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Editorial

W

elcome to January’s edition of Stretton Focus. I
am writing this at the beginning of December
the first vaccines have been administered this
morning and there is a sense of optimism in the air.
However, life is not yet back to normal and the number
of events being advertised in What’s On remains very few.
Hopefully this will change significantly in the coming
months and we can all begin to make plans which can be
kept.
In November the nation remembered and honoured
those who sacrificed themselves to secure and protect
our freedom. The poignancy of the Church Stretton
Remembrance Ceremony in lockdown is captured in an
article on page 37.
Students from Church Stretton School have written
some thought provoking pieces for us once again (page 30).
This is a feature that receives very positive responses from
readers, and we are delighted to include the voices of young
people in the magazine.
Of particular interest to me in this month’s edition
are Peter Toghill’s article on the geology of the valley (page
24) and Barrie Raynor’s history of Church Stretton (page
12). Such a shame that the building referred to in the latter
article is no longer there. Many of you will remember the
sad news that Meredith Vivian lost his precious guide dog

Victor from an article back
in July 2019. See page 20
for an uplifting update
about his new companion.
Stan Yelds provides us
with another crossword
(page 6) and some advice
on how to solve them.
I am sure I will not be
the only one who will be
looking carefully at his
tips. We also have our
usual trivia quiz plus a test
of your knowledge about
butterflies.
Finally, many thanks to all our readers and
contributors. 2020 was a challenging year for everyone
but the community of Church Stretton came together,
demonstrating kindness and generosity, truly being
“Good Neighbours”. You also provided us with a range
of interesting and informative articles to publish. We very
much appreciate your efforts. Very best wishes from all of us
here at Focus for a happy and healthy 2021.
Janet Du Cros
Editor in Chief for January

Ladies’ Cricket is Back

T

getting people involved with the club and ladies’ cricket is
he 2021 Shropshire Cricket League season will be a
landmark one for Church Stretton Cricket Club as it just one way we are trying to achieve that.
“There’s a growing demand for ladies’ cricket and we
celebrates its centenary year.
As the club celebrates this milestone, it is also looking to are very keen to offer this opportunity to ladies across the
Strettons.
break new ground by introducing a ladies’ cricket team for
“We’ve been speaking to the Shropshire Cricket Board
the first time.
and there’s the possibility of running
Ladies’ cricket has become
taster sessions at our ground, which will
more popular than ever across
take players through the basics of batting,
Shropshire and as part of
bowling and fielding and confirm the
the club’s 100th anniversary,
rules of the non-competitive festivals.
Church Stretton is looking to
“We’re very excited at the prospect
join the ranks.
of launching ladies’ cricket in Church
The main difference with
Stretton and hope it is of interest to
ladies’ cricket is the use of a
people.”
softer ball, but the key elements
of the game remain the same.
If you’re interested in getting involved
Throughout a calendar
in ladies’ cricket at Church Stretton
year, festivals are held across the
Cricket Club, email
county on a Sunday, with clubs
churchstrettoncricketclub@gmail.com
from across Shropshire taking
or call Rob on 07967 571044.
part in teams of six, in six-over
games.
The cricket club has lots of plans in
Rob Whittall, Chairman
place to celebrate the 100th anniversary
of Church Stretton Cricket
– further details will be featured in future
Club, said: “As a club, we’re
editions of Stretton Focus.
really looking forward to our
Sam Morris
centenary year and we have a
CS Cricket Club Press & PR Officer
lot of plans in place to mark
the occasion.
“We feel that as a club it
Focus cover photo August 2014
is time to look at new ways of
Photo: Yvonne Beaumont
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What’s On in the Strettons
in January 2021
If you wish to make contact with societies and groups, please see the list in the yellow pages
As we move into 2021, events and meetings
are still affected by Covid-19. Any events
listed may be subject to change at short
notice. Please check websites or with
organisers to get the latest updates.

Every Thursday and Friday:
Christian Meditation

Experience the ancient practice of Christian
Meditation (contemplative prayer) in a small
safe group.
At the moment, we meet online only.
Please contact John Dennison 722599 or
1johndennison@gmail.com
Thursday: 8pm for 8.15pm start
Friday: 2pm for 2.15pm start

Every Thursday:

Hope Bowdler Handbell Ringers

The group meets at 2pm in Hope Bowdler
Village Hall.
Contact Ruth Jenkins: 724919

Every Tuesday, Wednesday and
Thursday:
Walking for Health

Leaving from outside the HWBC. Small groups
only so if you are interested, please contact
Mayfair.

Every Saturday and Sunday:
Family Bubble Swimming

Max of 6 people from same household social
bubble. £20 per 45 minute swim. Includes
private changing room.
Pre-booking only: 720051
10am and 11am CS Leisure Centre

5 Tuesday

Group and Venue Updates

Engaging Issues Talks (Online)

We welcome Caroline Nursey from the
BBC. Caroline’s topic is: ‘Responsible media in
a pandemic’ linking to our previous meeting
on 19th November, and looking forward to the
next. See website to sign up for Zoom:
www.engagingissues.org.uk
Meetings start at 7.30pm and you can log in
15 minutes beforehand.

6 Wednesday

Amnesty International Zoom Meeting

Topic: ‘Amnesty’s work in welcoming refugees’
with Tom Davies, Amnesty’s Priority Campaign
Manager.
For details or for a zoom invitation, ring
Barbara Parnell on 720040 or email
csamnesty@outlook.com
7.30pm via Zoom

7 Thursday – 22 February

‘Inspired by Darwin’ Art Exhibition

Original paintings, photographs and poems by
local artist, Thelma Thompson.
The Discovery Centre, School Road, Craven
Arms. The centre is open seven days a week,
10am-5pm.

14 Thursday

Marmaladies WI Virtual Meeting

We meet once a month on the second
Thursday of the month. Currently we
are using Zoom so please contact the
secretary: carol.greswell@gmail.com or via
the Marmaladies facebook page to get an
invitation to join the Zoom meeting
8pm via Zoom

19 Tuesday

Engaging Issues Talks (Online)

David Howard, of this parish, will be asking:
‘Are we waving or drowning as we struggle to
deal with the pandemic?’
See website to sign up for Zoom:
www.engagingissues.org.uk
Meetings start at 7.30pm and you can log in
15 minutes beforehand.

Stretton Focus
Website

www.strettonfocus.co.uk
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27 Wednesday

Holocaust Memorial Day

CS Bridge Club

Closed until further notice. Please check the
website for information:
www.bridgewebs.com/churchstretton

CS Gardening Club

We hope all members have had a happy and
peaceful Christmas.
We look forward to 2021 being less stressful
and being able to meet up again for meetings
and garden outings.
Take care and stay safe.
Contact: 723648

CS Leisure Centre

At time of going to press, the centre is
open for gym/pool/classes for adults only. A
booking system is in place.
Please ring 720051
https://shropshire.gov.uk/leisure-services/
find-a-leisure-centre/church-stretton/
There are currently no group activities. This
affects WO listings:
• Badminton for All
• Japanese Taiko Drumming
• Strettons Table Tennis Group
• Three Touch Walking Football

CS Library

The library reopens on January 5th after the
Christmas/New Year break.
Opening times from January 2021 are:
Tuesdays, Thursdays, Fridays: 10am-4pm
(closed between 12pm & 1pm)
Saturdays: 10am-1pm
We are sadly still not able to have groups
meet in the library. This affects the following
What’s On listings:
• Ancient Greek Study Group
• Latin Study Group
• Local and Family History Session
• Mayfair Time to Listen
• Reading Group
• Rhyme Time
• Sit and Knit
• Winter Talks
• Writers Groups
Telephone: 722535 or email us
Churchstretton.library@shropshire.gov.uk

‘Be the light in the darkness’
Please see SSIF article for ways in which you
can participate in the commemorations.

January 2021
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CS School Theatre

The School Theatre remains closed to the
general public and will re-open when it is
safe to do so.

CS Stroke Support Group

With regret our meetings are cancelled for
the time being but for any information ring
Jane 658027 or Hilary 723419

CS Town Council

The Council can be contacted on 722113 or via
email: reception@churchstretton-tc.gov.uk
The Council is updating information
continuously on its website:
www.churchstretton-tc.gov.uk
Meetings at Berry’s are suspended until
safe social distancing can be assured.
Please contact Liz Strachan for the latest
information: 07971 289273 or lizmegroup@
gmail.com

Ley Gardens

Community events suspended until further
notice. This includes:
• Joy Yoga/Joy Yoga Flow
• Knit and Natter
• Thursday Lunch Club

Marches Independent Photography (MIP)
Meetings currently suspended but keep
checking website for future meetings:
mip.photium.com

Mayfair/Health & Wellbeing Centre

Please see Mayfair article in this month’s
Focus for details on which services are now
available to the public. We offer our ‘Mayfair
Meals’ hot meal delivery service 365 days a
year, including Christmas day.
Telephone: 722077
Website: www.mayfaircentre.org.uk
CMV car park is open but has limited spaces.
Toilets are open 9.30am to 4.30pm. Takeaway
options available from the tearoom. Shop
remains closed.
No events planned at present. Do check the
website for volunteering opportunities:
www.nationaltrust.org.uk/carding-mill-valleyand-the-long-mynd

Stretton Focus

Closed until further notice for any purpose
except for the Food Bank.
This affects WO listings:
• C.A.M.E.O. meetings
• Messy Church
• Mothers’ Union meetings
• Southern Cross Line Dance Class
• U3A Singing for Pleasure Group
Do check the website for updates:
www.strettonparish.org.uk

RSPB South Shropshire Local Group

There will be no RSPB events until further
notice. Please check website:
www.rspbsouthshropshire.co.uk

Scrappies

Knit and Natter at Berry’s

National Trust: Carding Mill Valley

Parish Centre, St Laurence’s

Scrappies continue to do everything possible
to keep you all supplied with arts and craft
materials, with great resources for all your
children’s creative activities. We will continue
to keep you informed via our website and
Facebook postings. We wish you all a very
happy and healthy New Year.
Email: info@scrappies.org
Website: www.scrappies.org

SHI/Friday Night at the Horne

The SHI is closed to the public until further
notice. Website for updates:
www.silvesterhorneevents.co.uk
This also affects WO regulars:
• CS Ballroom & Sequence Dance Club
• Yoga with David Hedge

Shropshire Ornithological Society

Due to coronavirus restrictions, the Church
Stretton branch of Shropshire
Ornithological Society has cancelled all indoor
meetings until October 2021. Please check
website:
strettonsos.wordpress.com

Stretton Climate Care Energy Advice

All planned events have been cancelled but
we can be reached by phone on 07528 493181
or by email:
info@strettonclimatecare.org.uk

Tuesday Club

Closed until further notice.
Contact: Joy: 723687

Key to Abbreviations/Addresses:
CMV – Carding Mill Valley
CS – Church Stretton
CS Library – Church Street, SY6 6DQ Tel:
722535
CS School – Shrewsbury Rd, SY6 6EX
Tel: 722209
St. Laurence’s Church/CS Parish Centre –
Church St, SY6 6DQ
Mayfair – Mayfair Community Centre,
Easthope Rd, SY6 6BL. Tel: 722077
HWBC – Health and Well Being Centre, next
to Mayfair, SY6 6BL
Methodist Church – Watling St South, SY6
7BG
SHI – Silvester Horne Institute,
High St, SY6 6BY. Tel: c/o CS Town Council
Office 722113
URC – United Reformed Church, High St, SY6
6BY
VH – Village Hall
Contact Numbers – only numbers OUTSIDE
the CS dialling code area (01694) will include
the full number.
For the latest community updates, consider
subscribing to the excellent free community
messaging service by Rob/Sue Hill:
communitymessaging@scrappies.org

Shropshire Wildlife Trust Strettons Branch
No indoor meetings planned at present.
However, there is a series of wildlife talks
that you can enjoy at home on the group’s
YouTube channel:
www.youtube.com/c/ShropshireWildlifeTrust

Stretton Cancer Care Support Group

Meetings regretfully cancelled until further
notice. However committee members are very
willing to listen and offer support. Contact
numbers:
Lesley McIntyre 723427
Rosemary Willietts 722112

January 2021

5

Cryptic Crossword by Stan Yelds
In some ways the answers to ten paired
clues and two single clues (all marked with
an asterisk) are local. Most of these clues do
not contain a definition.
Across
* 8. Hot, not well (4)
9. American John found in empty bed
by Mark could be incriminating (10)
11. Trap in which spaces are filled with
nitrogen (7)
12. Place for an opera or an operation
(7)
13. Unusual acuteness surrounds new
fare (10)
17. I’ve left uprising obscuring face (4)
20. Madness for a hunter to excavate (7)
* 21. Unnecessary turmoil as SE not
included (7)
* 23. Cried audibly (4)
25. Diarist’s PA worked on Orwell’s flier
(10)
27. Small flier for left-wing vote (7)
29. Indeed wife, after bright and early
starts, is dampened (7)
* 31. Had central square (1,5-4)
32. Pastry – enthusiast eats fifty (4)
Down
* 1. Small mammal’s place underground (10)
* 2. Old railway company has English leader (4)
3. Stick guts in ugly duel (4)
4. Left at sea – thematic, if in the way (4)
* 5. Opponents twice meeting – with a kiss (5)
* 6. Oceans stilled periodically (6)
7. King was born – was this bent? (4)
* 10. Formed terrorist organisation (7)
14. Try for a girl (3)
* 15. Remains a sporting trophy (5)
16. 101 stores do succulents (5)
* 18. Angry Leeds uprising (3,7)
19. A Parisian breezes in takes it easy (7)
22. Amphibian moves from one bank to another (3)
* 24. Awfully dull once winter starts (6)
* 26. Far too much in document (5)
* 27. Staff holding a … (4)
* 28. … part of Matalan enterprise (4)
* 29. Where one finds tellers with accounts maybe of
England or of Scotland (4)
* 30. Small boy occupies weekends (4)

6

December’s Solution
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Is this an end to Cryptic Crossword Misery?

W

hen composing clues for my crosswords, I’m
sometimes troubled by the thought that Focus
readers might struggle to solve them. Crosswords
may not be everyone’s idea of fun, but for those who would
like some help finding their way through the labyrinth
I offer these tips, followed by an explanation of how last
month’s clues work.
Clues always contain a definition of the answer (unless
otherwise stated in the rubric).
Additionally there is usually another definition or
some sort of cryptic indication.
Cryptic indications always include an ‘operator’
telling you what to do – for example anagrams will be
preceded or followed by words like “mixed”, “jumble”,
“ground” …
Watch out for abbreviations – “point” (of the compass)
could be N, E, S or W. Then there are Roman
numerals, the phonetic alphabet, chemical elements,
SI units and lots more.
Horrible homophones – watch out for “sounds like” or
“we hear”.
Punctuation is often best ignored.
My final tip is not to take anything at face value.
English words often have several meanings and sometimes
the same word can function as a verb or noun. So make sure
that you’ve got your lateral thinking head on!
Definitions in italics; anagrams underlined; operators in
bold; discarded letters in [square brackets]
Across
1.
He isn’t thawing – no upturn in wintry ordeal
(1,5,2,3,4) anagram
9.
Even pinks arrangement could be for cutting (9)
anagram
10. Attempt to follow vehicle moving goods (5) car+go
11. Clerical address from right, always on target (8)
r+ever+end
12. Asserts without a backward intonation (6) [a]sserts
reversed

14.
15.
18.
19.
21.
23.
25.
26.
28.

Dress for a bishop (4) two definitions
Mother hosts old women in India’s Pacific federation
(10) ma around i+crones+i
You French loser – looking back in anger and
wavering (10) tu+loser reversed in ire
Gent acts oddly, biting pest (4) GeNt AcTs
Quickly eat turkey – it’s sound (6) two definitions
Forewent travelling to African port (8) anagram
Indicates a need, though endlessly confused (5)
thoug[h] anagram
Oi! I’m nasty! Stirring up hatred (9) anagram
Re-open, presuming turnover for black and white
colonists (7,8) anagram

Down
1.
Something on mobile makes one boundlessly happy
(3) [h]app[y]
2.
Fresh thinker in untaxed alternative (9) in+no VAT+or
3.
Wanting food, east European country suffers a loss (6)
Hung[a]ry
4.
Not to be beaten, we hear Mrs. Fawlty is after trendy
Mr. Cable (10) in+Vince+Sybil
5.
Kelvin is after thank-yous for a chore (4) tas+K (SI
unit of absolute temperature)
6.
Turning on-going holding about (8) exiting around c
7.
And not before Kent is Scandinavian (5) nor+SE
8.
Celebrity’s destination … (11) Nothing clever here …
11. … and origin (11) … or here
13. Be sociable – mingle strain-free (10) anagram
16. Mixed rations in Aegean island (9) anagram
17. Mains switch – chops roast with oil (8) anagram
20. Look right and be persistent (6) be+long
22. Over-emphasise important ascent (3,2) double
definition
24. Brush bog clean as regular routine starts (4) Clean As
Regular Routine
27. Positive content of icy essay (3) icY ESsay
Needless to say I will not be presenting my clues like
this in future!
Stan Yelds

Butterfly Quiz
By Graham Wenman
Answers on page 58

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Stretton Focus

Geisha?
Crazy ‘tingler’ (hanging)
I’m at the end of a carrot!
Come into the garden Maud, I’m here...
Small pause?
Buddy, sad (2 words)
I used to go with treacle
Are you being served Captain?
Little PM (ex)
Flying fish
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Church Stretton Town Council Community Matters
New Year Message from the Mayor
he Christmas of 2020 will live long in our memories
for all the wrong reasons! It is to be hoped that it
was the one and only time in our lives when we were
unable to meet up freely with our loved ones. Paradoxically,
that experience taught us to value the support of family
all the more and to empathise more with those who have
no such support. The pandemic has also taught us other
lessons about valuing the restorative power of nature. It
has accelerated our learning about how we can all make
more imaginative use of digital technology, including home
working. Communities, like ours, have shown resilience
and an ability to adapt, which should stand us in good stead
in tackling the even greater challenge of climate change.
However, while vaccination offers an end to restrictions, it
will be many months before everyone is covered, so we must
not let down our guard too soon.

T

Local Council Tax Precept for 2021/22
This financial year has been a challenging one for the
Council. The lockdowns have meant that the Council has
both incurred additional costs and lost income in the hiring
out of its facilities. The Council has also been largely unable
to progress the identified priority maintenance work on the
Council’s estate.
However, the Council recognises that the pandemic has
caused significant financial difficulties for many residents as
well. As a consequence, the Council has decided that it will
not ask for any increase in the Council Tax for the coming
financial year. It will concentrate on clearing its backlog of
work and inducting new members of staff.
Congratulations
It is richly deserved that John Vine of Newsworld/Sandford
Hardware has been chosen as one of twelve finalists by the
National Federation of Independent Retailers for its Heroes
Awards, in recognition of his outstanding service to the local
community through the pandemic. He continues to supply
a whole range of goods to those unable to leave their homes
and is still making over 150 deliveries per week. The overall
winner will be announced later in the Spring.
The Rec Skatepark
The Council very much welcomed the initiative, before
Christmas, of local resident, Tom Rochester, in securing
and installing skatepark ramps in the Sandford Avenue
Recreation Ground. Tom was helped by a willing band of
volunteers, known as ‘The Rec Skate Co’. They were aided
by local firms offering their support and funding generated
from residents through a local crowdfunding campaign.
Unfortunately, the skatepark has to remain fenced off
until it has had its official Safety Inspection. It is hoped the
inspection delay, caused by the pandemic backlog, will not
be long and the skatepark will be open before the end of
January.
A Task Group of Councillors is continuing to assemble
ideas on how the park’s facilities can be improved, so as
to attract more residents of all ages to make greater use
of the park. If you want to contribute to this exercise,
please register your interest on the Council website www.
churchstretton-tc.gov.uk

8

Town Council Response to
Shropshire Council’s Consultations
on their draft Community and Rural
and Culture Strategies
The Town Council has welcomed
Shropshire Council’s ambitious Strategy to work in a more
devolved and collaborative way with town and parish
councils and other community organisations in defined
sub-areas of the county. This joint working will be vital in
helping market towns and their surrounding rural areas not
only to recover from the pandemic but also to address the
climate change agenda in a meaningful way. The Council
will engage actively in making a reality of that ambition.
Shropshire Council has also laid out an all-embracing
strategy to promote cultural activity of all kinds across the
county, not only for the well-being of residents but also to
maximise the economic benefits of cultural activity. The
Steering Group for Church Stretton’s Community-led Plan
is actively collating ideas of how we can enhance the town’s
already strong cultural life. The aim is to be more inclusive
of all ages, particularly of younger people and to combine
cultural activities more to promote the town’s appeal to
visitors. The Council welcomes the prospect of more county
support for such activity.
Tree Management
The Council is responsible for managing a substantial
estate, including not only Rectory Wood and Field and
the Coppice Leasowes Nature Reserve, but also the Park,
playing fields and cemeteries, as well as such areas as the
War Memorial and the All Stretton play area. In order to
ensure public safety, the Council has commissioned a review
of all trees with a view to prioritising the work programme
going forward.
As a contribution to the climate change agenda, the
Council has given permission to the Church Stretton
Tree Group to undertake the phased planting of over 300
saplings of different kinds in Rectory Field and Wood.
New Locum Staff
The Council is grateful for the continued services of our
part-time locum Town Clerk, Chris Maclean, because the
necessary procedures to allow our current Town Clerk,
Danny Chetwood, to take early retirement on ill-health
grounds, are taking much longer than anticipated. The
Council is pleased to have recruited part-time locum
replacements for our Clerical Officer and Amenities Officer.
These are only temporary appointments, so as to enable
the new Town Clerk, when appointed, to be involved in
recruiting the other members of the administrative team.
In the meanwhile, the Council is endeavouring to deliver as
full a service as possible, but our response may be subject to
some short delay.
Cllr. Bob Welch, Town Mayor
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Roger Lucas

Craven Arms 01588 672761

Painter
and
Decorator
4, High Street, Church Stretton, Shropshire, SY6 6BU
01694 720189
info@thedoorknockercompany.co.uk
www.thedoorknockercompany.co.uk

01694 723237
07772 705856

And much much more at our
hardware store

ANDREW WEBSTER

G. H. JONES & SON

PAINTER AND DECORATOR
INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR

Est. 1966

CITY and GUILDS TRAINED
OVER 40 YEAR'S EXPERIENCE
FIRST CLASS WORK GUARANTEED
AT VERY COMPETiTIVE RATES
TEL: 01694 724574
MOBILE: 07779 825908

PAINTERS & DECORATORS

Telephone: Church Stretton
(01694) 722148
Mobile: 07808 670806

PHILIP HOOPER
PIANO &
HARPSICHORD
TUNER

D. R. TIPTON
Decorator

REPAIRS &
OVERHAULS
TEL:- 01694 724461

Tel: 01694 723862
Mob: 07946 323819

E. B. JONES
PAINTER & DECORATOR
35 Years Experience
Interior & Exterior
All Work Guaranteed
Tel: Church Stretton 01694 724010
Stretton Focus
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Mayfair News
A message from our Chair, Meredith Vivian
espite the appalling impact of COVID-19 on
everyone’s health and well-being, our truly amazing
staff and volunteers have worked wonders in
maintaining so many of the services that make such a
significant contribution to everyday life in the Strettons and
beyond.
Another incredible aspect of last year was your
generosity. The money you have given Mayfair has not only
underpinned today’s services, it has also ensured that those of
tomorrow will be available too. Thank you so much for the
support you have given us throughout the hardship of 2020.
What will this year bring? It’s hard not to get excited
at the prospect of a world freed from the worst effects of
COVID-19. We are in the process of working through which
services we can bring back, and when, but also looking
further ahead to how we can ensure Mayfair delivers for
everyone in our community – of all ages and all tastes.
One important initiative I want to tell you about, is the
creation of a Mayfair Fundraising Team. All of our many
services and facilities, whether delivered at our two buildings
or out and about, need funding. You have dug deep through
making donations, taking part in the Mayfair Lottery,
payments for Mayfair services and facilities, and in many
other ways. We are now keen to establish a team that brings
together all of you who wish to best support and execute our
numerous fundraising activities. We want to build on the
successes of years gone by and generate even more energy and
imagination to secure the long-term future of all that Mayfair
is determined to offer you and the wider community.
Oh, by the way, planning and delivering lively activities,
challenges and events is exciting and great fun. Fundraising
brings a real sense of accomplishment for those involved
whether as an organiser or a participant.
I shall be back in touch next month on this initiative, so
please keep your eyes peeled for news. If, in the meantime,
you’d like to be part of the development of the Fundraising
Team, please do get in touch with me: Meredith.vivian@
mayfaircentre.org.uk or 01694 720369.

D

This year will be my TIME TO SHINE

Like many people, I have high hopes for 2021. It’s a new
year, a fresh start, a turning of the page – and for me this is
all crystallised in the shape of a shiny new job.
There’s no getting away from the fact that 2020 was
tough. Emotionally, socially, economically. We lost loved
ones, we lost jobs, at the very least we lost a sense of routine
or normality. But I’ve surprised myself with my innate
optimism. I’ve looked for the positives, the hope, and I’ve
loved seeing our community pulling together. I’ve also been
very grateful to have the chance to help – through delivering
Mayfair Meals and wielding a paintbrush. It’s given me a
sense of purpose, introduced me to new people and given
me a privileged insight into just what it takes to build a
strong, supportive community.
I’ve always wanted to play a positive role in the
community myself, but after an itinerant phase following

What’s on at Mayfair in January
Mondays

Tuesdays

Wednesdays

10

Reiki Kate Schenk 9.30-12.30am
HWBC SOOS 9am-5pm
HWBC Audiology 9am-5pm
HWBC Podiatry 9am-5pm
Chiropractor Gary Smart 11am-7pm
Chiropody 9am-5pm
Walking for Health 11am
HWBC Physiotherapy 9am-5pm
HWBC Audiology 9am-5pm
HWBC Podiatry 9am-5pm
Eastern Mystique Dance
with Angela – 3 classes 4.30-8pm
Walking for Health 10.30/11am
Creche 9.30am-1.30pm
HWBC Diabetic Eye 9am-5pm
Screening 9am-1pm
HWBC Midwifery Clinic 9-10am
Just Dance with Angela 7-8pm

Thursdays
Fridays

Chiropractor Gary Smart 8.30am-3pm
Walking for Health 10.30am
Hairdresser 8.30am-4pm
Creche 9.30am-1.30pm
Jan Crate Sports Massage 2-5pm
HWBC Audiology 9am-5pm
HWBC Physiotherapy 9am-5pm

Also:
Angela’s dance class via Zoom –
email angieboogieellis@gmail.com
Gentle Yoga classes via Zoom available. Please ring
Mayfair or check the website for details.
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jobs through my twenties, I’d come to see it as something
I’d do in the future, one day. Well if this year has done
anything for us, it has definitely given us a chance to pause,
to re-evaluate, to focus on what our core values are.
The Mayfair Centre embodies many of these for me. I
have seen the warm welcome that the team offers, the care,
the effort and the encouragement. I’ve been impressed with
the inventive ways in which they have responded to the
challenges created by the pandemic. But while I was busy
noticing them, they were also apparently noticing me…
Last October, Cathy Thomas, Central Services Manager,
put me forward for a grant-funded position, working
with the Mayfair Centre but paid for by a philanthropic
organisation called The Rank Foundation. The ‘Time to
Shine’ scheme was set up as a way to support charities
following the last recession. Its purpose is twofold: to fill
skills gaps in charities, improving their capacity to deliver
services in the longer term, and to offer individuals with the
right skills mix the opportunity to experience a 12 month
paid leadership and development placement.
The scheme was offering the Mayfair Centre the chance
to do something a little bit different – to take someone on
in a role that they wouldn’t typically be able to afford as a
charity dependent on donations and wanting to channel all
funding productively into services.
Interviewing over a Zoom conference call, it was
really hard to know whether I’d managed to communicate
my interest and excitement to the panel from The Rank
Foundation, Time to Shine and the National Lottery
Fund. Had my enthusiasm made it past the glitchy internet
connection or the lack of physical presence? Here they
were, offering me the potential of a job in a place that I
love, with a team that I’d already come to admire, working
towards something that I cared about. But not just that,
the scheme was also promising plenty of learning, personal
development, and leadership opportunities. I was beginning
to feel… dare I say it… excited for the year ahead. But had I
managed to make a good enough impression?
Apparently so. This January, I start in my new role as
Publicity Officer at Mayfair. It’s a one-year contract so I
know, from the moment I walk through the door, the clock
will be ticking. I have 12 months to wring the absolute best
out of this experience and to leave a positive mark once
the year is over. I’ll be working with the Mayfair team to
develop the key messages for the organisation, creating new
publicity material and information leaflets, putting together
regular newsletters and taking another look at how we
communicate with everyone online. It’s a great opportunity,
an honour and I look forward to working with you.
Holly Beaumont

There’s still time to say
hello to Henrietta
Following on from last
month’s magazine (page 7) you can see from this photo that
the pigs were dressed up in their Xmas best. Thank you
so much, oink, oink, to everyone who has donated. They
will remain dressed well into January so there’s still time to
pass by. If you cannot get to see them on their trotters, but
would still like to donate you can always go to the Mayfair
website and please mention ‘PIGS’: www.justgiving.com/
campaign/MayfairAppeal

Mayfair Lottery Results for
November
£100

468

£50

386

£20

64

£10

133
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Historic Church Stretton – the Regal Cinema

I

n 1937 the Craven Cinemas Company owned
by Mr J N Robson opened the Regal Cinema in
Sandford Avenue. This was one of a chain of five
cinemas he owned, the others being at Craven Arms,
Ludlow, Ledbury and Tenbury Wells. Three films
were shown each week at the Regal.
For a number of years, the Regal functioned as a
cinema only but the growing popularity of television
in the 1950s and 1960s resulted in a decline in
cinema going. This meant that other uses for the
cinema had to be found and by the beginning of
1962 the premises were being used as a bingo club on
two days each week.
The cinema soon became uneconomic and closed
in September 1963. The building was demolished
about 1965 and replaced by the present Family
Shopper supermarket building.
Barrie Raynor and Tony Crowe

A 1937 advertisement

Interior, showing the elaborately painted walls and the seating
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WILLOWBATCH

SHROPSHIRE
SWEEP

CARDING MILL VALLEY
A ground floor, centrally
heated one bedroom self
catering apartment, set in
the beautiful surroundings
of Carding Mill Valley
100 yards past the
National Trust Pavilion.

JON PROSSER
Tel: 01785 509333
Mobile: 07946 134783

Please contact Don Rogers
for rates and availability
on 01694 722358 or
donrogers@gmail.com
www.willowbatch.co.uk

Stretton Focus

CHIMNEY SWEEP
AND
VACUUM SERVICE
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Practical, No-nonsense, Planning and Building Advice!
Call for a friendly initial discussion regarding your project
Tel: 01694 720123
mail@strataassociates.co.uk
www.strataassociates.co.uk

HILARY'S CHILDCARE
Church Stretton Nursery,
after school and holiday club,
Children 0 - 12 years. OFSTED
rated good, qualified early
years teacher and forest school.
Call 01694 724270
www.hilaryschildminders.co.uk
14
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A Newcomer’s View
Having visited Church Stretton repeatedly over the past two
years to see my family, I recently took the plunge, moving
here from a large city many miles away.
A very tricky time to move, yes, but how fortunate I’ve
been to be greeted with such friendliness all round, from
buying my flat (thank you Wright’s) to buying my groceries
(thank you to the market and all the local shops).
Also, let me echo Sally Freeman’s remarks (in your
December Issue) in praise of the Park, which I use daily.
A huge congratulations to all involved in the Skatepark
Project.
Last, but not least, a huge thank you to all the
hardworking volunteers at Stretton Focus. Reading it for
the past two years has been a great introduction to the
compassionate, thriving and inspiring community of
Church Stretton!
Name supplied
Air Source Heat Pumps
In reply to the article on heat pumps in last month’s Focus
I would like to point out some issues that might not be
obvious when considering a heat pump installation. We
have not had a happy experience.
Being aware of the looming climate catastrophe we
decided to replace our gas boiler with an air source heat
pump. The company we employed did a thorough survey
and produced a detailed proposal with full calculations and
costings. This looked very professional and comprehensive
so, having accepted the quote, the installation was
completed in April this year.
So far, so good, but we have now experienced our first
hint of cold weather and learned some important lessons.
Some of our rooms are not heated adequately and the
house chills whilst the system is producing hot water. As
two over 70s needing to keep warm in winter we consulted
an independent renewable energy engineer who identified
the following problems:
1. Our radiators are all fed through microbore pipes.
This restricts the flow and, together with the lower water
temperature produced by the heat pump, results in poor
room heating. This is apparently a well-known problem but
was never raised by the supplier. Contrary to the installer’s
assurances we will also need to fit larger radiators.
2. We were not told initially that the heating stops
whilst hot water is being produced.
3. The hot water cylinder should have been replaced
with one designed for a heat pump system. This means
it takes longer than it should to warm the water.
Consequently, the heating is off for longer than it should be.
We feel that we were mis-sold so clearly, we should
have done some serious research before committing to the
project. We also query whether the system in its current
configuration is fit for purpose.
Name supplied
Shopping in Church Stretton
I hope my letter last month inspired everyone to support
our wonderful local shops and market as much as possible
in the present situation and that they will continue to do
so throughout 2021. High streets in cities and towns are
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crashing due to the CV-19 restrictions and every day brings
news of a well-known store closing. We do not want that
to happen here – this is people’s livelihoods at stake. To
retain our vibrant varied shops will also continue to attract
tourists thus adding to our economy. Moreover, on-line
shopping can add to CO2 emissions. And entering a shop
and choosing purchases is one of life’s pleasures.
As to the pavement debate in High Street, I was not
aware that Church Street is being used as a ‘rat run’ and
obviously that is a problem. I am hesitant to be too involved
in this long running debate, but hope the following might
help: ask for speed bumps in Church Street with a strict
speed limit; in High Street retain the wider parking bay
and widen the pavement to be appropriate for wheelchairs,
which anyway makes it a far more pleasant shopping
experience; have a preferential one way system as seen
often with narrow bridges; maybe ban lorries (except the
market lorry) and buses; re-route those via the Co-op; put
a pedestrian crossing from the car-park to the Co-op and
speed bumps.
Thelma Thompson

Church Stretton and District
Gardening Club

I

hope all members have had a happy and peaceful
Christmas. We look forward to 2021 being less
stressful and being able to meet up again for meetings
and garden outings.
Take care and keep safe
Evelyn Dapling

Thank You

Friends of Church Stretton Library – Calendars
t the time of going to press, we had made just over
£1,000 profit from selling our locally made 2021
calendar.
We would like to say a huge thank you to James
Russell at the Outdoor Depot who donated the wonderful
photos which helped make this such a success. We would
also like to thank Marshbrook Print who designed,
printed, and swiftly reprinted the calendar after we sold
out of the first batch. I can always rely on Marshbrook
Print for a brilliant service.
Thank you to Peppers, The Outdoor Depot,
Shropshire Rural Charity, Stretton Print Supplies and
library staff for selling the calendars and a big thank you
to Rob Furlong who cycled around the Strettons delivering
calendars to people who struggled to get into town.
Finally, thank you to everyone who has purchased a
calendar and helped make this a resounding success. We
have struggled to raise funds this year because of the
pandemic so this has been a huge help.
We are now starting work on planning next year’s
calendar.
Sheila Davies (Chair)

A
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Recipe of the month
Undressed samosa lamb (without the pastry)

I

felt it was time for a meaty hit and so I bring you this
flavoursome treat which I’ve adapted from a Tom Kerridge
recipe. He uses pork mince, and it comes in seriously
under-caloried and is really tasty and satisfying. Tom preroasts his mince which he claims intensifies the flavour. It also
enables you to drain off some of the fat before adding it to
your recipe.
I’ve gone for lamb mince here and so have ramped up
the calorie content but with veg and potatoes included and
removal of Tom’s filo pastry it’s a great meal served with just
some green veg. However, I served this up for Mr Heidi with
celeriac chips and felt the two recipes complimented each
other rather well. Celeriac chips
are a fantastic alternative to potato
chips and although it has to be
said that they are chewy rather
than crisp, they do offer some
great benefits including vitamin
K, calcium, zinc, magnesium and
manganese. Ingredients and method
for the celeriac chips are shown in
italics.
Serves 4
Ingredients
500g lamb mince
1 tbsp light olive oil
2 onions – finely chopped
2 cloves garlic – finely chopped
1 chilli (or more to taste) deseeded
if preferred and finely chopped
1 tbsp cumin seeds
½ tsp ground cardamom
2 tbsp curry powder of choice
Sea salt
500ml beef/lamb stock
A few waxy potatoes peeled if liked
and chopped
3-4 handfuls of washed spinach
2-3 handfuls frozen peas
For Celeriac chips
1 celeriac
75g butter
1 tbsp curry powder
½ tsp ground fenugreek, or seeds if you prefer added crunch
½ tsp black mustard seeds
½ tsp black onion seeds

Method
Preheat oven to 180deg fan/gas 4. Line a baking tray with
parchment. Spread mince on tray and cook on top shelf
of oven for 40 minutes breaking it up a couple of times
throughout.
Whilst lamb is cooking prepare celeriac if serving, by removing
skin and chopping into chunky chips, place on a baking tray.
Melt the butter in a small pan and add curry powder and seeds
and heat for about 30 seconds to release their flavour. be careful
not to burn. Pour this mixture over the chips and mix to coat
evenly.
Remove lamb, drain off any fat and
set aside.
Pop chips into oven for about 45-60
minutes while continuing with the
lamb recipe:
Heat oil in large pan and cook
onions over a medium heat for 10
minutes until soft. Add garlic, chilli
and cumin seeds and cook for 4
minutes. Add a splash of water if it
sticks.
Stir in cardamom, curry
powder and salt and cook for 1
minute. Add hot stock, cooked
mince and potatoes and bring to a
good simmer and cook for 30-40
minutes (or until chips are cooked)
and sauce has thickened. I’m
thinking you could also pop this
into the oven at this stage alongside
the chips.
Add spinach to wilt and peas
and heat through thoroughly. This
is happy gently simmering until
needed. Serve with a green veg of
choice.
There being only the two of us we had plenty of leftovers
to which I added some cooked veg and used some of this
mixture to fill circles of puff pastry to make lamb samosa
pasties which went down a treat and we still had some left
to make a small shepherd’s pie with some added canned
chickpeas – comfort food heaven.
Heidi

Trivia Corner No 206
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
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by Ken Willis – Answers on page 58

Who was the first person to reach the South Pole?
Who were the parents of Cain & Abel?
Which French king was known as the Sun King?
Which explorer was Henry Stanley sent to Africa in 1871 to locate?
Who spent his time in Smallville USA?
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ALL PLUMBING JOBS
PLUMBING

CALL PETER FLOYD
(30 YEARS EXPERIENCE)
RELIABLE SERVICE, REASONABLE PRICES

07885 585849

A. S. MORRIS & SON
Sandford Avenue, Church Stretton

FUNERAL DIRECTORS
PRIVATE CHAPEL
Tel: Church Stretton 722876
NIGHT AND DAY

Stretton Focus
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Friends of Church Stretton Library

T

his month we present the final selection of poems
from Joanna Clark’s Poetry Day project. We
begin with Janet Ward’s prescient echo of Thomas
Hardy’s The Darkling Thrush, which she wrote at the start
of January 2020. Then Robin Bywater looks back to the
enduring pleasure of a gift on his seventh birthday and
Catherine Redfern revisits the naughtier aspects of her strict
schooldays. We finish with Joanna’s The Throw which may
encourage cricket fans to look to brighter days ahead and
the return of Test Match Special!
Sheila Davies

January
Around the garden, tangled stems defend
Their space, attesting to a verdant past.
But now the land is monochrome, devoid
Of life, until a sudden wintry blast
Propelled a ruffled goldfinch from a bush
On to a nearby twig. Two hops around
Inside that spiky barricade he found
A wealth of food to warm the winter’s chill.
That glint of gold, his urge to live, will stay
With me throughout the depths of bitter cold
If one so small defies the season’s claw
Then I’ll resist each time dark thoughts take hold.
Janet Ward

Put up your hands
Put up your hands
all you Old Girls of convent schools.
Put up your hands
if, in pastel-paged autograph books,
you have these lines.
Be Lady-like, be Mary-like,
Be Mary-like, be Lady-like.
Yes. Hands down.
Here was the life training
of a Child of Mary.
Be meek, be humble,
be obedient, submissive, uncomplaining.
To demand is unseemly in a woman.

The toolbox
As a child I found toys rather boring
They failed to please very much
They all fell apart quite close to the start
Of their lifetime both brutish and short
When my seventh birthday came then life changed
No toys as such on display
But a stout wooden box with latch and lock
Made by my carpenter friend down the lane
The box held genuine tools
Like the beautiful two foot rule
With brass hinges that folded made it easy to hold it
So useful but aesthetically cool
Steel pliers with a slot in the side
Could snip any wire with ease
A hacksaw was there to cut anywhere
Wood or steel but be careful please
A hammer to hit and some nails to submit
Were among the tools on display
All had their own use, pure function in truth
Better than toys they get used every day
Seventy three years have quickly passed by
Since that birthday so long long ago
Those tools are still there in my workshop somewhere
But to find them is the old problem – I know
Robin Bywater
Or, let us not.
Now I fantasise, of course,
you can all see that.
Let’s rip off these blue-ribboned medals.
Let’s crowd round the boys from St Joseph’s
here for our Corpus Christi procession.
Let us roar:
“What do we want?” “We want sex.”
“When do we want it?” “We want it now!”
Well, we hardly manage that,
but we hover and we look.
Bold Brigid O’Flynn even passes a note.

The Blessed Virgin is watching.
Be worthy of her, be pure,
let her be your model.

But who glides here, black-robed and beaded?
“Girls, hand back your medals.
You have defiled them.
You have shamed Our Blessed Lady.
Join your hands, cast down your eyes
Mary, our refuge and our strength,
pray for us that, shunning all temptation,
we ever seek the virtuous path.

But, what of…? What of sex?
Ssh! A brazen word, a sinful word.
Oh, let us pray.

Brigid O’Flynn,
you will report to Reverend Mother
immediately after Benediction.

18
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The Throw
He stoops, trails fingertips to find
the ball he heard dropped, wet, at his feet;
gathers it, straightens asking: Which
direction? Is over there OK?
and points with the forefinger of the hand
that holds the ball. Yes, that way’s fine.
Suddenly taller, he lifts and twists
at the shoulder, steps into the throw: the fling
of the arm too fast to follow, the ball
released as fast. It slips his fingers,
whizzes through grey, cool air of the emptied
park: from deep mid-wicket, from deep
fine leg, third man, from cover-point,
deep extra cover, long off, long on.
The ball dips out of its flattened parabola,
bounces into the gloves of the keeper/
the hands of the bowler, who feint at the stumps
(the batsmen have grounded their bats). He doesn’t
see them gesture his way, clapping
the throw, or hear the spattered applause
from those still at the boundary, watching.
His labrador fetches the tennis ball back.
Joanna Clark, first published in The Rialto, Summer 2016

More Light, More Light

T

Friends of Church Stretton Library Spring Poetry Event

his is an invitation to write a poem or poems to be
I’ve been looking for published poems which refer in
read aloud (by you the writer or a nominated reader)
some way to ‘Light’ or ‘Thank you’, but haven’t found any
at the next poetry event supported by, and in support
obvious ‘thank you’ poems which can be shared here. Those I
of, Friends of Church Stretton Library. The themes are Light
have spotted in modern anthologies are under copyright. One
and Thank you: to be interpreted as freely as you like.
off-the-cuff example is This is just to say, by William Carlos
In northern latitudes,
Williams, which, for those
the approach of winter tends
using internet, is on the Poetry
Spring Pools
to enhance humans’ dread,
Foundation website. However,
not necessarily of the dark
I hope people enjoy Spring
These pools that, though in forests, still reflect
itself, but of the unknown
Pools by Robert Frost, which I
The total sky almost without defect,
– of what might happen.
understand to be in the public
And like the flowers beside them, chill and shiver,
More light! More light! is
domain.
Will like the flowers beside them soon be gone,
the title of a wartime poem
If you too find a poem
And yet not out by any brook or river,
by Anthony Hecht which
in the public domain with a
But up by roots to bring dark foliage on.
actually considers terribly dark
theme – however loosely linked
examples of human behaviour.
– of ‘Light’ or ‘Thank you’
The trees that have it in their pent-up buds
However, it’s a strong human
to read alongside your own,
To darken nature and be summer woods urge to look for light to wash
that would be wonderful. We
Let them think twice before they use their powers
away darkness. Even as days
expect our live, COVID-safe
To blot out and drink up and sweep away
shorten, changing angles
performance to involve up to
These flowery waters and these watery flowers
of sunlight can illuminate
20 people including readers
From snow that melted only yesterday.
familiar surroundings in fresh
and audience. For reasons
and unexpected ways – and
too frequently mentioned to
Robert Frost
our surroundings here are
mention, we have not fixed a
already pretty breath-taking.
date, but are thinking of an
On recent dark evenings I’ve felt happier when I’ve noticed
evening in late February or early March. Dates and details
fairy lights appearing in neighbours’ windows or strung over
will be advertised vigorously nearer the time. Between now
their garden trees and shrubs. By the time you read this, the
and then: best of luck with your writing! We look forward
Strettons and beyond will have been cheered by lights of
to seeing and hearing it when the evenings will be growing
Christmas and Hanukkah, and the evenings will be – albeit
lighter faster.
Joanna Clark
imperceptibly – lengthening. This leads into the idea of
poems on the second theme of ‘Thank you’.
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Gerry the Guide Dog – Officially Qualified

any of you will
remember dear
Victor, a most
wonderful guide dog and
true friend. He supported me
with joy and honour through
the highs and lows of life for
many years, and bestowed love
on everyone who met him.
After Victor’s sudden
death in 2018, it has been
hard to believe that another
dog might ever come close to
filling his incredible ‘shoes’.
Well, there is a young chap
who is already showing
definite signs of becoming
another very special ‘right
hand man’.
Gerry, who is fox-red,
three-quarters labrador
and one quarter retriever,
arrived in August. Because
of COVID-19 we weren’t
able to go through the usual
residential training course,
so Guide Dogs arranged
for us to have our training
delivered here in Church
Stretton. You may have seen Emma Mellor, a Guide Dog
Mobility Instructor, first of all introducing Gerry to his new
‘patch’, then supervising Gerry and me as we tackled the
complexities of getting around Church Stretton, Shrewsbury
and beyond, without the benefit of sight. The lad and I

are now ‘Qualified’ and,
because we passed our public
transport exam, can travel
anywhere in the world. And
– all being well – we shall do
just that.
Gerry is a kind and gentle
dog who takes his work very
seriously. When it’s time for
him to pin his ears back,
however, please watch out!
He’s already bowled over one
member of our household.
I know that many of you
have contributed time and
money towards Guide Dogs
over the years. Through your
generosity, expert instructors
like Emma, and all the
people involved in breeding,
training, puppy-walking
and boarding, have been
funded and supported. As
a result of those very many
contributions, we now have
an amazing dog who will
make a massive difference to
my autonomy, freedom and
confidence. With Gerry at
my side, the inconvenience of blindness is hugely reduced,
plus – and this is not a minor point – we have in our midst
a wonderful friend and a true gentleman.
Meredith Vivian

A Quaker Voice
Learning fast
ow do you measure how far we have learnt to do
things differently? I was taught that necessity was
the mother of invention. Through necessity we
have recently needed to change fast. There have been so
many things we have not been able to do in the way we have
always done them, so we’ve been inventive. We have needed
to give and receive support, but the ways in which we have
always done that have not been possible. It is not just me
as an individual who has had to learn new things, it is our
whole community.
The Oxford English Dictionary publishes annually a list
of the new words that have entered the language. This year’s
report says, “…what was genuinely unprecedented this year
was the hyper-speed at which the English-speaking world
amassed a new collective vocabulary relating to coronavirus
and how quickly it became, in many instances, a core
part of the language”. I find it reassuring that people can
collectively adapt, change and learn at such speed; although
there are concerns for those parts of our community which

H
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haven’t been able to keep up with the pace of
change.
These changes, forced on us, have led to situations
which would previously have been unimaginable. On one
occasion a Quaker Friend, who was about to speak to a large
online meeting, found that the tree surgeons outside his
window were making such a noise that he would not have
been heard. He got in his car, drove up the road and gave
his address from the passenger seat.
How we live out our faith also needs to change and
adapt fast; change is not what faith groups, including my
own, are best known for. Quakers can get stuck in the mud
of tradition, although one of our favourite phrases is ‘Live
adventurously’. We have to learn new ways of doing things
if we are not to be one of those parts of the community that
has not been able to keep up. As the immediate emergency
perhaps begins to ebb away, will we remember that we can
adapt and change? Or will we get stuck once more into
‘This is how we have always done things’?
Lesley Richards
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LEE BROWN PLUMBING AND HEATING
GAS, NATURAL AND LPG, DOMESTIC AND COMMERCIAL CATERING ENGINEERS

GAS AND BOILER SERVICING, INSTALLATIONS AND BREAKDOWNS
COOKERS AND FIRES
GAS SAFETY CERTIFICATES
LANDLORD SAFETY CERTIFICATES
SMALL PLUMBING WORK ALWAYS UNDERTAKEN
UNVENTED CYLINDERS, POWER FLUSHING
ENERGY EFFICIENCY AND
WATER REGULATIONS
TEL: 01694 724429
MOBILE: (DAYTIME): 07870 754201
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Save Our Curlews

S

trettons Area Community Wildlife Group (SACWG)
and the Church Stretton Branch of Shropshire
Ornithological Society (SOS) have been monitoring
local Curlews (Numenius arquata) since 2017. In 2020, 30
local people sent in records obtained while out exercising, or
after the restrictions were lifted, and our coverage was not
much poorer than in previous years. All except one known
territory was covered, and we found 7-9 pairs, a similar
result to previous years. However, we think that at least one
pair has disappeared since we started, only four years ago.
In Shropshire as a whole, the population has declined by
about 10% in the last 10 years, and by 80% since 1990. At
the current rate, numbers will halve in about 12 years, and
be virtually extinct in 25 years. There is a real danger that
we will lose these iconic birds forever, unless we can find
out why they are disappearing, and take action to halt and
reverse the decline. Remind yourself of what we might lose,
by listening to the Curlew’s evocative and mournful song on
www.british-birdsongs.uk/curlew/?type1585
SOS has been carrying out research with other
Community Wildlife Groups to find nests, put an electric
fence around them to protect the eggs from predators, and
then fix radio-tags to the chicks and track them to see how
they use the landscape, and what happens to them. Not
enough young birds fledge to replace the older birds dying
off. We need to know why.

Curlew. Photo: Gareth Thomas
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This innovative research will be
extended to the Strettons area in 2021,
with landowners’ help. It is expensive,
but we have a grant towards costs from
the National Trust’s Stepping Stones project,
which has benefited from support received
from players of People’s Postcode Lottery.
More funds are needed, and an Appeal is
being sent to all our members and supporters,
and we would be very grateful for support
from Focus readers too. You can find more
information, including details of how to make
donations and where to send them, on our website: www.
shropscwgs.org.uk/strettons-area-wildlife-group/
or contact Leo Smith (01694 720296, leo@leosmith.org.uk).
In 2021 we will be asking Focus readers to continue
their valuable help with the survey, or send in Curlew
records, to help us to find all the pairs that return in the
spring. Thank you.
Leo Smith (SACWG Curlew Project Leader)
Unravelling the A49 Otter Mystery!
Please note that this article is not a SACWG project but
submitted as general local interest.
At 6:45am on 2nd November 2018 (a cold winter’s
morning) Martin Watkins was driving from All Stretton to
Leebotwood. Close to Heather Brae he spotted the remains
of a small animal on the roadside. On close examination
it turned out to be an otter (Lutra lutra) and close by the
body was a radio collar. Martin collected both body and
collar and contacted The Otter Trust, thinking he would
hear no more. Sometime later he was contacted by Cardiff
University who asked for photos of the otter. Once they
had received those and details of the radio collar, they asked
to collect the body for post-mortem. The otter was almost
unmarked and cold weather had preserved its condition.
The collar and satellite tracking revealed that the
otter was born near Hereford, was three years old and
was pregnant, probably with her first litter. Her last meal
consisted of crayfish and Blue Trout – the latter an alien
species only stocked at a nearby fishing pool near the
Lawley. She had been killed the night before and the
motorists involved had seen a second otter at the site.
Data recovered suggested that Martini (Cardiff University
named it after Martin) was on her way to Cound Brook
and then to the Severn and River Vyrnwy, which is an otter
stronghold.
Otters (which are slowly recovering in numbers) are
sometimes encountered on the roads as they prefer to avoid
torrential parts of waterways and take detours when sadly
they become road casualties. There is a move to get tunnels
dug at these known crossing sites and warning signs put
up for drivers. Any sightings of otters are of interest and
can be reported locally to Shropshire Mammal Group:
(shropshiremammalgroup@gmail.com) or to the People’s
Trust for Endangered Species enquiries@ptes.org
Thank you.
Steve Butler (SACWG, Chairman)
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The Royal Oak is an ancient free house in a beautiful conservation
village, nestling at the foot of idyllic South Shropshire Hills. We serve
quality, homemade food lunch time and evening Tuesday to Sunday.
Five miles from Church Stretton – closer if you walk! Dog friendly.

01694 771266

www.at-the-oak.com

van

doesburg’s

gourmet food shop
ready meals delicatessen salads p tisserie
charcuterie cheeses sandwiches
wines spirits

0 6

SELF STORAGE CONTAINERS
INDUSTRIAL & DOMESTIC USE
SUITABLE FOR VEHICLES,
BUILDING EQUIPMENT, FURNITURE,
GARDEN EQUIPMENT, WORKSHOP, ETC.
GOOD, DRY CONTAINERS
20 AND 40 FEET LENGTHS AVAILABLE
IN A SECURE YARD WITH 24 HOUR ACCESS
HGV PARKING ALSO AVAILABLE
CCTV INSTALLED
TEL: 01694 724880 MOB: 07979 817554
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High Street, Church Stretton
Monday - Saturday 00 - 00
2286
www vandoesburgs co uk

Berry’s
17 High Street
Church Stretton
01694 724452
www.berryscoffeehouse.co.uk
Everything is home-made: breakfasts, hot
and cold meals, snacks, cream teas, cakes,
children's menu.
Courtyard, fully licensed: Private room for
up to 12 people by prior arrangement.
Open every day from 9 am to 5 pm
Trip Advisor Certificate of Excellence 2019
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T

he story of the formation of the Church Stretton
Valley is a complicated one covering many millions
of years of earth history. It is a topic which has
never been studied in detail by geologists and it would be a
good idea if a budding PhD student were to investigate the
topic. This account includes a number of technical terms
which are necessary to explain all the various episodes of the
formation of the valley.
The first 500 million years
In an earlier article for Focus, I talked about the formation
of the Church Stretton Fault. Its first very active period was
during the late Precambrian to Ordovician period, 600 to
450 million years ago. During that period, most movements
on the fault were sideways (lateral) rather than vertical.
It then became a line of weak weakness in the crust from
about 550 million years ago, along which the valley would
form. At that time southern Britain lay near to the Antarctic
Circle and during the next 500 million years plate tectonics
forces moved it 12000 km across the equator to its present
latitudes.
The area was uplifted at the end of the Ordovician
period around 450 million years ago, and then erosion
caused a valley to form between the Longmynd and Stretton
Hills areas along the line of weakness formed by the main
Church Stretton Fault. These areas would not look like the
hills we see today but simply uplifted areas of old rocks. The
actual shapes of the hills would not form until much later
starting about 30 million years ago.
So the first valley was formed around 450 million
years ago and from then on for millions of years the area
was alternately land or under the sea, until about 50
million years ago. During this vast interval of time one
important land feature in the area was formed during the
late Carboniferous period about 300 million years ago.
This was the formation of the Longmynd plateau, and in
particular a flat erosion surface which is nowadays inclined
gently north eastwards disappearing under the Shropshire
Plain near Leebotwood. The erosion surface is not visible
in the Caradoc area. If you stand on the road near to Jinlye
you can see this flat inclined surface on the Longmynd
all around you gently sloping north east. At the time that
this erosion surface, called a peneplain, was being formed,
sediments with coal seams were accumulating in the area
and these were mined around Leebotwood until the 1930s.
During the following 250 million years the area
varied between being covered by hot Sahara type deserts,
shallow seas, and low-lying continental areas. It is probable
that during the Jurassic period dinosaurs roamed over
Shropshire, but the rocks which would have contained their
fossilised remains have since been eroded away.
It is quite likely that, prior to 180 million years ago,
the Longmynd area was higher than areas to the east of the
Church Stretton Fault, and then at a later date probably in
the Jurassic to Tertiary period, 150 to 30 million years ago,
there was an enormous downward movement of 1000m
on the western side of the main Church Stretton Fault.This
movement brought rocks similar to those on Wenlock Edge
right down into the floor of the Church Stretton Valley seen
today on the western flanks of Caer Caradoc.
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The Formation of the
This is now the time to debunk the myth that the
Church Stretton Valley is a rift valley. Rift valleys are formed
when the Earth’s crust is pushed down between two parallel
faults. Good examples are the Rhine Valley in Germany,
and the East African Rift Valley. In Britain the best example
of a big rift valley is the Midland Valley of Scotland, where
the crust here has been pushed down between a major
fault bounding the Highlands to the north, and another
fault bounding the Southern Uplands to the south. In
the Church Stretton Valley there is only one major fault
(although it has a number of branches) ,and the crust has
been pushed down on its western side.

Church Stretton valley from north showing deeply incised
Longmynd plateau, and valley floor covered in glacial deposits
The hills started to emerge around 30 million years ago
We now come to the start of a very important period in
the formation of the landscapes of the British Isles. About
65 million years ago the north Atlantic started to form, as
in plate tectonic terms. North America started to separate
from Europe. As the split between the two continents
commenced, forming the mid-Atlantic Ridge, the areas on
either side were uplifted, including the British Isles, which
assumed a tilt from northwest to southeast. Erosion on
this uplifted area produced in general terms the highland
areas of northwest Britain and the lowlands of the southeast. In the Church Stretton area erosion exposed the older
landscapes of the Longmynd and Caradoc areas underneath
younger rocks which were stripped away. Erosion in what
is called the Tertiary period probably exposed the present
day landscapes as broadly rounded hills around 30 million
years ago, with a shallow valley between the Longmynd
and Caradoc range. Water erosion deepened the Church
Stretton Valley, and also produced shallow valleys on the
side of the Longmynd plateau, but not with the very steep
profiles we see today.
Erosion of this type carried on for around 28 million
years, until the start of the Ice Age about 2 million years
ago. So just before the start of the Ice Age the main valley
probably had the width that it has today with shallow
valleys flowing into it from the Longmynd.
The Ice Age
During the Ice Age which started in the northern
hemisphere about 2.5 million years ago, there were
numerous advances of ice sheets from the north, interspersed
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Church Stretton Valley
with warmer interglacials. On land in Britain we recognise
only three major glacial episodes, but as each ice sheet
tends to destroy the evidence of pre-existing advances, the
best evidence is from the last advance of the ice, which we
call the Devensian which started about 120,000 years ago,
and finished as recently as only 10,000 years ago. A major
advantage of ice starting about 70,000 years ago brought
ice sheets from the Irish Sea and Scottish areas, and the
Welsh mountains, into the Shropshire area. The maximum
extent of ice occurred around 20,000 to 18,000 years ago,
The main ice sheet moved south over the Shropshire Plain
passing into the Church Stretton Valley around 30,000
years ago. and reaching as far south as Marshbrook. The
ice was probably about 100m thick on the northern edge
of the Longmynd and then thinned southwards towards
its southern limit at Marshbrook. The ice didn’t cover the
highest part of the Longmynd and Caradoc area. These areas
stood out as peaks above the ice. The evidence for this is
that the ice sheets brought with them boulders which had
originated in the Lake District and Scotland. These boulders
are called glacial erratics and many of these can be matched
with granite areas in the Lake District and Scotland. A wellknown glacial boulder occurs near Jinlye on the northern
Longmynd at a height of 310m above sea level, and we can
therefore assume that this is about as high as the ice reached,
as no boulders are found at higher levels.

the Lake District and Scotland. Most of the erosion in the
valley was caused by meltwater from the ice sheet flowing
under the ice, and not by the erosive power of the ice itself,
although there is some evidence in the Little Stretton area
of ice erosion of the pre-glacial valley. As with any modern
valley glacier there was a lot of water flowing along the base
of the ice sheet and this eroded the valley to a new lower
level 30m to 60m deeper than its present levels. The ice
sheet brought down a great deal of sand and gravel derived
from areas further north, and also left behind areas of clay,
called boulder clay or more correctly till. Boulder clay, is
so named because it contains well rounded and polished
rounded glacial erratic boulders. These were derived from
further north and the grinding action of the ice as moved
over the land surface produced very fine clay in which the
boulders were contained. Boulder clay is blue grey when
fresh but weathers orange. It’s very sticky – a gardener’s
nightmare! Since the ice melted around 15,000 years ago
sands and gravels eroded from the local hills, as well as
glacial sands and gravels and boulder clay, have built the
valley floor up to its present level. These deposits are up
to 40m thick in the Church Stretton Valley overlying
solid bedrock. Between Church Stretton and All Stretton
large areas of boulder clay forming boggy ground have
been moulded into undulating landforms which may be
drumlins. These are elongated hillocks produced by and
moulded by the passage of ice. They have the shape of half
an egg with the blunt end towards the ice flow.
During the presence of the ice sheet in the Church
Stretton valley a number of distinct landforms were
produced which are quite obvious today.
During the maximum extent of the ice there would’ve
been large areas of ice covering the top of the Longmynd.
On slopes facing north-east the ice picked away the hillsides
to form early stage semi-circular cirques (called corries in
Scotland and cwms in Wales) with steep back walls – a good
example of this is on the north east side of Grindle Hill
above Ashes Hollow.

Glacial granite erratic from Scotland. Jinlye, north Longmynd
Granite boulders are also found on the slopes of Caer
Caradoc up to this height. Around Church Stretton itself the
ice reached as high as the top of Sandford Ave, and spread up
Cardingmill Valley to a height of around 250m. There are no
areas of granite in Shropshire and so we have to assume that
any granite boulders found in the county must of originated
from areas to the north. Scottish and Lake District granites
all have a unique mineral content and it is easy to match
Shropshire examples with these.
The ice sheet in Church Stretton Valley was very slow
moving and it did not have the erosive power of valley
glaciers of northern Britain which produced the wonderful
glacial scenery, including U-shaped valleys, in North Wales
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Early stage formation of corrie/cirque on Grindle Hill above Ashes
Hollow. Arête starting to form on right.
Continued overleaf...
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The Formation of the Church Stretton Valley - concluded
There are a number of truncated spurs on the eastern
Longmynd where slopes have been cut off with an even
steeper slope down into the main valley. Good examples can
be seen at the end of Stanyeld above the golf club house,
and on the eastern side of Ashlet ridge and Novers Hill. I
don’t think these are caused by glacial erosion but probably
by water erosion during the early stage of the valley
formation in the Tertiary period.
As the ice level started to fall water flowed along the edge
of the ice sheet in a north south direction forming quite deep
channels, up to 20m deep called glacial overflow channels.
The retreat of the ice was rather erratic so these channels
occur at various levels marking retreat stages. These now are
dry valleys and a number indicating falling levels of the ice
can be seen in the northern Longmynd below Jinlye. Perhaps
the most spectacular of these forms Cwmdale, and another
forms the first fairway of Church Stretton golf course.
During the 20,000 years when ice occupied the Church
Stretton Valley, water flowing underneath the ice sheet
eroded the valley to a deeper level than it is today, probably
30m to 60m lower than today. The gentle level of the preglacial old valley floor is well seen in the slopes above and
west of Little Stretton. The flat top of Brockhurst Hill is
also a remnant of the old pre-glacial valley bottom, as is the
small area on which the Longmynd hotel sits.
When all the ice finally melted, the valleys on the side of
the Longmynd had to flow down to a new lower level. The
streams running off the hillsides became much faster and
this combined with a tundra climate, produced unstable
valley sides, resulted in rapidly eroded deep narrow valleys.
This process formed the famous batches on the side of the
Longmynd which became much deeper and also produced
a landscape of interlocking spurs, so characteristic of upland
young fast-flowing streams.

Batch Valley showing interlocking spurs of a young valley cut deep
into the Longmynd plateau. Valley in foreground is the large glacial
overflow channel forming Cwmdale
As the batches were cutting down to the new lower level
of the main valley, they were also eroding back into the
Longmynd itself. Where the steeper profile of the new valley
meets the older more gentle profile of the pre-glacial valley,
the change of slope is often marked by a waterfall. These
places where the two stream profiles meet are called Knick
Points. Good examples occur at the Lightspout waterfall
which separates a gentler valley above from the new steeper
valley profile below.

26

Church Stretton valley from the south above Smallbatch. Gentle slope
in middle is the old pre-glacial valley floor which has been deeply cut
into by Smallbatch (foreground) and Ashes Hollow (just beyond trees
in mid distance)
A similar situation can be seen in Ashes Hollow where the
gorge and small waterfall halfway up, separates a lower part
of the valley with a steeper profile valley from a very gentle
profile valley above. The lower part of Ashes Hollow and Small
Batch have cut down about 60m into the old pre-glacial valley
bottom and this can be clearly seen if you climb up the path
from Little Stretton to Barristers Plain, and look north.
The final stages of ice retreat saw the formation of large
areas of sand and gravel which were washed out of the batches
by the rapidly flowing streams. Many of these gravel areas have
gentle conical profiles and are referred to as alluvial cones.
When you drive up the main street of Church Stretton you
are driving up the gentle slope of one of these alluvial cones.
Amongst the areas of sand and gravel are areas of boulders clay
left behind by the ice sheets.
At around 16,000 years ago year melt waters from
the ice sheet were blocked off by sands and gravel around
Little Stretton. A large lake built up south and north east of
Brockhurst, and the flat boggy and peaty bottom of this silted
up lake is now quite visible in that area. The area still regularly
floods and includes the Wetlands Nature Reserve, and Cudwell
Meadow. This lake eventually overflowed westwards around the
slopes of the Longmynd cutting off Brockhurst from the main
Longmynd, and today the main stream flows along Ludlow
Road.
On the east side of the Church Stretton Valley there are
few glacial landforms, but large areas of boulder clay plaster
the hillsides, and this suggests that ice reached up as high as
250m. Granite erratics have been found in boulder clay in
Clive Avenue as high as 220m above sea level.The narrow ridge
of volcanic rocks forming the hills on the east side of the valley
has no major streams flowing off it into the valley, and there
is little evidence of the pre-glacial valley floor or any glacial
overflow channels.
So, this concludes a general review of the formation and
history of the Church Stretton Valley up to the end of the
Ice Age. It’s a very complicated story which deserves further
investigation.
As a final thought, mammoths would have migrated up this
valley at the end of the Ice Age around 14,000 years ago, and
members of one group met their death around Condover where
they got stuck in shallow boggy lakes. If you were sitting on the
top of Caradoc at this time you would have seen herds of the
animals moving up the valley.
Peter Toghill
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Netley Boarding
Kennels & Cattery
at Dorrington
Open all year, vaccinated pets only
Heated kennels with outside runs
Friendly Family run business
Inspections welcomed
Collection and delivery service available

Opening Hours:
Mon-Fri 9-10 am & 4-5 pm
Sat-Sun 9-10 am

Den & Barb Oakley

Tel: 01743 718264 Mobile: 07803 240207
Stretton Focus

January 2021

27

Rotary Club News
HAPPY NEW YEAR TO EVERYONE
espite the difficulties we all faced in 2020 Church
Stretton Rotary continued to support many of our local
charities thanks to the generosity of our supporters as
without them it would have been impossible. Unbelievably we
were able to donate slightly more money to charities than the
previous year. The list of charities we supported is too long to
mention here but includes Hope House Children’s Hospices,
Air Ambulance, Lingen Davies, Mayfair Community Centre,
End Polio Now and Severn Hospice.
Normally Rotary would be inviting people to a variety
of fund-raising events but this year that was not possible
due to the pandemic and government regulations. However,
not to be defeated, we managed to raise money in a variety
of ways that includes bike rides, quizzes and a Virtual Wine
Tasting that raised £500 for just one charity.
Our number one priority is to increase our membership
and address the gender imbalance and we have recruited
six new members in the last six months – three ladies and
three men. We know that every new member changes us a
little bit and they are encouraged to do so as they bring new
perspectives and experiences.
We introduced Associate Membership that enables
potential new members to participate in activities and
meetings before becoming a full member. This has proved
to be successful and costs only £25 for the year.
Membership is open to all over 18 years old as age is just
a number, a can-do attitude is far more important. You can
be assured of a very warm welcome so why not give us a try?
If you are interested in actively supporting our local
community feel free to contact me
dereksmith42@hotmail.com or phone 01694 723189
and you can visit www.rotarygbi.org.

D

W

URC Voice

ho would have predicted a year ago that a
situation would develop where deaths due to a
pandemic have reached tens of thousands, and
that this would be wearily accepted by the population as the
infection has spread? Our leaders have unsurprisingly been
found wanting, groping for a coherent policy, presented
with figures each day which too often show bad news
rather than good. Expert advice has also on some occasions
been inconsistent or contradictory. It is not surprising in
a situation where the behaviour of the virus is not well
understood. and treatments are few, although vaccines are
promising.
We are faced by a pandemic with much in common
with the Spanish flu, which caused millions of casualties in
the years after the First World War. Previous centuries had
few options other than prayer. Prayer remains important
and offers comfort and hope, both in short supply.
Churches are almost devoid of congregation on a Sunday
morning as the people shelter from exposure to the virus,
either on advice or in self defence. How many of the
congregation will return to the Sunday morning service after
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the inhibiting effects of age, fear of virus and
lapsed habit? Perhaps rather few. But church and
congregation need one another, particularly in
times of stress like the present.
The Two Metre Gap
We are told to keep our distance with a clear two metre gap;
It makes good sense to try to hold viral infection back.
As they count the sheeted bodies
in an overcrowded morgue.
The aim – to stop infection spread
and raise hopes of better days ahead.
But some reject the rules as if to them they won’t apply:
“What me? You’re joking! I can’t chat with my friends with a
two metre gap in the way”
But you can’t chat to them either in body bags some day.
Robin Bywater
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PETER TIPS TIPPER LTD
HAVE YOUR GARDEN AND D.I.Y. REFUSE LOADED AND
REMOVED

Hedge cutting, tree felling, fencing repaired and erected
Small loads of sand, coloured gravel, soil and bark mulch
Raised beds, demolition work. House clearance
TO DISCUSS YOUR SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS AND FOR
PERSONAL SERVICE GIVE ME A RING

01694 771461
email petertipton52@gmail.com

Fitted itchens Renovations Home Extensions
Roofing urpose-made oinery

Stretton Focus
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Church Stretton
Friendship throughout the Ages

F

riend: a person as to
whom you have a bond
of mutual affection,
typically one exclusive of family
relationships (Oxford English
Dictionary).
Who do you think of when
you read this definition? One of
your close friends most likely.
Perhaps someone you’ve met
recently, maybe a work colleague,
or someone you’ve known and
loved for years. But where
exactly did this idea of friends and friendship come from?
Throughout human history, the term ‘friendship’ has
taken on many different meanings, regularly changing its
connotation as humans developed and life evolved into the

fast-paced environment which we live in today.
In the time of Greek philosopher Aristotle, friendships
were believed to fall into three distinct categories, two of
which were ‘accidental’ friendships built on mutual benefit and
could be compared to the likes of ‘acquaintances’ in today’s
society. Aristotle believed that only the friendships which were
built on shared values continued to thrive for many years.
Some 800 years later, in the Middle Ages, religious
beliefs started to play a massive role in how people defined
a ‘good friend’ – friendships which were ‘close’ or ‘too
firm’ were often associated with danger, leading to people
retreating from deep friendships, ultimately causing
alienation and loneliness for many.
The time leading up to the 20th century broke the rules
of friendships as they were previously known, friends no
longer needed to be in the same social class – a monumental
change which played a huge part in the evolution of

A World without Music
I am in Year 11 and enjoy
sciences, languages and history.
Outside of school, I love reading,
baking and travelling. One day,
I’d like to write a series of novels
and I am aiming for a career in
Law in the future. I find writing
this a great opportunity to make
a contribution to this community
and I am delighted that young
peoples’ voices can be heard in the
Stretton Focus.

E

verybody has a memory related to music in one
way or another, whether that be singing a song
with loved ones at a cheesy karaoke night or on a
tedious car journey, or singing it with your favourite band
live, in a jam-packed arena. These memories are why it is

so important to support the music industry during these
devastating times.
We only got to see a few artists tour at the start of the
year before the coronavirus spread like wildfire and caused
concerts to be postponed, moved to other dates, or even
worse, cancelled. Music is such a big part of our everyday
lives. We listen to it on the radio, whilst we are doing
our shopping, to relax ourselves. Most scenarios you can
imagine involve some form of music. So let’s imagine a
world without it.
The X-Factor is a show loved by all throughout the
UK and its main goal is to bring new musicians into this
world of ours. What would you watch with your family on
a Thursday night if that show didn’t exist? Picture yourself
on a night out with some friends, or watching a film at
the cinema and neither of those two things consist of any
music, just pure silence. All you can hear are the words
falling from peoples mouths. How uncomfortable does

‘The Forgotten War’
I am a year eleven student
and thoroughly love travelling
and have had the opportunity
to live in Korea, I also have a
huge interest in sports and love
to binge-watch crime shows. I
would like to pursue a career in
journalism and have the chance
to voice my opinions and spread
awareness of world problems.

I

t has been five years since the Saudi-led coalition
launched its first attack on the Houthis, five years since
the people of Yemen have been able to experience peace.
Reporter Krishnan Guru-Murthy, a man who visited Yemen
in the depths of its war, describes Yemen as “quite simply
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the most distressing place I’ve ever been.” Yemen a country
which is experiencing one of the largest humanitarian crisis
in the world is often overshadowed by the attention that has
been focused on Syria and recently the coronavirus which
sadly is why it is often labelled as ‘the forgotten war’.
The war has been merciless on Yemen’s population of
30 million, many without homes, food and in desperate
need of medical care. It has been brought to the media’s
attention that 80 percent of the population requires
humanitarian assistance with over half on the brink of
starvation. Two in three Yemenites have no idea where their
next meal will come from and 16 million are in desperate
need of basic health care and access to safe drinking water.
Leila, an 18-month-year-old baby, suffers from severe
acute malnutrition – the deadliest form of extreme hunger.
Her mother Rayah battled with the idea of bringing Leila to
hospital, as taking her would mean no food for her family
back home. Rayah has been skipping meals and starving
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Student Journalists
friendships towards those we know today. During the 20th
century, people started to regularly face problems as life
became more challenging, leading to the realisation that
having a confidante and support network when things got
tough could really lighten the load.
Today, in the modern age of technology, close friends
seem to be akin to family, potentially creating a hierarchy
within groups as to who is the ‘most valued’. Since the
development of the internet, along with popular social
media apps such as Instagram and Facebook, scope
is often created for virtual friendships - often formed
between complete strangers from different countries and
perhaps could be seen, depending on your views, as ‘fake’
friendships. The invention of social media platforms can
often cause the creation of ‘fake images’ of what friendship
truly is, creating a set of rules which must be conformed
too in order to be ‘popular’, something which many young

people strive for, and feel like failures if this is not achieved.
From a young age, we are used to being constantly
surrounded by our friends, however, as we transition into
adulthood, our lives are likely to become busier and busier,
consequently leaving less time available for spontaneity
– all of our efforts often get geared towards work’s latest
project or that assignment that desperately needs handing
in tomorrow. But friendships shouldn’t be neglected as
they provide company, someone to lean on when times get
tough, or to have a good laugh with at the latest crazy cat
video on Facebook.
And in these current, crazy times, I think we’ve all
realised the vast importance of friendship for ourselves – so
go out and tell your friends you love them, if there’s anything
2020 has taught us, it’s that life is precious, and human
connection is essential to our happiness and well-being.
Lucy Poole

that sound? A world without music is a world that’s not as
worthy to live in.
On 13th October, the government released an advert
saying that ‘Fatima’s next job could be in cyber’, causing
outrage everywhere, in the music industry especially. Some
people fail to realise that as well as music being a main part
of our day to day lives, it’s also a form of therapy. Its proven
that 63% of people feel sad after listening to music that
made them cry, and however bad these statistics may sound,
it’s amazing how a simple song can allow people’s emotions
to pour out like this, it doesn’t matter if you’re sad, angry or
happy, there’s a song for every occasion meaning whatever
struggle you’re going through, or if you really are just feeling
on top of the world, music is always by your side when
nothing or nobody else is.
The music industry has struggled so much during the
global pandemic and is still deep in grief over the thousands
of tour cancellations. With the prospect that 2021 will be

the year all musicians get themselves back on track there’s
still a spectre above us all that 2020 will repeat itself and
send the industry into a deeper abyss than it’s already in. So
please, if you’re thinking of buying that vinyl, or purchasing
that album… do it, do it and support your favourite people
and help them through this pandemic like we’ve helped one
another, as we wouldn’t be anywhere without musicians.
So resorting back to my original point: imagine a world
without music. Think of how many jobs would be lost.
Imagine a world where concerts don’t exist and you can’t
allow yourself to let free for a night with your favourite
band surrounded by people who share the same passion
as you. Imagine a world where you don’t connect with
random strangers purely because you share the same taste
in music. Imagine a world where your mood doesn’t have
a soundtrack to go along with it. Can you imagine a world
like that?
Georgia Davies

herself just to give her baby a chance to eat and has become
greatly malnourished herself. However, what broke her
heart the most and the hearts of many other mothers was
the fact that the war had ‘robbed them of the ability to care
for their own children’. Thankfully due to generous charities
such as Save the Children, Leila was given the needed
medication. Unfortunately, this story is too common for
the people of Yemen and not all can be saved.
The ongoing conflict is so great with so many people
involved that many have argued that the idea of a unified
Yemen is fiction. This will be devastating for the children
of Yemen with two million children under the age of five
suffering from acute malnutrition and 400,000 on the verge
of death. The death of children is many, however, to make
things worse seven million children are out of school with no
education. This will mean many will end up with no future
and no way to provide for themselves in an environment
where money is already extremely difficult to come by.

Not only has the war taken a toll on the people, the
same pandemic that has affected us all in many ways has
entered Yemen increasing the rates of deaths and the lack of
medical care available. The shortage of food has made the
entire population deprived and their immune systems are
weaker than ever, so a virus such as Covid will easily be able
to take over the poor country and many will be held victim
to it. Many medics that have been sent out to help have
already been killed by the virus and the need for essential
medical equipment is far too great.
As the conflict of the nations involved in the war of
Yemen grows, the humanitarian crisis in Yemen will only
increase. By doing what we can do to help out whether
giving a simple donation or by educating the people around
us to make it no longer a forgotten war, will help spread
awareness and in turn hopefully increase the chances of the
children one day be able to see a peaceful day in Yemen.
Katie Howard
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Shropshire Hills Young Rangers – Starting Soon!

A

re you, or do you
know, a young
person aged 12-16
who is interested in the
environment and would like
to do practical conservation
tasks outdoors, learn some
new skills and make new
likeminded friends? Are you
aged 15-18 and interested in
a career in the environment
but need some relevant
experience?
The Shropshire Hills
AONB Partnership and
South Shropshire Youth
Forum are jointly delivering
the Shropshire Hills Young
Rangers project for young
people throughout South
Shropshire. Four new
groups will be running from
the end of this year in the
Bishops Castle/Clun,
Craven Arms/Church Stretton,
Pontesbury/Stiperstones
and Clee Hill areas. But

young people are welcome
to join from anywhere in
south Shropshire. Practical
site-based sessions will run
out of school at weekends or
in the holidays, with some
weekend courses such as
hedge laying/coppicing and
occasional longer projects
such as building a boardwalk
or restoring a footpath.
If you are aged 15-18
you might be interested in
our Leadership Working
Group which will sit
alongside the Shropshire
Hills AONB Partnership
and have a role in
developing and influencing
the work of the Partnership
– we’re looking for young
people who are passionate
about this local area and
want to help protect and
enhance its natural beauty
and special landscape.

Interested? Please email Joy Howells at joy.howells@shropshire.gov.uk for groups in Bishops Castle/
Clun, Pontesbury/Stiperstones areas and for the Leadership Group, and
Rich Morley at richssyf@yahoo.com for groups in Clee Hill and Craven Arms/Church Stretton areas.
More info at shropshirehillsaonb.co.uk/our-work/projects/working-with-young-people
Project funded by the National Lottery Heritage Fund.

2020

was a year that stretched everyone’s resilience and endurance to
the limit. Though we now hope for better things, it is going to
take time to re-build, and the economic and social landscape of
our community may be quite different in future years.
In our work on the CLP Steering Group, we have constantly in our minds the
need both to conserve the best of what we enjoy here in the Strettons as well as to
seek improvements which will help us remain a sustainable and thriving community.
That challenge is now significantly greater. There has, too, been an inevitable delay
in the work of the Group, and we accept that we will have to re-visit some of our earlier work, in order to bring things up to
date.
Despite everything, working groups have now reported on the Environment and the Town Centre, to add to the report
on Transport from earlier this year and the consultation with local businesses. Groups are continuing to work on Health
and Social Care, Housing, Community Facilities, and the Arts. Recovery from Covid and financial considerations hover
continuously in the background.
Our website (www.clpstrettons.org.uk) has been updated and now has draft reports, as well as the latest consultation on
Health and Social Care. We will add to the website as the Group’s work continues, so that the community can keep in touch
with our progress. We look forward to being able to conduct face to face consultations in the not too distant future.
As Chair, I would like to pay tribute to the members of the Steering Group for sticking with our work over these testing
months. We hope to increase the pace as restrictions eventually ease, and look forward to producing a Plan that the whole
community can be proud of.
David Howard, Chair, CLP Steering Group
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A. Morgan Builders
Local family business
For all your maintenance needs.
Extensions, alterations, roofing.
UPVC windows, doors & conservatories.
Garden walls and paving.
No job too small or large
Tel: 01694 751774 07930 332131
Locally based
Plumber and Builder
General maintenance work
25+ years experience
Saniflo Engineer (separate
rates apply)
No job too small
£25.00 first hour/part
£20.00 per hour thereafter
Can price by job if over 1 day

Call GARY PARIS
01584 861844
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Local Groundworkers with over 25 years experience
✔ Extensions,
Drainage works, Landscaping
and Specialist Jobs
✔ Routine
Foundations, Retainer walls, Complex projects
Tel: 01694 722121 www.farmersplantservices.co.uk
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JOHN HAMMOND
Building and Carpentry
Carpentry • Bathrooms
Interior Tiling • Kitchens
General Repairs and Maintenance
for Home and Garden
For a free Fixed Price Quotation,
call

01694 724060
07815 130793
WYNSTONE, CUNNERY ROAD,
CHURCH STRETTON,
SHROPSHIRE SY6 6AF

Paul Tinsley Builder
No job too big, fast response, highest standards
Specialist in extensions, alterations, porches,
patios and fencing etc.
01694 781371 or mobile 07929 232999

PAUL FORRESTER
Quality Carpentry & Joinery
COVERING A RANGE OF SERVICES SPECIALISING IN:

Doors ~ Skirting & Architrave ~ Flooring
Kitchens ~ Bedrooms ~ Bathrooms ~ Tiling
Lofts ~ Painting/Decorating ~ Storage Solutions
Work Stations ~ Sheds and Workshops
Gardens & Paving ~ Decking & Pergolas
For a Professional, Friendly and Enthusiastic Response
Call 07795 170938
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Church Stretton Library Update
Happy New Year from all the Staff at Church Stretton Library!

I

t’s great to be back up and running after the second
lockdown and the Christmas break. The library opens
on Tuesday 5th January at 10am.
A massive thank you to everyone last year who
supported the library, helped with volunteering and visited
us or helped other customers who couldn’t make it during
the pandemic. Another big thank you to the Friends of
Church Stretton Library for carrying on with fund raising
and helping out. We really appreciate all of the help and
support we receive and look forward to opening our doors
during the coming year and welcoming back events and
activities. Please keep an eye open for any changes to
opening times.
Well done to everyone who entered the Harry Potter
Quiz we held during November. We had some excellent
answers and we would love you to come and see our Harry
Potter display. Congratulations to Isobel Lowe for winning
the £5 book voucher.
Another well done to St. Lawrence Junior School
for entering the “What book would your class like
for Christmas.” Each class told us which book they

D

ue to coronavirus
restrictions, Church
Stretton branch Shropshire
Ornithological Society have
cancelled all indoor meetings until
October 2021.
Church Stretton Shropshire
Ornithological Society welcomes
participation in the remote meetings
organised by the main society.
For more details, contact htp://www.shropshirebirds.com

would most like and why.
Congratulations to Owl class on
receiving your chosen book ‘The
Christmasauraus and The Winter
Witch’ by Tom Fletcher.
2020 has been a difficult year
and it was a big knock to have
to close the library for so long during the first lockdown.
However, during the November lock down we were able
to run Ready Reads, a click and collect service and this
went very well. We will carry on running this service even
though we will be open, so please ask or have a look online
for more information.
It will be great to see everyone in the coming year.
Opening times from January 2021 are:
Tuesdays, Thursdays, Fridays – 10am-4pm (closed
between 12pm and 1pm)
Saturdays 10am-1pm
01694722535 or email us Churchstretton.library@
shropshire.gov.uk
Alexis Seaborne

S

crappies continue to do
everything possible to
keep you all supplied
with arts and craft materials,
with great resources for
all your children’s creative
activities. We will continue to keep you informed via our
website and Facebook postings.
We wish you all a very happy and healthy New Year.
Scrappies Team

UNICEF Appeal in October/November 2020

M

ay we profoundly thank
all those who contributed
to the Appeal in the
October Stretton Focus. This was in
lieu of the annual July town centre
collection. The sum raised that we
were able to record was: £602.50.
We know that some people
donated directly to UNICEF. Thank
you to all donors for your generous response.
UNA Shropshire decided that with the continuing
war in the Yemen we would ask for this money to be
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dedicated to children and families there. Described as a
living hell for children where 80% of the 11million children
require humanitarian assistance; 400,000 of them severely
malnourished.
Please will you join UNA Shropshire and plead with
our Government to stop licensing the sale of arms to Saudi
Arabia and urge a settlement.
Do not reduce foreign aid (if the decision is not already
reversed) for which the internationally agreed 0.7% is the
standard of which the British can be proud.
Canon Noel Beattie, UNA Shropshire
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Ward Davies – an Appreciation

W

hat happened in
1928? Before you go to
Wikipedia, let me recall
that in health care one of the most
important discoveries made by
Alexander Fleming was penicillin.
And in that same year were born:
Shirley Temple, Bruce Forsyth, Mary
Angelou, Che Guevara and only just,
Ward Davies. Ward was two months
early and as Ruth tells us he has never
been late for any appointment since.
Ward was born on the Dyffryd
farm on the edge of England,
on the flood plain of the River
Vyrnwy. When he retired in 1994
the superintendent minister of the
Llanymynech Circuit said “I can’t
understand why Ward did not grow
taller, having been so well irrigated in
his youth.” It is near Oswestry, definitely in Shropshire
and he was proud to be a Salopian. It is not a bad thing
for ministers of religion to live on the edge where things
often happen. And yet mind you, he had such a fine
tenor voice and him not being Welsh! He, of course was
a welcome addition to the tenor section in the Stretton
Choral Society.
Ward left his rural homeland and his work as a young
farmer to train for the Methodist ministry in Headingley
College, Leeds, was ordained at Derby where the presiding
minister at the service was Donald Soper. He may well,
like many of his generation, have been inspired and
influenced by such a charismatic and enigmatic figure.
He began his probationary (or apprenticeship) years on
the Isles of Scilly, made famous much later when Harold
Wilson became the only PM to bare his knees in public.
He was the only Methodist minister on the Isles
of Scilly. He preached at St Marys in the same church
morning and evening each Sunday except for one
Sunday per month when he swapped pulpits with the
lay pastor on another island. This was hard going for an
inexperienced minister but he found the island people
welcoming and supportive. Here, he developed a love of
the sea and a taste for fish.
Methodist ministers are sent or invited to a station
in a circuit of churches, mostly at five or seven years
which is a lot of moving around of families. There were
six or seven circuits, up and down England until finally
Knighton, on Offa’s Dyke – back on the edge. Though,
early on, at Audenshaw in the sixties at the local
primary school annual Ascension Day service in Red
Hall chapel, led by Ward, he was raised to high office.
When the teacher asked the children to write it up
afterwards one pupil had written: “we went to church
and met Lord Davies the Prime Minister”.
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Ward served a rich variety of
communities in addition to the
diverse experiences of chaplaincies
with a Thorn Lighting factory, a
young offenders’ prison, a hospital
and a National Children’s Home.
This pattern of working and living
might be testing to any family. It
looks as if in the Davies family their
two found the different homes,
schools and environments, to be
exciting experiences. At least when
the moving day came there were
always fish and chips.
We are fortunate with people
coming here to retire, who deploy
their gifts and skills for the benefit
of neighbours and the community.
Ward Davies was one who threw
himself into the life of the town.
He had wide interests. 27 years ago when he came, the
legendary Kitty Murby, the redoubtable secretary of the
United Nations Association, recruited Ward into the
Church Stretton branch. He already had a passionate
interest in global peace and justice. For many years he
organised the ecumenical Sunday service around UN day
and also the annual town centre collection for UNICEF.
He kept himself well-informed about world affairs and
was deeply committed to climate care, he and Ruth
acting practically in their own home to reduce their
carbon footprint. He was well read theologically which
informed his thought on all these matters. Ward was a
warm and friendly man, at ease with all, and just the
person to befriend Afghan visitors to the town during the
time of the UNA Afghanistan project in 2002.
He had also been the diary editor for the Stretton
Focus in those days, for some 10 years. Before the age
of personal computers Ward had used the Adana home
printing machine which involved patiently placing
hundreds of tiny metal letters into a wooden frame. It
was a long and painstaking process. However, for the
Focus diary he had been lent what would be his first
electric typewriter.
For a not very tall man he had a big personality. He
was indeed a joyful minister who had time for people,
and showed his interest in them. He was a knowledgeable
and passionate preacher and a good and loyal friend.
Ward died on 10th November, a little short of a
month from his 92nd birthday, in the Royal Shrewsbury
and his wife, Ruth wishes to say that their experience of
the Hospital had been very positive. Treatment of patient
and care for their family had been phenomenal.
Noel Beattie
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Remembrance Day 2020

I

am confident that your readers will appreciate that this
year’s Remembrance ceremonies were, to say the least,
very muted, and regrettably, of necessity, completely
unofficial.
Sadly, we as a Branch and community were unable to
carry out our service of Remembrance at neither the Church
nor, also with regard to safeguarding, in the Rectory Field.
However, on Sunday 8th November, a few people had
gathered up at the Memorial Cross to pay their respects
where the wreaths and crosses from many organisations and
individuals had
been placed prior
to 11am on the
racks provided
surrounding the
Cross.
A trumpeter
was present to
commence the
two minutes’
silence with the
playing of ‘The
Last Post’ and the
sounding of ‘The
Reveille’. Those
present recited
the ‘Exhortation’
and after a reading
from St John’s
Gospel and a short
prayer, everyone
quietly dispersed.
On the
internet and
community
messaging emails,
the Rector of St
Laurence, Steve
Johnson, had
placed a beautiful
service of reading
and prayers which
I am sure must
have been of
much comfort to
anyone who was
able to view it.
The poignancy of
the occasion was
enhanced during
the two minutes’
silence by the accompanying scenic panoramic views with
which the town is blessed.
We repeated the ceremony on Wednesday 11th
November, when a few more people turned up to pay their
respects in the usual dignified manner. I was interested to
hear from more than one source in the town that both ‘The
Last Post’ and ‘Reveille’ had been heard by residents over a
wide area, including Helmeth Road on the other side of the
valley.
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Sadly, we as a Branch are losing our current President,
Major Roy Lloyd (Retd) who is relinquishing his honorary
position after many years of service with us. We thank Roy who
has been invaluable to us as a Branch with the generosity of
his time and wisdom. He is still a Branch member and I know
that he intends to keep a strong interest in all that we shall,
hopefully, be able to organise next year being the Centenary
year of the founding of the Royal British Legion. Two other
stalwarts of the Branch are also retiring their positions on
the Committee. We say many thanks to John Corfield, our
Publicity Officer.
John has written
many Branch
articles for Stretton
Focus. He has also
been responsible
for the beautiful
window displays in
what was formerly
PCB Solicitors at
Remembrance time.
I have been
Branch Chairman
for seven years
and now have
the honour
and privilege of
accepting the
role of Branch
President. I would
at this point like
to thank my
Committee and
also the residents
of Church Stretton
for the support
and generosity you
have shown to me
and this Branch
and the Royal
British Legion.
I am confident
that you will give
the same to my
successor. Even
though all charities
have suffered this
year, I am pleased
to tell you that
Church Stretton
has managed to
raise £4000 for this year’s Poppy Appeal.
Our new Chairman, Lt Colonel Peter Stowell (Retd)
MBE is a local resident and is looking forward to his tenure
of appointment. The background of the Memorial Cross
was a fitting place for a photo opportunity; where, on Friday
13th November, we met to formerly hand over our official
insignia.To everyone, I am sure that we all hope and pray for
a much more peaceful and encouraging year in 2021.
Nigel Marsden, Branch President Church Stretton
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South Shropshire Inter Faith
HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL DAY Wednesday 27th January 2021
BE THE LIGHT IN THE DARKNESS

“W

e will continue to do our bit
for as long as we can, secure in
the knowledge that others will
continue to light a candle long after us.”
Gena Turgel MBE, survivor of the Holocaust (19232018)
Be the light in the darkness is an affirmation
and a call to action for everyone marking HMD.
This theme asks us to consider different kinds
of ‘darkness’, for example, identity-based persecution,
misinformation, denial of justice and different ways of
‘being the light’, such as resistance, acts of solidarity, rescue
and eliminating mistruths.
Increasing levels of denial,
division and misinformation
in today’s world mean we
must remain vigilant against
hatred and identity-based
hostility. Rapid technological
developments, a turbulent
political climate, and world
events beyond our control
can leave us feeling helpless
and insignificant. The utterly
unprecedented times through
which we are living currently are
showing the very best of which
humanity is capable but also – in
some of the abuse and conspiracy theories being spread on
social media – the much darker side of our world as well.
We can all stand in solidarity. We can choose to be the
light in the darkness in a variety of ways and places – at
home, in public, and online.
1. Darkness draws in
Before every genocide, perpetrators divide society into
those considered worthy of human treatment, and those
who are not. Distortions are deployed using propaganda
and stereotyping to identify and victimise a specific group
(or groups), followed by discrimination – often enshrined
into law. The darkness leading to genocide also causes deep
emotional trauma.
2. Light during the darkness
Amid the darkness of genocide, there have always been
those who oppose the regime, risking their own lives, homes
and communities. Maintaining faith and culture during
genocide defies the ambitions of regimes to eradicate entire
groups and their culture. Survivors emphasise that any
kindness, when surrounded by suffering, indifference, and
persecution, is powerful.
For the international community, there is a
responsibility to shine a light on situations where people are
persecuted and hold those responsible to account.
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3. Darkness today
Denial is one of the common
features of every genocide. Often
those responsible for genocide will
restrict access to physical locations and evidence,
and seek to obscure their intentions and genocidal
activity. Sadly, prejudice and hostility against
people based on their identity continues to hurt
people and communities here in the UK, and
around the world.
4. Being the light in the darkness today
This year’s theme asks all of us to recognise that the
responsibility for genocide education and prevention does
not lie only with survivors sharing their testimony. Their
experiences hold lessons for all of us and it is vital that we
listen to their experiences and
become witnesses for them. As
distortions and denial increase,
facing the extent and nature
of the crimes committed, to
reveal the truth of genocide
and genocidal regimes is more
important than ever.
Our lights are more
powerful when we work
together with others. This theme
may inspire you to support
charities and community groups
working to tackle identity-based
violence and denial.
RACISM
If hate was an animal,
It would be a green eyed python.
If hate was a place,
It would be the bottom of the ocean.
If hate was a illness,
It would be the black plague.
If love was a season,
It would be a warm summer.
If love was a food,
It would be a birthday cake with six candles.
Love is like a big fat juicy yellow mango.
Rose Young (aged 8)
Noel Beattie, South Shropshire Inter Faith
noelbt8@talktalk.net
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Church Stretton
Taxis
Mervyn Price
Local pick-ups, Long or
short runs, Airport transfers.
Any job considered.

Call 07487 650889
Email: mervprice@
btinternet.com
www.churchstrettontaxi.com
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Catholic Voice
Twelve Days of Christmas – A History

A

t the time of writing this, it is difficult to predict
whether we have had a ‘normal’ Christmas – as much as
Covid allows – or not. Nevertheless, Christmas, the
birth of our Saviour Jesus Christ, has been celebrated, and for
many in the Church continues to be celebrated, with Epiphany
(the arrival of the Three Kings), being the twelfth night.
It was the Council of Tours in 567 which proclaimed
the 12 days from Christmas to Epiphany as a sacred and
festive season. The Twelve Days of Christmas meant the daily
attending of church services, and were a time of celebration,
rededication and renewal during the
long, dark winter days. For the affluent
it was a time of feasting, celebration
and entertainment, with such features
as the ‘Lord of Misrule’ (directing the
merrymaking) and of charity, where
the remnants of feast were given to
the poor. It is the origin of the phrase
‘eating humble pie’ (humble pie was
a pie made of offal and given to the
poor). Also part of the celebrations
were entertainment, plays, dancing
and jests; Shakespeare’s Twelfth Night
(1601-1602) was written to close the
12 days of Christmas at the royal court.
For many, the twelve days of
Christmas simply refers to the popular
song that we have at Christmas which
was first published in England in 1780 (without music).
The well-known tune was derived from an arrangement of a
traditional folk melody by Frederic Austin in 1909.
The origin of lyrics contained in the song is somewhat
obscure and open to debate. For some historians there is
no meaning behind the words; other historians believe the
song is a remnant of recusant Catholic tradition. (Queen
Elizabeth I’s 1558 Act of Uniformity and Act of Supremacy
abolished what was called the ‘old worship›’, and the
open practice of Catholicism was forbidden by law.) So
Catholicism was driven underground under fear of discovery,
fines, arrest and execution. Priests had to find ways of
teaching the Catholic faith without doing so explicitly. They
created rhymes and poems to aid people to remember the
tenets of the faith. The Twelve Days of Christmas were such
a learning-memory aid for children.

According to this historical lens then, ‘My True
Love’ is God himself – who is Love (1 John 4:8).
The partridge in the pear tree is Jesus who was nailed
on the tree of the cross. Partridges lure predators away from
its young by feigning injury (even to the point of sacrificing
itself ), which is a fitting symbol for Jesus who died to save
us. The two turtle doves are the Old and New Testaments,
the three French hens being the theological virtues of faith,
hope, and love. Perhaps the easiest to decipher are the four
calling birds, the four gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and
John; with the five golden rings representing the first five
books of the Old Testament (Pentateuch or written Torah).
The six geese a-laying stood for the
six days of creation, with the seven
swans a-swimming representing the
sevenfold gifts of the Holy Spirit
(wisdom, understanding, counsel,
fortitude, knowledge, piety and fear
of the Lord). Moving from birds to
people, the eight maids a-milking
were the eight beatitudes found in St
Matthew’s Gospel (5:3-12) and the
nine ladies were the nine fruits of
the Holy Spirit (Charity, Joy, Peace,
Patience Goodness, Mildness, Fidelity,
Modesty, Chastity). The ten lords
a-leaping, again fairly easy to decipher,
were the Ten Commandments; the
eleven pipers piping stood for the
eleven faithful Apostles (without
Judas Iscariot); and finally, the
twelve drummers drumming represented the twelve points of
doctrine found in the Apostles‘ Creed.
The final and greatest message of the Twelve Days of
Christmas is that, cumulatively speaking, (including the
repeated gifts on each day), the total of the gifts is three
hundred and sixty-four, a daily gift or blessing from My
True Love (God) leading up-to and from Christmas Day.
Whether one holds that the song Twelve Days of
Christmas has a hidden code as many Catholic historians
hold, or is simply a nonsense poem, this is something to
hold on to, not just over the twelve days of Christmas, but
throughout 2021: the blessings that God wishes to give us.
Despite what 2021 may hold for each one of us re-Covid,
let us live each day, and celebrate the year ahead.
Canon Jonathan Mitchell

Amnesty International Group, Meeting on Zoom
Join our friendly group when we plan campaigning activities and learn more about Amnesty’s work in
support of Human Rights worldwide.
Wednesday January 6th at 7.30pm
Amnesty’s Work in Welcoming Refugees with Tom Davies, Amnesty’s Priority Campaign Manager.
We’ll also discuss the latest news about ‘adopted’ prisoner Ibrahim Ezz el-Din, in Cairo, Egypt. He has
been convicted of terrorism and security offenses but there is no evidence for these accusations beyond the police
investigations case file. Ibrahim’s detention is being renewed every 45 days without him or his lawyer being present.
Amnesty is very concerned for Ibrahim’s physical and mental health.
We are campaigning is to make the Egyptian authorities aware of our concern and to join the call for Ibrahim’s
release.
For details or a Zoom invitation ring Barbara Parnell 01694 720040 or email csamnesty@outlook.com
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The NT Reaches Out to the Next Generation

W

ere you aware that our local National Trust has
recently undergone some re-organisation? No,
nor was I until I exchanged emails with Tom
Blackwell. Tom and his wife Sarah, spent a decade on the
Isle of Wight, where he taught for ten years after teachertraining in Liverpool and two years travelling overseas.

provide such a role, but I never found the
right pathway or advice to get there. After
school I gained a catering qualification then
worked for Royal Mail and as a retained firefighter before
volunteering in schools, which led to university. I was a very
lazy school pupil but a dedicated student! More recently I
worked closely with a couple of excellent NT staff on the
IOW who provided inspirational trips for my school classes.
I have always had an affinity with the Trust’s aims and
strategies.”
So what does a Programming and Partnership Manager
do? Tom explains again. “Balancing the popularity for
school visitors with the sensitivity of our location, along
with avoiding overuse of the Valley, is a constant juggling
act. We don’t always have direct control over student groups
– this might rest with their teachers – so providing students
with a positive and rewarding experience can be challenging.
We explain vital conservation messages at the same time as
attempting to enthuse young people with a love of nature
and the need to look after fragile environments such as the
Long Mynd.”
Tom was furloughed at the beginning of April until
early September. The NT told its employees that there was
the possibility of redundancies early into the lockdown
period, and the programme began in late July. Thanks to the
hard work of local learning and engagement team members,
together with many teachers and members of the public,
the NT was convinced that the Long Mynd team was
too important to lose. Tom says, “I’m thrilled that we can
continue to provide inspirational learning experiences for
thousands of school students, many of whom are coming to
the countryside for the first time.”

When they were expecting their first child they decided
that Sarah should take a year or so out of employment
to raise their daughter, and Tom began looking for a job
that would allow the family to move back to the mainland
and closer to their families. As well as teaching, Tom was
also involved with a music collective, putting on gigs and
festivals, as well as with a local running club organising
training sessions and races. The NT role he now fills
combines these three interests and skills sets.
Tom believes his role is a one-off, and that he’s
very fortunate to have found it at the right time.
The couple moved to Shrewsbury in a
hurry, as there were only six weeks between
Tom’s job interview and his start date. One week
in and baby Blackwell arrived. Hunting for a
permanent home was done in the daze of being
first-time parents, but two and half years later
Church Stretton is their home. Tom says, “We
are extremely grateful to be here.”
Tom’s job title is Programming and
Partnerships Manager and he has a team
of people working with him to deliver the
brief. Malcolm Roddy is Programming and
Partnerships Officer and Rob Webster is the
Learning Officer.
Tom says, “When I was much younger I
wanted a countryside or outdoor job and the
Trust was the organisation I thought might

The Carding Mill Valley team has had to face immense
visitor pressures in recent months with only a skeleton staff,
as our Town Councillors and local residents know only
too well. Followed by the uncertainty of redundancies and
organisational restructuring, it’s been a truly difficult year
but, as Tom says, “I don’t think I need to tell readers about
that. No-one has been unaffected by this most difficult of
times.”
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In better times, NT staff and volunteers have organised
many events in the Valley, some free, some very cheap but
all with the aims of enthusing and engaging people with the
beauty and wonder of nature whilst raising much needed
funds. Two such were ‘Live at the Chalet’ which brought
touring musicians to the Chalet Pavilion, and the ‘Solstice
Sleepout’, a one-off camp-out with a viewing of the Solstice
sunset and sunrise from the top of the Mynd.
I asked Tom how staff manage the inevitable tensions
caused by large numbers of coaches, other vehicles and
people in the Valley, and the disruptions caused to local
residents. He explained, “That’s the million-dollar question
isn’t it? People want to visit beautiful places and the Carding
Mill Valley has been a tourist location for well over 120
years, so this problem long pre-dates NT ownership. A
Focus article a few months back noted that special trains
brought thousands of people at a time from Liverpool and
Manchester before the advent of private vehicle ownership.
Today, coach parties must book in advance and we turn
down many during the busiest times of year. We can’t
control the number of cars that arrive but we do our best
to anticipate demand and, in conjunction with the Town
Council and police service, do what we can to manage
overcrowding. We’ve learned a lot this year.”

I asked Tom about the Long Mynd ponies, although
they aren’t part of his job description. He explained that
they are owned by one of the commoners, the farmers who
have grazing rights to the Long Mynd. He rounds them up
periodically to check their health and always attends when
one has been reported to be in trouble. As the Long Mynd is
a Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) the ponies are not
given shelter except in extreme weather, or supplementary
feed. This could contain seeds from plants foreign to the
Mynd and could upset the ecological balance if they were
to germinate. So, the ponies are not wild, as many people
believe.
The safeguarding of children and vulnerable adults has
become a hot topic in recent years, and Tom explained that
his own and his team members’ backgrounds in education
is invaluable. The NT has been developing a system of
safeguarding training and designated leads at each property
over the last 18 months. The local learning and engagement
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team members all have enhanced Disclosure and Barring
Service (DBS) certification and take the safety of visitors
seriously.”
Tom concludes by saying, “There’s nothing more
rewarding than leading a group of teenage students who
might start the day as monosyllabic and disinterested but
end it firing questions like the most enthusiastic eight year
olds. We know we’ve hooked them and hopefully they
keep the magic of a day on the Long Mynd in their heart
forever.”
Christine Williams

Volunteering opportunity –
Tree Warden

C

ould you be a new Tree Warden? Do you love
trees? The Town Council is looking to recruit a
new voluntary Tree Warden to join an established
team of friendly Tree Wardens who help to monitor the
trees in the town, All Stretton and Little Stretton. A large
area of the town and villages is covered by a conservation
area which provides some protection for trees. Residents
in these areas are required to give notice to the local
planning authority for the pruning and felling of trees.
The Town Council is consulted, and the Tree Wardens
play a key role in assessing the trees in these cases to
formulate a response.
You do not need to be an expert and some training
is available. It does not have to be a big commitment.
If you are interested and would like to find out what
is involved contact Hilary Hymas, Tree Warden
co-ordinator on 01694 723208 for an informal
discussion.
Hilary Hymas

Does the Lane have a Name?

I

n writing about our topiary pigs (Mayfair page
December and January) it has prompted the above
question. Unlike the parallel lane, Bull lane, the lane the
pigs live on does not appear to have a definitive name. It
is sometimes referred to as Hazler Hill lane, on some maps
it is Henley lane. It is also referred to as Ghost Hole lane.
I rather like this one. It is a good yarn! (google ghost hole
Church Stretton or https://newsfromthepastblog.wordpress.
com/2019/03/29/the-ghost-of-copper-hole-a-true-story/
It also begs the question “How much copper was in the
mine at the top of Sandford Avenue?”
I think this lane deserves a name plate and it all sounds
to me like a good yarn for tourists, perhaps Church Stretton
could also have our own unique line in copper products?
Hope we have whetted a few appetites and we look
forward to a response from our local historians.
John and Meg Bacon
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Jason Gough
computing services

Hardware - Software
Consultancy
Repairs - Installation - Support
For Business and Home users
Over 20 Year’s Experience in the IT Industry

Contact Jason Gough on 01694 724752
Email: jason.gough@jg-compservices.com
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Churches in the Strettons
ANGLICAN CHURCH (The United Parish of St Laurence, Church Stretton, with St Michael & All Angels, All
Stretton, and All Saints, Little Stretton) Rector: Rev’d Steve Johnson (Tel: 722585)
Website: www.strettonparish.org.uk
Sunday Services
Holy Communion a uiet reflective service . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8.00 am
Morning Worship
Holy Communion every Sunday, except Morning Prayer on 4th Sunday . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9.30 am
Refreshments in Parish Centre . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10.20 until 11.05 am
Informal Service (Communion on 4th Sunday) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11.15 am
All ages 1st Sunday; children go out to groups other Sundays
Crèche facilities provided with this service every Sunday
Groups for children and youth groups on all but 1st Sunday, when all ages stay together
Evening Worship. (On 4th Sunday Holy Communion with special prayers for Healing). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6.00 pm
Hot Chocolate Club - For all pupils in Church Stretton School. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mondays 12.30 - 1.15 pm
Oasis - For pupils in years 7-9 in Church Stretton School who would like to explore faith. Tuesdays 12.30 - 1.15 pm
Youthzone - Sunday mornings during 11.05 service for 11-16yrs (except 1st Sunday in month); Meet in Church
Young people (11+): Contact the Office on 2 22 or Sally Clilverd: sally strettonparish org uk
Weekday Activities: Many house groups and activities are held throughout the week Contact the arish Office
for details or see church notice boards or leaflets in church
Thursdays: Holy Communion . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11.30 am
All Saints, Little Stretton. A traditional Sunday Service is held each Sunday
Week 1:
Evening Prayer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3.00 pm
Weeks 2, 4 and 5: Holy Communion. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11.00 am
Week 3:
Morning Prayer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11.00 am
St Michael’s & All Angels, All Stretton (Local Ecumenical Partnership with URC) Contact: 724224
Sunday Services
Week 1: Morning Worship
10.30 am
Week 2: Holy Communion (Anglican)
10.30 am
Week 3: Morning Worship
10.30 am
Week 4: Holy Communion (URC)
10.30 am
Week 5: Holy Communion (Traditional Anglican)
10.30 am
The Parish Office is in the Parish Centre, Church St. (Tel: 724224).
Open 9am to 12.30pm Monday to Friday
Secretary: o Aze Email: office strettonparish org uk
METHODIST CHURCH Minister: Rev’d George Heinz (Tel: 07538 480626)
Website: www.churchstretton-methodistchurch.org.uk
Hall bookings: Carole Coles (Tel: 724958)
Sunday Services
Morning Service
10.30 am
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS (QUAKERS) Co-clerks: Lesley Richards and Charles West (Tel: 722068)
Email: cs m gorswen co uk
Sundays: Meetings for Worship in the Silvester Horne Committee Room; Children on 4th Sunday in month . 10.30 am
For details of home discussion groups please telephone the Clerks.
ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH Priest: Canon Jonathan Mitchell (Tel: 01694 658091)
St Milburga’s, Church Stretton
Email: stmilburga gmail com
Sunday:
Mass . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9.15 am
Wednesday - Friday: Daily Mass . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9.30 am
Saturday:
Evening Mass . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6.00 pm
Catholic Women’s League meets on the 2nd Thursday of each month following the morning Mass at 9.30.
St Walburga’s, Plowden
Sunday Mass . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11.00 am
UNITED REFORMED CHURCH Minister: (vacant)
Website: churchstretton.urc.org.uk
Sunday Services
Worship, with Activity Club for children, followed by refreshments in the church hall. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10.30 am
(On the 1st Sunday in month worship includes Holy Communion)
Weekday Activities
Mondays:
(Week 1) Ladies’ Group . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.30 pm
Wednesdays:
(Week 1) Ladies’ Link . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7.30 pm
Wednesdays:
Half hour meeting for prayer and discussion. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9.30 am
Church Contact: Tel: 22 2 Email: urcchurchstretton gmail com Room hire: Tel: 220 2
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Clubs and Societies in Church Stretton with names of Secretary and contact details
Allotment Gardens Association
All Stretton Village Hall
All Stretton History Society
All Stretton Village Society
Alzheimers Carer’s Support (Mayfair)
Amnesty, Church Stretton Group
Ancient Greek Study Group
Archers, Long Mynd
Army Cadet Force
ArtsAlive Church Stretton
Arts Festival, Church Stretton South Shropshire
Badminton Club Monday 8- 0pm
Badminton Club unior and Adult, Wednesday
Beacon (Activities and Care at Mayfair)
Books (Mayfair Shop)
Book Sales Mayfair/Rotary
Bowling Club, Church Stretton robus
Bowling Club, Indoor
Bowling Club, Ladies’
Breathing Space Singing for health and wellbeing
Bridge Club (Thursday 1-5pm, All Stretton Vlge Hall)
Bridleways Association, Long Mynd and District
Brownies, Church Stretton
Busy Bees Preschool
Camera Club, Long Mynd
Cancer Research U
Cancer Support Group, Stretton
Chamber of Trade, Church Stretton
Chess Club, Church Stretton
Choral Society, Stretton
Churches Together
Church Stretton School Theatre
Citizens Advice Bureau
Civic Society, The Strettons
Civil Service Retirement Fellowship, C S Group
Climate Care, Stretton
Country Market (ex WI)
Credit Union
Cricket Club, Church Stretton
Croquet Club
Cub Scouts, Longmynd Tuesday ack
Cub Scouts, Longmynd Wednesday ack
Darts, Church Stretton and District League
Dementia Carers’ Support
Dominoes, Church Stretton and District League
Dramatic Society, All Stretton Amateur
Explorer Scouts
Extend (Gentle Exercise) Mayfair
Fitness Instructor
Fitness for the Young at Heart
Flicks in the Sticks All Stretton
Flicks in the Sticks Church Stretton
Football Club, Church Stretton Town
Football Club, Magpies - 6 years old
Football Club, Stretton Red Rovers (6-15 years old)
Friends of Church Stretton Library
Gardening Club, Acton Scott
Gardening Club, Church Stretton District
Gliding, Midlands Gliding Club Ltd
Golf Club
Good Neighbours Care Group
Guiding, 2nd Church Stretton
Hockey Club, Stretton uniors - years old
Hope Bowdler Hand Bell Ringers
Horse Show, Church Stretton
Interfaith Forum, South Shropshire
Inner Wheel Club, Church Stretton
udo, unior
arate Club
Keep Fit, Stretton
Languages Group
Leisure Centre, Church Stretton
Lesbian & Bisexual Women, Border Women Social Group
Line Dancing
Lions Club, Middle Marches
Local History Group
Long Mynd Adventure Camp
Martial Arts, Freestyle
Masonic Lodge Caer Caradoc
Masonic Lodge Longmynd
Maysi ro ect
Methodist Church Network Group
Mothers’ Union, Church Stretton
Music: Strettons Classical Music Group
Ornithological Society, Stretton Branch
arish aths artnership
arkinson’s U
hotography, Marches Independent
ilates exercise
ride of lace, Church Stretton
robus, Strettondale
Rail User’s Association, Church Stretton
Radio Control Model Club, Church Stretton
RAF Roundel Club
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Alan Mileson
2
Liz Cinnamon
07790 527673
Ruth Grafton
2 8
Caroline Crump
2 28
Jackie Pennington
722077
Barbara Parnell
720040
David Langslow
2
8
Sue Williamson
22 6
Lt Wheelden
0
2
Michael Walker
20 2
Gloria Carter
2 06
Mike Rounsefell
2 62
Alan Fox
2 88
Joy King
722077
Tony Crowe
723292
Sue Hird
2 2
Glyn Morgan
22 88
Alan Mileson
2
Mrs M Paine
722489
ate Buttolph
20 8
Dom Wilson
723128
Lynn Townsend
722667
udy Russell
2 0 6
Church Stretton School
722209
Amanda age
Sue Toghill
22
Lesley McIntyre
723427
Stuart Wright
722237
Tom Williamson
22 6
Ru Trew
724297
Lesley Richards
722068
Alan Fox
2 88
c/o Mayfair
722077
Charles Simmonds
2
John Brewer
722965
David Howard
722904
Ann Lloyd
07889 143057
c/o Mayfair
722077
Rob Whittall
0 6
0
Fane Conant
722610
ane Wrench
2 2
Andrew Spurling
2 2
Mark Davies Verd
0 88
Emma Wilde
01743 341800
Martin Salisbury
723253
Eric Huff
2 06
Angie Walshaw
2
Nicola Daniels
722077
am Allsop
2 8
am Allsop
2 8
ate Latchford
2
8
Eric and Lesley Brown
2
0
Nick Cole
2 62
0 8 6 686
Martin Watts
2
Sheila Davies
723455
Terri Clegg
8
2
Evelyn Dapling
2 6 8
Office
0 88 6 0206
ames Townsend
2228
Office
2 2 2
ane Hurst
622
Martin Watts
2
Ruth Jenkins
724919
Sarah Davies
0
Canon Noel Beattie
725530
Anne Tipper
808
Roger Houston
0
8
Dave Shephard
2 2 2
Lisa Ryan
751369
David Langslow
2
8
Sue Wells
200
Dave Bishop
Brian Dawson
Madeline Haigh
Peter Jenkins
Graham Williams
Charles Hennell
anet Williams
Stella andrell
Diana Coles
Barbara Hall
David ohn
ohn Goyne
Heather Broughton
Geoff Taylor
Sandra Liebrecht
Trevor Halsey
Alan Stockbridge
Alison Bradley
Tim Goodwin
John L Davies

0
0

2 26 8 6
8 8
08
2 62
724919
07852 961675
0
0 26
0 8 8 6 6
220
2
723548
724578
2
2
2
0
8
2 0
8 660
22
722138
20 2
724703

amileson lineone net
www.allstrettonvillagehall.org.uk
anegra waitrose com
carolinecrump68 icloud com
[Monthly, 2nd Friday, 2.00pm] www.mayfaircentre.org
stretlang gmail com
sue chelmickforge co uk
info shropshireacf rfca org uk
fontenay
btinternet com
carter
f2s com
midiblue tiscali co uk
alandavidfox live co uk
(Mayfair) www.mayfaircentre.org.uk
smhird btinternet com
crocrus2 tiscali co uk
amileson lineone net
kate playonperformingarts co uk
www.bridgewebs.com/churchstretton
dave udy

googlemail com

secretary longmyndcameraclub co uk
susantoghill outlook com
tswilliamson
gmail com
strettonchoral gmail com www strettonchoral org uk
or 0
060 0 alandavidfox live co uk
(Mayfair) [Thursdays] www.mayfaircentre.org.uk
candp simmonds googlemail com
or (01694) 731274
(Mayfair) [Wednesdays] www.mayfaircentre.org.uk
churchstrettoncricketclub gmail com
fanesue aol com www churchstrettoncro uet org uk
anewrench2 gmail com
aspurling btinternet com
verddavies 2 gmail com
mail plush-hill co uk
angiewalshaw hotmail com
[Thursday mornings] www.mayfaircentre.org.uk
pamallsop churchway plus com
pamallsop churchway plus com
terri artsalive co uk
ec brown btinternet com
nick eloc eclipse co uk
en uiries csmfc co uk
contact redrovers org uk
www.strettonlibraryfriends.org.uk
actonscottgc gmail com
evedapling waitrose com
office midlandgliding club
secretary churchstrettongolfclub co uk
anehurst
hotmail co uk
mlwatts yahoo co uk
daviesblackhurst

aol com

anne tipper gmail com
RogerHouston udo aol com
daveshepard
gmail com
stretlang gmail com
info teme-leisure co uk
borderwomen.net
southerncrossldc gmail com
thefirs 8 btinternet com
csalhg outlook com
freestylemartiaarts.com/stretton
caercaradoclodge gmail com
charles hennell net www longmyndlodge org uk
information mayfaircentre org uk
da
6scp btinternet com
poolbrook 2 gmail com
ohngoyne btinternet com
parky twood net
gtaylor photo btinternet,com
selenaorme yahoo co uk
trevorhalsey btinternet com
alan stockbridge btinternet com
www.strettonrailusers.org.uk
tmgdwn gmail com
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Rainbows, Church Stretton
Ramblers, The South Shropshire Group
Rangers Girl Guides Church Stretton Group
Readers Group at the Library
RNLI
Rotary Club of Church Stretton
Royal British Legion
Rugby Club, Church Stretton Samurai
Rushbury and Cardington WI
Save the Children
Scottish Dancers, Stretton
Scouts, 2nd Longmynd Group
Scrappies - Shropshire Children’s Scrapstore
Shropshire Strummers
Singers, The More Singers
Singers, Stretton Community
Soaring Association, Long Mynd model gliders
Soaring Club, Long Mynd (Hangliding & paragliding)
Stepping Stones Nursery
Stretton layers
Stretton ool Action
Stroke Group, Church Stretton and District
Swing Band, Stretton
Table Tennis, Church Stretton
Table Tennis, Leebotwood
Table Tennis, Rushbury
T’ai Chi
Taiko Drumming
Taoist Tai Chi, Longmynd
Tennis Club
Theatre & Concert Group, Stretton
Thursday Lunch Club (Ley Gardens)
Traidcraft (fairly traded goods)
Tree Group, Church Stretton
Tuesday Day Centre, Church Stretton
United Nations Association, C S Branch
University of the Third Age (U3A)
Upright and Active (falls prevention strength & balance)
Walking for Health
Walking Football
Wildlife Group, SACWG, Community
Wildlife Trust, Strettons Branch
Women’s Group, Church Stretton
0
Women’s Institute, CS Marmaladies WI
Women’s Inst., Rushbury and Cardington
Women’s Institute, All Stretton
Yoga (Mayfair)
Youth
St Laurence’s

udy Russell
Darren
Ana Ireland
Felicity
Brian Bradley
at Stokessmith
Les Mackey
Martyn Longhurst
Kaye Smith
Ann Hurst
David Thomas
Terry Davies

2 0 6
07837 021138
2
0
22
22 8
2 8
2
2

David Rae
Deborah Croom-Johnson 0
ate Buttolph
0
Tim Goodwin
Tim Dunn
0
Anne Arkwright
Simon Cleaton
0
David Betton
0
Hilary Parker
amie Wrench
Leisure Centre
Will Priestley
Ian ennington
Marc Lacey
ames Barrow
o Lendon
0
Claire Hatfield
Jenny or Graham Heath
Margaret Hamer
Maureen Clow
Hilary Hymas
Joy Wilson
Ruth Davies
Lesley Brown
c/o Mayfair
Nicola Daniels
en Willis
enny Bienz
Wally Blake
aki Moores
Carol Greswell
0
aye Smith
Heather Hathaway
c/o Mayfair
Sally Clilverd

771554
622
722107
2
28 08
22
2
82 8
20 2
88 6 2
722341
0 0 8
22
723419
2 2
720051
724223
0
722077
20 6
6 8
20 2
722216
722407
722000
2 208
723687
2 0
724330
722077
722077
28
2 8
724040
22 0
80 8 80
22
722077
724224

dave udy

googlemail com

anaireland00
gmail com
churchstretton library shropshire gov uk
b glenmoar gmail com
patstokessmith hotmail com
sulesmackey btinternet com
martynlonghurst hotmail com
ann hurst 6

gmail com

mrterrydavies hotmail com
info scrappies org
d rae 62 gmail com
Annturner 2 hotmail com
kate playonperformingarts co uk
info lmsa org uk www lmsa org uk
coaching longmynd org
strettonplayers gmail com
dmbetton googlemail com
amie wrench

lineone net

ianpennington
btinternet com
(Mayfair) www.mayfaircentre.org.uk
ames taikowest com
olendon hotmail co uk
mail strataassociates co uk
heath knollcrest co uk strettontheatreandconcert net
(or Dawn Longmore 722328)
hilaryhymas

gmail com

daviescs btinternet com
u3asites.org.uk/churchstretton/contact
(Mayfair) www.mayfaircentre.org.uk
(Mayfair) www.mayfaircentre.org.uk
gordonwillis go-plus net
sacwg shropscwgs org uk
gan ax btinternet com
marmaladieswi gmail com
kayerubetta smith btinternet com
allstrettonwi gmail com
(Mayfair) www.mayfaircentre.org.uk
sally strettonparish org uk

Additions and corrections to this list should be addressed to: The Editor, Stretton Focus, by email: editor@strettonfocus.co.uk

Church Stretton Town Councillors
Town Clerk: Danny Chetwood RFO: Beverley Clarke Office Hours: Monday to Friday 0 00am - 00pm and 2 00 0pm
Council Office: 60 High Street, Church Stretton SY6 6BY Tel: 22
, Fax: 2 608 email: secretary churchstretton-tc gov uk
South Ward
North Ward
Little Stretton Ward
Mark Morris
722741
David Wilks
723139 Mike Walker (Deputy Mayor) 720132
Hilary Claytonsmith 781666
Michael Braid
723364 Colin Carson
722784
Lee Chapman
723965 or 07458 117559 Bob Welch (Mayor)
722998 All Stretton Ward
Hilary Luff
724270
Nicola Carter
07581 300498 Richard Hickman
722006 or 07944 505146
Lyn Antill
07734 294909
Sandra Baker
724394
Shropshire (Unitary) Councillors for the Area
David Evans
0 88 6 2
email: david evans shropshire gov uk
Lee Chapman
2 6 or 0
8
email: Lee chapman shropshire gov uk, Leechapman cstc gmail com (for CS tc business)
MP for Ludlow Constituency: Philip Dunne, 54 Broad St, Ludlow, SY8 1GP, 01584 872187.
StrettonDale Local Joint Committee (Details pending)
Responsibilities for Public Services
Domestic rubbish: Shropshire Council
0345 678 9007
Street cleaning: Shropshire Council
0345 678 9006
Electricity power failure:
105
Gas emergencies
0800 111999
Last collection at Family Shopper letter box Weekdays 6.00pm, Saturdays 12.00 noon, No collection Sundays and Bank Holidays
Some useful numbers
Medical Centre
Church Stretton School
722209
appointments and general enquiries 722127
St Lawrences C of E Primary School
722682
out of hours
111
Sports and Leisure Centre (Teme Leisure)
720051
NHS Choices
111
Church Stretton Library
722535
Ring and Ride
720025
South Shropshire Furniture Scheme
01584 877751
Shropshire Council (Shrewsbury)
0345 678 9000
Domestic Abuse Helpline: 0800 783 1359 - 24hr support
Visitor Information Centre and Shropshire Customer First Point: 723133
South Shropshire Housing Association: 0300 3031190 (Housing and Support)
Police - Non emergency only 101, Emergency 999
Local olice Team Message Service not to be used for crime or emergencies : 0
26
or csca snt westmercia pnn police uk
Safer Neighbourhood Team (SNT): Inspector Nicola Roberts [223695]: Tel 101 ext 4630; Sergeant Kapil Pindoria [21284]: Tel 101 ext 66601
olice Community Support Officers CSOs :
Lisa Thomas [226064]: 07870 163208; David Baron [226417]: 07870 163156; Julia St-John Martin [224002]: 07870 163199
Neighbourhood Watch Crime stoppers: 0800
Twitter: SouthShropCops
Police Station now closed, but there is a 24 hour telephone service there connected to another centre.
Support at Mayfair Community Centre - run by the Community for the Community 722077
For activities and support groups at Mayfair, please refer to the entries under ‘Clubs and Societies’ and to their advertisement.
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Stretton Directory: Index to Advertisers
Accommodation
see Hotels, B B, Self Catering

Cleaning and House Care
Cleanrite Services
In Depth Cleaning
Shaw Clean
Shropshire Sweep
Stanton Sweeps
Stretton Cleaning

Accountants and Bookkeeping
ames, Holyoak
arker
RLW Accountants
Architects, Town Planning
Christopher Roscoe Assocs
Strata Associates

Clothes
Entertaining Elephants

Bathrooms
see itchens, Bathrooms

Coaches
Caradoc Coaches

Beauty, Slimming
see Hairdressers, Health, Beauty

Community Centre
Mayfair

Bed & Breakfast, Self Catering
see Hotels, B B, Self Catering

Computing, Graphic and Web
Design
ason Gough
Nic Sansom
Stretton Internet
Webbex Technical Services

Bookshop
Burway Books
Builders, Plant & Equipment
A Lewis- rice
A Morgan
A
roperty Services
A 2 Z Construction
Ben Homden
David Spencer
E
G Groom
Farmer lant Services
Gary aris
oe Drury
ohn Hammond
Morris
Mark Terry
Morris Maintenance
aul Tinsley
eter Tip’s Tipper
Ryder Home Improvements
Sherratt Builders
SMM
Town Country Roofing

0

33
33
2
33
2
33
33
2
33
2
33
2
33
33
2

Cafés
see Restaurants, Caf s, ubs

Care - Homes and At Home
Bluebird Care
Morris Care
Carpenters & Joiners
E
G Groom
R Callwood
ohn Hammond
Mark Terry
aul Forrester
Carpets
Abbey Carpets
Catteries and Kennels
see et Food, et Care
Chemist
Hillside harmacy
Child Care
Hilary’s Childcare
Chiropodists
Caroline Crump
Crown odiatry

2

2
2

Cycle Repairs
Go Cycling

DIY & Hardware
Cyril Bason Hardware
Stretton DIY
The Door nocker Company
Domestic Appliances & Repairs
A B Smith
Continental Fireplaces
Norman ones
Electrical Services, Lighting
Boxall’s Electrician
Charles Ephraim
M C Electrical
Stephen Morgan
Wheatley Electrical

48

0
0
0
0
0

Financial Services & Insurance
Caleb Roberts
2
Crown Wealth Management
2
NFU Mutual
hilippa Gee
2
Wrights Yorkshire Building Soc 2

Florist
ohn R Thomas

0
2
2

Funeral Arrangements
A S Morris and Son
South Shropshire Remembrance
ark
Furniture Restoration
R Callwood
Garage Services
Burway Garage
Central Garage
MOT Clinic
Garden Design, Services,
Supplies
Ben Carter
Ben Homden
Church Stretton Tree Surgery

2
60
60
2
60

6

Health, Therapies
see also Chiropodists
hysiotherapists
Amanda Bedding
Birch Tree Reflexology
Bodylogic Mobile Massage
Cate Gowlett
Mandy Mason
Mayfair
Will Southee

Decorators
see ainters, Decorators

Food, Delicatessen
Entertaining Elephants
van doesburg’s

33
60
60
60
60

Hairdressers, Health, Beauty
Anthony’s Hair Studio
Health Beauty Clinic
Middletons
Shampers

Fine Art Restoration
Stretton Fine Art Restoration
2

Farmer lant Services
Integral Gardens
ohn Stephens Services
eith Warrington
evin Fryer
aul Forrester
aul Tinsley
eter Tip’s Tipper
Shropshire Lawn Co
Stretton DIY
Tidy Garden
Town Country Roofing
Uni ue Landscapes
Garden Machinery
Newington Garage
Stretton DIY

Estate Agents
Howie ent
Miller Evans
Wrights Estate Agents

Calor Gas
A B Smith
Cards and Gifts
Entertaining Elephants
Stretton rint Supplies

2

Occasional Adverts not indexed

60
33
60

Hobbies
Burway Books
Debbie Cawte
aren Moore
hilip Hooper
Sparkle Balloons
The rolific Crafter

6
6
6
6
6
6
0

2
2

0

Home & Garden
Sparkle Balloons
The Garden Room
The rolific Crafter

0
0

Outdoor Clothing and
Equipment
The Outdoor Depot
Painters & Decorators
Andrew Webster
D R Tipton
E B ones
G H ones Son
aul Forrester
Roger Lucas
Pest Control
Chris Sansom
eith Warrington

60
60

Pet Food and Pet Care
ohn R Thomas
Netley ennels

2

0

Pharmacy
Hillside harmacy
Physiotherapists
Chris Turner
Marion Murdoch
hysio ilates
Piano Tuner and Repairs
hilip Hooper
Plumbers, Heating
A
roperty Services
Gary aris
Homefix
Morris
ohn Hammond
Davies Gas Services
Lee Brown
Morris Maintenance
eter Floyd
Ryder Home Improvements
SMM
Whitfield lumbing
Whiting Heating

33
33
2
2
33
33
33
2

Home Furnishings
Abbey Carpets
Louise Watney

Printing, Copying, Photo
Products
Craven Design
rint
Marshbrook rint
Stretton rint Supplies

Hotels, B&B and Self Catering
Eaton Manor
Mynd House
Willowbatch

Restaurants, Cafés, Pubs
Berry’s
Royal Oak, Cardington
The Loft

2
2
2

House and Garden Clearance
eter Tip’s Tipper
2

Shopping Services
Vindicus

2

Insurance
see Financial Services, Insurance

Skip Hire
ohn Stephens Services
eter Tip’s Tipper

60
2

Keep Fit
see Health, Therapies, eep Fit

Solicitors
FBC Manby Bowdler
CB Solicitors

Kennels
see et Food, et Care
Kitchens, Bathrooms
A Lewis- rice
A 2 Z Construction
Homefix
ohn Hammond
Lee Brown
Mark Terry
aul Forrester
Ryder Home Improvements
SMM

33
33

Logs & Charcoal
evin Fryer

60

2
2
2

Mobility
Stretton Mobility Store

January 2021

Storage
Craven Self-Storage
Self-Storage Containers

2
2

Sweep
Shropshire Sweep
Stanton Sweeps
Taxi
Church Stretton Taxis
Tree Surgery
Church Stretton Tree Surgery

60

Watches, Batteries, Straps
The Outdoor Depot
Window Cleaning
Handyman Services
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Norman Jones Domestic Appliances
REPAIRS & SALES
WASHERS - DRYERS - DISHWASHERS

COOKERS - OVENS - HOBS
Built In/Freestanding
Pete 07971 252069
07816 875233

Ansaphone 01588 638677

ABBEY CARPETS
(Mark & Jane Brain)

12 Beaumont Rd. Church Stretton SY6 6BN
01694 722719 07527 886531
O er

rs e erience is our uali fi in uaran ee
Personal Service throughout
Home Choose Available
Saturday appointments by arrangement

Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 9.30 - 4pm
www.abbeycarpetsltd.co.uk
Email: jane@abbeycarpetsltd.co.uk

Stretton Fine Art
Restoration
Oils, Watercolours,
Prints etc
Free quotations
We have a
comprehensive selection
of paintings for sale.
Phone to view without
obligation

01694 722057
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Charles
Ephraim
Electrical
Installations
Est 1974

8 Wall Bank,
Wall-under-Heywood

Tel: 01694 771381

ros.ephraim@btconnect.com

WHEATLEY ELECTRICAL
ELECTRICAL INSTALLATION CONTRACTOR
INSPECTION & TEST PORTABLE APPLIANCE TESTING
LANDLORD'S INSPECTION & CERTIFICATION
NEW BUILD EXTENSIONS REWIRES
UPDATING OF CONSUMER UNITS (FUSEBOARDS)
SHOWERS EXTRA SOCKETS SECURITY LIGHTING
NO JOB TOO SMALL

51 HIGH STREET, CHURCH STRETTON
TEL: 01694 328305 MOBILE: 07939 571201
EMAIL:
PETEWHEATLEY@
HOTMAIL.CO.UK
ELECSA REG NO: EPP34178

BURWAY
BOOKS

18 Beaumont Road, Church Stretton, SY6 6BN
Tel: 01694 723388, email: ros.ephraim@btconnect.com
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W

e will keep going on Zoom! We have been
delighted at how many people have been able
to join us for the meetings, including some
from elsewhere in the UK, so have decided to continue the
format for the rest of the season.
If you have not already done so, to gain access
to meetings, please register via our website on www.
engagingissues.org.uk, and you will be sent a link before
each meeting.
The first meeting of
the new year, on Tuesday
5th January, welcomes
Caroline Nursey from
the BBC. Caroline has
a wealth of experience
in the media, and leads
the BBC’s international
development charity.
Her topic is ‘Responsible
Media in a Pandemic’,
linking to our previous
meeting on 19th
November, and looking
forward to the next.
On 19th January, David Howard, of this parish, will be
asking: ‘Are we waving or drowning as we struggle to deal
with the pandemic?’ David is a former headteacher and
educational consultant, now active in the community. After
a career spent trying to foster learning, he wonders whether
we will indeed learn anything from these current troubles,
and what we could or should learn as individuals, as a
community, and as a country.

We look forward to seeing you on our screens. Meetings
start at 7.30pm, and you can log-on 15 minutes beforehand.
David Howard
EI Committee
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New Year Resolution

W

e are often urged to make a new year resolution.
How about working out your Carbon
Footprint. Follow this web link https://www.
carbonfootprint.com/calculator.aspx. It’s really easy to do.
With a bit of input from adults, get the grandchildren
involved as well. It’s their future you will be helping. By
clicking on http://electricityinfo.org/real-time-fuel-mixand-carbon-intensity-methodology/ and then click on
Suppliers’ Fuel Mix and Fuel Mix Tables, you can find out
exactly how much CO2 is involved in the generation of your
electricity. Lots of easy to understand graphs. Changing to a
truly Green electricity supplier will in one stroke slash your
carbon footprint, or consider using greener transport, an
e-bike or an electric car or get an air source heat pump! We
are available for advice by phone or through our website.
07528 493181 or www.strettonclimatecare.org.uk
Jon Cooke
Publicity Officer
Stretton Climate Care

Scout Group News

I

t was a case of ‘Hail and farewell’ for the Scout Troop
as it resumed with a face-to-face meeting. This was held
on Rectory Field under the security lights on the rear
of the Group Headquarters after the Troop’s risk assessment
programme had been approved. Unfortunately it was also the
last meeting because three days later the second lockdown
came into force and it was back to virtual activities.
The two Cub Packs and the Beaver Colony are still
awaiting approval of their risk assessments, ready for action
as soon as the lockdown is lifted. In the meantime the
Wednesday pack has managed to carry out bicycle rides
for the Cyclist Badge and a programme where some of the
most popular home activities were the Gardener, First Aid
and Computer Skills Badges. Other activities included rifle
shooting, camping at home and a scheme to recycle crisp
packets!
Group Scout Leader Terry Davies says that £300 has
been spent on personal protection equipment so that anyone
entering the Group headquarters can be masked, gloved,
sprayed and sanitised. He reported that it was with regret
that the European Jamboree, to have been held in Poland
next year, has had to be cancelled. Although the event was
not until July it takes over a year in preparation and Covid
restrictions in the country have prevented these from being
made.
Two members of the 2nd Long Mynd won coveted places
in the Shropshire contingent to the Jamboree and fundraising
had started to assist them. The Group is grateful to those
who contributed, particularly Church Stretton Town Council
and the Rotary Club.
The Group is now hoping that work can begin on the
new toilet and storage block.
Fred Reeve
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A

s my fingers rattle over the keyboard, competitors in
the Vendée Globe round-the-world yacht race have
just passed through the Doldrums and are heading
for more favourable conditions in the South Atlantic. Along
with many other organisations, however, Good Neighbours
continues to be tossed around by the uncertain
conditions that the Covid-19 maelstrom has
caused.
Despite everything that the pandemic has
thrown at us, Good Neighbours continues
to provide a range of services to the local
community.
Mayfair Meals Delivery
Mayfair administers the scheme and prepares the
meals; Good Neighbours volunteers – supported for
the moment by several Mayfair volunteers – deliver the
meals seven days a week, 365 days a year.
Would you be prepared to help with this vital work? If
you can spare two hours a month, do please give us a
call or send us an email. The contact details are shown
below.

Good Neighbours Car Service
For those people who are unable to drive themselves to
medical appointments or for whom public transport
is not a practical option, the Good Neighbours Car
Service may offer a solution.
Destination no object! Whether it is a quick
trip to the local optician, a physio appointment
in Ludlow or an appointment at a hospital
anywhere in the West Midlands, Good
Neighbours can help.
A call to 01694 724242 is all that is required.
A volunteer at the other end of the phone will
find a driver to take you to the appointment,
wait for you, and bring you back.
The cost? We make a small charge to reimburse the
driver’s fuel costs.
Lunch Clubs
The organisers of our three Lunch Clubs are taking a
rest for the moment.
As soon as they can do so safely, they will re-open the
clubs. Watch this space for an announcement!

Contact Good Neighbours on: 01694 724242 or csgoodneighbours@gmail.com

Inspired by Darwin
Art Exhibition
7th January 2021 – 22nd February 2021
‘Survivors?’

T

his exhibition features original paintings,
photographs, poems, and explanatory text on
Charles Darwin’s ground-breaking and worldfamous idea, evolution, and how it came about. Darwin was
a Shropshire man, born at Shrewsbury in 1809. The artist,
Thelma Thompson (who lives in Church Stretton) worked
as a solicitor before becoming a writer and sheep farmer
in South Shropshire. It is hoped the exhibition will inspire
others to consider the life and work of Darwin, the natural
world, conservation, and the role of art in society.
The Shropshire Hills Discovery Centre is operated by
Grow Cook Learn, a registered charity connecting people
to the food, history and landscape of the Shropshire Hills,
providing opportunities to local people and visitors to learn
and discover.
The Discovery Centre, School Road, Craven Arms, is
open seven days a week 10am-5pm. Tel: 01588 676060
www.shropshirehillsdiscoverycentre.co.uk
Subject to current rules for Covid.
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Marion H. Murdoch, M.C.S.P.
Registered with the H.P.C.

PHYSIOTHERAPIST
REFLEX THERAPIST
"Gleneldon", 94 Watling Street South,
Church Stretton, Shropshire SY6 7BH
Tel: (01694) 724152

HILLSIDE PHARMACY
RE

C O ALMAN M S

18 Sandford Avenue
Church Stretton
01694 722799

For all your medicines, toiletries and
photographic requirements

CAROLINE CRUMP
S.R.Ch., D.Pod.M., M.Ch.S.
Dis. Medicine & Medical Science

STATE REGISTERED
CHIROPODIST
Private Consultations
and Home Visits
ESSEX LODGE
FARM LANE
ALL STRETTON
Telephone: 723283

Stretton Focus

January 2021

53

Remarkable Genes

A

n account of an individual life includes biographical
details but also requires an analysis of the context in
which the person developed and later operated. The
life of the subject of this article was not marked by amazing
achievements, he did not become a leading politician or
a wealthy industrialist, in fact the only thing that marks
him out is that he lived a long time. However his life story
provides a vehicle for analysing some of the changes that
affected Little Stretton throughout the 19th and early 20th
centuries.
Thomas Taylor was born in Church Stretton in 1813,
worked as a tailor all his life and was 101 when he died at the
end of 1914. The cause of death was falling down the very
steep stairs at Darrell Cottage, Little Stretton where he had
lived for at least 63 years.

quality riding clothes for the London market. It is possible
that Thomas Taylor and other, non-resident, tailors worked
at Darrell Cottage thereby increasing the workforce to nine.
The suggestion that Thomas worked for John Teague is
reinforced by the fact that Thomas married John’s daughter
Rosamond in 1844 when he was about 31 and she was 19.
Pigot’s Directory of trades in 1844 records John Teague
as a tailor in Little Stretton but he then disappears from the
record as in 1851 Thomas and Rosamond Taylor and their
two sons were the sole occupants of Darrell Cottage. It is
possible that the ‘mini factory’ was still functioning under
John Teague’s management using non-residential staff but
it has not been possible to investigate further owing to the
limitations of the lockdown.
A development that radically changed life for many
communities was the coming of railways. The Shrewsbury
to Ludlow line was opened on 20th
April 1852 and extended to Hereford
over the next 18 months. Further
developments meant that by 1860
Church Stretton and its satellites were
connected to the national system
that enabled relatively cheap, factory
produced goods to become freely
available. The implications for local
producers were devastating and one of
the casualties may have been the longestablished tannery, that had probably
given The Tan House its name. The
business ceased trading in 1867 when
all the equipment and the building
were auctioned. However there are
many examples of communities where
cottage industries survived well into
the twentieth century by producing
specialised products of high quality.
The cutlery industry in Sheffield
and hand weaving communities
in the West Riding that produced
particularly fine velvet cloths are clear
Darrell Cottage (left) and Owl’s Cottage (right) in 2010
examples.
Thomas was clearly blessed with remarkable longevity
If Darrell Cottage’s tailors had produced high quality
genes but so was his father, Richard, who was 98 when he
riding clothes it does not appear that this managed to
died in the spring of 1884. Richard was born in 1786 so
maintain the cottage industry way of working in Little
taking this as a starting point and Thomas’s death as the end
Stretton. In 1881 Thomas Taylor was in his 60s and living at
point, the two lives cover a period from before the start of the Darrell Cottage with Rosamond but the only other occupant
French Revolution to after the outbreak of the First World
was a tailor from Scotland which suggests that imported
War which is remarkable in itself.
factory-made goods were dominant.
Before the Industrial Revolution and the creation of
In the later 1880s Thomas and Rosamond’s daughter
factories producing standardised goods each community met Harriet returned to Little Stretton to join her parents and on
its needs through the work of local producers working from
the 1891 census was recorded as occupying a separate unit
home and this is illustrated by the work of John Teague,
adjacent to Darrell Cottage and, whilst Thomas remained a
tailor of Little Stretton. Darrell Cottage stands next to The
tailor, her employment was described as a ‘general draper’.
Tan House and as the Teague family entry in the 1841 census This raises the possibility that it was in this period that
is adjacent to The Tan House record it is almost certain that
Darrell Cottage was divided to form what is now Owls
the Teague family lived there. As well as the Teague family
Cottage so as to provide accommodation for Harriet. As
and a servant the house accommodated three tailors and two part of this process a draper’s shop was created in the centre
apprentices which gives some credence to an element of Little of the block, the distinctive front of which can still be seen.
Stretton folklore. The unconfirmed story is that at one point This remodelling of the building may well mark the point at
Owls Cottage was part of Darrell Cottage and the entire
which the Taylors changed from being producers of clothes
upper level had been used by nine tailors who produced high to being a retailer of goods made elsewhere. In 1901 Harriet
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was 47, still single and running her drapery business whilst
Thomas, in his late 80s, was still operating from home as a
tailor.
In 1904, after being married for 60 years, a massive
change happened in Thomas’s life when Rosamond died aged
79. However, as they married in July 1844 and Rosamond
died in the last quarter of 1904 the couple had been able to
reach their diamond wedding anniversary.
At some point between 1901 and 1911 Harriet married
John Lewis, a local man born in Church Stretton who
worked as a bricklayer and the couple lived with Thomas in
Darrell Cottage. Harriet ran her drapery business in the shop
and Thomas helped her until his death.
Remarkably, the account of Thomas’s death appeared
in a Canadian newspaper – the Hamilton Daily Times – and
the speed at which news was sent across the Atlantic neatly
shows how the world had ‘shrunk’ during Thomas’s lifetime.
When he was born in 1813 the means of communication
were extremely limited and unpredictable and it was well over
20 years before the Royal Mail and the first national postal
system were created. It was then another 20 years before the
railway system was developed enough to enable next day
deliveries to most parts of the country. However, about the
same time that this level of domestic service was achieved
it was also possible to communicate almost instantaneously
from Britain to North America as the reporting of Thomas’s
death illustrates.
The edition of the Hamilton paper giving details of
Thomas’s death was dated Saturday 16th January 1915 and
was based on the record of the inquest held five days earlier
in Little Stretton on Monday 11th January. Information
about the inquest must have been sent to Canada via the
telegraph cable under the Atlantic as sending mail by ship
to Canada in 1914 took at least six days and much longer in
bad weather, therefore the inquest report would have missed
the publication deadline for the newspaper had it been
posted. In January 1915 Germany had a wireless telegraphy
station based at Nauen, just outside Berlin, that was the only
centre capable of sending radio communications to North
America from Europe but, for obvious reasons, this service
was unavailable. The first trans-Atlantic cable had been laid
in 1858 but proved a failure as did the 1865 replacement
but in 1866 the first reliable cable was laid and was rapidly
followed by ever more sophisticated models until the 1902
cable laid from Canada to New Zealand completed the trans
world communication system.
The Hamilton newspaper article records that Thomas
had three siblings and was survived by a 94 years old sister
but does not give their names so, as my access to research
facilities is limited by the Covid situation, it has not been
possible to follow these leads. The article also states Thomas
was still working at the time of his accident and had recently
made a pair of trousers in the latest fashion, so not only did
he have a long life he stayed physically able and active.
Thomas Taylor’s remarkable genetic inheritance may
have continued through his and Harriet’s siblings, but I think
I have at present gone as far as possible in exploring this
exceptional phenomenon. What I hope has also been shown
is the impact of technological developments and how systems
that had survived for hundreds of years were radically altered
in a few years. Of course, this process is still happening and
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without the internet, producing this article would have been
extremely difficult. Shropshire Library Service’s decision to
make Ancestry and Find My Past available to library users in
their homes during the lockdown has proved invaluable in
producing this article. Furthermore, in normal circumstances,
we are very fortunate in Church Stretton to have such
an excellent library provision with extensive local history
resources and it is essential that our library is maintained. In
addition, Jane and Bernard Ford provided me with transcripts
of all of the Little Stretton censuses from 1841 to 1911
which have proved invaluable and justified the many hours of
tedious transcribing of data from the original documents.
Dr D T Haigh

Anglican Voice

A

New Year – 2021; yet, as we are still in
the season of Christmas, the traditional
twelve days continuing until 6th
January, it is a time of transition and change.
Historically this was always a time of celebration, with
first-footing on New Year’s Eve, a custom practised across
these islands. The first person across the threshold after
midnight was thought to bring good fortune and would bring
a piece of wood or coal and a blessing for the household.
Until the 19th century gifts were exchanged at New Year.
In Scotland they were called ‘hogmanays’, but elsewhere,
children would visit homes, give a blessing and ask for
‘hogmanays’ – a gift of bread or cheese or money.
New Year is a time for looking back and there is no
pretending that the difficulties and trauma of 2020 can’t easily
be laid aside by any of us. We are all changed by what we have
experienced and the knowledge that we are not as in control
of our lives as we thought, may have been a wake-up call for
some.
What is the positive we have gained? Perhaps we know
ourselves better, have discovered what is really important to
us – especially our need for human relationships. Countries
have worked together, so what may they achieve in the future?
We may be more aware of people in need around the world,
and here, we have experienced the love, care and concern of
our neighbours.
New Year is also a time of new beginnings, a time of hope
and looking forward, no more so than this January as we look
forward to the success of the vaccines and discover a new
normal for our lives.
As Christians we have put our trust in the God who
brought a new beginning to the world when that first
Christmas He shared our humanity, and revealed His
kingdom to the hearts and lives of his followers. That amazing
new beginning and new way of life is still available to all.
We have hopes and embryonic plans for the year ahead,
but may we find in 2021 that putting our trust and our lives
into God’s hands brings us true fulfilment.
“I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord,
“plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you
hope and a future”; from The Bible, Jeremiah 29 verse 11.
Revd. Hazel Allen
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Promoting Well Being since 1982

THE Health & Beauty Clinic
Treatments Available:
• Make up for all occasions
• Massage
• Facials
• Manicure/ Pedicure
• Lycon Specialist Waxing
• Lash & Brow tints
• St. Tropez Ultimate Spray Tan
Certified Fitness Instructor
Pam Allsop
The Old Bakehouse, Churchway, Church Stretton
Tel: 01694 723899, Email: pamallsop@churchway.plus.com
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Improvements to All Stretton during Lockdown

D

espite lockdown, All Stretton Village Society has
held regular meetings via Zoom and has continued
to support the village in several ways.

A small task force of villagers led by Steve Butler began
renovating the remaining village benches. Further donations
from Pam Rothery, Steve Baker and Brenda Crosby financed
the purchase of new planters which committee member
Jo Shurmer planted with colourful flowers to brighten our
winter days.
The society has recently established a website: www.
allstrettonvillagesociety.org. This site will advertise future
events, display committee minutes and give information
regarding our role in supporting and representing the
village.
Lastly, thank you to all who supported our lockdown
treasure hunt and to The Yew Tree for donating such a
generous prize.
Caroline Crump, Chair of All Stretton Village Society

All Stretton Village Treasure Hunt
Seated are Malcom and Barbara Forbes, who helped finance a
new bench near the war memorial. The bench is in memory of
Elsie Smith. Standing is Leslie McIntyre, who is president of the
village society
Maintaining and improving village assets is one of
our roles and this autumn saw renovation of our main
noticeboard. This was partly funded by Stretton Focus
Community Awards Scheme and we are very grateful for
their support. We also replaced two of our village benches,
generous donations from the Ross and Forbes families
enabled their purchase and the benches have plaques in
memory of their respective family members.

A second bench was donated in memory of Gwyneth and Ken
Burrows. Seated are Bill and Lynn Ross, their son and daughter
in law. 90-year-old, regular bus user, John Lloyd, is pictured by
the new notice board
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2020

has meant the usually full social calendar
that All Stretton villagers can enjoy has been
greatly reduced. The village society resolved to revive village
activities with a Covid-friendly Treasure Hunt which was
held over the second week in November. A prize of Cream
Tea for two was generously donated by The Yew Tree pub
and the event was a great success with nearly 70 entries.
Feedback was very positive with many people commenting
on how much they had enjoyed it. The Cream Tea was won
by local resident Mrs Lesley McIntyre and we thank The
Yew Tree for their support and thank all who participated,
helping to make the event such an enjoyable week.
Caroline Crump

Pictured are Rosie Faulkner secretary of ASVS, Caroline
Crump chair of ASVS and Angela Medlicott
publican of The Yew Tree
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Quick – and Cheap – Household Tips

W

e’re spending much more time in and around
our homes nowadays that it seemed like a good
time to do a bit of research into unusual and
traditional household tips. Few of us black-lead a fireplace
nowadays, thank goodness, but we don’t always have to bow
to the pressures of advertisements telling us that the latest
chemical is the best and only even though it costs more than
a tasty fish supper. So, here we go, but remember to test
these on an inconspicuous place on your precious things
before going the whole way.
How about this one... are your houseplants dusty? Dust
isn’t good for their health but I’ll bet you didn’t know that
you can use the soft inside of a banana skin as a wipe. The
dust sticks to the skin, coming away cleanly, and the juice is
good for the plant’s health. The leaves will shine, too. Avoid
plants with furry or hairy leaves.
I have a rustic oak wine cabinet that suffered a water
stain when the plant saucer on top of it overflowed. Did
you know you can remove marks on wood furniture using
a walnut? Cut a walnut in half (plenty of those around
at this time of year) and rub the soft, cut surface into the
scratch. Be gentle and keep going. After you’ve rubbed the
nut across the furniture for a while, rub the area with your
fingers. The oil from your skin will help the oils from the
nut soak into the surface of the wood. Repeat if you need
to. Buff gently with a cloth to finish. Pecans, Brazil nuts and
almonds all work fine, too. Take care, though, as French
polishing is a skilled process so check the provenance of
your precious pieces first.
Also for wood, and cheaper than shop-bought polishes,
grab some olive oil (it doesn’t need to be extra-virgin,
any old olive oil will do!) and lemon juice and mix them
thoroughly in a 2:1 ratio. Go over your wood surfaces with
the mixture on a soft cloth and your furniture will shine.
Carpets hold all sorts of household scents, some of them
less wholesome than others. Wet dog springs to mind. As a
quick-fix and until you can clean the carpet properly, pop
a cinnamon stick next to the dust filter in your vacuum
cleaner, and the air that passes over it will come out of the
other end of the machine, leaving a pleasant scent in the
room. Check your vacuum machine first as this trick might
not be possible with some of the more modern ones.
Does your cling film have a life of its own? I’ve lost the
leading edge so many times and the roll ends up tangled and
in a real mess. Try keeping it in the fridge. You should find
the film much easier to unroll when it is cold.
You can keep your salt pot running freely by adding
a few grains of rice to the contents. Rice is amazing at
absorbing moisture, as anyone who’s tried to cook rice with
too little water in the pan – like me! – has discovered.
Lingering smells in the kitchen are common, and
especially if the oven or hood filter haven’t been cleaned for
a while. Cooker hood filters are different shapes and sizes
so there’s probably not much you can do about them except
follow the manufacturer’s recommendations about when to
replace them.
My oven has a self-cleaning facility but it takes hours
and, sometimes, I’ve mistimed it and found that the
programme still has an hour to run when I need to begin
supper! Besides, it’s an expensive process in terms of energy
use. Instead, boil your kettle and pour the boiling water,
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with a few drops of washing up liquid (not too much or
you’ll find your oven full of bubbles) into a deep oven-proof
dish. Place the dish in a hot oven and leave it until the oven
is full of steam. Add a piece of orange and/or lemon peel to
the water for a lovely scent. The steam bathes the interior
of the oven softening grease and debris, making cleaning
easier and helping to avoid the need for harsh chemicals
that can damage surfaces. Take care not to scold or burn
yourself when you open the oven door. Repeat if necessary.
When you’ve finished wiping down the oven interior,
close the door and turn on the oven again, to a medium
heat, and leave it for at least 15 minutes. This will ensure
that everything inside is bone dry. This trick works for
microwaves, too.
This next trick was given to me by an Environmental
Health Inspector when I was running a B&B, and it helps
to cut down the use of disposable dish cloths and sponges
by allowing you to use the old-fashioned knitted cotton
ones until they fall apart! Most of the bacteria in your
kitchen lives on the dish cloth or sponge. Just put wet
cloths/sponges inside the microwave on a high setting for
two minutes and that should be enough to kill the nasties.
Please make sure, however, that you never do this with
a sponge that contains metal, like the ones that have an
attached scouring pad – sparks will really fly or plastic that
might melt. Alternatively, soak sponges, dish cloths and
bath and shower body scrubs in a solution of Milton fluid,
or similar product. Leave them overnight, when you don’t
need them. Not only does this leave them bacteria-free, it
removes stains as well.
I hope you like these tips. If the Focus Editors like them
too, I’ll be back with more in a later issue.
Christine Williams

Trivia Answers
1. Roald Amundsen
2. Adam and Eve
3. Louis XIV
4. Dr David Livingston
5. Superman

Butterfly Quiz Answers
1. Painted Lady;
2. Ringlet;
3. Orange Tip;
4. Gatekeeper;
5. Comma;
6. Holly Blue;
7. Brimstone;
8. Peacock;
9. Small Heath;
10. Grayling

January 2021

Stretton Focus

Occasional Advertisements

Occasional adverts are
not indexed

To place an occasional advertisement, please contact
adverts@strettonfocus.co.uk
Size: 60 x 35mm,
price £7.50 per month

Fragments from the time of the Virus: In Memory of F
Your series about poetry inspired me to write
about my experience volunteering on an NHS
ward over the past six months

First you’re sitting up, chatting, in the ward,
About things people talk about
When they can’t make plans.
Ordering crunchies, scrunchies
Hand cream and tea with two sugars.
Next time you’ve moved to your own room,
You appreciate the sunny side.
Still reading, but now mainly lying down
Halfway through a blockbuster
Your row of books on the windowsill.
Next time
You sleep through my shift
They say you’re nearly gone.
Then all that remains
Is my memory of your
Gentle presence.
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Ben Carter
Landscaping, Grounds,
Property Maintenance
Hedge cutting & reductions
lawn care, mowing, spraying
garden clearance
fencing installation/repairs
shed building/repairs
Mini Digger work
Please call 07891 376638
or 01743 718802
for further information

tidy
garden
for all your gardening
needs
Planting, pruning
mowing, hedging, etc.

Call Bob Rogers
Tel: 01743 244402
or 07981 814518

Integral
Gardens
Borders maintenance
Garden maintenance
Garden restoration
Lawn maintenance
Garden design and soft
landscaping
Flowering plants pruning
Wooden structures
Carlo
01743 344417
07963 991533

KEITH
WARRINGTON
LANDSCAPE
SERVICES
All aspects of garden
maintenance undertaken
Grass cutting, pruning,
hedgecutting, trees, patios,
est control, wasps,
moles, etc

FREE ESTIMATES
Tel: 01694 658060
or 01584 861884
Mob: 07742 945768
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