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What’s On
If you wish to know the times of regular

1 Monday

CS Local History Research Group
2-4pm CS Library

Flicks in the Sticks Church Stretton
‘Woman in Gold’ Cert 12A
Tickets £4 adults, £2 students
7.30pm CS School

2 Tuesday

Rhyme Time - fun, songs and rhymes
For children under 3 years.
10.30-11am CS Library

Knit & Natter
Fancy a go at knitting? Why not come to our
knit and natter session? Bring needles and
wool if you have them.
5-7pm CS Library

Engaging Issues
Prof John Whitelegg:
‘Leaving Our Cars Behind’
£3 entry to help cover expenses
7.30pm URC

3 Wednesday

Reading Group 2-3pm CS Library
C.A.M.E.O.
Steve Paige ‘Fire!’

2.30pm Parish Centre

CS Methodist Network Group
Rev. Hazel Ratcliffe
2.30pm Methodist Hall

Long Mynd Camera Club
Clive Haynes: ‘Pandora’s Photo-Box of
Creativity, Image and Imagination’
Admission £3 non-members
7.30pm URC Hall
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(founded 1967)

Ragleth Hill, view over Ragdon
towards Wenlock Edge, winter 2015
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in the Strettons in February
meetings of societies and groups, please consult the list of societies and contacts in the yellow pages.

4 Thursday

RSPB South Shrops Local Group

Stretton Traidcraft
Fairtrade goods for sale
10.30am-1pm Mayfair

Local & Family History Session
Let our history volunteers guide you in your
local & history research.
Free internet access to Ancestry at your
library. 1-4pm CS Library

Interdenominational Communion Service
.First Thursday of every month.
Local clergy take turns to conduct the
service. All welcome.
1.45-2.15pm Jubilee Room, Mayfair

Royal Opera House Live

Illustrated talk by Dr Michael Leach: ‘In the
midst of Gorillas’
Enquiries: 01547 540176
7.30pm Culmington VH

10 Wednesday

CS Methodist Network Group
Mike Hallworth:
‘Confessions of a Scientist’
2.30pm Methodist Hall

Shrops Wildlife Trust, Strettons Branch
Rivers Project Manager, Pete Lambert: ‘A
View from the River Bank’
Members £2, non-members £3
7.30pm Methodist Church Hall

Flicks in the Sticks Hope Bowdler

Verdi’s ‘La traviata’
Adults £11, children £5
7pm CS School

‘My House in Umbria’ Cert 12A
Tickets £4
7.30pm Hope Bowdler VH

Stretton Choral Society

11 Thursday

Rehearsals for May concert
All voices welcomed.
Info from Pam Cole: 723604
7.30-9.30pm Every Thurs URC

Stretton Traidcraft
Fairtrade goods for sale
10.30am-1pm Mayfair

5 Friday

Inter Faith (SSIF)

Writing Poetry Workshop

Round Table: ‘Religion, Race, Culture?’
12-1.30pm BYO lunch, drinks provided
Pilgrim Centre, Dale St, Craven Arms

7-9pm CS Library

8 Monday

Stretton & Shropshire Cancer Care
Roger Wilson:
‘Research into cancer – an update’
2.30pm Mayfair

Eaton-u-Heywood & Hope Bowdler WI
Hilary and Ian Templeton:
‘Pictures in Harmony’
7.30pm Hope Bowdler VH

Local & Family History Session
Let our history volunteers guide you in your
local & history research.
Free internet access to Ancestry at your
library. 1-4pm CS Library

Church Stretton Marmaladies WI
‘West Midlands Search & Rescue’
Visitors and new members welcome.
7.30pm CS & District Club

9 Tuesday

Rhyme Time - fun, songs and rhymes
For children under 3 years.
10.30-11am CS Library

‘Suite Français’
Tickets £4
7.30pm. AllStretton VH

13 Saturday

Methodist Church
Church open for quiet reflection and prayer
with coffee and chat in the hall.
All welcome. 10am-12 noon

Sit and Knit
Fancy a go at knitting? Why not come to our
knit and natter session? Bring needles and
wool if you have them.
10-12.30 CS Library

16 Tuesday

Rhyme Time - fun, songs and rhymes
For children under 3 years.
10.30-11am CS Library

Time to Listen
Booktime for adults. This month’s theme:’
Family’. Relax and enjoy readings and poems
spoken aloud. 11am-12noon. CS Library

Knit & Natter
Fancy a go at knitting? Why not come to our
knit and natter session? Bring needles and
wool if you have them.
5-7pm CS Library

Flicks in the Sticks Acton Scott
‘The Walk’ Cert PG
Enquiries 01694 781260
7.30pm Acton Scott VH

All Stretton WI
Carol Dowding: ‘Whirly Bird’
7.30pm All Stretton VH

12 Friday

U3A Creative Writing Group
9.45-11.45am CS Library

Knit & Natter

Flicks in the Sticks All Stretton

Continued on page 4

Writing Poetry Workshop

Fancy a go at knitting? Why not come to our
knit and natter session? Bring needles and
wool if you have them.
5-7pm CS Library

7-9pm CS Library

If you submit articles to Focus by e-mail, you should always get an acknowledgment.
If you don’t get a response within 24 hours, please phone an editor!
Stretton Focus
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17 Wednesday

CS Methodist Network Group
Terry Davies: ‘Long Mynd Hike’
2.30pm Methodist Hall

Long Mynd Camera Club
Dave Johnston: ‘Dave who...’
Admission £3 non-members
7.30pm URC Hall

18 Thursday – 20 Saturday
Red Riding Hood – panto

Tickets: £5 adults, £2.50 children, from
Burway Books and John Thomas
7.30pm Thursday and Friday
2pm matinee and 7.30pm Saturday
All Stretton VH

18 Thursday

CS Area Local History Group
Come and share your stories and photos of
life in Britain, 1914-1920
10am-2pm CS Library

Stretton Traidcraft
Fairtrade goods for sale
10.30am-1pm Mayfair

Local & Family History Session
Let our history volunteers guide you in your
local & history research.
Free internet access to Ancestry at your
library. 1-4pm CS Library

Mayfair Winter Talks
Joan Liebrecht: ‘China and Mongolia’
7pm for 7.30 start
£4, inc coffee. Mayfair

19 Friday

Friday Night at the Horne
Box of Tricks stage the play
‘Chip Shop Chips’ by Becky Prestwich
Tickets £15, inc fish and chip supper, from
Burway Books, John Thomas
Doors open at 6.30 for 7pm show, SHI

Writing Poetry Workshop
7-9pm CS Library

20 Saturday

RSPB South Shrops Local Group
Wildlife Walk at Catherton Common
Leader Marian Wootten 01746 718151
10am Park on roadside (SO 641 782)

Intro to Geology of Wenlock Edge
10am-2pm £10 per person
Call 01694 725000 or email
wenlockedge@nationaltrust.org.uk
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What’s On continued
22 Monday

CS Support Group - Parkinson’s UK
Jill Wallbankk ‘Easy Exercise’
2.30pm Jubilee Room, Mayfair

Shrops Ornithological Soc CS Branch
Illustrated talk by John Arnfield:
‘Birds in Shropshire Gardens’
Members free, £2 for non-members.
7.30pm Methodist Hall

23 Tuesday

Rhyme Time - fun, songs and rhymes
For children under 3 years.
10.30-11am CS Library

Local & Family History Session
Let our history volunteers guide you in your
local & history research.
Free internet access to Ancestry at your
library. 1-4pm CS Library

National Theatre Live
Shakespeare’s ‘As You Like It’
Tickets adults £11, children £5
Pre-show two course meal, £13.
Booking is essential 722209
7.00pm CS School

26 Friday

U3A Creative Writing Group
9.45-11.45am CS Library

Knit & Natter
Fancy a go at knitting? Why not come to our
knit and natter session? Bring needles and
wool if you have them. 5-7pm CS Library

CS & District Gardening Club

Writing Poetry Workshop
7-9pm CS Library

Stretton Climate Care
Mike Collison on the latest technology
behind sustainable heating systems.
Members free, visitors £3
7.30pm Methodist Church

Tamsin Westhorpe:
‘Life on a Garden Magazine’
7.30pm SHI

27 Saturday

Pazapa Church Stretton AGM

Sit and Knit

7.30-9pm Parish Centre

Fancy a go at knitting? Why not come to our
knit and natter session? Bring needles and
wool if you have them.
10-12.30 CS Library

24 Wednesday
U3A

Tony Crowe: ‘Carl Faberge –
Court Jeweller to the Czars’
2pm URC Hall

What’s On in early March:

CS Methodist Network Group
Women’s World Day of Prayer Preparation
with Ann Cooke
2.30pm Methodist Hall

Church Stretton Tree Group

4 Friday

Women’s World Day of Prayer
Not just for women, all welcome
10.30am St Laurence’s

Ceilidh at the SHI

Illustrated talk by Phil Tidey:
‘Trees and Woodland’
All welcome.
Members £1, non-members £3
7.30pm Methodist Church Hall

The Compost Band - back by
popular demand.
Info from Liz Knowles: 720175

5 Saturday

RNLI Annual Fish & Chip Supper

SACWG
Strettons Area Community Wildlife Group
Annual Public Meeting
7.30pm CS School

Tickets £10 from John Thomas or from
722138 or 724371
7.15 for 7.30pm SHI

25 Thursday

P.A.C.T Surgery
10am-12noon, Police Station

Stretton Traidcraft
Fairtrade goods for sale
10.30am-1pm Mayfair
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Birdlife in your Garden

lackcaps are common summer visitors to Shropshire,
favouring the dense cover of mature deciduous
woodland with a well-developed shrub layer,
although they will nest in large gardens with similar habitat.

to southern Iberia and north Africa in late August and
are replaced by birds that bred in Germany and Austria,
significant numbers of which now head north-west to
arrive in the UK, rather than south-west to their traditional
wintering grounds. This trend, which appeared the 1950s,
has become more commonplace since and is a splendid
illustration of evolutionary change in operation.
The evidence suggests that the tendency for a northwesterly migration is genetically ‘hard-wired’ into those
birds that visit us in winter: that is, the migration route is
innate, not a result of a preference or decision strategy by
the birds concerned. Presumably, there were birds with this
migratory predisposition prior to the 1950s but those that
possessed it did not thrive in their wintering grounds, many
perished and the genetic tendency to adopt this route had
little opportunity to spread through German and Austrian
Blackcap populations.
So what happened to change the situation? Firstly,
winters in Britain have been becoming progressively warmer
since the middle of the twentieth century, leading to
reduced winter mortality and more abundant natural food
sources. Secondly, over the same period, supplementary
Blackcaps (male, right) that winter in the UK have adapted to a
variety of supplementary foods to sustain themselves when insects are in feeding in gardens has become more popular and a greater
range of foods has become available at garden feeding
short supply. (Photo: Tommy Holden, BTO Library)
stations. Blackcaps have adapted well to these sources and
They have mainly olive-grey upperparts and pale grey
are now observed consuming fat, fruit, sunflower seeds
underparts, with a lighter throat, but their main feature is a and scraps. These changes enhance the survival chances of
distinct ‘cap’, black in the male and rufous in the female.
Blackcaps overwintering here, permitting them to maintain
or even increase their body weight. Furthermore, as the
spring migration back to Germany and Austria is shorter
than that from the Mediterranean, UK-wintering birds
arrive back on their breeding grounds earlier, take mates
that share their migration route genes and occupy the best
breeding territories. These advantages have permitted their
genetic makeup to spread in the German and Austrian
populations of Blackcaps, which in turn has led to more and
more of their kind spending winter in our gardens.
The BTO research showed that both winter climate and
food provision are associated with Blackcap overwintering.
They are more likely to visit gardens in the south and
west of the UK, where winter climate is more moderate,
and are less likely to visit feeders in years when winter
weather is milder, when food is more widely available in the
countryside. Interestingly, evidence also suggests that the
Blackcaps that take the north-west migration route from
their breeding grounds in Europe are becoming physically
Despite the name, female Blackcaps sport a rufous crown.
different from those taking the traditional route, showing
(Photo: Amy Lewis, BTO Library)
longer and narrower beaks suggesting a more generalist diet.
Blackcaps are members of a group of birds called ‘Old
This is the first time that garden bird feeding has been
World Warblers’, which feed largely on insects and other
shown to affect the large scale-distribution of a bird species.
invertebrates, and, in the higher latitudes of their ranges,
The data used to support the work has come, in part, from
are migratory. Blackcaps have been in the ornithological
the data collected in Garden BirdWatch (GBW), a ‘citizen
spotlight lately for what they have revealed about migration science’ project in which members of the general public
and evolution (and the interaction between them) and the
monitor the bird populations of their own gardens on a
role of garden bird-feeding in driving this interaction.
weekly basis. GBW needs more participants. If you would
This species shows a marked winter peak in its use of
like to take part, please contact me.
gardens but research by the British Trust for Ornithology
John Arnfield
(BTO) has shown that the individuals present in winter are
(The author is BTO Ambassador for the Garden BirdWatch
largely not the ones that nested here during the previous
scheme in southern Shropshire. Please contact John on (01694)
breeding season. Our breeding Blackcaps mostly migrate
724 170 or at arnfield.2@osu.edu)
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R
Acton Scott
Acton Scott Village Hall, Tuesday 16th February, 7.30pm –
The Walk (PG). Tickets £4 adults, £2 students.

yan Reynolds and Helen Mirren star in this drama
based on the real-life story of Maria Altmann and her
legal campaign against the Austrian government.
Helen Mirren plays Altmann, who, since fleeing Europe
during the Second World War, now lives in Los Angeles.
When the death of her sister leads to Altmann finding
out that a portrait of her aunt painted by Gustav Klimt
was stolen by the Nazis from her family home during the
war and now hangs in the Belvedere Palace in Vienna, she
enlists the help of young lawyer Randy Schoenberg (Ryan
Reynolds) and embarks on a legal campaign to reclaim her
family’s losses.
As usual the showing will be in the Main Hall of
Church Stretton School at 7.30 pm. Doors open at 7
pm. Refreshments are available before and during the
showings. The seats are comfortable and tiered. Ample car
parking is available outside.
Hope Bowdler
Hope Bowdler Village Hall, Wednesday 10th February,
7.30pm – My House in Umbria (12A). Tickets £4.

T

he true story of Phillipe Petit who in 1974 walked
a tightrope between the Twin Towers of the World
Trade Centre in New York City.
There are some breathtaking shots of New York from
above and the film tells a little of the life of Petit before ‘The
Walk’ and how this amazing feat was organised and set up.
Ample Car Parking at the Hall. Refreshments. Enquiries
01694 781260.

F

ollowing a bomb blast to a train, four survivors are
taken back to the villa belonging to an imperious
English romantic novelist (Maggie Smith). The
others are an elderly English General, a mysterious young
German man and a young girl who has been orphaned in
the blast. The story of the gradual coming together of this

Church Stretton
Church Stretton School, Monday 1st February, 7.30pm –
Woman in Gold (12A; 109 minutes). Tickets £4 adults, £2
students.

disparate group in their attempt to save the girl from her
cold and calculating uncle works well. Ronnie Barker and
Timothy Spall also star in this film.
Refreshments as usual during the interval.
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Live Theatre Relays
Royal Opera House Live
La traviata, music by Giuseppe Verdi, libretto by
Francesco Maria Piave. Church Stretton School,
Thursday 4th February, 7pm.
a traviata tells the story of how the beautiful but
fragile courtesan Violetta is coerced into sacrificing
her one hope of personal happiness for the sake
of her lover’s reputation. A tragic and resonant tale
of society and morality, Verdi’s masterpiece combines
compelling characters with hugely powerful, moving and
instantly recognisable melodies, making it one of the most
emotionally engaging and popular operas of all time.
Richard Eyre’s production cuts to the heart of the opera’s
themes of passionate love and tragic death with modern,
uncluttered staging.
Adults £11; children £5. Refreshments. Ample parking.
Enquiries to the school: 01694 722209

L

National Theatre Live
As You Like It by William Shakespeare
Church Stretton School, Thursday 25th February, 7pm

S

hakespeare’s glorious comedy of love and change
comes to the National Theatre for the first time in
over 30 years, with Rosalie Craig (London Road,
Macbeth at MIF) as Rosalind. With her father, the Duke,
banished and in exile, Rosalind and her cousin Celia leave
their lives in the court behind them and journey into the
Forest of Arden. There, released from convention, Rosalind
experiences the liberating rush of transformation. Disguising
herself as a boy, she embraces a different way of living and
falls spectacularly in love.
Tickets £11, £5. Ample parking. Enquiries to the
school: 01694 722209
NB: Before this showing the school’s award-winning chef
will once again produce fabulous two-course meals with
wine, coffee and chocolates for just £13 each. Feedback
has been really positive, so it is essential to book a table
in advance. Tel: 01694 722209

Stretton Focus
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SHI Events:
Friday Night at the Horne

A

t the request of Arts Alive director Sian Kelly and
Cardington Village Hall Committee Chairman
Andrew Pinder, we are pleased to jointly promote
a new play being staged by Box of Tricks, a theatre
company based in Manchester that has family links to
Cardington:
…Now for something completely different!

CHIP SHOP
CHIPS by Becky
Prestwich
Silvester Horne
Institute, Church
Stretton
Friday 19th
February 2016 at
7.00pm
“She’s not going
anywhere yet.
Even if it’s just for
tonight - he won’t
unwish it. They
can have now. And
then years after
they’ll still get a shiver from the memories.”
It’s the grand reopening of Booth’s Fish and Chip
Shop. Eric has returned home, over 40 years after he left,
and it’s time for a fresh start. But old flame Christine has
other ideas. Transported back to a time of chippy teas
and Northern Soul, there’s unfinished business for these
old lovers. Watching teenage love stumble as hapless Lee
makes a pass at the beautiful Jasmine, is it all just history
repeating?
Focusing on love at different ages and celebrating the
nation’s favourite food, Chip Shop Chips is an immersive
love story set in a chippy performing in unusual spaces
across the North. So put on your dancing shoes, tuck
into a fish supper and brace yourself for a unique
theatrical experience. This is theatre, but not as you
know it: dinner, dance and show all rolled into one!
Please note doors open at 6.30pm, show starts at
7.00pm and Fish and Chip Supper is served at 8.00pm!
Bar available.
Tickets £15 each, to include the fish and chip supper,
available from Burway Books, John Thomas Florist, or
CS Council Office. Alternatively, book online at
www.artsalive.co.uk
Please note due to catering for the show there will be
no on-the-door sales and we’ll have to close ‘phone/
online ticket sales on Wednesday 17th February at 5pm.
Also, if you require a vegetarian option please let us
know the number required when purchasing your
tickets.
For more information, please telephone 01694
720132.
Mike Walker
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Trees and Woodland Current Issues

A Quaker Voice

30 ‘Squares’= 1 Blanket?
hen my 91 year old mother-inince the abortive attempt by the government to sell off
law told me some months ago
Forestry Commission forests our woodlands have risen up
that she was knitting ‘squares’, I
in the public consciousness as never before. This has been
remember making a vague commitment to sewing
very welcome, but there have been signs that not all of this interest
them up into a (small) blanket for her. A prehas reflected knowledge of the important role that woodlands
Christmas visit seemed a good time. I emptied the
have played in our society, economy and environment over the
knitting bag onto the floor. Thirty or so ‘squares’ in a
last two thousand years. In the next talk hosted by the Church
variety of jewel like shades greeted us. I sorted them
Stretton Tree Group Phil Tidey of the Small Woods Association
into piles of the same colour. There were not really
will explain how we got to where we are now, and the challenges
enough to form a pattern. I sorted them into size.
to our trees and woodland, and the issues that we have to confront
Some were noticeably ‘squarer’ than others. I tried to
over the next decades. Pests and diseases, climate change, pressure
meld colour and shape together. It was challenging.
from development, reduced government funding and changing
I moved the ‘squares’ around the floor occasionally
ownership patterns will all potentially impact on the nature and
taking a photo of the layout. Every now and then
health of our trees and woodland.
my mother in law would make a helpful suggestion:
Phil Tidey, the Membership Services Manager, will present
“Maybe the pink on the fourth row would look
his illustrated talk on Wednesday 24th February at the Methodist
better in place of the purple on the third?” I pinned
Church Hall at 7.30pm and all are welcome. The Small Woods
and began to sew.
Association, based in Coalbrookdale, is a national organisation for
The colours were less of a problem than the
woodland owners, workers and supporters. They provide advice
sizes. Squares needed to be ‘eased’ together not
and training, and promote the connection between woodlands and just in relation to the adjacent ‘square’ but also to
people. They are involved in social forestry and forest education as
the ones above and below it. I was totally unsure
well as promoting biodiversity and good management.
whether anything worthwhile/recognisable would
Church Stretton is surrounded by small areas of woodland but
materialise.
how sustainable are they and should we be doing more to ensure
The end result was bright and cheerful, but
their survival? Come along to find out more.
lacking definition. A border crocheted around the
Hilary Hymas, Church Stretton Tree Group edge made a big difference and ‘drew’ it all together.
We were both pleased, and mother-in-law was
amazed that what she had knitted individually and
randomly could form such a delightful ‘whole’.
I got to thinking about words I’d read recently in
the Quaker Book of Faith and Practice in a chapter
about worship and prayer and how they seemed to
link to our blanket making activity. They highlighted
to me, how much more we are than ‘the sum of our
parts’, placing value on what may grow out of our
togetherness rather than squeezing us into a decided
pattern. To me the ‘border’ felt like a circle of
Friends worshipping together.
See what you think:
‘A ‘gathered’ Quaker Meeting is something
more than a number of individuals sitting down
together but meditating individually. The goal of
a truly ‘gathered ‘ meeting is to become fused into
something bigger than the sum of the parts...
As a meeting ‘gathers’ and each individual
centres down, there gradually develops a feeling
of belonging to a group who are together seeking
a sense of the Presence. The ‘I’ in us begins to feel
like ‘we’ ...and at some point we (may) suddenly feel
o any readers have recollections of tree felling that took
a sense of unity, a sense of togetherness with one
place in Rectory Wood around the time of the Second
another and with that something...that we call God.’
World War as part of the war effort?
(Written in 1980 by Thomas Bodine an American
Rectory Wood and Field Interest Group are conducting an
Quaker activist and pacifist who helped Japanese
historical survey of the woodland and any information that can
American Students settle back into study after
help inform this study would be very valuable.
WW2, advocating a ‘cultural pluralism’ that was far
Please can you get in touch with Ian Dormor at 79 High Street away from the prevailing mood after the Japanese
(01694 723456) or email i.dormor@daelnet.co.uk if you feel you
attack on Pearl Harbour.)
can help.
Sandy Fairhurst

S
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Wartime Tree Felling
in Rectory Wood
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Journalism Award
An Author’s Quandary by Alistair Forrest

I

n 1915 my grandmother booked passage to Persia to marry
her Prince Charming, an engineer extracting oil in what is
now Iran.
What had tempted a vicar’s daughter in her early twenties to
dodge German U-boats, travel alone via Suez and Bombay and,
on arrival, discover that her intended was away on business? A
house and a golf course of her own, built in the arid land around
Mohammerah, a town later to be ravaged by Iraq as part of
Saddam Hussein’s scorched earth policy during the Iran-Iraq war
of the 1980s.

Elsie Fox is surrounded by a protective crew during passage to Persia
in 1915. The captain was later murdered by Arabs.
Elsie Fox was a plucky adventurer and a dashed good golfer
and tennis player in the days before women were enfranchised to
vote, let alone excel at sport. She took the perilous journey in her
stride, wrote letters home from the ports she visited, and married
George Woodward Turner in Mohammerah that very year.
Then tragedy struck. In her letters of 1916, which I have
kept with me on my own travels (I too have the nomadic bug),

she recounts how her firstborn, “Darling Dickie”, contracted a
tropical disease and died in the year that he was born despite the
close attentions of the one doctor who lived in the embryonic oil
town. Her letters are heart-rending, and so they must have been
also, and more so, to my great grandparents back home.
Putting this behind them with a strength of spirit that came
naturally to British pioneers of the day, my grandparents soon had
another child, Robert Woodward Turner, who was to become one
of the few Wellington bomber pilots to return alive from sorties
“night after night, day after day” in WWII. He was also the pilot
of an RAF Canberra ordered to fly through the mushroom cloud
of the Christmas Island H-bomb test; he was given an eye patch
so that should he be blinded by the flash, he would at least have
one eye left. He lived to a ripe old age with perfectly good sight
and an astonishing sense of humour.
After him came my mother, Zara (“Sally” to everyone), a
Princess Christian Nurse who met my father, a Royal Navy officer,
when he came ashore for a spot of leave in Valetta, Malta. Then
Elizabeth (nick-named Chotie), who married an RAF fighter pilot
and became a brain specialist and mayor of Lincoln.
The global vision inherited from my grandparents remains
to this day. My two brothers and my sister were born in Trinidad,
Lebanon and Qatar respectively, while I took my bow in
Manchester, just to be different. At the age of two I crewed with
my elder brother on my father’s yacht Kukri (named after a curved
Gurkha knife) sailing from Dover, along the canals of France
and through the Mediterranean to our home in Banias in Syria
(another town now ravaged by war).
Speaking of war, I was brought up in the Middle East when,
by and large, conflict at the time was limited in comparison
to today’s horrors. My school, Wrekin College, just the other
side of The Wrekin from Church Stretton, was a far cry from
the simmering tensions that would lead to revolution, war and
terrorism. While the West has fuelled these tensions, what is
abundantly clear to me is that not a lot has changed in 3000
years in a region that chooses to live by the sword. Truth be told,
this predilection for violence predates all of the great religions
including Islam and probably Judaism, and finds its roots in the
ancient empires of Assyria, Babylon and Persia. It runs throughout
the eras of Roman, Crusader, Ottoman and Western meddling.
Jokingly, I might add that all of the places where I lived my early
life have since been consumed by war (except Wrekin, where
gentlemen duked it out on the rugger fields). Was it something I
said?
Therein lies my quandary.
As an author of historical fiction, the ancient struggles
between the empires of the ancient near east truly excite me. I am
midway through writing a tale that emerges from the discoveries
of the great 19th Century explorers and archaeologists, and I have
written about the cultural conflicts caused by Roman dominance
elsewhere in the Mediterranean.
But, let’s face it, my grandmother’s adventure during the
Great War is a story that ought to be told. It has derring-do,
romance, sadness and joy – and it’s true. Anyone have Julian
Fellowes’ address?

Alistair Forrest’s career in journalism spans editing photographic,
travel and health magazines, running a PR company, and writing
historical fiction during a sojourn in southern Spain. He and his wife,
Lynda Adlington, lived at Jinlye Guest House at All Stretton before
moving to a farmhouse near Ratlinghope in 2015. He has written for
George Woodward Turner, who incidentally was born in South Shropshire, Stretton Focus about Church Stretton Cricket Club, of which he is a
is pictured overseeing the building of the newlyweds’ house at Mohammerah. member. 			
www.alistairforrest.com
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New Editor Wanted

S

tretton Focus is looking for a new copy editor to
enhance our team of enthusiastic volunteers.

The job entails accepting submissions, deciding
on their suitability, editing them and processing
them ready for our production team to take forward
to publication. There are no set hours during
any one week, but there are two meetings in the
first week of each month with particular editorial
purposes. Most work is done from home. Keen
journalists on our team have a chance to explore
their own reporting and writing opportunities.
Our editors need a high level of literacy, a
cheerful sense of humour and a computer running
Microsoft Word and Excel, along with a working
understanding of email and word processing.
If you are interested in joining us, or would like
further information, please contact the editors at
editor@strettonfocus.org.uk

Know Your Local History
Where is it?

Answer on page 33

12
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Methodist Voice

hen this piece appears in Focus we will
be approaching the season of Lent, when
Christians turn their thoughts to Jesus’
teaching of the ‘Kingdom of God’, as he made his way
towards Jerusalem, controversy, torture and a Roman
execution. But what is this Kingdom of God we
invoke as we pray (in a phrase we all know,
Christian or not) “Your kingdom come”?
It seems to me that we can think of
this in three dimensions - starting at either
end! Community relationships; character
development; God-centred.
Firstly (or thirdly) we can see how the teaching
of Jesus applies to how we get on as a community,
whether family, local, national or international. Jesus
reprimanded religious leaders for neglecting the really
important matters of justice, mercy and honesty. He
teaches us to love our neighbours (and that’s everyone
on this planet) and gives plenty of guidance in such
matters as anger management, marriage guidance,
working for the good of those who would do us harm.
We are to care for those in need. I’m not suggesting
that this is an exclusively Christian teaching - far from
it - but it is explicitly a teaching that followers of Jesus
have to take on board.
Secondly, we are to cultivate, and keep on
cultivating, what Paul calls the fruits of the Spirit,
rooted and grounded in love. Love, we are told, is
patient and kind, not ill-mannered or conceited or
proud, does not keep a record of wrongs, but is happy
with the truth. The fruits include peace, patience,
faithfulness, self-control, gentleness. Again, these are
not exclusively Christian character traits, and this
Christian is only too well aware that he falls well short
of that standard - as he is sometimes reminded of.
Thirdly (or firstly), the Kingdom of God is about
building up my relationship with God, through Jesus
Christ. When Jesus preaches about ‘repentance’, it’s
much more than saying ‘sorry’ every time we tread on
someone’s toes, (or when I leave the bathroom untidy
- again!). I think of it as a process, not a one-off. In
this, we follow the example of Jesus, who in building
his relationship with his Father, immersed himself in
scripture, and who in prayer and meditation was able
to pray, in Gethsemane, ‘not my will but yours be
done’.
‘Your kingdom come’. ‘Not my will, but yours, be
done’: in my relationship with my God, in the way
I try to cultivate those fruits of the spirit, in the way
in which I think about and act in the community
in which I live. And to live with the knowledge that
often, too often, I fail to live up to those principles.
David Jandrell
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Church Stretton Town Council Community Matters
Replacement of Sports Pavilion on Russell’s Meadow
he Council’s Amenities, Finance and General
Purposes Committee agreed at its meeting in
September 2015 to commit all receipts from
Community Infrastructure Levy received for the 2015-6
financial year to replacing the existing pavilion on Russell’s
Meadow. With monies raised previously through a ‘Buy
a Brick’ Scheme this has provided a fund of some £120k
towards the replacement costs.
The Council has been working with local sports clubs
to identify a suitable and affordable means of replacement
for the pavilion, which is now well over 45 years old and
beyond reasonable refurbishment or repair. Additional funds
will need to be raised to match those already earmarked,
and the sports clubs will be working closely with the
Town Council to put together a range of funding bids and
fundraising initiatives over the coming months.

T

The old pavilion – clearly past its best!
Sandford Avenue Junction – Meeting with Highways England
Cllr Lee Chapman and Cllr David Evans, our unitary
councillors, recently organised a site meeting with
Highways England to discuss concerns expressed by a
number of local residents and visitors to the town about the
junction of the A49 with Sandford Avenue.
The A49 trunk road is the responsibility of Highways
England, so a meeting with them and Cllrs Mike Walker
and Bob Welch, representing the Town Council, was
arranged just before Christmas.
The main issue concerns the layout and sequencing of
the traffic lights in relation to the right turn green arrows.
Currently A49 northbound traffic sees a green right traffic
light arrow to go eastbound up Sandford Avenue towards
Hope Bowdler at the same time as A49 southbound traffic
sees a green right traffic light arrow to go westbound along
Sandford Avenue into Church Stretton town centre.
The safety concern arises as some drivers seeing a green
light arrow may expect all oncoming traffic to be held at
red. This is not the case and there is an expectation that
all turning traffic passes nearside-to-nearside (or passenger
side to passenger side), called a “non-hooking manoeuvre”.
This expectation or assumption about road users’ behaviour
is not born out in practice as some drivers choose to pass
offside-to-offside, (or hooking manoeuvre) which takes
them into the path of the oncoming turning traffic.

A number of options were discussed to
improve safety at the junction including
1. Change the sequencing at the lights
so that the two right-turn green
arrow traffic lights never show
together. This could lengthen delays at the lights as
more time is needed for the two lines of traffic to
go separately, but will depend on the details of any
change in sequencing.
2. Add directional arrows and lane markings at the
junction to indicate that northbound-to-eastbound
and southbound-to-westbound traffic flows are
required to pass each other nearside-to-nearside
(non-hooking manoeuvre). This could coincide
with white-lining work at the traffic lights needed
in the area sometime soon.
The meeting was concluded with a commitment from
Highways England to consider the options. By using traffic
movement data which they have gathered, they can model
the traffic flows and assess the impact of changing the
phasing of the lights on traffic throughput. In addition the
feasibility of additional road markings at the junction will
also be considered. We will follow up with a further meeting
once this work has been done.
Horse versus Bike
One of our councillors has asked us to look at the issue
of cyclists and their etiquette when they come across horse
riders and dog walkers on bridleways and the highway. She
is aware of a number of near misses/not so near misses with
groups of cyclists in particular.
We welcome cyclists as an important part of our
tourist economy, but we also want to make sure that our
countryside is safe and enjoyable for everybody to use.
We will therefore be working with local cycle clubs/
shops and businesses to improve awareness of the legislation
in respect of bridleways and the highway, and using the
British Horse Society Code of Conduct for horse riders and
cyclists to help inform the advice given to visiting cyclists
and cycle events.
Notification of Road Closures
• Ludlow Road, Church Stretton, SY6 6AB. From
11/4/2016 to 01/05/2016 (9.30am to 4.00pm).
For footway resurfacing and kerbing. Ringway
Infrastructure Services Ltd.
• Farm Lane, from Shrewsbury Rd Junction to
Starr Lane junction (access to properties will
be maintained). Severn Trent and Amey will be
carrying out works over a three-week period to
renew the water main.
• Crown Lane, Little Stretton. From Ludlow Road
to the property known as Poplars. Road Closure
for three days (24 hours) from 9th March 2016 for
Severn Trent to renew pipework.
Planning Issues
Full details of decisions and current planning
applications can be viewed in the Council Office window at
continued on next page
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Letters

Community Matters - continued
60 High Street and on the Town Council website
(www.churchstretton.co.uk) or at www.shropshire.gov.uk.
The Shropshire Council website includes all documents
submitted with a planning application, including previous
related applications. There is now a free-to-use touch screen
with a direct link to the Planning Portal at Shropshire
Council within the Town Council offices for your
convenience.
Looking Ahead…
We are looking forward to an exciting year of new
and expanded festival events and celebrations in the town
in 2016, with a new Music Fest promised for 7th May,
an expanded Blues and Roots Festival on 2nd/3rd July,
Church Stretton Walking Festival from 23rd -26th June,
a celebration of Capability Brown’s 300th anniversary, the
50th birthday of the highly successful Church Stretton
Arts Festival in July/August, and the Queen’s official 90th
Birthday celebrations in June to name but a few!
Marian Giles, Town Clerk
Cllr Mike Walker, Mayor, Church Stretton

I

Audit of ‘A’ Boards

n the December Focus the Town Council said they
would be doing an audit of ‘A’ Boards and other
street clutter. Here’s one for their database.

European Union (EU) Referendum
wonder if other people in the Strettons
are as concerned as I am becoming
about the frivolity with which the EU
Referendum is being treated. I believe we
need informed discussions on several serious
issues, rather than factually unsupported,
impassioned statements from either side about the need
to stay in, or leave, the EU. There are many unanswered
questions about the consequences either way, and whatever
the result, there are going to be serious challenges for this
nation. I believe we should be preparing to understand
what those challenges are and how they can realistically be
addressed, before we vote on them. It seems both sad and
peculiar that we should be kept in the dark about such
important issues.
Is there a desire amongst local people for a series of
constructive forums aimed at gleaning information from
those who know, followed by objectively chaired discussion,
to argue through these challenges – or have we all had
enough of the so-called ‘In/Out Referendum’ already?
Andrew Chapman

I

Leasowes Development
re you aware that the developer of the so-called
Leasowes Development (CSTRO19) has written
to several properties backing onto this land, Alison
Road?
He asks for options to a right to lay a drain (for the
whole development?) through one of the properties that are
adjoining the land and couple up to the existing services in
Alison Road. His other option is to build a pumping station
to connect to the services in Sandford Avenue.
Could this be a legal minefield as I am under the
impression that drains on private land are the responsibility
of the property owner financially?
Are the Town Council and Severn Trent Water aware
of this proposal? Has any survey been conducted as to the
pressure this could place on the present system?
It seems that New House Farm is off the map at present
but the present developer has been trying for planning
consent for Leasowes for about 30 years!
Valerie Campbell

A

Trivia Corner No 147
by Ken Willis
1. King’s Lynn is in which English county?
2. Where is the Isle of Sheppey?
3. Where did Prince William and Kate
Middleton get married?
4. What is mainland Britain’s most easterly
town?
5. Which island is between England & Ireland?

16

February 2016

Stretton Focus

Thank You
more self sufficient and innovative in caring both for
themselves and the vulnerable and disadvantaged within
them as NHS and Local Authority Services come under
further pressure as funding decreases and our population
both ages and increases. To this end we all need to get
behind the new centre and in true Church Stretton style
work together to contribute to and get the most from this
unique opportunity.
A Thank-You from Berry’s
Meg Bacon,Founder, Mayfair Community Centre
Berry’s would like to thank all those who bought mulled
wine before and during the Christmas Eve carols in The
A Thank-You from Cancer Research UK
Square – we raised £500 for refugees from Syria who are
A huge thank you to all who gave so generously to our
sheltering in neighbouring countries. Might I also take this
to Christmas collections. The first was at Tesco in Ludlow
opportunity of thanking generations of our Saturday girls
where we raised £426 and the second at the Church
and boys who each year give their time and labour free of
Stretton Co-op, where we exceeded all previous totals and
charge to make our Christmas Eve charity fund-raising
made £390.
possible.
Many thanks to all who donated.
Thank you to customers and staff!
Our next big fundraiser will be an evening Beetle Drive,
John Gott
with tea and cakes on Saturday, April 23rd at the Parish
Centre in Church Stretton. Watch out for details.
A Thank-You from Audrey Seager
Susan Toghill, Chairman, Church Stretton Local Fund Raising
I would like to thank all my friends from Church
Committee for Cancer Research UK.
Stretton and thereabouts, for continuing to travel to Ludlow
to visit me. It is so nice to have a chat-not to mention catch
up on the gossip! Especial thanks to the Merrymakers at
Mayfair for helping finish off items of handicrafts that I
have got stuck with and also not forgetting the help with
many odd jobs, from various visitors, like attending to my
plants etc. Thank you all, please keep popping in-your visits
are very much appreciated.
I send all Strettonians my very best wishes
Audrey Seager, Churchill House Nursing Home, Ludlow
Judy says ‘Thank You’
All Stretton artist Judy Osborne would like to thank
everyone who supported her exhibition at Barbara’s Framing
Gallery in Church Stretton in December. Sales enabled a
donation of £30 to be made to the Hope House Children’s
Hospice.

A Thank-You from Meg Bacon
May I please use this page to express sincere
appreciation to Nicola McPherson, CEO of Mayfair, for
her tireless efforts (supported by the Mayfair Trustees and
others) to realise the Health and Well -being Centre in the
old clinic building next to the Medical Practice. If it were
not for Nicola’s determination and tenacity over the past
four years of gruelling and detailed negotiation we would
not be looking forward to this new facility later in the year.
Communities are going to have to become more and

Collectors in the Co-op from left to right: Helena Crump,
Louisa Crump, Sue Toghill, and Marilyn Evans.

Celebrating Capability Brown

T

his year sees a nationwide celebration to mark the birth in 1716 of Lancelot (Capability) Brown,
England’s renowned landscape designer, whose work embraces many fine landscapes attached to stately
homes large and small throughout the country. Local examples include Weston Park in Staffordshire
and Berrington Hall in Herefordshire. The national celebration (CB300) will take the form of a series of special events,
details of which can be found on the dedicated CB300 website: www.capabilitybrown.org.
The layout of the landscape of Rectory Wood and Field in Church Stretton is thought to have been influenced by
Lancelot Brown whilst visiting the incumbent, the Rev. Dr. Mainwaring in 1775. Whilst Brown’s ideas may have guided
Mainwaring’s design for his landscaping work there is no immutable evidence that the actual landscape design was the work
of Brown himself. Having said that, some of the ideas that Brown applied to his landscapes are replicated here, notably
in the layout of walking routes through the woods and panoramic viewpoints out to the wider countryside, together with
built features such as the grotto, the yew-ringed pool and the summerhouse revealed by Hugh Hannaford’s archaeological
excavation in 2009.
Shropshire Parks and Gardens Trust is keen that Church Stretton takes part in the CB300 celebrations given that
Rectory Wood is now the only Brownian (albeit inspired) landscape in Shropshire – the only entirely Brownian landscape
in the county was at Tong Castle, whose parkland is now sadly lost beneath the carriageways of the M54. With this in mind
members of the Rectory Wood and Field Interest Group are engaged in an historical survey of the Wood and Field. The
results of this research will form the substance of forthcoming articles in Stretton Focus to provide an introduction to a
series of walks and talks planned for the summer months as the town’s contribution to CB300.
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Mayfair News
Health and Wellbeing Centre – work begins
On January 4th 2016 the builders arrived on site and
immediately set up a security fence and started stripping out
the fixtures and fittings in the old clinic building on Easthope
Road.

The builders, PAVE-AWAYS Ltd based in Oswestry,
were selected in July 2014 following a tender process. We
are delighted that they stayed with us during the protracted
negotiations.
The activities that were operating in the clinic in 2015
have been rehoused, temporarily until the newly refurbished
centre opens, in Mayfair, a portacabin at the back of Mayfair,
in the GP Practice and at Ley Gardens. We appreciate the
support of the Church Stretton medical Practice and our
partners at Shropshire Housing Group to ensure we keep
these services local and accessible.
Whilst the building work takes place there will be no
car parking on the road down to Mayfair or at the rear of

the clinic or the Centre. I appreciate that this will cause
inconvenience and thank you for your understanding. It is
imperative that we maintain access for Ring and Ride as well
as to the building site. We are grateful to Shropshire Council
for allocating us some car park passes which will save us costs.
Since we announced the news in December that the lease
was signed, people have been coming into Mayfair with good
wishes and the pledges they made back in 2014. The response
has been heart-warming and we can’t thank you enough.
Nicola McPherson – Chief officer
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Health Services at Mayfair – all by appointment only
Physiotherapy – Tuesday and Friday
Podiatry – 2nd, 4th and 5th Friday of the month
Speech and Language Therapy – Wednesday afternoon
Diabetic Nurse – Thursdays once a month
Cognitive Behaviour Therapy – Monday, Wednesday and
Friday
Memory Clinic – 2nd Wednesday of month afternoon
Fall Prevention Programme – Monday morning in blocks.
We are delighted that the Health Visitor Service
continues to take place in Mayfair. A recent edition is
development reviews for children aged 1 and 2. The crèche is
a perfect place for these sessions. Appointments are sent out
by the service and take place the first Tuesday of the month.
Warfarin Awareness and Wiltshire Farm Foods - Coco
Training but of interest to many others
Our Coco volunteers, who support people in their own
homes, get together the second Monday of every month for
training and support. The first hour of the session is open to
all and there are a variety of speakers and topics of interest.
The venue is the Activity Room, Mayfair Community Centre.
On March 14th from 2-3pm Kim Snell from Medicine
Management Services will be coming to improve our
awareness of the drug Warfarin and its impact. Warfarin is an
anticoagulant drug which can be prescribed for thrombosis
and some heart problems
On April11st 2-3pm Wiltshire Farm Food will be talking
about what they have to offer and you might even get to try a
sample.
Please come and join us if you are interested in these
topics or call Dice or Jen, 01694 722077, to find out
more. We are particularly keen to see volunteers from other
organisations and carers make use of these sessions.
Annual Evaluation
Thank you to the 253 people who completed the annual
questionnaire at Mayfair. The feedback is really helpful
to us. It is good to hear what you like about Mayfair and
our services, friendly and helpful, and your suggestions for
improvements. In particular this year you told us that upstairs
needs improving. This is true. The upstairs has been well used
since it was installed in 2002 and is in need of a bit of TLC.
We are on the case and applying for financial support from a
variety of charitable trusts to help with a refurbishment. We
are particularly keen to hear about what difference Mayfair
makes to the people who use it and our services and delighted
to hear that they have made friends, feel more confident, feel
supported, have learnt new things and are having fun.
Winter Talks Programme:
China and Mongolia by Joan Liebrecht
Thursday February 18th 7pm for 7.30 start
At Mayfair Community Centre. £4 per person including
coffee
Steepur Village Bangladesh – making a difference
By Viviene Thorpe
Thursday March 17th 7pm for 7.30pm
At Mayfair Community Centre. £4 per person including
coffee
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Shropshire
Ornithological
Society
February Meeting – John Arnfield on
Birds in Shropshire Gardens
he February meeting will feature John Arnfield
presenting an illustrated talk on Birds in Shropshire
Gardens. In this talk, John focuses on Shropshire
gardens as habitats for avian life. The presentation will
explore the ecological importance of garden environments
for bird conservation, the ways in which birds use garden
habitats, the abundance of various species in the County’s
gardens, and long-term, year-to year and seasonal variations
in garden use by birds. The meeting will be held on
February 22nd at 7:30pm at the Methodist Church Hall,
Watling Street South, Church Stretton. Admission is free
to SOS members: non-members are welcome (admission
£2, including refreshments). For more information on
our programme for 2016, visit our website at strettonssos.
wordpress.com/.

T

Gardening

W

e should try and complete pruning of fruit trees,
bushes and canes. Cut back whippy growth
on wisteria to two buds from the main stem.
Provided the soil isn’t waterlogged, plant hardy climbers
50 cm away from a wall. Prune buddleias and other late
flowering shrubs.
In readiness for spring sowing, cloches should be placed
in position to raise soil temperature a few degrees, and
several layers of fleece pegged down on areas to be sown will
be a worthwhile step.
Early seed potatoes may be set up to chit in a light frostfree situation, and new bags of compost obtained and stored
under cover.
If soil conditions are suitable, bare-root roses can be
planted any time from now until late February and are much
cheaper than the potted plants.
Christmas flowering amaryllis flowers will be fading
now, one should feed with a general fertilizer periodically to
build up the bulbs for next year.
Lastly, keep your indoor cyclamen flowering with a little
potash feed occasionally, they prefer a cool well-lit situation,
disliking strong sunshine. Water from below by standing the
pots for a while in a saucer of water.
The speaker on Tuesday 23rd February will be Tamsin
Westhorpe talking about ‘Life on a Garden Magazine’. The
talk will take place at the Silvester Horne Institute.
Ron Dapling
Church Stretton & District Gardening Club
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URC Voice
Dead Certain
ydney Carter would have been 100 years old
in this year of 2016. Ian Bradley has written
a fine tribute to him, mentioning the hymns
by which Carter will be remembered for the next hundred
years and longer. These include hymns like Lord of the
Dance; When I Needed a Neighbour Were You there; and One
More Step Along the World I Go.
Carter was a Quaker with a deep spirituality, a wide
religious outlook, and a questioning mind. He said that his
hymns and poems were ‘a celebration of the question mark,
without which there can be no faith or doubt, nothing but
dead certainty?
Bradley says that there is too much shallow certainty in
contemporary Christian worship songs and Carter would
have agreed with that, as the title of one of his books of
poetry indicates, Nothing Fixed and Final.
The conjunction of those two words, ‘dead’ and
‘certain’, is very appropriate. Certainty is ‘dead’ in the sense
that it has nothing to learn, it has arrived, no more thinking
and questioning needed, the mind has gone dead. How
boring, and how dangerous!
Even ‘being certain’ of so-called facts, can be a risky
claim. Any married couple will remember when they had a
difference of opinion, with one of them being ‘dead certain’
they were right; until it proved otherwise, when a large piece
of humble pie had to be eaten (always a good and healthy
food!). It is even more dangerous when people are dead
certain about God, and about what they consider to be the
mind of God. The pages of history are strewn with human
wreckage, victims of those who have been rash enough and
foolish enough to be dead certain of what they believe.
Certainty is the opposite of faith, but faith is the only
way of knowing God. Faith is the trust and the hope that
love is eternal. It is a contradiction to say that you are
certain of that in which you trust: all we can do is live in the
light of it.
Donald Horsfield

S

Strettons Area Community Wildlife
Group APM
The Annual Public Meeting of SACWG (Strettons Area
Community Wildlife Group)
will be held on Wednesday 24th February
at Church Stretton School,
starting at 7.30pm.
The programme will include a presentation of Project/
Survey Results 2015 and proposals for Projects and Surveys
for 2016.
Members of the public are cordially invited.
Stephen Butler (Publicity Officer)
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Curate Moves On

Here Comes the Bride!

Rev. Suzan Williams, curate of St Laurence’s Church

W

S

henever I officiate at a wedding in
this parish, I can be sure there will
be a number of onlookers and many people ready
with all their gadgets to photograph the bride. I hope I have
not spoilt too many by being there in the background on
occasions! And on the occasions when I have been present at
the reception, both the bridegroom and other speech makers
have usually complimented the bride on her appearance, even
being the ‘most beautiful woman in the world’!
Sunday February 14th is appropriately the start of
National Marriage Week and we will be taking the theme
of the family at our services that day, that day of course
also being Valentine’s Day. In addition we are holding two
wedding preparation days for those getting married this
summer in our churches.
As part of those days we usually invite each person to
introduce their partner and say something good about them.
In seven years I have not so far known this to be a problem.
Just imagine, however, if they introduced them and began to
tell us all their faults, would we not be concerned about their
relationship?
Scripture defines the love a married couple are to show
for each other by the love Christ showed towards His bride
(which is the church), namely a love that took Him to the
cross so that those who belong to it might have life. That
is how much He loves the church – He paid the ultimate
sacrifice for it!
These days it has been customary in certain circles to
denigrate and do down the church. Obviously it is not
perfect, but surely if the Spirit of Christ lives in us we will
love what Christ loves. And if Christ thought the church
worth dying for maybe it might be worth belonging to.
Married couples work through the ‘better and worse’ of any
relationship to achieve the blessings of genuine community, I
encourage those who may have had downs with the church to
see if taking the attitude of Jesus does not lead to blessing.
Two events coming up:
Pancake Race on Shrove Tuesday February 9th when I
will be defending my title!!
Ash Wednesday Communion at 11.30am on February
10th at St. Laurence’s.
Richard Hill

Amnesty International Ceilidh

Friday 4th March at 7pm
in the Silvester Horne Institute, High Street, Church
Stretton
The Sixth annual Amnesty Ceilidh with
The Compost Band from Worcester
Sure to get your feet tapping to traditional Scottish
and Irish tunes
Fun for all – do come and join us!
Tickets £12 (under 18s £5) including hot supper and soft
drinks (bring your own alcohol)
Tickets from John Thomas, Florist, Sandford Avenue,
Church Stretton
or Liz Knowles, phone 01694 720175
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uzan Williams, who has been curate here for nearly
five years, will have moved on by the time this goes
to print. We thank God for Suzan’s ministry among
us, learning the ropes, but actually covering virtually every
aspect of ministry on offer here, from Pit Stop and ministry
to families, to the Food Bank, supporting the youth worker
and youth and children’s work, to visiting the elderly, sick
and housebound, monthly services at Ley Gardens, prayer
meetings, etc.
Her husband, Darren and her family have been very
faithful in their support, including with catering, sound
and Powerpoint, and Darren will also be missed on his bass
guitar. In addition he has solved a problem on my car on
more than one occasion!
They will leave a big hole and the service for Suzan’s
installation as team vicar will be on Saturday February
27th at 7.30pm at High Ercall in the Wrockwardine team
ministry. A number of us will be going to support her in
this new challenge. 			
Richard Hill

Stretton Choral Society

F

ollowing their highly successful
Christmas concert the choir are
now preparing for their Spring
Concert on May 7th in Church Stretton
School, when they will be performing
Brahm’s German Requiem (in English).
There is still time to join them at their weekly
rehearsals if you would like to come and sing this great
work. We welcome all voices. Rehearsals take place on
Thursday evenings from 7.30pm to 9.30pm in the United
Reformed Church.
For further information please contact Pam Cole
on 01694 723604

T

he South Shropshire Local Group
of the RSPB has a programme of
talks and walks throughout 2016.
Talks (including refreshments) are £1.50
to Local Group Members and £4 to
Visitors. Under 18s half price.
Walks are free.
Coming up:
• 9th February – In the midst of Gorillas an illustrated
talk by Dr Michael Leach
7.30pm at Culmington Village Hall
Enquiries: Alvin Botting 01547 540176
• 20th February – Wildlife walk at Catherton
Common
10.00am park on roadside (SO 641 782)
Leader: Marian Wootten 01746 718151
For further information visit our website
www.rspbsouthshropshire.co.uk
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Church Stretton –

(Pictures taken from a collecti

High Street - Nos. 9-11 - Boulton’s shop. c. 1937.

High Street - Nos. 9-11 - Boulton’s sh
In the doorway are George Lucas (left) an
(right). The boy on the right is

High Street - From the junction with Sandford Avenue
c. 1905 – before the banks were built.

The same view after the banks were

Left: An advertisement
from “Church Stretton
Illustrated” 1937.

High Street - The Orange Tree tea rooms in the northern
Corner of the Square.
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– Then and Now

ion compiled by Tony Crowe)

Words and
pictures:
Tony Crowe

hop. Christmas 1937.
nd Harry Boulton senior
s John Bland.

e built in the 1920s .

High Street - Nos. 9-11.
The same buildings at the end of 2015.

This small selection of
photographs from the
collection is designed
to show the surprising
number of changes,
large and small, that
can take place in an
area over the years.
This demonstrates
the importance of
recording these
changes as they occur,
for a view once gone is
gone forever.

Another view of this corner of The Square.
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The former Midland Bank building (later HSBC)
empty and for sale in June 2015 after closure
of the bank.

The same view at the end of 2015.
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Engaging Issues

S

o we’ve already arrived at the last meeting in this
current series of Engaging Issues (but fear not,
hopefully we’ll be restarting in the Autumn).
We started out last September with Rev’d David
Tomlinson tutoring us in how to be ‘Bad Christians and..’
and in December had a bit of a ‘Sing-along-a’ with John Bell
from the Iona Community helping us to be more discerning
and sing less nonsense. Along the way we’ve dabbled with
Europe, Dementia, Education, Human Rights, Spirituality
and Vatican II, and now finally . . . .
Leaving Our Cars Behind
Professor John Whitelegg
This suggestion (well, I think it’s a suggestion. Quite
emotive to many of us I suspect) will be proposed and
discussed on Tuesday, 2nd February 2016 from 7.30pm at
the United Reformed Church on the High Street, Church
Stretton.
John has lived in Church Stretton since January 2014.
In his working life he was Professor of Geography and Head
of Department at Lancaster University and, at different
times, Professor of Environmental Studies at Liverpool
John Moores University and Professor of Sustainable
Development at York University. He is an associate of the
Stockholm Environment institute, a global sustainable
development policy institute.
He has also been a Green Party councillor in Lancaster
and the managing director of a transport planning and
consultancy company, Eco-Logica Ltd.
John enjoys growing food on the allotment he
shares with Midge, hill walking and getting involved in
community campaigns.
More details on this meeting from David Howard on
01694 722904.
All are welcome to attend, listen and maybe even
contribute (brevity is appreciated) but we request a donation
of £3 per session from each person attending to help defray
operating expenses.
Dave Griffin, tel: 01588 672640

Strettons Branch

A View from the River Bank

P

ete Lambert, from Shropshire Wildlife Trust, will
talk about his work on the rivers of the County. As
Rivers Project Manager, he has been concerned with a
wide range of topical issues around flooding, water quality,
especially agricultural run-off, and wildlife management.
This promises to be a very interesting evening exploring
issues of great current concern.
Meet at the Methodist Church Hall at 7.30pm on
Wednesday 10th February. Members £2, non members £3.
All welcome.
For further information contact Wally Blake on 01694
724040 or visit https://csswt.wordpress.com/meetings/.

The Severn at Crew Green near the confluence with the Vrynwy

We invite you to our annual

Fish & Chip Supper

on Saturday 5th March
Silvester Horne Institute 7.15 pm for 7.30 pm
Cost £10.00 each
Ian Caskie will talk to us about S.S. Great Britain. She
was built by Brunel as the first ocean going steam ship
with an iron hull, the first driven by a propeller. She was
launched in 1843, a wonder of the Victorian age.
Tickets available from: John Thomas, Florist;
Brian & Alison Bradley 722138;
Richard & Jill Turner Jones 724371
John Whitelegg
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Shropshire Wig Bank

T

he Founder of the Wig Bank charity, a Scottish
woman called Agnes Lennox, came to it after she
lost her hair in 2003 following chemotherapy. NHS
wigs are free in Scotland and Wales and for people on a low
income in England. A further grant may be available in
England. When people first lose their hair they usually try
to replicate, in a wig, the style and colour of hair that was
lost. That’s not necessarily the best thing because face shape
and complexion may change with treatment, so sometimes
people wish to change their wig. In Agnes Lennox’s case
she liked to have a wig to match her clothes - blue for jeans
and pink for parties. Agnes Lennox did not recover but
her family has continued the Wig Bank in her memory
and there is now a network of these Wig Banks across the
country. The nearest one to Church Stretton was however in
Cheltenham.
Now, Tracy Reynolds, a qualified hairdresser and wig
maker, has set up a Wig Bank here in Church Stretton
aiming to reach most of Shropshire. It will have a consulting
room at 45A High Street which is above and behind
Anthony’s Hair Studio, but with a separate entrance off
High Street. Given the health of the likely clientele Tracy
intends to offer them home visits and by post as well as
through consultations.
The ethos of the Wig Bank is to take donated wigs,
disinfect, wash, condition and repair them and then sell
them on. Prices start from £20 for a short hair wig, with
a 25% donation going to an approved Wig Bank Charity.
Tracy’s chosen charity is the Severn Hospice who are now
collecting wigs on her behalf. The Severn Hospice had
found itself being the recipient of wigs and had no way
of using them so Tracy’s new initiative creates important
synergy. Severn Hospice allows Tracy to use their charity
number and logo. There are a number of projects that the
Wig Bank is getting involved with, including some ‘try on’
pamper sessions with educational aspects explaining factors
in choosing wigs styles and colours. There is a selection of
wigs available to view in the gallery on the website: www.
wigbankshropshire.co.uk .
If you have a wig that you no longer need, please drop
it off at Severn Hospice or post it to Hair Peace, 45A High
Street, Church Stretton, SY6 6BX.
If you have a need for a wig contact Tracy Reynolds by
post at the above address or by telephone at 07456 594948
and email at tnt.hair@outlook.com.

E

Catholic Voice
The Catholic Women’s League (CWL)

L

ooking back over the activities of the
Church Stretton Section of CWL as
2015 draws to a close, one is
struck by the variety of our activities. Our
meetings focus primarily on faith, always following on from
morning Mass and always beginning and ending in prayer.
Several members have attended retreat days at Belmont
Abbey in Hereford. Our parish priest, Fr. Ambrose, talked
to us about the religious paintings of Caravaggio that he
had seen on a visit to Rome in a memorable and thoughtprovoking way. There is also a very strong charitable focus.
We have raised considerable sums of money for charity both
by traditional methods, such as raffles and providing tea and
coffee, and by less traditional methods such as organising
an entertainment evening, complete with dinner, and
hosting a car boot sale. We have been able to make really
significant donations to local, national and international
causes through members’ willing disposal of their time,
talents and personal donations. We must also thank those
who have attended our events and who have contributed
very generously.
Members clearly enjoy learning, and our visiting
speakers have shared their expertise in and enthusiasm for
such diverse subjects as beekeeping, antiques and millinery.
We have carried out a skills audit of our membership
with a view to featuring members as speakers in the years
ahead. We shall continue, too, to invite visitors to speak at
meetings. For example, our first speaker in 2016 will tell us
about the work of the Shrewsbury Ark, which cares for the
town’s homeless people. There is a friendly, social side to
the League, too. We share winter and summer pub lunches,
hold a ‘shared plate’ lunch at Christmas and make a buffet
tea for the visitors from other CWL Sections who join us for
the AGM in spring.
We welcome new members, and meet at St Milburga’s
after the 10am Mass on the second Thursday of each
month. To find out more about the League, visit the
national website: www.catholicwomensleague.org.uk
Anne Andrew

Women’s World Day of Prayer

very year, on the first Friday in March, an estimated 3 million people all around the world observe a
day of prayer. Women’s World Day of Prayer is an international, ecumenical, prayer movement that
invites women, from a different part of the world each year, to prepare a worship service through
which their hopes and fears for their country may be brought before the whole world in prayer.
This year the service has been written by Christian women in Cuba and translated into over 60 languages and 1000
dialects. In the British Isles alone over 6000 services will be held.
The theme ‘Receive children. Receive me’ is a reminder that everyone is a child of God and equally worthy of our love
and respect.
The Republic of Cuba is the largest Caribbean island, located at the entrance of the Gulf of Mexico and is called ‘the
Key to the Gulf ’. The economic embargo imposed upon it in 1960 has caused much suffering but the country has found
strength within itself to move on and overcome many of its problems.
The service in Church Stretton will be held at St Laurence’s Church at 10.30am on Friday, 4th March. It is NOT just
for women. All are welcome.
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Stretton & Shropshire Cancer Care
Science, innovation and the next breakthrough

T

he UK has always had a strong scientific community,
from the days of Newton and Hooke in the 17th
Century to Faraday, Darwin, Rutherford, Sanger,
Crick, Watson and many other notable names in more
recent years. As a measure of renown the UK has won more
Nobel Prizes in science per head of population than any
other country.
Those of us who look to scientific research to come up
with treatments and cures for diseases which afflict us or our
family see the UK’s investment in scientific research as an
important commitment which we want to see preserved at
least and extended if at all possible. But that’s only part of
the evolving story.
In a recent article in New Scientist, Donald Braben
(scientist, writer and visiting professor at University College,
London) pleaded for science funders to ‘liberate the
scientist’. His thesis is that research funders have forgotten
the importance of technological advances in economic
growth, as demonstrated by Donald Solow, who won
the Nobel prize for economics in 1987. Funders, Braben
believes, are playing safe, looking for ‘nit-picking efficiency’
and eliminating risk. Because they are under financial
constraints they are falling into the trap of stagnation. He
believes that conservative approaches by funders lower
the chance of the major discoveries that make the most
significant contributions to economic growth.
Major discoveries are often serendipitous, happening
by chance as the result of someone taking an unexpected
or completely innovative approach. No-one considered
that Paul Nurse’s interest in yeast could lead to anything,
but they let him try. Checkpoint proteins followed, similar
genes identified in yeast were found to be in humans and
a whole new field in cancer research was opened up. Nurse
won the Nobel prize in 2001 and today is President of the
Royal Society and Director of the Francis Crick Institute in
London.
There was therefore real worry in the scientific
community that the Chancellor of the Exchequer in his
Spending Review at the end of November would hit
research. When the details were published, it was evident
that he had increased funding by £500m over five years and
also increased the infrastructure spend for science. Among
important initiatives in healthcare research will be a £150m
investment in a Dementia Research Institute, continuation
of the 100,000 Genome Project (costing £250m) which has
a strong focus on cancer, and a £1bn partnership with the

Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation aimed
at the world’s most infectious diseases,
especially malaria. On the downside
universities are being asked to find cost efficiencies, and it is
always possible that there will be a concentration of research
facilities as a result.
This does not resolve the challenge that Donald Braben
has voiced. It may come as something of a surprise that
one of the UK’s largest charity research funders has also
identified the innovation ‘gap’. Cancer Research UK is
offering grants for collaborative research, bringing together
innovative teams of researchers in a number of specific
areas. The top award could be as high as £20m. It wants
to see new thinking and ambitious ideas coming from
collaborations which were not possible without this kind
of funding. It recognises that new ideas might come from
outside the traditional cancer research community. All
research centres are eligible, as are commercial companies.
At least 25% of each grant must be spent in the UK, the
project teams must be interdisciplinary and there must be a
patient advocate supporting each application.
Cancer Research UK has launched another award
scheme with the aim of identifying and supporting
innovative ideas applicable to cancer. Pioneer Awards are
aimed at researchers who have an ‘off-the-wall’ idea. All
that’s required is an idea that could lead to the next major
breakthrough in cancer research! This scheme will support
high-risk, high reward research, which would be unlikely to
get funded through traditional routes. Each award will be
up to £200k for two years.
These schemes are a bold step forward for Cancer
Research UK, whose research centres mostly work on longer
term projects. It can be anticipated that their well-known
research centres will all participate in these new schemes,
initiating collaborations that would have been unlikely
before this new initiative. To do so they will take on new
challenges, identifying and encouraging innovative thinking
in cancer research. I think Professor Braben will be pleased;
a happy Chancellor, backing a flourishing sector of the
economy; and future Nobel prizes, who knows?
Roger Wilson
Roger Wilson was recently elected a Member of Cancer Research
UK. He will be talking about cancer research and what he has
learned about it in 15 years of working as a patient advocate
in research at Stretton & Shropshire Cancer Care’s February
meeting on Monday 8th February at 2.30pm in Mayfair.

Where was it?

T

he photo on page 12 shows the small door in the wall facing the road of the old stables belonging to the former
Raven Inn (between The Buck’s Head Inn and the Market Square). The door allowed access to the hay loft with easy
access for transferring hay from a cart in the road. The Raven Inn was in existence in 1733 and remained as such
until the 1970s. It had stabling for eight horses and for a time the stage coach changed horses here.
Why not go and see it?
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Church Stretton Walking Festival
23 – 26 June 2016

C

hurch Stretton Walking Festival, now in its 14th
year, is continuing to benefit from the injection
of new energy and ideas provided by its many
volunteers. Mainly made up of locals, the volunteers plan
their own walks, leading groups along favourite routes as
well as lesser known ones, and the introduction of themed
walks last year, including the Map and Compass Walk, the
night time Stars in Your Skies Walk, and the Landscape
Photography Walk, proved popular and will return in
2016. The festival, running from 23rd – 26th June, attracts
visitors from across the country as well as from further afield
including Europe, and is already taking bookings. Further
details (including costs) can be found at:
https://www.facebook.com/Church-Stretton-WalkingFestival-2016-757983534315681/timeline?ref=page_
internal and also at www.churchstrettonwalkingfestival.
co.uk (being updated). Bookings can be made by emailing:
churchstrettonwf@outlook.com

Walking for Health
Starting from Carding Mill Valley at 10am
Geology Walk – Pre Cambrian Rocks of the
Long Mynd
Starting from Carding Mill Valley at 10.30am
National Trust – 50 years of the Long Mynd
National Trust building, CMV, at 7.30pm
24 June Sky Line Walk
Starting from Carding Mill Valley at 8.30am
Wentnor Wanderer
Starting from Co-op at 9.30am
Off the Beaten Track
Starting from the Market Square at 10.30am
Landscape Photography Walk
Hope Bowdler Village Church at 10.30am
Stars in Your Skies
Carding Mill Valley at 8.30pm
25 June The Mynd Drover, 26 and 13 mile walk
Church Stretton School at 9am
Pub Walk to Cardington
Starting from The Outdoor Depot at 10am
Little Trekkers
Starting from Carding Mill Valley at 10.30am
Little Trekkers
Starting from Carding Mill Valley at 2pm
26 June Over the top to Bridges and back
Starting from Carding Mill Valley at 9.30am
Stretton 3 Peaks Challenge
Starting from The Outdoor Depot at 9.30am
Nordic Walking
Starting from The Outdoor Depot at 10am
History of Church Stretton and the Long
Mynd Walk
The Outdoor Depot at 11am
Map & Compass Course
The Outdoor Depot at 2pm

Gaer Stone & Helmeth Hill from below Three Fingers Rock (Caer
Caradoc). Photo: Geoff Taylor
The programme is outlined below:
23 June Pole Bank Classic Walk
Starting from the Market Square at 9.30am
The Pike
Starting from Carding Mill Valley at 10am
Walk on the Wild Side
Starting from Carding Mill Valley at 10am
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Bodbury Hill and hill fort. The Lawley, Caer Caradoc and Hope
Bowdler Hills are seen in the distance. Photo: Geoff Taylor
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Church Stretton from Nills, above Ashes Hollow.
Photo: Geoff Taylor

Wenlock Olympian Walk, 2016

L

ast year the Wenlock Olympian Walk (WOW) was
52.5 miles long, but 2016 being an Olympic year
means something special is called for. Not the 100
miles of the 2012 WOW, which celebrated the London
Olympics, but 100km (62.5 miles), starting at 8.00am
(walkers), 10.00am (anyone travelling over 4mph) on 16th
July and to be completed in no more than 28 hours. The
WOW will be properly supported with five full feeding
stations and additional watering points as conditions
dictate, but entrants must recognise that there will be
up to 12miles between each partial or full refreshment
point. There will be a need for everyone to carry both
‘emergency’ food and water which can be replenished at
the shops in Craven Arms (35miles). Entrants should have
completed two 25mile challenge walks in the previous 12
months.
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The circular route starts and ends at the Priory Hall
in Much Wenlock. The walk is a significant challenge,
organised in conjunction with the Wenlock Olympian
Society who inaugurated the Wenlock Olympian Games
in 1850. The walk is over demanding rural countryside
and moorland in the Shropshire Hills to the west of Much
Wenlock including the Brown and Titterstone Clees and
skirting past Church Stretton.
The cost of entry is £15 for members of the Long
Distance Walkers Association and £20 for non-menbers.
This includes food and drinks at the check points and a
cooked meal at the finish.
Online entry is via: https://www.sientries.co.uk/
Further information may be obtained from: https://www.
ldwa.org.uk/Marches/E/15788/wenlock-olympian-walk.html
and http://www.wenlock-olympian-society.org.uk .
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Church Stretton Community Games 2016
A Call for Community Interest
A Chance to Showcase Your Organisation
Introduction

T

here was fantastic community spirit evident at the
opening of our Leisure Centre and at the Community
Celebration that followed. This was repeated at the
Community Games held in 2012, and the Community
Games held as part of Stretton Mediaeval event 2014. There
has been many a call for repeat, similar events.
Church Stretton School is therefore proposing a Church
Stretton Community Games event for 9th July 2016.

What is it?
Since the 2012 Olympics, there have been more than
4,000 Community Games events, supported by over 85,000
volunteers with an estimated 3 million people participating.
Behind these amazing statistics are inspirational games and
community club organisers, bringing their communities
together and rekindling community spirit. Church Stretton
can be proud to be included in those statistics.
The concept of Community Games is simple – bringing
our community together for a celebration with sports and
arts activities. Whilst the initial inspiration was the London
2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games, the Community
Games – including those held in Church Stretton – have
also helped to generate a positive community legacy.
At its heart the programme helps to get families and
communities more active. It also creates many other
beneficial outcomes – encouraging volunteering, engaging
communities, building local partnerships and improving
health. As part of this 2016 Olympic year, and in an effort to
promote the legacy of the games, Church Stretton School is
hoping to expand on this idea.
The idea is to invite sports and leisure clubs and groups
to showcase their organisation as part of an open day of sport,
arts and leisure, so that the general public of Church Stretton
and beyond at all levels of ability – and including those with
disabilities – can sample the benefits of sport, arts and leisure.
Why?
This is an exciting opportunity to
celebrate the wealth of community spirit
and facilities in the Church Stretton Area.
The event will aim to:
• celebrate the sporting, arts and
leisure identity of the Church
Stretton Area – a chance to show the
public what is available;
• strengthen community relations –
sharing ideas and building a better
network and understanding of each
other’s sport and leisure organisation;
• celebrate and showcase the wealth
of clubs and organisations in the
Church Stretton Area – a chance to
promote membership of clubs and
the Leisure Centre;
• provide taster sessions for the public – a
programme of events for the public to ‘have
a go’ and enjoy sport, arts and leisure.
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Who is it for?
This opportunity will be open to all sports, arts,
cultural and leisure providers and to all members of the
community whatever level of ability. Those with movement
disability can also take part using our sports wheelchairs.
This will be a free event – free for clubs and organisations
to participate – and free admission for the public.
Where?
The event is to take place at Church Stretton School, in
the Sports and Leisure facilities, and in the outdoor areas,
as necessary. We are grateful to Teme Leisure for making
the leisure facilities available.
When?
The event is to be planned for Saturday 9th July 2016.
So what is the next step?
This is our chance to showcase our community with
static displays, demonstrations, and public participation
and to celebrate the sporting, leisure, art and cultural
opportunities in the Church Stretton area.
Early indications are that the event will be well
supported and possibly oversubscribed – so please book
early. If space becomes limited it will be allocated on a ‘first
come, first served’ basis.
If you represent other organisations please feel free to
pass this information on to them, or if you become aware
of a club or group that has not received this call for interest,
please feel free to forward it to them.
Please reply so that we can gauge the level of support.
This will also tell us what facilities we will need to make
available. Should you wish to discuss this in more detail, if
you have any observations or comments, or if you can offer
any help, please contact and reply to:
Alan Fox: (01694) 725588 (home), 07977060303
(mobile), or email: alandavidfox@live.co.uk

Chariot racing at 2014 Medieval event Community Games
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The Tuesday Club Christmas Lunch
provided by Inner Wheel

t the Tuesday Club Christmas Meeting on 15th
December, the Spirit of Christmas was well and
truly in evidence when the Church Stretton Inner
Wheel ladies provided a full Christmas meal for members,
volunteers and visitors.
Christmas floral arrangements and chocolates
decorated the dining tables. Roast turkey, pigs in blankets
and vegetables with all the trimmings were followed by
Christmas pudding, fruit salad and After Eight mints –
empty plates went back to the kitchen: no food waste here!

volunteers. If you know anyone who might wish to attend,
or if you would like more information – contact Eileen
Roberts 01694 720086.

Tony Hearle with a lady member

Inner Wheel President Jill Themans with a lady member
Tony Hearle thanked the Inner Wheel ladies for their
generosity in providing the meal, and for making the
Christmas meeting so special.
Each member received a Christmas gift, with Christmas
music and carols completing this very enjoyable event.
Readers may have seen details of the Tuesday Club displayed
on the Medical Centre waiting room screen. It is a not-forprofit club for men and women, and has operated in the
URC Hall for over 30 years, run entirely by experienced

What are your Stories?

C

hurch Stretton Area Local History Group is
collecting stories, photos and articles of life in
Britain especially during the 1st World War era,
1914-1920. An example is: “My grandmother served in a
pub in conservative rural Wales, against family pressure.
Her father the local weaver, used to walk her to the pub
and back, a three mile round trip”. We are collecting such
snapshots of the home front, as well as more dramatic stories
of friendships and injury further afield. Perhaps you have
photos or plans of your house; oral traditions of inspectors
telling your forebears how to run their farm/business; cruel
weather spoiling harvests; all such seemingly trivial detail
illustrates life in the first few decades of the 20th century.
We are hosting a session in Church Stretton Library on
Thursday 18th February from 10am to 12noon to record
these anecdotes. Please come and share your stories with the
History Group and each other.
Phone Pat Holbourn–Williams (01694 751491) or
email patholbourn@hotmail.com for more information.
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Mayfair Needs You
Mayfair Community Centre is directed and managed by
a group of unpaid volunteer trustees who live in the Church
Stretton area. We need to appoint two or three new trustees,
people who are willing to take an active role in helping to
steer the centre as it prepares to create the new Health &
Well-being Centre. This will be in the refurbished clinic
building that Mayfair has taken over on a 25-year-lease
from the health service. We are looking for people who have
leadership skills; some should have experience in finance,
accounting or the management of health or social care.
If you would like to discuss the opportunities please call
Richard Elliott, Mayfair Trustee, on 01694 723049.

Trivia Answers
1. Norfolk
2. Thames Estuary
3. Westminster Abbey
4. Lowestoft
5. Isle of Man

Mayfair Lottery
£100

565		£50

339

£20

520		

138
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Local History

T

wo tribes occupy a tiny atoll in the South Pacific.
They didn’t get on well in colonial times and since
independence have argued spasmodically. After a
particularly severe bought of quarrelling I was sent to mediate.
Several days sitting on the floor consuming dishes of Kava
brought no resolution and so I decided to seek the advice of
an ex-colonial District Officer who had stayed behind.
I made my way along narrow beaches of gritty coral
sand, ducking under fallen coconut trees and stepping
carefully over mangrove roots until I rounded a headland
into a wide bay with sparkling white sand and a shining
lagoon. In the centre of the bay was a large shack made of
coconut stems and grass and as I approached it a small man
emerged, burnt nut brown by the sun, wearing a battered
solar topee and the tattered remains of a District Officer’s
uniform. He introduced himself as Charles Wye-Waury and
said he still had relatives living in the Shropshire Hills.
We sat on a coconut log bench and he gave me his

advice on the present troubles and told me how he came
to have been abandoned on this isolated lagoon. Having
come down from Cambridge with a Blue cum laude
in odontology, he spent six months at Farnham Castle
learning the Polynesian language before a trip to Thresher
and Glenny for his kit and an eight week voyage on the
“Braintree Castle” to the atoll. He spent several weeks
striding around in his outfit, with his fly whisk under
his arm, blithely disregarding local custom, dispensing
wisdom and justice to the locals, which the locals blithely
disregarded. Then a naval cutter landed on the beach and a
smartly uniformed naval ADC told him that the local Chief
(who preferred to be called ‘King’) would visit in a week.
He was given detailed instructions to build a raised dais and
construct an elaborate throne for the visitor.
The day before the visit a layer of leaden cloud crept
across the sky; the wind strengthened and rain fell. They
struggled to drag the throne into the tribal meeting house
– an open-sided, grass-roofed long hall – but during the
night the wind briefly strengthened to typhoon force. The
morning brought a vision of devastation. The hall had
gone; the throne was smashed; the dais blown away and half
the houses in the village were damaged. The naval cutter
brought the ‘King’ and lasting disapprobation.
“I suppose lessons were learned”, I said, lazily slipping
into the jargon of today. “Lessons, what lessons”, he asked.
Then after a pause he said, “I suppose the lesson is that
people who live in grass houses shouldn’t stow thrones.”
A Writer
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Rotary Club of Church
Stretton
Carols in the Square 2015
espite the heavy rain earlier in the day our
traditional start to the Christmas celebrations took
place under clear sky. As last year the singing was
accompanied by the expanded accordion band led by Ed
Moseley. The occasion was again much enhanced by Berry’s
Coffee House and their mulled wine stall, which the Gotts
generously run to benefit a local charity.
An extra large crowd gathered, creating a wonderful
atmosphere to sing carols around the Tree of Light. The
lights on the Tree are sponsored by many local people in
memory of friends, relatives and good causes. We will report
on the outcome and where that money has been used next
month.
Once again the people of Church Stretton have
shown how generous they are. Our Christmas Eve bucket
collection raised almost £800 for the Lingen Davies Cancer
Treatment Centre and other Rotary charities. We are
grateful to you all and hope to see you next year.
Thank you for your support.
Colin McIntyre
President, Rotary Club of Church Stretton

D

Stretton Climate Care
Sustainable Heating Systems – new ways to lower your
bills
Friday 26th February, 7.30pm, Church Stretton
Methodist Church
tretton Climate Care invites you to come and learn
about Sustainable Heating Systems and new ways to
lower your energy bills. Mike Collison, renewable
energy expert from ESP Energy, will explain the latest
technology behind sustainable heating systems and take
questions about new heating systems for both the present
and future.
Come and find out about Air and Ground Source and
Automated Bio Mass heating systems.
The Government Renewable Heat Incentive (RHI)
scheme will be explained and there will be an opportunity
to discuss and share ideas about improving the energy
efficiency of your home.
Members free admission, visitors £3.00
Jon Cooke
Press Officer, Stretton Climate Care
www.strettonclimatecare.org.uk
Tel: 07528 493338

S
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Church Stretton Marmaladies WI
‘Marmaladies’ is
a relatively new
Women’s Institute
group started in
January 2013. We
are a friendly mix
of ladies aged
from late 20’s to
60 plus who share
a common interest
in having fun,
sharing new experiences and learning new skills. Visitors
and new members are always welcome. As of December
2015 we meet at the Church Stretton Social Club, Essex
Road.

Take a look at our programme. Maybe you’d like to be a
Marmalady.
Thursday 11th Feb 2016 		
7:30pm
West Midlands Search and Rescue
Thursday 10th March 2016		
7:30pm
Pottery with Claire Walton
Thursday 14th April 2016		
7:30pm
Bell Ringing
Thursday 12th May 2016		
7:30pm
Party Lite Candles
Thursday 9th June 2016		
7:30pm
Street Dance with Gem Sharpe
Thursday 14th July 2016		
7:30pm
Photography with Jamila Walker
Thursday 8th Sept 2016		
7:30pm
Bread making with Bread and Loaf
Thursday 13th October 		
7:30pm
Painted Furniture with White Cottage Interiors

For more information see: www.Facebook.com/
ChurchStrettonMarmaladiesWI
or contact us: maramaldieswi@googlemail.com

Clean for the Queen…

4th-6th March 2016.
We don’t have to accept litter…be a rebel… and make
a difference!

C

lean for The Queen is a national campaign that
hopes to rally an army of one million volunteers
to help clear up Britain’s grot spots in time for
the Queen’s 90th birthday in April this year. Some of the
organisations involved include: Keep Britain Tidy, Country
Life, Clean Up UK, the Marine Conservation Society and
the Campaign to Protect Rural England.
This campaign gives us a chance to help protect our
local wildlife and improve the cleanliness of our streets,
roadside verges and public spaces. It could also help lead to
a lasting legacy of a cleaner, tidier Britain.
Working together with our Pride of Place Group, Town
Council and Streetscene, we hope to be able to do our bit
in this campaign. If YOU can spare an hour or two – either
as an individual, as a family or part of a local group or team
– on Friday 4th March, Saturday 5th or Sunday 6th - we
would love to welcome you!
Targeted grot spots will be identified; high visibility
vests can be loaned, along with litter pickers and bags;
all you will need is a pair of gloves, enthusiasm and

determination. Shropshire Streetscene operatives should be
able to take away any bags of litter we collect.
I should be most grateful at this early stage if you would
please get back to me to register your possible involvement.
John Woolmer. Tel: 01694 751245
Email: johnwoolmer@fsmail.net . CPRE South Shropshire

Pride of Place: The Queen’s Cleaners get stuck in…

H

aving successfully settled into our new premises, we are now able to accept
items suitable for recycling in all sections of the store. In particular our
creative team of professional artists and craft makers will soon be drawing up
their half-term workshops programme, and donations of good clean materials for use
in their Spring and Easter projects will be greatly appreciated. As Valentine’s Day is
fast approaching, and with Easter falling unusually early this year, the store will soon
be decorated with colourful displays in keeping with both occasions. Updates will appear on our website and Facebook
page and also in the March issue of Focus.
Our contact details: 1 Sherratt Court, Beaumont Road, Church Stretton SY6 6BN. Tel 01694 328508.
Opening hours: Wednesday 11am-7pm, Thursday 10am-4pm, Saturday 10am-2pm.
Schools and Groups unable to call during these times can book an out-of-hours appointment by telephone.
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A misdirected email
The Bergers of Stretton
Wally Town-Bee for the Grauniad
“They complain too much”, I said to Lucius Scaevola at
the new Jedi Temple. (Thank goodness several progressive
organisations have now recognised it as a religion. What a
positive influence they have on our young people although
I think naming the teddy bear Chew-Backy is not the best
as we aim to eradicate this noxious weed from our society.
And now they plan to introduce a little dog named Snus!
Enough, I say.)
“Do not worry”, said Lucius indistinctly through his
Darth Vader mask. “They will pass on.”
“Yes,” I countered, “but they are implacably opposed to
the Assisted Dyeing Bill.”
“Perhaps things would change if it were purple,” I think
he said, but the mask does distort things.
“Do you know,” I despaired, “there are people in that
town who have been married for more than fifty years! The
place cries out for a co-dependency clinic, but what hope is
there with these wicked cuts?”
I went into the little fish shop and asked for Sushi. The
nice young man behind the counter said in a clear English
accent with a slight country burr, “I’m sorry, I don’t know
the lady.” Oh, he has been sadly failed by our education
system. Nobody can progress to their best unless they can
speak Mockney. So many avenues are cut off – the BBC for
example.
Sadly, walking around town I saw no examples of
the creative art that adds so much vibrant sea to our
community. “Do you mean graffy tea?” said Lucius, but one
can’t be sure. “I prefer to call it creative art. I do so like to
see the strange blue faces and alien script. The young in this
town must be severely bullied.”
“Activism”, I thought, so I went to see the local
convener, Lud Wight. “It’s no good,” he said, “the whole
town runs on volunteers. I couldn’t rustle up a minivan
load.”
A sad, hopeless case.
Walter Town-Bee
(Has this been spell-chequed?? … Ed)

Service by our Advertisers

I

n early December 2015 I was contacted by an
anonymous caller who referred to a letter in the
December issue of the Focus, page 18, concerning the
number of tradesmen and other companies who advertise
in the magazine but do not live up to the service they offer.
The caller in question was insistent that the Focus should
investigate this matter. So it was that several conversations
later I realised there was some concern about the allegations
made, along with much feedback expressing satisfaction
with the excellent service of various companies.
As most readers will appreciate, we print two disclaimers
on the inside front cover of the magazine, making it clear
that the views expressed by authors of letters and articles are
not to be seen as those of the magazine staff, and also that
information supplied by companies in their advertisements
50

Recipe of the Month
Pan-fried salmon with tomato and herb sauce
The fresh herb sauce in this recipe is perfect with
salmon. I hope you like it.
Ingredients
- 1 oz butter
- 2 tail portions of salmon fillet
- olive oil
Ingredients for the sauce
- 2 plum tomatoes, de-seeded and diced
- ¼ red onion, finely chopped
- ½ garlic clove, finely chopped
- 3½ fl oz olive oil
- grated zest and juice of one lemon
- ¾ oz mixed fresh herbs (dill, tarragon, basil, chives and
parsley)
- salt and pepper
To make the sauce, combine the tomatoes, onion,
garlic, olive oil, lemon zest and juice and chopped herbs in
a saucepan. Set aside. Heat up a non-stick frying pan and
add the butter and a little olive oil. Pan-fry the salmon, skin
down, for about two minutes then turn it over and cook the
other side for two minutes. Remove from the heat and leave
in the pan for another two minutes.
Meanwhile, heat up the sauce and season it. To serve,
spoon the sauce on warmed plates and put the pan-fried
salmon on top. Serves two.
Her Ladyship

is published by us without any implied approval or
recommendation.
This is a small community, and it happens that the
majority of advertisers are known to the Focus, and have
delivered a good service with a high level of reliability.
However, there will unfortunately be some isolated
examples where the customer service is less sharp. It would
not be practicable to administer an audit of creditability;
nor indeed is it the job of the Focus to do so, but we would
ask all companies, wherever possible, at least to acknowledge
all enquiries as a matter of minimum courtesy. The news
of good or less good service spreads rapidly, but we would
always appreciate feedback from our readers: our advertising
pages provide useful assistance to the public in general.
With thanks, as always.
Tom Beaumont,
Chairman, Stretton Focus
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Occasional Advertisements
Write your Memoire - a 3-session course

Whole of life or particular period. Practise your writing skills
How to have your story professionally printed

Mondays 7, 14 and 21 March, 13.00 ’til 16.30

Refreshments provided
Mayfair Community Centre
£30 per person per session
Registration forms (essential) from Mayfair
or by email from christinewilliams0@btinternet.com
or phone 01694 724274 or 07801 482656

Ben Carter

Landscaping, Grounds Property Maintenance, Hedge Cutting
Chemical Application (Lawns, Drives, etc)
Shed, Fence Maintenance
Tree, Shrub Planting, Woodland Management

HOUSE/PET SITTER wanted
Regular house sitting to look after my two
gentle dogs and cat, plus gardening work
if desired. Peaceful cottage setting near
Church Stretton with lovely walks and
views. Ideally suit retired, single person.
Please call Claire for further details
01694 771524 / 07840 056206
WRITING POETRY: CLASS AND WORKSHOP
Friday evenings 7 pm - 9 pm in Church Stretton Library
One hour on poetry and poets, one on our own work.
A daytime U3A Group is also planned. Contact: Joanna Clark
01694 720369, 07597 184132 or clarkjm07@gmail.com

Bodbury Hill and Caradoc

Photo: National Trust

Tel: 07891 376638 or 01743 718802

Occasional adverts are
not indexed

Permanent Adverts
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