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If you wish to know the times of regular meetin

1 Thursday

New Year’s Day Charity Walk/Run
Entry £5pp, juniors £2, families £8
11am start CS & District Club

3 Saturday

Ludlow Concert Band
‘The Great British Isles Gala Concert’
Tickets £10 from Burway Books, John
Thomas Florist or Town Council
7.30pm SHI

4 Sunday

Methodist Church
Covenant Service. 10.30am

St James’s Church, Cardington
Choral Evensong. All welcome
6.30-7.30pm

5 Monday

Flicks in the Sticks Church Stretton
‘Jersey Boys’. Cert 15
Tickets £4, children £2
7.30pm (doors open 7pm) CS School

6 Tuesday

Engaging Issues
‘Prisoners and Human Rights’– Peter Pack.
7.30pm URC

7 Wednesday

Methodist Network Group
Revd Hazel Ratcliffe. All welcome.
2.30pm Methodist Church Hall

Long Mynd Camera Club
‘There and Back Again’ – Jon & Sue Baker.
7.30pm URC Hall
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On in the Strettons in January

egular meetings of societies and groups, please consult the list of societies and contacts in the yellow pages.

8 Thursday

Flicks in the Sticks Hope Bowdler

Stretton Traidcraft

‘Saving Mr Banks’. Tickets £4
7.30pm Hope Bowdler VH

Fairtrade Goods for Sale
10.30am–1pm Mayfair

15 Thursday

9 Friday

Stretton Traidcraft

CS Library
Volunteer Outreach Session. Advice for
organisations with volunteers and for people
wishing to volunteer locally. 10-12noon

Flicks in the Sticks All Stretton
‘What we did on our holiday’.
Tickets £4. 7.30pm All Stretton VH

10 Saturday

Fairtrade Goods for Sale
10.30am–1pm Mayfair

17 Saturday

Dorrington Players
‘Getting On’. Tickets £8 incl refreshments
from Burway Books or John Thomas Florists
7.30pm All Stretton VH

18 Sunday

Methodist Church

Round Table & Hope House

Church will be open for quiet reflection or
prayer with coffee/tea and chat in the hall.
10.30am-12noon

Quiz Night with Ken Willis
Family Quiz for CS Longmynd Scouts. 7pm
start CS & District Club

11 Sunday

St Laurence’s Church
Pitstop. Games, crafts, songs & meal. For
info: Suzan Williams 722588
suzan.williams@strettonparish.org.uk
3-5pm Parish Centre

13 Tuesday

A Different Sunday Lunch. Tickets £15pp
from Ian Price (722020), Jaipur & Hope
House shop.

19 Monday

St Laurence’s Church
‘Grill a Bishop’ - Bishop Alistair Magowan.
7.30pm Bucks Head

20 Tuesday

Mothers’ Union
AGM + discussion led by Barbara Birks.
2.30pm Owen Room

Engaging Issues
‘It’s democracy, Clem but not as we knew it’
– Dr Stuart Wilks-Heeg. 7.30pm URC

Stretton Climate Care
Switching Advice Clinic – help to find the
cheapest energy supplier
2.30-4.30pm Mayfair Cafe

RSPB Local Group
‘The honey bee’ - Paul Hand
Enquiries: Alvin Botting 01547-540176.
7.30pm Culmington Village Hall

Flicks in the Sticks Acton Scott
‘Belle’. Cert 12A Tickets £4 adults,
students £2. 7.30pm Acton Scott VH

14 Wednesday

Methodist Network Group
‘Keep calm and keep on scouting’ - Christine
Faulkner. All welcome.
2.30pm Methodist Church Hall

21 Wednesday

Methodist Network Group
‘Stretton Wellbeing Centre’ Nicola McPherson. Everyone welcome
2.30pm Methodist Church Hall

Neighbourhood Watch
7.30pm CS Club

Long Mynd Camera Club
Club Competition – On the Farm
7.30pm URC Hall

22 Thursday

Stretton Traidcraft
Fairtrade Goods for Sale
10.30am–1pm Mayfair

24 Saturday

Scrappies Quiz night
£4pp. 7.30pm CS & District Club

26 Monday

CS Parkinson’s Support Group
‘Marquetry Boxes’ - Andy Crawford
2.30pm Mayfair Jubilee Room

Shropshire Ornithological Society
‘The Complete Owl’ – Michael Leach
Members free, non members £2
7.30pm Methodist Church Hall

27 Tuesday

Holocaust Memorial Day
7p.m. Methodist Church

CS and District Gardening Club
AGM & ‘The plant collections of William
Lobb’ - Mark Paviour. 7.30pm SHI

Foreign Language Films
‘We are the Best’. Tickets £6
8pm All Stretton VH

28 Wednesday
U3A

‘Shropshire Hills AONB Partnership’ Cath Landles. 2pm URC Hall

PACT Surgery
2pm Mayfair

Methodist Network Group
‘The rise and fall of the NHS’ Dr Charles West. Everyone welcome
2.30pm Methodist Church Hall

29 Thursday

Stretton Traidcraft
Fairtrade Goods for Sale
10.30am–1pm Mayfair

30 Friday

RNLI & Strummers
‘Sing Our Songs’. Tickets £5 incl
refreshments from John Thomas Florist or
722138 or 724371
7.30pm CS & District Club

Continued on page 4

If you submit articles to Focus by e-mail, you should always get an acknowledgment.
If you don’t get a response within 24 hours, please phone an editor!
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A New Year’s message from Councillor Michael Braid –
Mayor of Church Stretton, and Chair of the Town Council

O

ne of the key tasks for the Town Council is trying
to look to the future in order to make choices
about how to ensure the best interests of the town
will be met. This is particularly important at a time when
Shropshire Council is under enormous financial pressure,
and looking at the prospect of closing some well used
services across the County, and reducing funding to others.
The Town Council has been active in discussing the
possible effects this might have in Church Stretton with
Shropshire Council and other key partners. A good
example of this involves the town library, where we have
chosen to offer our support to the Academy proposal to
develop a community library on the following basis:• Our understanding has always been that the library
cannot continue in its present form. The savings
requirement for Shropshire Council is so great that the
service would be reduced by 50% as a minimum, with
no protection against future cuts
• The Academy proposal is not reliant on revenue
funding from Shropshire Council, and as such is
insulated against these future cuts. The Academy
receives its finance direct from central government not
from Shropshire Council.

•

Shropshire Council clearly has alternative plans for the
library building which involve relocating the Area of
Outstanding Natural Beauty team. Renting it out to
the AONB team provides them with a saving, but also
secures the future of the building in the town
Often as a Town Council we are forced to take a pragmatic
view – the reality of this particular situation is that we have
the possibility of a protected library service, with more space
for books than we currently have, or we face a potential
future with no library service at all.
Wherever possible as a Town Council we will look to
step in to protect important services and assets in the Town.
We will be taking over ownership and management of
Rectory Wood and Field in order to ensure it is secured for
the future use of local people. Sometimes we are going to
have to take the decision, as with the library, that the offer
on the table is the ‘next best thing’, and to work to shape
the possibility into something that meets the needs of the
town.
There is no doubt that 2015 is going to be a challenging
year, but I can assure you that all of your town councillors
and our staff team are focussed on achieving the very best
for everyone who lives in our beautiful town.

A message from the
Editors
Book Sale
nother enjoyable and successful
book sale was held on Friday and
Saturday 7th-8th November, run
by Rotary Club Members and Mayfair
volunteers in the URC Hall.
May we thank sincerely the generous
Church Stretton book donors, book buyers and all the
helpers. A donation of almost £1200 was made to Mayfair
funds and their valuable work in our community. We hope
to run a similar event next Spring, with more high quality
books on sale at competitive prices. Look out for an update
later in the year.
Colin McIntyre, Rotary Club of Church Stretton

A

Tuesday Club
he Tuesday Club volunteers held their coffee
morning on Thursday 27th November and raised
£391.20.
Grateful thanks to everyone who made cakes, muffins,
jams, marmalade and hand-painted cards, gave gifts for
sale and for the raffle, supported the event by attending, or
who assisted in any way.
The £391.20 will be used towards providing an outing for
the members.
Eileen Roberts 01694 720086

T

To all contributors from clubs, societies and
other organisations
As from next month, all contributions
from clubs, societies, churches and other
organisations will be accepted only in
electronic form by email or through the
website. Any organisation must have at least
one member who can send in contributions,
even if these are written by someone else, so
please ensure that your contribution is sent in
an appropriate form. For further information
please see guidelines for contributors on the
Focus website.
PLEASE take time to look at these guidelines in
order to avoid disappointment, as we shall not be
including items that do not comply.
Focus Editorial Team

30 FRIDAY

Friday Night at the Horne
‘Houghton Weavers’. Tickets £10 from Burway Books,
John Thomas Florist & CSTC office. 7.30pm SHI

Flicks in the Sticks All Stretton
‘Tracks’ Tickets £4.
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Church Stretton Safer Neighbourhood Team:
PS 1396 Adrian Woolley
PC 1357 Damon Preston
SS 4335 Charles Pearson
PCSO 6064 Lisa Thomas
PCSO 6417 Dave Baron
You can contact us in the following ways:
Emergency:		
999
Non emergency only:
101
Local Police Team email
csca.snt@westmercia.pnn.police.uk
(Not to be used for reporting crime or emergencies)
Facebook: Church Stretton Neighbourhood Watch
Twitter: @SouthShropCops
Crime stoppers: 0800 555 111
Crime Reported For Church Stretton Police Area
1st November 2014 – 30th November 2014
Burglary –1 Crime
Theft –1 Crime
Theft from vehicle –1 Crime
P.A.C.T public surgeries
Mayfair Centre,
Church Stretton
Wednesday 28th January
News
Winter Driving Advice
he British winter is unpredictable. Bad weather
can strike suddenly so the best advice when severe
weather hits is to stay off the road. If you must drive,
make sure you are prepared for the conditions.
* Plan your journey
During wintry weather conditions
* Ask yourself - is your journey absolutely essential?
* Clear your windows and mirrors before you set out and
carry a screen scraper and de-icer.
Vehicle condition
*In winter it is even more important to check your vehicle is
well maintained and serviced.
* Keep the lights, windows and mirrors clean and free from
ice and snow.
* Keep your battery fully charged.
* Add anti-freeze to the radiator and winter additive to the
windscreen washer bottles.
* Make sure wipers and lights are in good working order.
* Check that tyres have plenty of tread depth and are
maintained at the correct pressure.
Adjust your driving to the conditions
* Hail, heavy snow and rain reduce visibility. Use dipped
headlights and reduce your speed.
When roads are icy or slushy
* It can take ten times longer to stop in icy conditions than
on a dry road. Drive slowly, allowing extra room to slow
down and stop.

T
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* Use the highest gear possible to avoid wheel spin.
* Manoeuvre gently, avoiding harsh braking and
acceleration.
* To brake on ice or snow without locking your wheels, get
into a low gear earlier than normal, allow your speed to fall
and use the brake pedal gently.
* If you start to skid, ease off the accelerator but do not
brake suddenly.
Watch out for fog
* Watch out for fog - it drifts rapidly and is often patchy.
* In foggy conditions, drive very slowly using dipped
headlights.
* Use fog-lights if visibility is seriously reduced, but
remember to switch them off when visibility improves.
* Don’t hang on to the tail-lights of the vehicle in front.
This gives you a false sense of security and means you may
be driving too close.
* Don’t speed up suddenly, even if it seems to be clearing.
You can suddenly find yourself back in thick fog.
Winter sun
* Dazzle from winter sun can be dangerous. Keep a pair
of sunglasses handy. Take care around winter maintenance
vehicles salting and snow ploughing
* Take care when travelling behind winter service vehicles.
Drivers of vehicles such as salt spreaders and snowploughs
take all reasonable precautions to protect the safety of other
road users.
Salting vehicles
* Salting vehicles travel at speeds of up to 40 mph spreading
salt across all lanes of the carriageway. Drivers are advised
to maintain a safe distance behind them. Do not attempt to
overtake.
For more road safety advice please visit the government’s
www.thinkroadsafety.gov.uk
Keep Car Thieves out in the cold on Frosty Mornings
Although vehicle crime is low across West Mercia, every
winter the force receives a number of reports from drivers
who have had their cars stolen after leaving the engine
running, while they wait in the warmth of their home for it
to heat up and defrost the windscreen.
Some vehicle owners nip inside for just a few seconds to
collect a bag or finish the last mouthful of their breakfast
coffee - but that’s all the time an opportunist thief needs.
To ‘freeze out’ the thieves, West Mercia Police advises
motorists to:
*Clear windscreens with de-icer and a scraper
*Sit in vehicles while the heater de-mists the windscreen
Drivers who ignore this advice are taking big risks. Thieves
will drive around residential areas looking for likely targets
- when they spot a vehicle with its engine left running on a
drive or out. One person will be dropped off, gets into the
target vehicle and simply drives away.
Many of the vehicles are never recovered, and some especially high value models such as Mercedes, BMW and
Audi - may be shipped overseas.
It is also worth remembering that if your car is stolen
when keys have been left in it, you may find your insurance
will not cover you. If your house keys are stolen along with
your car, your home is then vulnerable too.
So, this winter, don’t give criminals an easy ride by
leaving your car running unattended.
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Church Stretton Town Council Community Matters
Second Casual Vacancy (South Ward)
n election was called to fill the vacancy in the
South Ward (previously held by Matthew Reeve).
One candidate was nominated and duly elected
unopposed. Councillor Lee Chapman was welcomed at his
first Town Council Meeting on 9th December.

A

Council in order that they can determine the next steps
in the process of shaping the best library solution for the
town alongside local stakeholders. The Town Council will
continue to actively engage with this process of community
involvement, and in ensuring that the views of local people
are represented.

Planning Issues
Full details of decisions and current planning
applications can be viewed in the Council Office window
at 60 High Street and on the Town Council website
(www.churchstretton.co.uk) or at www.shropshire.gov.uk
The Shropshire Council website includes all documents
submitted with a planning application, including previous
related applications.

Rectory Wood and Field
The Town Council has created a ‘Rectory Wood and
Field Working Group’ with delegated authority from its
Amenities, Finance and General Purpose Committee to work
closely with Shropshire Council, The National Trust and
others to ensure that an operational management plan is in
place at the point of transfer. This Group will also be working
to ensure that wider community involvement is maintained
in shaping the future proposals for the Wood and Field. The
formal process for transferring the asset from Shropshire
Council to the Town Council is underway, and we are
working on the basis that the Town Council will be able to
assume management control with effect from April 2015.

SAMDev Local Plan - Examination Hearing Update
Church Stretton Town Council together with their
Unitary Councillor colleagues and members of the Church
Stretton Civic Society, all made verbal submissions to the
Planning Inspector in November, for the Examination
Hearing of the SAMDev Local Plan for Shropshire. The
focus of the Town Council submission was to outline
reasons for objecting to the inclusion of land to the East of
the A49 in the Final Plan as ‘unsound’. It has always been
the Town Council’s position that the required housing
numbers can be achieved through the Leasowes and
Academy developments, with additional units provided
from windfall sites if required. It is our contention that it
is therefore unnecessary to identify further specified sites
within the context of the Plan.
The Inspector’s task is to consider whether the Plan
is legally compliant and sound, based on the soundness
criteria set out in the National Planning Policy Framework.
Following the close of the hearing sessions the Inspector
will prepare a report for Shropshire Council with her
conclusions and any modifications (changes) recommended
to the Plan. Shropshire Council will have to use these
recommended modifications if it wishes to adopt the Plan.
Her report is not expected until early in the New Year.
Progress on the hearings and the examination can
be followed on the Shropshire Council website (www.
shropshire.gov.uk/planning-policy/samdev-examination/)
Notification of Road Closures
• Crown Lane, Little Stretton (approx. 3m east of
junction with Ludlow Road for up to 100m) will
be closed from 4th February for two days for Severn
Trent to renew a boundary box in the carriageway.
• Starr Lane, All Stretton (approx. 45m outside
properties Latchford and Flowerknot) will be closed
on Monday 9th February for 1 day for Severn Trent
to renew a short com pipe in the carriageway.
Shropshire Council Consultation on Future of Town
Library Service
The Shropshire Council consultation process on the
future of the library service received a large volume of
written responses following the public meeting held at the
Silvester Horne Institute in November. These responses are
now being studied and collated into a report by Shropshire
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Church Stretton Town Plan 2015- 2020
The final draft of the Plan was approved by the full
Council at their meeting on 9th December and can be
viewed on the town website at www.churchstretton.co.uk.
The Plan has been developed in collaboration with a
Community Consultation Group, consisting of the major
community groups in the town. This Group will continue
to review progress on the implementation of the Plan at sixmonthly intervals, prior to regular updating of the Council.
As set out in the Plan, the emphasis is very much
on collaborative implementation, seeking to involve
community groups and individual volunteers, in progressing
the listed priorities alongside councillors and council staff.
Summaries of the Plan will be delivered to all households
in January. That Summary will include an invitation to
residents to volunteer their assistance in implementing
those elements of the Plan in which they are particularly
interested.
Town Council Office Closure for Christmas Period
The Town Council offices will re-open on Monday 5th
January 2015.
And Finally…
Wishing all Stretton Focus readers a Happy New Year for
2015 from everyone at the Town Council.
Marian Giles, Town Clerk
Cllr Michael Braid, Mayor, Church Stretton Town Council

A Happy New
Year to our
readers from the
Focus team.
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Video Game Review

Valiant Hearts: The Great War

t’s common to find oneself in the middle of a battlefield
when playing video games. The presentation of conflict
allows the player to resolve world-changing events by
expending bullets. The bigger the battle, the heavier the odds,
the more heroic the fantasy.
It’s a shame that this has become so established a trope
that games like Valiant Hearts: The Great War become the
exception, rather than the rule. In Ubisoft’s Valiant Hearts,
you spend time with four characters whose lives come
together and intertwine through the course of The Great
War. Rather than changing the course of a nation, your
accomplishments are surviving, finding your friends and
finding your way home.
Valiant Hearts understands that the small, personal stories
define history as much as the headlines. Taking inspiration
from letters sent between friends and loved ones during the
First World War, the story centres on Karl, a German living
in France with his fiance. Ubisoft Montpellier have crafted a
wonderfully understated period drama, at least in video game
terms.
Switching between four characters of different nationality,
and with different reasons for being pulled into the war, allows
the player to explore The Great War in a way that a novel
would. The game also offers a visual glossary of sorts that
explains people, events and notions of the time in a way that,
for instance, a documentary would. It is clear that, in this time
of remembrance, the developers of Valiant Hearts wanted to
provide a way for video games to educate and explore the war of
a century ago.
In Valiant Hearts: The Great War, the player does not
communicate through violence. For a war game, this is not
usual. Wisely, I feel, there are moments of gravity, and moments
of levity in the game; the driving sequences set to classical
music are almost comic in style. Ubisoft designed the game in
their wonderful UbiArt engine, which gives the world the look
of papercraft animation, but it also tackles some emotionally
difficult aspects of conflict. All of these factors speak to a game
made to pull at heartstrings, and to reflect the real, personal
stories and lives that wove and came together during the course
of The Great War.
Available on: Android & iOS devices, PC, Microsoft Xbox
360 & Xbox One, Sony PlayStation 3 & PlayStation 4, PEGI
Rating: 12+
Any questions about this game or video games in general
can be directed to James Carter at jamesdcarter@outlook.com.

T

Walking Football for the Over-Fifties

hanks to the kindness and generosity of both Church Stretton School and Teme Leisure we
now meet every Friday afternoon at the Leisure Centre from 4:00 to 5:00 pm for an hour of
walking football.
If you would like to join us please do. We have free taster sessions for newcomers and a charge
of £2:00 per session for regulars. All you need is a pair of trainers, a bottle of water and a desire to
have some indoor fun and gain some fitness. You will be made most welcome!
For any further information do give John a ring on 01694 751245.
John Woolmer
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Flicks in the Sticks
Church Stretton
Jersey Boys (15) Monday 5th January.
Jersey Boys is a musical biography of the Four Seasons - the
rise, the tough times and personal clashes, and the ultimate
triumph of a group of friends whose music became symbolic
of a generation. Far from a mere tribute concert (though
it does include numbers from the popular Four Seasons
songbook), Jersey Boys gets to the heart of the relationships
at the centre of the group - with a special focus on frontman
Frankie Valli, the small kid with the big falsetto. In addition
to following the quartet’s coming of age as performers, the
core of the show is how an allegiance to a code of honor
learned in the streets of their native New Jersey got them
through a multitude of challenges: gambling debts, Mafia
threats and family disasters.
Church Stretton School. Doors open at 7pm for a 7.30pm
showing. Entry £4 and £2. Refreshments available, before
and at the interval. Comfortable seating, new improved
sound quality and easy car parking at the School, as usual.
Enquiries to Eric Brown on 01694 724330.
Hope Bowdler
Saving Mr Banks (PG/12) Wednesday 14th January.
Flicks in the Sticks are showing Saving Mr Banks as our
first film of 2015. Based on the true story of Walt Disney’s
attempt to make the film of Mary Poppins. Nothing has
warned him of the difficulties that he, his script writers and
his composers are about to face when PL Travers, the author
of Mary Poppins arrives from London. A sensitive film that
sheds a completely new light on the story that most have
thought of as a tale for children.
Hope Bowdler Village Hall. Starting time 7.30pm. Tickets
£4 on the door. Refreshments during the interval.
Acton Scott
Belle (12A) Tuesday 13th January.
Based on a true story, Belle is the mixed race illegitimate
daughter of a Royal Navy Admiral. Raised by her
aristocratic great uncle Lord Mansfield and his wife, Belle’s
lineage affords her great privileges, yet the colour of her
skin prevents her from participating in the traditions of her
social standing. Belle falls for an idealistic young vicar’s son,
bent on change, who with her help shapes Lord Mansfield’s
role as Lord Chief Justice to end slavery in England.
Admission is - Adults: £4.00. Students and Children: £2.00.
Ample and easy car parking at the Hall. Refreshments will
be available. Acton Scott Village Hall. 7.30pm. Enquiries to
01694 781260.
All Stretton
What we did on our holiday (12) Friday 9th January.
Rosamund Pike, David Tennant and Billy Connolly star in
this family comedy written and directed by Andy Hamilton
and Guy Jenkin (Creators of Outnumbered). As Doug
(Tennant), his wife Abi (Pike) and their three children
prepare to travel up to the Scottish Highlands for Doug’s
father Gordie (Connolly)’s birthday, they fail to give their
children a list of things that are to be kept secret. While
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their offspring set about telling
Grandpa and Grandma (Annette
Crosbie) the ins and outs of their
lives down in London, including
intimate details of arguments
their parents have had, Doug and Abi try to put aside their
differences and have an enjoyable weekend.
All Stretton Village Hall. 7.30pm. Tickets: £4. Interval
refreshments and comfy chairs!
Tracks (12A) Friday 30th January.
The spectacular, inhospitable Australian outback is the real
star of this epic adventure which re-enacts Robyn Davidson’s
1500 mile solo trek from Ayers Rock to the Indian Ocean.
With only her camels and faithful dog for company, cashstrapped Robyn begrudgingly agrees to have the journey
documented and so becomes a global phenomenon
thanks to National Geographic. A story of extraordinary
determination and endlessly changing desert landscapes, like
Lawrence of Arabia this is the sort of film that simply has to
be seen on a big screen.“Captures the ravishing emptiness of
the landscape and the elemental perils facing a strong young
woman.” TIME magazine.
All Stretton Village Hall. 7.30pm. Tickets: £4. Interval
refreshments and the same comfy chairs!
Foreign Language Film
We are the Best! (Sweden) (15) Tuesday 27th January.
Lukas Moodysson returns with this raucous coming-of-age
comedy set in 1982, Stockholm. Klara and Bobo are united
as misfits by their love of music. Ignoring their own lack of
talent and the people who tell them punk is dead, the pair
form their own band with shy classmate Hedvig.
In between fighting over boys and provoking their metalhead nemeses, the three begin preparing for their debut live
gig. Brilliantly funny and life-affirming, We Are The Best!
appeals to the teenager in everyone.
All Stretton Village Hall 8pm. Tickets £6, no interval, BUT
confirm details first with Cate Latchford on 01694 723378.

Trivia Corner No 134
by Ken Willis
1. Who hosted Double Your Money and
Opportunity Knocks?
2. What hallmark is stamped on silver objects
from Birmingham?
3. What is the Umbilicus?
4. To which BBC programme did Princess
Diana give an exclusive interview in
November 1995?
5. Which well used Hebrew word has come
into about 1,200 languages without changing?
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2015

Parents’ corner

is here already and let’s see what great
resolutions we can come up with
between us..
Keeping our bedroom tidy (“I didn’t make the mess!”)
Clearing the table after meals (“Who, me?”)
Helping around the house (“I didn’t put it there”)
Remembering to do our homework (“I ran out of time”)
It would be nice to think that all the above magically
happen. However we all lead busy lives and things are hectic
more often than not. Perhaps if you get chance it would
be nice to help your parents with a few of the jobs. If you
don’t know how to wash up the dirty dishes now is the time
to learn. Hoovering can be fun! (Put on loud dance tunes,
kids). Older siblings could help younger ones by preparing
for Monday mornings in advance – getting ready the book
bags/gym kits/homework and uniform to save Mum or Dad
having to run around at the last minute. (We all know it can
be trying at times).
It’s a New Year, so make a new decision to start helping
out at home. A little help is a great thing and I know for a
fact it’d be truly appreciated. Let me know how you get on.
Emma and William Alston wish you a fabulous 2015.
May your year ahead be full of health, happiness and
laughter (and hopefully a bit of helping!)

January Recipe for Easy-peasy Biscuits – Basic Biscuit
Recipe

175g/6oz Plain Flour
100g/4oz Butter or Margarine
50g/2oz Caster Sugar
Ask a grown up to help you pre-heat oven to 150°C/300°F
Gas 2.
Cream (mix with a wooden spoon) the butter or margarine
and caster sugar together until they are light and fluffy.
Stir in the flour and once mixed knead the dough together until
it forms a ball, add a little bit of flour if the dough is too sticky.
Roll out the dough on a lightly floured surface until it is
about 5mm thick.
Cut out the dough using a cutter or make shapes yourself
Ask a grown up to help you. Place the biscuits on a floured
baking tray and bake in the centre of the oven for about 25
minutes or until golden brown.
Let the biscuits cool on a wire tray before decorating…..
Yay... eat when cool to touch J

News from Scrappies

William’s Joke of the Month
Q - Knock Knock
A - Who’s there?
Q - Boo
A - Boo Who ?
Q - Don’t cry, it’s only a joke!

12

January 2015 mag.indd 9

Crafty Kids Club
Parents – why not bring your children to our Crafty Kids
Club? Held on Saturdays from 10.00am - 12noon. Age
from five upwards – just drop in. Membership of the
Club is £3.00: each session thereafter costs only 50p.
See your children enjoy the company of other ‘crafters’,
whilst qualified staff encourage them to use their
imagination to make ‘things’ from clean, safe, recycled
materials from Scrappies. Enquiries 01694 722511
Quiz in Aid of Scrappies
This will be held on 24th January 2015 at 7.45pm in
the Essex Road Club – quizmaster Ken Willis. Do try
to attend and support the work of Scrappies, the only
scrapstore in Shropshire. 722511
Eileen Roberts
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Anglican Voice

W

Happy New Year!

e welcome in the new year with a ‘Grill a Bishop’
session on Monday 19th at the Bucks Head at
7.30pm. Bishop Alistair Magowan is prepared for
anybody to come and ask any question they like in an open
question, answer and discussion forum. All are welcome.
Many will have heard our bells on many occasions
reflecting national and local occasions, whether the Queen’s
Jubilee, Remembrance Sunday, weddings or funerals. They
provide extra cheer to our life here in the Strettons and we
are privileged to be hosting the district bellringers AGM on
Saturday17th January.
It has been encouraging to see the numbers of those
attending both our Cameo meetings and the Mothers’
Union increasing. Men as well as women are welcome to
both and their programmes for 2015 will be available at the
back of St. Laurence’s.
Men meet at 7.25am on alternate Saturdays to study the
Bible and have open discussion. For the coming term they

will be studying the Book of Hebrews, starting on Saturday
17th January, and all men are welcome.
St Laurence’s has a number of home or study groups
meeting at different times of day during the week; St.
Michael’s has a daytime and evening group and All Saints
usually has a Lent group. A display featuring these groups
is being put up at St. Laurence’s. These groups provide
pastoral care and an opportunity for growth in one’s faith
and all are welcome to try one. We also run a ‘Think it
through group’ for those who like more general discussion.
We are also running a day’s marriage preparation on
31st January and we will be beginning a course entitled ‘7
Steps to Freedom in Christ’ with Sunday sermons and notes
for groups to explore the issues as to the difference Jesus can
make to our lives.
Happy New Year!
Richard Hill

Stretton & Shropshire Cancer Care

R

Concern about cancer care

eaders will recall that we wrote on behalf of Stretton
& Shropshire Cancer Care to our MP, Mr Philip
Dunne, to express our concern about slipping
standards in the treatment of cancer. His reply enclosed a
two page letter from Ms Jane Ellison MP, Parliamentary
Under Secretary of State at the Department of Health.
Ms Ellison’s letter did not address the concerns we
had expressed. It recounted the changes in the NHS and
the political intentions that lay behind them but did not
go beyond what we already knew. About changes that are
happening at the local level she referred us to the local
commissioning group, nothing to do with her. We found
this unsatisfactory and we are having further correspondence
with Mr Dunne.
In the meantime the evidence is building that standards
in cancer care are slipping. Cancer Research UK, together
with Birmingham University and a commercial research
group ICF GHK Consulting, published in September a very
worrying analysis. They surveyed a wide range of available
data and also talked to doctors treating cancer to get a
balanced view of what is happening.
Of the greatest interest to us, and supporting our
concerns, is the data about diagnostics and tests for people
with suspected cancer. Most of these tests involve imaging,
using scans, x-rays and ultra-sound to give doctors a clear
view of any tumours that may be present. Scans help in
making decisions about treatment. Targets are not being
met, numbers of patient referrals are increasing, waiting lists
are lengthening and treatment is starting later. At the same
time Government policy calls for people to be diagnosed
earlier and quicker so that the chances of curing cancer can
be maximised.
It is fair to ask why this is so important to us in Church
Stretton.
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Cancer is predominantly a disease of older people. The
incidence of cancer under the age of 50 is much lower than
at the age of seventy, or eighty. We are an ageing population
and in Church Stretton we have a demographic older than
the national average. Twenty years ago a GP would have had
a handful of 80-year old patients on his list, today he has
many more.
It is true that the hospital targets for cancer care are
fairly crude. The recent NHS changes have brought in
targets built on what are known as “outcomes” rather than
the input of effort. It is also true that many more people are
surviving cancer for 10 years or more, new treatments, new
surgical techniques and genetically targeted drugs are all
contributing.
If we look at what is happening from an isolated
viewpoint it might not look too bad but if we look at it in
a more joined-up way the picture is much more worrying.
In a league table of cancer survival England’s performance
is consistently lower than the average. Nowhere near the
performance of Scandinavia, France or Germany and in
some cancers little better than some former Iron Curtain
countries.
We believe we deserve better than that. Stretton &
Shropshire Cancer Care is looking at how we can help
patients from our community get the best service they can
if they are diagnosed with cancer. Many of us know from
experience that by being informed and being prepared to
ask questions we can help ourselves get the best outcome.
The Cancer Research UK paper ‘Measuring up? The
Health of NHS Cancer Services’ can be found at: http://
tinyurl.com/qh8cnzz
Roger Wilson
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Dorrington Players

C

It was The Time of My Life!

hurch Stretton’s
amateur drama
group, The
Dorrington Players, staged
their production of Alan
Ayckbourn’s Time of My
Life on the 13th, 14th and
15th November. It was well
received by the enthusiastic
audiences and it was
gratifying to see numbers
up on the previous
production in May.
This time we didn’t
build the traditional box
stage set, instead using
black curtains as the
backdrop, and this helped concentrate the focus on the
three tables of the play’s fictitious restaurant, where all the
action took place. It is a play very much about interpersonal
relationships and how they’re affected by circumstances,
in both good ways and bad ways, and the sharp dialogue
managed to raise some hearty laughs as well as the odd tear.
Admittedly the cast and crew went through a few of each
themselves but the results were very pleasing in the end.
Well done to all and thank you to everyone who came to
see us!
Earlier this year, we staged a reading of two One Act
plays and donated the proceeds to the Mayfair Community

Centre. On 17th January 2015, at 7.30pm in the All
Stretton Village Hall, we shall be reading Alan Bennett’s
play Getting On and, on this occasion, the proceeds will be
donated to the Midlands Air Ambulance Trust. Tickets are
£8 and include home-made refreshments. Wine and soft
drinks will be available to purtchase.
To book tickets, please ring 07967 169236 or buy them
directly from Burway Books or John Thomas Florists in
town. We need your support in expressing our gratitude for
the invaluable work undertaken by the Trust and we look
forward to seeing you on the night.
John Avery

Catholic Voice
Rome to Venice

R

ecently I joined a pilgrimage to Italy. Our first
morning began early with the weekly Papal audience.
My ticket was 5,375 and St. Peter’s Square was full to
bursting. Once through security we found a good position
to see Pope Francis at close quarters. He arrived three hours
later with an exuberant Argentinean band. His message was
kindness and mercy to all.
Next morning we visited the Basilica and took Mass
in the crypt beside the tomb of St. Peter. I knelt thinking
this man followed Jesus and really knew Him. Peter spent
three years being taught by Jesus, eating, drinking, talking,
touching, fishing, observing his teaching and miracles and
recognising Him as the Son of God. We visited the site of St.
Paul’s execution. The sun shone, the Tiber was muddy brown,
the traffic horrendous and the pasta magnificent. On to San
Giovanni Rotunda a sleepy Italian town with a monastery
till Padre Pio arrived and it became world famous because
of a man who clearly loved God and bore the wounds of the
stigmata. Pilgrims coming here have made the town as we see
it today, with an enormous hospital with stunning murals,
paintings and over 3,000 doctors; one for every two patients
and others who do research. A new church looks like a scallop
shell and every Friday night there is a candlelit procession
with the whole town and pilgrims turning out to pray.
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We visited Mont Sant’ Angelo and The Holy House
of Loreto, this has been a Marian centre of Christianity for
centuries. According to tradition in 1291 the stone house
was transported to Loreto by ship, when the Crusaders were
finally being expelled from Palestine. The documentary
evidence of the results of the archaeological excavations
at Nazareth and the ground below the House, all confirm
that these stones were made from materials indigenous to
the Nazareth region. A recently discovered document dated
September 1294, testifies that on giving his daughter in
marriage, the King of Naples included in the dowry, ‘the
holy stones from the House of Our Lady the Mother of
God’. There are five crosses made of red material belonging
to Crusaders to be found on the stones. The building
practice and the method of cutting stone is that of the
Nazareth region and are unique. Experts say the graffiti on
the stones is of Jewish - Christian origin.
Next Padua, and the shrine of Saint Anthony, the
patron saint of the lost. Throughout his life he restored
things back to people, their health, their hope and their
faith. From Padua to Venice and St. Mark’s Basilica with its
mosaics and undulating floors. We flew home but it took
quite a while to come back to earth.
Celia Carson
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Letters to the Editor
Litter, Dog Fouling and Fly Tipping
In and around Shropshire

D

id you know that Shropshire
I like the Library where it is – in the town – not on
Council has six salaried dog wardens
the outskirts, where the School was located for a reason ie
in the County and a total of 21
so as not to be a nuisance to the town - noise, throngs of
officers- trained and paid to stamp out litter,
children etc. The School is much too far from the Town for
dog fouling and fly-tipping? There is also a
the ordinary people to use, the thought of using the Library
Cabinet Councillor, Steve Charmley, whose role is to lead
with ‘hordes’ of youngsters, especially the infants and young
on these and yet somehow, between them all, they have
children, however well supervised, who will get priority over
brought no prosecutions whatsoever throughout the county its’ use, will put people off. As for the idea of distributing
and amassed a grand total of one fixed penalty notice –
the other Services currently sourced at the Library and the
FPN, for litter and one for dog fouling during the whole of Visitor Centre around other locations in the Town, this will
2014.
only lead to confusion and, inevitably, lack of use, which
Of course they are aided in their tasks by countless
would be an excuse to close them down.
notices on lamp posts that carry dire threats and they also
I may have it wrong but I understand, that it is because
issue comforting/reassuring messages from time to time
the lease on the building that the Shropshire Hills AONB
on how seriously they take these issues, but the truth
currently use is up, and that Shropshire Council wants
is that their hearts aren’t in it and they much prefer to
to offload the costs of the Library from its’ budget: they
shelter behind their mantra of … ‘we prefer to educate not
have, in their wisdom, decided to move the Shropshire
prosecute offenders’.
Hills AONB to our Library premises. If their lease is up,
Perhaps it is time that they followed the example of
then let them deal with it, and not uproot us from OUR
other councils who take the matter seriously? Telford and
Library. We didn’t want to be linked to Craven Arms in the
Wrekin Council managed 130 FPNs this year, raising some
first place - why should we have to kow-tow to them? We,
£5,225 to help pay for their officers, while Staffordshire
the people of Church Stretton, are not a ball to be thrown
Councils continue to wage war with the minority of their
around at other people’s whim. This person has had enough.
mindless offenders with increasing effectiveness.
We like the Library where it - and the Visitor Centre is.
We depend increasingly on walkers and visitors to our
Everyone knows where it is; it is loved and the staff are
lovely countryside yet more and more of our favourite
wonderful.
footpaths and playing fields are blighted by dog mess left by
If this goes ahead, I will be on the barricade holding a
thoughtless dog owners, and both footpaths and roadside
placard – my body will be on the line.
verges by litter discarded by an anti-social minority.
Will anybody else join me?
Perhaps it is time that our paid officials came out from
					
Chris Kolvin
behind their desks and really DID something about these
01694 722609
blights.
					John Woolmer		
		
CPRE South Shropshire.
Hands Off Our Library

T

his letter is all about what I think, not what I know.
So, in my opinion and as I understand it….
By the time this letter is printed – hopefully,
the deed may well have been done but, in my opinion,
the deed WAS done months ago. I refer, of course, to the
situation regarding the Library. This has been foisted on us
within the last two months or so even though it had been
cooked up by Shropshire Council much longer ago.
It’s another con, like the Leisure Centre, which is really
not for the people of Church Stretton at all. This new
Library will fall into the groove of mainly being for the
convenience of the School, and not for the Public. I, for
one, do not want the Library to go to the School – they
already have more than enough control over when and
where the Public can go as it is. It will be managed and
staffed - except, for the moment, by its Manager: by the
School, resulting in teachers not teaching and pupils not
being taught. Access will be from outside and from within
the school, which indicates, to me, that the School will take
preference - opening hours, use by children etc.
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Photo Quiz - Where was it?
Photographs by Nigel Strachan

December’s
photograph was
taken on Burway
Road, near the
carpet shop
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E

The United Nations in 2015 and the UNA-Shropshire

arlier in the year along with
my colleague Barrie Oxtoby,
I attended the UNA Forum
where among the many contributors
there was the inspirational Valerie
Amos, who leads in the UN on
Humanitarian Affairs, whom I quote:
“Two years ago, I visited a refugee
camp in Kenya that hosts hundreds of
thousands of Somali refugees. I met
a woman that had just arrived. She
could hardly speak, she was totally
traumatised. She had fled violence and
starvation. I found out later that she
had left Somalia with five children
but had arrived at the camp on her
own. She had lost them all on the way.
The only thing that stood between
her dying was the work of the UN
supported by the government of Kenya
and international donors, including the
UK”.
This is why I am a member of
the UNA. When as a local branch we
are at our lowest point and the UN
governance does not necessarily seem
to be effective and the public feel
ambivalent, even dismissive of the UN – that does not mean
that the issues don’t matter any more. The UN is more
than the rather laborious and remote Security Council. For
the first time in history there are 193 nations talking and
engaging; there are over 50 UN organisations like UNICEF,
UNHCR etc. Together with many Aid agencies, some of
whom are represented in our community, all that rescue
people from death and develop possibilities for them to start
over again.
As a world we can eradicate extreme poverty quite
quickly and start reducing poverty everywhere. Freedom and
empowerment of women across the world, UK included,
is high on the UN agenda. The UN programme fed over
90 million people last year. Nuclear disarmament talks
in Iran are key to the journey towards total abolition of
mass destruction weapons. The refugee Council helped 34
million refugees. There are 120,000 peace keepers at work
in 16 countries as I write. There is still Syria, Palestine and
Israel, but peace and stability is progressing well in Sierra
Leone, Liberia, Nepal, TimorLeste. There are 161 nations
signed up to abolishing landmines and using children in
warfare. More than half the world’s children are vaccinated
against deadly diseases, ie, 2.5 million lives saved each year.
The UNA programme in 2015 will be about some of the
above.
Later this year the UN will set out its plan for the next
15 years to move a wide range of actions forward that can
lift up the most marginalised, poor and oppressed peoples
and prompt a pathway to peace and stability for all.
Together, as a community we already work to contribute
towards a safer, fairer and more sustainable world.
Connecting the local with the Global in our lives and
communities releases the energy to keep the international
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David Oliver and Ruth Davies as she receives our gifts and
appreciation
flame burning.
Retirement of UNA Secretary: At our recent AGM our
celebrated secretary Ruth Davies retired from Office,
though thankfully not from the Association. Ruth is
so well known and respected across the Strettons as the
champion of the UNA that it is simply not possible to
replace her with one person. Thus, we have elected a team
for the 2015 year to take responsibility for carrying the
torch in Shropshire, though mainly in the town. Ruth
will always be a welcome participant and will likely go on
doing the championing much as before. After more than
20 years in UNA and a decade at least as secretary, she has
carried the increasing burden of the office long enough for
her own wellbeing.
We all owe much gratitude to Ruth for enabling the
branch to keep on and sometimes punch above its weight.
She is a highly significant leader who has a big heart for
the UN and made it so much a part of the life of the town.
Thank you Ruth and Ward for all you have given and
shared with us.
Noel Beattie
01694 725530

Trivia Answers
1. HUGHIE GREEN
2. ANCHOR
3. NAVEL (BELLY BUTTON)
4. PANORAMA
5. AMEN

21

12/12/2014 11:51

Stars in Your Skies

T

hanks to the hard work of Richard Hickman – a
National Trust volunteer at Carding Mill valley – the
Long Mynd was recognised and classified as a Dark
Sky Discovery Site during the end of August of this year.
A Dark Sky Discovery Site explains Richard, is an area
which experiences low light pollution and therefore has skies
dark enough at night for one to be able to spot a planet,
the Milky Way and other significant features in space. The
concept is a local initiative; anybody can nominate an area
to be awarded the status. As Richard enlightens, the UK
Dark Sky Discovery Partnership is a network of national
and local astronomy and environmental organisations,
who aim to engage people and encourage positive attitudes
towards science and the night sky. The main organisation
for the DSDA (Dark Site Discovery Association) is based in
Edinburgh.
The DSDA has created two darkness ratings to measure
a sky. Firstly, an “Orion” site is one where the seven main
stars in the winter constellation Orion are visible to the
naked eye; fundamentally, this means one can see these
stars away from bright street lights and traffic. The second
site is a “Milky Way” site – which Richard has validated
Carding Mill Valley to be. At these sites, planets and
the Milky Way are visible and these sites are only found
deep in the countryside. Pete Carty triggered Richard to
nominate the Long Mynd as a dark sky site, when he took
a group of volunteers and locals up onto the hill to observe
a rumoured meteor shower. Speaking to him this October,

URC Voice
Knowing and being Known

S

cience is the pursuit of knowledge. We
know a lot more than our predecessors
did, about almost everything. Our knowledge of the
universe has changed beyond recognition from what it
was say 200 years ago. The odd thing is - and the world is
full of paradoxes, that the more we know the more there
is to know. Every answer throws up more questions; every
solution provides more problems to be solved. So it seems
there will be no end to scientific enquiry!
Religion must always take note of what science discovers
so that it’s theology doesn’t get stuck in the past. Or, worse
still, in the realms of fantasy. Nevertheless, religion has it’s
own agenda and is not so much concerned with ‘what’ we
know as with the very nature of ‘knowing’ itself.
As human beings, we not only ‘know’, but we know
that we know! We can reflect on our capacity to reflect: and
therein lies a mystery as deep as the heavens are high for the
scientists to explore. Discovering who we are in the context
of an evolving universe, lies at the heart of the religious
quest; but science and religion should complement one and
another, for they are essentially in the same pursuit.
St. Paul, in that wonderful chapter 13 of First
Corinthians, aspires to know - as fully as he is already known.
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Richard commented on how he is extremely pleased with
the status he has achieved. It takes a long time to validate
that it is possible to see the Milky Way from in the valley,
as well as ensure that the areas are accessible and safe for
visitors. Richard desires to educate locals and youngsters in
astronomy; hoping to engage and inspire them, the same
way he is inspired by space.
Ultimately, we are all really pleased and grateful with
Richard’s hard work and dedication. There are only a
handful of places across the United Kingdom with the gift
of a dark sky, which Richard has brought into the limelight
here at Carding Mill. To celebrate his achievements, Richard
held an exhibition on the 6th of December in the tea room
of Carding Mill Valley. There were storyboards explaining
his project and the history of the organisation, alongside a
quiz and a look at the stars towards the end of the evening.
For more information on where to find dark sky areas
and general enquiries about the projects they run, visit the
DSDA website at http://www.darkskydiscovery.org.uk/.
The grid references for the approved sites are:
• Cross Dyke Car Park, Burway Rd: SO 437 943
• Pole Cottage: SO 412 937
• Shooting Box car park: SO 421 954
• Carding Mill Valley: SO 444 945
Emily Saunders
Volunteer

This experience of ‘being known’ is one we all have; it is part
of our self-conscious awareness. We can be known by our
family and friends - but it seems that there is more to it than
that. It can also happen at a much deeper level of our being
- and surprisingly, it is here that science is bounding along in
‘quantum leaps’, and making some exciting discoveries.
Not all, but many physicists are looking deeper into the
nature of the universe, and coming to the conclusion that
“consciousness is a property of creation at large, and not just
an aspect of human life”. They are coming to believe that
the universe itself is alive, and not just inert matter. That the
whole of creation is a living, self-creating organism-evolving
into some unknown future.
Is it unreasonable to think that we can be can ‘be
known by’ or ‘feel at home’ in this universe that has given
us birth-our Mother!? The experience of ‘being known’
implies a relationship with whatever or whoever it is that
knows you: and perhaps, in this case, a deeper relationship
than just being known by fellow human beings. If present
day religions could move into this ground-breaking area,
wrestling with such ideas, as Jacob wrestled with his God; it
could be a step into the next stage of our human evolution.
Those who are interested will find the book
Evolutionary Faith by Diarmuid O’Manchu, a truly exciting
read.
					 Donald Horsfall
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Church Stretton Stu
Out with the Old and in with the New

N

ew year, new start - that’s what they all say. I personally think that it is a bit of a cliché
- why should you wait until new year? If you want to make a change you should just
do it, shouldn’t you?
Every January, we all decide we are going to do something that will influence our lives in a
positive way, such as losing weight, giving up smoking or spending more time with friends and
family. There is no doubt that these are all great things to do, but only if you are prepared to
work hard to achieve them.
I am not trying to be negative, I’ve heard of plenty of people who have stuck to their
resolutions and seen a major improvement in their life. On the other hand, I’ve seen many
people who barely last a week and end up making then breaking the same resolution every year.
According to the Daily Mail, approximately 95% of Brits make a New Year’s resolution every
year and the top ten for 2012 included losing weight, getting fit and saving money. A study by
the Guardian revealed that 78% gave up by the end of January, and they put it down to people
taking a pessimistic attitude to doing something good. For example, if they were trying to eat
healthily then they would focus too much on all the things they could no longer eat, rather than
all the health benefits they would receive. They also said that people were going about their goals

A Different Kind of Christmas

O

nce again, it’s the most wonderful time of the year. The days are shorter, nights
are cooler and Halloween seems like a century ago! With Christmas shopping just
beginning, everyone around is stressed, anxious and disconnected, so have we lost the
Christmas spirit, I ask?! Is it that the twinkling lights have blinded us so much so that we have
lost sight of what the true meaning of Christmas really is.
Christmas is turning more and more materialistic every year. Yes, it’s a time to give and share
but I believe that we have become short sighted. We have that urge to please our loved ones and
spoil them with meaningless presents. Everyone has got too preoccupied with this gift hype that
we forget to really see the true meaning of Christmas and enjoy the one day for what it really is.
We love jolly old Santa, and reminisce with fondness on the ideas fed to us every year
in the name of goodwill and love, but economics always seem to play a part. Amused by the
thought of flying reindeer, hearts tugged at with sentimentalism, fantastic sales to improve
your Christmas spirit: can we with honesty still admit it’s true origin? It takes a great effort to
separate the truth from the materialism.
All the houses and shops in the whole of Church Stretton are full of beautiful twinkling
lights. You can’t miss the lights on the High Street and the Christmas tree in the square.
Although how many children look up from writing their Christmas lists to appreciate just how
beautiful Church Stretton is at Christmas and what the true meaning is all about.

My Hopes and Fears

A

sking someone to list their hopes and fears for the world is like asking a music magazine
to list the best bands ever, or asking a sports fan to name the best footballers of all
time. There will be several things which are always on the list, such as world peace,
curing cancer, or stopping poverty and famine. Many of these ideals are unobtainable; leftover
sentiments from the hippie era, mixed with ideas of the future taken from Science Fiction.
I didn’t want to do an outdated, feel good sermon about how we need to pull together as
a race and sort out all of the world’s problems. Humans as a species are so dysfunctional and
paranoid that I doubt in 10, 20 or even 100 years we will have solved any of the problems that
we face today and have faced throughout most of the 20th century. I instead decided to talk
about what I’d like to happen which would directly affect my own future, and what I could do
to change it.
The problem is I found this hard as well. I have ideas about what I want to do, but like
all of the future, nothing is set in stone. That’s because what I do have are ideas, not goals or
things to strive towards. I’ve never be the kind of person to plan out every detail of my life. If
I see something shiny or something to hide my true feelings behind I run to it. This is one of
the things I hope I can change. I don’t want to start planning things out. I’ll never keep things
completely in order, but I will try to let people know what I really think.
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on Student Journalists

R

eaders: What are your reactions to these articles?
Why not share them with other readers?
Email to editor@strettonfocus.org.uk

in the wrong way. You won’t lose weight by just sticking a ‘fat
picture’ on your fridge!
To be successful, it has been suggested that you should
break your ultimate goal into smaller, more attainable goals
and reward yourself at each stage. In my opinion, this is a great
idea; we all need something to keep us motivated from time to
time. No one wants to work their socks off for months and not
celebrate their achievements.
I think what I am trying to say is don’t set yourself up for
a fall. Make your goals realistic and treat yourself for small
successes. Obviously, I don’t mean that you should order a
takeaway after eating healthily for a whole week, but you could
buy yourself a new lipstick or go and do something that you
enjoy but don’t do very often. There is no reason that you
shouldn’t do well, but just take it one step at a time. If you
stumble and have a bad week, don’t tell yourself that you’ve

failed and give up. Everyone has bad weeks, we are only human!
However, maybe you’ve decided that this whole New Year’s
resolution thing is not for you after all, and I don’t blame you.
Perhaps you are happy with things as they are or you don’t feel
it’s the right time to make any major changes - and that’s fine.
As I said to begin with, if you want to do something, do it
when you want to, not when you feel you ought to.
In case you were wondering if I have made any resolutions
for this year, I have. Over 2014 I have seen and experienced
things which made me realise that I don’t always appreciate
how lucky I really am. As much as I try not to, I know I
do take some things for granted, so this year I want that to
change. Whether it’s just taking the time to say thank you or
giving something back to the local community, I plan to try
my best to acknowledge all the good things that happen to me,
no matter how small.
Sophie Burgoyne

Carol singers are a thing of the past. No longer do we
have visitors knocking on the door to spread joy and goodwill.
Rarely do I find younger children who know all the words to
traditional Christmas songs, such as ‘Good King Wenceslas’ or
‘Deck the halls’. Instead modern artists, such as Mariah Carey use
Christmas as a time to release new singles and make more money.
Is our future destined to have traditions and meanings forgotten?
Fictional characters such as Santa Clause, Frosty and
Rudolf the red nosed reindeer are no longer in children’s
imaginations or dreams; instead their dreams consist of the
new iPad, Xbox and PS3. Our minds have been preoccupied
by society and the media to carve a different definition of
Christmas, instead of excitingly anticipating the day itself, we
look forward to the new John Lewis advert and are thrilled by
the prospect of Iceland’s five bird roast for Christmas dinner.
We have lost touch with the magic and wonder, because of
all the stress and chaos that surrounds us today. It’s spiraling out
of control as people are hassled over what to buy for relatives and

friends. What to buy for people who have everything they need.
I know that this year, something is different, I have not
been impressed by the penguin on the John Lewis advert or bat
an eyelid over whether Waitrose or Lidl has the best Christmas
pudding for us to devour. Instead my mind trails back to last
summer when I was fortunate enough to visit a tribe in Borneo
and experience living with both adults and children who are
not consumed by a materialistic world. They appreciate the
real meaning to life, the things that really do matter: their
families, friends, religious beliefs and even caring for their whole
community. Isn’t this what Christmas is really about? This year we
should take time out from the Boxing Day sales to truly remember
what the glittery lights and presents are originally about.
On Christmas Day I will be reminded of the little girl
whose eyes lit up when I gave her an elastic band, the same
little girl who couldn’t stop smiling when I danced with
her, and the same girl that will spend Christmas hungry,
uneducated, with no presents to open.
Lauren Williams

My first fear, my main fear, is in terms of energy and our
resources. Since the Industrial Revolution the UK has been
powered through fossil fuels like no tomorrow. Coal, gas and
oil have a little under 80 years left before they run out, which
is my future. Distributing renewable energy sources to power
cars and house is so important because of its inexhaustibility. I
fear that we will all focus too strongly on running out of these
fuels which are already bad for the environment, rather than
being pro-active and distributing the renewable energy that
would benefit our climate.
I fear that my generation is becoming more and more
dependant on technology. My brother spends all of his spare
time on his computer, playing games like Minecraft and Goat
Simulator. To be clear, I am not worried that we are becoming
violent because of the rise of games. If anything, I think we
are one of the least violent generations, as we get all of our
anger out playing these games. Instead, I think we are losing

the ability to amuse ourselves, meaning we feel obliged to sit
down in front of a screen for hours on end, eating junk food
and shooting people online. The anonymity of online profiles
also means we forget how to interact with real life people.
We forget that using derogatory terms in normal public
conversation is unacceptable, and are labelled as ignorant or
racist by our parents and their generation, a stereotype that is
unfair in most cases.
However, I do feel that as a generation we want to make
life better for people. Most of my peers said that they worry
about poverty and starvation, saying they want to level the
playing field and give everyone a fair chance in life. If this is
true for everyone then hopefully when we get into power, then
we can try our hardest to make things better for everyone.
This is my ultimate dream, that we can at least try to make a
difference to the future of everyone else.
James Dawes
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National Theatre Live
comes to
Church Stretton

Holocaust Memorial Day 2015
Theme: Keep the Memory Alive

N

ational Theatre Live launched in June 2009
with a broadcast of the National Theatre
production of Phèdre with Helen Mirren. Since
then more than twenty other productions have been
broadcast live by satellite from the National Theatre.
These broadcasts have now been experienced by over
1.5 million people in 500 venues around the world,
including 250 in the UK. Though each live broadcast
is filmed in front of an audience in the theatre, cameras
are carefully positioned throughout the auditorium to
ensure that cinema audiences get the ‘best seat in the
house’ view of each production. Where these cameras
are placed is different for each broadcast, to make sure
that cinema audiences enjoy the best possible experience
every time. National Theatre Encore comprises showings
of a performance after the live date, allowing those who
were unable to make the original showing a chance to
catch up.
The ‘triangle’ of Church Stretton, Whitchurch
and Leominster has been selected to join the list of
venues, each hosting one LIVE and two ENCORE
performances in each cycle of three events. The
first LIVE showing in Church Stretton will be the
production of The Hard Problem on 16th April 2015.
Directed by Nicholas Hytner, it is Tom Stoppard’s
first play for the stage since Rock ’n’ Roll in 2006 and
his first for the National since his trilogy, The Coast of
Utopia, 2002.
Church Stretton School will be offering the
opportunity to savour a light meal. A bar will provide
refreshments before the showing and at the half time
interval. Numbered seats and tables will enable patrons
to enjoy the meal without rush, adding to a complete
theatrical experience.
The School will also host the NT ENCORE
showings of Behind the Beautiful Forevers (with Meera
Syal) on 26th March 2015 and Man and Superman
(with Ralph Fiennes) on 18th June 2015. Stretton Focus
will provide full details in the coming months.
Eric Brown

T

he HMD 2015 on 27th January is the 70th anniversary
of the relief of Auschwitz. There will be candles lit in
70 locations and we have been selected as one of them
in the Church Stretton remembrance. The South Shropshire
Inter Faith commemoration will include a speaker on The
Bosnian Genocide and a short commemoration. Many of
the Muslims so remembered for their courage were from The
Balkans; Albania and Bosnia in particular.
Righteous Muslims Exhibition
SSIF has secured an exhibition from ‘Faith Matters’ of
some 18 panels on the theme: Righteous Muslims. This
documents the saving of Jews from The Holocaust by
Muslims, substantially in Bosnia. The panels are in Shropshire
from 25th December till 15th February and during that period
will be available on loan to other locations in the area.
In all, Israel has named 70 - an interesting number given
this particular year, Muslims ‘Righteous Among the Nations’
– the official designation for gentiles who saved Jews in World
War II, although there are many other examples of heroism
not classed as ‘righteous’. But until five or six years ago,
their stories were barely known. According to Fiyaz Mughal
- Director of Faith Matters, this was because many of the
Muslim communities concerned relied on oral history, making
research difficult. The Israeli-Palestinian conflict also provided
an incentive on both sides to bury human-to-human contact.
“whosoever saves a single life saves the entire universe”
A quotation from both Muslim and Jewish scripture
The Righteous Muslim Panels
are booked to be in:
Much Wenlock School on 15th January
Montgomery Church from 18-24th January
Church Stretton Methodist Church 27th January
Shrewsbury Shirehall 2nd-4th February.
*In Church Stretton the HMD will happen over two days:
On 26th January there will be an Educational event during
the school day for the school only
On 27th, in the evening at 7.00 p.m: venue to be posted
in January
Keep the Memory Alive
Further Details from: Canon Noel Beattie 016954 725530

RSPB News
The South Shropshire Local Group of the RSPB has a programme of talks and walks throughout 2015.
Talks (including refreshments) are £1.50 to Local Group Members and £4 to Visitors. Under-18s half price
Walks are free
Coming up:
13th January – ‘The honey bee’ an illustrated talk by Paul Hand. 7.30pm at Culmington Village Hall
Enquiries: Alvin Botting 01547-540176
For further information visit our website
www.rspbsouthshropshire.co.uk
Trevor Halsey
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The Rev’d Carr’s Adventure
A Night in the Day of a Country Parson, 150 years ago.
The Reverend E Donald Carr, Woolstaston January 29th 1865

U

nusually, this is a story with a happy ending! This
month is the anniversary of Rev’d Carr’s trial of
endurance and survival on the Long Mynd one and
half centuries ago.
Hard as it is to believe, there are Strettonians (or more
correctly, Myndinians,) who have not read the personal
account penned by Woolstaston’s rector, regarding his
22 hours’ survival on the Long Mynd hills. There will be
survivors of the present emulatory Long
Mynd Hike who will say that they too
have survived an experience of similar
duration; but I have to say, this was
different. The Reverend gentleman,
returning over the hill from Ratlinghope’s
St Margaret’s church where he had
delivered his afternoon Sunday service,
endured a night in the open experiencing
a blizzard the likes of which had not been
seen since the ‘year of the Peace’. (This
would be 1814, London’s last Frost Fair
year. The term blizzard is not employed
by the Rector as it had yet to cross the
Atlantic.) It is arguable, whether such
winter conditions have been witnessed
here since. The snow and wind that night were exceptional
and followed days of previous heavy snow. The drifts which
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formed in the roadways were over twelve feet deep and took
many weeks to diminish. The drifts on the hills filled the
batches. It was in these white-out conditions that Rev’d Carr
was benighted on foot on his return journey across the hill,
pressing onwards with the intention to deliver his evening
service at his own church. He would lose his way, his gloves
and eventually his boots. He was fortunate not to have lost
his life. It was his experiences in Switzerland, his hundreds
of crossings of the Mynd, his instinct
for survival, and his sheer determination
which brought him through that night.
A document about the hill
Whilst the Rev’d Carr’s nightmare
was played out during an extraordinary
snowstorm, his account provides factual
material about the hill, which is not
to be found elsewhere: not least his
description of the wimberry pickers in
summer enjoying their tea in family
groups peppered across the hillside. It
also includes one of the few references to
the families living at the Carding Mill.
As an eyewitness account of the time, it
is reliable and unrivalled. Readers may
be interested to hear that earlier that week in Stretton, there
had been a pound-breaching incident which always caused
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great excitement, when a farmer illegally released a seized
animal; a hare-coursing meet had been held on the Long
Mynd courtesy of Mr Benson,
while the Penny Readings in
Stretton Town Hall were as
usual, crowded. Our hero’s
experience would be the
substance of later readings to
such gatherings.
The Victorians enjoyed
melodrama. They would
exaggerate and embellish
accounts to feed this appetite.
However, this is one story from 1865 which is a classic of
understatement. It is as fresh and appealing as the day it was
written. I know that there will be many Myndinians who would
agree and will have re-read this account many times; indeed,
some may have moved to live in the vicinity of the hill, inspired
by the Rector’s description. No doubt the story also played its
part in the acquisition of the hill a century later by the National
Trust who, too, will be celebrating its own anniversary year.
As they say today, the story went viral; caused, it has
to be said, by Rev’d Carr furnishing details in a letter sent
some days later on 4th February and published in The Times
newspaper. This was penned to correct the inaccuracies
which he had heard being related about his experience. On
February 10th when he had sufficiently recovered his sight
and feeling in his hands, a Thanksgiving Service was held
at Woolstaston at which the special Psalms selected were
XXIII, CIII, and CXXI: the lessons were first Isaiah XXV,
and second 2 Corinthians 1. Afterwards, the 30 search party
members from the two parishes enjoyed dinner together.
Some months later, Rev’d Carr was induced to record
in greater detail the events of that night. This was published
and sold widely, the proceeds being used in the restoration
of Woolstaston’s church of St Michael and All Angels.
Subsequently, this account has been reprinted many times

and in various editions, and is referred to in numerous
articles. Rev’d Carr would survive into the 20th Century,
to be outlived by his wife,
who would continue to live
at the Rectory where literary
pilgrims would wend their
way to visit the grand lady.
At this seasonal time, and
for those readers inspired to
re-enact the Rector’s journey
this anniversary year, it is
perhaps appropriate to adapt
a Shropshire toast, to be
enjoyed with a sip of brandy as carried by Rev’d Carr on
that fearful night: the toast is
‘All Friends Round The Mynd’, and a Happy New Year!’
Alan Brisbourne (brizzer1@hotmail.co.uk)
Footnotes:
1. It would be remiss of me to not record the death acknowledged
by Rev’d Carr of Mr Easthope, a journeyman shoemaker which
occurred on the Turnpike near Bridges on that fateful night.
2. The Reverend’s boots, as lost on his wanderings, were later
recovered from the snow and subsequently donated. They now
reside with the Shropshire Museum Service. It is hoped that they
will put in an appearance locally, during this anniversary year.
3. The most recent edition of Rev’d Carr’s account is currently
out of print, although one is available by print-on-demand in
the local Stretton bookshop. The Church Stretton town website
will carry the story
http://www.churchstretton.co.uk/Reverend-carr where it is
intended to have also an audio reading available for download,
together with links to any related National Trust events or services.
4. Not only was Rev’d Carr’s account reproduced in provincial
newspapers, it was copied into those of the colonies of the
Empire. Within the year, the Reverend’s survival was known
about on the Prairies of Canada, in the Jungles of Africa
and in the Outback of Australia. Only the great Church
Stretton Ghost story, two decades later would eclipse this local
illumination. (But reader, you will have to wait for that story!)

Recipe of the Month
Turkey Casserole

O

h ... that never ending turkey ... but this recipe is very good, simple, and might fuel a new interest
from the family in the turkey meat.

Ingredients :
3 oz. butter
2 tablespoons plain flour
5 fl.ozs single cream.
8 oz cooked turkey (diced)
8 oz. cheddar cheese (grated)
8 oz. dry stuffing mix
1 lb potatoes, cooked and mashed
Salt and freshly ground black pepper
Preheat the oven to 180C(350F)(Gas 4). Melt half the butter in a saucepan over a low heat, then stir in the flour until
thoroughly mixed. Slowly stir in the cream and 8 fl oz cold water. Season well with salt and pepper. Stir over a low heat for
5 minutes. Remove from heat. Put the turkey in a lightly greased baking dish. Pour the sauce over the turkey then sprinkle
with the grated cheese. Spread the mashed potato over the cheese. Melt the remaining butter and add to the stuffing mix,
then sprinkle the stuffing over the potato. Bake in the oven, uncovered, for 45 minutes. Serve hot with green vegetables.
Should serve six people generously.
A Happy New Year to you all.								“Her Ladyship”
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The Railway Through The
Strettons available again

T

his booklet first appeared in 2002 to celebrate the
150th anniversary of the opening of the railway line
through Church Stretton. By 2009 the last copy
had been sold but requests were still being received every so
often, and so the Rail Users’ Association committee decided
that a reprint would be worthwhile. At the same time the
opportunity could be taken to update the story to the
present day.
Since the
first printing, the
researches of the
Strettons Railway
Society have turned
up a number
of interesting
photographs of
the station and
goods yard and a
few of these have
been included in
the 2014 reprint.
The original text
has been revised
and extended to
bring the story of
the railway through
Church Stretton up
to date.

The Strummers and RNLI invite you to

SING OUR SONGS,

Saturday 31st January 2015
We shall join in the RNLI’s country-wide SOS events.
The Strummers will give us their usual cheerful music
and invite us to join in the singing
at the Church Stretton Club
to brighten up a winter’s evening
starting at 7.30 p.m.
Tickets £5.00 each including delicious refreshments.
Drinks available at the bar.
Tickets available from: John Thomas Florist; Brian
and Alison Bradley 722138;
Richard & Jill Turner Jones 724371
Please buy your tickets in advance if you can so that
we know how many people we are catering for.

The booklet is available for £5.00 at Burway Books.
Ian Dormor

A Quaker Voice

L

earning to use dropped handlebars on my
bike is taxing me at present. Suddenly my centre
of gravity has altered. I used to be able to trace a
firm line somewhere from my head, through the saddle,
down to the pedals. Now with my body in a different, less
upright position, there’s a variable centre from which any
arm or hand movements - like signalling, cause me to go
into ‘wobble mode’! So, what I do is grip tightly - very
tightly. That will make me safer won’t it? But it doesn’t.
The tension involved only seems to intensify the wobble! I
begin to realise that I need to ‘sit lightly’ rather than tightly,
and gain the confidence to know that a moving centre of
gravity need not be disastrous. To practice letting go...a bit
at a time.
These concerns have led me to consider whether ‘sitting
lightly’ has for me - as a Quaker a faith aspect too. I think
it has. ‘Sitting lightly’ relies on awareness, responding
minutely to changing conditions and constantly adjusting
to these: what’s often referred to as ‘living mindfully’ and ‘in
the moment’. I think it implies not getting too hooked or,
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gripping over tightly on any one way, form or expression,
and seeing through to the meaning often hidden by
language.
Somehow too, there’s an element of willingness to ‘have
a go’; to live our lives adventurously.
That centre of gravity needs to line up through the heart
as well as the head, a ‘still’ centre always present, regardless
of our activities.
Environmentally, if we ‘sit lightly’ we give consideration
to our impact on the earth and how we can translate this
into a ‘lighter’ living. I still need good points of contact
though, to support the body and mind. For me those
points of contact are: the regular support of a worshipping
community, Silent Worship, and the firm Quaker values
of Equality, Truth, Simplicity and Peace. Sitting lightly
shouldn’t mean falling off all the time. If or when I do, I
trust there will be good friends to help me get up!
Right, the sun’s out, the rain’s stopped. Bike awaits.
More important than any amount of theory is ‘just getting
out and doing it’!
					 Sandy Fairhurst.

January 2015

Stretton Focus

12/12/2014 11:51

Mayfair News
A ‘new you’ in 2015?

H

ave you made any New Year’s resolutions? Would
one of those be to take up some form of exercise?
If it is, Mayfair can help! We run a huge array of
courses for all abilities and ages throughout the week.
On Mondays, we run two Yoga sessions, at 5.15pm
and 7pm. Then on a Tuesday, we have the Zumba group at
10am. Followed by Yoga at 2pm and Bellydancing at 7pm.
Every Wednesday we have Stretch and Breathe or chairbased yoga at 10.30am, and then Pilates at 12 midday and
Strength and Conditioning with Teme Leisure at 2.30pm.
On Thursdays we have Extend at 9am and 10am, and
then on Friday we have two Tai Chi sessions at 9am and
10.30am.
If you’d like any further information about any of
our exercise classes pop in to Mayfair or call us on 01694
722077.
Daycare
Yet again 2014 was a very busy year in Daycare spent
with friends old and new. Different activities and outings
took place along with all the regular socials, coffee mornings
and celebrations of special events. A lovely holiday in
Llandudno was enjoyed in the autumn followed by a full
Christmas programme which commenced with a masked
ball on 1st December and ended on Christmas Eve. We
would like to thank everybody who has helped us and given
their time. If you feel as though you would like to join us
as a volunteer from time to time or on a regular basis please
call in and see Sam or Joy.
Are you a wordy whizz?
A group of scrabble players meet at Mayfair every
Monday morning at 10am in the café. New players are
always welcome, so come along and enjoy a friendly game.

As seen in December’s Focus - Win Lunch at Mayfair!
Each Wednesday in January, a pre-picked number
will be allocated to our café, and if your main meal is the
number allocated, it will be completely free of charge! To
be in with a chance to win lunch on us, come in between
12-2pm and place your order with our waitress, if your
order number is the ‘lucky number’, your main meal will be
free!
Don’t forget, our café is open Monday – Friday, serving
delicious hot meals from 12-2pm. Come and try one of our
delicious teacakes, with a hot drink, for only £1.85.
Saturday Breakfasts are back!
Suzanne Beattie and her wonderful team of volunteers
will be cooking breakfasts at Mayfair each Saturday from
January 10th for eight weeks. A varied and affordable
selection of breakfast treats will be on offer, and served from
9.30 – 11.30am, so pop the date on your calendar and come
and enjoy and lovely start to your day in a very friendly
environment.
‘The Fund Raising Team’ is busy putting together a
programme of events for 2015 and there will more details in
the February Focus when dates are finalised.
One date that is fixed is Saturday 7th March when we
will be holding a Rummage Sale at the Parish Rooms. We
would be grateful if you could save any suitable items for
us until nearer the date as our storage space is extremely
limited. Last year we were very fortunate to have offers from
local people, who organised different ways to raise money
for Mayfair. We are always happy to welcome new ideas and
will offer our support if required. Please speak to Alison
or any of the Fund Raising Team if you would like to help
Mayfair in the coming months.

Arts Alive live performance

Saturday February 14th 7.30pm, All Stretton Village Hall

Deb Newbold: Romeo and Juliet.
itting the Montagues against the Capulets, Debs catapults audiences into the torrid streets of Verona in an
unforgettable storytelling performance. With just voice, words and a charismatic stage presence, the whole world
of Romeo and Juliet is recreated by this spellbinding performer. Originally commissioned by Shakespeare’s Globe,
and a sell-out at the Hay Festival, this poignant and often hilarious re-telling immerses audiences both in Shakespeare’s
incomparable verse and the warm, poetic storytelling that is uniquely Debs’ own, showing why her performance has been
hailed ‘a masterful piece of verbal cinema’.
Tickets: 01694 723378 or catelatchford@hotmail.co.uk

P

Book Sale
Appeal for Storage facility

I

n order to ensure continuation of the Book Sale, run by
Rotary and Mayfair volunteers, we urgently need the use
of a storage area in which to keep and store books. Our
sales are twice a year and raise valuable funds for Mayfair. If
you know of a dry store, a garage or similar, that we could use
we would be delighted to hear from you.
Colin Macintyre 01694 723427
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Methodist Voice

M

y mother’s elegant German clock is
ticking away on our sideboard. It was presented to
her when she was married, and when it eventually
came to me its mainspring barrel had two cogs missing and
another had been repaired. My clock mender fitted a new
barrel, with all its cogs freshly cut, and the clock has worked
well ever since. One small tick at the right moment can take
you to another day or another year. We may reflect at the
New Year that the function of a clock is not to be the time,
but to measure it. Time itself cannot be fast or slow like a
clock may be; nor is it subject to broken parts, or needing
to be wound up. It is God’s good gift from creation, and far
precedes the written script which declares the evening and
the morning to be the first day.
This family of Churches takes a very positive view of
time and its use. We have moved some distance from the
Old Testament Preacher who famously wrote that there
is a time for everything, and seemed to resign himself to
what he adjudged dismally as its transience and uselessness;
its whole gamut of activity was but “a chasing after the
wind”. How different this was from the Christian’s Jesus,
whose time was his Father’s time, and who guarded his

use of it until he had finished the work that he had been
given to do. “Never be underemployed, never be triflingly
employed” John Wesley instructed his team of preachers.
We enter the New Year resolving that time is not our own;
that its use is not a tread-wheel in pointlessness; that there
is purpose for our days and years. The church has a Gospel
to proclaim, a Spirit to power it up, and a resurrection to
share. Governments and nations have work to do to create
“a safer, fairer and more sustainable world”. The precision
measurement of time, speed and distance, and the energy
expended in landing a probe on a comet has challenged our
perception of what scale of endeavour is yet needed “to bind
us together in love”.
Every day I hear the same melodious sound that my
clock gave to my mother and father and that I heard myself
in infancy. My wrist watch has a ten year battery, but my
clock needs weekly winding. I do it every Sunday morning,
and then go to be empowered in worship to use the time
without a sense of futility. Worship time with the God who
made time is time well spent
A Happy New Year from the Methodists to you all.
Ward Davies

Gardening in January

M

ake sure the indoor jobs are completed in the
greenhouse in readiness for seed sowing in the
next month or so. Seed trays and pots should be
sorted and disinfected with diluted Jeyes fluid. Greenhouse
glass should also be cleaned as light is so important for
growth. Stored dahlia and begonia tubers could possibly be
showing signs of growth and could be encouraged by a little
watering.
It will also be time to set new potatoes to chit, in frostfree but light situations.
There will no doubt be flowering bulbs in pots;
hyacinths and you may have amaryllis. They may be in
various stages of growth and need varying attention. Weak
liquid feed may be desirable to keep foliage going when
hyacinth blossom is over, and will be desirable to get the
best showing from amaryllis. Try to look after these bulbs
for next year’s sowing.
I expect you will have made good use of fleece and
bubble wrap to protect plants left outside or even in an
unheated greenhouse and it is well worth covering rhubarb
with a mulch of compost or manure, and place a box or
plastic tub over the crown to encourage the formation of
pink stems in the spring. Remember however, that crowns
which you have forced for this season, will need to be
scrapped and replaced for next year, or at least given a good
feed and mulch and not cropped for a season.
On Tuesday, 27th January we will hold our AGM
before the speaker, who will be Mark Paviour, talking about
‘The plant collections of William Lobb’.
Ron Dapling, Church Stretton & District Gardening Club
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SOS January Meeting
Michael Leach and ‘The Complete Owl’

T

he Church Stretton branch of the Shropshire
Ornithological Society is hosting internationallyrecognised wildlife photographer and author,
Michael Leach, presenting an illustrated talk entitled
‘The Complete Owl’ at its January meeting. Based on
Michael’s best-selling book of the same name, this talk
reveals resident British owls in folklore and fact; it looks
at barn owls and tawny owls, little owls and cat owls, and
the specialised techniques that help them hunt. It dispels
myths and reveals the realities of an owl’s life.
The talk is illustrated with dramatic high-speed
photographs of owls in flight. The talk will follow
a (very) short AGM. The meeting is Monday, 26th
January, 2015, at the Methodist Church Hall, Watling
Street, Church Stretton, starting at 7:30pm. Admission
is free to SOS members: non-members are very welcome
(admission £2, including refreshments).
John Arnfield
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School News
You Are Not Alone

O

n Sunday 12th October, Jack Leask and I, two Year 9
students from Church Stretton School, began our
WW1 centenary trip to Belgium and France. It
was our chance to remember the lost, to develop a deeper
understanding of the First World War, its scale and the
millions of lives lost.
Our first day in Belgium we visited the Lijssenthoek
Cemetery, the burial site of over 10,000 soldiers. I was
shocked to see so many gravestones. Even after being
prepared for the number, seeing the sea of white headstones
was breathtaking. Our guides told us a few specific and
humbling stories of soldiers that were mingled with the
earth.
It took some searching but we found the grave of John
William Tucker from Cardington. Jack laid a poppy for
him. Looking up and down the rows of graves, many had
nothing written on them; no one to remember them. Some
gravestones were simply inscribed with the words; “A soldier
of the Great War, known only to God.” It surprised me that
Germans had been buried alongside the English and French,
but “everyone is equal in death.”
That evening we went to the Menin Gate Memorial
for the last post. At eight o’clock a band started playing
and marched into the memorial. Following them were
two rows of soldiers; the first dressed smartly, the second
dressed for battle. Then a few words were spoken for the
54,000 unknown soldiers and wreaths were laid. After the
ceremony, Miss Sollars our history teacher, Jack and I went
to the resting place of the wreaths. We discovered many more
names on the back of the building and Miss Sollars found
the Shropshire Regiment - there were 549 names. Those
soldiers were just the ones who died in Ypres at a specific
time. Imagine how many men died from Shropshire overall.
Too many.
After crossing the border into France we travelled to the
Somme region. Here we visited Vimy Ridge where a huge
tactical victory was achieved after the disastrous Battle of the

Somme. Seeing the cratered land that surrounded preserved
trenches made the war seem more real. It amazed me that
the trenches were only 50 ft apart - close enough to have a
conversation with someone in the opposite trench.
On a beautiful clear morning, on the last day of our trip
we visited Tyne Cot Cemetery, the largest Commonwealth
War Grave Cemetery with 12,000 graves and a memorial
with 34,000 names. In the tranquil resting place we paid
our respects by laying a wreath on the grave of an unknown
soldier. Carved in the white rock with thousands of others
was the name of E H Overton, a soldier from Little
Stretton. He was the one we paid respects for on behalf of
his family who had probably been unable to.
This trip has shown me the damage of World War One
in a new light; numbers have had an image put to them;
stories, poems, films, have been brought to life; the meaning
of ‘brave’ shown in many thousands of names. We must
remember them and let the memory of their efforts live on.
“When you go home, tell them of us and say
for their tomorrow, we gave our today.”
Freya Wynne - Year 9 student

Hope House Fund Raising Lunch
Fancy An Alternative Sunday Lunch??
Fed Up With Turkey?

O

ur own local Round Table and Hope House have teamed up with Ali at the Jaipur to raise funds for the Hope
House Children’s Hospice. He is opening the restaurant especially for us on the afternoon of Sunday 18th
January for a ‘different’ Sunday lunch! 100 lucky guests will sit down to a “Jaipur special” meal (poppadums,
pickles, starter selection and main course selection) accompanied by music from our own well known local singer Kate
Jarvis (formerly Kate Lewis before she married and produced her own little starter family!) She is now performing again
and helping us to raise money for the children in Hope House. (Any unwanted Xmas presents will be welcomed as prizes
for a raffle!!)
Tickets are restricted to 100 – so don’t hang about! Available from Ian Price at Arden House (722020), the Jaipur
and the Hope House shop. A bargain at £15 per person!!
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W

Defibrillator Volunteers

e have received information from Ian Price who
is the current President of Church Stretton and
District Round Table in respect of a project they
are running to place a defibrillator (defib) in the town for
use by the public.
You will no doubt be aware of Round Table in Church
Stretton from the work they do going around the town
at Christmas with Father Christmas and support at other
events including firework night. Ian informs that money
collected from the community is being placed back in the
community in respect of the defib project.
The unit is due to be placed next to the Midcounties
Co-operative cash machine.
We asked Ian to inform us on how the process works
and what would be expected from volunteers, please see his
comments below
What does it look like and how does the process work?
The unit is placed in an agreed position and locked via a

pin code. An electricity supply will run a small heater in
the winter to keep the unit warm. Volunteers are gained

via a campaign (Focus, Email, News Letter) and trained by
West Midlands Ambulance Service at no cost on a Saturday
morning across four hours.
In the event of someone in the town suffering a
cardiac arrest and the ambulance service receiving a 999
call, a telephone cascade system will be deployed. This
automatically starts to call all volunteers while an emergency
blue-light ambulance service vehicle is en-route. The
volunteers called by this system will be informed of an
incident and asked if they are able to attend. If they unable
to attend for any reason they press 1 and the cascade system
continues to ring numbers at a rapid rate. I’m told of the
many units in Shropshire, some of which are in remote area,
the longest ever time recorded for a response is 17 seconds!
When a volunteer is able to respond, they are informed of
the incident location and will pick up the defib unit. All
volunteers are covered by NHS insurance whilst supporting
incidents and all are CRB checked.
The unit gives verbal instructions and pads are placed
on the torso, if it’s not appropriate to proceed the operator
is asked to stop. It can be run without any experience albeit
all our volunteers will be trained.
Those interested are asked to contact Ian Price
(number below) in the first instance who will share more
information.
Ian Price
01694 722020

Galleon Competition Winner

A

galleon, made with over 30,000 matchsticks by an
inmate at HMP Oakwood near Wolverhampton,
was won by 8-year-old Laura Brian of Church
Stretton, who correctly guessed its name ‘Dash’. The
competition was organised by Shrewsbury Prison
Fellowship Group to raise funds for the ‘Angel Tree’
project, which provides Christmas presents for children
with a parent in prison at Christmas. The galleon was
given by the inmate to Doug Grounds, a voluntary
chaplain at Oakwood, and leader of the group because he
wanted “to give something back to society”. At £1 a guess
from the 256 names available, that should have been the
sum raised, but generous donations meant that the total
in fact was £441 - sufficient to pay for around 30 presents.
Shrewsbury PF group is providing 80 gifts, shared
between Oakwood and HMP Dovegate near Uttoxeter.
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Colin’s Comment

A

Where Sheep Graze, Can the Developer Be Far Behind?

s I stood on the platform at Ashchurch for
Tewkesbury Station I had what literary folk may
describe as ‘a stream of consciousness’ moment.
It occurred as I recalled that I was born about a mile
from that platform, on a farm at Northway, on the outskirts
of Tewkesbury, after my mother had wisely and to my
benefit decided she would produce me as far as possible from
Hitler’s London-bound bombs at the start of World War 2.
Now, 70 plus years later, I’m reminded that for almost
30 years I have lived in a lane at All Stretton where my
garden backs onto Old Hall Farm - a property recently
purchased by the same farmer who wishes to see land he also
owns at New House Farm, Cwms Lane, Church Stretton,
developed by Morris Property, of Welsh Bridge, Shrewsbury.
Morris Property want to build 85 houses - 40 with 2-3
bedrooms and 45 with 4-6 bedrooms - with 16 log cabins
at New House Farm, on the slopes of Caer Caradoc, and
have submitted their new outline plans after seeing a first
shot failing to be included in Shropshire Council’s blueprint
for the future - the Site Allocations and Management of
Development (SAMDev) exercise.
A public outcry backed by Church Stretton Town
Council persuaded Shropshire Council to exclude New House
Farm from its SAMDev, but those who think they know
what’s best for Church Stretton - and believe me, they do have submitted a new application, which has to be treated
completely separately and considered on its own merits.
Morris Property, and implicitly their farmer client,
has done nothing to court community support this time
around, describing how “the actual involvement by the
community has been one of contradiction, obstruction and
objection” and that the Town Council has preferred “to
uphold the views of the vociferous objection lobby”.
As Lance Corporal and butcher Jack Jones reminded
Captain Mainwaring: “They don’t like it up ‘em!”.

Our friends from Welsh Bridge describe how the
“unreasonable and inconsistent decision making” of those
who voted to exclude the first New House Farm plans
from Shropshire’s future “is in complete contrast to the
professional and objective consideration of the future
development of Church Stretton by the officers of the
council”.
But this is to ignore the fact that our councillors are elected
by the community to represent its views, and that council
planning officers are unelected servants of said councillors.
Professional they may be, but they are paid to give advice, and
then carry out the wishes of the elected councillors.
In addition to taking a dim view of the democratic
opposition to their plans, the developers have included only
17 of their desired total of 85 houses under the heading of
“affordable”, which they say is “a significant number” – a
description with which we can agree in that it’s significantly
lower than it should be.
The proposed development’s Travel Plan includes a new
junction on the dreaded A49, and claims the site “is within
walking and cycling distance of the educational, leisure,
retail, health and employment facilities and services within
the town, without the need to use the private car”.
So here’s the vision. Owners of the 85 houses, and
holiday tenants of the 14 log cabins, toddle off to town for
a pint of milk, take a day class at the Mayfair Centre or visit
a Church Stretton doctor, either walking or cycling as they
add what they developers estimate will be £1.09 million to
the local economy.
One shouldn’t be too cynical, but as the American
economist Anthony Downs once noted: “In Houston, a
person walking is someone on his way to his car”, and looking
to the future, where the farmer presently grazes his sheep at
Old House Farm, can Morris Property be far behind?
Happy New Year, dear Reader!

Stretton Climate Care

F

The Battle is over but who won?

or the past three years residents on the three roads
of the Battlefield Estate, Church Stretton have been
competing to see which road could take the most
energy saving measures – from installing Photovoltaic
Panels, changing to a lower emissions car, buying a water
butt, installing another energy saving bulb, topping up
loft insulation etc etc. Each measure, however simple or
advanced has earned one point and the competition is now
closed. The points are in…which road won?
The winning road will be announced at a party for the
participating residents at the Methodist Church hall on
Saturday 24th January 2015 from 3.00 – 5.00pm.
The three year competition, organised by Stretton
Climate Care, has seen street reps urging their fellow
residents to take energy saving very seriously. They have
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been cajoled and treated to sticky buns at coffee mornings.
They have visited each other’s homes where ideas have been
swapped and the points have been mounting up.
Virtually every resident took part and Battlefield
should be proud of their energy saving achievements.
Between the three roads, 629 energy efficient measures
have been made.
The winning road is…that would be telling…even the
residents won’t know until the party. Don’t forget to return
your booking slip so we know how many are coming.
Just a thought. How many energy saving measures has
the reader taken over the past three years?
Jon Cooke
Publicity Officer
Stretton Climate Care
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Silvester Horne Institute Events - January to March 2015
Saturday 3rd January - A
Special Start for the New Year
The Great British Isles Gala
Concert - 7.30 pm Ludlow
Concert Band
Tickets £10- including glass of
local wine and a Shrewsbury
Biscuit are available from John
Thomas Florist, Burway Books,
or CSTC office. Supporting
Help for Heroes and Stretton
Community Events 2015.
Friday Night At The Horne
(FRINATH)
Friday 30th January
A big welcome for the famous
Houghton Weavers. This English
Folk Band, formed in 1975 in
Westhoughton, near Bolton have
a huge following in Lancashire,
as well as fan clubs in different parts of the world and
have appeared recently in Shrewsbury. The current
band members are: David Littler -acoustic guitar, banjo,
mandolin, ukulele, bouzouki, piano accordion and vocals,
Steve Millington -bass guitar, keyboard and vocals, and
Tony Berry -lead vocalist.
They sing mainly English Folk music, much of it
in the Lancashire dialect and cover an eclectic range of
song subjects including ‘The Blackpool Belle’,’Uncle Joes
Mint Balls’ and ‘Match Stick Men and Matchstick Cats
and Dogs’ -a biographical song about the paintings of
L.S.Lowry.
They have been on BBC TV as well as Radio 2 and
they will be bringing their style of easy listening music and
comedy to the ‘Horne’ for an enjoyable evening. You can
hear some of their music on the internet.
Tickets are £10 and will be available from Burway
Books, John Thomas Florist and CSTC offices.

Friday 20th February- Miss Maud’s Folly
Friday 13th March- Rob Herron and the Tea Pad
Orchestra
Thank you for your support. We seek to bring you an
interesting and varied programme, staffed by volunteers
and any profits made goes to the SHI Charity to improve
and maintain the ‘Horne’.
For more information please telephone 01694 720132
					
Mike Walker

Engaging Issues
6th January ‘Prisoners and Human Rights’ with Peter
Pack (Amnesty)
When should prisoners have the right to vote?
Different European countries have very different
approaches, and the issue is controversial in the UK. Peter
will consider recent judgments by the European Court of
Human Rights and discuss some of the principles we should
take into account when making up our own minds on the
matter.
Peter Pack is a long-standing member of Amnesty
International. He has served as Chairman of the
International Executive Committee, and is currently on the
UK Section’s Governance Taskforce.
20th January ‘It’s democracy, Clem but not as we
knew it’: Democratic participation and accountability in
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contemporary UK politics
with Dr Stuart Wilks-Heeg
(University of Liverpool)
who explores whether the
UK has become more, or less, democratic since the 1940s
and ponders what the politicians of the immediate postwar period might make of modern British democracy.
Dr Stuart Wilks-Heeg is Senior Lecturer in Social Policy
at the University of Liverpool. He took a lead role in the
2012 Democratic Audit of the UK.
More Details on these two events from David Howard
01694 722904
Both events start at 7:30pm in the URC building on
the High Street, the full programme is available from Dave
Griffin on 01588 672640
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Focus on Faith
The Joy of the Gospel

P

ope Francis in his Apostolic Exhortation, Evangelii
Gaudium (the Joy of the Gospel) asks us to spread the
good news of the Christian message with a renewed
sense of joy and hope. For it is good news and it does
bring joy into the lives of believers. The books of the Old
Testament predicted that the joy of salvation would abound
with the coming of Jesus. “Shout aloud and sing for joy”,
says Isaiah 12/6. And the prophet Zephaniah says, “The
Lord your God is in your midst, a warrior who gives you the
victory, he will rejoice over you with gladness” 3/17.
The Gospels constantly invite us to rejoice. “Rejoice”,
is the angel’s greeting to Mary, Luke1/28, and Mary in her
visit to her cousin Elizabeth proclaims, “My spirit rejoices in
God my Saviour”, Luke 1/47.
And Jesus himself says in John 15/11, “I have said these
things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your
joy may be complete”. He said these words before he went
to his passion and death. And to help prepare his followers
for this he said, “You will be sorrowful but your sorrow will
turn to joy” Jn. 16/20. Then the disciples ‘rejoiced’ at the
sight of the risen Christ Jn. 20/20. We read in Acts that even
amid persecution his followers continued to be “filled with
joy” 13/52.

S

We have taken on the mission of those first evangelizers
Mt. 28/19, “Go and make disciples of all nations. And
know that I am with you always, yes, to the end of time”.
We may have difficulties and problems in life but as long
as we have the light of faith to guide us, and that is a
person, Jesus Christ, who is love, then we will succeed
in overcoming them. The joy comes from knowing that
we are infinitely loved. Pope Francis says, “Thanks to
this encounter with God’s love, which blossoms into an
enriching friendship, we are liberated from our narrowness
and self-absorption. Knowing that this love restores meaning
to our lives, how can we fail to share this love with others”?
The joy of the Gospel is for all people: no one can
be excluded. This is what the angel proclaimed to the
shepherds in Bethlehem: “Be not afraid; for behold I bring
you good news of a great joy which will come to all the
people” Luke 2/10.
At the beginning of a new year we should lift up our
hearts and with renewed confidence live our lives with joy
and hope in the knowledge that Jesus our Saviour is with us
on our journey through life.
Fr Ambrose

Village Hall Grant

tretton Focus has supported an essential part of the
social and cultural provision of our community by
giving a grant to part cover maintenance work at
Little Stretton Village Hall and for this the Management
Committee is very grateful. The hall is well used by a wide
range of groups and clubs for activities from Dorrington
Players and Grassroots Theatre play rehearsals to hill
running. The harvest suppers and Christmas events are very
well attended and draw the community together but the
cost of maintaining our old building is significant. Without
the support of generous organisations such as the Stretton
Focus the task would be even more difficult.
The grant was spent on repairing areas of plaster on one
end of the building which had threatened to fall away from
the brickwork.
Martyn Price and his son Andrew, our excellent
village builders, undertook the work as can be seen in this
photograph.
Their efforts have ensured that the hall is ready for use
throughout Christmas and the New Year when it will be
put to a wide range of uses.
The hall has the advantage of being small which
for small groups or family party use makes it ideal. The
kitchen has recently been modernised and we are able to
keep booking charges to £7.50 per morning, afternoon or
evening session including heating and lighting. Bookings
can be made on 01694 723627.
Thank you again Stretton Focus.
					
Dr D.T.Haigh
			
Chair of Management Committee
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‘MORNING AFTER’
CHURCH STRETTON’S
NEW YEAR’S DAY
CHARITY WALK/RUN

Welcome in the NEW YEAR and join
mums, dads, kids, walkers and runners
on the fourteenth popular ‘Morning
After’ charity event

Thursday 1st January 2015. Starts at 11.00 am.
Registration at the Social Club from 9.30am.
PLEASE REGISTER EARLY TO AVOID THE QUEUES.
Entry fees are £5.00 for individual runners/walkers, juniors £2 and £8.00
for families.

So come on and join like-minded
people in this local challenge to
complete a three mile walk/stroll or
five mile run on the edges of the Long
Mynd returning for a cup of hot soup
and roll in Church Stretton Social
Club, Essex Road
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Methodist Covenant Service

A

t some time during the year most Methodist
Churches hold an annual Covenant Service.
In Church Stretton we usually hold ours on the first
Sunday of the new calendar year so in 2015 it will be held
at 10.30am on 4th January and it will be led by our own
minister Rev. Hazel Ratcliffe. It is a very special service as it
dates back to John Wesley’s time and in it we, as individuals
and a faith community, renew our covenant relationship
with God. We acknowledge that God is always ready to
pour out His love upon us, whether or not we deserve it,
and with thankfulness we can respond with our love and
accept His forgiveness and help to become the people He

wants us to be. During the Covenant Service we accept ‘the
call to love and serve God in all our life and work’ and give
ourselves to Him again ‘trusting in His promises and relying
on His grace’. The covenant part of the service is followed
by the Lord’s Supper (Holy Communion). Anyone of any
denomination or none is welcome to join us for this, often
moving, service.
Open for Reflection
On Saturday, 10th January from 10.30am to 12noon
the Methodist Church will be open for quiet reflection or
prayer with coffee/tea and chat in the hall
Ann Cooke

Knit & Natters do it again

M

embers of the Ley Garden Knit &
Natters Group held their annual
sale in early November.
Throughout the year they meet every
Monday afternoon where they have a good
old natter whilst knitting, creating items of
clothing, blankets and soft toys, using gifted wool for the
sale and to order.
These items along with a tombola, preserves, entry fee
and refreshments helped to raise over £900 this year.
Over the past 4 years this little group has raised over
£2,500 which they donate to local charities supporting
some of the services that they all rely on.
Anyone wishing to join the group or would like to
commission an item please contact Dawn Longmore
Housing Support Officer on 722328.

Photograph: Malcolm Hoad, Long Mynd Adventure Camp
(top left), Kathy Thirkettle, Good Neighbours (top right)
Jean Maddox, Church Stretton Care & Support( bottom
left) Lylla Woodger group member (bottom right) made the
donation.
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Community Council News
New Hearing Hub comes to Shrewsbury
hropshire Rural Community Council has recently
joined forces with international charity Signal,
Shropshire Council, NHS Audiology and Links
Cafe to create a one-stop Hub for people with hearing loss,
in the Riverside shopping centre in Shrewsbury.
The aim is to bring together as many hearing related
services as possible under one roof. Services include hearing
tests, assistive device, information and support in both
speech and sign language, and signposting to other services.
Shropshire RCC volunteers are on hand to offer the same
individual support they have always offered, in an easily
accessible, town centre location. An on-site cafe adds to the
informal, relaxed atmosphere.

S

Queen’s Award for Voluntary Service
Now is the time to be thinking about nominating a
group for the Queen’s Award for Voluntary Service, which
will be announced on 2nd June 2015.
This is the highest award given to volunteer groups
across the UK to recognise outstanding work done in their
communities. Winners receive a certificate signed by the
Queen and a domed glass crystal and may also be invited to
attend a royal garden party.
Any group of two or more people doing volunteering
work can be nominated for the award. Volunteer groups
should have been running for three years or more to be
eligible. For more see www.gov.uk/queens-award-forvoluntary-service

Pride of Place
Sweepers/Litterpickers

T

he 21 volunteers continued with
their monthly Sunday morning sweeps and litter
picks during 2014 and we would like to thank Chris
Bland at the Acorn Wholefood Cafe, Diane Chadwick at
Jemima’s Kitchen, HF Holidays at the Longmynd Hotel and
Alan Garner of Secret Hills Walking Holidays for generously
sponsoring the cost of breakfasts for the group during the
year. Chris is retiring from the Acorn and Diane at Jemima’s
Kitchen is busy with B&B customers at Victoria House so
we need some new sponsors for 2015. If any business (you
don’t have to be a cafe) would like to sponsor a breakfast
for the group it would be greatly appreciated. For more
information please ring Trevor on 01694 724268.
Station Gardeners
The seven volunteers continue to maintain the station
gardens which give such a good impression of the town to
people arriving by train. They meet on a Monday morning
for a couple of hours (weather permitting). If anyone
would like to join the ‘Station Gardeners’ please ring Paul
on 01694 723022 for further information. No specialist
knowledge is required, just enthusiasm. During the year we
received donations of £50 each from the Church Stretton &
District Rail Users Association and Stretton Climate Care
towards the cost of plants and shrubs.

Amnesty Ceilidh
Friday 27th February at Silvester Horne
Institute

C

eilidh with The Compost Band. Back due to
popular demand! The Amnesty group are once
again hosting a Ceilidh. Come along to join in
the dancing, and enjoy the traditional Gaelic tunes from
the Compost Band – sure to get your feet tapping. A
hot supper will be served.
Further details to follow, or ring Liz Knowles
01694 720175.

Bulb Planting
In November and December, six of our volunteers
assisted by two members of the National Trust volunteer
group planted five sacks of daffodil bulbs at four locations
around the town. The results should be seen in the Spring.
Trevor Halsey
Pride of Place Team
Church Stretton Area Tourism Group
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Paul E. Stephens
Property Consultants Chartered Surveyors
RICS Homebuyer Surveys
Valuations
Planning and development
WOODNALL, ALL STRETTON, SHROPSHIRE SY6 6JP

Phone: 07837 322172/01694 723891
Fax: 01694 723741
Email: paul@woodnall.co.uk

BATHROOMS-KITCHENS-EXTENSIONS-REFURBISHMENTS
FREE ESTIMATES
FOR ALL OF YOUR HOME REPAIR AND UPGRADES
PLEASE CALL DAVE ON
Phone: 01694 771399 Mobile: 07977 821544.
E-mail: dave@absolute-construction.org.uk

A. S. MORRIS & SON

Sandford Avenue, Church Stretton
Please note that we will no longer be operating a
taxi service after 28th February, 2015.
However, we will continue to serve the families of
Church Stretton and its surrounding area as
Funeral Directors and assure you of our continued
support and care at all times.
The telephone number for this service will remain
01694 722876
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