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What’s On
If you wish to know the times of regular

1 Sunday

Service for Departed Loved Ones
6pm St Laurence’s

2 Monday

Flicks in the Sticks Church Stretton
‘The Second Best Exotic Marigold Hotel’
Cert PG 122 minutes
Tickets £4 adults, £2 children and students.
7.30 CS School

3 Tuesday
CS Library

Rhyme Time - fun, songs and rhymes for
children under 3 years.
10.30-11am

CS Library
Knit & Natter
Fancy a go at knitting? Why not come to our
knit and natter session? Bring needles and
wool if you have them.
5-7pm

Riding Lights Theatre Company
‘Baked Alaska’ - play
Tickets £12 adult, £9 concessions and
£7.50 for groups of 8+ under 18s
Contact Isabel Carter: 722296
CS School. 7.30pm

4 Wednesday

CS Methodist Network Group
Jean Woodland: ‘Matthew Rusike’
2.30pm at Craven Arms (not CS)

Long Mynd Camera Club
Geoff Taylor: ‘Nearest earthly place to
Paradise – the literary landscape of
Shropshire.’ £3 admission
7.30pm URC Hall

Photo: Geoff Taylor

(founded 1967)

Wheat field at Wilderhope

Stretton Focus

Printed by WPG, Welshpool

2

November 2015
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in the Strettons in November
meetings of societies and groups, please consult the list of societies and contacts in the yellow pages.

5 Thursday

Eaton-under-Heywood & Hope Bowdler WI

Stretton Traidcraft

AGM (no speaker this month)
7.30pm Hope Bowdler VH

Fairtrade goods for sale
10.30-1pm Mayfair

Shrops Wildlife Trust, Strettons Branch

CS Library
Local & Family History Session
Let our history volunteers guide you in your
local & history research. Free internet access
to Ancestry at your library. 1-4pm

6 Friday

Brief AGM, followed by a talk.
Tom Wall: ‘The Singular Stiperstones.’
Members £2, non-members £3
7.30pm Methodist Hall
Details from Janet on 722361

10 Tuesday

Country Market

Mayfair Craft Courses

8.30am-12noon Mayfair

Flicks in the Sticks All Stretton
‘The National Gallery’ Cert 12A
Behind the scenes at the National Gallery
documentary. Tickets: £4
7.30pm All Stretton VH

Dressmaking: ‘Make a pattern from a
garment WITHOUT unpicking it’
Pat Philpott. £35 inc lunch and
refreshments.
10am-4pm Mayfair

CS Library
Rhyme Time - fun, songs and rhymes for
children under 3 years.
10.30-11am

7 Saturday

Mayfair Craft Courses
Beginners Sewing Machine course
Week two of three, continues Nov 14
10am-4pm Mayfair

Coffee Morning and Sale
Admission £1.50 inc drink/cake
All proceeds donated to local charities
Ley Gardens, off Lawley Close
10.30-1pm Details from 722328

8 Sunday

Remembrance Service
9.30 Royal British Legion parade from the
CS & Districh Club for the 10am service at
St Laurence’s, followed by wreath laying and
two minute silence at the War Memorial and
playing of the Last Post.

9 Monday

Mayfair Craft Courses

CS Library
Time to Listen. Theme: ‘Remembrance’
Booktime for adults. Relax and enjoy
readings and poems spoken aloud.
11-12noon.

CS Library
Knit & Natter
Fancy a go at knitting? Why not come to our
knit and natter session? Bring needles and
wool if you have them.
5-7pm

Flicks in the Sticks All Stretton
‘The Tale of Princess Kaguya’ Cert U
Foreign Language film. Tickets: £6
7.00pm All Stretton VH

Strettondale Patient Participation Grp

Ipad Beginners Course
£10 pp (please note: this is for Ipads only, no
other ‘notebooks’). 1-3pm Mayfair

Stretton & Shropshire Cancer Care
The National Trust’s Chris Stratton relives
the drama of the Rev Donald Carr’s journey
home on the Long Mynd during the 19th
century’s worst snowstorm. 2.30pm Mayfair

Annual Open Evening
Includes a presentation about current GP
training and update on GP funding, plus
question/answer session.
7pm SHI

CS Methodist Wives & Friends
An Evening of Card Making.
7.30pm CS Methodist Church Hall

Engaging Issues
Sir Kevin Satchwell: ‘The Future Provision of
Education.’
7.30pm United Reformed Church

11 Wednesday

Church Stretton Business Women’s Club
Regular CSBWC monthly meeting. New
members and guests welcome.
9am Mayfair

Short Service of Remembrance
11am War Memorial, Longhills Road

CS Methodist Network Group
Brent Waite: ‘Photography’
2.30pm CS Methodist Hall

Flicks in the Sticks Hope Bowdler
‘Woman in Gold’ Cert PG-13
7.30pm Hope Bowdler VH Tickets £4

12 Thursday

Stretton Traidcraft
Fairtrade goods for sale
10.30-1pm Mayfair

CS Library
Local & Family History Session
Let our history volunteers guide you in your
local & history research. Free internet access
to Ancestry at your library. 1-4pm

Acton Scott Gardening Club
Jack Willgoss of Wildegoose Nursery: ‘A Late
Summer Love Affair’
Admission £2.50 for non-members
7.30pm Acton Scott VH

Church Stretton Marmaladies WI
AGM and Birthday Party, celebrating 100
years of the Women’s Institute.
Visitors/new members welcome.
7.30pm CS School (relocating to the CS&
District Club from Dec 2015)

13 Friday

Country Market
8.30am-12noon Mayfair

Continued on page 4
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CS Library
U3A Creative Writing Group
9.45-11.45am

Friday Night at the Horne
Steve ‘Big Man’ Clayton
Tickets: £10 from Burway Books, John
Thomas florist or CS Council office.
Details from 720132
7.30pm SHI

Eaton Manor Dinner/Talk
After dinner speaker Simon Brown, Baron
Brown of Eaton-under-Heywood: ‘Trial by
Jury’. In aid of St Edith’s Church, Eatonunder-Heywood
Tickets £30 Richard Clements 724078

14 Saturday

CS School PTA Craft Fayre
Christmas present ideas, Fairtrade and
ethnic gifts, raffle, food, teas etc
10am-4pm CS School

Methodist Hall
All welcome at the church for quiet reflection
with coffee and fellowship available in the
hall.
10.30am-12 noon

More Singers Concert
A Celebration of 20th Century English Choral
Music. Tickets: £8 from Burway Books, John
Thomas or on the door.
Info from Ann Etches: 723266
7.30pm United Reformed Church

Quiz Night with Ken Willis
In aid of Rose Cottage (Cats)
£4 pp. 7.30pm
CS & District Club

15 Sunday

Looking after Wenlock Edge
Walk through ancient woodland, plantation
forestry and grassland.
10am-2pm, £10 pp
Call 01694 725000 or
email wenlockedge@nationaltrust.org.uk

All Stretton History Society
A talk by Mary Mackenzie:
‘How to Trace your Family History’
3pm All Stretton VH

16 Monday

Mayfair Craft Courses
Silver PMC Clay Jewellery Making
Jules Harper. £40, inc lunch
10am-4pm Mayfair

4

What’s On continued
17 Tuesday
CS Library

Rhyme Time - fun, songs and rhymes for
children under 3 years.
10.30-11am

Mothers’ Union Meeting

19 Thursday

CS Indoor Market
9am-2pm Scout Hut, CS
Sandy Pearse 01694 723806
Booking forms from:
sandypearse3@hotmail.com

Stretton Traidcraft
Fairtrade goods for sale.10.30-1pm Mayfair

Richard Shephard: ‘Aspects of Education.’
All welcome.
2.30pm CS Parish Centre

CS Library
Knit & Natter
Fancy a go at knitting? Why not come to our
knit and natter session? Bring needles and
wool if you have them.
5-7pm

Of Mice and Men

CS Library
Local & Family History Session
Let our history volunteers guide you in your
local & history research. Free internet
access to Ancestry at your library. 1-4pm

Mayfair Craft Courses
Pop-Up or Tunnel Card Making
Katy Alston. £15. 4.30-6pm Mayfair

Strettondale Local Joint Committee

Broadway production.
Tickets: £11 senior, £5 junior.
Showing starts at 7pm with option of preshow meal from 5.45pm.
CS School. Tickets/Info: 722209

Flicks in the Sticks Acton Scott
‘Suite Francaise’ Cert 15
Tickets: £4, students £2
7.30pm Acton Scott VH

Agenda: ‘Transport and Community
Responses to Emergencies’
lisa.bedford@shropshire.gov.uk
7.30pm Leebotwood VH

20 Friday

Country Market.
8.30am-12noon Mayfair

Christingle Making Workshop

All Stretton Women’s Institute
AGM
7.30pm All Stretton VH

Make Christingle kits for Saturday’s Service.
Cake and drinks inc.
3.30-4.30pm Parish Centre

Arts Alive: ‘The Red Chair’ (14+)

18 Wednesday

Mayfair Drop-In Poetry Group
‘Parodies’ 2.15-4pm

CS Methodist Network Group
Hope House Children’s Hospices
2.30pm CS Methodist Hall

Long Mynd Camera Club
Club Competition No. 2
Subject: ‘Transport’
7.30pm URC Hall

Clod Ensemble. Tickets £8 adult, £5 14-18,
£28 family ticket - from 723378
7.30pm All Stretton VH

21 Saturday

Festive Frost Fair
Lots to see and do and buy.
Come and meet Father Christmas!
10.30-4.30pm Mayfair

Christingle Service
Interactive service followed by a parade to
the Square for the turning on of the
Christmas Tree lights. 4pm St Laurence’s

Tree Group
John Tuer: ‘Trees of Europe – Top to Toe.’
How European countries use their trees. All
welcome.
7.30pm Methodist Hall

19 Thursday to 21 Saturday
Dorrington Players

Two short plays of contrasting style: ‘The
Browning Version’ and ‘Interior Designs’
Tickets: £7 Thurs, £8 Fri/Sat, from Burway
Books, John Thomas or
www.dorringtonplayers.wordpress.com
7.30pm SHI

Christmas Tree Lights - Switch on
Market Square. 5.00pm

Royal British Legion CS Branch
Shrewsbury Police Male Voice Choir Concert,
directed by Jim Edmunds. Programme starts
at 7.30pm
Tickets: £8, from usual outlets.
CS School Theatre

November 2015
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What’s On continued
27 Friday

Ticklerton Folk Dance

Country Market

Contact No. 01694 722148
8pm til late. Ticklerton VH

8.30am-12noon Mayfair

23 Monday

CS Parkinson’s UK Support Group
Jean Huff: ‘Alpacas and Spinning’
2.30pm Jubilee Room Mayfair

Shrops Ornithological Soc CS Branch
John Tucker: ‘The History of Ornithology in
Shropshire’
Members free, £2 for non-members.
7.30pm Methodist Hall

CS Library
U3A Creative Writing Group
9.45-11.45am

Christmas Shopping Trip
Coach trip to Trentham Gardens. Leaving
Mayfair at 10am, return at 4pm
Tickets £10 from Daycare

Carers’ Rights Day
Support and advice for carers
1-4pm Mayfair

24 Tuesday
CS Library

Rhyme Time - fun, songs and rhymes for
children under 3 years.. 10.30-11am

CS Library
Knit & Natter
Fancy a go at knitting? Why not come to our
knit and natter session? Bring needles and
wool if you have them. 5-7pm

CS & District Gardening Club
Talk by Martin Page: ‘How to create a Wild
Flower Garden’. 7.30pm SHI

Engaging Issues
Dr David Howard: ‘Challenging Power –
Human Rights and Politics.’
7.30pm United Reformed Church

25 Wednesday

CS Methodist Network Group
Stretton Focus: ‘Editing, Printing and
Distributing’
2.30pm CS Methodist Hall

U3A
Mary Smith: ‘The Daily Life of a Woman in
Roman Wroxeter.’ 2pm URC Hall

CS Library - Local Author Talk
Professor John Whitelegg: ‘Future
Mobility: bringing world class road safety,
public transport, zero carbon and zero air
pollution to Shropshire.’
7pm Tickets: £3

26 Thursday

Quiz Night with Ken Willis
In aid of Cancer Research UK
Bring own refreshments
£5 pp from 722713
7.30pm SHI (not CS & DC)

28 Saturday

Amnesty International Group
‘Write for Rights’ campaign
Details from Barbara on 720040
10-12 noon URC Hall

Stretton & Shropshire Cancer Care
Annual Christmas Bazaar.
Usual stalls, refreshments etc.
10-12 noon. Parish Centre

Mayfair Craft Courses
Christmas Flower Decoration demo followed
by lunch. £15
Details from Mayfair 722077

Embroidery Exhibition at Acton Scott
Exhibition of antique embroidery, including
some medieval work.
Information from 01694 781272
2.30-5pm Acton Scott Hall

Strettons Railway Society
Coach trip to Warley Model Railway Show.
£15 pp. To help planning, early booking is
essential: contact Ian (723456) or Malcolm
(723653) or email srsmrs@btinternet.com

Gardening in
November 2015

I

n the garden it may be desirable
to replace some perennials.
A few new faces will be
worthwhile. November should be a
good month for planting bare root
shrubs and rose bushes.
It will be time to lift dahlia
tubers and begonias as severe frost
is a possibility now. These should
be cleaned of soil and stored in
boxes with a little covering of dry
compost or shredded bark, placed
under greenhouse staging, dusted
with sulphur and covered with
bubble wrap.
Hopefully bulb planting has
progressed and this month tulips
can go in. If you have previously
lost bulbs to mice and squirrels, I
gather that a few holly leaves on
the bulbs before being covered is
worthwhile.
Sweet peas and broad beans
can be sown and placed in a cool
greenhouse or garden frame, but do
protect from mice.
You may be able to get a late
mowing of the lawn, depending on
the weather, but it is time to think
of next spring, so book the machine
in for a service.
If you have a garden pool, it
will be advisable to stretch netting
over to reduce the possibility of
autumn leaves being a problem.
Biennials that you may have
raised earlier this year should now
be planted out for an attractive
show next year.
Our speaker on Tuesday 24th
November will be Martin Page
talking on “How to create a Wild
Flower Garden”.
Ron Dapling, Church Stretton &
District Gardening Club

29 Sunday

Eaton Manor Annual Christmas Fayre

Stretton Traidcraft
Fairtrade goods for sale. 10.30-1pm Mayfair

CS Library

Over 20 stalls, refreshments etc.
In aid of Macmillan Cancer Support, Shropshire. Telephone 724814
Free Entry. 11am-4pm. Eaton Manor

Local & Family History Session
Let our history volunteers guide you in your
local & history research. Free internet
access to Ancestry at your library. 1-4pm

Stretton Focus
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W

hen I first started going
out with Elaine, the lady
who became my wife, I
asked one or two people who knew
her what is she like, do you think we
might get on, etc. All the answers I got were very
positive! This encouraged me to get to know her
better and discover that the things I had heard were
true and that there were even more positive things to
find out about.
Similarly, statements about Jesus, including
those in various credal statements are not meant to
trip us up but to give a summary of what is known
about Jesus and to encourage us to get to know Him
as a living person. Indeed two of the most ancient
confessions of faith are that Jesus is Lord (i.e. God),
for which Christians got thrown to the lions! And
also that He rose from the dead. It was that claim,
which I investigated as a law student that persuaded
me that Christianity was true and that therefore I
must commit myself to Jesus and ask Him to come
into my life as my Lord.
Services we are holding in November remind
us that this is no academic exercise: the annual
service for departed loved ones will be held on
Sunday 1st Nov. at 6pm at St. Laurence’s, followed
by refreshments in the church. All are welcome,
whether the funeral took place in the Strettons or
elsewhere. We read out the names of all those, whose
funerals were taken by our team in the last year.
Please let our office know of other names anyone
might want read out by calling 724224. All who
wish may light a candle in memory of their loved
one.
The annual service of Remembrance will be held
on Sunday 8th Nov. at 10am in St. Laurence’s with
an all age service in the hall at the same time. There
will be the laying of wreaths at 11am at the War
Memorial and also a short service on Wednesday
11th Nov. at 11am.
It is the resurrection of Jesus that gives us hope
at both these events – they would be very bleak if we
had no hope at all for the afterlife.
To strengthen faith, the Bishops of Ludlow and
Shrewsbury are holding a day conference entitled
“Telling the Story - Living the Life” with keynote
speaker, Stephen Cottrell, Bishop of Chelmsford, on
Saturday 21st Nov. Brochures are at the back of our
churches.
The Christingle service will be at St. Laurence’s
at 4pm on Saturday 21st Nov. after which we parade
to the square for the turning on of the Christmas
tree lights at 5pm.
We are holding a ‘24 hours of prayer’ in our
Parish Centre from 3pm on Wednesday 24th Nov.
to 3pm, Thursday 25th Nov, as part of a chain of
prayer along the Marches railway line involving
churches of different denominations.
An evening of renewal will be held on Sunday
29th Nov. at 6pm, looking at the Holy Spirit: who
is He and how may we experience this Spirit? All are
welcome.
Richard Hill
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W

Lest We Forget

hen Raymond Banfield joins the Remembrance Day Parade
at St Laurence’s on 11th November he will stand out from the
other veterans in one respect. He will be wearing three clasps
of medals – his own, his father’s and his grandfather’s.
Ray’s grandfather Albert joined the Royal Marine Light Infantry
and fought throughout the First World War. The RMLI was intended
to guard ships and forts and take part in marine landings but the heavy
losses of our professional army in the first months of the war caused it
to be used as line infantry on the Western Front. In common with other
units on the front it suffered huge casualties. In just one engagement
on 23rd April 1917, when it was tasked with re-taking the small French
village of Gavrelle it suffered the largest casualty list for one day’s fighting
in the Corps history. Out of close on two thousand officers and men of
the two battalions who had taken to the field that day over a thousand
had become casualties. The Second Battalion had incurred six hundred
all ranks killed, wounded, and missing, whilst the First Battalion had
lost over five hundred officers and men killed, wounded, and missing,
including the unit’s Commanding Officer.
Albert survived the carnage to return to England at the end of the
War but then succumbed to the Spanish Flu.
Ray’s father (also called Albert) was left as an eight year old boy
without a father and few options. He joined the Royal Naval School at
age 12 and at 15 joined the Marines. During the Second World War he
served for three years on the Enterprise – not a starship but a Royal Navy
Cruiser. His medals include stars for Africa, the Atlantic and the Pacific
reflecting the Enterprise’s wide area of activity. On 6th April 1942,
together with the destroyers Paladin and Panther, Enterprise picked up
some of the 1,120 survivors of the cruisers Cornwall and Dorsetshire,
which had been sunk by the Japanese in the Indian Ocean. Albert retired
as a colour sergeant.
Ray joined the
Marines in 1959
as a commando
and was almost
immediately
pitched into a
nasty guerilla war
on the border
between Aden and
Yemen. Britain
was in the process
of leaving Aden
but the military
dictator who
staged a coup in
Yemen thought it
would be a good
idea to try to turn
the withdrawal
into a nasty rout.
What followed
was a series of
engagements in
hot dusty desert – a prelude to today – and a successful withdrawal. Ray
was on the last flight out. History sometimes repeats itself and recently a
further group of northern tribesman have fought their way to the south
coast and ejected the government. Today it is the armed forces of Saudi
Arabia and the United Arab Emirates that are resisting them.
Ray, like his father, retired as a colour sergeant. Ray would not call
himself a Shropshire lad and like many service personnel, having lived all
over the place was not sure where to call home. However he has lived in
the Church Stretton area for 15 years and he, and his wife Celia, think
of this as home now.

Ray Banfield with his grandson

Anglican Voice

November 2015
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Royal British Legion – Church Stretton Branch

s always November is the busy month for the Royal British
Legion across the UK and Church Stretton is no exception.
As you read this Poppy Sales will have started with house-to
house-sales at the end of October and the street sales taking place on
Saturday 7th November. Please give generously to aid the work of
the Royal British Legion in their work of caring for ex-service people.
Getting Children Involved
As in previous years, on Tuesday 3rd November, at 11.00am,

members will be hoisting the Union Flag at the Cunnery Road
Cemetery and will be joined by a contingent of children from St
Laurence’s C of E Primary School and together with local veterans
will affix Union Flags to the graves where service men from two
World Wars are buried or are remembered on graves of their relatives.
RBL members will meet the children in school first and talk to them
about the Royal British Legion and World Wars I and II and the
many conflicts since. On the way from school to the cemetery the
children will visit the War Memorial on Longhills Road.
Remembrance Time – Sunday 8th November
At 9.15am a parade will assemble at the Church Stretton and

A

Prince Harry in Town

t 10:30am on Wednesday morning 30th September the
pupils at St Lawrence School were surprised by
the unexpected arrival of Prince Harry. First a police
helicopter landed on their field and then the royal helicopter.
Prince Harry came to take part in a section of the Walk of
Britain organised by the charity “Walking with the Wounded”.
Six servicemen, from the UK and USA, who had been badly
wounded in service, were on the walk. Of the four British
servicemen, two had been in the Royal Marines, one in the
Rifles and the other the Royal Welsh. The two Americans had
both been in the US Marine Corps.
The day before, two of the organisers of the walk called
into Van Doesburg’s and ordered sandwiches for lunch on the
Wednesday. Jane was asked to make something “a bit special”,
but for reasons that could not be given.
Prince Harry walked with them from Church Stretton to
Ludlow. He ate the sandwiches at lunch in Stokesay Castle.
Our photograph cannot rival those taken by the professional
journalists because it comes from a surprised local resident who
just happened to have a camera phone with them.
Church Stretton and District Chamber of Trade, in
conjunction with local businesses, were among those giving
money to the charity, donating £280.

Stretton Focus

District Club in Essex Road and leave at 9.30am for the
Remembrance Service at 10.00am in St. Laurence’s Church then
proceed to the War Memorial for two minutes’ silence and playing
of the Last Post at 11.00am.
Wednesday 11th November – 11.00am
As in the past, a short Service of Remembrance will be held at the
Memorial on Longhills Road.
Concert on Saturday 21st November by The Shrewsbury Police
Male Voice Coir – Musical Director Jim Edmunds
This year, as well as remembering those who fell in the two World
Wars and more recent conflicts, we are also celebrating the 70th
year since the end of World War II in Europe (VE Day 8th May
and VJ Day15th August) with a special concert in the Church
Stretton School (Academy) Theatre. The programme, starting
at 7.30pm, will include contributions from individuals from the
Choir and the local Royal British Legion and audience singing.
An enjoyable evening is guaranteed. Concert Tickets cost £8
from the usual outlets, Burway Books, John Thomas Florist, and
Wrights Estate Agents.
Membership
Anyone who wants to be a member of the Royal British Legion
even if they are not an ex-serviceman or woman can join the
Legion on payment of a small subscription. Every penny that
is collected on the Poppy Appeal or from activities such as the
concert goes to help the people it is intended for. The members’
subscriptions pay for the administration of this important charity.
If you want more information or would like to help then please
contact the Branch Chairman, Nigel Marsden on 01694 722335
or Hon. Secretary Les Mackey on 01694 722992.
You are guaranteed a very warm welcome.
As always, the Legion is seeking help with Poppy sales. If
you can give just one hour, then please call John Corfield
(Street Sales) on 01694 722473 or (House to House sales) Pat
Gardiner on 01694 722662
John Corfield – RBL Publicity Officer – Church Stretton Branch

November 2015

Prince Harry and the six walkers with
Veronica Lewis and Ruth Jones
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Laudato Si’
ou will have read an article in the September edition of
Focus about Laudato Si’, let me tell you a little more about
this important document. Laudato Si’ is the title of Pope
Francis’ Encyclical on care for our common home.
It means “Praise be to you” and it comes from the beautiful
13th century Canticle of the Creatures of St Francis of Assisi.
St Francis reminds us that our common home, this beautiful
world, is like a sister with whom we share our life, and a beautiful
mother who opens her arms to embrace us. Pope Francis, without
mincing his words, has dared to name the reality of the huge
ecological issues that threaten our world and us, like climate
change due to global warming, pollution of the land, of the air, of
fresh water and the oceans. Francis insists that access to drinkable
water and a secure supply is a fundamental and universal right.
Another topic Francis deals with is waste. He says, ‘Each year
hundreds of millions of tons of waste are generated much of it
non-biodegradable, highly toxic and radioactive. The earth, our
home, is beginning to look more and more like an immense pile
of filth’.
He also deals extensively with the loss of biodiversity. Francis
maintains that a major cause of this loss is the modern mentality,
which sees animals and plants simply as resources, there to be
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Keeping Shropshire moving this winter

very year, as winter approaches, we get asked a lot of
questions about why, when, how and where we grit
when the wintry weather arrives. Shropshire Council
hope this article will help to answer most of these questions.
There are hundreds of miles of roads in Shropshire and
thousands of journeys to be made, so it’s important that we
keep as many roads open as possible at all times. Throughout
the year there’s a host of people working, sometimes through
the night, to help you get where you need to be, even
when the mercury plummets. Shropshire Council and our
contractors keep a weather-eye on temperatures throughout
the winter – but how do we decide when to send the gritters
out?
Firstly, we need reliable information. We subscribe to weather
forecasting services from The Met Office. From October to
April we get:
• A morning summary.
• A 24-hour forecast each morning.
• A five-day forecast each afternoon.
• Ice prediction graphs each afternoon.
• Regular updates.
We also subscribe to a 24-hour consultancy service from The
Met Office. All that data helps us make informed decisions,
but we also have inspectors on call who can go out and see
the situation on the ground. These are officers with years of
experience between them who know when to react to local
conditions and deploy more resources as required.
So what do we do? When all the indicators are in place, we’ll
send the trucks out from our five depots for what we call ‘presalting’. This is a preventative measure to stop ice forming on
the roads. In extreme circumstances, we’re aiming to remove
ice that is already formed, and that is called post-salting.
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exploited. He calls us to reject this attitude and to recognise that
these creatures have value in their own right. The Pope says that
concern for the environment and concern for the poorest in our
world are intimately linked. He insists that the damage we are
doing to the environment affects poor people most severely. So he
calls us ‘to hear both the cry of the earth and the cry of the poor’.
Francis maintains, ‘Christian communities have an important
role to play by respecting the environment and educating others
to do the same’. He insists ‘living our vocation to be protectors
of God’s handiwork is essential to a life of virtue; it is not an
optional or a secondary aspect of our Christian experience’.
He deals with ecological spirituality by an account of what he
calls ‘The Gospel of Creation’. He reminds us of the text which
says, ‘God saw everything that he had made, and behold it was
very good’ Gen 1:31.
He forcefully rejects the notion ‘that our being created in
God’s image and given dominion over the earth justifies absolute
domination over other creatures’. He says the Bible tells us to ‘till
and keep the garden of the world’, Gen 2:15, ‘tilling’ refers to
cultivating, ploughing or working, while ‘keeping’ means caring,
protecting, overseeing and preserving.
Laudato Si’ is a must read for all people who have an interest
in and a concern for our world.
Fr. Ambrose

Where do we grit? Keeping the roads clear is an expensive
business so we have to prioritise. We have what’s known as
the ‘defined network’; this is around 28% of the total road
network in Shropshire, and includes:
• all A and B roads
• localised high-risk sites and important access routes
• major town centre shopping areas
• heavily used footways and cycle routes.
How much salt do we have? We currently have 23,000
tonnes of rocksalt at our depots (as of Sept 2015).
Snow clearance Snow over 50mm deep is removed by
ploughing. We undertake ploughing in priority order,
beginning with the defined network. At least one main access
route to towns and large villages will be cleared as soon as
practicable. We also deploy snow blowers to remove heavy
snowfall during severe weather.
Our fleet
• 25 salting vehicles (or gritters), with snowploughing
blades, plus five reserve vehicles – owned by Shropshire
Council and located at the council’s five highways depots.
• Nine footway ploughs.
• Nine snow blowers.
In addition, many contractors and farmers have snow clearing
equipment. Our divisional officers deploy this supplementary
equipment following heavy snowfall in rural areas. Shropshire
Council’s contractor, Ringway, has sufficient drivers to operate
all of the above routes 24 hours a day, and additional staff
available to deal with other winter maintenance duties as
required, e.g. clearing snow from footways.
Salt bins We maintain 850 salt bins throughout the winter
period. You can use salt from your local salt bin to treat
pavements and roads around where you live.
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Shopping in the Strettons
Sandford Hardware
shop selling hardware has stood at the corner of
Beaumont Road and Sandford Avenue for as long as
most people can remember. It changed ownership four
years ago when John Vine from Newsworld took it over. The
shop has since gone through an almost unnoticed evolutionary
change since. There is still a kitchen corner to the left of the
door as you come in. It still cuts keys and has a wide offering
of items for small DIY. Jobs. It has a wide range of cleaning
products and a very comprehensive range of light bulbs.
Turnover has however tripled because the new owners have
expanded the range offered and weeded out products that
didn’t sell.
So not enough new to justify a Focus article then?
Well, there used to be a shop called Clee Hill Electrics that
was crammed with electrical goods. For those of you who
remember creeping carefully down its narrow passageways
between fridges and cookers the word “crammed” will seem
right. Clee Hill Electrics used to offer to source, install and
maintain a wide range of electrical goods so it was a big
disappointment when it closed. John Vine has progressively
picked up where Clee Hill left off. He has employed ex-Clee
employees Gary Hughes, Gill Gould and Anthony Marsden to
advise him on building up a comprehensive stock of electrical
goods. The shop now holds a range of fridges, freezers, washing
machines, microwaves, slow cookers, fryers, steamers, vacuum
cleaners and kettles. Anthony Marsden and a new apprentice
James Griffiths will install and repair these items as needed.
John Vine says that Sandford Hardware is the only business
offering this service over a large area of southern Shropshire
and he gets requests from Much Wenlock to Bishop’s Castle.
Consequently his turnover in this area alone has jumped by a
very large amount.
We asked how he could compete for price against the
internet suppliers. Most of the time they can do so. It may
be that it is difficult to do so where a large provider has bulk
bought an item and made it exclusive to them but that often
there is a perfectly acceptable substitute available for even less.
They have their own special offers which can be seen on www.
sandfordhardware.co.uk . The main advantage point however
is the immediacy of service. If your washing machine breaks
down today it can be replaced today from their stock rather
than having to wait for a week or two for the white van to
turn up. Moreover Sandford Hardware will deliver to Stretton
houses perched on the side of a hill where white van man
sometimes refuses to go.
The Editors

A

Mynd DIY - A Shop For All Seasons
he range of products and materials available at the
Mynd DIY shop on the Crossways Industrial Estate
has expanded considerably in the last two years. Gill
and Graham Groom have worked hard to cater to both trade
customers and the public, and the new shop houses around
7000 different stock lines, covering plumbing and electrical,
painting, household and gardening, building materials and
timber, hardware and fixings, hand tools and other sundry
items.
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There is a large stock of paint, varnish and wood
treatments available off the shelf, for both interior and exterior
work, and special types or colours can always be ordered,
usually with little more than a 2-3 day delay.
The joinery workshop next door offers a wood cutting
service for those requiring specific sizes or shapes, in either
hard or soft woods. Jobs can be quoted in advance so that there
are no cost surprises when completed.
Gardeners are catered for with a large range of composts,
bark, landscape fabric and other useful items. For general
builders there are aggregates, sand and cement always in stock,
all available for collection or local delivery.
The shop is open Monday to Friday, 8:30am to 5pm, and
on Saturday mornings from 9am to 1pm. The friendly staff
will always do their best to offer advice to help you solve those
tricky DIY problems.
The Editors

Trivia Corner No 144 by
Ken Willis
1. From which language does the word ombudsman
come?
2. What hobby would a ‘wort chiller’ be used for
3. Which was the first Bond film to feature Timothy
Dalton?
4. In which Dickens’ novel did Sam Weller appear?
5. In which year in 1960s was ‘Sergeant Peppers Lonely
Heart Club Band’ released?
Anthony Marsden and James Griffiths preparing to deliver a fridge
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The Strettons, but not as you know them
Believe it or not ….
have recently purchased a 2016 calendar showing splendid
views of Shropshire. As expected, the much photographed
Carding Mill Valley features with a photograph of the upper
valley, beyond the top carpark. Although it is said cameras do
not lie, there is something wrong with the photograph. I do
not wish to spoil the surprise for any-would-be purchasers of
the calendar but next year, I shall smile whenever I look at
this view. The used cards in my postcard collection which bear
a postmark permit the dating of views and identification of
changes around the area. Whatever the picture, the photograph
must have been taken before the post-date. But there can be
surprises! Here is a gem of a quandary. I have in my collection
a view of Stretton’s Brook St (Burway). Mr Ray Tipton has a
similar card in his collection. Reader, it requires you to spot-thedifference and supply an explanation upon this Stretton Tardis!

I

The reader will appreciate it is difficult to realise what is a
new fact? The internet is invaluable in this regard. When I read
new factual information of some significance, I usually forward
it to the relevant archivist of a society or curator of a museum.
A sale advertisement for a six-seater velocipede is currently
engaging the National Cycle Museum who have previously
never encountered such a beast. In my reading on Workhouses,
a find in 1838 refers to the nomination in London of an entire
all-women Board of Guardians, previously unknown, but
which is providing fresh insight into Victorian women’s status.
You heard it here first!
Sometimes new facts can be hidden within the most
unsuspecting of items. When the local dams burst in Carding
Mill Valley during the Great Floods of 1886, large parts of
the Strettons were inundated. (Sorry to alarm residents of
this catastrophe! More of this another time.) Eighteen county
bridges were severely damaged while three, Myndtown,
Clunbury and Onibury were totally destroyed. Later during
the replacement of the latter bridge, a group of gentlemen
which included the county surveyor, witnessed Mr Toye, a
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district representative of Messrs Nobel of Glasgow, removing
over 300 tons of masonry, using a small amount of a substance
called gelignite. By itself, this is interesting and I suspect that
the county surveyor would wish to have such an item in his
tool-kit today! It is what is stated next that needs the light
of day. This new explosive gelignite, a replacement for the
notoriously unstable dynamite, was used for the first time in
public. When next you drive over the A49 Onibury crossing
bridge, give a moment’s thought to this civilian use of gelignite.
This is where the Nobel Prize begins.
Truth will Out:
The British Newspaper library is releasing online, copy of
its archived editions at the current rate 250,000 pages a month.
(Available free at the library, or by subscription.) It will take
some lifetimes to digest all of this new information. There will
be much to engage future researchers. It is already apparent that
there are facts which previously were thought to be understood,
but have now to be corrected in the light of the printed evidence.
As in the game Chinese Whispers, accounts handed down
through the generations can be seen to have undergone change,
be it in an organization or within a family. One organization
which will have to redress its history is the Women’s Institute
which this year has celebrated its Centenary (Focus August).
This is at variance with the report from HQ of their first AGM
in 1899 detailing their year’s activities. I have limited my local
researches to finish in 1939. There are more than enough
bankruptcies, duels, concealed births, assaults, murders, double
murders, hangings, and suicides about the Strettons without the
need to trawl recent days. This is besides many other interesting
facts. An example would be in the middle of the Great War,
when Church Stretton UDC voted unanimously to adopt the
metric system. With the forthcoming Centenary in 2016, I
wonder what progress has been made on that front?
Returning to my calendar view of Cardingmill Valley, and
as an example of the rethinking needed, many readers will be
familiar with the concrete channel gauging station immediately
above the ‘top car-park’. It has always been assumed to be of
20th Century origin connected with the Stretton water supply.
I shall write in a future article that it belongs to an earlier
decade and project, the Long Mynd water being destined for
Shrewsbury! Today, the flow has been reversed: Stretton now
draws its water from Shrewsbury.
Alan Brisbourne. (brizzer1@hotmail.co.uk)

Know your Local History. Where Is It?

Answer
on page 49
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Dinner with Fiona Castle

W

hy is it so hard to live life to the full and make the
most of the moment? At the Silvester Horne Institute
on 1st October, Fiona Castle, widow of famous
entertainer Roy Castle, helped 88 diners really think about this
subject. Fiona spoke about her own experiences of being under
a cloud and actually how she felt she was being a hopeless wife
to Roy. Her whole talk was spoken with absolute honesty and so
it was easy to relate to her experiences.
Fiona told us how she and Roy had money, cars, a large
house and lovely children and yet they were not happy. The
marriage was not going well. She left the house to see a new
friend who had told her she could always talk to her if she
wanted. Roy thought she was leaving for good! After a while
during the conversation this good friend asked Fiona a very
surprising question: Have you ever asked Jesus into your life?
Although a churchgoer, Fiona had never taken this step of
faith. She did and, in her words, her life was transformed. She
became so nice to Roy that he wondered what had happened
and their marriage too was transformed!
The new life that Fiona Castle was given, she said, resulted
in a peace that has never left her and she was indeed able to
make the most of every moment. She certainly made the most
of the moment at the dinner and she encouraged everyone to
see that even when we feel we are totally down we can get up
again, and we can make a difference in our world. Fiona told
the story of a little boy on the beach where dozens of star fish
had been washed up and would soon die. He started picking
them up and throwing them back into the sea. A man on the
beach asked him why on earth he was doing this, because he
couldn’t possibly make a difference with so many fish stranded.
He proceeded to pick one up and save it. “I made a difference
to that one,” he said.
Overall we had an excellent evening. Jane Wilde, our
outside caterer, did a superb job with her team and received
many compliments for her hot delicious food. Church Stretton
Town Council were really helpful with the arrangements for
the Silvester Horne Institute, and the next question is: who
shall we have to speak next year?
Fane Conant

Judy on the Road
All Stretton artist Judy Osborne (pictured right) is on
the move in November – when she sets up an exhibition
at Barbara’s Church Stretton-based framing service in the
town’s Beaumont Road.
A selection of oil, watercolour, acrylic and mixed media
paintings will
be on show at
Barbara’s during
shop hours
from Friday
27th November
to Friday 4th
December, with
a donation of sale
proceeds going
to The Children’s
Hospice.
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URC Voice
Silentium est aureum*

I

am an avid Radio 4 listener. Recently there
have been more memorial services than
usual, partly due to World War I and II but also to
more recent tragic events. Listening to a memorial service
programme it occurred to me how many demands we make
on God. If we cut out the music, readings and eulogies the
memorial service was all about asking God for his mercy,
celebrating the lives of those who had died and asking for
his compassion for those who mourned. But God did not
get a word in.
How often do we sit and listen to God? Do we ever sit
and listen? Do we doubt so much as a society that we can
find no time to listen to God and have to fill every moment
with our requests? Don’t get me wrong, I am not saying
we shouldn’t make requests. I am seeking connections with
God, indeed I want a relationship with God. The one thing
we learn very early in our life about relationships is that
two-way communication is essential.
Viewed this way the memorial service was very worthy,
caring for members of our society past and present is
important but it was communication in one direction only.
The suspicion is that everyone involved was deaf - those
who don’t stop talking often have hearing problems and use
talking to mask their disability.
The obvious question is, of course, were the pleas heard
and was a response attempted? How would we know if
God tried? Maybe God knew no-one would be listening.
Faced with an unrelenting barrage of requests I think I
would have gone for a cup of tea and waited for the noise
to die down. That of course is the mistake. We should
not presume that God might act like us, act like a human.
We make God in our own image far too often. Our books
of religion tell us about divine attributes that are actually
human and by extension God’s behaviour is human. It’s not
like that at all.
Christ taught us of the spiritual nature of God, how
we can reach out, build our faith and be sure. Our own
understanding of God grows as we seek and find, listen and
reflect, treasure the challenge of our growing relationship.
Many attending that service or listening on the radio
will have felt a tug at their emotions, have recalled their love
for one departed, been distracted by a random thought,
have reached a conclusion to some problem, or modified
a firmly held belief during that service. That is the kind of
way in which we hear God, calling on our spirit, not on
our ear drums. The hope is that through the music and the
emotional involvement, our spirit will find silence, open up
and create the foundation for a lasting relationship in the
knowledge and love of God.
Roger Wilson
*Silence is golden

Mayfair Lottery Results for September
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Stretton & Shropshire Cancer Care

S

tretton and Shropshire Cancer Care is interested in all
aspects of cancer care and treatment, and concerned to see
that its members get the best and latest advice about living
with cancer.
The chemicals found in food are known to have a
preventive value and guidance on nutrition is as important to
the wider audience as to people with cancer. However these
phytochemicals cannot be patented and the pharmaceutical
industry is not interested in them. The research is often seen
as a bit ‘hippy’. The Prince of Wales gets ridiculed by some
sections of the press for his support but this is serious research,
largely funded by academic science.
A recent review of research on phytochemicals undertaken
over the last ten years has been published. It is an open access
paper available over the internet and the reference can be found
below. The study confirms that there is substantial evidence
that our diet can influence our likelihood of getting a cancer,
the right elements in our diet reducing the risk. For those of
us with cancer the curative nature of these compounds are less
certain and the quantities we might need to gain a cure remain
unidentified and quite probably would be unreasonable even
if possible. Underlying the understanding of the research is
the recognised reality that a well-balanced diet is of primary
importance.
The following compounds have been identified as offering
value:
• EGCG is an abundant polyphenol in green tea. There are
several ongoing clinical trials involving EGCG alone or in
combination with conventional chemotherapy.
• Curcumin is the yellow pigment in turmeric. It can
interrupt the cancer process alone and in combination with
other polyphenols, as well as several chemotherapies.
• Resveratrol is abundant in grape skin. It has been shown
to reduce the number and size of certain tumours. It also
induces cell death in prostate cancer cell lines.
• Lycopene is the antioxidant that gives tomatoes,
watermelon, and pink grapefruit their colour. A high

intake of lycopene-containing vegetables is associated with
reduced incidence of several types of cancer.
• Luteolin is a flavonoid abundant in green vegetables such as
cabbage, spinach and peppers. It exhibits anticancer effects
in a number of cancers alone and in combination with
some chemotherapies.
• Genistein is a phytoestrogen abundant in soybeans. Its
consumption has been shown to reduce the risk of several
common cancers.
Other natural compounds have preventive potential.
Sulforaphane is found in brassicas. It has been tested on men
with recurrent prostate cancer. Patients receiving sulforaphanerich broccoli extracts showed a smaller increase in prostate
specific antigen (PSA), compared to untreated patients. It is
now in a phase II clinical trial.
There is a lot of information in this paper. We must sound
a note of caution however. These compounds can be extracted
and may be promoted as therapy but they are not medicines
and can be misrepresented. The fruits or vegetables indicated
only have value within the context of a well-balanced diet.
Our November meeting features the Reverend Donald
Carr in the person of Chris Stratton, the Education Officer
of the National Trust. Chris brings to life the drama of Revd
Carr’s journey home one night on the Long Mynd, in the worst
snowstorm of the 19th century. Monday 9th November at
2.30pm at Mayfair.
The last Saturday in November is our annual Christmas
Bazaar. It is our only fund-raising event of the year. This year
we welcome Father Christmas after a careful negotiation. Put
the date in your diary and bring your children, grandchildren
and great-grandchildren. All the usual stalls, refreshments and
a warm welcome. Parish Centre from 10.00am to 12.00noon,
Saturday 29th November.
Roger Wilson
Reference: Scarpa, E.-S.; Ninfali, P. Phytochemicals as
Innovative Therapeutic Tools against Cancer Stem Cells.
Int. J. Mol. Sci., 16, 15727-15742.
http://www.mdpi.com/1422-0067/16/7/15727

Catholic Voice
Remembering
uring the month of November we remember those of
our loved ones who have died. The death of someone
we love may result in various reactions by each one
of us. Besides the sense of sadness and loss, there may also be
thankfulness for the life of the individual who has gone before
us. It also provides a moment for us to pause and reflect on
how we treated them. Did we tell them often enough that we
loved them? Was there an argument unresolved? Will we see
them in the afterlife? We cannot always answer these questions
or, if we can, they may fill us with fear. Rest assured, the Bible
is full of hope in this regard and has the answers. Isaiah makes
this clear in 25:1-9 when he says; ‘The Lord will wipe away the
tears from every cheek; he will take away his people’s shame
everywhere on Earth. See, this is our God in whom we hoped
for salvation’.
Although death is a part of human life, it is not the end.
In the here and now, pain, guilt, loss, fear are not completely
removable from our everyday experience of life but hope ought
to persevere, the hope which is rooted in God’s love for us. St.
Paul in Romans 5:5-11, speaks of God’s gift of love being in the
form that Christ died for us while we were still sinners. These
readings are about hope, restoration, a trust in God, the one
to whom we have been reconciled through his Son, Christcrucified. We are not protected from the realities of life that
include suffering and loss. But we are offered the opportunity
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to face our challenges head-on with the hope that
God will fulfil his promise to end sorrow and
death. As Jesus says, “I am the Resurrection and the
Life. Whoever believes in me, even though he dies,
will live, and whoever lives and believes in me will
never die”, John 11:25-26.
We perform many rituals in remembering the dead,
especially in the month of November. We might light a candle,
say a prayer, visit a Church or grave, look at old photographs.
We can be thankful for the many ways in which our loved ones
shaped us, cared for us, and who are with us as we continue to
Fr. Ambrose
journey through life. 			

Acton Scott Gardening Club
Our Summer Show, held on 5th September, was successful
this year, with a total of 199 entries from 42 entrants.
The smell of soda bread, coffee and walnut cake and
chutneys filled the hall, while the members’ challenge of
growing on a zonal geranium from a plug gave the hall a bright
splash of colour, and the most popular class was for a jam jar of
garden flowers.
Thank you to all who entered, and watch this space for
news of our next show on 3rd September 2016!
Mary Proctor, Show Organiser
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Church Stretton Town Council Community Matters
Our Model Action Plan on Dog Fouling and Litter

W

e held a Community Information Event on the
Action Plan in the Silvester Horne Institute on
Thursday 10th September to update local people
on progress made in tackling dog fouling and litter in the
town. The Meeting was well received with a number of people
coming forward to train as Environmental Crime Reporting
Volunteers to help improve enforcement statistics in the town.
Jan Heaney the Town Warden and John Woolmer have
been targeting Coffin Lane for the Green and Amber phases
of our approach, i.e. raising awareness that the area is being
patrolled and that enforcement action will follow. The red
phase will involve additional patrols from Shropshire Council
staff, our Town Warden, and other volunteers, for a concerted
two-week period. We are also considering placing cameras
in these ‘hot spot’ locations to assist in identifying persistent
offenders. The approach will then be moved to a new area
where dog fouling and litter has been identified as a particular
problem.
We will also be launching a Facebook page soon to keep
everyone up-to-date with progress, and for people to let us
have their ideas about new approaches we might try.

This is a picture of the Catalan approach we were sent by Cllr
Hickman when he was on holiday – if you spot anything you think
might work here in Stretton, let us know.
Planning Issues
Full details of decisions and current planning applications
can be viewed in the Council Office window at 60 High Street
and on the Town Council website (www.churchstretton.co.uk)
or at www.shropshire.gov.uk.
The Shropshire Council website includes all documents
submitted with a planning application, including previous
related applications. There is now a free-to-use touch screen
with a direct link to the Planning Portal at Shropshire Council
within the Town Council offices for your convenience.
Newhouse Farm Latest
At date of writing, no decision has yet been made on the
Newhouse Farm application. An amended landscape plan
was submitted to Shropshire Council on 27th August with a
further set of amended layout plans uploaded to Shropshire
Council’s website on 29th September. These plans include
the proposal to delete the 20 houses to the north of the
Holloway in order to seek to address the concerns of Historic
England. The Town Council does not consider that these
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amendments address our fundamental
policy concerns regarding the development
of a non-allocated site within the AONB,
and we have therefore responded to these
amendments on that basis.
We are assured by Shropshire Council
that no further amendments to the scheme will be accepted,
and that the developer for the application has been notified
that it will be determined at the end of the consultation process
for the new amendments.
WWW Drinks Reception – Long Mynd Hotel

Mayor Cllr Mike Walker meets the Walking with the Wounded
expedition leaders
The Town Council were proud to be able to host a drinks
reception at the Long Mynd Hotel for the Walking with the
Wounded – Walk of Britain Expedition Team on Tuesday
29th September. The expedition involves four British and two
US wounded veterans walking 1,000 miles across mainland
Britain, starting in Scotland and finishing at Buckingham
Palace on 1st November. It was a great privilege to meet the
walkers and to support the charity’s cause. Donations were
made to the team from the Town Council, the Chamber
of Trade, and the local branch of the Royal British Legion.
Particular thanks are due to the Long Mynd Hotel, who
provided all the drinks and canapés free of charge, courtesy of
H F Holidays.
Some of you may have seen Prince Harry walking out of
the town with the expedition the following day – sadly his
arrival was a closely guarded secret and not something any of
us were prepared for!
The Circus didn’t come to town
Unfortunately, the funfair which we had hoped would
take place on the 18th-20th September had to be cancelled
due to the heavy rainfall which fell over the previous week and
weekend.
The ground was saturated, making it impossible for heavy
vehicles to access the site, as they would have sunk into the
mud at the entrance.
This would have been the first time that Jennings Brothers
had been in Church Stretton, but it is hoped to arrange a visit
from them next year.
Marian Giles, Town Clerk
Cllr Mike Walker, Mayor, Church Stretton
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Mayfair News
Mayfair’s Frost Fair!
On Saturday November 21st, Mayfair will be open from
10am – 4.30pm. We will have a whole host of wonderful
things happening throughout the day, from the Ironmen
and Severn Gilders Morris Dancers from Ironbridge,
Angela with her Belly Dancing Troupe, as well as Father
Christmas in his Grotto, lots of local businesses selling
their wares, and to celebrate 100 years of the WI (Women’s
Institute) we will be holding a Mayfair Bake-Off! There
will be three categories, 1) A whole sponge cake 2) A whole
sponge cake decorated, 3) a traybake and 4) for under
16’s only, 4 x cupcakes. Entry is only £1.50 per item. For
more information and an application form, please call in to
Mayfair’s reception. Entrance forms have to be completed
and returned by Monday November 15th. Many thanks
to Salts Kitchen Supply Shop in Church Stretton, for
supporting this event. Our café will also be open during
the Frost Fair, serving delicious festive food. It will be a
wonderful day at Mayfair - make sure you bring your little
ones to see Father Christmas before he flies back home!
For event information, please contact Sophie Eades, Centre
Co-ordinator 01694 722077.

Lunch and Flower Demonstration at Mayfair
On Saturday November 28th, there will be a simple and
elegant Christmas flower decoration demo followed by
lunch. The cost per person will be £15; places are limited so
we suggest you book early for this event. Either call Mayfair
on 722077 or pop in to reception.
Beginners Sewing Machine Course with Pat Philpott
Basic sewing machine techniques for beginners. At the
end of the course you will understand more about your
machine, do some sewing, pressing, seams, darts, zips and
binding. Lots of hints and tips along the way to improve
the finish and quality of what you make. You will need:
your sewing machine and instruction book, needles, sewing
thread, small pieces of different fabrics (8” square) and
scissors. Saturday October 31st Saturday November 7th
Saturday November 14th £100 pp for the 3 day course
Ipad Beginners Course - Monday 9th November 1-3pm.
£10 pp A two hour session to assist you in getting to grips
with your iPad. Please note this course is only for iPads and
no other ‘notebook’.
Calling all dressmakers! How to make a pattern from a
garment WITHOUT unpicking it with Pat Philpott. An
old/new favourite or something that does not fit anymore
and then we can alter the pattern. You’ll need a garment,
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greaseproof paper, pins, pencil and paper scissors, as well as
a large cork notice board or mat if you have one. Tuesday
November 10th 10 x per course - £35 pp includes lunch
and refreshments.
Silver PMC Clay Jewellery Making with Jules Harper.
Silver Clay is an exciting medium that allows the artist to
create jewellery designs in pure fine silver. Jules will guide
you through the day, allowing you to be creative without
the pressure of costly mistakes that can be common with a
new hobby. Jules’ class is an introduction to PMC Silver.
Monday November 16th 10am - 4pm. 4 x per course £40 pp includes lunch and refreshments.
Pop-up or Tunnel card making with Katy Alston. Using
layers of card and paper-cutting we will make an exciting
card to treasure! Thursday November 19th, 4.30-6pm.
£15 pp. 10 people Max.
Random Patchwork with Pat Philpott. Make a bag or a
cushion cover and see what other possibilities there are for
this easy and creative technique. Bring small pieces of fabric
you would like to use together, can be wool, silk or cotton,
as well as thread to match, sewing machine, zip or buttons.
Tuesday December 8th 10 x per course - £35 pp includes
lunch and refreshments.
Fantastic News! A wonderful group of volunteers, led by
Suzanne Beattie will be cooking breakfasts again next year,
with profits donated to Mayfair. The team will be starting
on Saturday 9th January and finishing on Saturday 27th
February. We can’t wait!
Thank you
We would like to thank everyone who kindly donated in
the House-to-House collection, as well as those volunteers
who delivered and collected the envelopes and also to Anne
Stafford for organising the collection.
Christmas Shopping!
On Friday November 27th, there will be a coach trip to
Trentham Gardens. Trentham has a huge garden centre
as well as many outlet shops, so a great opportunity to
do your Christmas shopping. Leaving Mayfair at 10am
and returning at 4pm. Tickets are £10 per person, and are
available from Daycare. All welcome!
Marlene will be selling her jams and chutneys in Mayfair’s
reception on Wednesday November 11th and 25th from
10am – 1pm.
Fundraising
I must apologise to the people who were not included in the
house to house collection. This was due to holidays, illness
and the increasing age of the collectors. Anyone who would
like to make a contribution may still do so at Mayfair either
at reception or in the donations box located in reception.
Thank you to all the collectors who gave me support
delivering and collecting the envelopes. Thank you also to
all who contributed, with your help, we raised over £2,500.
I would like to thank Julie Sumner, manager of the Co-op
for her support. When the new government legislation is in
force that all carrier bags have to be paid for, she is planning
that the profit goes to Mayfair, after the VAT has been paid.
Please would the two ladies, one of whom offered to do a
talk for Mayfair and the lady who was doing the Santiago
de Compostela pilgrimage, please ring me, Anne Stafford,
Chair of the Fundraising Committee. Tel: 722627
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Carers’ Rights Day
Hot Topics, talk and tea on Friday 27th November from 1-4pm
at Mayfair Centre, Church Stretton. If you are looking after
someone, family, friend or neighbour, this will be of interest to
you! Find out about things that might be useful for you, talk to
the team from Age UK, Carers Support Service, PCB Solicitors,
Oscar, Mayfair, P2P. Listen to ‘pop up’ talks on advocacy, power
of attorney, benefits, services and support, carers assessment and
respite. Chat to others in similar situation. Relax and take time
out with a friendly and sociable afternoon with afternoon tea,
and a Relax and Unwind session with Mary Reilly from 3.30 –
4pm.
Problems getting to Mayfair? Call Ring and Ride 01694
720025. Need support for the person you are looking after? Call
Dice or Jen 01694 722024. To find out more or book a place
call Mayfair on: 01694 722077/722024.
Health and Wellbeing Centre update
Just to let you all know that Mayfair is still progressing
with the proposals to take over and refurbish the clinic on

The Ambulance Movement
With reference to Church Stretton

T

he St John Ambulance Association was set up in 1877
by the Venerable Order of Saint John to teach industrial
workers first aid, so that they could provide on-thespot treatment in emergencies. It was particularly active in
the teaching of first aid methods to the workers in the large
industries of the day, including mining and railways. Industrial
accidents were commonplace at the time and there was a need
to provide immediate assistance to those who were victims of
such accidents.
Employees of the Great Western Railway were keen
participants in the movement and the monthly staff magazine
soon included a regular “Ambulance Notes” feature. The
ambulance classes were held throughout the country and fully
supported by the management, the general manager frequently
attending the awards ceremonies and other functions.
Church Stretton Class - reported in the October 1913
edition of the GWR Magazine.
Church Stretton GWR employees actively participated
in the programme. A meeting at the town hall in 1913
was presided over by Mr. J. Williams (the joint railway
superintendent), supported by Surgeon-Col. E. Cureton,
where the awards were distributed to the participating
members. It was reported that all the candidates for
examination had been successful. The chairman referred to
the fact that HRH Princess Christian (president of the GWR
centre) had sent her hearty congratulations to the class and that
she was glad to learn that something was being done in Church
Stretton in the movement in which she was so interested. After
the presentation of awards, “the chairman, on behalf of the
members, handed to Dr. Barnett a thermos flask”. The meeting

A

Easthope Road. We are working through the legal details and
documents with solicitors. This is especially time consuming as
agreement of another two organisations is required: Shropshire
Community Health Trust, the current owners of the building,
and the Department of Health.
Nevertheless we continue to move forward and have
builders ready to start fairly soon after final agreements are
reached and signed.
We are delighted that the Bradbury Foundation have
agreed to extend their deadline and the Roy Fletcher Trust
have continued to support us through this process . There is no
doubt that this is because of all you in the community that have
pledged funds towards the project. So a massive thank you to
you for your support and patience. We will let you all know as
soon as we have a finalised everything, at which point we will
ask you to bring in any remaining pledges.
Thank you for your patience and on-going support.
Nicola McPherson
was also addressed by Colonel Cureton on the subject of the
objectives of the ambulance movement.
The finer details of the class are that there were nine
candidates, the lecturer was Dr. Barnett and the examiner was
Dr. C.V. Bulstrode. The successful members were:
Certificates: Edward Dawson, James Donelly, James Miles,
Andrew H. Lewis;
Ernest Phillips, Richard Easthope, Harry
Vouchers:
Pierce, Joseph H. Roberts, John C. Wilkes.
In the 1913 editions of the GWR magazine there are
references to many aspects of the work of the movement
elsewhere: essay competitions; assistance given by staff to their
work colleagues and passengers; exceptional volunteer work by
GWR men underground following the Senghenydd Colliery
Disaster; a challenge shield provided by directors; participation
in external competitions (e.g. City of Birmingham Ambulance
Challenge Shield; inter-railway events) including such categories
as “stretcher teams of five men”; assistance given to the public
away from places of work.
In examinations successful candidates would receive
certificates, vouchers, medallions or medallion labels. It was
recorded that in a workforce of some 70,000, around 11,600
had achieved the standard for certificates and approximately
8,000 of those had proceeded to higher levels.
At one event a “pipe and tobacco” were presented to
the instructor, a “cigarette-case” to the captain and a “silvermounted walking stick” to the secretary of the participating
class. There was a report of a sheep being given artificial
respiration after problems whilst in transit, only to be followed
in a later report that Examiner Collier from Plymouth used
similar means to revive a duckling which had been found in ten
inches of water with a large stone on its back.
Ken White

Letter - Research Help Needed

fter fifty years in practice as an osteopath and counsellor I sadly find I need to retire, mostly because my own spine makes
it difficult to provide to my satisfaction the often heavy physical treatment which is required for my patients.
However, I do wish to continue research into problems relating to the head and neck, and would like to invite anyone
with headaches, neck problems, depression and anxiety etc. to participate in this endeavour. Those involved would be asked to
offer a case history, and allow a brief examination where indicated. There would also be the option for appropriate treatment if
indicated. As I am no longer registered or insured, the latter would be on a strictly ‘no fee’ basis.
My interest also extends to problems afflicting babies and children, whether mental or physical.
I do hope that this project may prove helpful to those who might feel able to participate, as well as affording me the
opportunity to add to knowledge about some distressing ailments.
I love the vocation which good fortune has allowed me to exercise and will miss my patients. I would like to thank them for
the privilege of meeting and treating them and wish them well for the future.
Elspeth Keeling-Howard 01694 724866
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Church Stretton
Church Stretton School, Monday 2nd November,
7.30pm – Second Best Exotic Marigold Hotel. Tickets on
the door £4 adults; £2 children and students. Doors open at
7.00pm for 7.30pm start.
The expansionist dream of Sonny makes more claims
on his time than he has available, considering his imminent
marriage to the love of his life, Sunaina. He has his eye
on a promising property now that his first venture, The
Best Exotic Marigold Hotel for the Elderly and Beautiful,
has only a single remaining vacancy - posing a rooming
predicament for fresh arrivals Guy (Richard Gere) and
Lavinia (Tamsin Greig). Evelyn and Douglas (Judi Dench
and Bill Nighy) have now joined the Jaipur workforce and
are wondering where their regular dates for Chilla pancakes
will lead, while Norman and Carol (Ronald Pickup and
Diana Hardcastle) are negotiating the tricky waters of an
exclusive relationship, as Madge (Celia Imrie) juggles two
eligible and very wealthy suitors. Perhaps the only one who
may know the answers is newly installed co-manager of
the hotel, Muriel (Maggie Smith), the keeper of everyone’s
secrets. As the demands of a traditional Indian wedding
threaten to engulf them all, an unexpected way forward
presents itself.
Refreshments before and during, with comfortable
seating and easy car parking.

floor to seminar room, from the difficult financial decisions
facing the charity’s executives to visitors’ awed appreciation
of the exhibitions. A truly inspiring piece of film-making.
Combing a vivid sense of how vast the gallery’s many
activities are with an eye for droll observational detail, the
film reveals how the gallery works and its relations with its
staff, public and paintings.
Rotten Tomatoes ***** Observer ****
Foreign Language Film: Tuesday 10th November *7pm –
The Tale of Princess Kaguya (U) Tickets £6
Found inside a shining stalk of bamboo by an old bamboo
cutter and his wife, a tiny girl grows rapidly into an
exquisite young lady. The mysterious young princess
enthrals all who encounter her – but ultimately she must
confront her fate, the punishment for her crime.
Japan’s most famous folk tale retold in this gorgeous, handdrawn masterwork, decades in the making. It’s a world of
charcoal lines and watercoloured hues; you can almost feel the
brushstrokes upon fibrous paper as the proudly hand-drawn
action unfolds. (Mark Kermode’s One to Watch)
Guardian **** Rotten Tomatoes *****
*Please note the earlier start
Hope Bowdler
Hope Bowdler Village Hall, Wednesday 11th November,
7.30pm – Woman in Gold. Tickets £4
The film this month is Woman in Gold. Sixty years after
fleeing Vienna, Maria Altman (played by Helen Mirren)
tries to reclaim her family’s possessions, which were seized
by the Nazis during the war. Particularly important to her
is Klimt’s portrait of her aunt. She is helped by a young
lawyer (Ryan Reynolds) but they have to confront the
Austrian authorities, who regard this world-famous picture
as a national treasure.
Homemade refreshments during the interval.

Acton Scott
Acton Scott Village Hall, Tuesday 17th November,
7.30pm – Suite Française (15) Tickets £4 adults, £2
students.
Set in occupied
France during
World War Two.
As the Wehrmacht
storms into
Paris and pushes
inexorably to the
south, a young
French woman
All Stretton
is drawn into a
Here are our films for November. Please don’t be
powerful and
disappointed if you can’t find a film you’d hoped to see.
forbidden love with
Many of this year’s big blockbusters are being shown at
a German officer.
other venues close by, so we’re hopefully offering a broader
With a stellar
programme across the local area, rather than having repeat
showings every month. Have a look at the Arts Alive website multi-national cast
and crew, including
to see all the films showing in neighbouring villages.
our own Kristin
All Stretton Village Hall, Friday 6th November, 7.30pm – Scott Thomas,
Deborah Findlay,
The National Gallery (12A) Tickets £4
Clare Holman and
Documentary filmmaker Frederick Wiseman goes behind
Harriet Walter,
the scenes at the National Gallery. We are guided gently
writer and director
from board meeting to retouching workshop, from gallery
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Saul Dibb gives a vivid and atmospheric description of
life under German occupation, based on the recently
re-discovered novel by Irène Nemirovsky.
Ample Car Parking. Refreshments available.
Of Mice and Men
Church Stretton School, Tuesday 17th November, 7pm

The Browning Version and ‘Him’

T
James Franco (127 Hours, Milk) and Chris O’Dowd
(Bridesmaids, Girls) star in the hit Broadway
production of Of Mice And Men, a dramatisation of
the 1937 novella by John Steinbeck. This landmark
revival is a powerful portrait of the American Spirit and
a heart-breaking testament to the bonds of friendship.
The title is taken from Robert Burns’ poem To a
Mouse, which reads, “The best laid schemes o’ mice
an’ men / Gang aft agley.” (The best laid schemes
of mice and men / Often go awry.) The production
was nominated for two Tony Awards, including Best
Performance by an Actor in a Leading Role in a Play for
Chris O’Dowd.
Tickets (£11 senior; £5 junior) and further information
may be obtained from the School on 01694 722209. The
showing starts at 7pm and tickets will be available at the
door.
Make it a night to remember with a two-course meal
with wine and coffee from 5.45pm before the showing.
Tickets for the meal (£13.50) may be obtained from the
School on 01694 722209.

Arts Alive
The Red Chair by Clod Ensemble
All Stretton Village Hall
Friday 20th November at 7.30 pm
N.B Suitable for children 14+
One of the best things to see at the Edinburgh Fringe 2015
Radio Times
The ballad of The Red Chair comes served with tasty
nibbles, lashings of dark humour and a dram of whisky
to oil the way.
Further information from www.artsalive.co.uk
Tickets are now available. £8; £5 ages 14-18; £28 family
ticket
Looking forward to seeing you ...
Cate and All Stretton Village Hall
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he Dorrington Players are due to perform their next
plays over the three evenings of the 19th-21st November,
two short plays of contrasting stories and styles.
Terence Rattigan’s The Browning Version is set at a
Public School and details the lead up to the retirement,
due to ill-health, of a studious but not particularly popular
teacher. He is even despised by his wife who has sought
some solace with another teacher, and she openly taunts
her husband with the fact. The triangle then becomes
complicated by the friendship that starts to build between
the two teachers, helped by the retirement gift from one of
the pupils which reveals a more gentle emotional side to the
otherwise strict and rather stuffy Classics master.
The second play, Interior Designs by Jimmie Chinn,
focuses on an odd-job man, simply referred to throughout
the play as ‘Him’, who is offering his ‘services’ to three
very different women. They may be from quite different
backgrounds but they share the common fate of loneliness
and frustration, and the play follows their various attempts
to trap the eligible ‘Him’ with comic and often poignant
exchanges of heart-felt dialogue.
Performances begin at 7:30pm each evening. Tickets
will be available from John Thomas (Florist) and Burway
Books, priced at £7 for the Thursday night and £8 for the
Friday and Saturday nights. They can also be purchased
online via our website www.dorringtonplayers.wordpress.
com by clicking a convenient link on the home page.
The group look forward to welcoming new audience
members as well as our loyal supporters for what promises
to be an entertaining event.
John Avery

Shropshire Council to rethink Arts Funding

S

hropshire Council is to rethink its support for the arts
sector in order to help face the challenge of reducing
budgets. From 1st April 2016 the Council will no
longer be in a position to fund arts organisations, venues
and festivals through its Revenue Client Grant Scheme.
Steve Charmley, Shropshire Council’s cabinet member
with responsibility for arts, said: “Shropshire Council
is responding to both the current and future financial
challenges the public sector is facing by redesigning
everything we do. We recognise the important role the arts
play in making Shropshire a great place to live, work and
visit. We also understand these changes will have an impact
on the arts sector.”
The county will retain an Arts Development Officer
who will play a strategic role in the development of the
arts sector and provide ongoing one-to-one support to the
county’s arts organisations, in the hope that national grant
bodies will continue to show confidence in supporting
groups within the county.
Enquiries to Alexa Pugh, Arts Development Officer.
New tel no. 01743 257731 alexa.pugh@shropshire.gov.uk
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Thank You
A Thank You from Hope House Hospice
The Church Stretton fundraising committee wish to thank
the Long Mynd Hotel for hosting an afternoon tea party
on 17th September when an amazing total of £1,138 was
raised for Hope House Hospice for children. The staff of
the hotel were so supportive and could not do enough
to help make this a very happy occasion and were very
generous with a superb tea. We would also like to thank
Jeremy Lamond from Halls Auctioneers who talked about
and valued all the articles which had been brought along by
the guests and generously gave his time to this event.
A Thank You from Cancer Research UK
A very successful ‘Pie and Puddings’ event was held on
Friday 11th September at the Plough Inn, Wistanstow.
After enjoying tasty pies and a choice of four homemade
puddings we were entertained by Eight in a Bar. This
talented group sang for us, performed magic tricks, and
told amusing anecdotes.
Many thanks to all who attended and helped us to raise
£619.
We are also most grateful to Jo Turley and the
Culmington Village Hall Committee for a most generous
contribution of £731 collected at their fund -raising
activities.
Our next event is a Quiz Night with Ken Willis on
Friday 27th November, 7.30pm, at the Silvester Horne
Institute. Hope to see you there.
Sue Toghill
Chairman Church Stretton Local Fund Raising Committee

Quiz Night at The Plough, Wistanstow
Thank you to everyone who took part in the Quiz Night
on Friday 25th September and to George and his Team for
hosting the event. Thanks too to all who helped with the
raffle and marking. We were delighted that the evening
raised £188 for the work of the RNLI.
The Church Stretton RNLI Committee
A Thank You from Macmillan
A huge thank you to the people of Church Stretton for their
help with our Macmillan coffee morning.We held it on
Friday 25th September at Maryland, Clive Avenue, Church
Stretton. We had an amazing turn-out with good support
from our neighbours, friends and Methodist Church with
their minister, Hazel Ratcliffe, and Sue Wood taking charge
of the raffle with great expertise. We had so many amazing
gifts donated by the local businesses. Everyone I asked in
the shops donated a Prize for the raffle, they were so kind
because we are always asking for help with different raffles,
and they always support us, so a massive thank you. We
managed to raise a sum of £500, we hoped for two hundred
so we were very pleased. We pledged the money in memory
of Sandra Southee who was a great supporter of Mayfair
and the community of Church Stretton and her presence
is greatly missed in Stretton. Stretton is so supportive - an
amazing community.
Pauline Harvey

A photo of the helpers

Jo Turley, on right, and Adrian Lewis from Culmington
Village Hall Committee, presenting a cheque for £731 to Sue
Toghill, Cancer Research UK, Church Stretton Committee
Chairman
Two Thank Yous from the RNLI
Coffee Morning
Our Coffee Morning on 17th September brought us the
remarkable sum of £337.90. We are amazed. We thank
those who came to our house, those who contributed in
any way, including those who couldn’t come but gave us a
donation, and those who helped us to run the event. We are
very grateful to you all. Thank you very much.
Jill and Richard Turner Jones
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A Thank You from Scrappies
Scrappies would like to thank Stretton Focus for their valued
support of our school holiday workshop programme for
children in Church Stretton and neighbouring villages.
Over 100 children took part in our half term and holiday
breaks and in particular our Summer theme Myths and
Legends workshops were thoroughly enjoyed with knights
and maidens, castles and fairy gardens, monsters and
mermaids being created all over the place!
Our programme of activities is continuing in our new
premises (1 Sherratt Court) so if you haven’t visited us there
yet, please do!
These are exciting times for Scrappies.
Lesley Mcknight,
Lead Artist, Scrappies
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The Rocky Horror Show: You shouldn’t have missed it…

L

ast month The Rocky
Horror Show came
to Church Stretton.
Combining a first class meal
with a spectacular showing
direct from London’s
Playhouse Theatre, Church
Stretton School hosted a truly
enjoyable and entertaining
evening.
The applause that greeted
Richard O’Brien when he
walked out on stage to take a
supporting yet pride-of-place
part in the phenomenon he
created in 1973 was of a kind
you seldom hear in a theatre:
thunderous clapping mingling with a roar of approval that
takes on a life of its own, refusing to abate.
A show described as a mish-mash of sci-fi/horror, spoof rock
’n’ roll pastiche and transgressive, cross-dressing abandon may
not be immediately to everybody’s taste. However, the colour,
the vibrancy and the drive were infectious and it soon became

clear why this production has
lasted for over 40 years. Devotees
of the show don corsets and
fishnets and know all the words.
While there was little evidence of
fishnets in the Church Stretton
audience, the evening was a major
success and we look forward to
more showings live from leading
London theatres and elsewhere.
Watch out for future events
at the school. An exciting
programme of Flicks in the Sticks
and theatre awaits you. Don’t
miss out on pre-theatre meals.
These are attracting great praise
from theatre-goers as the School’s
award-winning chef is creating exciting menus for selected
theatre performances.
Contact the School (01694 722209) or email office@
cssschool.co.uk for details. Request a copy of the School Events
Guide and list of future theatre events.

The Christmas Lights

will be turned on in the Market Square, Church Stretton
on Saturday 21st November at 5pm
Join in the afternoon festivities and the usual merriment of this great annual event.
Further details to be announced shortly.

BAKED ALASKA
A Reminder

Church Stretton School, 3rd November 2015
at 7.30pm.
Tickets £12 adults, £9 concessions, £7.50 groups of
8+ under 18s from Box Office on 01904 613000,
or online at http://ridinglights.org/baked-alaska/
BAKED ALASKA is a deliciously entertaining new show
from Riding Lights Theatre Company. Inter-connecting
stories of the wild and unpredictable effects of climate
change from the four corners of the earth are combined into
a rich recipe of hope with lashings of vibrant music, highenergy storytelling and laughter that will surprise you.
BAKED ALASKA is touring the UK ahead of the
UN Climate Change Conference in Paris. Working in
partnership with Christian Aid, Operation Noah and the
Diocese of Lichfield, Riding Lights are bringing the show to
Church Stretton School on 3rd November.
Christian Aid’s Anna Burden says, “This year is a crucial
one in the battle against climate change, which is already
hitting poor people hardest. The national BAKED ALASKA
tour with Riding Lights will be an amazing opportunity to
bring this message to thousands of people in the run up to the
Paris talks and encourage every one of us to get involved, raise
concerns with our local MP and be part of the answer.”
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Strettondale Practice
November Open Evening

T

his year’s Open Evening is almost upon us! Please
put Tuesday 10th November, 7pm at the Silvester
Horne Institute, in your diaries. We are delighted
that Dr Bennett, Dr Savage, Dr Nandhra and Sue Marsh,
Assistant Practice Manager, will be on hand to make
presentations and to take questions from the audience.
The main item will be a very topical presentation
about current GP training. Additional items include: an
update on how GPs are funded; reflections on a recent
meeting of Medical Practice staff and SPPG committee
members with Philip Dunne MP; information about the
new Electronic Prescription Service; and a Question and
Answer session to which all are invited to contribute.
We look forward to welcoming as many of you as
possible to this annual event. Remember - 7pm Tuesday
10th November.
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A Quaker Voice
Moving round
hen we are away from home we try to
go to Meeting for Worship wherever we happen
to be on the Sunday. It’s really interesting to
experience other meetings, very much the same as ours
here in Church Stretton, but always with subtle differences.
To start with they are held in a wide range of buildings.
Some meetings use rented rooms like we do here, some
have purpose built meeting houses from the early days of
Quakerism and there are some beautiful modern buildings.
Then there are a whole range of buildings converted into
meeting houses, a semi-detached house, a barn, and even a
former pub. Eastbourne Friends Meeting House used to be
the stables for the horses that pulled the delivery vans for
one of the departmental stores.
We were in Ditchling. It was a beautiful sunny morning.
The meeting house was up a private road behind some of
the garages. There was a warm welcome from the Friend
on the door, but the room itself was cold. There were no
windows on the east side which would have quickly warmed
up the room. A small high window on the south with the
sun streaming in and a lot of windows on the west made the
room feel light.
We sat down and I was soon regretting that we hadn’t
chosen seats on the other side which were in the sunny
patch. The meeting settled down, I thought about the
light flooding into the room. Quakers are very fond of the
metaphor of God’s light. I looked up; the light had moved,
it was now on the table in the middle of the circle. That
wasn’t right. The light, in my mind, was supposed to be
constant, it spoilt things if it moved around the place. It
was quite upsetting to think of this image, for what was of
central importance to me, changing its position.
Then I worked it out. Of course, it wasn’t the sun that was
moving, it was us. I was watching the slow rotation of the
earth. It was right and proper that ‘the light’ should shine
on us from different angles as we changed. We need to be
helped to see things differently at different points in our
lives, and God’s light can help us do just that.
Lesley Richards

W

Friday Night At The Horne
Steve “Big Man” Clayton
Silvester Horne Institute, Church Stretton, Friday 13th
November 2015 7.30pm

S

teve “Big Man” Clayton is a highly gifted piano player
and singer. He was born in Birmingham, studied
classical music but decided for the last 30 years to
dedicate his musical life to his love of blues piano. His own
compositions demonstrate his love for this music of blues,
boogie-woogie, gospel and
rock and roll. He is a great
entertainer and very live!
Some of his music
transports you back to the
days of the honky-tonks and
barrelhouses (which perhaps
not surprisingly got their name
from the storage of barrels of
alcohol!). In the 1920s this
developed into a form of jazz with wild, improvised piano
and an accented two beat rhythm as well as boogie-woogie.
Tobias Wagner describes Steve Clayton as “the man who
dances on the keys. First he captures you with condensed
bass-lines, which he writes on the piano with his left hand
as he moves along. This is then electrified with a few loose
riffs in his right hand. And then the freight train really gets
going. Casting a glance at the audience to make sure that
everyone has a window seat, the boogie train leaves the
station. Steve lets it rip in the engineer’s seat and moves to
the mic and sings into the headwind…”
Steve lives in Germany and I first heard him here about
15 years ago, but he made such an impression that I decided
to get in touch with him and see if he would come over and
play for us at the Horne. I am delighted to say he agreed,
so I hope you will come and enjoy what should be a highly
charged performance.
Tickets (£10) are available from Burway Books, John
Thomas Florist, or CS Town Council Office.
For more information, please telephone 01694 720132.
Mike Walker

Christmas Cards
We shall be selling Christmas cards, calendars, diaries and
small gifts in the Co-op supermarket on
Saturday 31st October 9.00am to 3.00pm.
We shall also have a stall as part of the Thursday
markets on Thursday 29th October and Thursday 5th
November. Please come and see us at one of those events.
If you can’t call, then you can phone Jill & Richard Turner
Jones on 724371 and we can arrange for you to come to
our house to see the cards.
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Methodist Voice
November Dates of Note

“

Thank God for remembrance” said
the Chief Rabbi on Thought for the
Day on September 11th, the day
that we call ‘nine eleven’. November is
a month filled with memorable dates.
Think of November 1st All Saints Day;
2nd All Souls Day; 5th Guy Fawkes
and Bonfire night; 11th Armistice Day.
As I listened to the Chief Rabbi I fell
to wondering about our Methodist
memorable dates.
On May 24th 1838 Revd John
Wesley had an unforgettable experience
which affected his entire life and ministry
and ultimately led to the birth of the
Methodist Church. He wrote ‘I felt my
heart strangely warmed. I felt that I did
trust in Christ, Christ alone for salvation.
An assurance was given me that he had
taken away my sins, even mine, and
saved me from the law of sin and death’.

We remember that in September
1932 the various branches of Methodism
came together to form The Methodist
Church as we know it today.
Another significant but widely
forgotten date is November 1st 2003.
On that day leaders of the Methodist
Church in Britain and the Church of
England met in the presence of the Queen
to sign a covenant. This was a pledge to
work together to overcome remaining
obstacles to the joining together of the two
churches.
In Church Stretton local Methodists
built the church in Watling Street South in
1906 and the centenary was celebrated in
2006 with specially written drama, a banquet
and of course some lusty hymn singing.
In 2006 on November 25 and 26
an environment conference “Think of a
World” was organized in Church Stretton

by the Methodist Wolverhampton
and Shrewsbury District. Talks and
exhibitions took place throughout
Saturday in the Methodist Church,
the United Reformed Church and at
Mayfair, culminating in a united service
at St Laurence’s Church on Sunday
morning. As a direct result of that event
Stretton Climate Care was formed.
In years to come what will we all
remember about November 2015? And
does it matter if no news-grabbing
events occur? Long ago a prophet
warned about despising ‘the day of small
things’. The people most praised in the
Bible are the ones who were faithful. It
is more important to remain faithful to
the vision we have received than to be
successful or gain stardom in memorable
achievements. So let’s stick around and
enjoy being faithful.
Ruth Davies

Geoff Taylor at Long Mynd Camera Club

L

Wednesday 4th November 2015 at 19.30

ocal photographer and author, Geoff Taylor, will be giving a presentation
based on his book - Nearest earthly place to paradise - the Literary
Landscape of Shropshire.
The talk will include many of the images from the book, published in
2013, as well as many others captured along the way.
This special evening, organised by Long Mynd Camera Club, starts at
19:30, in the United Reformed Church Hall, High Street, SY6 6BY.
Visitors are very welcome, with an admission of £3.00, which includes
refreshments. For further details contact Club Secretary on 01743 353485, or
visit the website www.longmyndcameraclub.co.uk

Trivia Answers
1 Swedish

2 Home Brewing
4 Pickwick Paper

3 Living Daylights
5 1967

Amnesty International Group

I

Write for rights
URC Hall, High Street, Church Stretton Sat November 28th 10 – 12
‘Thinking of You’ ‘Don’t Lose Hope’

t only takes a couple of minutes to write a simple message and address an envelope. But it can be a fantastic
encouragement for a prisoner of conscience or their family.You don’t need to be an expert, we want local people to just call in and
sign a card or two as part of Amnesty’s annual campaign to support victims of human rights abuses around the world, and show
they are not forgotten.
We’ll have all the materials and our friendly group will be on hand, and warmly welcome your support. So please call in for a
coffee and sign cards to be sent to people unjustly imprisoned. They are people like Moses Akatugba in Nigeria. He was only 16 when
he was arrested for stealing mobile phones and was convicted based on ‘confessions’ obtained under torture. He was sentenced to
death by hanging but a decade later Moses is now a free man thanks to support from people all over the world.
It would be fantastic if as many people as possible could support this campaign. Together we are powerful and can make a real
difference.
Details from Barbara Parnell 01694 720040
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Butterflies and Winter

nlike mammals and birds, butterflies and moths rely
mainly on external sources of heat to warm their
bodies so that they can be active. Although many
are adept at increasing their body temperature way above
ambient air temperature by basking in sunshine or shivering
(vibrating their flight muscles), when their surroundings are
really cold, most butterflies and moths are forced to remain
inactive.
So, not surprisingly, winter
poses a problem for butterflies
and (most) moths in temperate
climates such as ours. It is difficult
for them to get warm and,
therefore, be active and so they
have evolved ways of dealing with
this unfavourable season. Most
species enter a dormant phase.
This can be as an egg, larva, pupa
Hoping for a mild winter or adult insect, dependent upon
species. The majority of butterflies
and moths overwinter in the larval stage, with pupae being
the next most common choice, followed by eggs and adults.
A few are capable of overwintering in more than one stage.
The Speckled Wood butterfly for example can overwinter as
a caterpillar (larva) or a pupa. An alternative evolutionary
strategy, employed by Painted Lady butterflies and Silver
Y moths, is to avoid winter conditions completely by
migrating to warmer parts of the world.
Note that
I’m talking about
dormancy and
overwintering rather
than hibernation.
Strictly speaking
insects don’t
hibernate, according
to the precise
scientific meaning of
the term. However,
as most people
regard hibernation
as akin to “sleeping through the winter”, it is often applied
to butterflies and moths. In midwinter, the butterflies and

moths you are most likely to encounter are those that are
either active as adults or those that are dormant as adults.
Eggs, larvae and pupae tend to be hidden away, though you
may find Large White pupae attached to the walls of your
house. A small group of incredibly hardy moths have their
main period of adult activity in wintertime, including the
Winter Moth, December Moth and Spring Usher, but that’s
another story.
Those species that overwinter as dormant adults include
the butterflies Brimstone, Small Tortoiseshell, Peacock and
Comma and moths such as the Twenty-plume Moth, Redgreen Carpet, Tissue, Sword-grass, Herald and Bloxworth
Snout. The Red Admiral, which has become a common
sight in British winters of late, doesn’t enter a proper
dormancy but becomes active on any suitable days.
Among the butterflies, it is only the Small Tortoiseshell
and Peacock that regularly overwinter inside houses. They
come in during late summer/early autumn, when it is still
warm outside and our houses appear to provide suitably
cool, sheltered, dry conditions. However, come Christmas,
when the central heating is cranked up, such butterflies may
be awoken prematurely by high indoor temperatures. This
presents a major problem for the butterfly as the outside
weather conditions may be very hostile and there is little
nectar available in gardens.
It is a problem for the concerned householder too. How
best to help these poor confused butterflies unwittingly
tricked into thinking spring has come early. The best
solution is to rehouse the butterfly into a suitable location.
Catch the butterfly carefully and place it into a cardboard
box or similar, in a cool place for half and hour or so to see
if it will calm down. Once calmed down you might be able
to gently encourage the sleepy butterfly out onto the wall
or ceiling of an unheated room or building such as a shed,
porch, garage or outhouse. Just remember that the butterfly
will need to be able to escape when it awakens in early
spring. If you have no options at all for suitable hibernation
places, then it would be best to keep the butterfly as cool as
possible, to minimise activity, and then to release it outside
during a spell of nice weather.
Richard Fox
Surveys Manager, Butterfly Conservation

Church Stretton Tree Group
Trees of Europe: Top to Toe
he Tree Group is pleased to welcome back John Tuer
for another of his fascinating and knowledgeable
talks. This new talk takes the audience on a trip
throughout the whole length of Europe from North Cape
in Norway to the southern toe of Italy. During this journey,
John will be looking at Europe’s trees. He will take us on a
journey looking at how the variety of trees changes through
the latitudes by viewing how trees appear in both their
natural environments and their use in towns. Perhaps we
can spot trees suited to planting in Britain as our climate
becomes warmer!
John’s talk will examine how European countries use
their trees and how they need their trees and are fiercely

T
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protective of them. He believes we can learn lessons from
this in our country because, sadly, there are those who are
all too hasty to rush to take down trees. It is easy to find
excuses – leaves can be a chore to sweep up; they can block
drains; trees can cause too much shade. Trees obscure our
views. Tree limbs can fall. They can kill people and crush
cars. We can, however, learn from the reasons the Europeans
have for keeping their trees and why they are prepared to
spend large amounts of money on maintaining them. These

reasons far override any disadvantages the trees might offer
for them. Perhaps we can find a reason, just as significant,
for keeping our British trees? Join us on Wednesday 18th
November to discover with John some of the reasons why
we need trees. John is a tree warden and a key member of
the Severn Tree Trust and the Much Wenlock Tree Forum.
He also leads walks with a tree theme for the Shropshire
Hills AONB. The talk on Trees of Europe will be held at the
Methodist Church at 7.30pm and all are welcome.

The Fungi of Rectory Wood and Shropshire Wildlife Trust –
Field
Stretton Branch

D

ead Man’s Fingers, the Blusher, the Common
Cavalier, Beefsteak, the Deceiver, Turkeytail,
Candlesnuff… It sounds like a cast list for the next
Pirates of the Caribbean. No, it isn’t; they’re all fungi found
in Rectory Wood.
As part of the summer’s season of Spirit of Rectory
Wood and Field events, 40 folk met on the morning of
3rd October for a Fungus Foray organised by the Stretton’s
Branch of the Shropshire Wildlife Trust, led by John
Hughes, SWT’s fungus expert.

John explained the importance of fungi, especially in
decomposition and recycling. Over 130 million years they’ve
evolved with plants and animals to occupy every niche in
a multitude of complex and interesting relationships. He
passed on lots of tips about what to look for when trying
to identify fungi. Where is it growing on, in grass, under a
live tree, on dead wood? What shape is it? What can be seen
underneath, gills, pores or teeth? What colour is it? If there’s
a stem, what shape is it? Is there a ring? The list goes on!
The variety of fungi is enormous; there are thousands
of species found in Britain. We found 28 types during our
fascinating two-hour stroll. Others included Poached Egg
Fungus, Fairy Bonnet, Scarletina, Clouded Funnel, Liberty
Cap, Sulphur Tuft, Collared Earthstar, Oyster Mushroom
and Soapy Knight. Whoever thought up these names had
quite some imagination; and a sense of humour!
Mike Carter
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The Singular Stipperstones
om Wall will talk about The
Stiperstones where he was warden of this National
Nature Reserve and Site of Special Scientific Interest
for many years. His illustrated talk will touch on the many
different facets of this very singular place - including
geology and natural history, mining and transport, legend
and human history. His book
‘The Singular Stiperstones’ has
recently been re-published.
Do come along to Tom’s
talk and a brief AGM which
will take place on Monday
9th November at 7.30pm in
the Methodist Church Hall.
Members £2, non members
£3. All are welcome. For
further information contact
Janet Martin on 01694
722361.

T

Shropshire Ornithological Society –
Church Stretton Branch

T

his month’s talk, on Monday
23rd November, is by John
Tucker, who will explore ‘The
History of Ornithology in Shropshire’.
The presentation documents the history
of human interest in birds in the county, from the first
written bird record, of an ‘yron’ (White-tailed Eagle) near
Worfield in 1514, through the killings occasioned by the
Tudor Acts “for the preservation of grayne” to the present
day. Bird study began in Shropshire from the early 1800s
and the Shropshire Ornithological Society began in 1955.
The talk tracks this process, the human stories behind it
and some of the bird specimens and records on the way.
We meet in the Methodist Hall on Watling Street South
and all are welcome (admission for non-members is £2,
including refreshments). For more information on branch
activities, visit our website at strettonssos.wordpress.com.
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Trials and Tribulations of a Longmynd Hiker

he Longmynd Hike (the first weekend of October)
is a 50 mile walk (or run) with 8000 ft of ascent
(although I think it is more like 8750ft). The day
begins with registration at Church Stretton School and a
kit inspection, plus any last minute notices. All participants
are expected to be at the start of the Cardington track by
12:40pm, so that they can receive their tally cards. At 1pm
we are off.
As usual many run the first section – starting off
too fast can be a big mistake, managing one’s pace can
be the difference between finishing and failing to finish.
Caradoc (first check point) is the first climb with The
Lawley (second check point) following hard on its heels.
I always find these early climbs hard, because I need to
warm up and my muscles have not got into their stride. I
feel I am starting to move well as we climb up towards the
Longmynd and onwards to Pole Bank. Bridges is next, via
Priory Cottage. The route from Bridges to the
Stiperstones is another lengthy climb, but two
surprises await. The first in a kit inspection (no
problem), the second is an unexpected attack
of cramp - painful! Care is needed on the top
of the Stiperstones, but speed is also needed to
get to Earls Hill before dark. Earls Hill is not so
high, but the early stages feel hard, so out come
the poles to give a little boost. Once at the check
point, it is back down again, only to be stopped
at Bank Farm (just beyond Habberley) to be put
into groups (of between three and five) for the
night period. I have to wait eight minutes to be
grouped with walkers (as opposed to run-walkers),
but that will be credited back to me at the end.
We walk through Eastridge Woods – a good climb
that ultimately sees us coming out at Lordshill
(and then Snailbeach) in the dark. Though it is a
dark night, for the most part night walking is fine
provided one has a good headlamp and knows the route
or can map read well in the dark – for speed, knowing the
route is to be preferred.
The road from Snailbeach to Stiperstones and onwards
to Tankerville and Pennerley involves a good climb, but
when one feels one is moving well it gives a great feeling
throughout the body. Tiredness can set in now and it is
all the more important to drink well and to eat (I call it
‘stoking the engine’). A green road takes us from Pennerley
to the Shelve Road, then another climb sees us go through
Shelve to the check point (with refreshments!) just beyond.
A quick turn round and we are heading out on the footpath
towards Corndon Hill, the top of which is the next check
point. The climb up Corndon is long and at times steep –
out come the poles again. It’s a good feeling at the top, but
there’s no time to tarry, there are 20 miles to be done. We’re
making very good time and think we should be back before
4am – fate has other ideas. The path to Woodgate Farm (the
next check point) is a little involved, but not a problem,
then on to Little Cefn Farm and the hardest section for
navigation – making one’s way to Welsh Lodge. Once that
is done, navigation is, for the most part, easy. The road to
Nind and round the back of Black Rhadley Hill is boring
and best done quickly, but it incorporates a long hill before
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one gets to the entrance to Black Rhadley itself and up to
the summit (a check point). One of our group is beginning
to have foot trouble and is falling behind, but we make it
to the top together and head back down on our way to the
Stiperstones car park. His feet are causing real problems now
and speed is lost. At the check point, he announces that he
will not be going on with us – he needs a break. That could
have been a problem, for a group of two is not allowed, but
fortunately two runners who are run-out want to walk with
us.
Stiperstones Car park to Bridges is boring but easy
and best done fast (ten miles to go once at Bridges), then
on to Coates Farm, Medlicott and Medlicott Cottage.
Unfortunately the ex-runners are having real problems and
despite their best efforts time is slipping away. The last bit of
tricky navigation is before us, for the best route is over the
moor to Pole Cottage. It took a lot of practice to be able to

get this right in the dark! Once at the Pole Cottage check
point there is another blow, our ex-runners cannot go on
and in fact one is in a bad way and needs a good rest. Our
group is down to two again and we have to wait 42 minutes
for a cluster of seven friends to arrive. We are grafted in and
set off once they are ready. Unfortunately many of them are
nursing foot and knee problems and speed is slow – I have
to wait long periods of time for them to catch up, including
at the top of Ragleth and outside Church Stretton School,
for one cannot cross the finish line until the whole group
is present. We check in at 5.16am – so much for finishing
before 4am. After being credited the time waiting to be
grouped and re-grouped, my time is 15hrs 26mins.
The concept of individual time is not relevant on the
Hike, for it is governed by the weakest member of the group
into which one is placed. In the first two groups, we helped
our ailing members and they tried very hard – I hope they
were able to finish. For the third group the agenda was
different, friendship was key and time was not relevant understandable in hindsight, but frustrating at the time.
Still, I know now that finishing before 4am is viable for me
as a walker - and there is always next year.
My thanks go to the Longmynd Hike committee and
their helpers for the excellent running of the event.
Richard Shephard
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A Review of a Theatre Visit
Once more to Stratford for Henry V

H

enry V is one of Shakespeare’s history plays
spanning the reigns of King John to Henry VIII.
It covers certain key events in his reign from his
claim to the French throne; his expedition to France; the
capture of Harfleur and the battle of Agincourt. As a prince
Henry (Hal or Harry as he was familiarly known) was a
riotous young man but as a king he disowns his disreputable
chums. They though, accompany him to France as soldiers
and provide comic relief which at times however jars with
the more serious moments.
This latest Royal Shakespeare Company’s production of
Henry V is very good, revealing a youthful, energetic king.
The ‘once more’ speech comes tumbling out as he rushes
around the stage seemingly out of breath – is he acting or
is he really out of breath? The St Crispin’s speech was a
little too quiet for my liking but he was only speaking to
a ramshackle half a dozen men from the back of a cart. As
Chorus reminded us at the opening, we have to use our
imagination in this play – we have to imagine the armies,
the horses and the noise and confusion of a medieval battle.
But another reason for the sparseness of the army on
St Crispin’s was that this was a PUP – a public understudy

Lazy Trout ‘Smashed Open’

T

he driver of a vintage lorry smashed through a
banner during a South Shropshire transport café
re-opening – and then sat down to breakfast with
the owners.
The ‘Open Now’ banner was part of the decorations
at the Lazy Trout, the UK’s oldest transport café and now
trading again at Marshbrook, about two miles south of
Church Stretton on the A49, after a re-fit by brothers
Jonathan and Adam Jay, owners of the nearby Green
Dragon Inn at Little Stretton.
“We invited Andy Price, who runs the Marshbrook
Garage and whose father Martin has a collection of vintage
vehicles, to bring along a vintage Bedford lorry to perform
the ‘drive through’ ceremony – and he was then our first
official guest for breakfast,” said Jonathan. The Lazy Trout
has been serving travellers along the county’s main highway
since 1937, and was once famous for its Myna bird Skip,
which would shout out orders from the menu, much to the
annoyance of the chef who cooked them for non-existent
customers.
Further information from Jonathan Jay on 01694 722925,
07595 754814 or enquiries@greendragonlittlestretton.co.uk
Adam Jay on the
left, with brother
Jonathan on the
right, and Andy
Price in the cab.

42

performance. The RSC is unusual in allowing understudies
to present a full performance to the punters – at a much
reduced cost, of course – and understudies each understudy
several roles. This means that you often see actors quickly
changing costumes at the side of the stage and the same
actor in several different parts during the performance.
But of course, you can’t play two parts on stage at exactly
the same time, so a non-speaking part has to be cut from
the scene. That said, the understudies put on a very
acceptable show. Maybe Harry should have been a bit more
loud and forceful at times, but all in all he put up a good
performance, as did the rest of the cast. I particularly liked
the Chorus – who really holds this play together – ambling
around the stage in what looked like an old cardigan and
scarf but very effectively setting the scene and giving us
clues as to what we were going to see next.
The trip to Stratford for this matinée performance on 1
October was arranged by the Stretton Theatre and Concert
Group. I have already got my tickets for the ‘official version’
when it is streamed to The Edge in Much Wenlock on 21
October. It will be an interesting comparison!
Peter Thorpe

Recipe of the Month
Apricot Crunch
Juicy apricots with a
light crunchy topping.
A quick dessert using
ingredients that are
probably already in your
store cupboard. You can
use other fruits when
in season but I prefer
tinned apricots because
they are so moist and
sweet. This amount
serves six people or four hungry ones.
Ingredients
- 2 300g cans apricots in fruit juice (strained)
- grated rind and juice of one large orange
- 2 oz rolled oats.
- 1 tbsp demerara sugar
- 1 oz flaked almonds
- 1 tbsp melted butter
- 1 tbsp sesame seeds
- 1 tbsp runny honey
Preheat the oven to 220C (400F/Gas Mark 6). Place
the fruit in a single layer in an ovenproof dish, drizzle over
the orange rind and the juice, and place in the oven for 10
minutes. Mix all the other ingredients for the topping in a
bowl and then sprinkle it over the fruit and return the dish
again to the oven for 15 minutes or until golden. Serve it
with ice cream or single cream.
It is a winner.
Her Ladyship
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New Providers of Youth Activities Church Stretton Business
Women’s Club Exhibition
in Shropshire announced

S

hropshire Council has announced the groups and
organisations that will deliver youth activities in
Shropshire from this month (September 2015)
onwards – plus information about the activities that they’ll
be providing.
Shropshire Council stopped directly delivering youth
activities in July 2015, and is now commissioning these
activities from other providers – through the county’s
Local Joint Committees (LJCs). Earlier this year the LJCs
talked to young people and local communities to get a
better understanding of what activities people would like
to see delivered in their areas. They also made use of local
experience and knowledge to make recommendations about
what youth services should be provided in their areas to
meet local needs.
Youth activity providers in Shropshire from September
2015
STRETTONDALE

O

n Saturday 19 September the Church Stretton
Business Women’s Club (www.csbwc.co.uk) held its
first exhibition. Visitors were able to buy jewellery,
hand–made cards and alpaca wool knitwear, sculptures,
paintings, kitchenware, talk with exhibitors about what they
do and how they do it, and even commission their own
personal or family memories or seek legal advice from a
local solicitor.
Christine Williams, the Club’s founder said “This
was a wonderful and exciting day for us. The women who
participated are self-employed or involved in running
small businesses. They’re amazing people, so talented and
supportive to each other, and I’m privileged to be able to
work with them.”
One of the exhibitors, Stephanie Jacobs, celebrated her
birthday on the day of the exhibition and was presented
with a cake, a bottle of wine and a miniature rose. Stephanie
said “It was so unexpected and it made my day!”

Provider: Condover Parish Youth Club
Activity: Street dance classes over summer holidays
Edward Marvin marvin@web-hq.com 07985 103213
Provider: St Laurence’s Church after school
Activity: Sporting activity when equipment purchased
Becky Merriman becky.merriman@strettonparish.org.uk
07583 158949
Provider: Rushbury Primary School Homework Club
Activity: Homework Club
Diane Pye head@rushbury.shropshire.sch.uk
01694 771233
Provider: South Shropshire Youth Forum
Activity: Delivering heritage and landscape activities.
Richard Morley richssyf@yahoo.com
07710 086395

Grassroots Theatre Company
will be holding auditions in November for their Autumn
2016 production.
We welcome new actors. Even if you have not acted before,
all are very welcome.
For further information, please contact Barbara on 01694
720132 or Dice on 01694 771468.
Looking forward to speaking with you.
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Held at the St Laurence Parish Centre, the event was
opened by the town Mayor, Cllr Mike Walker. Cllr Walker
said “It’s encouraging to see so much innovation in Church
Stretton and it’s just this type of event that shows off the
enterprise taking place behind the scenes of our town.”
The Church Stretton Business Women’s Club meets
at 9am on the second Wednesday of every month at the
Mayfair Community Centre. Christine said “New members
and guests from all over the area are very welcome. It doesn’t
matter if you’re a start-up or an established business, work
a few hours a week or full time, you’ll find our networking
Club a wonderfully helpful place and fun, too!” Christine
can be reached on 07801 482656 or christinewilliams0@
btinternet.com.
Christine Williams
Tel: 07801 482656/01694 724274
Email: christinewilliams0@btinternet.com
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The More Singers present a Celebration of 20th Century
English Choral Music

O

n Saturday 14th November 2015 the More Singers
will present a choral concert in Church Stretton’s
United Reformed Church at 7.30pm. Following
their two successful concerts earlier this year under Musical
Director Alistair Auld, in which they performed music
by 16th century Renaissance composers (March) and the
lighter Potpourri of Choral Delights (June), both of which
were enthusiastically received, the choir will be presenting
some of the great English choral repertoire from the 20th
Century and hope that it will attract a similarly large and
enthusiastic crowd.
The featured music includes Gerald Finzi’s ‘Lo, the Full
Final Sacrifice’, a ground-breaking work of great passion
set to words by Richard Crashaw. The style of the music is
very personal to the composer, whose output was small yet
significant. Typically, it is soul-searching and deeply moving,
as well as having the embodiment of ‘Englishness’ about it.
This last is difficult to define, but very much characterises
the music of this concert, each composer with his own
individual approach.
Another large-scale work to be performed is Vaughan
Williams’ ‘Five Mystical Songs’ set to poems by the 17th
century English poet George Herbert. The styles of each
vary quite significantly. The first four songs are quite
personal meditations in which a baritone soloist takes a
key role, particularly in the third - Love Bade Me Welcome,
where the choir has a wholly supporting role (quietly
and wordlessly singing the plainsong melody O Sacrum

Convivium), and the fourth, The Call, in which the soloists
sings without the choir. The final “Antiphon” is probably
the most different of all: the triumphant “Let all the world
in every corner sing” sung by the choir.
One could not perform a concert of this nature without
including Benjamin Britten, a giant among 20th century
composers, not just in this country but all over the world.
The More Singers will be performing his ‘Jubilate Deo in C’
and ‘Te Deum in C’, the latter having a delightful soprano
solo part. Other works to be performed in the concert
include Howells’ ‘Like as the hart desireth the waterbrook’,
Finzi’s ‘God is gone up’ and Vaughan Williams’ delightful
anthem ‘O Taste and See’, composed for the Coronation of
HM the Queen in 1953.
This concert provides challenging and largely new
repertoire for the choir and their enthusiasm and energy is
clear during rehearsals. It is anticipated that this will be an
uplifting evening of great choral music, accompanied by
organ and piano, with soloists specially selected from within
the choir.
Tickets for the concert, priced at £8, to include a glass
of wine or soft drink, are available from Burway Books,
John Thomas Florist, choir members and at the door. After
concert expenses, all profits and donations will go to the
charity Self Help Africa.
For further information about the More Singers and their
concerts, please contact Ann Etches on 01694 723266.

Stretton Area Conservation and Wildlife Group
Hedgerow Surveying

T

he Hedgerow Surveying group
has been in the doldrums over
the past couple of years due to
lack a of members, but now we have
had a renewal of interest and added
several new members to the team.
Most of these have come from the
Wildlife Trust Church Stretton Area
botanical surveying team, as this year’s
WLT surveys have finished and some
members were feeling at a loose end. So
far this season, we have concentrated
on the area below Ragleth, north
of Chelmick. Many other areas are
available and surveying is quite easy
and very flexible – that is, you can do it
when you want and for as long as you
want.
We have also been asked by the
National Trust if we could help them with some hedge
surveying on the lower slopes of Ragleth and near Jinlye
above All Stretton. This has given our surveying an
additional boost and of course, the data we collect for the

46

Trust will also be added to the SACWLG database – killing
two birds with one stone, as you might say; but being
conservationists we don’t generally throw stones at birds.
Peter Thorpe
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Be Part of the
Re-Emerging
Women’s Institute!

he Women’s Institute has this year celebrated its
hundredth birthday, the first institute having been
formed on 16th September 1915 in Llanfairpwll,
Anglesey. With so many men away in the armed forces,
the WI was formed to encourage women to become more
involved in producing food to put on the table during
World War One, and again in World War Two, when it
was important in helping with evacuees, as well as bottling,
canning and making jam with all sorts of vegetables and
fruits. Since those days, the WI has grown and flourished,
until today it has some 6,000 institutes in Britain with
around 212,000 members, and is fast growing.
Since its earliest days, the WI has been a force for
change; it may have a warm, cosy image, but over the years
it has campaigned for such issues as equal pay for women,
for women to serve juries and the importance of breast
examination. It was one of the first organisations to talk
about AIDS. Today, it campaigns about climate change, on
the plight of the honey bee, on food security, and on behalf
of dementia sufferers, midwives and the mentally ill; and it
is the only large-scale organisation with any interest in what
is happening to dairy farmers.
Yes, we still make jam – but not all of us. Some of
us knit, sew, garden or do all kinds of crafts – but these
are not necessary to become a WI member. Even flower
arranging is not universal among WI people! Sometimes
we sing Jerusalem. We enjoy meeting up with many friends
at monthly meetings; we listen to a variety of informative
and entertaining speakers; we go on outings; and very often
discover abilities through the WI which we didn’t know we
had. At the WI’s Denman College, members can choose from
courses on an astonishing range of lifestyle subjects, as well as
crafts and cookery, while at the same time enjoying four-star
accommodation in or around the lovely Georgian mansion.
So, ladies, if you are or have been thinking of joining
the WI, and taking it forward into the next century for
both yourself and your daughters, you would be part of a
resurgence of popularity that has seen over one thousand
people a week sign up this year, for the WI is now being
found to be relevant to women again. They are discovering
the sort of traditional values of community involvement,
and want to learn the traditional skills, and this is where
they’ll find them.
There are four institutes to choose from in the Caradoc
Group: Smethcote, which meets on the second Wednesday
of each month; All Stretton, meeting on the third Tuesday;
Eaton-under-Heywood with Hope Bowdler on the second
Monday; and Rushbury and Cardington meeting on the
third Wednesday. Each institute is very slightly different, so
do choose one that suits you. There is no obligation to join
when you visit, though you may be asked to pay a small
visitor fee.
If you would like further details of any of these, please
ring me on 01694 722325. We look forward to welcoming
you!
Ann Ashworth, Convenor, Caradoc Group
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‘Marmaladies’ is a relatively new Women’s Institute
group for Church Stretton, started in January 2013.
We are a friendly mix of ladies aged from late 20s to
60, who share a common interest in having fun, sharing
new experiences and learning new skills.
Visitors and new
members are always
welcome. We currently
meet
meet at Church Stretton
School at 7:30pm on the
second Thursday of every
month, and are
relocating from
December 2015 to
Church Stretton Social
Club,Club, Essex Road.
Take a look at our
2015-16 programme:
12th Nov AGM + Birthday Party for the WI
Centenary
10th Dec Brad Fitt Pantomime Dame (Christmas
Party)
21st Jan Masala Magic
11th Feb West Midlands Search and Rescue
10th March Pottery with Claire Walton
14th April Bell Ringing
12th May Party Lite Candles
9th June Street Dance with Gem Sharpe
14th July Photography with Jamila Walker
8th Sept Bread making with Bread and Loaf
13th October Painted Furniture with White Cottage
Interiors
Maybe you’d like to be a Marmalady?
For more information, visit us at www.facebook.
com/ChurchStrettonMarmaladiesWI or contact us at
marmaladieswi@googlemail.com
Karen Solomons

The Library
The Church Stretton Library Support Group has been
granted permission for the case to go to a full Judicial
Review hearing. This was accompanied by a cease and
desist order, which has prevented any further progress by
the school or Shropshire Council. The best estimate of an
actual court date is the New Year.

T

Where was it?

he ornate rainhead in the photo on page 12 with
the date 1906 is on the Sandford Avenue side
of Barclays Bank. The Birmingham District and
Counties Bank had had a branch in Church Stretton for
several years until it leased the site for the building of a
new bank at the corner of Sandford Avenue and Beaumont
Road which opened in 1907. That same year it changed its
name to United Counties Bank after amalgamation with
the Bradford Old Bank. It was then acquired by Barclay
and Co Ltd in 1916. Why not go and see it?
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Home Thoughts from Abroad

T

he following is an extract from a letter sent to the
Road) worked for the Electricity Board in Church Stretton.
Rail Users’ Association.
My grandfather would often talk of Mr. Plant, the one-time
My name is Roy Taylor, now living in Ballarat
station master. From The Row in All Stretton I could look
outside Melbourne in Australia, and I have had a long
across to the railway line and watch the trains running between
association with the Strettons which goes back to 1939.
Shrewsbury and Hereford. Each morning at 8am a short two/
A friend of mine visiting Church Stretton from Cornwall
three carriage train would stop at The Halt in All Stretton. It
recently, knowing my past connection with the Strettons
would have its engine reversed on its way to Shrewsbury.
and my interest in railways, managed to find a copy of
The expresses that sped along the line (mainly GWR),
the booklet The Railway Through the Strettons which she
were stirring for a young 8-9 year old. When I was a bit
forwarded to me.
older I would go to the Recreation Park in Church Stretton.
At the outbreak of war (in August 1939) I was sent
There was a gap in the bushes next to the signal box,
from London to All Stretton to live with my grandparents
where I would stand waiting for the trains to come by. I
Mr. and Mrs William (Bill) Taylor at number 4, The Row,
recall many times, standing on the bridge looking over the
and alternately with my aunt and uncle Percy and Minnie
parapet, waiting for an express train to speed through the
Langford on Essex Road in Church Stretton. We stayed in
station from either direction, and getting covered in the
Stretton until just after the war, returning to London in
smoke emanating from the engine’s chimney.
June 1945.
My mother moved to Stretton about 1944
when the buzz bombs started in London. We
lived along Church Street (opposite the Church),
and she worked first for the Electricity Board in
Sandford Avenue and then at James’ Garage. I
bought my first bicycle from James and learned
to ride it up the Carding Mill Valley. At this point
may I acknowledge John Evans, who has written
a piece for your book. John and his family used to
live along Batch Valley (All Stretton), and we would
travel on the bus to attend the Church Stretton
School together. I last caught up with John during
a visit to the UK in the mid 1990”s. (Mr. Jones, a
very tall, impressive military and daunting man)
was the Headmaster at the time.)
My uncle was Charlie Taylor, the shoemaker,
who lived and worked at Tower Buildings (since
demolished) at Crossways. His father, William,
(who I referred to earlier and was well known in
Rainbow over the Caradoc from All Stretton, Photo: Alison Hartshome
town), worked with him. Percy Langford (Essex
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Broseley Blinds

Special Offers All Year Round on Verticals and Rollers
20% off Romans, Venetians and Wood Venetians
Made to Measure Patio Awnings
For a Fast Friendly Service, Call 07968 647267
Email: broseleyblinds@gmail.com

On The Border The Professional Gardening Service
Autumn: Tidying and pruning, Hedge cutting,
Overgrown gardens rejuvenated
Spring and Summer: Garden maintenance, Planting,
Lawn mowing, Weeding
Fully insured. RHS & City and Guilds Qualified
Contact Ian on 01694 781219 or 07989 038266

Do you want to grow your business?
If so we can help you!
As well as crunching your numbers and
reducing your tax bill, we take a real interest in
your business, providing you with advice and
support to help you grow and add real value.
Interested in finding out more?
Contact Lee Turner to book your FREE no obligation meeting
Tel: 01694 626600, email: lee@titanium-accountants.com
or visit our website at www.titanium-accountants.com
Follow us on twitter @titaniumaccount
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UNIQUE
LANDSCAPES LTD




INSPIRATIONAL GARDEN DESIGN SERVICE
PLANTING DESIGNS
SOFT / HARD LANDSCAPING
Award winning garden design. Inspirational ideas and
a passion for plants. Established 1996.

For a free no-obligation site visit/quotation, please contact
Shaun on: Mobile: 0777 88 44 878 Tel. 01584 831733
Email: shaun@uniquelandscapes.co.uk
www.uniquelandscapes.co.uk

The Plough @ Wall under Heywood
FREEHOUSE

Traditional Ale House with Country Dining
Fabulous Sunday Carvery in the Conservatory
Jazz in the Piano Bar
Great Food, Great Ales, Great Pub!
Dogs Welcome
Tel. 01689 771833

STEVE CHAPMAN
PAINTER & DECORATOR
30 YEARS EXPERIENCE
Phone: 07875 742617
References are available from
Eaton Manor Holiday Cottages (Nichola Madeley)

HOMDEN EXCAVATIONS &
LANDSCAPING
DRIVEWAYS, PAVING, GROUNDWORKS
FULL LANDSCAPING SERVICE
MINI DIGGER & DRIVER FOR HIRE TOP
SOIL & STONE SUPPLIED WHEELBARROW
JOBS NO PROBLEM
Phone Ben on 01743 719491 or 07812 565684
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