop
The Old Bakehouse, Churchway, Church Stretton
Tel: 01694 723899, Email: pamallsop@churchway.plus.com
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Visit from the High Sheriff
ooking after 5000 acres of fragile upland is a big
enough job on a normal year, but during a pandemic
the challenges obviously multiply. The National
Trust’s Ranger team for the Long Mynd have spent the
last six months trying to balance the necessary tasks of
conservation management whilst being the only members of
staff left from the usual team in Carding Mill Valley.
Area Ranger Patrick Edwards’ work pattern changed
from ticking off his never ending to do list to being the
gate keeper of the valley during lockdown. Days were spent
having to turn away innumerable cars who somehow had
not managed to catch the news of a worldwide pandemic
or countrywide movement restrictions. Patrick spent many
hours sat at the valley entrance and had to stay calm in the
face of the worst sides of human nature: “It was really good
to chat to the locals from Church Stretton and get to know
them just a bit more. There were a few people who wanted
to argue about not staying local, but I loved making new
doggy friends with my handy box of biscuits. I also loved
the partnership working, especially the local police who
were very supportive.”

L

limited capacity but there were way more cars
than we could allow in, which then impacted
on local roads to start with. We saw every trick
in the book from people trying to be the car
that broke the barrier.”

Cars return to the valley
The hard work of the NT team during this most surreal
and testing period was recognised with a visit from the High
Sheriff, Dean Harris, to pass on thanks from the county
for the NT team’s efforts: “It was great to meet some of the
staff and volunteers from the National Trust and to hear
how they had successfully managed the significant influx of
visitors during lockdown, with all remaining smiling!”

Patrick’s colleague, Long Mynd Ranger Dave Cowell, is
no stranger to valley security issues having spent the last 30
plus years looking after the Long Mynd. But the lockdown
and post-lockdown periods saw his visitor management
skills tested like never before: “I too saw all facets of human
nature this year, which has been both a challenge and
comfort in my long career.”
As lockdown was lifted and the hordes descended on
Church Stretton, the Ranger team were joined by two
more members of NT staff, Membership and Visitor
Welcome Assistants Tom and Andy, to try to manage the
unprecedented visitor levels. Tom and Andy had been
employed early in 2020 with a main focus of recruiting new
members to the National Trust but they found themselves
cast into the role of car park managers in the most testing
conditions as the general public were unleashed by lifted
restrictions with a phenomenal desire for open space, nature
and fresh air. They had a careful balancing act to perform,
said Andy: “The National Trust only allowed us to use a
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The High Sherriff meets the team
Church Stretton mayor Bob Welch echoed these words:
“The Town Council was grateful to be working in close
partnership with National Trust staff through what has
been a most challenging summer for all concerned. That
partnership will stand us in good stead in planning together
for next summer, drawing on our experiences from this
year.”
Tom Blackwell
Learning and Engagement Manager
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Patrick’s Pedal Power Raised £560 for
HOPE HOUSE
Rotarian Patrick Lewis completed his 100-mile bike
ride in August and is now considering a ride from
London to Paris to raise yet more money for a local
charity.
We have regularly supported Hope House and
in this calendar year we have raised a total of £1,635
thanks to the generosity and support from our
community.

Wine Tasting: £500 Raised for Severn Hospice
The wine was real, but the event was virtual using
Zoom because we must comply with the latest
social distancing regulations. All the drinking was
in the comfort of our own homes – so no drink and
driving problems!
Pictured right is our team of intrepid wine
tasters Patrick Lewis and Don Lovejoy, who
approached Tanners Wine Merchants to discuss the
idea of a winetasting event. They enthusiastically
agreed to arrange things for us. Six wines were
recommended plus suggestions made in advance on
what food is best with each wine.
Six 100 millilitre bottles were delivered to
households on the day of the event plus the
inevitable raffle tickets. There were two white wines,
one rose and three reds. Tanners staff explained the
merits of a truly international list of wines coming
from Germany, France, Italy, Australia and South
Africa.
The event was widely publicised and we were
pleased to welcome people we had never met before plus
friends and family of our Rotarians. It proved to be a
convivial evening and for some reason became more so as
the evening progressed. We have already been asked to make
this an annual event. So, it shows you can have fun with
Rotary whilst raising money for excellent local charities.
Many thanks to all who supported us and to Tanners
Wine Merchants for managing the event.

Rotary Fundraising
Our fundraising events have been severely restricted this
year due to social distancing. However, we have organised
virtual events using Zoom that enables people to participate
without leaving their armchair. All you need is any of the
following: a laptop, PC, tablet or smartphone.
We are part of a global network that strives to build
a world where people unite and take action to create
lasting change. Rotary values diversity and celebrates the
contributions of people of all backgrounds, regardless of
their age, race, colour, abilities, religion, socioeconomic
status, culture and sexual orientation.
If you are interested in actively supporting our local
community please visit www.rotarygbi.org or contact:
dereksmith42@hotmail.com
or phone 01694 723189
Derek Smith
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Occasional adverts are
not indexed

To place an occasional
advertisement, please contact
adverts@strettonfocus.co.uk
Size: 60 x 35mm,
price £7.50 per month

We WILL have our Lights!
But it seems that the all-permeating, dispiriting, evil that is
Covid, having caused so much pain to so many during the
year, has succeeded in robbing us of our customary, lighthearted switch-on event.
A little over a month ago our Council sadly decided
that it would not be safe to hold the Christmas Lights
Switch-On event in the Square, nor to hold the planned
Christmas Party for our children in the Silvester Horne
Institute. The lights will shine above, however, in sheer
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defiance, and the little collecting tubs will be out again on
shop counters. Our shopkeepers, who did so much for all
of us during the worst of lock-down, value their Christmas
lights highly and would, if they could, like to extend them,
particularly down the High Street at least as far as the Kings
Arms.
Sandra Baker
01694 724394
Christmas Lights sub-committee, Town Council
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Ben Carter
Landscaping, Grounds,
Property Maintenance
Hedge cutting & reductions
lawn care, mowing, spraying
garden clearance
fencing installation/repairs
shed building/repairs
Mini Digger work
Please call 07891 376638
or 01743 718802
for further information

tidy
garden
for all your gardening
needs
Planting, pruning
mowing, hedging, etc.

Call Bob Rogers
Tel: 01743 244402
or 07981 814518

Integral
Gardens

Carlo
01743 344417
07963 991533

KEITH
WARRINGTON
LANDSCAPE
SERVICES
All aspects of garden
maintenance undertaken

FREE ESTIMATES
Tel: 01694 658060
or 01584 861884
Mob: 07742 945768
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