Stretton

FOCUS
June 2021

Community Voice of the Strettons

£1

This Month
in Focus

STRETTON FOCUS
8
21
10
38
42
38
5
15
5

Arts Festival
Bird Talk by John Arnfield
Callcut Country Clothing
Catholic Voice
Community Led Plan
Coppice Leasowes Walk
Editorial: Graham Ogdon
Evolving History
Focus Vacancy:
Subscriptions Manager
Friends of CS Library
Gardening Club Outings
Gran’s Tips
Hedge Planting
Historic Church Stretton
Is it Genuine?
Letters
Library Update
Life on the Line
Marmaladies
Mayfair Lottery
Mayfair News and Events
Methodist Voice
National Trust Stepping Stones
Pazapa
Quaker Voice, A
Recipe of the Month
Review: Hill and Dale
Rotary Club News
SACWG Bird Surveys
Scout Group News
Scrappies
Stretton Pétanque
Stretton Pool Action Survey
Stretton Steadies Cycle Group
Trivia Answers
Trivia Corner
URC Voice
What’s On/Group Updates
Wildflower Meadow

should be made to the editors by
email at
editor@strettonfocus.co.uk
Please use this address even if you are
contacting an individual editor.
If you do not receive a response within
48 hours please check the address
carefully and send your email again.
If you are unable to use email,
your material may be submitted to
Wrights, Estate Agent,
32 Sandford Avenue,
Church Stretton, SY6 6BW
clearly labelled ‘Stretton Focus’.
These items are collected on the
deadline date.

When are the deadlines?

The deadline for receipt of all
submissions by all methods is
12 NOON on the FIRST
MONDAY OF EACH MONTH
for the following month’s edition.
If the Monday is a Bank Holiday,
the deadline will be
12 NOON on the TUESDAY of
that week.
No submissions will be accepted
after the deadline unless prior
arrangements have been agreed
with the editors.
For the July issue the deadline is
Monday 7th June, at 12 noon.
For the August issue the deadline is
Monday 5th July, at 12 noon.
The July issue will be distributed on
Friday 2nd July

SUBSCRIPTIONS

Photo: Andrew Fusek Peters
(see page 22)

© 2021 Stretton Focus Limited
Registration No. 06237590 Inc in England
Registered Office: 8 High Street,
Church Stretton, SY6 6BU
ISSN 1479–7356

41
12
50
21
28
34
6
30
51
24
27
26
30
18
24
24
11
22
33
42
7
27
7
36
5
36
16
16
3
12

Great spotted woodpecker
flying the nest

Founded 1967
Average monthly sales 1,463 copies
(About 63% of dwellings in Church Stretton)
Chairman
Barrie Raynor 723928
Editors (editor@strettonfocus.co.uk)
Graham Ogdon
Patricia Thomas
Sandra Davies (Events Diary)
David Lyons
Janet Du Cros
In-house Journalist
Christine Williams
Cover Editor
Geoff Taylor 723301
Design and Layout
Barrie Raynor 723928
Rowland Jackson 722390
Ian Dormor 723456
Graham Cossins
Proof Readers
Christine Hartshorne
Catherine Macartney
Bronwen Taylor
Subscriptions and Distribution
Chrys Bonds 724184
Clare Lovelock 722865
Advertising (Business)
Ian Midgley 722938
Finance Director
Richard Fillenham 723119
Secretary
Chris Moores 722940
Directors
Barrie Raynor (Chairman), Richard Fillenham
(Deputy Chairman), Tom Beaumont,
Sandra Davies, Sandie Johnson,
Chris Moores, Geoff Taylor
Advertisements (Business)
Rates for block and occasional business
advertisements may be obtained from the
Advertising Manager, Ian Midgley,
24 Oaks Road, Church Stretton, SY6 7AX, or
email to adverts@strettonfocus.co.uk
to whom copy should be sent.
The Stretton Focus Management
Board cannot accept responsibility for any
product or service advertised. Acceptance of
an advertisement does not imply any form of
approval or recommendation. Advertisers are
required to comply with the British Code of
Advertising Practice.
Disclaimer
Stretton Focus prints a wide range
of articles and letters. The views expressed
in these are those of their authors and not
necessarily those of the Management Board.
The Editors exercise their right to edit any
articles, letters etc submitted for publication
at their discretion without consulting the
author.
Outlets
Stretton Focus may be purchased
by annual subscription (delivered) or directly
from Sandford Hardware (Sandford Avenue),
Co-op, Family Shopper, Church Stretton
Library, Mayfair and the Churches.

SUBMISSION
OF ARTICLES AND
PHOTOGRAPHS FOR
PUBLICATION

Focus can be purchased by
subscription and delivered to your
door for £10 per year.
If you wish to use this facility, please
phone the Subscriptions Manager on
01694 724184 or 722865 or email
focussubscription@hotmail.com

COMMUNITY AWARDS

Focus has a scheme whereby clubs,
societies, organisations and individuals
can apply for a grant up to a maximum
of £1,000 for projects which have a
direct benefit to the community of the
Strettons. For details and an application
form, please see the Focus website
www.strettonfocus.co.uk

Printed by WPG, Welshpool

2

June 2021

Stretton Focus

What’s On in the Strettons in June
If you wish to make contact with societies and groups, please see the list in the yellow pages
21st June is the earliest date for Step 4 of the government’s ‘roadmap out of lockdown’. It is hoped that all legal limits of social contact will be
lifted and remaining premises will be able to open. The government hopes to be able to lift Step 3 restrictions on large events.
Please continue to check websites or contact event/group organisers to get the latest updates.

9 Wednesday

Every Thursday and Friday
Christian Meditation

Experience the ancient practice of Christian
Meditation (contemplative prayer) in a small
safe group.
At the moment, we meet online only.
Please contact John Dennison 722599 or
1johndennison@gmail.com
Thursday: 8pm for 8.15pm start
Friday: 2pm for 2.15pm start

Every Tuesday

Yoga Class at SHI (term-time only)

£8 per session. Open to all. There is plenty of
room in the hall.
Call David Hedge: 07870 936889
1-2.30pm SHI

Every Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday
Walking for Health

Leaving from outside the HWBC. Small groups
only so if you are interested, please contact
Mayfair.
Tuesday/Thursday 10.30am
Wednesday 10.30/11am

Second Thursday

Marmaladies WI Virtual Meeting

We meet once a month on the second
Thursday of the month. Currently we are
using Zoom so please contact the secretary:
carol.greswell@gmail.com
or via the Marmaladies Facebook page to
get an invitation to join the Zoom meeting.
In September we hope to be back at Mayfair
having face to face meetings, with the first
one being basket weaving.
8pm via Zoom

SWT Coppice Leasowes Walk

Led by members of SACWG’s local Botanical
Survey Team.
Meet at the gate entrance to Coppice
Leasowes East where Watling
Street North meets Helmeth Road. Parking
is very limited. For further information and
booking your place please contact Janet
Martin on 722361 or email jmartin1947@
btinternet.com.
Members £3, non-members £4
5:50pm for a 6pm start

10 Thursday

Friends of CS Library Talk (via Zoom)

Dr John Arnfield: ‘Attracting birds to your
garden’.
To book a place, please email
churchstrettonlibrary@outlook.com
7.30-8.30pm via Zoom

24 Thursday

Volunteer Work at Rectory Wood/Field

Small group session for repair and
maintenance tasks. Volunteers are welcome
to stay for as long as they can. Just bring
suitable outdoor clothing/footwear and
refreshments. Tools and training provided.
Contact Becky Gwilliam at CS Town Council
(amenities@churchstretton-tc.gov.uk)
10am start

What’s On in Early July
Shropshire Hills Shuttle Bus Service

The service will operate on weekends and
August Bank Holiday Monday, from Sat 3rd
July until Sunday 26th September.
For more Shuttle Bus information, including
timetable and route map, ticket prices,
suggested walks etc, please visit: www.
shropshirehillsshuttles.co.uk

Group and Venue Updates
CS Bridge Club

Closed until further notice. Please check the
website for information:
www.bridgewebs.com/churchstretton

CS Croquet Club

We welcome anyone who would want to try
the sport. We have Tuesday ‘Club afternoons’,
competitive events and a busy social diary
too!
Contact: Fane Conant, Club Secretary, on
722610 or email fanesue@aol.com

CS Gardening Club

We are pleased to be able to offer you three
garden outings over the summer. Please see
the garden club article for more information.
Take care and stay safe. Contact: 723648

CS Leisure Centre

Please check with the Leisure Centre
regarding any sessions that may now be
taking place. Please ring 720051
https://shropshire.gov.uk/leisure-services/
find-a-leisure-centre/church-stretton/

CS Library

Our opening times are: Tuesdays, Thursdays,
Fridays: 10am-4pm (closed between 12pm
and 1pm)
Saturdays: 10am-1pm
Telephone: 722535 or email us
Churchstretton.library@shropshire.gov.uk

CS School Theatre

The School Theatre remains closed to the
general public and will re-open when it is
safe to do so.

CS Stroke Support Group

With regret our meetings are cancelled for
the time being but for any information ring
Jane 01694 658027 or Hilary 01694 723419

Stretton Focus
Website

www.strettonfocus.co.uk
Stretton Focus
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What’s On continued
CS Town Council

The Council can be contacted on 722113 or via
email: reception@churchstretton-tc.gov.uk
The Council is updating information
continuously on its website:
www.churchstretton-tc.gov.uk

Hope Bowdler Handbell Ringers
No meetings until further notice.
Contact Ruth Jenkins: 724919

Knit and Natter at Berry’s

Meetings at Berry’s are suspended until
safe social distancing can be assured.
Please contact Liz Strachan for the latest
information: 07971 289273 or lizmegroup@
gmail.com

Ley Gardens

Community events suspended until further
notice. This includes:
• Joy Yoga/Joy Yoga Flow
• Knit and Natter
• Thursday Lunch Club

Long Mynd Camera Club

For details of the camera club’s online
lockdown programme, including
competitions, visit the website:
https://www.longmyndcameraclub.com/
programme

Marches Independent Photography (MIP)
Meetings currently suspended but keep
checking website for future meetings:
mip.photium.com

Mayfair/Health & Wellbeing Centre

Please see website for events and classes
open to the public. We offer our ‘Mayfair
Meals’ hot meal delivery service 365 days a
year.
Telephone: 01694 722077
Website: www.mayfaircentre.org.uk

Mayfair Lunch Club

We’ll be continuing to take lunch bookings for
Mondays and Wednesdays throughout June.
A Mayfair home-cooked main and pudding
with tea or coffee costs £10. Reservations
should be made in advance and the rule of
six/maximum of two households will continue
to apply until at least 21st June.
To make a booking, phone Mayfair reception
on 722077

Mayfair Dance Classes via Zoom

Popular classes led by Angela Ellis.
Eastern Mystique: A fusion of traditional belly
dance movements and other dance styles.
Tuesdays 6.30-7.30pm
Angela’s Just Dance: Dance to a variety of
music while you improve core muscles and
balance. Wednesdays 7-8pm
To book classes or for more information,
please contact Angela at angieboogieellis@
gmail.com

Mayfair Yoga Classes via Zoom

With Mary Reilly. Open to those with previous
experience of yoga.
Monday 8.30-9.30am and 7.30-8.30pm
These are mat-based sessions
Wednesdays 8-9pm: chair-based, with focus
on breath work and relaxation.
mary.reilly@mayfaircentre.org.uk

National Trust: Carding Mill Valley

CMV car park is open but has limited spaces.
Toilets are open 9.30am-4.30pm. Takeaway
options available from the café. Card
payments only. No events planned at present.
Do check the website for volunteering
opportunities:
www.nationaltrust.org.uk/carding-mill-valleyand-the-long-mynd

Parish Centre, St Laurence’s

Closed until further notice for any purpose
except for the Food Bank.
This affects WO listings:
• C.A.M.E.O. meetings
• Messy Church
• Mothers’ Union meetings
• Southern Cross Line Dance Class
• U3A Singing for Pleasure Group
Do check the website for updates:
www.strettonparish.org.uk

RSPB South Shropshire Local Group

There will be no RSPB events until further
notice. Please check website:
www.rspbsouthshropshire.co.uk

Scrappies

We are enjoying being back and seeing our
customers and friends. Keep up to date
through Facebook with all our new resources
and latest updates! Email: info@scrappies.org
Website: www.scrappies.org

Silvester Horne Institute

The SHI is closed to the public until further
notice. Website for updates:
www.silvesterhorneevents.co.uk

Shropshire Ornithological Society

Due to Covid restrictions, the Church
Stretton branch of Shropshire Ornithological
Society has cancelled all indoor meetings
until October 2021. Please check website:
strettonsos.wordpress.com

Shropshire Wildlife Trust Strettons Branch
No indoor meetings planned at present.
However, there is a series of wildlife talks
that you can enjoy at home on the group’s
YouTube channel: www.youtube.com/c/
ShropshireWildlifeTrust

Stretton Cancer Care Support Group

Meetings regretfully cancelled until further
notice. However committee members are very
willing to listen and offer support. Contact
numbers:
Lesley McIntyre 01694 723427
Rosemary Willietts 01694 722112

Stretton Climate Care Energy Advice

There are no planned events at present but
we can be reached by phone on 07528 493181
or by email:
info@strettonclimatecare.org.uk

Tuesday Club

Closed until further notice.
Contact: Joy: 723687

Key to Abbreviations/Addresses:
CMV – Carding Mill Valley
CS – Church Stretton
CS Library – Church Street, SY6 6DQ Tel:
722535
CS School – Shrewsbury Rd, SY6 6EX
Tel: 722209
St. Laurence’s Church/CS Parish Centre –
Church St, SY6 6DQ
Mayfair – Mayfair Community Centre,
Easthope Rd, SY6 6BL. Tel: 722077
HWBC – Health and Well Being Centre, next
to Mayfair, SY6 6BL
Methodist Church – Watling St South, SY6
7BG
SHI – Silvester Horne Institute,
High St, SY6 6BY. Tel: c/o CS Town Council
Office 722113
URC – United Reformed Church, High St, SY6
6BY
VH – Village Hall
Contact Numbers – only numbers OUTSIDE
the CS dialling code area (01694) will include
the full number.

For the latest community updates, consider subscribing to the excellent free community messaging service by Rob/Sue Hill:
communitymessaging@scrappies.org
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June Editorial

I

t’s very difficult to make predictions in a magazine
that arrives on your doormat or in one of our outlets a
month after we editors have finished with it. Regular
readers may remember the farcical situation
last year when, in one of our biggest ever
issues, the vast majority of activities scheduled
or trailed did not go ahead. It was edited
before the 23rd March lockdown and
published after, with the result that the whole
thing was one big April fool. I remember the
sense of embarrassment with which I wrote a
hurried pre-publication supplementary insert
confessing that what you were about to read
was a work of fiction.
So is it safe to say that we’ll return to
something like normal this month? Perhaps,
and if so, hooray!... I think. As a die-hard
curmudgeon, I should be one of the last to
proclaim joy at release, but even I can see the pleasure in
the odd holiday and pint inside a pub, even if the glass is
bound to become half empty occasionally. And after all, our
businesses just desperately need our help.
How strange it is to be longing for normality! How
often in the past have our humdrum lives led us to yearn for
something special or unusual to happen? Well, we’ve had
that wish granted over the last year, with a vengeance.
This month, then, we’re at last seeing the tentative
return of things we always took for granted, and what we
took for granted now sports a celebratory tinge.
The Arts Festival is back! Slimmed down, yes, but back!
Page 8 gives details.
The outdoor habit, however, will not go away, I’m
glad to say, and nature is very much the star this month.
Walks, nature talks, gardening, species counts, projects

like the National Trust Stepping Stones and shuttle buses
to take you into the hills (page 18). Most of all, we are
championing the unrivalled nature photography of Andrew
Fusek Peters, as you can see from our
incredible cover photograph and a review,
by our own Geoff Taylor, of Andrew’s book,
Hill & Dale – My Shropshire Year, with more
breath-taking examples (page 22). Trust me,
you’ll revise your view of those lovely little
goldfinches!
As we leave lockdown behind (for a while
at least), Focus will be faced with some tricky
decisions springing from the happy situation
of an increasing quantity of material.
We have had some wonderful personal,
reflective pieces submitted to us as prose and
poetry which we would not have missed for
anything. But events will return, and there
may well be a competition for space in future magazines.
Our aim is to reduce the space used by events already
in What’s On, and any poster that simply repeats details in
a What’s On entry may be vulnerable to the blue pencil if
space is very tight. On the other hand, the space for poetry
and other creative work may be challenged. We will try not
to make that so, since it has been the greatest pleasure to
publish every extended feature, reflective piece or poem that
has been submitted, with very few exceptions. Nevertheless,
we crave your patience as we go through the selective
process in the face of what will be (we hope!) an increased
volume of material.
Happiness is a full magazine, so keep sending, and keep
reading.
Graham Ogdon
Co-Editor, Stretton Focus

Stretton Steadies Cycle Group
A newly formed group will be organising rides in the area at a steady, sociable pace for those who want to enjoy the
scenery in like-minded company, without racing. Look out for an article in July’s Focus.
For more information, contact Clive and Fiona at strettonsteadies@gmail.com

Vacancy for Subscription Manager
Applications are invited for the position of Subscription Manager. The job entails
receiving the annual subscriptions collected by the distributors, recording and
banking them, periodically updating the list of subscribers and liaising with the
printers. The subscription information is recorded on an Excel spread sheet, so it is essential the applicant is confident
in using Excel. You would work closely with Chrys Bonds, the Distribution Manager. The work is home-based and does
not involve collecting individual subscriptions. If you are interested in supporting Stretton Focus in this key position,
please contact the chairman, Barrie Raynor, by email: raynor@greengates.org.uk

Stretton Focus
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A

s I write this, May is now here, one of the most
beautiful months of the year, with blossoms, flowers
and birdsong reminding us all how exquisitely
beautiful the natural world is. However, we might also think
how fragile, and how threatened it now is. I watched, as
I hope did many, the recent programmes on BBC1 about
climate change, one series presented by Ade Adepitan, and
the other by Greta Thunberg. Both were impressive in
showing the awful extent of the damage being caused by
climate change, and the consequent environmental damage.
Hopefully, this matter is coming up on more and more
people’s agendas.
On a small scale here in Church Stretton, perhaps we
can use the opportunity of improving the park to find some
space there for a natural area of grass with wildflowers,
and maybe also a fountain to help provide water for birds
and for amphibians. The groundsmen do a very good job,
but can we also scale back the cutting of verges locally save
where absolutely necessary for vision, and so provide more
wild areas, and use less fuel?
And can all of us please do a personal climate and
conservation audit? There really is no time to be lost.
Thelma Thompson
Town Council’s Financial Management
n the May edition of Stretton Focus, Andy Munro set out
criticisms of the Town Council’s financial management,
picking up on issues noted by the Council’s Internal
Auditor. Town Councillors had acknowledged those
findings.
It was, in fact, the new Responsible Finance Officer,
coming in to post in September 2019, who, as a qualified
accountant, identified that the accounting systems needed
to be reconfigured to ensure that Councillors had a better
understanding of the Council’s financial affairs. Her
judgement was endorsed by the new Internal Auditor, who
was appointed by the Council at the same time, following
the retirement of his long-term predecessor.
The Internal Auditor provided comprehensive advice
and endorsement to the changes needed to ensure that
Councillors exercise proper oversight of all financial
transactions. In particular, he recommended that
specialist consultancy advice be sought in relation to the
complex issues associated with the Council’s VAT reclaim
entitlements in respect of the three Charities for which it is
responsible.
This is because the Council has, in the past, sought
clarification on these issues from Revenue and Customs
(HMRC) but without response. The Council duly
instructed two specialist VAT consultancy firms. As a result
of their advice, the Council will repay £12,000 which it had
previously claimed and has already made changes to ensure
there is clarity and transparency in its future transactions,
which are entitled to VAT refunds. The Council has not
incurred any financial penalty and there has been no net loss
of revenue to the Council.

I
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The Council has a record of always complying with
the requirements of both Internal and External Audits.
Accordingly, at an Extraordinary Council Meeting on 2nd
March, Councillors unanimously agreed to implement all of
the requirements of both Internal and External Auditors and
to set in train the necessary remedial work.
Some immediate actions, such as the increase in the
fidelity insurance cover, had already been implemented.
A Councillor Task Group had previously identified that
the Council needed to undertake more work to be fully
compliant with requirements of Data Protection (GDPR),
and the Government Digital Service (GDS). Following
the Extraordinary Council meeting, a second Councillor
Task Group was charged with cataloguing the full range of
Councillor responsibilities and making recommendations
on how compliance can be more effectively monitored.
Going forward, this work will, in future, inform the
induction of all Councillors taking office.
Conscious that the pandemic will have imposed
financial pressures on some constituents, Councillors have
deliberately not requested any increase in local council
tax for the financial year 2021/22. Budget Look Forward
for the year is outlined on the Council’s website www.
churchstretton-tc.gov.uk.
It has been challenging to address these issues because
it has coincided not only with the pandemic restrictions
requiring all meetings to be held remotely but also by
the fact that it has come at a time when Council staffing
has been significantly depleted, mostly because of long
term ill-health. This unavoidably means that it is taking
longer to complete such exercises as the updating of the
Asset Register. Both the Internal and External Auditors
have accepted that it will take time for such work to be
completed by the new incoming Town Clerk and other
replacement staff.
Satisfied that there is no evidence of wrongdoing,
the External Auditor has now responded to the resident
complainant that the matters have been investigated and
that no further action will be taken.
The outgoing Council wishes the newly installed
Council well in taking forward the required work and
in continuing to serve the needs of the Church Stretton
community.
Cllr. Bob Welch
Apology from the Editors
In a letter from a contributor to last month’s Focus,
the name of an individual Town Councillor was
inadvertently mentioned. We had intended to remove it,
but unfortunately failed to do so. We extend our sincere
apologies to Councillor Luff and the Town Council for
this oversight.
Editor
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Scout Group News

A

ction at last.
The week after
the Easter
holidays scouting
nationally was given
the go-ahead to
resume meetings
under strict Covid
conditions and the
2nd Longmynd took
Terry Davies and Beaver Leader Lena full advantage.
Meeting on a
Roberts checks everyone’s temperature
Monday,
the Beaver
as they arrive
Colony met indoors
while the Scout Troop and the Explorer Unit held widely
separated meetings on Rectory Field. It was evident that
everyone thoroughly
enjoyed them, and
it was a relief for the
Scouters to be back in
action.
The Tuesday Cub
Scout Pack held an
equally successful
meeting while the
Wednesday Pack
elected to finish a
virtual programme
Scout Leader Neil Crumpton starts off
it had started and
a socially-distanced race for the Troop
to go outdoors the
following week.

Cub Leader Jane Wrench shows the Tuesday Pack how to
socially distance
Group Scout Leader Terry Davies was full of praise
for the Leaders. “For over a year, week after week, they’ve
come up with virtual programmes to keep their members
interested,” he said. “That’s much more difficult than
planning a live meeting. I’m extremely proud of them. They
are the best bunch of Leaders you could ask for.”
The cherry on the cake was that work was able to be
started on the new storage and toilet block.
Fred Reeve

Stretton Focus
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Pétanque???
Stretton Pétanque – Fun for all ages.
A new group is being formed to play Pétanque (a form of
Boules) in town.
Contact John on 01694 751245 or Ken on 01694 328514
All equipment will be provided.

W

hen I tell people that we want to introduce
Pétanque to Church Stretton, many of them
look at me blankly and say, “What’s that?” I tell
them that they have probably seen it many times, on TV or
film, or when they visited France. Many then recognise it
as French Boules. One lady in particular told me that she
played it in France, and really enjoyed it. “I was quite good
at it,” she said. “I would love to play it here in town.”
So what about Pétanque? The current game was
developed around 1907-1910 by a gentleman who lived
in a small town near Marseilles and suffered from severe
rheumatism. The game is an offshoot or variant of Jeu
Provençal, where a run-up before launching the boule was
required. The gentleman in question could no longer run
before throwing a boule. Hence the game of today.
The original
Boules game dates
back to ancient
Greece and was
widely played
in Rome and
Egypt during the
Middle Ages. In
the 20th Century
Pétanque featured
in the All-Africa
games hosted by the Republic of Congo. Today, most of the
national federations arrive from various countries, such as
France, Germany, Spain, England and many others.
Pétanque (a version of Boules, Bocce), is more
commonly played in teams of three where each player has
two boules. In doubles, each player has three boules, and
singles have four. In each game the player that goes first
will obviously have the best boule, and the opposition must
play until they have the best boule (nearest), before the
first player and their team can try to get back the winning
boule (nearest). Each new game continues until a team or
individual reaches 13 points, and they will be deemed the
winner(s).
The game is perfect for Church Stretton, as anyone of
any age and gender could play the game, if only for fun in
back gardens during a barbecue. Challenge the neighbours
or friends! Why not?
The local group promoting the game, with the help of
those interested, will make a set of rules to suit our town
in the areas agreed if a competition is arranged. So come
on, give it a go! You will probably enjoy the experience. A
number of locals have already put themselves forward.
At this present time, public areas are being sought, in the
Valley, in the parks, at clubs and pubs in the town. We hope
to launch the game as soon as possible. Look out for the start
dates. Give us a call! John 01694 751245, or Ken 01694
328514.
Ken Willis

7

The Arts Festival Returns!

W

hat a year it’s been – apart from all the other
issues life has thrown at us we’ve also been
starved of live culture and entertainment!! The
Church Stretton Arts Festival Committee is thrilled to be
able to address that this summer, especially after the bitter
disappointment of having to cancel last year’s festival.
Due to uncertainties regarding what restrictions may
or may not be in place by the end of July, we’re having a
complete departure from our normal events and will be
hosting three fabulous outdoor performances on Rectory
Field in Church Stretton. We’ve booked the venue, the
performers and hopefully the weather (fingers crossed) and
are really excited at what we have lined up. What better way
to spend a warm, balmy summer’s afternoon or evening
than having a picnic before the performance starts, sipping
a beverage or two whilst it’s on (bring your own this year),
and soaking up the atmosphere, music and entertainment?
Please bring your own fold-up chair or picnic rug and be
assured that if any social distancing restrictions are in place
we will ensure they are adhered to – all you have to do is
purchase your ticket, sit back and enjoy yourself.
As well as the exciting outdoor performances, we are
also pleased to still be able to offer the ever-popular free
coffee concerts organised by Richard Walker. They will
take place during the week commencing 26th July, with
local musicians bringing us a variety of music. Three organ
recitals will be performed at various churches in the area
throughout the week commencing 2nd August. Full details
including dates, venues and performers will appear in next
month’s edition of Focus.
Tickets for the outdoor events will be available
from Monday 14th June and details of how they can be
purchased will be on our website, www.strettonfestival.
org.uk, at the beginning of June. Alternatively, telephone
bookings can be made via the ticket office on 0333 666
3366 (please note a telephone booking office fee applies).
Early booking to avoid disappointment is strongly
recommended. Even though we have booked warm, balmy,
dry days the performances will go ahead in all but the very
worst weather so do dress appropriately.
If you have any questions about the performances,
including access arrangements, head over to our website,
email info@strettonfestival.org.uk or telephone 07876
206405, where a member of the Festival Committee will be
more than happy to answer any queries you may have.
We are so looking forward to seeing many of the
Festival’s friends and stalwarts again this year and also
welcoming newcomers to what we feel will be fantastic
not-to-be-missed performances. Our thanks go to everyone
who has shown us support and encouragement during this
difficult time and proved that Church Stretton Arts Festival
is considered a vital part of our community.
Kath Stephenson & Gloria Partridge
Festival Committee
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Saturday 31st July at 7pm
HMS Pinafore performed by
the outdoor theatre company
Illyria. This will be an
imaginative production of this
comic opera, cheerfully telling
a story of love and patriotism
with a suitably happy ending.
Illyria is an internationally
acclaimed company and
Gilbert and Sullivan’s HMS
Pinafore is refreshingly quirky
and original, performed in
a fast and furious style, with
a reduced cast and beautiful
nautical set. Ticket price is
£18 for adults and £9 for children/students.
Sunday 1st August at 4pm

Kabantu are a Manchester-based collective of superb,
classically trained musicians with a unique genre-defying
style. Mixing folk, jazz and classical, they embrace music
from all over the globe and display sheer joy in performing
as they play, sing and improvise. Following their highly
successful appearance at the 2017 Festival we expect a lively,
exciting and entertaining performance. Ticket price is £18
for adults and £9 for children/students.
Tuesday 3rd August at 2pm
Boxtree Productions present
their own fun version of Lewis
Carroll’s Alice in Wonderland.
It promises to be a musical
extravaganza with big, larger
than life characters, full of
pace and energy with original
songs. This will be a treat
for the whole family and a
hugely enjoyable handling
of the Lewis Carroll classic!
Ticket price is £15 for adults,
£9.50 for children/students,
or £42 for a family ticket
consisting of two adults and
two children or one adult and
three children.
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Promoting Well Being since 1982

THE Health & Beauty Clinic
Treatments Available:
• Make up for all occasions
• Massage
• Facials
• Manicure/ Pedicure
• Lycon Specialist Waxing
• Lash & Brow tints
• St. Tropez Ultimate Spray Tan
Certiﬁed Fitness Instructor

Pam Allsop
The Old Bakehouse, Churchway, Church Stretton
Tel: 01694 723899, Email: pamallsop@churchway.plus.com
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From Racing to Retail – a Young Entrepreneur

New Business in the Strettons: Callcut Country Clothing

F

or those of us who live in the Strettons it’s easy to
forget that high streets everywhere in the UK are
experiencing significant downturns as the retail
landscape changes under the onslaught of changing
economic times and the impact of internet shopping habits.
Even the largest and oldest of our retailers are closing stores,
going out of business entirely or moving to exclusively
online trading.
Here in Church Stretton we appear to be bucking the
trend, although even here some retail sectors are finding it
ever harder to retain their market share and profit margins.
However, empty premises are filled with new businesses
almost as soon as leases can be signed.
One such new business is Callcut Country Clothing
run by Cerys Callcut, a 21 year old entrepreneur who lives
in Felhampton, just outside Church Stretton. Cerys says
“I’m originally from Cornwall and my family moved to
Shropshire in 2011. I began at Church Stretton School
in September that year, and although I found academic
subjects a challenge I enjoyed PE and Design Technology.”
There is a six year gap between Cerys and her older
sister, Rhian, and they grew up with a shared love of horse
riding until Rhian left the family nest to go to university.
After completing school, Cerys studied Level 3 Extended
Diploma in Horsemanship at Reaseheath College, near
Nantwich. In 2018 and fresh out of education, Cerys landed
her first full time job at Henry Daly’s racing yard in Ludlow.
For those of you who don’t follow National Hunt Rules horse
racing, Henry Daly has been training racehorses at Downton
Hall (no, not that Downton) since 1998. Since then he’s
trained over 600 winners, including at the Cheltenham
Festival. No mean feat in this ultra-competitive sport.
“I really enjoyed working there,” says Cerys, “I learned
a lot about racing. Taking the horses I looked after to
racecourses up and down the country to watch them race
was definitely the most fulfilling thing about the job,
especially when they won. Riding out every day up on the
gallops was a big part of the job I loved.”

Cerys then moved on to working on a dairy farm when
she was 18, around three years ago, at Stanton Long, which
is between Church Stretton and Bridgnorth. Cerys says,
“Even now I can’t seem to leave it entirely as I really enjoy it
and dairy farming has become a particular interest of mine.”
So why clothing retail now, I asked? Cerys explained,
“Retail isn’t something I particularly set out to do as a
career; I just really want my own business, something I can
look at and say, ‘I made that happen’, My mum encouraged
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me to make the jump as she said life is too short not to take
risks, so I thought I should just get on with things and try
to make a name for myself.”
Friends and family members pitched in with help to
paint the shop, build display units and generally prepare the
business, which trades from a shop on Shrewsbury Road
across from the Old Coppers Malthouse, for its new life.
Cerys’ love of horse racing and country life shows in her
business, where she retails quality clothing and accessories
for country living.

Things didn’t quite work out as planned, however,
as Callcut Country Clothing was forced to close for the
duration of the lockdown after it had been open for only a
few short weeks.
Many would have been in despair, but Cerys decided to
apply for jobs that would help her financially until she could
begin trading again. She quickly found a six-month contract
on a farm near Westbury, calf rearing for a herd of 500
Jersey and Jersey Cross cows. It’s been a challenging year for
almost everyone in business. Cerys explained that she has
always been a realist and that the next year will be touch and
go. She is determined, however, to give it her best shot and
work hard to ensure her fledgling business succeeds.
She says “I’m a firm believer that if it’s meant to be it
will be. There have been a lot of knock-backs that people
don’t see through the shop window and they have been the
hardest to deal with, especially when you feel like giving up.
I’m really happy with the local support that’s been given by
Stretton people, and I was overwhelmed with the support I
got from other local shop owners, which was amazing.”
New businesses are notoriously fragile, and many don’t
survive their first year or two, but good market research
can help to improve longevity, as Cerys knows. She spoke
to retailers at the Cheltenham Festival, where hundreds of
traders take advantage of the concentrated presence of tens
of thousands of people with country lifestyles, racing fans,
owners and trainers – at least in normal years. They were
generous with their advice and Cerys made many useful
contacts.
These past months have shown that Stretton people
know how to nurture their local businesses. Callcut
Country Clothing has joined their ranks at an especially
difficult time, and Cerys will need the support of her family,
of Stretton residents, our visitor economy and her own
dedication in order to succeed. We wish her well.
Christine Williams,
Co-editor, Stretton Focus
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Recipe of the Month
Porky picnic loaf

C

ontinuing from last month’s stripped back tart
recipe I now bring you a picnic loaf – think gala pie
without the pastry. For this recipe I used a pack of
pork sausage meat, bought locally of course. You could use
your favourite sausages and simply strip the meat from their
skins. The additions are as usual very flexible depending
on what you have to hand or what is seasonal. Simply add
anything that would benefit from extra cooking to the
frying pan with the onions to give it a kick start.
Having removed the pastry I felt that a little something
might help when eating this alfresco on a picnic and so
the cheese outer layer was born. Please don’t think I have a
downer on pastry. I do love a bit of pastry but sometimes
it’s good to save a little effort. Of course, you could
always include a pastry case to yours, maybe omitting
the Emmental cheese outer layer or adding a little grated
cheddar to the mix instead.
Ingredients
3 eggs
1 tsp olive oil
1 onion – finely chopped
1 leek or a few spring onions – chopped
400 – 500g pork sausage meat or equivalent in sausages
Herbs of choice (optional)
Black pudding roughly chopped – or could use bacon
1 tomato – chopped
1 tsp mustard powder or tbsp wholegrain/Dijon mustard
30g breadcrumbs
3-4 slices Emmental cheese
1 tomato – sliced
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Method
Preheat oven to 200°C, 180° Fan, Gas 6.
Line a 2lb loaf tin with parchment paper.
Simmer eggs in boiling water for 3-4 minutes, drain and
run under cold water. Cool, then peel carefully (they
will still be soft).
Fry onion and leeks in oil with some seasoning until
soft – about 5 minutes.
In a large bowl mix sausage meat, herbs, black pudding,
chopped tomato, mustard and breadcrumbs, then
season and add the onion/leek mixture.
Line base of tin with half of the Emmental cheese,
bringing the slices up the sides of the tin.
Press half of the sausage mixture into bottom of tin
making a shallow groove down the centre.
Place the eggs end to end in the groove and carefully
press the remaining sausage mixture on top taking care
to completely cover the eggs.
Lay remaining cheese on top and then add a layer of
sliced tomatoes down the centre.
Bake for about 55 mins or until golden brown and
bubbling. Cover loosely with foil if browning too much.
Serve hot or cold. This is very well behaved wrapped for
a picnic.
I’m thinking of upping the veg in my next version to
include some courgette and maybe some pre-cooked carrots.
Either way, I think any additions of this nature should
be chopped rather than sliced to aid the cutting of your
finished loaf.
Heidi
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The Collared Dove ate my Wildflower Meadow

seemed to have acquired a lot of seeds, some in old envelopes
collected by me, some in their seed packets. There were pot
marigolds (Calendula officinalis), a couple of packets labelled
‘Birds and Bees Mix’, field poppies (Papaver rhoeas), common
valerian (Valeriana officinalis), corn marigold (Chrysanthemum
segetum), corncockle (Agrostemma githago), wild carrot (Daucus
carota), cow parsley (Anthriscus sylvestris), columbines (Aquilegia
vulgaris and others), Lychnis viscaria and cornflowers (Centaurea
cyanus). There was a little cheating. I included evening primrose
(Oenothera biennis), white snakeroot (Ageratina altissima) and
Californian poppy (Eschscholzia california) which all come from
North America; giant scabious (Cephalaria gigantica) which
comes from southern Europe; and beyond and cosmos (Cosmos
bipinnatus) which comes from Central America
I was a little perplexed at what to do with them but I did
have a large, rectangular, empty bed, newly cut out of the
lawn by my partner. If I mixed all the
seeds in a bowl, I reasoned to myself,
and sowed them broadcast over the
soil, it would be interesting to see
how they came up. So a couple of
weeks ago the seeds were scattered.
We had acquired a simple soft fruit
cage a while before and had erected
the frame but not put on the bird
netting. The bird netting, we decided,
could be used as a temporary cover
for the seeds before being needed to
protect soft fruit. It was duly laid and
fastened down by the pegs supplied
with the fruit cage. At each end of the bed we put a rather
nice obelisk, obtained from the Door Knocker Company. This
was to support my partner’s sweet peas. I’ve never been keen
on them myself, but he likes them.
We try to encourage wildlife, especially birds, bees and
butterflies, and since we moved over the hill the numbers
visiting have increased. Wood pigeons, blackbirds, dunnocks,
all the finches and most of the tits are regulars. Occasionally
long tailed tits, siskins, woodpeckers, nuthatches and a
green woodpecker, feeding on our plentiful supply of red
ants, put in an appearance. The sparrowhawk appreciates

the provision of a bird feeder and most of the corvids (that’s
with an ‘r’ folks) regularly appear, especially as there is a
lot of nesting around us. Fledged juvenile blackbirds and
robins are definitely around. A few days ago we found a
dead wood pigeon surrounded by feathers with its head
wrenched off and missing. The stomach was not ripped open
so presumably not the work of our sparrowhawk. The carcase
was removed overnight, but the murderer remains untraced.
In the meantime a crow has been stealing white bread rolls
from somewhere and dunking them in the birdbath to soften
them up before carrying them away.
We were very pleased to see the collared doves when they
appeared. They rarely visited in the days when we lived over
the hill, though they were common enough up in Wentnor.
Pretty, dainty birds, and dainty in their foraging, but one of
them (perhaps the other was sitting on the nest) took a great
interest in our bird netting and the
seeds below it. It walked happily on
the bird netting, which other birds
avoided. It spent a good number of the
daylight hours systematically exploring
the covered soil and eating the seeds
beneath it. It would use its beak or a
claw to move the netting to one side
to get at the seeds beneath. The poor
seeds really did not stand a chance.
All is not totally lost. We do
not mow, except for the grass paths.
A swathe of plain grass is rather a
wasted opportunity, a poor thing
without its clover, hawkweed and buttercups. There might
even be a few seeds that have escaped to grow. And in
gardening one always needs a plan B. There is a Berberis
darwinii in a pot that would love to be able to spread
its roots a little, a Weigela likewise. Then there are three
poke weeds (Phytolacca americana), grown from seed, that
are ready to move on. Antirrhinums, helichrisums and
a few more cosmos are getting big enough to plant out.
The parsley and the cheddar pinks need a home. And our
collared dove is such a pretty bird.
Heather Williams

Gardening Club

O

ur outings ladies have been working hard and
we hope we can now offer you three visits in the
summer, namely (1) Delbury Hall Walled Garden,
(2) Wollerton Old Hall, and (3) Dorothy Clive garden.
The latter two already have a deposit from us from last year
which they are honouring. We would like to know what
sort of uptake we can expect so we can order appropriate
transport.
(1) We are proposing an afternoon visit leaving at
13.30 on Tuesday, 13th July. For £8 plus a coach fare of
about £4.50, we are being offered a trip round the splendid
walled garden with interesting plants for sale, plus a tour
of Delbury Hall gardens which are not usually open to the
public, a talk on the walled garden and, most importantly,
tea and cake!
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(2) Another half day trip, this time leaving at 10.30, on
Tuesday 17th August. The garden is not open to the public
on this day.
(3) A full day visit to the Dorothy Clive garden on
Wednesday 15th September, provisionally from 9.30 and
returning to Church Stretton by 16.30.
If you would be interested in joining us, please email
Wendy or phone her: wendylee874@btinternet.com 01694
722844
Once we have a better idea of numbers, we can finalise
these details. As before we will pick up and drop off by the
Methodist Church and from Beaumont Road. If you are not
yet a member but would like to join us Wendy will give you
details. I hope this will be something to look forward to,
virus permitting.
Sue Forster
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Longmynd
Private Hire
Local Pick-ups
Long and Short journeys
Airport Transfers
Contract Work
Any Job Considered
PRE-BOOKING ESSENTIAL

Call: 01694 722472
Email: longmynd_limo@
btinternet.com
Established 20 years
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Norman Jones Domestic Appliances
REPAIRS & SALES
WASHERS - DRYERS - DISHWASHERS

COOKERS - OVENS - HOBS
Built In/Freestanding
Pete 07971 252069
07816 875233

Ansaphone 01588 638677
14
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Evolving History: the Need for Review, Revision and Change

T

his article suggests a generational difference exists
in the way we perceive history resulting from the
way it was presented in school. It is suggested that
the orthodox history developed at the time of the British
Empire remains firmly rooted in the attitudes of many,
especially amongst those of pensionable age. However,
progressive teaching strategies give cause for hope regarding
the ways that younger people view history. It is also argued
that developments in a range of disciplines have extended
our understanding of history and this has made essential a
radical and ongoing review of what many see as the history
of our nation.
Historical research often starts with an examination of
accounts of past events whether oral or written. Inevitably
these reflect the perceptions of those who are making
the record and are limited by the research tools available
to them. At the height of the British Empire many
historical accounts reflected the values and beliefs that
were currently widely accepted such as ‘The white man’s
burden’. White British rule was felt to be a civilising force
bringing structure, order and technological advancement,
as well as the benefits of Christianity, to what were viewed
as undeveloped and uncivilised parts of the world. The
fact that the subdued people already had structure, order,
complex and highly developed cultures and religion was
almost completely ignored in most historical records
produced at that time.
Historians writing in the days of Empire did not
have access to knowledge from many disciplines available
to current writers and yet their work still provides the
baseline for so many currently held views. Advances not
available to earlier historians include developments in
psychiatry and psychology that give insights into the early
development of significant historical figures and how this
later affected their actions. Carbon dating of inorganic
material and dendrochronological dating of timber that
provide precise dates for events had not been developed.
DNA sampling that confirms the areas from which people
came to this country and confirmation that homo sapiens
evolved in Africa and then spread to the rest of the world,
were not part of their understanding. Satellites capable
of producing images of what lies beneath the ground
have discovered previously unknown cities and, at a more
precise level, ground penetrating radar enables mapping of
archaeological sites. Powerful computers enable deeper and
broader analysis of early writing as well as the making of
connections between disparate elements of data. These and
other developments have enabled knowledge to be extended
and the internet has made it available to all. However,
the impact of new understanding is limited by the ability
and willingness of the audience to be receptive and accept
revisions to the existing orthodoxy.
The work of historians operating in the early part of
the twentieth century shows an almost complete absence
of the contributions made by colonised people and women
to academic, social, technological and artistic development,
and it is only in the recent past that accounts of the
achievements of these groups are emerging. This suggests

that the historical record of our country, like so many
others, is far from complete and therefore our assumptions
of who we are requires constant revision as new or
previously overlooked material is analysed.
Dr Christopher Hill wrote in his introduction to his
review of the radical ideas in circulation at the time of the
English Revolution (Civil War):
‘The historical narrative, the main outline of events, is
given….But the interpretation will vary with our attitudes,
with our lives in the present. So, reinterpretation is not only
possible but necessary.’
And
‘History has to be rewritten in every generation, because
although the past does not change the present does; each
generation asks new questions of the past…’
The institutional racism that led to no commemoration
of the deaths of thousands of African and Middle Eastern
soldiers in World War One, for which The Commonwealth
Graves Commission has recently apologised, is a clear
example of necessary reinterpretation.
Hopefully, progressive teaching techniques will support
the process of reinterpretation and the younger generation
will be more flexible in their thinking and accepting of
revisions. The older generation educated in the pre-1980
era were taught didactically with the teacher giving out facts
and set interpretations. Discussion was rarely included but
fortunately progressive teaching techniques often involve
children working in groups to form their conclusions and
then present their reasoning to the class. These teaching
techniques arise from the Cognitive Theory school of
psychology which suggests that each individual creates
a personal reality as a result of their interaction with the
world and their experiences plus the inputs from influential
players. The theory claims that access to a wide range of
inputs enables the developing person to be capable of
juxtaposing concepts, considering the perceptions of others
and drawing on information from many disciplines to
develop his/her own ideas. Progressive teaching techniques
promote the development of intellectual curiosity through
activities that provide opportunities to be creative,
experimental and make links to previous learning. This aids
the building of mental networks. People who were taught
didactically may be more restricted in their development
of frameworks of understanding and therefore are more
susceptible to accepting orthodox views, promoted by those
with power, that look no further than one answer solutions
to complex problems.
Dynamic and healthy democracies are constantly
evolving. A key characteristic is acceptance of questioning
of previously accepted assumptions, beliefs and values that
form the existing orthodoxy. The release of state papers after
long periods of being kept secret often reveals evidence that
fuels revisions and, at an individual or family level, census
material made public after 100 years sometimes reveals
long-maintained family secrets. As a result, the image of
who we are needs to be revised at the macro and micro level.
continued overleaf...
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URC Voice

Evolving History – continued
Myths that bind us together at both levels may be shown to
be unsustainable constructs as the full spread of evidence of
what has been carried out as British Government policies
across the world, or actions at the family level, are revealed.
The macro-micro levels of history and similar scenarios
being played out at the national and local levels is
encapsulated by Thomas Gray in his poem Elegy Written in
a Country Churchyard written in 1750 whilst sitting in the
churchyard of St Giles’ Church in Stoke Poges. He thinks of
the activities of the leading figures of the English Revolution
period and suggests that the same type of actions occurred
at a village level involving the occupants of the graves
around him. He also considers if their life chances had been
different and their potential had been realised, whether they
might have operated at a national level.
‘Some village Hampden that with dauntless breast,
The little tyrant of his fields withstood,
Some mute inglorious Milton here may rest,
Some Cromwell guiltless of his country’s blood.’
History is essential to our understanding as well as
identity and requires expansion fuelled by new material
at all levels. At the parochial level, I have recently had the
good fortune to be given permission to download the Chris
Whitehouse Postcard Collection. The collection includes
many panoramic shots of Church Stretton taken from
around the club house at the golf links. These images cover
the period from the end of the Victorian era up to the
middle of the twentieth century and effectively record the
development of the area to the east of the A49. In addition,
the collection contains many pictures of Brockhurst School
which is one of my current interests and will be the subject
of a future article, so to find this resource is particularly
useful.
At the same time, I contacted Sue Watts who is
researching the Maw family and who some years ago wanted
information on one of the previous owners of our house –
The Tan House, Little Stretton. Sue provided an unexpected
bonanza. In a recent conversation it emerged that in the
early 1930s her father was a teacher at Brockhurst, her uncle
was a pupil and she is currently sorting their papers and
photographs. These include a copy of a light-hearted novel
written by another teacher that incorporates caricatures
of the staff and pupils and other previously unpublished
material. It is little nuggets such as these that make historical
research so exciting and enables a contribution, no matter
how modest, to be made to extending the boundaries of
what we previously knew.
Historical records and previous interpretations will
continue to be reassessed and more data will be produced as
new techniques and equipment come into use. Hopefully,
our assumptions will be constantly challenged, our attitudes
will be questioned and we constantly ask ourselves the
question ‘Why do they want me to believe that?’.
Dr David Haigh
Acknowledgement: The World Turned Upside Down by
Christopher Hill; Penguin 1975.
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The Forecast for Sunday
f there was a vote for the most over-used word of
the last 18 months I suspect that ‘unprecedented’ would
come out on top. Churches have faced many storms
and upsets over the last 2000 years; this latest storm has
blown very hard but it is not unprecedented. Now an end
to the crisis is coming into sight perhaps we need to think
about how we re-build again ready for the next storm. For
churches in previous times that would have been business as
usual.
During the lockdown, churches have been exploring
worship in new ways using the tools of the internet.
Sometimes it is a pale surrogate for the real experience that
was Sunday; sometimes new things are tried – with varying
results. We have learned that church is not about worship
alone.
What this pandemic has taught us is that people need
fellowship. There is a spiritual quality to our life with others,
which means that having a coffee together, casual chat,
sharing news or making plans are all a crucially important
part of Sunday. Yes, we enjoy singing together and shared
prayer has spiritual qualities, but we need more: we need
togetherness, the sharing of time and company.
We must learn from the new understandings that
technology has delivered. One challenge is that we cannot
safely sing together, at least for a while yet. We cannot
simply focus on returning to what went on before.
Fellowship should be at the heart of our planning, rebuilding the contact and the sharing with others that fuelled
our spiritual life. It was such an essential element of Sunday
and helped us through the week. We must bring those new
understandings into our conversation; fellowship is the
element we must focus on, the spiritual context we must
explore – not format, or words, hymns or prayers.
Never doubt our ability to be questioning about faith.
Churches have been turned on their heads many times in
the past by “unprecedented” events. Now it is our turn
to address new opportunities. The questions are the ones
of fellowship and shared understanding in the context of
our deep-lying human needs, not the ‘what’ of faith from
theological experts. Answers may not be easy to find but
we must embark on that journey, because the questions we
are being asked, and must answer, reflect the changing real
world in which we live.
Roger Wilson

I

Trivia Corner No. 211
by Ken Willis

1. Which country lies to the immediate west of Argentina?
2. The Statue of Liberty stands outside which US city?
3. Which US city has the nickname ‘Motown’.
4. In which Italian city is the Bridge of Sighs?
5. The world’s first underground railway line was built in
which city?
Answers on page 36
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Marion H. Murdoch, M.C.S.P.

CAROLINE CRUMP

Registered with the H.P.C.

S.R.Ch., D.Pod.M., M.Ch.S.
Dis. Medicine & Medical Science

PHYSIOTHERAPIST

STATE REGISTERED
CHIROPODIST

REFLEX THERAPIST

Private Consultations
and Home Visits

"Gleneldon", 94 Watling Street South,
Church Stretton, Shropshire SY6 7BH
Tel: (01694) 724152

ESSEX LODGE
FARM LANE
ALL STRETTON
Telephone: 723283

HILLSIDE PHARMACY
R.E. & C.O. ALMAN MPS
18 Sandford Avenue
Church Stretton
01694 722799

For all your medicines, toiletries and
photographic requirements
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Stepping Stones

ost readers will know that there
is a summer schedule shuttle
bus through Church Stretton,
which travels across the Long Mynd and
via Bridges to the Stiperstones. This year, all
being well, the service will run between July
and September. More information can be
found at
https://www.shropshirehillsaonb.co.uk/
explore-and-enjoy/activities/shropshire-hillsshuttle-buses, or telephone 01743 254740.
Did you also know that there is a landscape-scale nature
conservation project called Stepping Stones which aims to
create ‘wildlife corridors’, from the Stretton Hills in the east
across the Long Mynd and Stiperstones to Stapeley Hill in
the west? The purpose of this project is to improve the area
for the wildlife that lives there, by restoring areas of habitat
and linking them together so that animals, insects and
birds can move freely through the landscape. As part of this
project, National Trust volunteers have planted over 2,000
native trees at Belmore Farm, near Ratlinghope.
Elder, holly, hawthorn and rowan are some of the
2,000+ wildlife-friendly saplings used and, once matured,
they will create a wide corridor of scrub and thicket which
will provide habitat and help connect the Long Mynd with
other important wildlife conservation areas that are isolated
at present.

will help to link up existing patches. This will benefit species
including migratory birds such as fieldfare and redwing,
many invertebrates and will, we hope, encourage dormice
back to this part of the Shropshire hills.”

Peter Carty, Countryside Manager said: “This is nature
recovery put into practice and it will in time enhance
the natural beauty of the landscape for all to enjoy.” The
project is working with local community wildlife groups
to undertake tree and hedgerow planting to restore wildlife
corridors in other areas of the project area including the
Strettons Area. To find out more – and how to support
the Stepping Stones project as a volunteer, with a financial
donation or to sign up for a newsletter – go to
https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/carding-mill-valley-andthe-long-mynd/features/stepping-stones-project.
Alexandra Blakeman
NT Marketing and Communications Officer

Charlie Bell, Stepping Stones Project Officer said: “Over
the past century the area has lost many of its hedgerows
and in-field trees. This has meant that existing patches of
woodland have become cut off from each other, and species
like dormice, which rely on hedgerows to move safely
through the landscape, have declined. There has also been
a reduction in areas of scrub and thicket, which are needed
by breeding songbirds. By planting these long strips of
native woodland we will not only create new habitat but
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SHROPSHIRE
SWEEP
JON PROSSER
Tel: 01785 509333
Mobile: 07946 134783

CHIMNEY SWEEP
AND
VACUUM SERVICE
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Integral
Gardens
Borders maintenance
Garden maintenance
Garden restoration
Lawn maintenance
Garden design and soft
landscaping
Flowering plants pruning
Wooden structures
Carlo
01743 344417
07963 991533

KEITH
WARRINGTON
LANDSCAPE
SERVICES
All aspects of garden
maintenance undertaken
Grass cutting, pruning,
hedgecutting, trees, patios,
Pest control, wasps,
moles, etc.

FREE ESTIMATES
Tel: 01694 658060
or 01584 861884
Mob: 07742 945768
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WILLOWBATCH
CARDING MILL VALLEY
A ground ﬂoor, centrally
heated one bedroom self
catering apartment, set in
the beautiful surroundings
of Carding Mill Valley
100 yards past the
National Trust Pavilion.
Please contact Don Rogers
for rates and availability
on 01694 722358 or
donrogers@gmail.com
www.willowbatch.co.uk

Ben Carter
Landscaping, Grounds,
Property Maintenance
Hedge cutting & reductions
lawn care, mowing, spraying
garden clearance
fencing installation/repairs
shed building/repairs
Mini Digger work
Please call 07891 376638
or 01743 718802
for further information
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Hedge planting in Rectory Field and Coppice Leasowes

A

new hedge
was planted
in Rectory
Field along the
boundary fence from
the main gate at the
end of April. The
project was led by
the Church Stretton
Tree Group with the
trees supplied by the
Woodland Trust. It
will take a few years
for the hedge to be
established. They are
all native trees with a
mix of species which
will provide cover
and food for birds
and insects, and will
help to enhance the
biodiversity of the
area. Practical help
was also provided by the National Trust volunteers as the
ground was very hard and stony in places, especially at the
entrance. After an unusually cold and dry April the showers
came just as the work was completed.
There were some trees left over and these have been
used to fill gaps in existing hedges in the Coppice Leasowes
Local Nature Reserve, as well as starting a new hedge along
the boundary from the main gate off Watling Street North,
which will be completed in the next planting season in the

autumn. It is hoped that more tree planting will take place
then around the boundary of Rectory Field higher up.
I’d like to thank all the volunteers who helped with the
project and hope that we can call on them in the future.
Work parties take place on both sites each month and
volunteers are always welcome:
Rectory Wood and Field: Thursdays, 24th June and
29th July at 10am
Coppice Leasowes: Friday 16th July, also 10am.
Hilary Hymas
Chair, Church Stretton Tree Group

Attracting Birds to your Garden
A Friends of Church Stretton Library event –
supporting the library in the heart of the community

An On-line talk by John Arnfield
Thursday 10th June, 7.30pm-8.30pm (via Zoom)
John Arnfield, Chair of Shropshire Ornithological
Society, will explain how any size of garden can be
designed to attract more bird species and wildlife – he
will advise on bird food, watering and nesting.
There will be an opportunity to submit questions to the
speaker.
To book a place:
email churchstrettonlibrary@outlook.com
Admission is free but donations appreciated
strettonlibraryfriends.org.uk
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Book Review

Hill & Dale: My Shropshire Year – Andrew Fusek Peters

T

his stunning book reveals so much of the beauty in nature and of the
wildlife found in Shropshire. It is the latest in a series of books from
Andrew that has included collaborations with the National Trust and
Natural England. From his home in Lydbury North, he has ventured throughout
the county, capturing images of the private lives of our flora and fauna.
Andrew is an author and photographer with a passion for his subject
matter. There are evocative landscapes and incredible night-time pictures of
the Milky Way. But it is the
wildlife pictures that will
have you in awe. Whether
it is birds, bees, butterflies
or any other natural life,
you will be marvelling and
wondering – just how did he
do that? Andrew has a deep
affinity with his subject and
an abundance of patience,
aided by the relationships
he has developed with local
landowners and neighbours,
Goldfinches fighting
who welcome him onto their
land and keep him informed when interesting things are happening.
Photography is a very technical art form: many of the pictures would
not be possible without the very latest cameras and lenses. The butterfly
sequence shown here was captured at Brook Vessons Nature Reserve, high
up on the Stiperstones. Five separate exposures would have been made as the
dark green fritillary took flight, each image taken at ultra-high speed, and
all just a split second apart. This is a technique that would not have been
possible a few years ago without specialist camera and lighting equipment,
impractical to carry up on the hill. But it is not the camera that makes the photograph, it is the creativity and knowledge of
the photographer, something which Andrew exudes. You will find other time-lapse collages in the book, along with wildlife
living their lives, captured in still motion. My only quibble might be that a decision to exclude similar versions of the same
shot would leave the reader feeling a little less breathless on occasion. Sometimes less is more.
The pictures are accompanied by writing which is poetic yet informative, revealing so much about the wildlife that
is all around us. Look at page 172 and the month of December, “ … the thrush, speckled with little imprinted hearts, takes
one of those hearts and sings it
right out.” What a beautiful
description, visually and
audibly; I can hear it now.
Further down the page, “Berries
are bejewelled, and the crack gang
of blackbird burglars are taking
home bright and valuable loot.”
Andrew’s abilities as a poet have
morphed into his photographic
thinking.
During the continuing
pandemic, this is one of the best
ways of renewing your bond
with nature. Published by Yew
Tree Press of Stroud. For sale
at Burway Books, Entertaining
Elephants and other bookshops,
£25.
Geoff Taylor, Photographer and
Focus Cover Editor
All photos by Andrew Fusek Peters
Starlings
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JOHN HAMMOND
Building and Carpentry
Carpentry • Bathrooms
Interior Tiling • Kitchens
General Repairs and Maintenance
for Home and Garden
For a free Fixed Price Quotation,
call

01694 724060
07815 130793
WYNSTONE, CUNNERY ROAD,
CHURCH STRETTON,
SHROPSHIRE SY6 6AF

al
oc
L
he s
ll t ert
Ca Exp

Groundworkers with over 25 years experience
✔ Local
Extensions, Drainage works, Landscaping
and Specialist Jobs
✔ Routine
Foundations, Retainer walls, Complex projects
Tel: 01694 722121 www.farmersplantservices.co.uk
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A Quaker Voice

Marmaladies

A

pril already and we’re still in lockdown, but things are
beginning to look brighter and I thought I’d update
you on how Marmaladies, Church Stretton WI, are

doing.
We have continued using Zoom as our main medium
for our meetings but are very much looking forward to
being able to meet up again face to face.
So far, at the end of last year we sent out a Christmas
bag to all of our members including craft kits, decorations,
chocolate, bath bombs, cards, hand creams and candles.
We sent donation bags of necessary and fun products to
the women’s refuge and some chocolates and quizzes to the
admirable Mayfair efforts at Christmas. This year so far, we
are involved in a challenge to make scarves long enough to go
around the Shropshire way, and donating them to charities
(ours will go to SABRE), and many are also knitting and
crocheting small pairs of hearts for the local hospitals.
Our meetings have been using Zoom and have
included, making our own instruments at home, health and
well-being (including better sleep and how to make good
habits) and a Mexican evening of food and drink. Coming
up we have a folklore evening in May; hope to manage a
meet-up, socially distanced in Cardingmill Valley, in June;
and then a lovely summer party in July.
In September we hope to be back at the Mayfair
having face to face meetings, with the first one being basket
weaving, and a variety of ideas for subsequent meetings this
year.
It has been hard, as everyone knows, and I’d like
to thank the committee for their efforts at keeping
Marmaladies active and helpful. I do hope that the next 12
months will be easier, and would like to welcome anyone to
join us, online or in person, as regulations allow.
Carol Greswell

T

his week with my class at school we
have been looking at local habitats
in the school grounds, and finding
different minibeasts in grass, under logs and stones and in
a pond. The children are fascinated by every single slug,
wood louse, worm, and centipede. They are intrigued by
the colour of the creatures and the speed with which they
burrow away from our sight. A small hole in the ground
sparks a lengthy discussion about which animals might use
it. A mouse perhaps? Too small for a rabbit?
The highlight of one of the sessions was when a child
found a dead rat lying on the grass. Can you imagine the
magnetic power of a dead rat to seven- and eight-year-olds?
The children could literally not drag their eyes away from it
and the guts which were spewed out on the grass beside it.
Our incredible school administrator came to the rescue and
thankfully, removed the corpse; but the children had already
seen the flies on the dead body. They were learning at firsthand about food chains and the circle of life.
As Quakers, one of our Advices and Queries reminds us
that:
“We do not own the world, and its riches are not ours
to dispose of at will. Show a loving consideration for all its
creatures and seek to maintain the beauty and variety of the
world. Work to ensure that our increasing power over nature
is used responsibly, with reverence for life.”
When we meet together as Quakers for a Meeting for
Worship, it is customary for there to be flowers on the table,
where books (some Quaker books and a bible) are placed
for everyone to use as needed. Quakers will sometimes
not remove all the dead parts of the plant but let the dead
flowers and brown leaves remain to quietly remind us that
death is a part of life.
Rach Braybrooke

Pazapa School and Clinic for Disabled Children
Haiti Annual Concert
MUSIC FOR A SUMMER’S DAY
Richard Silk – piano
and Chris Lacey – flute
Saturday, 10th July 2021
10.30am
United Reformed Church

The concert is FREE – Donations to the charity are welcome.
For now, seating is limited, so please book ahead
Daytime: Noel Beattie 01694 725530 noelbt8@talktalk.net
Evenings: Helen Crumpton 01694 723061 pazapachurchstretton@yahoo.co.uk
24
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Fitted Kitchens. Renovations. Home Extensions.
Roofing. Purpose made Joinery.

PETER TIPS TIPPER LTD
HAVE YOUR GARDEN AND D.I.Y. REFUSE LOADED AND
REMOVED

Hedge cutting, tree felling, fencing repaired and erected
Small loads of sand, coloured gravel, soil and bark mulch
Raised beds, demolition work. House clearance
TO DISCUSS YOUR SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS AND FOR
PERSONAL SERVICE GIVE ME A RING

01694 771461
email petertipton52@gmail.com

PAUL FORRESTER
Quality Carpentry & Joinery
COVERING A RANGE OF SERVICES SPECIALISING IN:

Doors ~ Skirting & Architrave ~ Flooring
Kitchens ~ Bedrooms ~ Bathrooms ~ Tiling
Lofts ~ Painting/Decorating ~ Storage Solutions
Work Stations ~ Sheds and Workshops
Gardens & Paving ~ Decking & Pergolas
For a Professional, Friendly and Enthusiastic Response
Call 07795 170938
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Mayfair
Celebrating another year for Mayfair
ayfair’s birthday celebrations this year will be
extra special as they coincide with the date the
government has set as a potential release from
restrictions put in place to curtail the spread of coronavirus.
We could not have a better birthday present! When Mayfair
opened its doors on 21st June 1997 it was all about bringing
people together. Giving people a chance to meet others,
make friends, learn new things, look after themselves and
each other. Despite lockdowns and the social challenges of
the last year we have still managed to do this, but there is
nothing quite like seeing that smile – even if it’s only in the
eyes from behind a mask. We look forward to seeing you
and having our buildings buzzing with activity again.
Watch Mayfair’s evolution in a video on the ‘About Us’
page on the Mayfair website.
https://www.mayfaircentre.org.uk/about-us/

M

Afternoon tea and birthday cake
We’ll have plenty to celebrate on 21st June. At the time
of going to press, this is still the date the government
expects to remove all legal limits on social contact. We
hope you’ll use this opportunity to join us at Mayfair for a
special birthday tea. A deluxe version of our usual takeaway
afternoon tea will also be available to order for collection or
delivery. More details to follow.

to handsewn and crocheted toys, Liberty print bookmarks,
totes, cushions and natty noticeboards.
When we opened the doors on Monday 26th April,
unsurprisingly, the first to flock in (safely, in socially
distanced twos), were the Mayfair staff. That’s an
occupational hazard that didn’t crop up in the health
and safety evaluation for the re-opening! A vintage jug, a
handsewn bag and a selection of gift-worthy bookmarks
found some happy homes.
The Mayfair Shop is an important source of fundraising
for Mayfair. But it’s not just any old charity shop stuffed
with nick-nacks and ageing bric-a-brac. We take great
pride in our partnerships with the Crafty Ladies and the
Cardmakers. We feature the work of local artisans in our
glass display cabinet and the work of local artists with
a gorgeous selection of cards showing local scenes and
wildlife. We offer an ever-changing array of good quality
paperbacks and, with limited space on offer, we’re only able
to take the crème de la crème of gifted items, homewares
and collectables.
If you’re looking to find the perfect present, need to
stock up on your reading matter, or simply want to get
out of the house and enjoy having a browse, the Shop is
certainly worth paying a visit. And if you’d like to donate
any items to Mayfair, do also please get in touch. We can’t

The Lunch Club hits its stride
Re-launched last month, the Mayfair Lunch Club
proved a popular draw, tempting visitors back through
Mayfair’s doors. Diners were treated to full table service
and experienced a menu featuring mouth-watering
roasts, slow-cooked casseroles and delicious desserts.
Full Covid safety measures were in place, allowing
visitors to feel safe and relaxed during their time here,
and many people made a point of telling us how glad
they were to be back. Well, the feeling was entirely
mutual!
We’ll be continuing to take lunch bookings on
Mondays and Wednesdays through June. Diners can
expect a home-cooked main and a pudding, with tea
or coffee, for just £10. Reservations should be made
in advance and the rule of six / maximum of two
households will continue to apply until at least 21st
June. After this time, if government guidelines allow,
we can start accepting larger groups.
To make a booking, phone Mayfair reception on
01694 722077. The menu may be subject to change,
so please check what’s on offer at the point of calling.
Not just any old charity shop…
Back in April, much to our excitement, we were able to
reopen the Mayfair Shop.
We thought it best not to reopen while the
vaccination hub was kicking into gear for round two,
but we made sure to have it looking gleaming and
fabulous for visitors as they passed through. We gave
the shop signage a revamp and the Crafty Ladies
paid us a special visit to stock us up with lovingly
handcrafted items – from gorgeous Miffy play bags

26

June 2021

Stretton Focus

News
always accept large or bulky donations so it’s best
to call us in advance, but we are grateful for
paperback books in good condition, attractive
collectables and homewares with plenty of life left
in them.
Playing the Mayfair Lottery
Mayfair volunteer and former Trustee Sue Wood,
explains that you have to be in it to win it…
Our lottery has been running since 2001 and
plays an important role in our fundraising efforts.
Could you enter now and help make a
difference to the lives of people in our local
community?
Once the monthly prizes of £100, £50, £20
and £10 have been paid out, all funds raised are
used to support the work and activities of Mayfair.
In 2019, £3,783 was raised; it would be great to
substantially increase this amount.
How to apply:
Choose how many numbers you would like
at £12 each per year – you can purchase as
many numbers as you like.
Complete the application form available at
reception or on our website.
Then simply wait to hear if you have won
one of the four monthly cash prizes.
The draw is made on the last Monday of
each month. You must be 16 years or over to
take part.
We value your support and would like to
thank those who already support Mayfair in
this way.

Huge thanks to our volunteers
1st-7th June is National Volunteers’ Week and we always like to take this opportunity to
thank our fantastic team of volunteers. Quite simply, without them there would be no
Mayfair.
Mayfair currently receives the support of 230 volunteers and though the ways
in which they help has changed a lot over the last year, the level of support has been
unwavering. Look out for our special article in Focus next month as we take a look back
over the last year with Volunteer Coordinator Kate Slater.
Holly Beaumont

Mayfair Lottery
Results for April
£100

133

£50

610

£20

117

£10

365

Stretton Focus

June 2021

Scrappies are enjoying being back and
seeing our customers and friends. Keep up
to date through Facebook with all our new
resources and latest updates!
Thank you.
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Historic Church Stretton: World’s End, the Grapes Inn and the
Gas Works

I

n the nineteenth century a group of nine cottages was
clustered together on the west side of the turnpike road to
Ludlow in an area that has long been called World’s End.
The road hugs the foot of the steep slope of the Long Mynd,
above the marshy land which stretches across the valley. The
cottages suffered by being somewhat distant from the town and
tended to house a mainly transient population of labourers.
One of the larger cottages housed the Grapes Inn which is
first mentioned in 1851. About 1898 Martin Carter became
the landlord but trade was on the decline and he worked also as
a carpenter and fencer until he died in 1912. In his later years,
he changed the name of the inn to World’s End Inn. After his
death it reverted to being a private residence.
From a 1905 advertisement
The gas works on the east side of Ludlow Road at World’s
End were built in 1859. The works were at first privately owned,
including for a time by William Campbell Hyslop, owner of Stretton House. The town was soon lit by gas. As usage
increased, the gas company expanded and eventually built a second and later a third gasholder on the opposite (western)
side of the road. It later became a limited company and was nationalised in 1949.
After the works ceased production most of it was demolished but the gasholder was used for a time for the storage
of gas, at first coal gas and then natural gas. Then, with the improved distribution of natural gas, the gasholder became
redundant, was taken out of use and was eventually removed in October 1986.
Barrie Raynor and Tony Crowe

ª

ª

This view of World’s End is taken from the slopes of Brockhurst sometime before 1896. The two terraces of cottages still stand. The
gas works is on the right hand side at the bend of the road, the view showing the gasholder (arrowed) with the retort house behind
it. The manager’s house is beyond the gasholder. The Grapes Inn, without gables, opposite is arrowed

ª

ª
This photograph of World’s End taken in the 1920s shows the new large gas holder on the west side of Ludlow Road. To its left is the Grapes
Inn (arrowed) now with gabled windows on the upper floor. The footpath across the wetlands (arrowed) is clearly visible
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SELF STORAGE CONTAINERS
INDUSTRIAL & DOMESTIC USE
SUITABLE FOR VEHICLES,
BUILDING EQUIPMENT, FURNITURE,
GARDEN EQUIPMENT, WORKSHOP, ETC.
GOOD, DRY CONTAINERS
20 AND 40 FEET LENGTHS AVAILABLE
IN A SECURE YARD WITH 24 HOUR ACCESS
HGV PARKING ALSO AVAILABLE
CCTV INSTALLED
TEL: 01694 724880 MOB: 07979 817554

Paul Tinsley Builder
No job too big, fast response, highest standards
Specialist in extensions, alterations, porches,
patios and fencing etc.
01694 781371 or mobile 07929 232999

A. Morgan Builders
Local family business
For all your maintenance needs.
Extensions, alterations, roofing.
UPVC windows, doors & conservatories.
Garden walls and paving.
No job too small or large
Tel: 01694 751774 07930 332131
Stretton Focus
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Church Stretton Library

Methodist Voice

A
W

ith the sun shining and the library being used
more and more, the vibe has been really lovely
and colourful.
During May we have had on display the new Reading
Well for Mental Health collections. The collections range
from small children up to adults and cover a wide range
of mental health issues. The Reading Well collections help
support people to understand their health and wellbeing
using books. With self-help and workbooks to colourful
picture books, there is something for everyone who is
interested in wellbeing and mental health or would like to
know more about certain issues and how to deal with them.
The children’s corner at the library is looking supercolourful with new displays, a new rug, and books and we
would love to see you and the children. Keep an eye out for
the summer reading challenge with displays going up ready
for the summer holidays. This year’s theme is Wild World
Heroes, teaming up with WWF.
Our opening times are still on reduced hours:
Tuesdays, Thursdays, Fridays: 10am-4pm (closed
between 12pm and 1pm)
Saturdays: 10am-1pm
Please be aware that above times could change but you
can order books through Ready Reads (click and collect
style service) if this happens.
Please contact us for more information.
01694 722535 or email us
Churchstretton.library@shropshire.gov.uk
Book Review by Alexis from
Church Stretton Library.
American Dirt by Jeanine
Cummins.
Published 21st January 2020
by Flatiron Books.
A gripping and powerful story of
a mother and her eight-year-old
son who flee their Mexican home
after the murder of their family.
Becoming immigrants and trying
to reach the US for safety, they
are hunted by the Narcos. It is
a powerful story of loss and danger, of having to trust and
an eye-opener of how a life can change in a single moment.
This story will stay with you for a long time after you have
read it. It has left me with a feeling of the hardship that
women, men, families and children face every day just to
become free and safe.
The above book can be ordered through the Shropshire
Library Service.
Alexis Seaborne

30

s I write this, we have just recently
experienced the death of Prince Philip
and witnessed the nature of his funeral,
and we have shared with our Queen her deep
sense of loss. The remarkable thing is that so many people
have also felt this sense of loss. It is understandable that we
as a nation would be aware of the vital role he has played
in the monarchy, but it is also true that people around the
world, even those who never met him, have responded
with emotion to the news. The loss for us is great because
of what he was. What he did, his life of self-erasure, of
commitment to public service, came out of who he was. It
was his personal character which enabled him to sacrifice
his own interests and to dedicate his whole life to the service
of others. He clearly loved his wife, and made the decision
to support her, rather than pursue his own career, yes, but
in doing this he set an example to all, of something which
appears missing in our modern society, this society in which
personality and celebrity appear to depend on the promotion
of self. Prince Philip’s funeral reflected his belief in God,
and celebrated God’s achievements in creation, more than
promoting his own work. Prince Philip was an outstanding
example to our modern generation, an example of love, of
loyalty and of faith. Faith in something more important,
greater, than himself. For those youngsters who take part
in the Duke’s Award Scheme, it provides an opportunity to
experience life more richly; to develop the ability to have
faith in one’s self, in what ordinary people can achieve. As a
teenager I went on an Outward Bound course run by Kurt
Hahn, in 1949, and benefited greatly from it.
The life of Prince Philip, the Duke of Edinburgh, is
summed up in the prayer of St Ignatius Loyola.
“Teach us good Lord, to serve Thee as Thou deservest,
To give and not to count the cost, To fight and not to heed
the wounds, To toil and not to seek for rest, To labour and
not to ask for any reward except the joy of knowing that we
do thy will.”
This surrender of self is exemplified in the life of Jesus
of Nazareth, a man who, although He was the son of God,
lived His life and surrendered it for the good of humanity.
“For though He was rich yet for our sakes he became poor,
He humbled Himself and became obedient unto death
even the death of the cross.” The life of Jesus, His humility,
His self sacrifice and finally His death on the Cross on
our behalf, have enabled us to experience the depths of
God’s love in our lives, of forgiveness, and of eternal life.
“Wherefore God also hath highly exalted Him and given
Him a name above all names.”
If only all people in positions of authority or of
influence in this country were to follow the example of
Prince Philip, then this nation would be a better place and
indeed the whole world would benefit. Our Lord’s sacrificial
death brought a new meaning, a new unselfish purpose to
the world, and in return offers not simply peace of mind for
the individual and great benefit to the community, but for
Believers it means eternal life. The Duke’s life will live on in
the memories of those of us who have known of him. The
sacrifice of Christ brings the hope of an eternal life forever.
Ken Hathaway
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Rotary News
From Rotary in Church Stretton
Supporting Young People within our Community

T

hree years ago, the support
given to young people in the
community was organised
through the Community and Vocation
Service Team. We recognised that
there was a greater need to support
the development of the young, so a
new service team was formed to fulfil
this role. Since its formation, the team
has continued with the longstanding
projects such as mock interviews for
school leavers, providing dictionaries
or calculators to primary school pupils
moving up to secondary school.
The range of activities has been
extended and we provide financial
support to those attending camps,
work experience, or voluntary work
away from home.
During May we will have
completed a youth project that has
been carried out by using the skills,
experience and time of our members
and friends of Rotary as indicated
below.
Providing a bench for the skate park that is being
constructed in the Town Park. Following a meeting with
Tom Rochester, who is leading the skate park project, it
was agreed that there was a need for an additional bench
so that parents and skateboarders could watch. Knowing
that to purchase a vandal-proof bench would be expensive,
Rotarians with experience in metal fabrication decided
that a bench could be made by members and friends of the
Club. The bench was designed and constructed by members
of Rotary in Church Stretton and is now installed at the

skatepark. It will be well used and appreciated by the young
and enthusiastic skateboarders.
Our growing commitment to the local community
means that we need more volunteers to help us identify and
expand services to meet local needs. New volunteers bring
new ideas and are encouraged to introduce new ways of
working as we are in an exciting period of change. We would
welcome the opportunity to tell you more and arrange an
informal chat so that you can find out more about our aims
and objectives. For more information please contact:
Derek Smith, dereksmith42@hotmail.com, 01694 723189

The Rotary in Church Stretton is proud to support

The Mlambe Project Charity in Malawi
The mission of the Mlambe Project is to provide sustainable
livelihoods and quality education to Malawian people using
innovative, low cost and high impact methods. Malawi being one
of the very poorest countries in the world with a basic literacy rate
of 62%.
The Mlambe Project Charity uses green innovative earth bag
building techniques to build much needed classrooms and sanitary
units in remote villages in Malawi. The techniques and equipment
are provided for local villagers, so that they develop the skills to
use local materials and provide classrooms and toilet facilities,
thus providing employment and education possibilities in a highly
sustainable and environmentally positive way.
To raise funds for this Project, two Rotarians, Don Lovejoy
and Patrick Lewis (plus hopefully others), will be walking the full
length of Hadrian’s Wall from 18th to 23rd July.
To get more information please contact dereksmith42@hotmail.com or follow our Facebook Page.
More details on the Mlambe Project can be found at https://themlambeproject.org/
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Is it Genuine?

T

he number of frauds perpetrated over the phone
and internet have been growing, especially as
more people are using the internet for shopping,
banking, investing and even maintaining friendships and
relationships, since the beginning of the pandemic. No-one
is immune, and we’re all at risk from a clever thief, so here’s
a guide to help you remain a little bit safer. First, some
terminology for those who are new to this.
‘Scam’ is the common, overall term used to describe
fraud against a person through their use of the internet.
‘Phishing’ is the term for email scams and ‘smishing’ is for
mobile phone text scams. Remember, though, that if you
have a mobile phone and a computer, it’s possible to answer
phone calls on your computer,
so some of these scam risks
can be interchangeable.
First, there’s the friend in
distress
One of the older scams is a
message or email apparently
and convincingly from a
friend. It will say something
like “I’m away from home,
I’ve been mugged and my
money/phone/credit cards/
passport/car keys have been
stolen. Can you wire some
money to my hotel so that
I can pay my bill and get
home? I’ll pay you back.” In
the moment this seems like a
cry for help from a friend or
family member. But is it? Call
them to check. If they don’t answer, phone a mutual friend.
Don’t send money until the story has been verified. Or,
more likely, not.
A prize win
Another older scam is the fraudster who tells you that
you’ve won a prize; it might be a foreign lottery or product
competition. You can’t remember entering but the fraudster
is persistent. They might say they’ve been trying to trace
you for months, or even years and you must have forgotten,
or someone entered under your name – as a gift, perhaps –
and the prize is substantial. You only need to send a small
amount of money to ‘release’ the funds. Don’t. It’s a scam.
Bank and Building Society frauds
A fraudster poses as an official from your bank or building
society. They email or message asking you to click on the
link they provide and verify your account number and
password details to make sure they have the correct person.
Once they have your bank details, they’ll raid your account
within minutes then move the money on again from their
own, temporary, account to somewhere untraceable. Should
banks have more security in place? Perhaps, but they don’t.
Another scam that’s relatively common is the
fraudster who tells you that your bank account has been
compromised and your money is at risk. They say that your

34

account is locked to on-line access or some such excuse
to convince you to go to your local branch immediately
and withdraw your funds. They’ll tell you not to tell the
bank staff why you want your money as they might be
compromised, too. The fraudster might even use an example
of this happening, a fictional one of course, to convince
you. Next, they tell you that a police officer or bank official
will come to your house to collect the money and place it
in a safe for a few days until the situation is resolved. This
person is part of the fraud and you’ll never see your money
again.
Your bank never, ever asks you to disclose full security
and password details or hand money to someone. If
anything like this happens
to you, phone your bank –
using a different phone (the
fraudster will have kept the
line open and, if you use
the one they’ve called you
on, you’ll be speaking with
them again and not your
bank) – and tell them what’s
happened.
Next, pension liberation
schemes
Scammers target people
aged 55+ because at that
age people are allowed to
access and withdraw funds
from their pensions. The
scammers offer free pension
and investment advice and
then offer an investment
opportunity that promises far higher returns much more
quickly than available elsewhere, and which is looking for
a select group of investors. Low financial returns at home
have tempted people to invest in schemes abroad, such
as property development, or even totally bogus schemes.
Sometimes professionally-produced prospectuses are
provided and the ‘advisor’ will visit your home, all with the
purpose of convincing you that they are genuine and that
you have been specially selected. Fraudsters can approach
you by post, email or phone. If you’re offered a ‘must-have’
investment or a free pension review out of the blue, check
with an independent financial adviser or wealth manager
locally or one connected with your bank. Make sure they’re
members of a professional body and that they’re covered by
the Financial Service Compensation Scheme.
Then there’s homebuying fraud
This scam intercepts your deposit, or even the full purchase
price, as you transfer it from your account to a solicitor.
A computer hacker will have been monitoring emails sent
between you and your solicitor. The fraudster emails you
posing as the solicitor – it all looks genuine – and tells you
to send the money to a different account. Perhaps they say
that the main account is being audited and isn’t accepting
payments for a few days, or something similar, to allay your
suspicions. All unsuspecting, you send the money to the
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new account where the fraudsters withdraw it and disappear.
If you receive such a message, either by phone or email, ring
your solicitor to check first.
Next, there’s the internet freebie scams
You’re offered free samples of a product, or a trial period for
a service, but to receive them the company needs your card
details. You’re assured that you won’t be charged until the
introductory period has expired, after which they will take
payment on the assumption that you’re happy to continue.
You can cancel at any time during the trial period, they say,
and your account will be closed. However, you’ll find money
has been taken even when you’ve cancelled the trial. Getting
money back can be really difficult, and take so long, that
many people just give up because the amounts are relatively
small. It’s the people who give up, or don’t bother to claim
back monies already taken, that provide the benefit to the
people who run the schemes. Unfortunately, these schemes
are not illegal, so if your money isn’t refunded and you give
up trying to get it back yourself, you have no recourse in law.
Lastly, there’s relationship fraud
More and more people are using the internet to find new
friends and partners, especially during these past months of
lockdown. There has been a significant increase among older
age groups, who tend to be more trusting and less vigilant,
and especially among women. Signing on to a dating site,
you’ll be shown the details of people who seem to fit the
profile you describe.
You make contact and
your exchanges become
affectionate and,
eventually, even loving.
However, these scammers
are adept in pretending to
be someone they’re not,
and learning the lines
of fictional lives. They
will be running several
‘relationships’ at a time.
Eventually there will be
a request for money. It
might be a small amount
to begin with, and very
plausible, but the requests
will increase in value and the stories of need will become
more heart-wrenching. Once challenged, your ‘friend’ will
become abusive at your lack of ‘trust’, will cut contact and
become untraceable, often with thousands of pounds of
your money.
These frauds are career choices for unscrupulous
criminals, who are intelligent, clever and ruthless. The
moral of this tale is:
be aware
keep your computer/phone software and security
features up to date
never share your passwords with anyone else, even
family members. (If you authorise a carer to have
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access to your accounts, write to tell your bank or
building society first)
don’t share your email address with a second user. If
you are the victim of a bank scam, the bank could be
much less sympathetic to your case if you do so
never use the same passwords/memorable information
for different internet websites, and change each one
regularly
don’t click on a hyperlink unless you’re absolutely sure
it’s safe
don’t be pressured into speedy decisions
don’t allow yourself to be motivated by greed. You’re
not greedy? Think again!
be suspicious of expressions of devotion and love from
an on-line friend, no matter how long you’ve ‘known’
the person (some fraudsters will nurse you for years)
check the terms before you sign up for a ‘freebie’, ask
for an acknowledgement when you cancel the account
and check your bank account/credit card statements
every month
if you’re told that your bank/building society account
has been compromised, use another phone to call your
bank/building society to check, using the customer
service number that’s on your statements.
If you are scammed, don’t let embarrassment or a feeling
of shame prevent you from reporting it to your bank/
building society and the police. Speed is of the essence,
as they say, and some
extremely intelligent, and
even famous, people have
been caught out, so you’ll
be in good company.
Report all types of
scams and frauds to
Action Fraud, the UK’s
national reporting centre,
at actionfraud.police.uk
or telephone 0300 123
2040. Action Fraud can
get the National Fraud
Intelligence Bureau to
investigate scams, but
you’ll have to be proactive in making sure
this happens and that your situation doesn’t disappear to
the bottom of someone’s in-tray. They’ll give you a crime
reference number, which can be helpful when you tell
your bank, solicitor or credit card company that you’ve
been scammed. Take some legal advice as well, so that you
understand the law in regards to your individual situation.
In spite of all this, we shouldn’t be afraid to use
the internet. It’s opened up opportunities, sources of
information, leisure activities and so much more than we
dreamt was possible just a few short years ago. Learning
any new skill can take time, and using the internet safely is
just another skill; a bit more complicated, perhaps, but well
worth the effort. Happy surfing!
Christine Williams
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Stretton Pool Action
Spending Survey Results

T

hank you to everyone who took the time to
complete our survey. The information will be
incredibly useful to guide Stretton Pool Action
group to spend and fundraise wisely! The results of
the survey were conclusive, with a majority of 71%
of regular swimming pool users voting to use some of
the money raised by SPA to fund small yet important
enhancements and then save the rest for a more major
project.

75% of respondents totally agree with this. High quality,
modern changing rooms and toilets were voted for as a
priority improvement and more than half would like to
see energy efficiency measures implemented. A changing
area which is easy to keep clean, inclusive and accessible
for all, e.g. large families, single dads and daughters, and
those with mobility issues, was suggested.
Should a rebuild of the pool’s changing room be
approved, through selection of modern building standards

As the pool is a central part of engaging in a
healthy, active lifestyle for many in our Church Stretton
community, it is important that we offer swimmers
somewhere secure to store their belongings. 59% would
like to see lockers within the changing rooms and an
additional 36% would be content with poolside lockers.
Comments included: “Definitely need a safe area for
valuables please” and “I do not feel at all comfortable
leaving belongings in the changing rooms.”
Users of the pool need to be able to immerse
themselves in physical exercise without worrying about
belongings due to lack of facilities. To remedy this,
SPA will consult with staff in the Leisure Centre and
Shropshire Council and obtain advice on the purchase
and installation of lockers.
A suggestion of using a UV treatment system
to reduce carbon emissions and negate the need for
chlorine was put forward for consideration. Our
initial research has found that this type of treatment is
expensive and not an alternative to chlorine. However,
as part of extensive work to the plant room to take place
this year, a new chemical dosing system is planned.
Shropshire Council’s Leisure Facilities Strategy
recognises the need for high quality leisure facilities to
encourage increased participation in exercise. A massive

and materials, it would be possible to achieve a reduced
carbon footprint, although we do realise this is a major
project and will need a large amount of funding and
support from the community, Shropshire Council and
the Town Council. However, improving the facilities at
Church Stretton swimming pool will encourage increased
participation across all sectors of the community,
therefore improving health and fitness and mental wellbeing in Church Stretton.
Denise Cottom
Stretton Pool Action
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Trivia Answers
1. Chile
2. New York
3. Detroit
4. Venice
5. London
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Netley Boarding
Kennels & Cattery
at Dorrington
Open all year, vaccinated pets only
Heated kennels with outside runs
Friendly Family run business
Inspections welcomed
Collection and delivery service available

Opening Hours:
Mon-Fri 9-10 am & 4-5 pm
Sat-Sun 9-10 am

Den & Barb Oakley

Tel: 01743 718264 Mobile: 07803 240207
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HILARY'S CHILDCARE
Church Stretton Nursery,
after school and holiday club,
Children 0 - 12 years. OFSTED
rated good, qualified early
years teacher and forest school.
Call 01694 724270
www.hilaryschildminders.co.uk
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Catholic Voice
Prayer

Coppice Leasowes Walk
Wednesday 9th June at 6pm

C

ome and join us for a walk around Coppice
Leasowes Local Nature Reserve, led by members
of the local Botanical Survey Team of the Strettons
Area Community Wildlife Group. The team surveys local
wildlife sites and we will be looking at and recording the
species we find of flowers, grasses, sedges and rushes. The
walk will last about two hours and everyone is welcome.
Waterproof footwear and clothing are needed if it’s wet. If
you have a favourite flower ID book, bring it with you.
Meet at 5.50pm for a 6pm start, at the gate entrance to
Coppice Leasowes East where Watling Street North meets
Helmeth Road. Parking is limited so please walk or cycle if
you can.
Coppice Leasowes is a fascinating yet compact area
on the edge of the town. The varied geology gives rise to
a wide variety of plants and habitats with the woodland,
hedgerows, grasslands, ponds, and marshy areas attracting a
host of birds and invertebrates.
Members £3, non-members £4.
For further information and booking your place please
contact:
Janet Martin
on 01694 722361 or email jmartin1947@btinternet.com

L

ast month the Pope participated in a
marathon – marathon of prayer that is!
He called for a month of intercessory prayer
throughout the Catholic Church for the end of the covid
pandemic.
To some this may seem a strange and futile exercise,
but prayer is a multi-layered, multi-faceted encounter with
God. It is a reciprocal conversation with God: God calls us
and we call upon Him. St John Damascene (675-749AD)
defined prayer as “the raising of one’s mind and heart to God
or the requesting of good things from God”.
The very action of prayer is transformative. By raising
our hearts and minds to God, our focus is taken from
ourselves and our concerns and lifted heavenward towards
God. We become aware of our relationship with God our
providential, loving Father; our faith and hope illumine
our circumstances. We place everything into God’s hands,
asking that he direct us, give us wisdom and insight, and
ask that his will be done in all the aspects of our life, and
those for whom we may be praying. For example, when I
was told this time last year that my mother was seriously
ill in hospital with pneumonia, then hospital-acquired
pneumonia and finally Covid, there was little I could do
except go into the Church and pray. All I could say in
prayer is, “Well, it is over to you, Lord. I place my worries
and fears and my mum into your hands. Let your will
be done.” Yes, I was in daily communication with my
father, sister and the various wards, but I found the best
thing I could do was to pray for both my parents. Prayer
transformed my perspective and my experience and enabled
me to be more supportive and appreciative of my parents
during and after my mother’s illness. (Thankfully she is
now at home, still slowly recovering from the effects of
being so ill.)
Of course, there are several forms of prayer, such
as ‘Blessing and Adoration’, in which the human heart,
blessed by God, can in return bless God who is the source
of all blessing; ‘Petition’, in which we present our true
needs to God; and ‘Intercession’, which is praying for
the needs and wellbeing of others. Finally, the prayer of
‘Thanksgiving’, which expands our hearts in appreciation
of providential care of God; and ‘Praise’ which is a totally
disinterested form and gives glory to God for his own
sake. Prayer may be silent or spoken, alone or communal,
formally structured or spontaneous. All the aspects of our
life, in so far as they are in God, are open to the possibility
of prayer.
This June let us be aware of the need for prayer (or for
those who do not believe in God) a space for reflection and
meditation as life, hopefully, resumes to ‘normality’.
Jonathan Mitchell

Devil’s Bit Scabious. Photo: Fiona Gomersall
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Charles
Ephraim
Electrical
Installations
Est 1974

8 Wall Bank,
Wall-under-Heywood

Tel: 01694 771381

ros.ephraim@btconnect.com

LOCAL ELECTRICIAN
AMP Electrical

Craven Arms 01588 672761

~ Domestic & Commercial ~
~ Home Automation ~
~ Lighting Design ~
~ Audio & Visual Systems ~
~ CCTV & Alarm Systems ~
~ Data Communications ~
Contact Matt Price
M: 07552 410109
H: 01694 771661
E: amp.elec@outlook.com

Stretton Focus

June 2021

And much much more at our
hardware store
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ANDREW WEBSTER
PAINTER AND DECORATOR
INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR
CITY and GUILDS TRAINED
OVER 40 YEAR'S EXPERIENCE
FIRST CLASS WORK GUARANTEED
AT VERY COMPETiTIVE RATES
TEL: 01694 724574
MOBILE: 07779 825908

D. R. TIPTON
Decorator

Tel: 01694 723862
Mob: 07946 323819

BURWAY
BOOKS

18 Beaumont Road, Church Stretton, SY6 6BN
Tel: 01694 723388, email: ros.ephraim@btconnect.com
Home Delivery Service available

Stretton Fine Art
Restoration
Oils, Watercolours,
Prints etc
Free quotations
We have a
comprehensive selection
of paintings for sale.
Phone to view without
obligation

4, High Street, Church Stretton, Shropshire, SY6 6BU
01694 720189

01694 722057

info@thedoorknockercompany.co.uk
www.thedoorknockercompany.co.uk
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Spring Poetry Event

A

t our Spring poetry event (earlier this year) we were delighted to hear the authors
themselves read so many enjoyable and thought-provoking poems on the theme of ‘Light’
or ‘Thank you’. We printed some in the May edition of Focus, but here are a couple more
examples: Catherine Redfern’s evocative poem about her mother’s bicycle and a delightful poem
from Joanna Clark, written to thank her friend for knitting her a hat. I hope you enjoy these as
much as we did!

Ben Warren
Friends of Church Stretton Library

The Kiss
(I)
My mother’s bike was her faithful steed
For fifty years not out.
Its strong black frame retained some flecks of gold
That once proclaimed Raleigh Tourer. The seat was covered
By a stretched grey beret. A capacious saddle bag drooped
Over the back wheel: webbing covered this wheel
Ever since that distressing Easter morning:
My mother’s New Look coat, long and flared,
So startling after Utility, got caught
In the wheel as we pedalled to church.
Her singing of the rapturous resurrection hymns lacked brio.
(II)
It’s Saturday morning so down to town for groceries,
Tons of them over a lifetime – in early years
With queues, shortages, rumours and rationing.
She’s heard the Co-op has tinned peaches,
Jimmy the butcher has promised neck of lamb.
Added string bags strain from the handle bars
The scrape of bike against the kitchen wall,
Worn to brightness where it leans, alerts me.
Have I put elbow-grease into polishing brass and copper?
Have I dusted under, not round?
Good. There are doughnuts in one of the bags.
(III)
And there were rides with no recourse to shops:
Away into country lanes for autumn fruits
The cycle basket stained afresh each year
With elderberries, crab-apples and sloes.
In time the top shelf of the pantry glowed
With jams and jellies, and in the sideboard was
The sloe gin hard-won by fingers scratched and stabbed.
The clink of glasses, the click of knitting needles
And the rattle of the coal scuttle
Were the ‘noises-off’ as we listened in
To Saturday Night Theatre.
(IV)
Or an excursion to a village church, St Ippollitt’s, perhaps.
Her husband’s painting gear with sandwiches and thermos
Bouncing in the bicycle basket.
Glorious afternoons flying down hills, a voice
Behind her calling “Mary, slow down! Slow down!”
She strolls among the gravestones while her husband
Enters the cool church to sketch the Norman font.
She doesn’t mind dead bluebells in a jam-jar
For natural decay becomes this hallowed ground,
But plastic flowers? “Sad, sad” she murmurs.
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(V)
On Wednesday afternoons her bike was out again
This time loaded down for tailoring classes.
Heavy lengths of fabric pressed the saddle bag
Into buzzing contact with the wheel: material
To become a smart tweed jacket for my father,
Or part of my school uniform – which I resented:
I thought homemade spelt ‘poor’, not ‘cherished’.
And, as always, she’d give a friendly wave to neighbours
Huddled in the bus shelter. “Poor dears!
No independence! Arms fair pulled out
Of sockets lugging groceries home.”
(VI)
Sometimes the cycle was a cart-horse with no room
For rider. A bale of hay or sweet-smelling sainfoin
For the goats balanced in the V of the frame,
Or my suitcase wheeled to the station for the return
To college. Once, a bee-hive glowing white,
An exciting new venture this. My mother
Became a casual, bare-armed expert
Even collecting swarms from neighbouring apple trees
‘Telling the bees’ became a ritual.
Too soon, she told them of her husband’s death
When she was fifty-five.
(VII)
In later years the loads were lighter
Alone now, with children scattered, she continued
With her quiet routines. On Sunday afternoons
She’d cycle to the cemetery with roses from the garden
That had won prizes in the past.
Sometimes her cycle rested idly in the shed
While she visited her children and grandchildren
In New Zealand, Canada or the Philippines.
Home once more she pedalled off
Enriched by these new-found worlds.
She even dared to give a talk to her Townswomen’s Guild.
(VIII)
But time finally forced a change of gear.
At 84 she had to dismount – black ice, a broken wrist.
On my next visit we maintained a fiction:
The bike would go to my Welsh hillside and give
Good service there. No knacker’s yard
For this loyal friend. Before we heaved it
Into the back of the car, my mother stood
Patting the saddle and, stooping forward,
She tenderly kissed the handle-bars.
As I drove away I could see
Her diminishing figure still waving goodbye.
Catherine Redfern

Joanna’s poem is overleaf...
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Spring Poetry Event - continued...
Thank you for the hat
for PP
I’m holding a hat
of soft, four-ply wool
in a fine Fair Isle pattern
and colours the colour
of tree, sky and autumn.
This hat, nestled light
against fingers and palm,
is just the right size
to keep my ears warm
and not cover my eyes.

Do we need a Re-set post-Covid?
ather than ask residents to complete another survey,
the Steering Group is asking you to let us know your
ideas, in your own words, about how our
community needs to ‘re-set’ after the experience of the
pandemic.
Coronavirus has brought many changes to our lives,
and there will no doubt be many more. The effects will last
longer than the roll-out of the vaccine, and some will be
lasting.
In January 2020, you gave us, through the Residents’
Survey, a clear indication of what you thought were the
priorities for the Strettons, and these have guided the
work of the Group over the last difficult year. But as
circumstances have changed, have those priorities changed
too?
We would be more than interested to hear your
thinking on this. Please send your contributions to me on
email or to the postal address below. The closing date is
30th June.
By the time you read this, there will be further reports
on our website www.strettonsclp.org.uk, this time on
Health and Social Care, and on Community Facilities. The
Working Groups on Housing and the Environment are also
busy, and we are starting on the task of pulling everything
together into a draft plan.
David Howard
Chair, Community-Led Plan Steering Group
Culmore, Clive Avenue, Church Stretton, Shropshire, SY6 7BL
Tel.: 01694 722904
Email: dahowardscc@outlook.com

R
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This hat has been knitted –
which ought to be ‘knat’ –
by someone to thank me
for I’m not sure what.
Her hands made this hat.
I’m wearing it now
my hand-knitted hat.
I’ll wear it all winter,
remember its maker
and thank her: Thank you,
it’s beautiful, Pat.
Joanna Clark

Bird Surveys

T

he bird survey is underway. Please let us know if
you see or hear curlew, lapwing, kestrel or cuckoo,
or have already done so. Dipper have had a poor
season, but some pairs may either attempt to raise a second
brood, or re-lay if their nest is predated, so again please let
us know if you see a dipper. Thank you for your ongoing
help.
Reports to Leo Smith, leo@leosmith.org.uk.

Projects Update, Penny Bienz

Dipper (Cinclus cinclus). John Swift
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E. B. JONES

G. H. JONES & SON

PAINTER & DECORATOR

Est. 1966

35 Years Experience
Interior & Exterior
All Work Guaranteed
Tel: Church Stretton 01694 724010

PAINTERS & DECORATORS

Telephone: Church Stretton
(01694) 722148
Mobile: 07808 670806

Roger Lucas
Painter
and
Decorator
01694 723237
07772 705856

ABBEY CARPETS
(Mark & Jane Brain)

12 Beaumont Rd. Church Stretton SY6 6BN
01694 722719 07527 886531
Over 35 yrs experience is our quality ﬁtting guarantee
Personal Service throughout
Home Choose Available
Saturday appointments by arrangement

Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 9.30 - 4pm
www.abbeycarpetsltd.co.uk
Email: jane@abbeycarpetsltd.co.uk
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LEE BROWN PLUMBING AND HEATING
GAS, NATURAL AND LPG, DOMESTIC AND COMMERCIAL CATERING ENGINEERS

GAS AND BOILER SERVICING, INSTALLATIONS AND BREAKDOWNS
COOKERS AND FIRES
GAS SAFETY CERTIFICATES
LANDLORD SAFETY CERTIFICATES
SMALL PLUMBING WORK ALWAYS UNDERTAKEN
UNVENTED CYLINDERS, POWER FLUSHING
ENERGY EFFICIENCY AND
WATER REGULATIONS
TEL: 01694 724429
MOBILE: (DAYTIME): 07870 754201
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Churches in the Strettons
ANGLICAN CHURCH (The United Parish of St Laurence, Church Stretton, with St Michael & All Angels, All
Stretton, and All Saints, Little Stretton) Rector: Rev’d Steve Johnson (Tel: 722585)
Website: www.strettonparish.org.uk
Sunday Services
Holy Communion a quiet reflective service . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8.00 am
Morning Worship
Holy Communion every Sunday, except Morning Prayer on 4th Sunday . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9.30 am
Refreshments in Parish Centre . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10.20 until 11.05 am
Informal Service (Communion on 4th Sunday) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11.15 am
All ages 1st Sunday; children go out to groups other Sundays
Crèche facilities provided with this service every Sunday
Groups for children and youth groups on all but 1st Sunday, when all ages stay together
Evening Worship. (On 4th Sunday Holy Communion with special prayers for Healing). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6.00 pm
Hot Chocolate Club - For all pupils in Church Stretton School. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mondays 12.30 - 1.15 pm
Oasis - For pupils in years 7-9 in Church Stretton School who would like to explore faith. Tuesdays 12.30 - 1.15 pm
Youthzone - Sunday mornings during 11.05 service for 11-16yrs (except 1st Sunday in month); Meet in Church
Young people (11+): Contact the Office on 2 22 or Sally Clilverd: sally strettonparish.org.uk
Weekday Activities: Many house groups and activities are held throughout the week. Contact the Parish Office
for details or see church notice boards or leaflets in church.
Thursdays: Holy Communion . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11.30 am
All Saints, Little Stretton. A traditional Sunday Service is held each Sunday
Week 1:
Evening Prayer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3.00 pm
Weeks 2, 4 and 5: Holy Communion. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11.00 am
Week 3:
Morning Prayer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11.00 am
St Michael’s & All Angels, All Stretton (Local Ecumenical Partnership with URC) Contact: 724224
Sunday Services
Week 1: Morning Worship
10.30 am
Week 2: Holy Communion (Anglican)
10.30 am
Week 3: Morning Worship
10.30 am
Week 4: Holy Communion (URC)
10.30 am
Week 5: Holy Communion (Traditional Anglican)
10.30 am
e aris O ﬁce is in the Parish Centre, Church St. (Tel: 724224).
Open 9am to 12.30pm Monday to Friday
Secretary: Jo A e. Email: office strettonparish.org.uk
METHODIST CHURCH Minister: Rev’d George Heinz (Tel: 07538 480626)
Website: www.churchstretton-methodistchurch.org.uk
Hall bookings: Carole Coles (Tel: 724958)
Sunday Services
Morning Service
10.30 am
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS (QUAKERS) Co-clerks: Lesley Richards and Charles West (Tel: 722068)
Email: csqm gorswen.co.uk
Sundays: Meetings for Worship in the Silvester Horne Committee Room; Children on 4th Sunday in month . 10.30 am
For details of home discussion groups please telephone the Clerks.
ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH Priest: Canon Jonathan Mitchell (Tel: 01694 658091)
St Milburga’s, Church Stretton
Email: stmilburga gmail.com
Sunday:
Mass . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9.15 am
Wednesday - Friday: Daily Mass . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9.30 am
Saturday:
Evening Mass . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6.00 pm
Catholic Women’s League meets on the 2nd Thursday of each month following the morning Mass at 9.30.
St Walburga’s, Plowden
Sunday Mass . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11.00 am
UNITED REFORMED CHURCH Minister: (vacant)
Website: churchstretton.urc.org.uk
Sunday Services
Worship, with Activity Club for children, followed by refreshments in the church hall. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10.30 am
(On the 1st Sunday in month worship includes Holy Communion)
Weekday Activities
Mondays:
(Week 1) Ladies’ Group . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.30 pm
Wednesdays:
(Week 1) Ladies’ Link . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7.30 pm
Wednesdays:
Half hour meeting for prayer and discussion. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9.30 am
Church Contact: Tel: 2212 Email: urcchurchstretton gmail.com Room hire: Tel: 22 2
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Clubs and Societies in Church Stretton with names of Secretary and contact details
Allotment Gardens Association
All Stretton Village Hall
All Stretton History Society
All Stretton Village Society
Alzheimers Carer’s Support (Mayfair)
Amnesty, Church Stretton Group
Ancient Greek Study Group
Archers, Long Mynd
Army Cadet Force
ArtsAlive Church Stretton
Arts Festival, Church Stretton South Shropshire
Badminton Club Monday 8 1 pm
Badminton Club Junior and Adult, Wednesday
Beacon (Activities and Care at Mayfair)
Books (Mayfair Shop)
Book Sales Mayfair Rotary
Bowling Club, Church Stretton Probus
Bowling Club, Indoor
Bowling Club, Ladies’
Breathing Space Singing for health and wellbeing
Bridge Club (Thursday 1-5pm, All Stretton Vlge Hall)
Bridleways Association, Long Mynd and District
Brownies, Church Stretton
Busy Bees Preschool
Camera Club, Long Mynd
Cancer Research UK
Cancer Support Group, Stretton
Chamber of Trade, Church Stretton
Chess Club, Church Stretton
Choral Society, Stretton
Churches Together
Church Stretton School Theatre
Citizens Advice Bureau
Civic Society, The Strettons
Civil Service Retirement Fellowship, C S Group
Climate Care, Stretton
Country Market (ex WI)
Credit Union
Cricket Club, Church Stretton
Croquet Club
Cub Scouts, Longmynd Tuesday Pack
Cub Scouts, Longmynd Wednesday Pack
Cycle Group, Stretton Steadies
Darts, Church Stretton and District League
Dementia Carers’ Support
Dominoes, Church Stretton and District League
Dramatic Society, All Stretton Amateur
E plorer Scouts
Extend (Gentle Exercise) Mayfair
Fitness Instructor
Fitness for the Young at Heart
Flicks in the Sticks All Stretton
Flicks in the Sticks Church Stretton
Football Club, Church Stretton Town
Football Club, Magpies 16 years old
Football Club, Stretton Red Rovers (6-15 years old)
Friends of Church Stretton Library
Gardening Club, Acton Scott
Gardening Club, Church Stretton District
Gliding, Midlands Gliding Club Ltd
Golf Club
Good Neighbours Care Group
Guiding, 2nd Church Stretton
Hockey Club, Stretton Juniors 1 years old
Hope Bowdler Hand Bell Ringers
Horse Show, Church Stretton
Interfaith Forum, South Shropshire
Inner Wheel Club, Church Stretton
Judo, Junior
Karate Club
Keep Fit, Stretton
Languages Group
Leisure Centre, Church Stretton
Lesbian & Bisexual Women, Border Women Social Group
Line Dancing
Lions Club, Middle Marches
Local History Group
Long Mynd Adventure Camp
Martial Arts, Freestyle
Masonic Lodge Caer Caradoc
Masonic Lodge Longmynd
Maysi Project
Methodist Church Network Group
Mothers’ Union, Church Stretton
Music: Strettons Classical Music Group
Ornithological Society, Stretton Branch
Parish Paths Partnership
Parkinson’s UK
Photography, Marches Independent
Pilates e ercise
Pride of Place, Church Stretton
Probus, Strettondale
Rail User’s Association, Church Stretton
Radio Control Model Club, Church Stretton
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Alan Mileson
2
allstrettonvillagehall gmail.com
Ruth Grafton
2 18
Caroline Crump
2 28
Jackie Pennington
722077
Barbara Parnell
720040
David Langslow
2
8
Sue Williamson
22 6
Lt Wheelden
1
2 1
Michael Walker
2 1 2
Gloria Carter
2 1 6
Mike Rounsefell
2 162
Alan Fo
2 88
Joy King
722077
Tony Crowe
723292
Sue Hird
2 2
Glyn Morgan
22 88
Alan Mileson
2
Mrs M Paine
722489
Kate Buttolph
2
8
Dom Wilson
723128
Lynn Townsend
722667
Judy Russell
2
6
Church Stretton School
722209
Amanda Page
Sue Toghill
22 1
Lesley McIntyre
723427
Stuart Wright
722237
Tom Williamson
22 6
Ru Trew
724297
Lesley Richards
722068
Alan Fo
2 88
c/o Mayfair
722077
Charles Simmonds
2 11
John Brewer
722965
David Howard
722904
Ann Lloyd
07889 143057
c/o Mayfair
722077
Rob Whittall
6
1
Fane Conant
722610
Jane Wrench
2 2
Andrew Spurling
2 2
Clive Fiona Hunt
Mark Davies Verd
88 1
Emma Wilde
01743 341800
Martin Salisbury
723253
Eric Huff
2
6
Angie Walshaw
2
Nicola Daniels
722077
Pam Allsop
2 8
Pam Allsop
2 8
Kate Latchford
2
8
Eric and Lesley Brown
2
Nick Cole
2 62
816 6861
Martin Watts
2
Sheila Davies
723455
Terri Clegg
81 2
Evelyn Dapling
2 6 8
Office
1 88 6 2 6
James Townsend
22281
Office
2 2 2
Jane Hurst
1622
Martin Watts
2
Ruth Jenkins
724919
Sarah Davies
1
Canon Noel Beattie
725530
Anne Tipper
18 8
Roger Houston
1
8 1
Dave Shephard
2 212
Lisa Ryan
751369
David Langslow
2
8
Sue Wells
2
1
Dave Bishop
Brian Dawson
Madeline Haigh
Peter Jenkins
Phil Hatton
Graham Williams
Charles Hennell
Janet Williams
Stella Jandrell
Diana Coles
Barbara Hall
David John
John Goyne
Heather Broughton
Geoff Taylor
Sandra Liebrecht
Trevor Halsey
Alan Stockbridge
Alison Bradley
Tim Goodwin

2 26 8 6
1 8 8 1 8
2 62
724919
07852 961675
1
26
1 8 8 6 16
22
2
1
723548
724578
2
2
2 1
1
181
2
1
8166
22 1
722138
2
2

amileson lineone.net
www.allstrettonvillagehall.org.uk
janegra waitrose.com
carolinecrump68 icloud.com
[Monthly, 2nd Friday, 2.00pm] www.mayfaircentre.org
stretlang gmail.com
sue chelmickforge.co.uk
info.shropshireacf rfca.org.uk
fontenay1 btinternet.com
carter
f2s.com
midiblue tiscali.co.uk
alandavidfo
live.co.uk
(Mayfair) www.mayfaircentre.org.uk
smhird btinternet.com
crocrus2 tiscali.co.uk
amileson lineone.net
kate playonperformingarts.co.uk
www.bridgewebs.com/churchstretton
davejudy1

googlemail.com

secretary longmyndcameraclub.co.uk
susantoghill outlook.com
tswilliamson
gmail.com
strettonchoral gmail.com www.strettonchoral.org.uk
or
6
alandavidfo
live.co.uk
(Mayfair) [Thursdays] www.mayfaircentre.org.uk
candp.simmonds googlemail.com
or (01694) 731274
(Mayfair) [Wednesdays] www.mayfaircentre.org.uk
churchstrettoncricketclub gmail.com
fanesue aol.com www.churchstrettoncroquet.org.uk
janewrench2 gmail.com
aspurling btinternet.com
strettonsteadies gmail.com
verddavies 2 gmail.com
mail plush hill.co.uk
angiewalshaw hotmail.com
[Thursday mornings] www.mayfaircentre.org.uk
pamallsop churchway.plus.com
pamallsop churchway.plus.com
terri artsalive.co.uk
ec.brown btinternet.com
nick eloc.eclipse.co.uk
enquiries csmfc.co.uk
contact redrovers.org.uk
www.strettonlibraryfriends.org.uk
actonscottgc gmail.com
evedapling waitrose.com
office midlandgliding.club
secretary churchstrettongolfclub.co.uk
janehurst
hotmail.co.uk
mlwatts yahoo.co.uk
daviesblackhurst

aol.com

anne.tipper gmail.com
RogerHoustonJudo aol.com
daveshepard1
gmail.com
stretlang gmail.com
info teme leisure.co.uk
borderwomen.net
southerncrossldc gmail.com
thefirs 8 btinternet.com
csalhg outlook.com
freestylemartiaarts.com/stretton
caercaradoclodge gmail.com
charles hennell.net www.longmyndlodge.org.uk
information mayfaircentre.org.uk
daj1 6scp btinternet.com
poolbrook12 gmail.com
johngoyne btinternet.com
parky twood.net
gtaylor.photo btinternet,com
selenaorme yahoo.co.uk
trevorhalsey btinternet.com
alan.stockbridge btinternet.com
www.strettonrailusers.org.uk
tmgdwn gmail.com
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RAF Roundel Club
Rainbows, Church Stretton
Ramblers, The South Shropshire Group
Rangers Girl Guides Church Stretton Group
Readers Group at the Library
RNLI
Rotary Club of Church Stretton
Royal British Legion
Rugby Club, Church Stretton Samurai
Rushbury and Cardington WI
Save the Children
Scottish Dancers, Stretton
Scouts, 2nd Longmynd Group
Scrappies Shropshire Children’s Scrapstore
Shropshire Strummers
Singers, The More Singers
Singers, Stretton Community
Soaring Association, Long Mynd model gliders
Soaring Club, Long Mynd (Hangliding & paragliding)
Stepping Stones Nursery
Stretton Players
Stretton Pool Action
Stroke Group, Church Stretton and District
Swing Band, Stretton
Table Tennis, Church Stretton
Table Tennis, Leebotwood
Table Tennis, Rushbury
T’ai Chi
Taiko Drumming
Taoist Tai Chi, Longmynd
Tennis Club
Theatre & Concert Group, Stretton
Thursday Lunch Club (Ley Gardens)
Traidcraft (fairly traded goods)
Tree Group, Church Stretton
Tuesday Day Centre, Church Stretton
United Nations Association, C S Branch
University of the Third Age (U3A)
Upright and Active (falls prevention strength & balance)
Walking for Health
Walking Football
Wildlife Group, SACWG, Community
Wildlife Trust, Strettons Branch
Women’s Group, Church Stretton 1
Women’s Institute, CS Marmaladies WI
Women’s Inst., Rushbury and Cardington
Women’s Institute, All Stretton
Yoga (Mayfair)
Youth
St Laurence’s

John L Davies
Judy Russell
Darren
Ana Ireland
Felicity
Brian Bradley
Pat Stokes Smith
Les Mackey
Martyn Longhurst
Kaye Smith
Ann Hurst
David Thomas
Terry Davies

724703
2
6
07837 021138
2
22
221 8
2 18
2
2

771554
1622
722107
2
28 8
David Rae
22
Deborah Croom-Johnson
112
Kate Buttolph
82 8
Tim Goodwin
2
2
Tim Dunn
1 88 6 2 1
Anne Arkwright
722341
Simon Cleaton
1
81
David Betton
2211 1
Hilary Parker
723419
Jamie Wrench
2 2
Leisure Centre
720051
Will Priestley
724223
Ian Pennington
1 1
Marc Lacey
722077
James Barrow
2 16
Jo Lendon
1
6 8
Claire Hatfield
2 12
Jenny or Graham Heath
722216
Margaret Hamer
722407
Maureen Clow
722000
Hilary Hymas
2 2 8
Joy Wilson
723687
Ruth Davies
2
Lesley Brown
724330
c/o Mayfair
722077
Nicola Daniels
722077
Ken Willis
28 1
Penny Bien
2 8
Wally Blake
724040
Jaki Moores
22
Carol Greswell
8
81 8
Kaye Smith
1
Heather Hathaway
22
c/o Mayfair
722077
Sally Clilverd
724224

davejudy1

googlemail.com

anaireland 1 gmail.com
churchstretton.library shropshire.gov.uk
b.glenmoar gmail.com
patstokessmith hotmail.com
sulesmackey btinternet.com
martynlonghurst hotmail.com
ann.hurst 6

gmail.com

mrterrydavies hotmail.com
info scrappies.org
d.j.rae 62 gmail.com
Annturner 12 hotmail.com
kate playonperformingarts.co.uk
info lmsa.org.uk www.lmsa.org.uk
coaching longmynd.org
strettonplayers gmail.com
dmbetton googlemail.com
jamie.wrench

lineone.net

ianpennington1
btinternet.com
(Mayfair) www.mayfaircentre.org.uk
James taikowest.com
jolendon hotmail.co.uk
mail strataassociates.co.uk
heath knollcrest.co.uk strettontheatreandconcert.net
(or Dawn Longmore 722328)
hilaryhymas

gmail.com

daviescs btinternet.com
u3asites.org.uk/churchstretton/contact
(Mayfair) www.mayfaircentre.org.uk
(Mayfair) www.mayfaircentre.org.uk
gordonwillis go plus.net
sacwg shropscwgs.org.uk
ganja
btinternet.com
marmaladieswi gmail.com
kayerubetta.smith btinternet.com
allstrettonwi gmail.com
(Mayfair) www.mayfaircentre.org.uk
sally strettonparish.org.uk

Additions and corrections to this list should be addressed to: The Editor, Stretton Focus, by email: editor@strettonfocus.co.uk

Church Stretton Town Councillors
Town Clerk: (vacancy) RFO: Beverley Clarke Office Hours: Monday to Friday 1 . am 1. pm and 2.
. pm
ouncil O ﬁce 6 High Street, Church Stretton SY6 6BY. Tel: 2211 , Fa : 2 6 8. email: secretary churchstretton tc.gov.uk
South Ward
North Ward
Little Stretton Ward
Lyn Antill
07734 294909
Nicola Carter
07581 300498
Colin Carson
722784
Ryan Foulkes
07528 372471
Sheila Davies
723455
Julie Lawton
723750
Daniel Hartshorne
07802 610277
John Luck
725596
All Stretton Ward
Mark Morris
722741
Bob Welch (Mayor)
722998
Andy Munro
725554
Helen Stowell
07879 848168
Shropshire (Unitary) Councillors for the Area
David Evans
1 88 6 21
email: david.evans shropshire.gov.uk
Hilary Luff
8
6 8
email: hilary.luff shropshire.gov.uk
MP for Ludlow Constituency: Philip Dunne, 54 Broad St, Ludlow, SY8 1GP, 01584 872187.
StrettonDale Local Joint Committee (Details pending)
Responsibilities for Public Services
Domestic rubbish: Shropshire Council
0345 678 9007
Street cleaning: Shropshire Council
0345 678 9006
Electricity power failure:
105
Gas emergencies
0800 111999
Last collection at Family Shopper letter box Weekdays 6.00pm, Saturdays 12.00 noon, No collection Sundays and Bank Holidays
Some useful numbers
Medical Centre
Church Stretton School
722209
appointments and general enquiries 722127
St Lawrences C of E Primary School
722682
out of hours
111
Sports and Leisure Centre (Teme Leisure)
720051
NHS Choices
111
Church Stretton Library
722535
Ring and Ride
720025
South Shropshire Furniture Scheme
01584 877751
Shropshire Council (Shrewsbury)
0345 678 9000
Domestic Abuse Helpline: 0800 783 1359 - 24hr support
Visitor Information Centre and Shropshire Customer First Point: 723133
South Shropshire Housing Association: 0300 3031190 (Housing and Support)
Police - Non emergency only 101, Emergency 999
Local Police Team Message Service not to be used for crime or emergencies : 1
26
or csca.snt westmercia.pnn.police.uk
Safer Neighbourhood Team (SNT): Inspector Nicola Roberts [223695]: Tel 101 ext 4630; Sergeant Kapil Pindoria [21284]: Tel 101 ext 66601
Police Community Support Officers PCSOs :
Lisa Thomas [226064]: 07870 163208; David Baron [226417]: 07870 163156; Julia St-John Martin [224002]: 07870 163199
Neighbourhood Watch Crime stoppers: 8
111. Twitter: SouthShropCops
Police Station now closed, but there is a 24 hour telephone service there connected to another centre.
Support at Mayfair Community Centre - run by the Community for the Community 722077
For activities and support groups at Mayfair, please refer to the entries under ‘Clubs and Societies’ and to their advertisement.
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Stretton Directory: Index to Advertisers
Accommodation
see Hotels, B&B, Self Catering

Shropshire Sweep .................... 19
Stanton Sweeps ....................... 19

Accountants and Bookkeeping
James, Holyoak Parker ......... 37
RLW Accountants ..................... 32

Clothes
Entertaining Elephants ............. 52

Architects, Town Planning
Batch Valley Design.................. 19
Christopher Roscoe Assocs ..... 19
Strata Associates ...................... 19
Bathrooms
see Kitchens, Bathrooms
Beauty, Slimming
see Hairdressers, Health, Beauty
Bed & Breakfast, Self Catering
see Hotels, B&B, Self Catering
Bookshop
Burway Books........................... 40
Builders, Plant & Equipment
A J Lewis Price ......................... 23
A Morgan .................................. 29
A.2.Z Construction .................... 25
Ben Homden............................. 29
David Spencer .......................... 25
E J G J Groom ...................... 23
Farmer Plant Services .............. 23
Joe Drury .................................. 29
John Hammond ........................ 23
K J Morris ................................. 29
Mark Terry................................. 25
Morris Maintenance .................. 25
Paul Tinsley .............................. 29
Period Window Restorations .... 29
Peter Tip’s Tipper...................... 25
Richard Sherratt Builders ......... 23
Ryder Home Improvements...... 25
SMM ......................................... 29
Cafés
see Restaurants, Cafés, Pubs
Calor Gas
A & B Smith .............................. 14
Cards and Gifts
Entertaining Elephants ............. 52
Stretton Print & Supplies .......... 32
Care - Homes and At Home
Bluebird Care.............................. 9
Carpenters & Joiners
E J G J Groom ...................... 23
J R Callwood ............................ 23
John Hammond ........................ 23
Mark Terry................................. 25
Mike Webster............................ 44
Paul Forrester ........................... 25
Carpets
Abbey Carpets .......................... 43
Catteries and Kennels
see Pet Food, Pet Care
Chemist
Hillside Pharmacy ..................... 17
Child Care
Hilary’s Childcare...................... 37
Chiropodists
Caroline Crump ........................ 17
Crown Podiatry ......................... 17
Cleaning and House Care
Chris Sansom Pest Control ...... 17
Cleanrite Services .................... 17
In Depth Cleaning ..................... 19
Shaw Clean .............................. 19
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Coaches
Caradoc Coaches ..................... 13
Community Centre
Mayfair ........................................ 9
Computing, Graphic and Web
Design
Jason Gough ............................ 52
Nic Sansom .............................. 52
Stretton Internet ........................ 52
Webbe Technical Services ...... 52
Cycle Repairs
Go Cycling ................................ 43
Decorators
see Painters, Decorators
DIY & Hardware
Cyril Bason Hardware............... 39
Mynd DIY .................................. 39
Stretton DIY .............................. 39
The Door Knocker Company .... 40
Domestic Appliances & Repairs
A & B Smith .............................. 14
Continental Fireplaces .............. 14
Norman Jones .......................... 14
Electrical Services, Lighting
AMP Electrical .......................... 39
Bo all’s Electrician.................... 39
Charles Ephraim ....................... 39
M C Electrical ........................... 39
Stephen Morgan ....................... 39
Estate Agents
Bluestone.................................. 31
Miller Evans .............................. 31
Samuel Wood ........................... 31
Wrights Estate Agents .............. 31
Financial Services & Insurance
Caleb Roberts........................... 37
Crown Wealth Management ..... 32
NFU Mutual .............................. 32
Philippa Gee ............................. 37
Wrights Yorkshire Building Soc. 37
Fine Art Restoration
Stretton Fine Art Restoration .... 40
Florist
John R Thomas ........................ 43
Shropshire Flower Company .... 43
Food, Delicatessen
Entertaining Elephants ............. 52
van doesburg’s ......................... 52
Funeral Arrangements
A S Morris and Son................... 13
South Shropshire Remembrance
Park .......................................... 13
Furniture Restoration
J R Callwood ............................ 23
Garage Services
Burway Garage......................... 13
Central Garage ......................... 13
MOT Clinic ................................ 13
Garden Design, Services,
Supplies
Ben Carter ................................ 20
Ben Homden............................. 29
Church Stretton Tree Surgery... 20
Farmer Plant Services .............. 23

Occasional Adverts not indexed

Integral Gardens ....................... 20
John Stephens Services ........... 20
Keith Warrington ....................... 20
Mike Russell Designs ............... 20
Paul Forrester ........................... 25
Paul Tinsley .............................. 29
Peter Tip’s Tipper...................... 25
Shropshire Lawn Co ................. 20
Stretton DIY .............................. 39
Unique Landscapes .................. 20
Whitehead Trees ...................... 20
Garden Machinery
Newington Garage.................... 13
Stretton DIY .............................. 39
Hairdressers, Health, Beauty
Anthony’s Hair Studio ................. 9
Health Beauty Clinic ................ 9
Middletons .................................. 9
Shampers ................................... 9
Health, Therapies
see also Chiropodists &
Physiotherapists
Amanda Bedding ...................... 49
Birch Tree Refle ology ............. 44
Bodylogic Mobile Massage ....... 49
Cate Gowlett ............................. 44
Forever Living Products............ 49
Mandy Mason ........................... 44
Mayfair ........................................ 9
Hobbies
Burway Books........................... 40
The Prolific Crafter.................... 43
Home & Garden
Caradoc Charcoal..................... 43
The Door Knocker Company .... 40
The Garden Room .................... 43
The Prolific Crafter.................... 43
Home Furnishings
Abbey Carpets .......................... 43
Louise Watney .......................... 40
Hotels, B&B and Self Catering
Eaton Manor ............................. 20
Mynd House ............................. 49
Willowbatch .............................. 20
House and Garden Clearance
Peter Tip’s Tipper...................... 25
Insurance
see Financial Services, Insurance
Keep Fit
see Health, Therapies, Keep Fit
Kennels
Netley Kennels ......................... 37
Kitchens, Bathrooms
A J Lewis Price ......................... 23
A.2.Z Construction .................... 25
County Tiles Bathrooms ........ 23
Homefi .................................... 44
John Hammond ........................ 23
Lee Brown ................................ 44
Mark Terry................................. 25
Paul Forrester ........................... 25
Ryder Home Improvements...... 25
SMM ......................................... 29

Painters & Decorators
Andrew Webster ....................... 40
D R Tipton................................. 40
Don Hale................................... 40
DWS Property Services ............ 40
E B Jones ................................. 43
G H Jones Son ...................... 43
Paul Forrester ........................... 25
Roger Lucas ............................. 43
Pest Control
Chris Sansom Pest Control ...... 17
Keith Warrington ....................... 20
Pet Food and Pet Care
John R Thomas ........................ 43
Pharmacy
Hillside Pharmacy ..................... 17
Physiotherapists
Chris Turner .............................. 17
Marion Murdoch........................ 17
Physio Pilates ........................... 17
Plumbers, Heating
Gary Paris................................. 49
Homefi .................................... 44
J Morris ..................................... 49
John Hammond ........................ 23
K J Davies Gas Services....... 44
Lee Brown ................................ 44
Morris Maintenance .................. 25
Peter Floyd ............................... 49
Ryder Home Improvements...... 25
SMM ......................................... 29
Whitfield Plumbing .................... 49
Whiting Heating ........................ 44
Printing, Copying, Photo
Products
Craven Design Print .............. 32
Marshbrook Print ...................... 32
Stretton Print & Supplies .......... 32
Restaurants, Cafés, Pubs
Berry’s ...................................... 52
The Loft .................................... 52
Skip Hire
John Stephens Services ........... 20
Peter Tip’s Tipper...................... 25
Solicitors
FBC Manby Bowdler................. 14
PCB Solicitors........................... 14
Storage
Craven Self Storage ................. 29
Self Storage Containers ........... 29
Sweep
Shropshire Sweep .................... 19
Stanton Sweeps ....................... 19
Taxi
Longmynd Private Hire ............. 13
Tree Surgery
Church Stretton Tree Surgery... 20
Whitehead Trees ...................... 20
Watches, Batteries, Straps
The Outdoor Depot ................... 40

Logs & Charcoal
Caradoc Charcoal..................... 43

Windows
A Morgan .................................. 29
Period Window Restorations .... 29

Mobility
Stretton Mobility Store .............. 13

Window Cleaning
Handyman Services ................. 17

Outdoor Clothing and
Equipment
The Outdoor Depot ................... 40
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ALL PLUMBING JOBS
PLUMBING

CALL PETER FLOYD
(30 YEARS EXPERIENCE)
RELIABLE SERVICE, REASONABLE PRICES

07885 585849

Stretton Focus
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Locally based
Plumber
General maintenance work
25+ years experience
Saniflo Engineer (separate
rates apply)
No job too small
£25.00 first hour/part
£20.00 per hour thereafter
Can price by job if over 1 day

Call GARY PARIS
01584 861844
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Gran’s Remedies, Tips and Other Homilies

I

t seems that our columns on household hints and tips
iron to the head of a (rusty) screw for a short time and use
has caused curiosity and intrigue, not to mention some the screwdriver while the screw is still hot.” Don’t burn
experiments. Here are some remedies and recipes from
your fingers, though!
the 19th century – I hope you enjoy them even though
Here’s one about how to prolong the life of a tennis
you might think them curious in the extreme. Writer
ball. Granny said, “Rub them hard on a rough door
Jean Penny collected them when she spent time with her
mat and they will look like new.” And for any sport that
Granny, Elizabeth Anne Manley (pictured), who was born
involves getting down and dirty, “Potato water is excellent
in 1876 and who inherited them from her own mother.
for cleaning mud stains from nearly every kind of cloth and
Jean died some time ago and her publisher, Ex Libris Press, garment.” It’s biodegradable, too, and much cheaper than
has given permission for extracts to be shared with our
washing liquid tabs.
readers. Here goes:
In the days before fridges,
To cure a cough and sore
keeping food fresh, especially in
throat, Granny Manley used a
summer, was a problem. Here’s
home-made remedy. “Mix one
what Granny said about keeping
ounce of syrup of squills with one
milk fresh: “A tiny pinch of
tablespoon full of glycerine and
bicarbonate of soda put into
honey. Mix one teaspoon full into
the milk as soon as it arrives
two teaspoons full of water. Drink
will prevent it going sour and
at night and whenever the cough
is quite tasteless.” And, for the
is troublesome.”
jam and pickle makers among
The squill is a large bulb
you, “A small pailful of lime
that grows in sandy soils; it
should be kept in the cupboard
produces tall, dark green leaves
with preserves to prevent them
and a lilac-shaped multi-floret
mouldering.”
flower. The bulb is highly toxic if
Granny had health advice,
eaten but, dried and powdered,
too. Here’s one for the common
it’s still used in some rat poison
cold. “Take two large Spanish
formulas. Nevertheless, carefully
onions; divide into small pieces
harvested extracts were valued
and put into a saucepan with a
as medicines in early classical
salt-spoon of salt, three ounces of
time. Pythagoras (born 569BC)
butter and a pint of cold water.
developed an Oxymel of Squill,
Simmer until tender then pour
an extract that he mixed with
into a hot basin. Sprinkle with
honey and vinegar to treat
pepper and eat as hot as possible
coughs and colds. However,
just before going to a warm bed.”
accusations of witchcraft were
Mmm. Not sure about that one.
often levelled at people who used
Also “To remove a splinter, nearly
plants as medicines, particularly
fill a wide-mouthed bottle with
throughout the Middle Ages and
hot water, then hold the injured
Gran – Elizabeth Ann Manley – on the day she
medieval times. Best not to try it
part over this and press down
became engaged, 21 April 1898
at home, just in case.
tightly. The suction will act as a
On drinking alcohol, Granny
poultice and draw the flesh down,
said, “Alcohol is harmful to the complexion, fattening and
when the splinter should come out easily.” I remember this
death can result from alcohol poisoning. It impairs control
one from my own mother’s collection of home remedies
of the finer perceptions, both of a mental and muscular
and no, I’m not that old!
nature. If you cannot abstain but want to avoid a hangover,
Granny said, about illness and accident, “Remember,
drink two large glasses of water before retiring to bed.
a pain is nature’s way of telling you something is wrong …
Never drink alcohol on an empty stomach. Strong alcohol
see to it!”
may be used for hardening the skin and also as an antiseptic
I found this little book, titled Gran’s Old-Fashioned
because it kills bacteria. Make sure it doesn’t kill you.” Wise Remedies, Wrinkles and Recipes, in a bin at the Book Sale,
advise, indeed.
which has been held twice a year at the URC church hall in
Granny seems to have been mindful of her health and
aid of Mayfair. When normal service resumes, why not have
of her sex appeal because she said, “Bare arms be bad for
a rummage yourself ? – you just don’t know what treasure is
’ee. They do attract colds and the men.” Good to know.
waiting for you.
Here’s a couple of tips for the DIY’ers among you.
Permission to use these extracts has been kindly granted by Ex
Granny said “Hot vinegar is commended as an effective
Libris Press http://www.ex-librisbooks.co.uk
agent in removing stains from glass” and “Hold a red-hot
Christine Williams
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A Life on the Line

T

he cat entered mid Line of Duty with a mouse he had
sourced for our ‘entertainment’.
Dispelling the influence of AC12 a timeless
chase ensued, cat and mouse, but with human intervention.
Human failed, cat lost and the winning mouse was
detained.... somewhere.... at our pleasure. Evidence
the following morning suggested the usual hideaway,
inaccessible behind the washing machine.
And so we lay siege – irregular cat patrols, an innocent
dog, feckless humans and a timid mouse. Siege equipment
was deployed, a ‘friendly’ mouse trap with an enticing bread
morsel, of course with no harm done to the creature other
than to its dignity. Feckless humans thought that dignity
was important to a mouse and so he was embraced by the
provision of a name, Rudy.
After exhaustive investigation into many mouse
incidents, we are less sure that food is the sole reason for
its ultimate capitulation – rather the manic beat of the
washing machine. Observation suggests that popular genres
of modern music are created and delivered in a mounting
frenzy as spin cycle engages and powers ever onward to a
vibrating climax that only the best of German engineering
can create. Experts are absorbed by the study of the varied
beat and pitch obtained by the combination of clothing
types. Boxers and bras create ‘soul’ whilst old ‘Y’ fronts
and string vests are definitely ‘punk rock’. The dog’s bed
on its own is ‘heavy metal’. Not possessing ‘Y’ fronts or
string vests (I wouldn’t own-up to them if I did), we think
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the dog’s bed – heavy metal – drove it to the state where
incarceration and an unknown fate were a better outcome.
And so there one morning we found little Rudy, head
bowed in his light green translucent capsule, for external
observation and to subdue fear. Of course, the distorted
green images he receives probably had the opposite effect
but then it was designed by feckless humans and not mice.
The cat had already attempted entry leaving the capsule on
its side to add to Rudy’s already pervading fear.
Having spent a few sessions with ‘Cat Herders
Anonymous’, I managed to catch the cat whilst remaining
calm and proceeded up the garden to a quiet area of long
grass, a potential escape point for a mouse. I engaged my
infra-red body-heat detecting binoculars looking for cats
and scanned the sky for raptors. Then gently releasing Rudy
from captivity he scurried into the blades of vegetation…
…and then to my amazement he slowly turned and
his little beady eyes looked directly into mine. And in that
moment we exchanged a deep understanding, traversing
species and taste in TV soaps. I said “good luck little chap,
keep safe and a long life.” He said, “next time, don’t ever put
‘Y’ fronts and string vests together, I can deal with heavy
metal but ‘punk rock’ drives me mad.”
So, after that magical moment he raised a little foot in a
goodbye, turned and disappeared; but I can’t work out why
his little toe was raised upward?
Richard Fillenham
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Jason Gough
computing services

Hardware Software
Consultancy
Repairs Installation Support
For Business and Home users
Over 2 Year’s E perience in the IT Industry

Contact Jason Gough on 01694 724752
Email: jason.gough@jg-compservices.com

Berry’s
17 High Street
Church Stretton
01694 724452
www.berryscoffeehouse.co.uk
Everything is home-made: breakfasts, hot and cold
meals, snacks, cream teas, cakes, children's menu.
Courtyard; fully licensed; dog-friendly; private room
for up to 12 people by prior arrangement.
Open every day from 9 am to 5 pm
Tripadvisor Travellers’ Choice* 2020
* in global top 10% of restaurants

52

June 2021

Stretton Focus

