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Stretton Focus Website

2 Monday

Swimming at Ludlow

Travel to Ludlow pool with Mayfair’s Ring
& Ride, for a 30-45 minute swim. Cost: £4
return, plus swim cost
10.45am Meet at Mayfair 722077

Ley Gardens Knit & Natter Group
Would-be knitters welcomed.
Details from: 722328
2.30pm Ley Gardens, Lawley Close

Christian Meditation Group: Monday
Experience the practice of Christian
Meditation in a small group. No charge.
Contact John Dennison: 722599
7.30pm Home of John Dennison

Flicks in the Sticks Church Stretton
‘Hidden Figures’ (PG) RT: 127 minutes
Tickets £4 adults, £2 under 18s
Refreshments, ample parking.
7.30pm CS School 724330

3 Tuesday – 28 Saturday

Photography Exhibition at CS Library
Work by the Long Mynd Camera Club

3 Tuesday

Tuesday Club

Relaxed, friendly group for those who enjoy
companionship. Eileen: 720086
10am-3pm URC Hall

Rhyme Time: fun, songs, stories and
rhymes
For children under 3 years of age.
10.30-11am CS Library

U3A Writers Group 2
2-4pm CS Library

Longmynd Hike 2016,
Stiperstones checkpoint

is normally the first Monday of the month.
For the November issue it is Monday 2nd
October (12 noon).
For the December issue it will be Monday 6th
November.
The November Stretton Focus will be
distributed on Friday 27th October.

© 2017 Stretton Focus Limited
Registration No. 6237590 Inc in England
Registered Office: 8 High Street,
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the Strettons in October
meetings of societies and groups, please see the list of contacts in the yellow pages.
Christian Meditation Group: Tuesday
Experience the practice of Christian
Meditation in a small group. No charge.
Contact John Dennison: 722599
2.15pm Home of John Dennison

CS Methodist Network Group
Rev Hazel Ratcliffe
2.30pm CS Methodist Hall

Drop-In Craft Session

Knit, crochet, felt, weave, spin etc.
Enjoy coffee and chat and get expert help if
you need it. Contact: 724041
4.30-6.30pm Coco Shop, High St

Stitchin’ Time

Enjoy knitting, crochet, sewing etc? Come
to our relaxed friendly handicraft group. All
abilities welcomed.
Enquiries to Margaret: 720348
5-7pm Housmans, High Street, CS

Yoga at CS Library

6-7.15pm and 7.30-8.45pm

Engaging Issues Talks 2017-2018

New series starts with Jean Jarvis: ‘The
Rise and Rise of the Social Enterprise’ All
welcome – a small charge of £3 is politely
requested to cover expenses. Enquiries to
Dave: 01588 672640
7.30pm URC

4 Wednesday

Subject to police duties/incidents
2-3pm Mayfair

C.A.M.E.O. meeting

Guest speaker Christine Coleman:
‘The Illuminate Story’
Contact: Margaret Mercer: 720131
2.30pm Parish Centre

Strettondale PPG

Annual Open Evening
All welcome. 7pm SHI

Long Mynd Camera Club

Paddy Ruske: ‘Black Light’
Demo/practical evening, photographing
transparent objects.
www.longmyndcameraclub.co.uk
7.30pm URC Hall

Shropshire Wildlife Trust, Strettons
Branch
Malcolm Monie: ‘Water Voles’
Members £2, non-members £3
Info from Wally Blake: 724040
7.30pm Methodist Church Hall

5 Thursday

Stretton Climate Care Energy Advice
Drop-in session, every Thursday.
Info from Jon Cooke: 723205
10am-12 noon HWBC

Knit and Natter on Thursdays

U3A Classical Music Talks

All are welcome to attend these informative
and entertaining sessions.
Contact Barbara Hall: 724578
10.15am-12 noon Mayfair

Book Signing at Burway Books

Mike and John Hayward sign copies of their
book ‘A Year in Shropshire’
Info from Ros: 723388
11am-1pm Burway Books

CS Library Reading Group

P.A.C.T. Police Surgery

Friendly, informal book group, meeting on
the 1st Wednesday of the month
Enquiries to Felicity: 724657
2-4pm CS Library

Long-established group, new members of
any ability welcomed. Info from Liz Strachan,
on 07971 289273
10.30am-12noon Berry’s Coffee House

Stretton Traidcraft

Fairtrade goods for sale
10.30am-1pm Mayfair

Church Stretton Bridge Club

Info from Dom on 723128 or website:
www.bridgewebs.com/churchstretton
1-5pm All Stretton VH

Interdenominational Communion Service
First Thursday of every month.
Local clergy take turns to conduct the
service. All welcome.
1.45-2.15pm Jubilee Room, Mayfair

National Theatre Live: ‘Hamlet’
Tickets: £12 adults, £6 under 18s
Refreshments. Enquiries: 722209
7pm CS School

Stretton Community Singers

Open to all who love singing.
Every Thursday. £5 sub
Enquiries: Kate Buttolph 720358
7-9pm Activity Room, Mayfair

6 Friday

CS Country Market

Local fresh baking and produce, plus a wide
selection of hand crafted items.
Info from Anne: 722970
8.30am-12noon Mayfair

U3A Reading Group
2-4pm CS Library

Walking Football (played indoors)
Community Project for over 55s
Contact Ken: 328514
4.30-5.30pm CS School Gym

7 Saturday

’Flu Clinic – for eligible patients
9am-12 noon Medical Centre

50th Annual 50 Mile Long Mynd Hike
1pm Non-competitors can watch the start
of the hike, at Old Cardington Lane, Watling
Street North

Local & Family History Session

Let our history volunteers guide you in
your local & history research. Free internet
access to Ancestry.
1-4pm CS Library

Continued overleaf...

If you submit articles to Focus by e-mail, you should always get an acknowledgement.
If you don’t get a response within 24 hours, please phone an editor!
Stretton Focus

October 2017

3

What’s On continued
Quiz Night with Ken Willis

In aid of ‘Stroke and Care Group’
Cost: £4 per person
7 for 7.30pm CS&DC

9 Monday

Swimming at Ludlow

Travel to Ludlow pool with Mayfair’s Ring
& Ride, for a 30-45 minute swim. Cost: £4
return, plus swim cost
10.45am Meet at Mayfair 722077

Mayfair Talk

Sharon Jones, Clinical Nurse Specialist, from
Severn Hospice.
2-3pm Mayfair

Ley Gardens Knit & Natter Group
Would-be knitters welcomed.
Details from: 722328
2.30pm Ley Gardens, Lawley Close

Stretton & Shropshire Cancer Care
Guest speaker is Janet Radford, from
Confide Counselling Service.
Followed by a social tea in the café.
Contact Roger Wilson: 722123
2.30pm Jubliee Room, Mayfair

Christian Meditation Group: Monday
Experience the practice of Christian
Meditation in a small group. No charge.
Contact John Dennison: 722599
7.30pm Home of John Dennison

Eaton-under-H & Hope Bowdler W I

Guest speaker John Swift of Swift’s Bakers:
‘A Family History of Baking’
Contact: Alex Freeland 722532
7.30pm Hope Bowdler VH

10 Tuesday

CS & District Gardening Club Trip
To Llanover Gardens, Abergavenny
Enquiries to Evelyn Dapling: 723648

Tuesday Club

Relaxed, friendly group for those who enjoy
companionship. Eileen: 720086
10am-3pm URC Hall

Rhyme Time: fun, songs, stories and
rhymes
For children under 3 years of age.
10.30-11am CS Library

Christian Meditation Group: Tuesday
Experience the practice of Christian
Meditation in a small group. No charge.
Contact John Dennison: 722599
2.15pm Home of John Dennison

4

Drop-In Craft Session

Knit and Natter on Thursdays

Stitchin’ Time

Stretton Traidcraft

Knit, crochet, felt, weave, spin etc.
Enjoy coffee and chat and get expert help if
you need it. Contact: 724041
4.30-6.30pm Coco Shop, High St
Enjoy knitting, crochet, sewing etc? Come
to our relaxed friendly handicraft group. All
abilities welcomed.
Enquiries to Margaret: 720348
5-7pm Housmans, High Street, CS

Yoga at CS Library

6-7.15pm and 7.30-8.45pm

RSPB South Shropshire Local Group

Illustrated talk by Simon Cooter: ‘Wildlife of
the Stiperstones’
Enquiries to Carol: 07807 068304
www.rspbsouthshropshire.co.uk
7.30pm Culmington VH, SY8 2DA

11 Wednesday

CS Methodist Network Group

The Shropshire Strummers entertain
2.30pm CS Methodist Hall

Royal Shakespeare Company Live
‘Coriolanus’
Tickets: £12 adults, £6 juniors
Refreshments. Enquiries: 722209
7pm CS School

Amnesty International Group Meeting

Friendly group, campaigning and supporting
Human Rights worldwide
Details from Barbara Parnell: 720040
7.30pm SHI

Flicks in the Sticks Hope Bowdler
‘Lion’ Cert PG 13
RT: 118 minutes. Tickets: £4
Home-made cakes during the interval.
7.30pm Hope Bowdler VH

Tree Group Annual Meeting

Two themes: ‘Sustainable Woodfuel’ and
‘Tree Protection Issues’
Members £1, non-members £3
7.30pm Methodist Church Hall

12 Thursday

Stretton Climate Care Energy Advice
Drop-in session, every Thursday.
Info from Jon Cooke: 723205
10am-12 noon HWBC

Long-established group, new members of
any ability welcomed. Info from Liz Strachan,
on 07971 289273
10.30am-12noon Berry’s Coffee House
Fairtrade goods for sale
10.30am-1pm Mayfair

Church Stretton Bridge Club

Info from Dom on 723128 or website:
www.bridgewebs.com/churchstretton
1-5pm All Stretton VH

Local & Family History Session

Let our history volunteers guide you in
your local & history research. Free internet
access to Ancestry.
1-4pm CS Library

Stretton Community Singers

Open to all who love singing.
Every Thursday. £5 sub
Enquiries: Kate Buttolph 720358
7-9pm Activity Room, Mayfair

CS WI: Marmaladies

‘Miss Rampant Rapunzel’ Burlesque
marmaladieswi@gmail.com
7.30pm CS& District Club

Neighbourhood Watch Meeting
All are welcome to attend.
7.30pm Parish Centre

13 Friday

CS Country Market

Local fresh baking and produce, plus a wide
selection of hand crafted items.
Info from Anne: 722970
8.30am-12noon Mayfair

U3A Writers Group 1

9.45am-12 noon CS Library

Daycare Coffee Morning

Singsong, games and crafts.
10am-12 noon. Mayfair

Time to Listen, Read, Reflect

An opportunity to listen to a story, read a
piece or article that you would like to share
or even participate in a play reading. 1-2pm
CS Library

Walking Football (played indoors)

Volunteering Drop-In Session

If you are thinking about volunteering or
need advice, call in for a chat.
Info from Clive: 07791 260888
10am-12 noon CS Library

Community Project for over 55s
Contact Ken: 328514
4.30-5.30pm CS School Gym
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What’s On continued
14 Saturday

Flicks in the Sticks All Stretton

Marches Independent Photography

‘Five for Five’ – show five pictures and talk
about them for five minutes
Contact Mick: 01543 377343
Website: www.mipgroup.org.uk
10am-4pm Cardington VH

Methodist Church Prayer and Reflection
The church is open for quiet reflection with
tea/coffee and fellowship in the hall. Drop-in
at any time. All welcome
10am-12 noon CS Methodist Church

Sit and Knit

Fancy a go at knitting? Why not come to our
knit and natter session? Bring needles and
wool if you have them.
10am-12.30pm CS Library

Messy Church (formerly Pit Stop)
All welcome. £1 per person
Info from Sarah: 771248
3.45-6pm Parish Centre

15 Sunday

‘Their Finest’ Cert 12A. RT: 100 mins
Tickets £4. Interval refreshments.
7.30pm All Stretton VH

17 Tuesday

Tuesday Club

Relaxed, friendly group for those who enjoy
companionship. Eileen: 720086
10am-3pm URC Hall

Rhyme Time: fun, songs, stories and
rhymes
For children under 3 years of age.
10.30-11am CS Library

U3A Writers Group 2
2-4pm CS Library

Christian Meditation Group: Tuesday
Experience the practice of Christian
Meditation in a small group. No charge.
Contact John Dennison: 722599
2.15pm Home of John Dennison

Mothers’ Union Meeting

Andrew Tweedie, Good Neighbours
Contact Jill: 724371
2.30pm CS Parish Centre

P.A.C.T. Police Surgery

Subject to police duties/incidents
10-11am Police Station

Drop-In Craft Session

Healing and Blessing Service

A short informal service, followed by
afternoon tea in the hall. All welcome
3pm CS Methodist Church

16 Monday

Mental Health Awareness Week

Various events taking place throughout the
week at Mayfair: talks, exhibition, yoga,
drop-in for chat, a sing-along etc.
Tel: 722077

Swimming at Ludlow

Travel to Ludlow pool with Mayfair’s Ring
& Ride, for a 30-45 minute swim. Cost: £4
return, plus swim cost
10.45am Meet at Mayfair 722077

CS Area Local History Group

Guest speaker Wendy Palin:
‘WW1 – Tour of Duty with the KSLI’
Info: Janette Murray: 722465
2pm URC Hall

Ley Gardens Knit & Natter Group
Would-be knitters welcomed.
Details from: 722328
2.30pm Ley Gardens, Lawley Close

Christian Meditation Group: Monday
Experience the practice of Christian
Meditation in a small group. No charge.
Contact John Dennison: 722599
7.30pm Home of John Dennison

Knit, crochet, felt, weave, spin etc.
Enjoy coffee and chat and get expert help if
you need it. Contact: 724041
4.30-6.30pm Coco Shop, High St

Stitchin’ Time

Enjoy knitting, crochet, sewing etc? Come
to our relaxed friendly handicraft group. All
abilities welcomed.
Enquiries to Margaret: 720348
5-7pm Housmans, High Street, CS

Yoga at CS Library

6-7.15pm and 7.30-8.45pm

All Stretton Women’s Institute

A practical evening with Bernard Edwards:
Corn Dollies
7.30pm All Stretton VH

Engaging Issues Talks 2017-2018
John Tiller: ‘Martin Luther and the
Reformation – Faith & Secularity’
All welcome – a small charge of £3 is
politely requested to cover expenses.
Enquiries to Dave: 01588 672640
7.30pm URC

18 Wednesday

CS Methodist Network Group

Rev John Hughes: ‘My Testimony’
2.30pm CS Methodist Hall

Churches Together AGM

Meeting is open to anyone who wishes to
attend. Info from Chris: 722599
7.30pm Parish Centre

Long Mynd Camera Club

Club Competition No: 1
Subject: ‘Open’
www.longmyndcameraclub.co.uk
7.30pm URC Hall

19 Thursday

Stretton Climate Care Energy Advice
Drop-in session, every Thursday.
Info from Jon Cooke: 723205
10am-12 noon HWBC

Knit and Natter on Thursdays

Long-established group, new members of
any ability welcomed. Info from Liz Strachan,
on 07971 289273
10.30am-12noon Berry’s Coffee House

Stretton Traidcraft

Fairtrade goods for sale
10.30am-1pm Mayfair

Church Stretton Bridge Club

Info from Dom on 723128 or website:
www.bridgewebs.com/churchstretton
1-5pm All Stretton VH

Local & Family History Session

Let our history volunteers guide you in
your local & history research. Free internet
access to Ancestry.
1-4pm CS Library

Public Meeting

StrettonDale with Craven Arms Rural Local
Joint Committee. With Cllr. Peter Nutting,
Leader of Shropshire Council.
7pm Acton Scott Village Hall

Stretton Community Singers

Open to all who love singing.
Every Thursday. £5 sub
Enquiries: Kate Buttolph 720358
7-9pm Activity Room, Mayfair

20 Friday and 21 Saturday

Mayfair’s Autumn Mammoth Book Sale
Rotary Club and Mayfair volunteers.
100s of Books, CDs, DVDs.
Entry: 50p adults, children free
10am-3pm both days URC Hall

20 Friday

CS Country Market

Local fresh baking and produce, plus a wide
selection of hand crafted items.
Info from Anne: 722970
8.30am-12noon Mayfair

Continued overleaf...
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What’s On continued
Soup and Puddings Lunch

‘Save the Children’ fundraiser
£6 (inc. tea/coffee) Pay on the door
12 noon-1.30pm CS Parish Centre

Walking Football (played indoors)
Community Project for over 55s
Contact Ken: 328514
4.30-5.30pm CS School Gym

Friday Night at the Horne

A celebration of Simon and Garfunkel
Tickets: £12 adult, £6 child, from Burway
Books, John Thomas Florist or CS Council
office. Enquiries to 720132
7.30pm SHI

21 Saturday

Annual Charity Christmas Cards Sale

MiND, Traidcraft, Cancer Research, Mayfair’s
own range and others.
Also serving cooked breakfasts.
10am-12.30pm Mayfair

RSPB South Shropshire Local Group

Wildlife walk at Whitcliffe Common, Ludlow.
Pub lunch in Ludlow.
Leader: Gail Ellis: 01584 873465
10am Meet in the lay-by on the Common
(SO 505 743)

Methodist Church Coffee Concerts

The Wenlock Trio: music for oboe, clarinet
and bassoon. Refreshments served after the
concert, at 11.30am. Free admission, with
retiring collection.
10.30am Methodist Church

23 Monday

Swimming at Ludlow

Travel to Ludlow pool with Mayfair’s Ring
& Ride, for a 30-45 minute swim. Cost: £4
return, plus swim cost
10.45am Meet at Mayfair 722077

Ley Gardens Knit & Natter Group
Would-be knitters welcomed.
Details from: 722328
2.30pm Ley Gardens, Lawley Close

Parkinson’s UK – CS Support Group
‘Bluebird Care’
2.30pm Jubilee Room Mayfair

Christian Meditation Group: Monday
Experience the practice of Christian
Meditation in a small group. No charge.
Contact John Dennison: 722599
7.30pm Home of John Dennison

24 Tuesday

25 Wednesday

Osteoporosis & Bone Health
Awareness Day

U3A General Meeting

Talks, a demonstration on the benefits
of exercise, plus information and tips. All
welcome. Free event but spaces are limited.
Book with Julie Price: 722077
9.30am onwards HWBC

Tuesday Club

Relaxed, friendly group for those who enjoy
companionship. Eileen: 720086
10am-3pm URC Hall

Rhyme Time: fun, songs, stories and
rhymes

Ian and Hilary Templeton: ‘Pictures in
Harmony.’ A brand new presentation
2pm URC Hall

CS Methodist Network Group

Paul Eade: ‘Trees of the Strettons’
2.30pm CS Methodist Hall

Cinema Club Film Night

8pm CS & District Club 723193

26 Thursday

Stretton Climate Care Energy Advice

For children under 3 years of age.
10.30-11am CS Library

Drop-in session, every Thursday.
Info from Jon Cooke: 723205
10am-12 noon HWBC

Scrappies Children’s Workshop

Knit and Natter on Thursdays

Christian Meditation Group: Tuesday

Stretton Traidcraft

‘Spooky Halloween’ Craft Workshop
£3.50 per child (for age 7+)
Book early: 728508
10.30am-12.30pm or 1.30-3.30pm
Experience the practice of Christian
Meditation in a small group. No charge.
Contact John Dennison: 722599
2.15pm Home of John Dennison

Drop-In Craft Session

Knit, crochet, felt, weave, spin etc.
Enjoy coffee and chat and get expert help if
you need it. Contact: 724041
4.30-6.30pm Coco Shop, High St

Stitchin’ Time

Enjoy knitting, crochet, sewing etc? Come
to our relaxed friendly handicraft group. All
abilities welcomed.
Enquiries to Margaret: 720348
5-7pm Housmans, High Street, CS

Yoga at CS Library

6-7.15pm and 7.30-8.45pm

Flicks in the Sticks Acton Scott
‘A Dog’s Purpose’ Cert PG
Tickets: £4, students £2
Refreshments available
Ample parking and level access
7.30pm Acton Scott VH

Flicks in the Sticks All Stretton
Tuesday Foreign Language Film:
‘Frantz’ Cert 12. RT: 113 mins
German, with subtitles
Tickets £6. No interval
8pm All Stretton VH

Long-established group, new members of
any ability welcomed. Info from Liz Strachan,
on 07971 289273
10.30am-12noon Berry’s Coffee House
Fairtrade goods for sale
10.30am-1pm Mayfair

Church Stretton Bridge Club

Info from Dom on 723128 or website:
www.bridgewebs.com/churchstretton
1-5pm All Stretton VH

Local & Family History Session

Let our history volunteers guide you in
your local & history research. Free internet
access to Ancestry.
1-4pm CS Library

Stretton Community Singers

Open to all who love singing.
Every Thursday. £5 sub
Enquiries: Kate Buttolph 720358
7-9pm Activity Room, Mayfair

CS Rail Users’ Association Autumn Talk
Guest speaker Martin Weeks:
‘The Severn Valley Railway’
Cost: free to members, £2 visitors
Info from Ian Dormor: 723456
7.30pm Parish Centre

27 Friday

CS Country Market

Local fresh baking and produce, plus a wide
selection of hand crafted items.
Info from Anne: 722970
8.30am-12noon Mayfair

U3A Writers Group 1

9.45am-12 noon CS Library
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What’s On continued
Time to Listen, Read, Reflect

An opportunity to listen to a story, read a
piece or article that you would like to share
or even participate in a play reading. 1-2pm
CS Library

Strettons’ Friday Social Group

Play games or just chat over a cuppa. Cost
is £1.25 inc. tea/biscuits
Meet 4th Friday of each month
2-4pm Mayfair Cafe

Walking Football (played indoors)
Community Project for over 55s
Contact Ken: 328514
4.30-5.30pm CS School Gym

Christian Meditation Group: Tuesday
Experience the practice of Christian
Meditation in a small group. No charge.
Contact John Dennison: 722599
2.15pm Home of John Dennison

Messy Church Light Party

A positive antidote to Halloween
4-6pm Parish Centre

Drop-In Craft Session

Knit, crochet, felt, weave, spin etc.
Enjoy coffee and chat and get expert help if
you need it. Contact: 724041
4.30-6.30pm Coco Shop, High St

Stitchin’ Time

Family Fun Halloween Party

Family Ticket: £6 for 2 adults and 2 children
(extra child £1.50 each)
7-10pm CS&DC

28 Saturday
Sit and Knit

Fancy a go at knitting? Why not come to our
knit and natter session? Bring needles and
wool if you have them.
10am-12.30pm CS Library

30 Monday

Swimming at Ludlow

Travel to Ludlow pool with Mayfair’s Ring
& Ride, for a 30-45 minute swim. Cost: £4
return, plus swim cost
10.45am Meet at Mayfair 722077

Ley Gardens Knit & Natter Group
Would-be knitters welcomed.
Details from: 722328
2.30pm Ley Gardens, Lawley Close

Royal Ballet Encore

‘Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland’
Tickets: £12 adults, £6 juniors
Pre-theatre meal available, £13.50
Enquiries/bookings: 722209
7pm CS School

Christian Meditation Group: Monday
Experience the practice of Christian
Meditation in a small group. No charge.
Contact John Dennison: 722599
7.30pm Home of John Dennison

31 Tuesday

Tuesday Club

Relaxed, friendly group for those who enjoy
companionship. Eileen: 720086
10am-3pm URC Hall

Rhyme Time: fun, songs, stories and
rhymes

Enjoy knitting, crochet, sewing etc? Come
to our relaxed friendly handicraft group. All
abilities welcomed.
Enquiries to Margaret: 720348
5-7pm Housmans, High Street, CS

Arts Festival AGM

CS and South Shropshire Arts Festival invite
you to attend the AGM
7.30pm SHI

CS & District Gardening Club

Dr Steven Reynolds: ‘What’s up, Doc?’
Enquiries to Evelyn Dapling: 723648
7 for 7.30pm SHI

Engaging Issues Talks 2017-2018

David Howard: ‘Foreign Aid – Trick or
Treat?’ All welcome – a small charge of
£3 is politely requested to cover expenses.
Enquiries: 01588 672640
7.30pm URC Hall

31 Tuesday – 11 November
Helen Fenton Exhibition
CS Library

What’s On in Early November
1 Wednesday

3 Friday

Mayfair’s Old Time Music Hall Evening
Comedy, drama, dance and music. Tickets:
£12, (inc light refreshments) from Mayfair,
HWBC, Burway Books, John Thomas Florist,
CS School
7.15 for 7.30pm CS School

More Singers Choral Concert

‘Golden Age of English Church Music’
Tickets: £10 from Burway Books, John
Thomas Florist, choir members or on the
door. Enquiries: 07495 112795
7.30pm URC

4 Saturday

RNLI Table Top Sale

Cakes, cards, gifts, jewellery, bric-a-brac
and much more. Entry is free.
10am-2pm URC Hall

Key to Abbreviations/Addresses:

CS – Church Stretton
CS & DC – Church Stretton & District Club,
Essex Rd, SY6 6AX Tel: 723193
CS Library – Church Street, SY6 6DQ Tel:
722535
CS School – Shrewsbury Rd, SY6 6EX
Tel: 722209
St. Laurence’s Church/CS Parish Centre –
Church St, SY6 6DQ
Mayfair – Mayfair Community Centre,
Easthope Rd, SY6 6BL. Tel: 722077
HWBC – Health and Well Being Centre, next
to Mayfair, SY6 6BL
Methodist Church – Watling St South, SY6
7BG
SHI – Silvester Horne Institute,
High St, SY6 6BY. Tel: 720132
URC – United Reformed Church, High St,
SY6 6BY
VH – Village Hall
Contact Numbers – only numbers OUTSIDE
the CS dialling code area () will include the
full number.

U3A Classical Music Talks

All are welcome to attend.
Contact Barbara Hall: 724578
10.15am-12 noon Mayfair

Long Mynd Camera Club

Two guest speakers tonight:
Hugh Thompson: ‘Tasmania’
Richard Greswell: ‘The best photograph ever
taken?’
www.longmyndcameraclub.co.uk
7.30pm URC Hall

For children under 3 years of age.
10.30-11am CS Library

Stretton Focus
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Website Goes Live

F

or the last twelve months a small group of Focus
volunteers have worked closely with Source to design
and develop the new website. Great care has been
taken to create a site that is up-to-date and has the potential
to appeal to all ages and sections of our community. It is
very much hoped that many younger people will make it
their Focus. It is a platform for views, opinions, news and
reports as well as for interesting articles. The site will evolve
over time as more and wider ranging content is submitted
and included. If that means there is a need to change menu
headings and other aspects of the site, then that is what we
can and will do.

We are now live on the web
- join in
Why not submit an article, a report, a news item or
a brief commentary on a subject of interest to you
or others? – and it will be published online almost
immediately.
• You can also read the latest magazine in full
online
• You can comment in real-time online on any
items
• Get a conversation going
• It’s your focus

www.strettonfocus.co.uk
Only £5 per year to subscribe. That’s less than 10p a
week! Combined subscription for magazine and web
site £12.50

Stretton Focus Price List:
September 2017
Sally Tringham, Managing Director of Source Design, and Tom
Beaumont, Chairman of Stretton Focus officially launch the
new Focus website at Source’s office in Shrewsbury
It is a community platform and the more people
contribute, briefly or at length, the more interesting and
vibrant it will become.
Items submitted to webeditor@strettonfocus.co.uk will
be published online almost immediately thereby providing
an up-to-date resource that is important to many people.
The site will include the monthly magazine that will be
published at the same time as it is available in the shops and
to its subscribers.
Our special thanks go to Source Design and in
particular to Gareth Griffiths of Source who has worked
closely with us to carefully tailor a comprehensive local
resource.
Webeditors

Come and join us!
We would welcome anyone interested in joining the
editorial team to help maintain the site and keep
it vibrant. No previous experience of working with
websites is necessary as full training will be given.
Please contact:
webeditor@strettonfocus.co.uk
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T

he price of Stretton Focus has remained unchanged
for many years. During that time the magazine has
increased in size and quality and, of course, the cost
of production.
It has therefore been decided to increase the annual
subscription price to £10. The individual magazine price
purchased at the shops will remain £1.
The subscription still represents great value for money
with its 17% discounted price plus free delivery to your
door.
•
•
•
•
•

Magazine annual subscription: £10 delivered to
your door each month (17% discount)
Magazine annual subscription sold via the
website: £10 delivered to your door each month
(17% discount)
Magazine price sold at retail outlets: £1 each
Website annual subscription: £5
Combined subscriptions for the magazine and
website - only available on the website: £12.50
(£10 magazine delivered to your door each month
plus £2.50 website - a 26.5% combined discount).

We would like to apologize for an error in the
September magazine and in the recent mail shot publicity
for the launch of the new Focus website where the combined
magazine and website subscription price was given as £10. It
is in fact £12.50 as stated above.
We hope that you would agree that these prices, for
the magazine and the website, are very low and are only
possible because they are produced and delivered by the
unpaid efforts of our hard working volunteer staff. By the
community - for the community.
Thank you for your support.
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nicky apperley
dog grooming
salon

CLIVE NORRELL
M.R.C.V.S.
THE MALTHOUSE
VETERINARY SURGERY
1 & 2 BEAUMONT ROAD
CHURCH STRETTON
Telephone: (01694) 724251

for all your
grooming needs
Tel: 07854 155138
the Limes
affcot, sy6 6rl

Surgeries:
Monday-Friday 4.30-5.30 p.m.
Saturday
9.45-11.45 a.m.
Sundays, Bank Holidays and
out of hours please telephone
Minsterley Surgery
Telephone (01743) 791246

HILLSIDE PHARMACY
R.E. & C.O. ALMAN MPS
18 Sandford Avenue
Church Stretton
01694 722799

For all your medicines, toiletries and
photographic requirements

Netley Boarding
Kennels & Cattery
at Dorrington
Open all year, vaccinated pets only
Heated kennels with outside runs
Friendly Family run business
Inspections welcomed
Collection and delivery service available

Opening Hours:
Mon-Fri 9-10 am & 4-5 pm
Sat-Sun 9-10 am

Den & Barb Oakley

Tel: 01743 718264 Mobile: 07803 240207

STRETTON
CLEANING
Domestic
and
end of lets
and more!
Tel:07538 019400
web: strettoncleaning.co.uk

Country Home
Management
Help for the Harassed!
CLEANING, LAUNDRY
GARDEN, ERRANDS
HANDYMAN
HOUSE/PET SITTING
Tel 07817 112915 or
01588 660513
ONE CONTACT, MONTHLY
INVOICE, INSURANCE

SELF STORAGE CONTAINERS
INDUSTRIAL & DOMESTIC USE
SUITABLE FOR VEHICLES,
BUILDING EQUIPMENT, FURNITURE,
GARDEN EQUIPMENT, WORKSHOP, ETC.
GOOD, DRY CONTAINERS
20 AND 40 FEET LENGTHS AVAILABLE
IN A SECURE YARD WITH 24 HOUR ACCESS
HGV PARKING ALSO AVAILABLE
CCTV INSTALLED
TEL: 01694 724880 MOB: 07979 817554
Stretton Focus
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ALL PLUMBING JOBS
PLUMBING

CALL PETER FLOYD
(30 YEARS EXPERIENCE)
RELIABLE SERVICE, REASONABLE PRICES

07885 585849

Homefix Stoves
01588 620250
www.homefixplumbing
andheating.co.uk
We are established
installers of wood
burning stoves for your
home. With our friendly
service we can advise on
the most effective model for
your home and install it for
you. We are fully HETAS
qualified. Please call us to
arrange a free quotation

LEE BROWN PLUMBING AND HEATING
GAS, NATURAL AND LPG, DOMESTIC AND COMMERCIAL CATERING ENGINEERS

GAS AND BOILER SERVICING, INSTALLATIONS AND BREAKDOWNS
COOKERS AND FIRES
GAS SAFETY CERTIFICATES
LANDLORD SAFETY CERTIFICATES
SMALL PLUMBING WORK ALWAYS UNDERTAKEN
UNVENTED CYLINDERS, POWERFLUSHING
ENERGY EFFICIENCY AND
WATER REGULATIONS

TEL: 01694 724429
MOBILE (DAYTIME): 07870 754201
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A Dutchman’s Holiday

or many of us, spending the summer holidays under
a whinberry pie after walking the Mynd and finding the
canvas is strictly taboo. But one Dutch family have
best spot for whinberries.
just celebrated their 30th year of camping in the
Every year a long walk is planned, usually over the hills;
Stretton hills after a chance discovery of Hamperley Farm
Wenlock Edge, Offa’s Dyke, Mitchells Fold or Bury Ditches
campsite.
and sometimes a drive out to the Welsh coast. They know
Cor and Marga Valkering from Assendelft near
parts of Shropshire more than some of us who live here.
Amsterdam have been visiting the UK each summer since
One year Marga sampled a stay in the Royal Shrewsbury
1975 and in 1986, found
Hospital with appendicitis and
themselves in Church Stretton.
was very impressed with her
They have made it their base
treatment. The family have
for an annual holiday ever
experienced all sorts of weather
since, spending from 2-4 weeks
conditions from droughts,
at a time here and missing just
severe thunderstorms, hail,
one year in all that time.
floods and strong winds. They
Cor, an artist and
have been attacked by wasps,
university lecturer and Marga,
bitten by insects, invaded by
a head teacher have become
flying ants, raided by squirrels
familiar faces in many of the
and had a sheep in their tent.
shops, pubs, and restaurants
At night, they have put up with
around Church Stretton over
dogs barking, sheep bleating,
the years, together with their
cows mooing, owls hooting,
daughter Lucia and son Simon.
cockerels crowing and strange
Cor enjoys painting local
noises outside their tent. They
scenes and now has a large
never complain and clearly love
Cor, Marga and Simon
collection back home in his
the scenic south Shropshire
studio. This year he donated a sketch to the Myndtown
hills with the bright starlit night sky; something they don’t
church restoration fund and was interviewed by BBC
see living in Holland. Thirty years holidaying is a testament
Midlands Today. He also draws his own postcards in
to their love of Shropshire. Good luck Cor and family.
coloured biro to send home to family and friends, choosing Thanks for visiting the Strettons and hope to see you next
a different theme each year. This year it was local pubs.
year.
Marga enjoys visiting antique shops looking for pottery
Chris Foulkes
and fancy hats to add to her collection, she also likes to bake

A Quaker Voice
The medium is the message
’ve been thinking about the way in which different ways
of making the same point alter how acceptable it is.
At the big Quaker Gathering this summer, at one of
the all age sessions, someone told a story about mouse and
a turnip. Once upon a time – no we’ll miss the story telling
bits out! There was a village where nobody was very good at
gardening and outside the village lived a couple who were
experts. One year, things didn’t grow very well in the village,
but the good gardeners had good crops and their turnips
grew huge. They decided to make some turnip soup for the
people in the village. But it was such a big turnip the couple
couldn’t pull it up, so they had to ask the dog to help and
then the cat and finally the mouse had to help as well. With
the mouse’s help they managed it, made the soup, fed the
villagers and everyone lived happily ever after.
The story was a bit more complicated than that, but
that’s good enough to make my point. One of the messages
was that although you might think your contribution is so
small it’s not worth bothering, but you should, because it
might be just enough to tip the balance. The story was well
received by all ages. (The only criticism was from the Scots
who said the illustration showed a swede not a turnip, but
that’s about the differences in language north of the border.)

I
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I was reminded of a situation where the
message was the same, but the situation was
rather different. I taught at a girls’ grammar school which
celebrated its Founder’s Day each year. There was a special
assembly with various traditions attached, one of these was
that the girls all stood and recited the school promise:
I cannot do much, but I can do something.
What I can do, that I ought to do.
What I ought to do, that, with God’s help, I will do.
I remember the staff meeting when one of the senior
teachers exploded, ‘In this day and age, is it really right
to make a whole group of girls say, ‘I can’t do much’?’ The
Founders Day service never happened again.
The message is the same, so why was the one was
received and the other clearly inappropriate? Is it because
the first put an emphasis on the positive, the mouse made
something happen; whereas the second had a negative
emphasis? Or is it because it’s ok to suggest that a mouse
isn’t very strong but not appropriate to say this of girls?
Perhaps you can get away with things in a story that don’t
come over as well when you try to spell out the message.
But that’s why parables work so well.
Lesley Richards
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Thank You
Thanks for Helping
I was in Church Stretton High Street on Saturday afternoon
12th August searching for a long lost friend and a lady
whose name I didn’t get, came to my help. She managed to
find out the phone number and address of my friend and
she also ran me to this address, even though she was busy.
I would just like to express my sincere thanks through
your magazine and I hope she sees this letter.
Many thanks.
Bill Macmillan
Solihull, West Mids

Salts - Wind-up torches and digipaunches, Mr Pepper
- Heat holder socks, Rainbows End - Cosy hot water bottle
and slippers, Printshop - Water colour paints, Hough and
Sons - £20 meat voucher, Van Doesburg’s - Organic tea
bags, Burway Barbers - Gents haircut voucher. Kaboodle- -3
x Furry Tales, Hillside Pharmacy - Caring Hands Treats, Mr
Bun the Baker - Clotted Cream Fudge, Burway Books Home to Witchend by Malcolm Saville’ John R Thomas’ - £5
voucher, Flamingo Pizza and Kebab - Vouchers for 16” pizza
and PD 42, Old Post Office - Cup and Lid.
Michael Bourke

I would like to thank Caradoc Coaches. On 6th August I
rode the Shuttle Bus and later in the day discovered that
I had lost my purse. The following day I phoned Caradoc
Coaches about the loss and later the same day they phoned
me back to say that they had it and would bring it to me.
Needless to say I am very grateful and thankful to them.
Jane Shutt (by phone)

Amnesty International
Thank you to all those who donated to our street collection
on Saturday 2nd September. We raised £363.97, which we
can use for our work on behalf of prisoners of conscience,
and against human rights abuses across the world.
David Howard
Church Stretton Amnesty Group

Little Stretton Teas to Please
This year’s Teas to Please
was a great success, owing
to exceptionally good
weather on the three
days of the August Bank
Holiday Weekend. We are
most grateful to all who
supported us by helping
or simply by visiting and
enjoying the event. The
money raised exceeded
£5,200, of which 50%
will go to All Saints’
Church, 25% to Macular
Degeneration research and
25% to Motor Neurone
research.
Special thanks are
due to The Shropshire
Strummers who played on
the Sunday, and the Church
Stretton Accordion Band who performed on the Monday.
Many thanks also to the following local shops and
businesses which supported us by donating the gifts or
vouchers shown in the photo:

Thank you from the Church Stretton Arts Festival
Trustees
The Trustees of the Arts Festival were delighted with the
51st Festival this year. The staging of this continually
successful fortnight of Art, Crafts, Photography, Music
and Drama relies upon the support of so many people and
organisations locally and also upon the participation of
audiences drawn from a wider area.
Our thanks extend to our sponsors and supporters,
the catering team (including the Berry’s coffee morning
ladies), car park attendants, those who put up or distribute
our banners, posters and brochures, those who volunteered
for First Aid duty, the administrators, stewards, sound and
lighting technicians, those looking after performers, the
schools and churches for hosting and their support staff
who look after our site needs. Also our media expert and
the support generated from local newspapers for the articles
published, as well as the series of articles so well presented
by the Stretton Focus editorial team. Last but by no means
least, all those audiences who come along and participate so
well in the atmosphere the Arts Festival creates.
It is with all this support that such a small town can
produce such fine Arts Festivals. May that continue to be
the case for at least another 49 years.
Trustees, Church Stretton Arts Festival

Letter
Hammonds in Australia
We have visited your lovely part of the world several times
to enjoy the scenery, meet the friendly locals and research
family history. On our last two visits, in March 2014 and
again in March this year, we visited family burial places
to pay our respects to the Hammonds. On both these
occasions there have been flowers placed on the grave
of Thomas and Annie Hammond, grave L45 in the St
Laurence burial ground.
Thomas was the son of Minton Hammond and
Esther Adams, and died in 1898 age 48. Annie seems to
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have been a Yorkshire lass, daughter of William Kingston,
and died in 1927. They use to live in Manor Cottage in
Little Stretton. As Minton was my husband’s great great
grandfather through his son, also Minton, we would love
to make contact with any family members and whoever left
the flowers. On our last visit we left a note hoping someone
would see it but have not had a contact as yet.
Minton and Esther’s only other and youngest son was
Richard, and he was accidentally shot on the Long Mynd in
1880 age 25, during target practice. There was a newspaper
article about it all.
Ann and Tim Hammond
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WHEATLEY ELECTRICAL
ELECTRICAL INSTALLATION CONTRACTOR
INSPECTION & TEST PORTABLE APPLIANCE TESTING
LANDLORD'S INSPECTION & CERTIFICATION
NEW BUILD EXTENSIONS REWIRES
UPDATING OF CONSUMER UNITS (FUSEBOARDS)
SHOWERS EXTRA SOCKETS
SECURITY LIGHTING
NO JOB TOO SMALL

51 HIGH STREET, CHURCH STRETTON
TEL: 01694 328305 MOBILE: 07939 571201
EMAIL:
PETEWHEATLEY@
HOTMAIL.CO.UK
ELECSA REG NO: EPP34178

Your Local Electrical Contractor, Est 1990

COMMERCIAL & DOMESTIC
INSTALLATION & MAINTENANCE
www.cselectricsuk.com
email: cse1@btinternet.com

K & E SPRAGG Tel: 01694 723142 Mob: 07817 744538
www.StrettonElectricalServices.co.uk

Charles
Ephraim

Electrical
Installations
Est 1974

8 Wall Bank,
Wall-under-Heywood

Tel: 01694 771381

ros.ephraim@btconnect.com

Stretton Focus
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E.J.&G.J. GROOM
Building Contractors

For all types of
building work
New builds
Renovations
Barn Conversions
Extensions
Joinery Workshop
Providing Bespoke
Joinery
Window Frames,
Doors, Staircases etc
Tel: 01694 723436
or

office@groombuilders.co.uk
Mynd Industrial Estate
Church Stretton

PAUL
TINSLEY
BUILDER
01694 781371
07929 232999

No job too big
Fast response,
highest standards

Specialist in
• extensions
• alterations
• porches
• patios
• fencing, etc.
14
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Silvester Horne Events: A
Celebration of Simon and
Garfunkel
Friday 20th October 2017 at 7.30pm
e are pleased to welcome singer songwriters Tim
Chu and Ian Bailey who will be performing ‘A
Celebration of Simon & Garfunkel’ billed by
the BBC as “the UK’s leading non-tribute show currently
dazzling live music lovers throughout the UK”.

W

Tim Chu and Ian Bailey
Tim Chu has been a professional session musician for
many years, and his music features in TV, film and radio.
He has loved the music of Paul Simon from a young age as
the original LPs were rarely off his parents’ record player!
Tim had the vision to put together the show and joined
with Lancashire born Ian Bailey to complete the duo. Ian
has been a singer songwriter for many years, with three
critically acclaimed solo albums of his own material. They
blend in their own unique way, without falling into the
tribute act category. Two great musicians performing some
of Simon and Garfunkel’s classic songs in an intimate and
relaxed way.
Lifelong friend of Ian, Shropshire singer songwriter
Gary Hall, who now lives in Church Stretton, says “We
have been close friends and worked together in the studio
for several years on various projects.
When Ian first told me about the show that he was
embarking on with Tim I knew that it would be something
special, knowing the quality of musicianship from both
artists. I’m thrilled they have chosen the Silvester Horne as
their Shropshire debut; don’t miss the show folks!”
“Everyone loves the music of Simon and Garfunkel and
for me, no one has created it better than Tim and Ian. The
concert simply blew me away.” Phil Cool, TV comedian,
impressionist, and musician.
Tickets: Adult £12, Child £6 available from Burway
Books, John Thomas Florist or C.S.Town Council Office or
online from bit.ly/shi-events
For more information please phone 01694 720132.
Mike Walker
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Mayfair’s Old Time Music
Hall

W

e’re serious about having a laugh so come and
join in the fun! You might recognise some of
the Mayfair staff and volunteers despite being
cunningly made up and disguised in costume strutting their
stuff.
Their determination to provide a wide range of family
entertainment has resulted in recruiting unsuspecting but
willing students of the school and friends of Mayfair.
Rehearsals are progressing well and the programme will
include comedy, drama, dance, singing, music and possibly
more.
The Old Time Music Hall will take place at Church
Stretton School on Friday 3rd November at 7.15pm for a
7.30pm start.
Tickets are £12 which includes light refreshments. They
are available from 1st October from Mayfair main building,
Health and Wellbeing Centre, Burway Books, John Thomas
the Florist, Church Stretton School and our market stalls on
Thursday 19th October and Thursday 26th October.
Come and talk to us in Mayfair/Health and Wellbeing
Centre to find out more or see us on the market stall in our
Old Time Music Hall attire.
Derek Smith

The Churches of the
Strettons AGM

T

he Churches of the
Strettons are holding
their AGM on October
18th at the Parish Centre at
7.30pm. This meeting is open
to anyone who would like to
attend. If you would like to contribute an item to ‘any other
business’, please send it to Neil Sanders –
neil.sanders@nhs.net at least a week before the meeting.
If you would like any further information, please
contact Chris Dennison on 01694 722599.

Know your local history…
Where Is It?
Answer on page 38
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A Year in Shropshire
Book signing: Mike and John Hayward
Wednesday 4th October, 11.00am - 1.00pm at Burway
Books, Church Stretton.
Meet two of Shropshire’s finest photographers, father
and son Mike and John Hayward, who have collaborated to
showcase the county they love in over 160 stunning images,
capturing unusual shots which offer a new slant on familiar
and much-loved sights. Moving through the year, from
spring to winter, and covering every corner of Shropshire
from tiny hamlets to proud towns and monuments, this
collection is a breathtaking tribute to our diverse and
unspoilt county. Further details:
www.burwaybooks.co.uk Tel 01694 723388

Talk and Book Signing with
Alex Langlands: ‘Craeft’
Dr. Alex Langlands is a British archaeologist and historian.
He is a lecturer in medieval history at Swansea University and
a regular presenter for BBC and Channel 4: he was one of the
presenters of ‘Victorian Farm’, the hugely popular TV series
filmed at Acton Scott, and has subsequently appeared in other
programmes, including ‘Edwardian Farm’, ‘Wartime Farm’,
‘Time Team’, ‘Full Steam Ahead’ and ‘Britain at Low Tide’.
Burway Books is delighted to welcome Alex back to
Church Stretton for a talk to coincide with the publication of
his new book, Craeft: How Traditional Crafts are About More
Than Just Making. In this fascinating book Alex goes in search
of the mysterious lost meaning of ‘craeft’. With his trademark
energy and charm, he resurrects the ancient craftspeople
who fused exquisite skill with back-breaking labour, and
passionately defends the renewed importance of craeft today.
Alex will be meeting people and signing copies of his book
after the talk. Tickets to his talks sell out very quickly, so don’t
leave it too late to get yours!
Saturday 25th November, 7.30pm at Church Stretton
Methodist Church
Tickets £8 from Burway Books (£6 for Burway Books
Loyalty Card Holders)
www.burwaybooks.co.uk Tel 01694 723388

Trivia Corner No 167
by Ken Willis

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
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What is the outside of a circle called?
What flowery word can come after apple, cherry
and May?
What does the BP stand for at some service
stations?
Who is the creator of Wallace & Gromit?
What is like a housing estate for rabbits?
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Wrights Estate Agents
ESTATE AGENTS AND VALUERS
Established in Church Stretton in 1972
Branch Agents for Yorkshire Building Society

Working in association with

Residential and Commercial letting
and managing agents
Chartered Surveyors
Sales: T: 01694 722237
E: sales@wrightschurchstretton.co.uk
W: www.wrightschurchstretton.co.uk
Lettings and management:
T: 01694 730003
E: info@bluestonelettings.co.uk
W: www.bluestonelettings.co.uk
32 SANDFORD AVENUE
CHURCH STRETTON, SY6 6BW

Your local independent letting agent
Professional, experience-led advise
Fair, friendly and effective
Busy, busy, busy so you don’t have to be!
32 Sandford Avenue,
Church Stretton, SY6 6BW
T: 01694 730003 www.bluestonelettings.co.uk
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Mayfair News
Cards and Breakfast
n Saturday October 21st Mayfair will be hosting
the town’s annual charity Christmas card sale.
Alongside MiND, Traidcraft, Cancer Research
and others, Mayfair will also be selling their Christmas card
range. The kitchen will be open too, and we will be cooking
delicious breakfasts in the café from 10am – 12.30pm, so
come and ‘fuel up’ before you shop!
Happy Birthday
On September 19th last year, we were very proud to
open the Health and Wellbeing Centre. We now have
many NHS services using the consulting rooms including
physiotherapy, podiatry, midwives and audiology. We also
organise topical sessions on topics such as arthritis, macular
disease etc., and have a Mental Health Awareness week and
Osteoporosis and Bone Health Day coming up in October.
Read more about that below. The Health and Wellbeing
Centre will be open on the morning of Saturday 7th
October 9am-12noon alongside Flu Vaccination Clinics.
Please pop in and see us.

O

Walking Exhibition in the Health and Wellbeing Centre, with Walk
Leader and participants. To find out more call in
Mental Health Awareness Week
Starting on Monday 16th October, at 10.30am we
have Heather (manager) and Clive (chairman) of MiND
in Shrewsbury talking to us about what mental health is.
During the afternoon, Mayfair’s Yoga teacher, Jane Evans
will lead a 30minute free taster session of Yoga for Mental
Health (please book for this).
On Tuesday 17th October, Pete Downer,
Commissioning Manager for the CCG (Clinical
Commissioning Group) will be talking candidly about his
personal experiences within mental health; this is followed
by Trish leading a ‘Gentle Mind Walk’, a gentle walk with
some stops and breathing, enjoy the views.
Wednesday 18th – an exhibition of the support
available from local groups.
Friday 20th starts with Fiananda McColl at 10 am,
Hollistic Energy Care for Mental Health. At 11 Meredith
Vivian on ‘Time to Relax’. And at 1pm a popup chat
session.
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Osteoporosis and Bone Health Awareness Day
Tuesday 24th October 9.30am – 3.30pm
10.15 How the National Osteoporosis Society (NOS)
supports people affected by Osteoporosis (Katie Hall Regional Development Manager for NOS)
10.30 All about Bone–Health: What is Osteoporosis?,
How is it diagnosed? Risk factors managing the condition.
How to look after our bone-health (Jan Flavell, Orthopaedic
Nurse Specialist, Princess Royal Hospital, Telford)
11.30 A demonstration of exercises beneficial to
Osteoporosis (Kletos Trachonitis, Health Coordinator,
Theme Leisure)
1.30 “Fashion, Flair and Fractures”: How to deal with
body shape changes (Suzanne Hewitt, NOS Volunteer
Ambassador)
2.30 Healthy Living for Strong Bones: Ways to boost
our Calcium and Vitamin D intake (Katie Hall Regional
Development Manager for NOS)
3.00 Questions
Places are limited - please book for am/pm or all day.
Telephone Julie Price: 01694 722077 email: Julie.price@
mayfaircentre.org.uk
This is a free event, however, a charge will be applied for
non-attendance if you have booked a place
Book Sale
We look forward to the autumn Book Sale, October
20th and 21st 10am-3pm at URC Hall. Thanks to our
volunteers and Rotary for this fabulous fundraising event.
Thank you
A huge thank you to everyone in the Strettons for the
response to our door-to-door collection in September. This
is a really important fundraiser for Mayfair and we are
grateful to all the volunteers who helped, David Howard for
organising it and everyone who filled their envelopes or have
contributed in other ways.
Coming soon: Beaujolais Nouveau Luncheon 18th Nov.
Enjoy your first glass of 2017 Beaujolais with a 3 course
French inspired menu, 12 noon, Saturday 18th November.
Tickets £15 from Mayfair Reception, in aid of Mayfair
Centre.
Nicola McPherson, Chief Officer, Mayfair Community Centre

Volunteers Required at Mayfair

Mayfair Community Centre is seeking volunteers in all
areas of its work but urgently in:
Publicity and Marketing - Do you have a background
in this field and would like to share it with us?
Fundraising - We have a great fundraising team, an
injection of new ideas is just what we need, could you
help?
Catering/Cafe - Many hands make light work, could
you join our enthusiastic team?
Daycare - Are you a good listener and enjoy meeting
new people? This could be just the place.
If Volunteering is something you would like to try please
contact Angela Ellis 01694 722127
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9 High Street,
Church Stretton, SY6 6BU
01694 724041
Specialist yarns including
Alpaca, Alpaca mixed with
Silk and Blue Faced Leicester,
Merino, Colourful Sock Wool
Hand Knitted Alpaca Accessories
Alpaca Socks
Colourful Felted Gifts
www.cocoalpacas.co.uk
Facebook: Coco Alpacas

BURWAY
BOOKS

for BOOKS and MAPS

Our delightful bookshop stocks a huge variety of
adult and children’s titles and if you can’t see what
you want on the shelves we can normally get it for
you within 24-48 hours.
Our knowledgeable booksellers are here to help you.
See our website for news of book groups and
author events www.burwaybooks.co.uk
(NB we do not stock second-hand books)
18 Beaumont Road, Church Stretton, SY6 6BN
Tel: 01694 723388, email: ros.ephraim@btconnect.com
Stretton Focus
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Stretton Fine Art
Restoration
Oils, Watercolours,
Prints etc
Free quotations
We have a
comprehensive selection
of paintings for sale.
Phone to view without
obligation

01694 722057
19

Jason Gough
computing services

Hardware - Software
Consultancy
Repairs - Installation - Support
For Business and Home users
Over 20 Year’s Experience in the IT Industry

Contact Jason Gough on 01694 724752
Email: jason.gough@jg-compservices.com
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Talking Point

Reflections on Martin Luther – A New Reformation 500 Years On?

F

seriously different from what had gone before. Anabaptism
ive hundred years ago the young German monk
led to Congregational and Presbyterian churches,
Martin Luther nailed his objections to the way the
Puritanism grew strongly in the reign of James I along with
Catholic church was being run onto the door of the
the Baptists. Other denominations followed, some fully
university church in Wittenburg. On 31st October 1517
estranged from the Trinitarian doctrine of Catholic and
it is unlikely that he would have approved of the eventual
Anglican churches, and most of them denying any authority
outcome had he been able to see it. He was a faithful
other than the bible.
Catholic and wanted to publicly voice his concerns about
Five hundred years on and most churches are seeing
corruption and the vested interests of a few in manipulating
falling
congregations, fewer people called to ministry, and
the faith of simple, uneducated people. He himself was
increasing public disinterest in
educated, a junior member of the
what they offer. Today’s religions
elite, and was probably on course
are social media, celebrity, football
for a comfortable lifestyle, at the
and shopping. Today’s church
expense of others, had he wanted to
is the mobile phone screen: a
take that road.
sad commentary. Protest seems
His whistle-blowing moment of
pointless, although Luther probably
protest triggered a chain reaction. It
felt the same. There are attempts
has been portrayed as idealistic and
to revitalise Christianity, usually
visionary but the truth is probably
offering ‘more of the same’.
more prosaic. Events carried him
Do we need a modern Luther?
along and it was his honesty about
Perhaps
not. A true Reformer
his objections, now more grandly
would
suggest
that it is time for
described as Theses, that saw him
a
more
radical
rethink. Perhaps
through. German society and
we
should
take
a lead from what
culture became more equal, the
Zwingli
and
Calvin
started in
Holy Roman Empire changed
Luther’s
wake.
They
brought fresh
forever, the growth of Protestantism
ideas
tuned
to
their
times;
we
stretched out across Europe. The
should
do
the
same,
even
if
today’s
Lutheran church found its feet
world,
our
starting
point,
is
very
and after the inevitable war made
different.
peace with the Pope, although long
What could inspire such a
after Luther himself had passed
New
Reformation, where would
on. Protestantism even reached
it
come
from? We need a deeper
England, where it toppled Queens
spiritual
understanding, being
and abbots.
true
to
ourselves.
There must be
In our history books the
an
awareness
of
modern
life and
growth of Protestantism (a
Martin Luther painted in 1526
a
response
to
the
opportunities
protesting church) and the
and the pressures faced by people today. We must foster
Reformation (a reformed church) are conflated. We use
honesty, justice and compassion throughout society.
them as parallel terms even though they do not record
Modern education has taught us to consider evidence,
a common experience. It is fair to call the Lutheran and
think rationally and be ready to question. We should offer
Anglican churches Protestant but they are not Reformed.
rational answers supported by an evidence base. Mystery
Both churches follow the lead of Catholicism, recognising
and magic are just not good enough. There is a hunger
the authority of bishops, mystical creeds and sacraments,
for spiritual connection. We need to find a modern
revered images and biblical authority.
way of expressing that, through considerately argued
The Reformation was empowered by Luther but
thoughtful discourse, not momentary comfort or a focus
was realised through the thinking of less well-known
on tradition.
figures – Desiderius Erasmus, Huldrych Zwingli and
In a New Reformation people would listen and openly
most significantly John Calvin. In Reformed churches
discuss
faith and belief with tolerance, inclusiveness,
episcopal authority is denied, the communion de-mystified,
considerate
questioning, and rational debate. It would be
churches often have no images, no creeds are chanted, and
challenging
and it is not exclusively Christian. There are
congregations largely rule themselves.
many
Muslims,
Jews and other faiths living in our society
In the UK it was John Knox, a student of Calvin, who
thinking
similar
things.
made the first great impact. The Presbyterian Church of
Martin
Luther
can rest in peace. His protest was well
Scotland has been called the daughter church of Calvin’s
made
and
right
for
its time. Five hundred years on and our
church in Geneva. Reformed churches in England
understanding
of
faith
has developed. Let’s open the doors
developed during the reign of Elizabeth I. They started
to
an
inclusive
and
questioning
New Reformation.
as communities of like-minded people, often living as
Roger Wilson
congregations sharing everything. Their theology was
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Anglican Voice
‘Churchgoers live longer, study reveals’
o said a recent headline! Research conducted in
Vanderbilt University, Nashville, found that people
aged 40-65 years old, who attend church or other
houses of worship reduced their risk for mortality by
55%. A study at Harvard found that older women who
went to church live 5 months longer on average than
those who don’t. A UK study, based on funerals, found
churchgoers tend to live on average 4 years longer than
non-churchgoers, as they tend to smoke and drink less!
When other headlines speak of hundreds of children
aged 6 and under now on antidepressants, cocaine deaths
being up by 30% in one year to reach a record high, and
the number of calls to Childline, by children plagued
with suicidal thoughts, doubling in 5 years, might faith
in a God who cares not alleviate distress and bring a
sense of being loved? Add in the fact that the average UK
household is in debt to the tune of £12,887 excluding
mortgages and one sees there is a malaise in our society
that is beyond the resources of politicians or any other
human agency to meet.
When I have personally been through very difficult
times, knowing there is a God who loves me very much,
who is in ultimate control and who can guide me through
my difficulties, has made all the difference. Also helpful is
having a frame of reference by which to understand and
process the bad things that happen. He can even work
within my inner being to carry my sorrows and give me
hope. To explore questions of faith we are offering Alpha

S

courses; people can come just once if they
would like to see if it is for them. Any
question can be asked; any point of view
may be expressed.
Other events in October include:
•

•

•

•

•

Harvest Sunday at all 3 churches on 1st October.
(We can often take food and farmers for granted
– in 2015 there was a farmer suicide each week in
the UK.)
The next Messy Church is at 3.45pm on Saturday
14th October, with a Light Party on Tuesday 31st
from 4-6pm (as a positive antidote to Halloween),
both in the Parish Centre.
‘Coping when God does not heal’ will be the
title of the special evening at 7.30pm on Sunday
15th October, with Bryan Doyle, Minister of St.
Andrew’s, Craven Arms, who has seen healings but
also has a severely disabled daughter.
About 90 are booked in for a parish weekend,
entitled ‘Growing in faith, love and wholeness’
from 3rd – 5th November at the Pioneer Centre,
Cleobury Mortimer.
Many enjoyed the evensong and tea recently. A
reminder that there is a traditional evensong every
1st Sunday at 3pm at All Saints, Little Stretton.
Richard Hill

A New Look at the Severn Valley Railway
‘The Severn Valley Railway’ – some trials and tribulations geologically-induced civil engineering problems through
is the title of a talk to be given by Martin Weeks to Church to the Railway’s reliance on an ageing pool of volunteers,
Stretton and District
together with
Rail Users’ Association
associated funding
at the autumn
strategies.
meeting which takes
It is some years
place on Thursday
since the Association’s
autumn talk featured
26th October in St
the Severn Valley
Laurence’s Parish
Railway so the evening
Centre. Admission is
will be an opportunity
free for members of
for those who are
the Association and
familiar with the
£2 for visitors. The
Railway to catch up
talk starts at 7.30pm
on recent events as
and doors will be open
well as providing a
from 7.15pm.
valuable introduction
In his talk Martin
to Shropshire’s premier
will give a potted
heritage railway for a
history of the line and
GWR No. 2857 at the Severn Valley Railway
new audience.
then concentrate on
For further information please contact the Secretary,
some of the issues the Severn Valley Railway has faced in
Dr Ian Dormor on 01694 723456.
recent years, ranging from the challenges posed by serious
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BELVEDERE
GUEST HOUSE

Holiday Cottages

Burway Rd
Church Stretton

Quality Self Catering
Ideal for your visiting
family and friends
Ring for a brochure
or call in and see us

Ewa Lovejoy

AA ★★★★

Tim and Gill Bebbington
Botvyle Farm,
All Stretton, SY6 7JN
01694 722869
www.botvylefarm.co.uk

Relax and enjoy our
Edwardian home
We have various double,
twin and family rooms
(all bar one room with ensuite)

WILLOWBATCH

Large comfortable
TV/reading lounge

CARDING MILL VALLEY

Animal and human friendly

A ground floor, centrally
heated one bedroom self
catering apartment, set in
the beautiful surroundings
of Carding Mill Valley
100 yards past the
National Trust Pavilion.

Good off road parking
Secure bike storage
We can provide packed
lunches
Non Smoking

Please contact Don Rogers
for rates and availability
on 01694 722358 or
donrogers@gmail.com
www.willowbatch.co.uk

van

Info@belvedereguesthouse.co.uk

www.belvedereguesthouse.co.uk
01694 722232

doesburg’s

gourmet food shop
ready meals • delicatessen • salads • pâtisserie
charcuterie • cheeses • sandwiches
3 High Street, Church Stretton
Monday - Saturday 9.00 - 5.00
01694 722867 • www.vandoesburgs.co.uk

Berry’s

17 High Street
Church Stretton
01694 724452
www.berryscoffeehouse.co.uk
Everything is home-made: breakfasts, hot
and cold meals, snacks, cream teas, cakes,
children's menu.
Courtyard, fully licensed: Private room for
up to 12 people by prior arrangement.
Open every day from 9 am to 5 pm
Trip Advisor Certificate of Excellence 2016

The Royal Oak is an ancient free house in a beautiful conservation
village, nestling at the foot of idyllic South Shropshire Hills. We serve
quality, homemade food lunch time and evening Tuesday to Sunday.
Five miles from Church Stretton – closer if you walk! Dog friendly.

01694 771266

Stretton Focus

www.at-the-oak.com
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Methodist Voice
Priorities
t was the last Wednesday in August and in my diary I
read ‘write Methodist Voice’. “That’s fine” I thought,
“I’ll make a start later this morning.” The first thing
needing to be done was to pick beans and sweet peas. The
garden had thrived on the unexpectedly good weather of
the Bank Holiday weekend. It was a ‘God’s in his heaven
– all’s right with the world’ kind of day. I spent a blissful
hour picking sweet peas and runner beans and tidying the
garden. There was more produce than we needed, so I made
a phone call to arrange to deliver some to a friend. When I
arrived at his house he gave me a message from a neighbour
to ask me to give her a call. “Yes, of course”, I said, thinking
there was a lot of the day still untouched. By the time I
arrived home it was lunch time.
In the afternoon a friend dropped in to do a small
job, another one came to get some information. Then it
seemed absolutely essential to buy some mushrooms for
tonight’s meal, so I popped to the shop - and Post Office
and Pharmacy while I was about it. I went home humming
cheerfully. Yes, the day was going by and no words written
but there was an idea buzzing in my head. I could offer
several anecdotes to illustrate that theme.
Early evening I eventually sat at my desk but made the
mistake of checking the e-mails, one of which called for a

I

The More Singers Choral
Concert: The Golden Age of
English Church Music

T

allis, Byrd and their contemporaries, Friday 3rd
November, 2017, at 7.30pm, United Reformed
Church, Church Stretton
This concert encompasses motets and anthems by
Thomas Tallis, (c.1505–1585), William Byrd (c.1540–
1623), and other composers of the period, including John
Taverner, Orlando Gibbons, and Thomas Weelkes. A variety
of musical styles is represented in the concert, from simple
four-part harmony to more elaborate polyphonic motets
including both a cappella pieces and anthems requiring
instrumental accompaniment.
The More Singers is a chamber choir, founded in 1973
and based in Church Stretton directed by Alistair Auld.
Chairman of the choir, Moira Simpson, says: “We look
forward to welcoming you to this concert which promises to
be a very enjoyable evening of music, performed by Church

thoughtful reply. The article was not going to
be written tonight! That’s fine because there
are several days before the deadline. But when I peeped in
my diary at Thursday, Friday, Saturday and Sunday, it didn’t
seem so fine after all. Will I ever learn? Why don’t I put first
things first?
Jesus talked about prioritising. “Seek the Kingdom of
God first”, he said. It is good practice to begin each day
with God, first, before anything else crops up. It might be
something as simple as “Thank you, Lord, for this new
day”, before we roll out of bed. Better still is a period of
quietness when we consciously place ourselves in God’s
presence and allow him to prepare us for the day.
Many people include in that quiet time a Bible reading
and time of prayer. The President and Vice-President of the
Methodist Conference for this year have recommended a
spiritual five-a-day programme – pray and give thanks, keep
silence, read, reflect and act.
I think it is important to find a method which we find
helpful. Trying to adopt someone else’s style may be as
hazardous as wearing her stiletto sandals when we are used
to trainers.
Ruth Davies
Stretton’s own local choir’’
Tickets, on sale from Mid – October, £10 from: Burway
Books, John Thomas Florists, choir members and at the
door. After concert expenses, a donation will be made to
‘Self Help Africa’
For further information about the More Singers and their
concerts, please contact Deborah Croom-Johnson, Secretary, on
07495 112795

UNA with Partners and One
World Week

W

e are planning a ‘Bring and Share’ event to
illustrate the 2017 theme of ‘Good Neighbours’,
linked to the harvest theme appropriate to the
season. We are hoping that families will participate with
their own and their children’s contributions connected
with food from all over the world, including recipes
and illustrating SDGs and aiming to produce displays
which could be exhibited in libraries. There will be other
attractions, including a short film.
This will take place at Casca Community Centre in
Craven Arms, from 2pm to 5pm on 24th October 2017,
United Nations Day, with a Vigil for Peace to follow in
Church Stretton. We look forward to welcoming you to
these events.					Jill Clark

Church Stretton and South Shropshire
Arts Festival AGM

You are invited to join us for our Annual General
Meeting on Tuesday 31st October at 7.30pm in the
Silvester Horne Institute, High Street, Church Stretton.
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John Stephens Landscapes Ltd

KEVIN FRYER

Serving South Shropshire and beyond for 50 years

LANDSCAPE,
GARDEN & LOGS
Patios, Lawns, Gravel, Walling,
Mini-Digger work, Fencing, Hedge Cutting, etc.
SEASONED LOGS FOR SALE
CUT AND SPLIT TO SIZE REQUIRED
(Mobile cut and split service available)
Tel: 01694 751282 or Mob: 07870 208528
Timber Products Available
	
  

Est.1964

Contractors for Garden Construction, Drive Works,
Stone and Brick Walling,
All Paving Types, Aquatic Features, Drainage
and Ground Works
Supplier of Screened Top Soil, Sands, Hardcore,
Walling Stone, Decorative Gravels and Bark Mulch
Skip Hire and Scrap Metal Collection
1 Hotel Place, Shrewsbury Road,
Church Stretton, SY6 6DZ
Tel: 01694 722475
Fax: 01694 724520
www.johnstephensservices.co.uk
email: jslandscapes@btconnect.com

	
  

	
  

•
•
•

INSPIRATIONAL GARDEN DESIGN SERVICE
PLANTING DESIGNS
SOFT / HARD LANDSCAPING

RHS award-winning landscape garden
design company. Established 1996.
For a free no-obligation site visit/quotation, please contact
Shaun on: Mobile: 0777 8844 878 / T. 01584 831733

Email: shaun@uniquelandscapes.co.uk
www.uniquelandscapes.co.uk

	
  

Martin Taylor-Lee
Landscape Gardening
Tree Surgery
Fencing
General Garden Maintenance
8 Minton
Church Stretton SY6 6PS
Tel: 01694 781303
Mobile: 07941 853774

★ Grass Cutting
★ Scarifying
★ Landscaping
★ Hedge Cutting/Pruning
★ Fence Erection
★ Paths/Patios
★ Garden Walling
★ Pressure Washing

Tel: 07891 376638 or
01743 718802
for a quote or further
information

Stretton Focus

for all your gardening
needs
Planting, pruning
mowing, hedging, etc.

Call Bob Rogers
Tel: 01743 244402
or 07981 814518

Established over 20 years

Tel: 01694 724143
Mob: 07929 104350

Ben Carter

Landscaping,
Grounds Property Maintenance,
Hedge Cutting
Chemical Application
(Lawns, Drives, etc)
Shed, Fence Maintenance
Tree, Shrub Planting,
Woodland Management

tidy
garden

Integral
Gardens

"To create spaces for families"

•
•
•
•
•

Border maintenance
Garden maintenance
Garden restoration
Lawn maintenance
Garden design and soft
landscaping
• Flowering plants pruning
• Wooden structures
Carlo
01743 344417
07963 991533

October 2017

KEITH
WARRINGTON
LANDSCAPE
SERVICES

All aspects of garden
maintenance undertaken
Grass cutting, pruning,
hedgecutting, trees, patios,
Pest control, wasps,
moles, etc.

FREE ESTIMATES
Tel: 01694 781393
Mob: 07742 945768

Church Stretton
Tree Surgery

SPECIALIST TREE SURGEONS
NPTC Assured and Qualified
◆ Pruning
◆ Felling
◆ Dismantling
◆ Deadwood
◆
◆

removal
Hedge cutting
Grass cutting

Call for a FREE Estimate and Survey

TOM HAYWARD

The Golf House,
Church Stretton, SY6 6JH
Tel: 07812 988748
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Flicks in the
Sticks
Acton Scott
Acton Scott Village Hall, Tuesday 24th October, 7.30pm:
A Dog’s Purpose (PG). Admission £4 (adults); £2
(students)

Anna is a bereft young German woman whose fiancé,
Frantz, was killed in the trenches of World War I. Adrien, a
French veteran of the war, makes a mysterious appearance
in her town, placing flowers on Frantz’s grave. Adrien’s
presence is met with resistance by the small community still
reeling from Germany’s defeat, yet Anna gradually becomes
closer to the handsome and melancholy young man, as she
learns of his deep friendship with Frantz.
No interval – refreshments before film.
Church Stretton
Church Stretton School, Monday 2nd October, 7.30pm:
Hidden Figures (PG). Running time 127 minutes.
Admission £4 (adults); £2 (under 18s).

Based on the beloved bestselling book, this is the heartwarming and uplifting story of one devoted dog who finds
the meaning of his own existence through the lives of the
humans he teaches to laugh and to love.
“A delightfully feel-good film” from director Lasse
Hallström. Refreshments available. Ample parking at the
Hall. Level access.
All Stretton
All Stretton Village Hall, Friday 13th October, 7.30pm:
Their Finest (12A). Admission £4.

1940, London, the Blitz: with the country’s morale at
stake, Catrin, an untried screenwriter, and a makeshift
cast and crew, work under fire to make a film to lift the
nation’s flagging spirits, and inspire America to join the war.
Partnered alongside fellow screenwriter, Buckley, the pair set
off to make a film that will warm the hearts of the nation
and capture the imagination of the American population.
Interval refreshments.

It is 1962 and as the United States races against Russia to
put a man into space, NASA finds untapped talent in a
group of African-American female mathematicians who
become the brains behind one of the greatest operations
in U.S. history. As the true story of three of these women
– known as ‘human computers’ – unfolds, we follow their
rapid rise through the ranks of NASA where they are
specifically tasked with calculating the momentous launch
of astronaut John Glenn into orbit, and guaranteeing his
safe return. Dorothy Vaughan, Mary Jackson and Katherine
Johnson crossed all gender, race, and professional lines while
their brilliance and desire to dream big firmly cemented
them in U.S. history as true American heroes.
Refreshments available. Enquiries 01694 724330.
Hope Bowdler
Hope Bowdler Village Hall, Wednesday 11th October,
7.30pm: Lion (PG). Admission £4 (adults); £2 (children).
Five year old Saroo gets lost on a train which takes him
away from home and family. Saroo must learn to survive
alone in Kolkata, before ultimately being adopted by an
Australian couple. Twenty-five years later, armed with only
a handful of memories, his unwavering determination, and
a revolutionary technology known as Google Earth, he sets
out to find his family and finally return to his first home.
Home-made refreshments available.

Tuesday 24th October, 8pm: Frantz (12A). In German
with subtitles. Admission £6.
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Live Screenings at
Church Stretton School

“We are working hard to make the school theatre and
cinema locally accessible and inclusive in Church
Stretton.
WE NEED YOUR SUPPORT please!
Church Stretton School Theatre presents its October
programme, and what a start!... Hamlet! We’re really
excited to be offering audiences another chance to
see this incredibly popular title, after the huge success
of its 2015 live broadcast. We are sure that many
of those who saw Hamlet live in 2015 – plus many
Benedict Cumberbatch fans! – will be very pleased to
see Hamlet returning.
Alan Fox
			
National Theatre (Encore), Thursday 5th October, 7pm:
Hamlet. Tickets: Adults £12; Under 18s £6.

®

Academy Award nominee Benedict Cumberbatch
(BBC’s Sherlock, The Imitation Game) takes on the title role
of Shakespeare’s great tragedy. Now seen by over 750,000
people worldwide, the original 2015 NT Live broadcast
returns to cinemas.
As a country arms itself for war, a family tears itself
apart. Forced to avenge his father’s death but paralysed by
the task ahead, Hamlet rages against the impossibility of his
predicament, threatening both his sanity and the security of
the state. Directed by Lyndsey Turner (Posh, Chimerica) and
produced by Sonia Friedman Productions.
Refreshments. Ample parking. Enquiries: 01694
722209.
Royal Shakespeare Company Live, Wednesday 11th
October, 7pm: Coriolanus. Tickets: Adults £12; Under
18s £6.

A full-throttle war play that revels in the sweat of the
battlefield, Coriolanus transports us back to the emergence
of the republic of Rome. Caius Martius Coriolanus is a
fearless soldier but a reluctant leader. His ambitious mother
attempts to carve him a path to political power, but he
struggles to change his nature and do what is required to
achieve greatness. In this new city state struggling to find its
feet, where the gap between rich and poor is widening every
day, Coriolanus must decide who he really is and where
his allegiances lie. Rome Season Director, Angus Jackson,
completes the Royal Shakespeare Company’s collection of
Shakespeare’s Roman plays with a visceral production which
sees Sope Dirisu (One Night in Miami, Donmar Warehouse,
2016) take on the title role.
Ample parking. Enquiries 01694 722209

The Royal Ballet (Encore), Monday 30th October, 7pm:
Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland. Tickets: Adults £12;
Under 18s £6.
At a garden party on a sunny afternoon, Alice is
surprised to see her parents’ friend Lewis Carroll transform
into a white rabbit. When she follows him down a rabbit
hole events become curiouser and curiouser…
As Alice journeys through Wonderland, she encounters
countless strange creatures. She’s swept off her feet by the
charming Knave of Hearts, who’s on the run for stealing the
tarts. Confusion piles upon confusion. Then Alice wakes
with a start. Was it all a daydream?
Christopher Wheeldon’s Alice’s Adventures in
Wonderland burst onto the stage in 2011 in an explosion
of colour, stage magic and inventive, sophisticated
choreography. Joby Talbot’s score combines contemporary
sound worlds with sweeping melodies that gesture to
ballet scores of the 19th century. Bob Crowley’s wildly
imaginative, eye-popping designs draw on everything from
puppetry to projections to make Wonderland wonderfully
real.
Enquiries 01694 722209.
Book your pre-theatre meals in The Place Restaurant
and reserve seats at the Theatre. Sample a fantastic meal
prepared by our award-winning chef. Two-course meal
with wine or soft drink, coffee and chocolates £13.50.
To save disappoinment, it is essential to pre-book theatre
meals on 01694 722209 or 725588 or by email to
alandavidfox@live.co.uk
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Parish Links: Can you help us?

A

ge UK Shropshire Telford & Wrekin is a local
charity that has been supporting local older people
for over 60 years. We rely on our valued team of
over 800 volunteers to support our services. We combat
loneliness, we provide advice and we support health and
wellbeing in older age.

We are looking for a Parish Link in your area! Parish
Links are integral to our charity. They are friendly,
approachable people with local knowledge of what’s going
on in their community and are willing to raise awareness of
our wide range of services.
The role will be tailored to individual circumstances
and will be fully supported by the Parish Link Coordinator
in our main office with regular updates and get togethers
arranged by our Parish Links Coordinator.
If you are interested in playing a valued role within your
community, please contact Bridget who will be more than
happy to discuss the position further.
This is an exciting opportunity to get involved in a
developing service where your views, ideas and opinions will
be listened to and respected, as we work together to enhance
the lives of older people in our communities.
Bridget Mollekin 01743 233 123
bridget.mollekin@ageukstw.org.uk

17th October: John Tiller:
Martin Luther and the Reformation - Faith and Secularity
Then with John Tiller we hear about the ongoing impact of
the Reformation 500 years down
the line.
John read History at Christ
Church, Oxford and did research
eries for 2017-2018 starts on Tuesday 3rd October. All at Bristol on sixteenth and
meetings start at 7.30pm in the URC Church Building seventeenth century liturgical
disputes; lectured on the
(or the Hall on 31st October) on the High Street. We
welcome anyone with an enquiring mind and an open heart Reformation at Bristol, St Albans
and Ludlow. He was Chief
to join us as we hear from invited speakers with a variety of
Secretary to the Advisory Council
experiences and views. After their presentations, we usually
open up for discussion so that their input can be examined, for the Church’s Ministry, a
Residentiary Canon of Hereford
questioned and clarified (possibly challenged) together.
Cathedral and latterly Archdeacon
3rd October: Jean Jarvis: The Rise and Rise of the Social of Hereford. He edited a history of
Hereford Cathedral and is currently working on a biography
Enterprise
Jean will explore the nature and growth of Social Enterprises, of Archbishop William Sancroft (1617-1693).
what makes them different and what they bring to society.
31st October: David Howard: Foreign Aid - Trick or
Jean is Co-founder and CEO of the Furniture Scheme
Treat?
www.furniturescheme.co.uk.
At the end of the month our very own David Howard has
She is chair and director of
us examining the fundamentals and fallout of our foreign
Partners for Social Enterprise,
aid contributions. Who benefits from foreign aid? How
the strategic body for social
effective is it? Is it
enterprise in Shropshire and
a good use of our
represents the sector on the
money, or should
European Structural Investment
we use our resources
Fund committee as part of
differently? Do we
the LEP (Local Enterprise
have a responsibility
Partnership).
to give, or should we
She has an important national
look after ourselves
profile, having acted as a Social
first? David Howard is
Enterprise Ambassador for
Gordon Brown’s government and worked with the Ministry a former headteacher
and education
of Justice; in 2011 she was awarded an MBE for services to
consultant, who fills
social enterprise. Jean is committed to growing the Social
his retirement with reading, gardening, cycling, walking,
Enterprise movement “My vision is that Social Enterprise
and working for the community, as well as entertaining his
becomes the normal way to do business. Also available is
seven grandchildren.
their (TFS) Social Value Report for 2015/2016

S
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PETER TIP’S
TIPPER

CHURCH STRETTON

HAVE YOUR GARDEN AND
D.I.Y. REFUSE LOADED AND
REMOVED FOR YOU.
(FULLY REGISTERED WASTE CARRIER)

Also hedge cutting, tree felling,
all types of fencing repaired & erected.
Drives extended or built, patios,
3 ton loads of
sand, coloured gravel and soil.
Bark mulch delivered.
Demolition and Building work.
Raised beds built
House clearance

To discuss your specific
requirements and for personal
service, give me a ring

PETER TIPTON on
Church Stretton 771461
website:
petetip4gardenwork.co.uk
Stretton Focus
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Shropshire Fencing

Suppliers and
Erectors of all
kinds of Fencing

We have the power
Hole Augering service
available for Fencing
and Tree Planting

Micro Machine available
for Skip Loading
Micro Chain
Trencher for
pipes and
cables

Mini Digger Hire
07802 409171
01694 724053 (Est. 1982)
www.shropshirefencing.com
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Church Stretton Town Council Community Matters
Library Consultation
hropshire Council has launched a community
consultation seeking views on their draft Library
Services Strategy for Shropshire. This strategy will have
a direct impact on Church Stretton Library, which will soon
be the subject of an exercise to procure a new organisation
(“provider”) to manage library services in the town. It is
expected that new arrangements for the library service will
be in place by the summer of 2018.
Church Stretton Town Council encourages residents to
get involved in this consultation, which you can access via
the Shropshire Council website at bit.ly/2gyhKRs
This consultation is open until 6th October 2017 and it
is important to make your views known.

S

Himalayan Balsam

Planning Issues
Full details of decisions and current
planning applications can be viewed in the
Council Office window at 60 High Street and on the Town
Council website
(www.churchstretton.co.uk) or at www.shropshire.gov.uk.
The Shropshire Council website includes all documents
submitted with a planning application, including previous
related applications. There is now a free to use touch screen
with a direct link to the Planning Portal at Shropshire
Council within the Town Council offices for your
convenience.
Parking Strategy Consultation
Shropshire Council provides car parks and on-street
parking in Church Stretton and across the county. The way
that the Council manages and runs car parks and on-street
parking is determined by the parking strategy, which has
recently been rewritten and a consultation has opened to
seek your opinion at bit.ly/2iUBVgK
This consultation runs until the 17th October 2017
and Church Stretton Town Council encourages you to get
involved. Please note that the car park provided at Lutwyche
Road, adjacent to Russell’s Meadow Recreation Ground, is
provided by Church Stretton Town Council and isn’t part of
this consultation.
Danny Chetwood, Town Clerk

Flu Clinic
Himalayan Balsam
Himalayan balsam (Impatiens glandulifera) is perhaps
surprisingly a relative of the Busy Lizzie that you may
have planted in your garden this summer. However, this
invasive species can grow up to 10ft in height, is now
widespread throughout Britain and is a major weed problem
on riverbanks, waste land, and it can invade gardens too.
It grows rapidly and spreads quickly, smothering other
vegetation as it goes.
An invasion of Himalayan Balsam was identified in All
Stretton earlier in the summer and work has been carried
out by a number of individuals, led by Steve Butler, the
Chair of the Strettons Area Community Wildlife Group,
to get matters under control. Working in a planned and
methodical fashion and with the support of affected
landowners, Himalayan Balsam has been stripped from
land adjoining the stream that runs from Coppice Leasowes
through to All Stretton.
Steve Butler contacted the Town Council as a
particularly significant area within Coppice Leasowes was
found to be overrun by Himalayan Balsam, in addition
to an area on adjoining Network Rail land. Led by Steve,
action has been taken to remove as much of this as possible.
Network Rail has been notified of the outbreak on their
land.
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A flu clinic will be held at the Medical Centre on
Saturday 7th October from 9am until 12 noon
If you are eligible (see list below) please come along
to one of our friendly drop-in clinics.
• All those aged 65 years or over (including those
who become 65 by 31 March 2018)
• All those pregnant (including those who become
pregnant during the flu season)
• Anyone who is the main carer for an elderly or
disabled person
• All those aged 18 and over who have one of the
following medical conditions:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Chronic respiratory disease
Chronic heart disease
Chronic kidney disease
Chronic liver disease
Chronic neurological condition
Diabetes
A weakened immune system, either due
to a condition or treatment
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CAROLINE CRUMP
S.R.Ch., D.Pod.M., M.Ch.S.
Dis. Medicine & Medical Science

Marion H. Murdoch, M.C.S.P.
Registered with the H.P.C.

STATE REGISTERED
CHIROPODIST

PHYSIOTHERAPIST

Private Consultations
and Home Visits

REFLEX THERAPIST

ESSEX LODGE
FARM LANE
ALL STRETTON

"Gleneldon", 94 Watling Street South,
Church Stretton, Shropshire SY6 7BH

Telephone: 723283

Tel: (01694) 724152

ANN
DAVIES

MCSP, HCPC Registered

PHYSIOTHERAPY
and
CLINICAL PILATES
The Long Barn,
Walkmills,
Church Stretton,
SY6 6NJ

Tel: 01694 751726

Crown Podiatry Ltd & South Shropshire Chiropody
(under new management)

Full chiropody and podiatric services provided:
• nail cutting/nail deformities
• corns/callus and verrucas
• ingrowing toenails
• biomechanical assessments
• customised insoles
• neurovascular assessments
Fully qualified (3 years training) and fully insured
HCPC Registration No: CH33162
Tel: 07790 038367

Mr Pius Karena
Email: crownpodiatry@gmail.com

Every Wednesday at
Chapel House Therapy Centre, Ludlow

Every Thursday at the
Mayfair Community Centre, Church Stretton

Promoting Well Being since 1982

THE Health & Beauty Clinic
Treatments Available:
• Make up for all occasions
• Massage
• Facials
• Manicure/ Pedicure
• Lycon Specialist Waxing
• Lash & Brow tints
• St. Tropez Ultimate Spray Tan
Certified Fitness Instructor

Pam Allsop
The Old Bakehouse, Churchway, Church Stretton
Tel: 01694 723899, Email: pamallsop@churchway.plus.com

Stretton Focus
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ANDREW WEBSTER

G. H. JONES & SON

PAINTER AND DECORATOR
INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR

PAINTERS & DECORATORS

CITY and GUILDS TRAINED
OVER 40 YEAR'S EXPERIENCE
FIRST CLASS WORK GUARANTEED
AT VERY COMPETiTIVE RATES
TEL: 01694 724574
MOBILE: 07779 825908

Roger Lucas

D. R. TIPTON
Decorator

Painter
and
Decorator
01694 723237
07772 705856

Est. 1966

Telephone: Church Stretton
(01694) 722148
Mobile: 07808 670806

F J Roberts
Decorating
Internal and
external work
Wallpapering
Kitchen and
bathroom tiling

Tel: 01694 723862
Mob: 07946 323819

Fully Insured

Call Frazer on
07969 130011

Craven Arms 01588 672761
• Household Items
• DIY Goods
• Paint
• Key Cutting
• Electrical Goods
• Kitchen Ware
• Tools
• Wolf Tools
• Carpet Cleaner Hire
• Fertiliser and Compost
And much much more at our
hardware store

E. B. JONES
PAINTER & DECORATOR
35 Years Experience
Interior & Exterior
All Work Guaranteed
Tel: Church Stretton 01694 724010

NORMAN JONES
BISHOPS CASTLE

Domestic Appliance Repairs
Same Day / Next Day Service
where possible
Repairs: Pete 07971 252069
Sales: Norman 07816 875233

CHRIS GRAHAM
KITCHEN FITTER
A COMPLETE SERVICE

KITCHENS SUPPLIED AND FITTED OR FIT ONLY
●
NEW DOORS AND WORKTOPS TO EXISTING
KITCHENS
●
MADE TO MEASURE
FITTED WARDROBES
FREE CONSULTATION AND QUOTE

07946 413717
32
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Reflections of a wonderful 2017
Church Stretton Arts Festival
A Trustee’s View

W

hat a glorious follow up to the Jubilee Festival in
2016! The 2017 Church Stretton Arts Festival
provided great variety and great talent – and all
so well run by the Festival team and its many, many helpers.
(Please read the article in the “Thank You” section of this
Focus where all the parties involved are recognised.)

Coffee Concerts & Organ Recitals
Featuring some more newly formed ensembles, the
Coffee Concerts provided a wide range of musical styles,
instruments and sounds. The quality playing by all
performers resonated around St Laurence’s Church and
was enjoyed by substantial audiences. A truly wonderful
programme, greatly enjoyed as evidenced by the excited
“hubbub” over coffee after each concert.
The three Organ Recitals at different churches
provided the chance for the wonderful playing of diverse
programmes. These demonstrated the quite different organs
at the local churches.

Music
The outstanding quality of the technical playing by The
Martinů String Quartet and Graham Walker had to be seen
to be believed. The audience heard a performance of breathtaking musicality and flawless teamwork. A simply superb
opening concert. This was followed by 4 Girls 4 Harps
who produced a most harmonious
and varied programme including
Drama
some self-written pieces for this
Chopping Chillies was sensational.
ensemble. The sell-out audience
Has an audience ever been as
was greatly entertained by this
spell-bound for an entire hour as
world-leading harp quartet. Then
they were by Clair Whitefield?
followed a beautiful programme
The mastery of her story, her
of music from the Frith Piano
captivating story-telling and
Quartet that was well amplified
her stage movement were all
by the acoustics of St Laurence’s
amazing. Then after the interval
Church. Another excellent
she insightfully, interestingly
night for a near full audience.
and wittily answered our many
These three concerts provided
questions. We hope to see her
an incredible start to the music
again in the future.
programme.
The talk on Trail of the
The Festival’ s closing concert
The “wow” event of the
Mortimers by Philip Hume was
Festival was for many the
superbly brought to life by the
performance of a Manchester based group of young
coach tour to a number of less familiar but important sites
musicians called Kabantu. Not knowing quite what to
not normally available. Much was learned about the rise
expect, the lively audience was treated to vibrant music
to power of this notable family. Pride & Prejudice, cleverly
and singing from really talented performers. With a near
adapted for the eight performers from the Chapterhouse
“jamming” style, their coordination of occasional solos and
Theatre Company, was very well delivered. The actors coped
rhythms was masterly.
admirably with a number of roles each as this classic story
The music offering featured great performances by
unfolded.
Harmoniemusik (an acclaimed ensemble), Timothy End
(piano), Lucy Arch (cello), Ferio Saxophone Quartet
Exhibition
(featuring Huw Wiggin on soprano saxophone) and
An exceptional Exhibition this year. (Read the separate
Passamezzo in Peascod Time (mainly Elizabethan music and
article on the following pages).
readings performed in period costumes).
The Katona Twins again left us spell-bound by their
The Organisation
guitar virtuosity when playing old masterpieces and selfThe great army of volunteers strives to ensure a well
written compositions. Suddenly - and sadly - we were
organised and well run series of events. All seemed to work
heading to the final concert. Swinging at the Cotton Club
very smoothly for the audiences and there were many
certainly had us swinging to the music, bewildered by
compliments received. As ever, the Trustees will reflect
the jazz and tap dancing and enjoying great club singing.
on all that occurred and consider changes and new ideas
The final concert provided a fantastic night out. An
for the future to further enhance the great quality of the
unforgettable finish to a wonderful 2017 Festival.
organisation.
Tribute Band
A real fun night! The memorable music, performed so
entertainingly by Planet Abba, provided no excuses for
the audience not to sing freely, swing in the aisles and let
themselves loose on the dance floor. A wonderfully participative
evening when we saw many people “in a new light”!
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The Future
Preparations for the 2018 Church Stretton Arts Festival are
already under way. Keep 28th July 2018 to 12th August
2018 inclusive free on your calendar. The Trustees look
forward to another wonderful year.
Alan Stockbridge
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E is for Exhibition …
… and Enjoyment

T

he organisers of Exhibition 2017 are
delighted to report great feedback from
this year’s Art, Crafts and Photography
Exhibition. Artists, volunteers, visitors and workshop
participants all commented on how much they
enjoyed displaying their work, helping, viewing the
exhibits or having a go at a new skill: “To all involved
- well done - a superb exhibition. I shall be back next
year”; and: “...one of the best organised art and craft
festivals I have ever participated in”.

… and Excellence
“The quality of work this year is the best I’ve seen” – not a oneoff comment, but typical of many artist and visitor comments in
relation to the whole range of exhibits on show this year.

… and Expansion
A second craft room was added this year,
along with an invitation to craftspeople to submit
additional pieces. This proved popular with artists
and visitors alike: the number of craft pieces rose
from 96 last year to 200 this year, the extra space
ensuring that the huge variety of lovely work could
be displayed to best effect.

Mixing the media at Di Purser’s workshop

Opening night in the craft room
The number of framed pictures on show also
increased, as did the number of visitors (1141 paid
visitors and that doesn’t include students, exhibiting
artists and those who came back several times to view
and choose what to buy!) and sales amounting to
over £13,000. After deductions (payments to artists
less commission, workshop and other expenses),
proceeds go to the Church Stretton Arts Festival,
which is a charity.
The Exhibition is open entry – amateurs and
professionals are welcome to submit their work.
Entering is inexpensive and commission rates are
favourable: 17.5% compared with some galleries
which take 50% commission. These factors help
encourage artists to bring their work to Church
Stretton. A record 180 artists entered this year! The
organisers were thrilled to welcome several new
artists to add to their loyal regular exhibitors.
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Inking the lino with Jacqui Dodds (right)
The three excellent guest artists for 2017 were printmakers
specialising in a range of specialist processes: lino-cutting, etching,
aquatints, screen printing, blind embossing. Sadly, Paul Hipkiss
died a few weeks before the Exhibition but had the opportunity
to select his exhibits with Lynn Jeffery. His wife, Maggie, attended
the opening reception; friends, ex-pupils and colleagues visited
during the fortnight. One former teaching colleague commented:
“It’s a wonderful exhibition and Paul would have been delighted with
it”. The organisers are very grateful to Maggie, to Lynn Jeffery
who hung Paul’s work and to David Harban, also a guest artist
and a great friend and colleague of Paul’s.
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David hosted a very successful Meet the Artist session
on the last Saturday of Exhibition 2017. Thanks are also
due to Jacqui Dodds, printmaker and guest artist from
Wellington, who led a lino-printing workshop, and to
Shrewsbury artist Di Purser, who led an “Experimenting
with Acrylic Inks” workshop. Both workshops received
excellent feedback: “Fabulous - inspirational – I shall go away
inspired to try harder”.
… and Engagement
Engagement of the local community: local artists,
local volunteers, local schools: “…lovely to see GCSE art
work showing the talent of the next generation” and: “Loved
having the opportunity to see the work from the primary
school”. Artist Kathy Heinzelmann suggested the idea of
preparing a children’s sheet for recording their favourite
exhibit; this proved very popular. The imaginative results
were displayed by the entrance.

Book early for Scrappies upcoming
Children’s ‘Spooky’ Halloween Craft Workshop
Tuesday 24th October 2017
10.30am-12.30pm
or
1:30pm-3:30pm
7 years of age +
£3.50 per child
(£2 per child for Crafty Kids Club members)

One young visitor’s favourite was a
Penny Hayward photograph
Engagement of the artistic community: artists
from within 30 miles of Church Stretton (and a few
from outside that limit!) coming together, making links,
drawing inspiration from each other. The stewards for the
Exhibition are the exhibitors themselves; all are asked to
steward for three or four hours over the fortnight, giving
them the opportunity to view everyone’s work and talk to
fellow artists and visitors. “I really enjoyed both exhibiting
and helping out … So many people commented on how well
organised it was, so streamlined and so friendly”.

Urgently required: volunteer cover for Saturdays
If you would like to be part of our team, please call us
on: 01694 328508, or email: info@scrappies.org for
more information and an application form
Halloween craft resources available from
Wednesday 4th October 2017

******
The organising team wishes to extend a massive
thank you to all those who contributed to the success
of Exhibition 2017. The unfailing energy of artists and
volunteers never ceases to amaze and impress.
A visitor summed up the whole event in one word –
it doesn’t start with an E, but it ends with one:
AWESOME!
Sue Hockaday
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Arts Festival Highlights
Since the Festival organisers told us which events they were most looking forward to (see July Focus centrepread) we decided
to match their snippets with short paeans in praise of the events we had most enjoyed. Here they are:
Coffee Concerts
he Arts Festival is a highlight of the summer in Church Stretton. Unfortunately this year a
combination of visitors and trips away meant that I missed most of it, but at least I got to a
coffee concert. The coffee concerts are always a pleasure. They take place in the morning at St
Laurence’s and are short enough to fit in around the daily routine, with the added bonus of coffee,
cake and a chat afterwards. The one I went to featured Frederick Lawton, a young guitarist who played
a selection of music from different eras (before dashing off to give another concert at St Chad’s). The
music was interesting and varied and the playing accomplished. An oasis of calm in a busy day.
Patricia Thomas

T

The Martinů Quartet
he festival began with a concert of real class. What a treat to hear three of my favourite
chamber works in one evening, delivered by an exceptionally gifted and experienced
ensemble! In the first half, this venerable Czech quartet, founded over forty years ago,
gave us more than a mere snapshot of their homeland. They played the music in their blood,
with earthy performances of the lyrical Dvořák American Quartet, every bit as plangently
melodic as his New World Symphony, and the first of the two Janáček Quartets, with its
wonderful contrasts and searing intensity. They were joined in the second half by a Cambridge
cellist – how different the traditions! – for a moving rendering of one of the undisputed
masterpieces of the chamber music repertoire, the Schubert String Quintet. A spacious building
with outstanding acoustics in a beautifully sylvan setting, Concord College Theatre makes an
ideal summer festival venue, and the organisers should keep using it as much as possible. Can
we have Pimm’s and strawberries next year, please?!
Graham Ogdon

T

Chopping Chillies
his being our first Arts Festival experience in Church Stretton, we had to sample as
many performances as we had the free time and budget for. We began with the free
coffee concerts, then a selection of paid musical events, a theatrical performance and
the Mortimer talk and coach tour. Excellent though all the events were, for me the highlight
was Chopping Chillies performed by Clair Whitefield.
We were a little intrigued by the title which gave us no idea of what to expect. Was it
going to be a cookery demonstration? No. Clair describes herself as a ‘performance poet’ and
the show was a one-woman play with Clair having written the script and performing all the
character roles which were as diverse as Ajna Jan – a martial arts warrior from India - and
Katie – a young Londoner. That she pulled this off so seamlessly was quite amazing and the
audience was held spellbound for the sixty minute show. It was disappointing that the show
wasn’t a sell-out as it so richly deserved to be. Maybe that was due to the ambiguous title.
Who knows? But I do know that those of us that witnessed Chopping Chillies shared a very
special and heart-warming evening.
David Lyons

T

Katona Twins
eing a bit of an early music fan I was thrilled to find two concerts with harpsichords, two
with recorders (the treble, tenor and larger recorders being mellow and delightful, so far
removed from those shrill descant recorders we used to play at school) and a seriously
early music concert by Passamezzo on the second Friday, so I fully expected the last of these
to be the highpoint of my festival. And indeed In Peascod Time was tremendously enjoyable,
varied and amusing. But then we went to the Katona Twins concert on the last Saturday and
that was it, a fantastic climax to the festival at my last concert. Having seen them about 10 years
ago I did wonder if I would be disappointed, memory adding a golden glow, but they were and
are simply superb. The programme ranged from Albeniz via de Falla and Piazzolla to Bartok
and included their own arrangements and compositions. Their playing was so skillful and the
relaxed way they handed the lead back and forth between them was so endearing that we left
that performance on a real high, a superb finish for an excellent festival for me. Thanks very
much to the organisers for all the hard work that goes into making this festival the success it is;
a real plum in the delightful pudding that is life in Church Stretton.
Bronwen Taylor

B
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Accident Repairs
Diagnostic Specialists
Body & Mechanical Repairs
Servicing - M.O.T. Testing Station
Local Recoveries
Tyre Repair and Replacement
HMJ TYRES

Shropshire SY6 6PG
Telephone: (01694) 723939
Email: enquiries @thecentralgarage.co.uk
website: www.thecentralgarage.co.uk

WINTER
TYRES
&
ALL LEADING
MAKES
SUPPLIED

EXHAUSTS

Crossways, Church Stretton,

BATTERIES

Crossways,
Church Stretton

01694 723583

PAUL
FORRESTER
Quality Carpentry
and Joinery
Affordable Prices
COVERING A RANGE
OF SERVICES
SPECIALISING IN:
• Doors
• Skirting & Architrave
• Flooring
• Kitchens
• Bedrooms
• Bathrooms
• Tiling
• Lofts
• Painting/Decorating
• Storage Solutions
• Work Stations
• Sheds & Workshops
• Gardens & paving
• Decking & Pergolas

Church Stretton
Taxis
Fully Licenced Hackney Carriage

Mervyn Price
Local pick-ups, Long or
short runs, Airport transfers.
Any job considered.

Call 07487 650889
Email: mervprice@
btinternet.com
www.churchstrettontaxi.com
Stretton Focus

For a Professional,
Friendly and
Enthusiastic Response
Call 07795 170938
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Firewood for Local Communities and Tree Protection

T

he Tree Group Annual General Meeting this year
has two themes – sustainable firewood and tree
protection. We have two speakers presenting very
different topics which we hope will be of general interest
to all. The meeting is at the Methodist Church Hall
on Wednesday 11th October at 7.30pm and is open to
everyone.
Tim Selman, Managing Director of the Wyre Forest
Community Land Trust (WyreCLT), a social enterprise
managing 100 hectares of woodland, will be explaining
the Firewood for Local Communities scheme which was
launched in 2016 with the Shropshire Rural Communities
Charity (SRCC) to supply hardwood firewood on a bulk
arrangement to support the sustainable management of
ancient woodlands in the Wyre Forest. Working closely

Where Was It?
The photo on page 15 features part of the frontage
above the windows of the antique shop at 26 Sandford
Avenue. The building used to be the post office but
was originally built in 1912 by T E Bytheway who had
a drapery business there until about 1923 when he
retired. The stonework depicted shows his initials and
the date of construction. Why not go and see it?

Trivia Answers
1. Circumference
2. Blossom
3. British Petroleum
4. Nick Park
5. Warren

with the local community, the woodlands are being restored
sensitively to help boost the woodland wildlife which has
been in decline.
Whilst the good timber is used for higher value things
like beams, there is a huge volume that is only good for
wood fuel. The SRCC has introduced a Fuel Buying Scheme
that allows members to order logs, in partnership with
WyreCLT, or to purchase cheaper heating oil and LPG
through a bulk buy scheme. The firewood is currently only
available in postcodes WV16, WV15, SY7 and SY8 as it is
still a pilot project, but it is hoped that it will be extended
to cover more areas. As part of the sustainable management
programme the CLT also produces gates, log stores and
oak furniture all created from timber sourced from local
woodlands. They rely on a host of volunteers to work on
numerous conservation projects in the woodland, orchards
and wildflower meadows, and Tim will be providing an
insight into some of this work.
The evening will also include a presentation by
Dougald Purce, Tree and Woodland Amenity Protection
Officer with Shropshire Council, who is responsible for
Tree Preservation Orders, trees in conservation areas and
planning applications. Dougald will be able to provide
information on all these issues and how trees are assessed for
‘amenity value’, especially important in a tree-rich area like
Church Stretton. There will be plenty of time for a question
and answer session, so do come prepared with your thoughts
on tree protection. The final part of the evening will be the
short Tree Group AGM.
Hilary Hymas

The Royal Society
for the Protection of
Birds
The South Shropshire Local Group of the RSPB has a
programme of talks and walks throughout 2017.
Talks (including refreshments) are £1.50 to Local Group
Members and £4 to Visitors, under 18s half price
Walks are free.
Coming up:
10th October: ‘Wildlife of the Stiperstones’ an illustrated
talk by Simon Cooter
7.30pm at Culmington Village Hall
Enquiries: Carol Wood 07807 068304
21st October: Wildlife walk at Whitcliffe Common,
Ludlow
10.00am meet in lay-by on the Common (SO 505 743)
Pub lunch in Ludlow
Leader: Gail Ellis 01584 873465
For further information visit our website
www.rspbsouthshropshire.co.uk
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A. Morgan Builders
Local family business
For all your maintenance needs.
Extensions, alterations, roofing.
UPVC windows, doors & conservatories.
Garden walls and paving.
No job too small or large
Tel: 01694 751774 07930 332131

l
ca
Lo
e
h
s
ll t ert
Ca Exp

Groundworkers with over 25 years experience
✔ Local
Extensions, Drainage works, Landscaping
and Specialist Jobs
✔ Routine
Foundations, Retainer walls, Complex projects
Tel: 01694 722121 www.farmersplantservices.co.uk

A • 2 • Z CONSTRUCTION
A COMPLETE BUILDING SERVICE
Extensions • Alterations
Maintenance • Renovations
Groundwork • Hardwood Flooring
Facias • Soffits • Guttering • Roofing
All work guaranteed & fully insured

Stephen Pritchard
Tel: 01694 751201 (home)
07970 931658 (mobile)

JOHN HAMMOND
Building and Carpentry
Carpentry • Bathrooms
Interior Tiling • Kitchens
General Repairs and Maintenance
for Home and Garden
For a free Fixed Price Quotation,
call

01694 724060
07815 130793
WYNSTONE, CUNNERY ROAD,
CHURCH STRETTON,
SHROPSHIRE SY6 6AF

Stretton Focus

Ross Robotham

ABBEY CARPETS

Property
Maintenance

12 Beaumont Rd. Church Stretton SY6 6BN
01694 722719 07527 886531

•Tiling
•Decorating
•Flooring
•Home Repairs
•Exterior repairs
Local and Competitive

07546 814215

October 2017

(Mark & Jane Brain)

Over 35 yrs experience is our quality fitting guarantee
Personal Service throughout
Home Choose Available
Saturday appointments by arrangement

Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 9.30 - 4pm
www.abbeycarpetsltd.co.uk
Email: jane@abbeycarpetsltd.co.uk
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AMY PAUL & CO
ACCOUNTANTS
Established 1987

ACCOUNTS, TAX
BOOK-KEEPING,
VAT, PAYE
Clients visited anytime
Reasonable Fees
Call Amy Chapman
01694 720000
07768 436770

amypaulandco@clara.co.uk

PHILIP HOOPER

L.V. Priestley & Son

PIANO &
HARPSICHORD
TUNER

10 High Street
Church Stretton, SY6 6BU

REPAIRS &
OVERHAULS
TEL:- 01694 724461
40

James, Holyoak & Parker Ltd
Chartered Accountants

SOLICITORS

1 Knights Court, Archers Way,
Battlefield Enterprise Park,
Shrewsbury, SY1 3GA
Providing quality service to business
and personal clients throughout
Shropshire and the Borders

Telephone (01694) 724440
Email: lvpandson@btconnect.com

For further details telephone or email
Nerys Parker, Keith Edwards or
Jon Rimmer on: 01743 453933
or email: admin@jhpca.co.uk

EXPERTS in
Conveyancing and Leases

Registered by the Institute of Chartered Accountants in
England & Wales to carry out company audit work
James, Holyoak & Parker is the trading name of
James, Holyoak & Parker Ltd registered in England,
company number 5374878

FREE estimates without obligation
All enquiries welcome
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Royal British Legion – Church Stretton Branch

R

emembrancetide in November is fast approaching,
with a busy two weeks for the local branch of the
Royal British Legion. The following is advanced
notice of some of the activities for your diary.
Local children will help to remember by visiting
the War Memorial on Longhills Road and attending the
Cunnery Road Cemetery to help veterans and others affix
Union Flags to the graves where servicemen from two
World Wars are buried or are remembered on graves of
their relatives. RBL members will meet the children in the
primary school and talk to them about the RBL and its
history.
On Remembrance Saturday 11th November – During
the day poppies will be available from volunteers in the
main streets. In the evening at 7.30pm the Remembrance
Poppy Concert will take place at the Church Stretton
School Theatre given by the Shrewsbury Police Choir. You
are guaranteed an entertaining evening by the choir under
the direction of Jim Edmunds. Tickets cost £8 from John
Thomas Florist, Wrights Estate Agents, Burway Books and
British Legion Members.

On Remembrance Sunday
12th November, the annual
parade will take place followed
by a Remembrance Service in St.
Laurence’s Church. Those who wish
to will then proceed to the War
Memorial for two minutes’ silence
and the playing of the Last Post at
11am.

Messy Church

URC Voice

Membership
Anyone who wants to be a member of the Royal British
Legion, even if you are not an ex-serviceman or woman,
can join the Legion on payment of a small subscription by
telephoning 0808 802 8080 and quoting RBL Church
Stretton Branch 3177. Every penny that is collected on
the Poppy Appeal or from activities such as the concert
goes to help the people it is intended for. The members’
subscriptions pay for the administration of this important
charity. If you don’t want to join but would like to help,
then please call the undersigned on 01694 722473.
John Corfield – Publicity Officer 01694 722473

Asses and Hogs
am attempting to write for URC
voice in the middle of August.
The Stretton festival has just finished and the Prom
concerts are well under way. We have been able to enjoy a
feast of music both nationally and locally. We are fortunate
in Church Stretton that we have so many able musicians
willing to share their talents with the rest of us. We benefit
from their performances in coffee concerts and the like and
their teaching through the University of the Third Age.
This year is the 500th anniversary of the nailing of
Luther’s treatises to the church door thereby signalling the
start of the Reformation. One of the reforms which was
important to Martin Luther was congregational singing. He
expressed his strong views about music and worship in the
following uncompromising words:
“Next to the word of God, the noble art of music is
the greatest treasure in the world. It controls our hearts,
minds and spirits. A person who does not regard music as a
marvellous creation of God does not deserve to be called a
human being; he should be permitted to hear nothing but
the braying of asses and the grunting of hogs!”
He wanted everyone to be able to sing of their faith in
their native tongue.
Ageing congregations and shortage of accompanists
are making it more and more difficult to maintain
congregational singing, but we should do all we can to
encourage it. Singing together is a great act of fellowship
and we should take part in it even if our contribution
resembles the braying of asses and the grunting of hogs!
Howard Bridge

I
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Stress and Counselling
Stretton & Shropshire Cancer Care

S

tress has been shown by research to be a prominent
issue faced by patients following a cancer diagnosis.
There is also evidence that stress may affect the degree
of benefit offered by chemotherapy or radiotherapy in
affected patients. It doesn’t help that counselling services
are not part of a routine NHS approach to cancer aimed at
reducing that stress.
We are relatively well-served for counselling although
sometimes access is limited because of demand. ,There is a
clinical psychologist who works with referred cancer patients
through the Community Health Trust, the Hamar Centre at
the Royal Shrewsbury Hospital offers counselling on a selfreferral basis and in Shrewsbury there is the independent
Confide Counselling Service.

Rotary News

W

e’ve mentioned before that we are
very happy to support the younger
members of our community who are
undertaking voluntary work abroad. All we ask is that they
are making efforts to raise money themselves and that they
come along afterwards and give us a talk about their trips.
Three of whom we’ve been able to support recently are as
follows:
Hannah Pidduck from Bishop’s Castle, who has been
nursing in Nepal.
Florence Morgan from All Stretton, training in
Optometry, who is currently in Malawi, testing people’s
eyesight and providing them with glasses, training medical

Gardening in October

O

ur Summer Show was once again a very pleasant
event. Entries were down on last year but quality
overall was good, and it was nice to have ‘elbow
room’ to stage the exhibits. The tea ladies were kept busy
all afternoon. Trophies were awarded to the winners, and
the RHS Banksian Medal – the premier award for most
points in the horticultural classes – went to Martin Moules
of Shrewsbury. Thanks to everyone for all the hard work on
the day.
Growth will be slowing down in the garden now. Spent
foliage should be cleared from the flowerbeds and vegetable
areas. Remove weeds and dig over any empty ground. Bring
tender plants and bulbs into the greenhouse and keep frostfree over the winter. Rhubarb can be divided, replanting
pieces with two or three buds into well-manured soil. Keep
watered for a while.
October onwards is the best time to move or plant
new shrubs and trees while the soil is still relatively warm.
Spring-flowering bulbs, including alliums, should be
planted soon, the larger the bulb the deeper it is planted
(approximately twice the depth of a bulb). Indoor bulbs
grown in an attractive bowl make good Christmas presents.
Prepared hyacinths, narcissi and hippeastrums are the more
usual ones available.
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Janet Radford, from Confide, will be talking at Stretton
and Shropshire Cancer Care’s meeting on Monday October
9th at 2.30pm in the Jubilee Room at Mayfair. Confide
is a charity which is based in Shrewsbury and has been
providing counselling services for over 30 years. They work
for the NHS and also provide privately funded services.
Confide has built a strong reputation for innovation. It
recently gained funding to provide services to the Armed
Forces community and was also an Aviva Award winner.
Janet will tell us about the range of services Confide
provides and what people receiving counselling can expect
to experience. Their Shrewsbury base is in the town centre
and they can also offer telephone counseling.
Stretton & Shropshire Cancer Care welcomes anyone
affected by cancer – whether patient, carer, bereaved or just
worried. Meetings are on second Mondays in the month
in the Jubilee Room at Mayfair, starting at 2.30pm. Our
afternoon finishes with tea in the Mayfair café.
staff in optical procedures and helping with operations.
Finally, Emma Bishop from Craven Arms, whom we
supported for her teaching work in Zambia. By the time
you read this she will have been to one of our meetings to
tell us about her trip.
So, if you are a young person planning to help with
voluntary work abroad or you know someone who is
thinking of volunteering, please contact us and we’ll see if
we can help.
If you like the many ways in which we serve our
community and the wider world, in this and many other
ways, we would love you to join us. Why not come to one
of our meetings and find out more? Please contact us at
agroby2000@btinternet.com or on 01694 722159.
George Roby
The last outing of the season is a visit to Llanover
Gardens, Abergavenny, on 10th October, and our next
evening meeting is on 31st October in the Silvester Horne
Institute, 7 for 7.30pm, a talk by Dr Steven Reynolds:
‘What’s up Doc’.
Ena Hooper, Church Stretton and District Gardening Club

Table Top Sale
URC Hall, High Street, Church Stretton, SY6 6BY
Saturday 4th November, 10am to 2pm
Entrance free
Cakes, Cards, Gifts , Jewellery, Bric-a-brac
… and much more!
Refreshments available
In aid of RNLI
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4, High Street, Church Stretton, Shropshire, SY6 6BU
01694 720189
info@thedoorknockercompany.co.uk
www.thedoorknockercompany.co.uk

A. S. MORRIS & SON
Sandford Avenue, Church Stretton

FUNERAL DIRECTORS
PRIVATE CHAPEL
Tel: Church Stretton 722876
NIGHT AND DAY
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Churches in the Strettons
ANGLICAN CHURCH (The United Parish of St Laurence, Church Stretton, with St Michael & All Angels, All
Stretton, and All Saints, Little Stretton) Rector: Rev’d Richard Hill (Tel: 722585)
Website: www.strettonparish.org.uk
Sunday Services
Holy Communion (a quiet reflective service) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  8.00 am
Morning Worship
Holy Communion every Sunday, except Morning Prayer on 4th Sunday. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  9.30 am
Refreshments in Parish Centre. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10.20 until 11.05 am
Special Service. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  11.05 am
All ages 1st Sunday; children go out to groups other Sundays; Communion on the 4th Sunday
Crèche facilities provided with this service every Sunday
Groups for children and youth groups on all but 1st Sunday, when all ages stay together
Evening Worship. (On 4th Sunday Holy Communion with special prayers for Healing). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  6.00 pm
XZone - For pupils in Church Stretton School. Tuesday (years 7-8), Wednesday (years 9-11). . . .  12.30 - 1.00 pm
Elev8 - Years 11-14, Tuesday 3.30 - 5.00; Years 15+, Wednesday 7.00 - 8.30pm during term time; Parish Centre
Youthzone - Sunday mornings during 11.05 service for 11-16yrs (except 1st Sunday in month); Meet in Church
Young people (11+): Contact the Office on 724224. Youth @ St. Laurence’s: Becky Merriman 07583 158949
Weekday Activities: Many house groups and activities are held throughout the week. Contact the Parish Office
for details or see church notice boards or leaflets in church.
Thursdays: Holy Communion. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  11.30 am
All Saints, Little Stretton. A traditional Sunday Service is held each Sunday
Week 1:
Evening Prayer. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  3.00 pm
Weeks 2, 4 and 5: Holy Communion. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  11.00 am
Week 3:
Morning Prayer. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  11.00 am
St Michael’s & All Angels, All Stretton (Local Ecumenical Partnership with URC) Contact: 724224
Sunday Services
Week 1: Morning Worship
10.30 am
Week 2: Holy Communion (Anglican)
10.30 am
Week 3: Morning Worship
10.30 am
10.30 am
Week 4: Holy Communion (URC)
Week 5: Holy Communion (Traditional Anglican)
10.30 am
The Parish Office is in the Parish Centre, Church St. (Tel: 724224).
Open Tuesday 8.30am - 1.00pm; 2.00 - 4.00pm; Thursday 8.30am - 12.30pm; Friday 8.30am - 1.00 pm
Secretary: Jo Aze. Email: office@strettonparish.org.uk
METHODIST CHURCH Minister: Rev’d Hazel Ratcliffe (Tel: 724923)
Website: www.churchstretton-methodistchurch.org.uk
Hall bookings: Carole Coles (Tel: 724958)
Sunday Services
10.30 am
Morning Service
Weekday Activities: Craft and Conversation. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10.00am - 12.00noon
2nd Tuesday in month: Wives and Friends group. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  7.30 pm
Wednesdays: Prayer Group. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.30 - 2.00pm
Wednesdays: Network . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2.30 pm
Wednesdays: Babies and toddlers. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  10.00 am
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS (QUAKERS) Clerk: Sandy Fairhurst (Tel: 724287)
Sundays: Meetings for worship in the Silvester Horne Committee Room; Children welcome . . . . . . . . .  10.30 am
For details of home discussion groups which meet at 7.30 pm, please telephone the Clerk.
ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH Priest: Rev’d Fr. Ambrose Nicholson (Tel: 01694 658091)
St Milburga’s, Church Stretton
Sunday:
Mass. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  9.15 am
Tuesday - Friday:
Daily Mass. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  9.30 am
Saturday:
Evening Mass. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  6.30 pm
Catholic Women’s League meets every 2nd Thursday 10.30 am
St Walburga’s, Plowden
Sunday Mass . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  11.00 am
UNITED REFORMED CHURCH Minister: (vacant)
Website: churchstretton.urc.org.uk
Sunday Services
Worship, with Activity Club for children, followed by refreshments in the church hall. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  10.30 am
(On the 1st Sunday in month worship includes Holy Communion)
Weekday Activities
(Week 1) Ladies’ Group . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2.30 pm
Mondays:
Wednesdays:
(Week 1) Ladies’ Link. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  7.30 pm
Wednesdays:
Half hour meeting for prayer and discussion. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  9.30 am
For further information please telephone the Church Secretary (722107). Room hire (Tel: 722092)
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Clubs and Societies in Church Stretton with names of Secretary and contact details

Adult Community Learning
Pam Allsop
723899 pamallsop@churchway.plus.com
Allotment Gardens Association
Alan Mileson
723999 amileson@lineone.net
All Stretton Village Hall
Liz Vinnamon
724278 asvhbookings@yahoo.com
All Stretton History Society
Ruth Grafton
723187 janegra@waitrose.com
All Stretton Village Society
Colin Osborne
724127 colosborne@hotmail.co.uk
Alzheimers Carer’s Support (Mayfair)
Jackie Pennington
722077 [Monthly, 2nd Friday, 2.00pm] www.mayfaircentre.org
Amnesty, Church Stretton Group
Barbara Parnell
720040
Archers, Bowmen of Caradoc
Jeremy Hilditch
723593 www.bowmenofcaradoc.co.uk
Archers, Long Mynd
Sue Williamson
722767 sue@chelmickforge.co.uk
Army Cadet Force, Longmynd Valley
Sgt Grey		
ArtsAlive (Church Stretton)
Michael Walker
720132 fontenay1@btinternet.com
Arts Festival, Church Stretton & South Shropshire
Gloria Carter
724106 carter555@f2s.com
Badminton Club (Monday 8-10pm)
Mike Rounsefell
724162 midiblue@tiscali.co.uk
Badminton Club (Junior and Adult, Wednesday)
Alan Fox
725588 alandavidfox@live.co.uk
Book Sales (Mayfair)
Tony Crowe
723292
Bowling Club, Church Stretton Town
Andrew Morton
723460 morton2@btinternet.com
Bowling Club, Church Stretton Probus
David Morris
720035
Bowling Club, Indoor
Alan Mileson
723999 amileson@lineone.net
Bowling Club, Ladies’
Mrs M Paine
722489
Bridge Club (Thursday 1-5pm, All Stretton Vlge Hall) Dom Wilson
723128 www.bridgewebs.com/churchstretton
Bridleways Association, Long Mynd and District
Lynn Townsend
722667
Brownies, Church Stretton
Judy Russell
724056 davejudy1@googlemail.co.uk
Busy Bees Preschool
Lorna Hart
724812 busybeespreschool@live.co.uk
Camera Club, Longmynd
Graham Brown
01743 353485 secretary@longmyndcameraclub.co.uk
Cancer Care, Stretton and Shropshire
Lesley McIntyre
723427
Cancer Research UK
Sue Toghill
722713 susantoghill@outlook.com
Chamber of Trade, Church Stretton
Alan Hyatt
723737 also Stuart Wright 722237
Steve Rooney
723724 steve.rooney@marshbrookprint.com
Chess Club, Church Stretton
Choral Society, Stretton
Pam Cole
723604 strettonchoral@gmail.com; www.strettonchoral.org.uk
Churches Together
Lesley Richards
722068
Citizens Advice Bureau
c/o Mayfair
722077 (Mayfair) [Thursdays] www.mayfaircentre.org.uk
Civic Society, The Strettons
Charles Simmonds
724117 candp.simmonds@googlemail.com
Civil Service Retirement Fellowship, C S Group
John Brewer
722965
Climate Care, Stretton
David Howard
722904
Club, Church Stretton & District
Mrs Sharon Davies
723193 www.churchstrettonclub.com; Facebook:Club CSD
Community Group, Church Stretton
John Woolmer
751245 johnwoolmer@fsmail.net
Country Market (ex WI)
c/o Mayfair
722077 (Mayfair) [Fridays] www.mayfaircentre.org.uk
John Woolmer
751245 johnwoolmer@fsmail.net
CPRE (Campaign to Protect Rural England)
Credit Union
c/o Mayfair
722077 (Mayfair) [Wednesdays] www.mayfaircentre.org.uk
Todd Cornehls
07807 160860 toddcornehls@hotmail.com
Cricket Club
Croquet Club
Fane Conant
722610 fane@conant.org.uk; www.churchstrettoncroquet.org.uk
Cub Scouts, Longmynd (Tuesday Pack)
Mrs Jane Wrench
723923 janewrench@f2s.com
Terry Davies
723477 mrterrydavies@hotmail.com
Cub Scouts, Longmynd (Wednesday Pack)
Darts, Church Stretton and District League
Mark Davies (Verd)
07588 517955 verddavies72@gmail.com
Dementia Carers’ Support
Emma Wilde
01743 341800
Dominoes, Church Stretton and District League
Martin Salisbury
723253
Dramatic Society, All Stretton Amateur
Eric Huff
723706 mail@plush-hill.co.uk
Nicola McPherson
722077 [Thursday mornings] www.mayfaircentre.org.uk
Extend (Gentle Exercise) Mayfair
Fitness Classes
Pam Allsop
723899 pamallsop@churchway.plus.com
Flicks in the Sticks (All Stretton)
Kate Latchford
723378 terri@artsalive.co.uk
Flicks in the Sticks (Church Stretton)
Eric and Lesley Brown
724330 ec.brown@btinternet.com
Football Club, Church Stretton Town
Nick Cole
724362 nick@eloc.eclipse.co.uk
Nick Cole
724362 nick@eloc.eclipse.co.uk
Football Club, Magpies (5-16 years old)
Football Club, Stretton Red Rovers (6-15 years old)
Martin Watts
723543 contact@redrovers.org.uk
Gardening Club, Acton Scott
Barbara Halsey
723270 barbarahalsey@btinternet.com
Gardening Club, Church Stretton & District
Elisabeth Davies
722280 elisabeth_davies@hotmail.co.uk
Geological Society, Shropshire
Keith Hotchkiss
723130 kah22@btinternet.com
Office
01588 650206 office@longmynd.com
Gliding, Midlands Gliding Club Ltd
Golf Club
James Townsend
722281 secretary@churchstrettongolfclub.co.uk
Good Neighbours Thursday Lunch Club
Margaret Hamer
722407 (or Dawn Longmore 722328)
Guiding, 2nd Church Stretton
Ana Ireland
723390 anaireland001@gmail.com
Hockey Club, Stretton Juniors (5-15 years old)
Martin Watts
723543 mlwatts@yahoo.co.uk
Horse Show, Church Stretton
Sarah Davies
771370 daviesblackhurst@aol.com
Interfaith Forum, South Shropshire
Canon Noel Beattie
725530
Inner Wheel Club, Church Stretton
Anne Tipper
771808 anne.tipper@gmail.com
Judo, Junior
Roger Houston
01743 358415 RogerHoustonJudo@aol.com
Karate Club
Dave Shephard
724212 daveshepard1379@gmail.com
Keep Fit, Stretton
Lisa Ryan
751369
Lesbian & Bisexual Women, Border Women Social Group			 borderwomen.net
Lions Club, Middlemarches
Tricia Morris
01588 673525
Local History Group
Janette Murray
722465 csalhg@outlook.com
Ian Price
722020
Long Mynd Adventure Camp
Martial Arts, Freestyle		
07852 961675 freestylemartiaarts.com/stretton
Masonic Lodge (Caer Caradoc)
Chas Trendell
731303 7z3a4c6346@gmail.com
Masonic Lodge (Longmynd)
Christopher Morris
07802 167521 www.longmyndlodge.org.uk
Maysi Project
Jenny Englefield
722077 information@mayfaircentre.org.uk
Stella Jandrell
724531 daj1956scp@btinternet.com
Methodist Church Network Group
Mothers’ Union, Church Stretton
Sheila Smith
722064
Neighbourhood Watch, Church Stretton
Jeff Thomas
723255 jeffthomas7eh@btinternet.com
Ornithological Society, Stretton Branch
John Arnfield
724170 arnfield.2@osu.edu
Parish Paths Partnership
John Goyne
723914 johngoyne@btinternet.com
Richard Broughton
01743 718174 parky@twood.net
Parkinson’s UK
Photography, Marches Independent
Geoff Taylor
723301 gtaylor.photo@btinternet,com
Pilates (exercise)
c/o Mayfair
722077 (Mayfair) [Tuesdays am] www.mayfaircentre.org.uk
Pilates (exercise)
Sandra Liebrecht
781660 selenaorme@yahoo.co.uk
Probus, Strettondale
Alan Stockbridge
722317 alan.stockbridge@btinternet.com
Rail User’s Association, Church Stretton
David Aston
722604 www.strettonrailusers.org.uk
Railway Society, Strettons
Ian Dormor
723456 i.dormor@daelnet.co.uk
Radio Control Model Club, Church Stretton
Tim Goodwin
720392 tmgdwn@gmail.com
RAF Roundel Club
Al Ussher
724717
Rainbows, Church Stretton
Tracey Prosser
07376 131885 tracey.prosser@hotmail.co.uk
Ramblers, The South Shropshire Group
Sue Jones
01588 672437 s.jones957@btinternet.com
Rambling Group, Stretton
Sheila Barber
722928 sandgbarber62@btinternet.com
Rangers (Girl Guides) Church Stretton Group
Ana Ireland
723390 anaireland001@gmail.com
Readers Group at the Library
Felicity
722535 churchstretton.library@shropshire.gov.uk
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RNLI
Brian Bradley
722138
Rotary Club of Church Stretton
Preb David Crowhurst 01743 718049
Round Table, Church Stretton
Paul Stephens
722288
Royal British Legion
Les Mackey
724992
Rushbury and Cardington WI
Kaye Smith
771554
Save the Children
Ann Hurst
771622
Scottish Dancers, Stretton
David Thomas
722107
Scouts, 2nd Longmynd Group
Brian Faulkner
723567
Scrappies - Shropshire Children’s Scrapstore		
328508
Senior Citizens, Church Stretton
Margaret Haywood
722454
Shropshire Strummers
Adrian Thomas
724657
Singers, The More Singers
Deborah Croom-Johnson 07495 112795
Singers, Stretton Community
Kate Buttolph
07974 382989
Skatepark Group
c/o Mayfair
722077
Soaring Association, Long Mynd (model gliders)
Tim Goodwin
720392
Soaring Club, Long Mynd (Hangliding & paragliding)
Tim Dunn
01588 672919
Stepping Stones Nursery
Anne Arkwright
722341
Stretton Players
Simon Cleaton
07510 390981
Stroke Group, Church Stretton and District
Breda Parish
723485
Swing Band, Stretton
Jamie Wrench
723923
Table Tennis, Church Stretton
Bernard Colvin
724084
Table Tennis, Leebotwood
Will Priestley
724223
Table Tennis, Rushbury
Ian Pennington
771410
T’ai Chi
James Lanyon
722077
Taiko Drumming
James Barrow
720169
Taoist Tai Chi, Longmynd
Jo Lendon
01743 369787
Tennis Club
Claire Hatfield
720123
Theatre & Concert Group, Stretton
Jenny or Graham Heath
722216
Traidcraft (fairly traded goods)
Maureen Clow
722000
Tree Group, Church Stretton
Hilary Hymas
723208
Tuesday Day Centre, Church Stretton
Eileen Roberts
720086
United Nations Association, C S Branch
Ruth Davies
724304
University of the Third Age (U3A)
Lesley Brown
724330
Visually Impaired Group (Mayfair)
George Jones
722207
Walkers are Welcome
John Woolmer
751245
Walking for Health
Nicola McPherson
722077
Walking Football
Ken Willis
328514
Wildlife Group, SACWG, Community
Penny Bienz
724853
Wally Blake
724040
Wildlife Trust, Strettons Branch
Women’s Business Club, Church Stretton
Christine Williams
07801 482656
Women’s Group, Church Stretton 1990
Jaki Moores
722940
Women’s Institute, CS Marmaladies WI
Karen Solomons
07981 427355
Women’s Inst., Eaton u Heywood & Hope Bowdler
Alex Freeland
722532
Women’s Inst., Rushbury and Cardington
Kaye Smith
771554
Women’s Institute, All Stretton
Kate Ratcliff
724422
Yoga
Andrea Ford
724317
Yoga (Mayfair)
c/o Mayfair
722077
Youth Club (Mayfair)
Nicola McPherson
722077
Youth @ St Laurence’s
Becky Merriman
07583 158949

b.glenmoar@gmail.com
d.crowhurst@btinternet.com
paul@woodnall.co.uk
sulesmackey@btinternet.com
ann.hurst46@gmail.com
bandcfaulkner@tiscali.co.uk
info@scrappies.org
adrianuke@googlemail.com
Annturner512@hotmail.com
kate@playonperformingarts.co.uk
www.mayfaircentre.org.uk
info@lmsa.org.uk www.lmsa.org.uk
coaching@longmynd.org
strettonplayers@gmail.com
or Iris Edwards 723178
jamie.wrench@lineone.net
bernard_colvin@hotmail.com
ianpennington133@btinternet.com
(Mayfair) www.mayfaircentre.org.uk
James@taikowest.com
jolendon@hotmail.co.uk
mail@strataassociates.co.uk
heath@knollcrest.co.uk; strettontheatreandconcert.net
(Mayfair) [Thursdays, 10.30 - 1.00]
hilaryhymas7@gmail.com
daviescs@btinternet.com
strettonu3a@yahoo.com
johnwoolmer@fsmail.net
(Mayfair) www.mayfaircentre.org.uk
gordonwillis@go-plus.net
sacwg@shropscwgs.org.uk
christine.williams0@btinternet.com
ganjax@btinternet.com
alexfreeeland@hotmail.co.uk
kayerubetta.smith@btinternet.com
4ratcliffs@gmail.com
Jane Hider 723468
(Mayfair) www.mayfaircentre.org.uk
(Mayfair) www.mayfaircentre.org.uk
www.strettonparish.org.uk

Additions and corrections to this list should be addressed to: The Editor, Stretton Focus, by email: editor@strettonfocus.org.uk
Church Stretton Town Councillors
Town Clerk: Marian M Giles RFO Christine M Harvey Office Hours: Monday to Friday 10.00am - 1.00pm and 2.00 - 4.30pm
Council Office: 60 High Street, Church Stretton SY6 6BY. Tel: 722113, Fax: 723608. email: secretary@churchstretton-tc.gov.uk
South Ward		
North Ward		 Little Stretton Ward
Mike Bugiel
720104 or 723690
David Wilks
723139 Mike Walker (Deputy Mayor) 720132
Mark Morris
722741
Michael Braid (Mayor)
723364 Linda Jay
07795 268643
Hilary Claytonsmith 781666
Bob Welch
722998 All Stretton Ward
Lee Chapman
723965 or 07458 117559 Eileen Roberts
720086 Richard Hickman
722006 or 07944 505146
Hilary Luff
724270			 Sandra Baker
724394
Shropshire (Unitary) Councillors for the Area
David Evans
01588 672179
email: david.evans@shropshire.gov.uk
Lee Chapman
723965 or 07458 117559 email: Lee.chapman@shropshire.gov.uk, Leechapman.cstc@gmail.com (for CS tc business)
MP for Ludlow Constituency: Philip Dunne, 54 Broad St, Ludlow, SY8 1GP, 01584 872187.
StrettonDale Area Partnership
Chairman: Richard Hubbard, rhubbard05@btinternet.com; Deputy Chairman: John Sumner, 724678, john@thesumners.info
StettonDale Local Joint Comm, Lisa Bedford (Community Working, Shrops Council), 07990 085656 lisa.bedford@shropshire.gov.uk
Responsibilities for Public Services
Domestic rubbish: Shropshire Council
0345 678 9007
Street cleaning: Shropshire Council
0345 678 9006
Electricity power failure:
105
Gas emergencies
0800 111999
Last collection at Family Shopper letter box Weekdays 6.00pm, Saturdays 12.00 noon, No collection Sundays and Bank Holidays
Some useful numbers
Medical Centre - appointments
722129
Medical Centre - general enquiries
722127
111
Shropdoc
0333 222 6655
NHS Choices
Church Stretton School
722209
St Lawrences C of E Primary School
722682
Shropshire Council (Shrewsbury)
0345 678 9000
South Shropshire Furniture Scheme
01584 877751
Good Neighbours Care Group
724242
Sports and Leisure Centre (Teme Leisure)
720051
Ring and Ride
720025
Church Stretton Library
722535
Domestic Abuse Helpline: 0800 783 1359 - 24hr support
Visitor Information Centre and Shropshire Customer First Point: 723133
South Shropshire Housing Association: 0300 3031190 (Housing and Support)
Police - Non emergency only 101, Emergency 999
Local Police Team Message Service (not to be used for crime or emergencies): 01743 264773 or csca.snt@westmercia.pnn.police.uk
CS Local Police Team: PS 1396 Adrian Woolley; PC 2148 Ingrid Tozer; PCSO 6064 Lisa Thomas; PCSO 6417 David Baron; PCSO 40002 Julia St John-Martin
Neighbourhood Watch Crime stoppers: 0800 555 111. Twitter: @SouthShropCops
Police Station now closed, but there is a 24 hour telephone service there connected to another centre.
Support at Mayfair Community Centre - run by the Community for the Community 722077
For activities and support groups at Mayfair, please refer to the entries under ‘Clubs and Societies’ and to their advertisement.
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Stretton Directory: Index to Advertisers
Accommodation
see Hotels, B&B and Self Catering

Clothes
Entertaining Elephants	������������ 23

Accountants
Amy Paul & Co ........................40
James, Holyoak & Partner	������� 40
RLW	����������������������������������������� 40
Titanium Accountants	�������������� 40

Coaches
Caradoc Coach Hire	���������������� 37

Architects
Batch Valley Design	����������������� 14
Fox Associates	������������������������ 14
Simon R Brown	����������������������� 14
Bathrooms
see Plumbers, Bathrooms, Kitchens
Beauty, Slimming
see Hairdressers, Health, Beauty
Bed and Breakfast, Self Catering
see Hotels, B&B and Self Catering
Bookshop
Burway Books	������������������������� 19
Builders, Plant & Equipment
A 2 Z Construction	������������������� 39
A Morgan	��������������������������������� 39
AP Property Services.	������������� 17
A P Sale 	���������������������������������� 39
Ben Homden	��������������������������� 52
Door Knocker Company	���������� 44
EJ & GJ Groom	����������������������� 14
Farmer Plant Services	������������� 39
Joe Drury	��������������������������������� 14
John Hammond	����������������������� 39
Paul Tinsley	����������������������������� 14
Peter Tip's Tipper	��������������������� 29
Town & Country Roofing	���������� 39
Window, Door & Conserv. Co.	� 29
Cafés
see Restaurants, Cafés, Pubs
Cards and Gifts
Stretton Print & Supplies 	�������� 52
Care Homes
Barchester, Field House	���������� 43
Morris Care, Stretton Hall	�������� 43
Carpenters & Joiners
John Hammond	����������������������� 39
Mark Terry	�������������������������������� 37
Paul Forrester	�������������������������� 37
Shropshire Hardwoods	������������ 37
Carpets
Abbey Carpets	������������������������� 39
Catering
Madeline Egan	������������������������ 23
Cattery and Kennels
see also Pet Food and Pet Care
Netley	�������������������������������������� ..9
Childrens Activity Classes
The Nature Bug	����������������������� 44
Chiropodists
Caroline Crump 	���������������������� 31
Crown Podiatry	������������������������ 31
Cleaning and House Care
Cleanrite Services	��������������������� 9
Country Home Management	����� 9
In Depth 	���������������������������������� 44
Shaw Clean .............................. 9
Stretton Cleaning	����������������������� 9
Clocks and Fine Art Restoration
Adrian Donnelly Clock Repair	� 44
Stretton Fine Art Restoration	��� 19
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Community Centre
Mayfair 	������������������������������������ 44
Ring & Ride (Mayfair) ..............44
Computing, Graphic and Web
Design
Craven Design & Print 	������������ 52
Jason Gough	��������������������������� 20
Nic Sansom	����������������������������� 20
Stretton Internet	����������������������� 20
Webbex Technical Services	����� 20
Cycle Repairs
Go Cycling	������������������������������� 20
Decorators
see Painters & Decorators
DIY
Cyril Bason	������������������������������ 32
Mynd DIY	��������������������������������� 29
Domestic Appliances & Repairs
A & B Smith	����������������������������� 13
Norman Jones	������������������������� 32
Electrical Services, Lighting
A & B Smith	����������������������������� 13
Boxall's Electrician	������������������� 13
Charles Ephraim 	��������������������� 13
Church Stretton Electrics 	�������� 13
Electraphase	��������������������������� 14
Stephen Morgan	���������������������� 13
Stretton Electrical	�������������������� 13
Wheatley Electrical	������������������ 13
Estate Agents
Bluestone	�������������������������������� 17
Miller Evans	����������������������������� 17
Samuel Wood	�������������������������� 17
Wrights 	����������������������������������� 17
Fencing
Shropshire Fencing	����������������� 29
Financial Services & Insurance
Caleb Roberts	������������������������� 43
NFU Mutual	����������������������������� 43
Philippa Gee	���������������������������� 40
Floor and Carpet Cleaning
In Depth	����������������������������������� 44
Florist
John R Thomas 	���������������������� 19
Food, Delicatessen
Entertaining Elephants	������������ 23
van Doesburg 	������������������������� 23
Funeral Director
A S Morris & Son 	�������������������� 44
Garage Services
Burway Garage 	���������������������� 37
Central Garage	������������������������ 37
HMJ Tyres 	������������������������������ 37
MOT Clinic	������������������������������� 37
Newington Garage	������������������ 52
Garden Design, Landscaping
Ben Carter	������������������������������� 25
Homden	����������������������������������� 52
John Stephens 	����������������������� 25
Keith Warrington 	��������������������� 25
Kevin Fryer	������������������������������ 25
Martin Taylor-Lee	��������������������� 25
Mike Russell	���������������������������� 25
Oak Garden Services 	������������� 25
Town and Country Roofing	������ 39
Unique Landscapes	����������������� 25

Occasional Adverts not indexed

Garden Services & Supplies
Arbor Tree Services	����������������� 25
Ben Carter	������������������������������� 25
Carlo	���������������������������������������� 25
Church Stretton Tree Surgery	� 25
Cyril Bason	������������������������������ 32
Door Knocker Company	���������� 44
Farmer Plant Services	������������� 39
John Stephens	������������������������ 25
Keith Warrington	���������������������� 25
Newington Garage	������������������ 52
Oak Garden Services 	������������� 25
Peter Tip's Tipper 	�������������������� 29
SMM	���������������������������������������� 10
Tidy Garden	����������������������������� 25
Trials and Tribulations	������������� 52
Hairdressers, Health, Beauty
Anthony's 	�������������������������������� 19
Health & Beauty Clinic	������������� 31
Middletons	������������������������������� 19
Peace & Tranquility	����������������� 19
Shampers	�������������������������������� 19
Heating, Fires, Cookers
see also Plumbers, Bathrooms & Heating
A & B Smith	����������������������������� 13
Continental Fireplaces	������������� 20
Homefix	����������������������������������� 10
Whiting Heating	����������������������� 10
Health, Therapies, Keep Fit
see also Physiotherapists
Ann Davies	������������������������������ 31
Birch Tree Reflexology	������������ 31
Cate Gowlett	���������������������������� 31
Marion Murdoch	���������������������� 31
Mayfair	������������������������������������� 44
Mobile Massage	���������������������� 31
Home Energy
ESP Energy	����������������������������� 20
Home Furnishings
Abbey Carpets	������������������������� 39
Broseley Blinds	������������������������ 19
Louise Watney	������������������������� 19
Home Maintenance
Odd Job & Handyman Service 29
Ross Rowbotham	�������������������� 39
SMM	���������������������������������������� 10
Hotels, B&B and Self Catering
Belvedere 	������������������������������� 23
Botvyle Farm Cottages	������������ 23
Eaton Manor	���������������������������� 23
Madeline Egan	������������������������ 23
Willowbatch	����������������������������� 23
House and Garden Clearance
Peter Tip's Tipper	��������������������� 29

Pharmacy
Hillside Pharmacy 	��������������������� 9
Physiotherapists
Ann Davies	������������������������������ 31
Chris Turner	����������������������������� 31
Marion Murdoch	���������������������� 31
Piano Tuner and Repairs
Philip Hooper	��������������������������� 40
Plumbers, Bathrooms, Kitchens
& Heating
Chris Graham Kitchen Fitting	�� 32
Homefix	����������������������������������� 10
J Morris	������������������������������������ 10
Lee Brown	������������������������������� 10
Mark Boyd	������������������������������� 10
Peter Floyd	������������������������������ 10
Sapphire Bathrooms	���������������� 32
SMM	���������������������������������������� 10
Printing & Copying
Craven Design & Print 	������������ 52
Marshbrook Print	��������������������� 52
Stretton Print & Supplies 	�������� 52
Restaurants, Cafés, Pubs
Berry's 	������������������������������������ 23
The Royal Oak, Cardington	����� 23
Solicitors
L V Priestley & Son 	����������������� 40
PCB	����������������������������������������� 40
Storage
Craven Self Storage	������������������ 9
Self Storage Containers	������������ 9
Sweep
Shropshire Sweep	������������������� 52
Taxi
Church Stretton Taxis	�������������� 37
Toys, Books, Gifts
The Nature Bug	����������������������� 44
Tree Surgery and Logs
Arbor Tree Services	����������������� 25
Church Stretton Tree Surgery	� 25
Keith Warrington	���������������������� 25
Kevin Fryer	������������������������������ 25
Martin Taylor-Lee	��������������������� 25
Peter Tip's Tipper	��������������������� 29
Tyres
HMJ Tyres 	������������������������������ 37
Veterinary Surgeon
Clive Norrell	������������������������������� 9

Windows
Window, Door & Conserv. Co.	� 29
Insurance
See Financial Services & Insurance
Wool and Knitwear
Coco Alpacas	�������������������������� 19
Keep Fit
see Health, Therapies, Keep Fit
Kennels
see Cattery and Kennels
Logs
see Tree Surgery and Logs
Painters & Decorators
Andrew Webster	���������������������� 32
D R Tipton	������������������������������� 32
E B Jones	�������������������������������� 32
F J Roberts	������������������������������ 32
G H Jones & Son 	�������������������� 32
Roger Lucas	���������������������������� 32
Ross Rowbotham	�������������������� 39
Pet Food and Pet Care
John R Thomas	����������������������� 19
Nicky Apperley	��������������������������� 9
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Catholic Voice
An Unusual Sunday
ome years ago, my husband and I were in a small hotel
in down-town Rio de Janeiro during our retirement
gap year. Reception found me a catholic church for
Sunday. We parted at the church, my husband to buy a
picnic lunch and to meet me afterwards.
I was warmly welcomed as a stranger, and when I said
our hotel had no information about Mass times, etc., a
young woman pressed a large handful of leaflets on me and
asked if I would give them out to all the hotels near where
we were staying! Yes, of course. It is so comforting that
Mass is the same wherever in the world you are – languages
differ, but the pattern is constant and you can always do
the prayers and responses in your own language, if you can’t
manage the local one.
Afterwards, I put the leaflets in my husband’s shoulder
bag and we started to walk back beside the beach. Suddenly,
a hard tug on my wrist and my handbag was snatched from
behind. We turned and two youths on a motorbike had it,
but their bike stalled, so my husband went up to them and
snatched it back. While we were recovering, the bike fired,

S

A

they zoomed past and snatched my husband’s bag
– leaflets, picnic and camera.
The hotel sent us in a taxi to a police station to report a
theft. A down-town Rio police station is interesting – white
tiles everywhere, mug shots in plenty and two typewriters.
They took our statements, but couldn’t give us a copy as it
was Sunday. “Come back tomorrow and pick it up.” No.
We were leaving early on Monday. Impasse. Then the taxidriver, who had been listening, offered for £10 to fetch it
and send it on. We handed over the cash and climbed into
his taxi. It wouldn’t start! He told us to get out and push. So
there we were, two elderly Europeans running along behind
a taxi in down-town Rio. I could hardly help laughing –
what an adventure.
And yes, the taxi driver kept his word. With the police
statement we got another camera on our insurance and
carried on up the Amazon. I say a little prayer for the taxi
driver every time I remember his human goodness.
PS Later, we saw the Church leaflets scattered on the
ground at the entrance to the local favella.
Mary Smith

All Stretton puts brakes on speeding motorists

ll Stretton Village Society and its local councillor
have combined to put the brakes on speeding
motorists in the area - and may have persuaded the
authority to change its policy on limits set on speed warning
lights county-wide.
All Stretton Village Society’s committee had been trying
since November last year to get the ‘30mph Slow Down’
flashing sign on the B5477 to Church Stretton calibrated to
work at the legal limit, and not let motorists through at up
to 37mph before working, which some members reported
had been experienced.
Last month they called on the services of
Councillor Lee Chapman, their representative on
Shropshire Council, who speedily got the highways
and transport wheels turning; and a promise to
get the village sign flashing the right message to
motorists in a hurry.
Councillor Chapman told the villagers: “I met
yesterday with council officers and Councillor Steve
Davenport the cabinet member responsible for this
issue. We had a long discussion about the role of
these signs and speeding on our roads.
I am however pleased to report that I have
managed to convince Shropshire Council to
recalibrate your sign on an experimental basis to
assess the impact.
This will be at the speed limit +2mph (i.e.
32mph) removing the extra 10% which is what the
Department of Transport guidance contains.
Councillor Davenport has agreed that the site
will be used as a trial for potentially recalibrating
other signs across the county”.
Said All Stretton Village Society secretary Colin
Osborne: “We are delighted that Councillor Chapman was
able to get our sign calibrated to a common sense level.
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Letting motorists through without a warning at up to
37mph not only gives them a false sense of security but also
puts pedestrians - including children at the two schools on
the route to Church Stretton - at a greater risk from passing
traffic.
I’m pleased that democracy is alive and well in All
Stretton”.
For further information contact Colin Osborne on 01694
723514 colosborne@hotmail.co.uk
Cllr Lee Chapman 07458 117559 01694 723965
Lee.chapman@shropshire.gov.uk

Cllr Chapman (left) with Colin Osborne at the All Stretton
speed sign
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Stretton and Shropshire Cancer Care
October Meeting – Monday 9th October
Janet Radford - Confide Counselling Service
Confide is a charity based in Shrewsbury and has been
providing counselling services for over 30 years. They work
for the NHS and also provide privately funded services.
Confide has a reputation for innovation. It recently gained
funding to provide services to the Armed Forces community
and was also an Aviva Award winner.
Janet will tell us about the range of services Confide
provides and what people receiving counselling can expect
to experience. Their Shrewsbury base is in the Town Centre,
and they can also offer telephone counselling.
Thank you to Rosemary and David Meddins
We enjoyed a wonderful afternoon out at Bow House
Farm for our August Garden Party. The weather was not
as good as we had hoped for but we gathered in Rosemary
and David Meddins’ garden admiring the magnificent views
before adjourning to the house for tea. Thank you too to
Marion and Sue for all the help with serving the tea.

Cancer News
Liquid Biopsy can predict Relapse
For a recent UK clinical trial for lung cancer
(TRACER-X) the scientists developed a new way of taking
a biopsy. Traditionally a lung biopsy is an unpleasant and
uncomfortable procedure, although it can provide proof
that cancer is present.
The new method relies on analysis of a blood sample,
which can predict if a patient is likely to relapse at an early
stage, eliminating the need for a traditional biopsy and

enabling treatment to start earlier. The technique is likely
to be applicable to other cancers too, and is being used in
other studies. Although not yet generally available it is being
seen as an important breakthrough in predicting relapse.
Saving nails while having Chemo
Chemotherapy often causes visible damage to nails,
known as Beau’s lines. The condition can get worse with
discoloration, soreness, brittleness, and partial destruction of
nails. This can lead to pain, body image issues, limitations
in daily living activities and, if untreated, can lead to
secondary infection.
A trial of a product made from natural plant extracts,
known as polybalm, was undertaken involving 60 men and
women receiving chemotherapy. They were randomised to
apply a simple moisturising cream or the natural balm to
their nail beds between one and three times a day. Only two
patients in the polybalm cohort had noticeable nail damage
compared to more than half in the moisturiser group. Nail
damage was measured with four methods and revealed a
significant difference between the two groups. The trial
was designed by a scientific committee of phytochemists,
herbalists, patients, oncologists and nurses from Bedford
and Addenbrooke’s Cambridge University Hospitals,
Coventry University and the Royal Hospital for Integrative
Medicine. The committee worked with the National Cancer
Research Institute’s lifestyle and behavioural change clinical
studies group.
Polybalm is made in the UK and is not a medicinal
product. It fully complies with EU Cosmetics Standards and
is currently only available online.
Details from Roger Wilson

Amnesty International Group Meeting
Wednesday 11th October at 7.30pm at Silvester Horne Institute, Church Stretton

J

oin our friendly group when we plan campaigning
activities and sign letters in support of human rights
worldwide.

We’ll also be sending postcards to our
‘adopted’ prisoner Ali Aarrass (pictured) in
Morocco. The UN have declared that his
treatment amounts to torture and is inhuman in breach
of international standards. He is being denied medical
treatment that is urgently required.
For details ring Barbara Parnell 01694 720040 or email
csamnesty@outlook.com

Mayfair Lottery Results for
August
£100

7

£50

457

£20

507

£10

498

Ali Aarrass
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Occasional Advertisements

Topsoil, Bark

HILARY’S CHILDCARE

Skip Hire
Available from

JOHN STEPHENS LANDSCAPES LTD
Mini skips 2-5 Yard
Call Matt Stephens 01694 722475

Experienced Maths Tutor

• Friendly, Local, CRB Checked
• Primary (KS2) up to NEW 9-1 GCSE
• Tailored Tuition to meet your requirements
- Call now for a confidential discussion
• Sessions available now for 2017/18 exam
season – book early to avoid disappointment
Jennifer Bunn, 07972 517521 / 01964 771578
E: Jennifer_leech@yahoo.co.uk

Church Stretton Nursery,
after school and holiday club,
Children 0 - 12 years. OFSTED
rated outstanding, qualified early
years teacher and forest school.
Call 01694 724270
www.hilaryschildminders.co.uk

Shropshire Creative Workshops

Sewing ‘drop in’ sessions every Wednesday
10am - 12, 2pm - 4pm & 7pm - 9pm
£10 per session
Fri 20th Oct - Leather Handbag Workshop
Call Marian 07507 747994 or Lizzie 07973 342571
www.shropshirecreativeworkshops.co.uk

Occasional adverts are
not indexed

Available for Delivery Today from

JOHN STEPHENS LANDSCAPES LTD
Top Soil , Screened and Dry
Bark for Play Areas and Garden
Sands, Gravels and Hardcore
Bulk Bags or Loose Loads

Call Matt Stephens 01694 722475

Gardener required

Experienced gardener required for a
small Estate close to Church Stretton.
1 day per week all seasons.
All aspects of Estate work to be undertaken
(Could be time flexible if required)
Please contact Peter 07831 157947

To place an occasional advertisement, please contact adverts@strettonfocus.org.uk
Size: 60 x 35mm, price £7.50 per month

Recipe of the Month - Minced Lamb Cutlets

I

love lamb, but it is so expensive. I use minced lamb
in many of my recipes It is always available at a local
supermarket.

Lovely served with new potatoes and shredded sweet
cabbage.
Her Ladyship

This recipe serves four people
Ingredients
½ lb. mushrooms
1 tbsp. finely chopped onion
1 ½ lbs of minced lamb, seasoned to taste
1 tbsp. oil
¼ pint of stock
1 oz. butter
a dash of Worcestershire sauce
Method
Mince the mushrooms and lightly fry the chopped onions
in the oil. Mix together with the minced lamb and salt and
pepper. Form into small cutlets about ½ inch thick and
fry in the oil on a gentle heat for six minutes on each side.
Swirl out the pan with the stock, add butter and a dash of
Worcestershire sauce. Bring to the boil and strain it over the
cutlets.
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GARDEN
MACHINERY

SHROPSHIRE
SWEEP

• Sales
• Repairs
• Servicing

JON PROSSER
Tel: 01785 509333
Mobile: 07946 134783
CHIMNEY SWEEP AND
VACUUM SERVICE

HOMDEN EXCAVATIONS &
LANDSCAPING
DRIVEWAYS - PAVING
GROUNDWORKS
FULL LANDSCAPING SERVICE
MINI DIGGER & DRIVER FOR HIRE
TOP SOIL & STONE SUPPLIED
WHEELBARROW JOBS NO PROBLEM
Phone Ben on 01743 718216 or 07812 565684
52

October 2017

TRIALS &
TRIBULATIONS Ltd

01694 722894
07974 666796
11 Burway Road,
Church Stretton,
SY6 6DL
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