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Disclaimer

Stretton Focus prints a wide range of articles and
letters. The views expressed in these are those of their
authors and not necessarily those of the Management
Board. The Editors exercise their right to edit any
articles, letters etc submitted for publication at their
discretion without consulting the author.

Copy day

is normally the first Monday of the
month.
For the February issue it is Monday 6th
January (12 noon).
For the March issue it will be Monday
3rd February.
The February Stretton Focus will be
distributed on Thursday 30th January

Outlets

Stretton Focus may be purchased by
annual subscription (delivered) or directly
from Newsworld Sandford Avenue, Co-op,
Spar, Visitor Information Centre (Church St),
Mayfair and the Churches.

www.strettonfocus.co.uk
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If you wish to know the times of regular meeting

5 Sunday

St James’s Church Cardington
Choral Evensong. All welcome
6.30-7.30pm St James’s Church

6 Monday

Flicks in the Sticks Church Stretton
‘Song for Marion’ Seats £4 children £2
Enquiries 724330
7.30pm (Doors open 7pm) CS School

8 Wednesday

Methodist Network Group
Rev Hazel Ratcliffe
2.30pm Methodist Church

Long Mynd Camera Club
Discovering Digital
7.30pm URC Hall

Flicks in the Sticks Hope Bowdler
‘Love Is All You Need’
Tickets £4 includes refreshments.
7.30pm Hope Bowdler VH

Amnesty Group
Human Rights in Egypt
7.30pm SHI

10 Friday

Drop-In sessions for Volunteers
Want to volunteer or groups seeking
volunteers please call in for a chat with
Clive Leworthy.
10-12noon CS Library

UNA
Discussion ‘Swords into Ploughshares’ All
welcome
10.30-12noon
For venue ring Anne 01694 724171
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On in the Strettons in January
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gular meetings of societies and groups, please consult the list of societies and contacts in the yellow pages.

11 Saturday
PACT Surgery

9.00-12noon Police Station

All Stretton Village Hall
New Year Quiz
Contact Jean Huff on 723706 for table
7.30pm AS VH

12 Sunday

St Laurence’s Church
Pitstop. Games: craft activities, songs
and a meal. For info contact Suzan Williams
on 722588 or
suzan.williams@strettonparish.org.uk
3-5pm Parish Centre

13 Monday

Stretton & Shropshire Cancer Care
Speaker: Roger Wilson
2.30pm Mayfair

14 Tuesday

Church Stretton Women’s Institute
Another Man’s Shoes - Resistance work in
WWII
7.15pm SHI

RSPB South Shropshire Group
‘Everything there is to know about bees’ An
illustrated talk by Paul Hand
7.30pm Culmington Village Hall

Engaging Issues
Alistair Fuller on ‘The Ethics of Evangelism’
7.30pm URC

15 Wednesday
National Trust

Mayfair Community Centre
Women’s Business Network
12-2pm
Ruth Wilford on ‘Origins of Nursery Rhymes’
2.30pm Methodist Church

Dorrington Players
New Year fun with Stretton’s Amateur Drama
group. Free. Ring 07880912805 to confirm
attendance
7.30pm Mayfair
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Service for the Week of Prayer for Christian
Unity
6pm St Laurence’s Church

21 Tuesday

Flicks in the Sticks Acton Scott
Les Miserables Cert 12a.
Hot drinks and ice creams.
Adults: £4. Students: £2.
7.30pm Acton Scott VH

Engaging Issues
Dr Elaine Storkey on ‘God and the Big
Screen’
7.30pm URC

All Stretton Women’s Institute
Michael Gillions on ‘Eccentrics and Other
Oddities’
7.30pm AS VH

Neighbourhood Watch
7.30pm Parish Centre Rooms 1 & 2

22 Wednesday
U3A

‘A Trip Along the Darjeeling Himalayan
Railway’ by David Mead
2pm URC Hall

PACT Surgery
2pm Mayfair Cafe

Methodist Network Group
Light hearted quiz
2.30pm Methodist Church

Long Mynd Camera Club
Club competition – People
7.30pm URC Hall

23 Thursday

StrettonDale Local Joint Committee
Broadband and policing on the agenda
All welcome
7pm SHI

27 Monday

CS Parkinson’s Group
Andy Jukes talking on his trek in Nepal. All
welcome
2.30pm Mayfair

CS Area Local History Group
Hill Forts of Shropshire
a talk by Shelagh Hampton
2.30pm URC Hall

Shropshire Literary Society
AGM
7pm Library.

South Shropshire Interfaith Forum
Holocaust Memorial Event
7pm URC

SOS CS Branch
AGM, followed by Jim Almond
‘Identity Crisis’. All welcome,
non-members £2 includes refreshments
7.30pm Methodist Church Hall

29 Wednesday

Methodist Network Group
Pat Rantisi on ‘My Life on the West Bank’
2.30pm Methodist Church

Abbreviations
AS = All Stretton
CA = Craven Arms
CMV = Carding Mill Valley
CS = Church Stretton
HB = Hope Bowdler
LS = Little Stretton
NT = National Trust
SHDC = Shropshire Hills Discovery
Centre
SHI = Silvester Horne Institute
TC = Town Council
URC = United Reformed Church
VH = Village Hall

25 Saturday

RNLI & The Strummers
‘Sing Our Songs’ Tickets 5 (includes refreshments, drinks at bar) from John Thomas or
ring 722138 or 724371
7.30pm CS Club

Stretton Focus Website

www.strettonfocus.co.uk
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Methodist Network Group

St Laurence’s Church

January 2014

Film Project Wild Thing by David Bond.
Entry £1. Followed by (for those who wish) a
nature walk up CMV
9.30am CMV Tea Rooms.

19 Sunday

13/12/2013 11:50
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Letters
Student journalists
t was extremely refreshing to hear in the December
Focus from some younger members of our
community (and I say this as an oldie myself ).
Both student journalists wrote a great deal of sense,
and I’m looking forward very much to future articles
from their young colleagues.
Incidentally, Llangollen Town Council recently
resolved to appoint Youth Representatives, in
accordance with the Local Government Wales Measure
2011. Community Youth Representatives are defined
as individuals over 15 but under 26 whom the council
considers suitable to represent the interests of the under26s who live, work, or receive education or training in the
community area.
I’ve no idea whether this would be possible for an
English council but it seems to me like a really excellent
move. Is this something we could do in Church Stretton?
Judith Stone

raised many of the same questions I put to my
visitor (perhaps the same lady?). Ms Hodgkinson’s
argument seems to be that she knows that the
Scriptures are the word of God because the
Scriptures say so. And because the Scriptures are the
word of God, what they say must be true. And she
accuses Donald Horsfield of playing with words!
None of this might matter, except that every present
conflict I can think of has differences over religious
‘truths’ as its underlying cause.
As I write, we are preparing to celebrate the
major festival of the year – one that originated as a pagan
event to mark the passing of the winter solstice but was
later taken up by the church to mark the birth of Jesus. I
cannot accept the more exotic versions of his parentage but
I do believe that Jesus was a sincere, well-meaning man who
sought to question some of the religious orthodoxy of the
time and replace some of the cruelty with love; the response
of those bigots unable to think outside the rigidity of the
time was to kill him. Donald Horsfield seems to me to be a
et me congratulate Stretton Focus on student journalists sincere and well-meaning man who is prepared to question
being added to Focus strength. I enjoyed their articles. some of the orthodoxy of the present time; it is sad to see
Alice Morris’s points re old and young learning
that the same bigotry, rigidity and ignorance, albeit in less
from each other: much of what she wrote was spot on.
violent form, are alive and well in Church Stretton.
How she tackles the interviewing of the older set will be
Michael Price
interesting.
Holly Davies’ excellent point of the impersonality of
Well done David Hughes
texts when compared with conversation is a concerning
laughed out loud at the item headed ‘Home Sweet
issue. I look forward to her progressing those thoughts.
Home’. No small achievement on a dark dank and dreary
I would love to help. Incidentally, Radio Four has
November day.
something similar on air.
So thank you to the clever Mr David Hughes. No
Congratulate them both for me if you would
recycling box for this gem!
Michael Braid
Anne Heath (an Ancient Briton)
Town councillor

I

L

I

Overnight Road Closures
y suggestion is you tell your individual “tales of
woe” about the closures and AMEY staff to Jane
Gibson at Philip Dunnes constituency office in
Ludlow: 01584 872187 option 2.
Let’s focus our complaints via our constituency
representative. It seems the Highways Agency and Amey are
deaf or insolently indifferent to our complaints.
Dave Griffin
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Religious ‘truths’
n the summer I was visited by a lady bearing leaflets
entitled The Truth, and decked with biblical references.
As a change from the usual polite ‘No, thanks’ I
decided to have a debate. It quickly became clear that my
idea of ‘truth’ – something that actually happens, and can
be supported by evidence – was very different from hers,
which was a set of jumbled writings dating back thousands
of years by men without the benefit of modern knowledge.
She said they were not written by men but by God, and in
response to my question as to how he wrote she said he had
communicated his thoughts through ‘visions’. So the writers
were men who not only lacked the knowledge to understand
the Earth’s place in the universe but nowadays would
probably be classed as delusional.
I was reminded of this by the letter from Rosemarie
Hodgkinson (Focus, December) in response to a very
sensible article by Donald Horsfield (Focus, October) who

I
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Trivia Corner No 122
by Ken Willis
1. What do we call the flower of a willow tree?
2. In which country was Winston Churchill’s mother born?
3. What is the only planet without a mythical name?
4. Who was Jones the Steam?
5. What killed the Radio star in 1979?

13/12/2013 11:50
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Romania 2013

e arrived in Bucharest late on Sunday 20th
October and spent two nights here, where we had
a walking tour of the city. Bucharest was far more
modern than any of us expected. There was great emphasis
on the buildings, monuments etc. on Romania’s past; in
particular, the fall of communism.
Each day two of us were voted leaders of the group.
The leaders planned and implemented all tasks for the day,
allocating jobs to
the rest of us. We
were responsible for
managing finances
which included
budgeting for
the day, booking
and paying for
accommodation,
transport and
buying food.
In Bucharest,
the leaders arranged
our travel to the
next stage of the
expedition to
Brasov. This was far
more beautiful and
much more of what
we were expecting to see. It had its own ‘Hollywood’ type
sign. The climb up to this was much more difficult than
anticipated; the weather was very hot and the climb very
steep but the views were incredible.
From Brasov we travelled to the Ziurel Centre where
we remained for four days. It was here that we commenced
the project stage of the expedition. The sights we saw were
incredible. Ella M, Lauren H and Miss Lewis were the first
ever aid workers to help in their school. The staff and pupils
were so happy to see us and now they have three of our
photos on their reception wall as their first piece of history.

We were very proud of that. Whilst we were in the school
the others went to build a house in a nearby village. When
the group arrived, there was the shell of a breeze-block house
and a timber framed shed. By the time we left there was a
completed fence, a fully boarded shed and the house had
been insulated, plastered and rendered by all of us!
The village was similar to slums you see on television
with children in rags, wild dogs, no water and no toilets - a
complete eye-opener.
Kate Jones arranged
for us to take 35 jumpers
donated by Marks &
Spencer. We presented
these to the project who
take in abandoned children.
From the project we
moved north of Brasov
where we trekked up a
mountain to it’s peak of
1895 metres with all our
bags. It took us six hours
to reach the top. We
camped at the summit
where the most incredible
sights we saw were the
sunsets and sunrise.
We finally made our way to Bran and the medieval
Bran Castle which resembles the home of Dracula in
Bram Stoker’s famous novel. The architecture was very
impressive. We all enjoyed the local market and food
which was really cheap, so we all stocked up for the
journey home.
This trip was amazing and we all got on so well and
worked hard. By the end, it felt like we were a little family!
Our thanks go to Miss Lewis for organising the trip and her
support.
Lauren Hughes
Rebecca Arkwright
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News from Carding Mill Valley

A

T

Church Stretton Conservation Area
arding Mill Valley is now part of the Church Stretton
Conservation Area. This designation is designed to
help protect the special architectural and historic interest
of the area. To see the full plan search ‘Church Stretton

C
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Snow Gates are in Place
he ‘snow gates’ are now in place at Ratlinghope,
Asterton and the start of The Burway. They have been
paid for by Shropshire Highways and will be closed in the
event of bad weather. Warning signs will also be put out.

Conservation Area’ on the council website: www.shropshire.
gov.uk. These changes mean the council has to agree to
changes such as work on trees and new development, but
there is greater opportunity for grants.

January 2014

Tourism award – Best Day Out
t the awards ceremony on 18th November Carding
Mill Valley received the award for ‘Best Day Out’ in
Shropshire. Over 10,000 readers voted and CMV was
ahead of Burwarton Show, Severn Valley Railway and
Stokesay Castle.
Thank you to all who voted. The award is currently in pride
of place in the tea-room.

13/12/2013 11:50
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Church Stretton Housing Situation
– the facts

T

here have been so many theories, and inaccurate
reports on this subject that I felt it was time to
give the facts so that residents could understand
more fully all aspects of the housing issues in the
Church Stretton area.
Firstly, there is some confusion regarding the
term ‘Affordable Housing’. This requires a 10% to
25% deposit on the Equity Shared Option or Shared
Ownership scheme, which many young residents don’t
have. Part of this deal is that the remaining 75% to
90% is paid as rent. Naturally the Shared Ownership
scheme is subject to strict financial criteria and, of
course, sound credit history.
Housing Associations have recognised the
difficulty surrounding finding such high deposits and,
consequently, their main focus since 2006 has been in
Rented Properties (now classified as Social Housing).
Of the 204 housing units built (or under construction)
to date by the South Shropshire Housing Association
(SSHA), some 65% were for Social or Equity Shared
properties. (see tabulation on the sites for these figures.)

StRETTON FOCUS
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Consequently, CSTC re-visited this subject matter
in July 2012 when an extraordinary meeting open to
the public was held. The outcome was to rescind the
extra 150 housing units above the 200 minimum,
and return with more sensible site allocations to
Shropshire Council in February 2013. The latest
outcome from Shropshire Council is the introduction
of the ‘New House Farm’ site (CSTRO 27/29) and
amended housing requirements of 370 units (which
includes the 204 already mentioned (2006 to 2013)
with a suggested ‘windfall’ of 56 units until 2026,
and a further 110 units under Sam/Dev). As one can
now see, it is a ‘numbers game’ to satisfy Government
targets, regardless of the wishes of the residents of
Church Stretton.
If the New House Farm (CSTRO 27/29) of
85 housing units went ahead, it would also open
up the creation of 50 plus holiday chalets, and an
industrial site (ELRO70) - all of which would exit
onto the A49 with just a ‘ghost island’ (i.e., a blind
junction not a roundabout system!). The Highways
Agency (HA) has not given permission as such, but
Site Tabulation 2006 – Dec 2013
has stated ‘no objections’ due to the presence of
Site
Quantity Shared
Rented an existing exit/entrance but this is still subject to
Ownership
full planning and health & safety requirements. If,
Street Meadow
26
2
24
however, the school site (CSTRO 14/18) was to be
Leasowes Close
21
4
17
considered instead, then this potentially hazardous
Lutwyche Road
6
1 ( OM*)
5
traffic situation could be averted, as could the
Ashbrook Phase 1
38
8
30
development of a future village complex on the
(over 55s)
North East side of the A49.
Ashbrook Phase 2
38
8
30
It would now seem that further developments are
(under construction)
indeed underway with the school site. A developer
Windsor Place
5
3
2
is currently negotiating with the land owner and the
Estates Department of Shropshire Council in order to
TOTALS
134
26
108
overcome previous issues.
(* OM = Open Market )
These negotiations have the full support of our local
Unitary Councillors Lee Chapman and David Evans
The total housing since 2006 is 204 units, therefore who do not support the New House Farm.
134 represents just over 65% affordable/social housing.
The present number of 370 units had been
This is including the 19 units at the Residential Home increased by Shropshire Council due to outlying
of Ley Gardens on the Ashbrook phase 1 development. parishes not wanting additional housing under the
In 2010, the Site allocations & Management of
‘Hubs & Cluster’ concept. (It would appear that the
Development (DPD) booklet was issued by Shropshire parishes have opted for Countryside Status and, apart
Council, showing a minimum 200 and a maximum
from the usual ‘windfall’ market price properties, are
500 units required for Church Stretton up to 2026.
only going to build affordable houses on ‘exception
Church Stretton Town Council (CSTC) initially
sites’).
responded to this in June 2010, then again in 2011
when they recommended a middle figure of 350
Therefore in conclusion, if the School site (52 units)
housing units, (which included 56 Windfall at that
and Leasowes site (40 units) were accepted this would
time) against the 200 -500 figures cited by the DPD.
satisfy the original numbers with a total of 350 instead
Following these submissions in 2012, the Shropshire
of the 370 suggested by Shropshire Council.
Council delivered their ‘preferred options’ which caused
Tom Beaumont
tremendous concern to the Church Stretton residents
Ex Mayor & Councillor CSTC
on the sites that had been selected.

13/12/2013 11:50
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Video Game Review

I
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t’s a bit of a stereotype to start a
new year by recommending ways
to get fit and trim the festive
excesses, but I hope you’ll forgive this
little indulgence of mine. New consoles
from Microsoft and Sony are sure to
have found their ways into several
houses in the past month or so, and it is
interesting to see that fitness games are
staples on both.
From Zumba Fitness to Wii Sports
via Dance Central, the past 5 or 6 years
has seen an explosion in active and
fitness video games. Nintendo kicked
things off with the Wii, and Microsoft
and Sony followed with Kinect and
Move respectively. In 2014 it will be
easier than ever to find ways to use
video games to help keep us fit and
healthy.
The main criticism of a game
like Wii Fit was that it couldn’t really
tell if the player was performing the
exercises correctly. Whether it’s through
a Nike+ sensor on your trainer, a Wii
Fit Meter on your belt or the Kinect
camera watching your movements and

January 2014 mag.indd 7

giving feedback, that has now changed.
Activity outside of the living room can
be tracked and games are starting to
take on the role of a fitness instructor
more and more.
When I walk the dog, or go for a
jog a Wii Fit Meter tracks the length
and intensity of my activity. Each and
every day I upload that information
onto Wii Fit U and add it to the
calories I’ve burned in front of the
TV. There are also suggested workout
routines, and mini-games that track
how far along the London Marathon
course I’ve walked and how high up the
Eiffel Tower I’ve climbed, to provide
context.
Once the physical activity is
taken care of, there’s still plenty to
recommend in the mental stimulation
stakes too. Brain Training was, in many
ways, the impetus for Nintendo to
make Wii Fit, but video games have
had us puzzling through logic problems
for many a year. Nowadays I’m as
likely to reach for my phone as I am
my Nintendo DS. Take The Room, for

example; a game that revolves entirely
around the opening a multi-layered,
and devilishly complex puzzle box.
It’s easy to recommend The Room
for anyone with an Android or iOS
phone/tablet. Less easy, however, are
the devious puzzles that’ll have you
searching the box from top to bottom
looking for the hints that’ll open that
next lock.
Fireproof Games will be releasing
The Room Two on iPhone and Android
phones shortly, and it’s already available
on iPad, so there’s really no better time
to test yourself with the original.
The Room is available on iOS
and Android devices. Wii Sports, Wii
Fit, Wii Fit U and Brain Training are
available on Nintendo consoles. Dance
Central is for Xbox 360 and if you have
a video game console of the last 5 years
in your house then there’s a Zumba
Fitness game for it.
Any questions about this game or
video games in general can be directed
to James Carter at
jamesdcarter@outlook.com.

The Room
Wii Sports

Dance Central

13/12/2013 11:50
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Quaker Voice
‘Travelling Light’

T

ravelling seems to be in vogue amongst the younger
generation. My four daughters have done their share.
Recently I re-read my eldest daughter’s travel blog:
those who know Susannah can find it at
http://adventurousalfred.wordpress.com
This describes travelling
through South-East Asia with
a backpack, a husband, and
a baby! She records some of
the modes of transport used
including 12 planes, 66 taxis,
11 cars, 22 buses, 17 coaches,
14 ferries, 38 tuk tuks,
10 saangthaew, 1 elephant – to
name but a few!
Our other daughters have
had such frightening or risky
experiences that we have been
pleased that we have only learnt
about them after they returned!
One daughter decided to cycle down the world’s most
dangerous road, in Bolivia. http://fightingtheboredom.com/
most-dangerous-roads-yungas-road-bolivias-road-of-death.
She survived! This was during a one-year backpacking
trip around the world, when amongst other adventures,
while in Mozambique, she once found that there were only
two people on the pavement on her side of the road; herself,
and a naked man with a machete! We have had a daughter
in a two-person unstable boat on a river in Australia,
surrounded by hungry crocodiles, and more recently, a

daughter who decided against all advice to make use of her
visa to visit Syria after the conflict had started.
Travel and danger have featured in Quaker history since
its inception. George Fox, often credited with founding
Quakerism, seemed to spend his life
travelling: he travelled to Barbados, Jamaica,
America, Holland and Germany, but his most
dangerous travels were in England. Fox never
held back with what he regarded as truth, and
was repeatedly imprisoned for, amongst other
things, ‘causing disturbance’, blasphemy,
partaking in unauthorised worship, refusing to take oaths,
and refusing to take his hat off in court (equality!). He
constantly faced danger, eg: “At length the rude people of the
city rose, and came with staves and stones into the steeplehouse, crying, “Down with these round-headed rogues”;
and they threw stones. Whereupon the governor sent a
file or two of musketeers into the steeple-house to appease
the tumult, and commanded all the other soldiers out. So
those soldiers took me by the hand in a friendly manner,
and said they would have me along with them.When we
came into the street the city was in an uproar. The governor
came down; and some of the soldiers were put in prison for
standing by me against the townspeople.”
This danger never put him off, and he continued
his journeys, despite once being sentenced to death and
reprieved.
Despite all this conflict in his life, Fox always adhered
to his belief in non-violence, and ‘turned his other cheek’; a
policy still adhered to by most Quakers today!
Les Dobb

Recipe

A

Chicken and Herb Fritters
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In a large bowl blend the potatoes, chicken, ham, herbs and one of the eggs, and
season to taste with salt and pepper. Shape the mixture into 8 small balls and press
each ball into a patty shape. Place the remaining egg in a shallow dish and stir in
the milk. Place the breadcrumbs on a plate. Dip each patty in the egg and milk
mixture, then roll in the breadcrumbs to coat them completely. Heat the oil in a
large, heavy-based frying pan and cook the fritters until they are golden brown each
side. Serve hot with mixed green vegetables or mixed salad. So easy and tasty.
A Happy and Healthy New Year to you all
			
Her Ladyship

January 2014

fter cooking endless food over Christmas, I am ready for a good rest from the
heat of the cooker. A few light snacks will be the order for a few days. This
recipe is simple and tasty.
Ingredients:
4 oz. cooked ham, finely chopped
1 tablsp. mixed herbs chopped
9 oz. cooked chicken, chopped
1 lb. 2 oz of mashed potatoes with butter added
2 eggs, lightly beaten
1 tablsp. milk
salt and pepper
4/5 oz. fresh wholemeal breadcrumbs
Oil for shallow frying

13/12/2013 11:50

Flicks in the Sticks

URC Voice
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Church Stretton
Song for Marion (cert PG, 93 mins) Monday 6th January.
Song for Marion, a London-set comedic drama, is about shy,
grumpy pensioner Arthur who is reluctantly inspired by his
beloved wife Marion to join a highly unconventional local
choir. At odds with his son James, it is left to charismatic
choir director Elizabeth to try and persuade Arthur that
he can learn to embrace life. Arthur must confront the
undercurrents of his own grumbling persona as he embarks
on a hilarious, life-affirming journey of musical self discovery.
Church Stretton School. Doors open at 7pm for a 7.30pm
showing. Entry £4 and £2. Refreshments available, before
and at the interval. Comfortable seating, new improved
sound quality and easy car parking at the School, as usual.
Enquiries to Eric Brown on 01694 724330.

“The unexamined life……
…is not worth living’. So said Socrates one of the founders
of western philosophy (469-399BCE). He lived up to his
own teaching, and was ready to pay the price for delivering
it. He was a gentle and humble man, but lived in turbulent
times.
He was critical of the
democratic rule of the city of
Athens where he lived. He said
that a ‘numbers majority’ does not
guarantee the wisdom needed to
create a just and virtuous society.
The wisdom needed would be
found only by ‘lovers of wisdom’,
who by definition are the
philosophers.
Socrates’ philosophy was based on questioning
Hope Bowdler
people about their hidden assumptions and their claims
Love Is All You Need (15)Wednesday 8th January.
to certainty. He made people think a bit more deeply
The film this month, described by Arts Alive as a romantic
comedy which is, ‘simply a lovely film that everyone should about what they said they believed, and the practices they
followed.
see, so please give your audiences a chance to enjoy it!’ It
He made no claims about having arrived himself at any
stars Pearce Brosnon and Trine Dryholm and is set in Amalfi.
ultimate destination. It was the necessity for free thought,
Hope Bowdler Village Hall. Starting time 7.30pm. Tickets
and the pursuit of wisdom that was all-important. Of
still £4 and good refreshments.
himself he said “I only know that I know nothing” – and so
he was open to discovering truth from wherever it came; and
Acton Scott
following wherever it led. And on that basis he was judged to
Les Miserables (12a) Tuesday 21st January.
be the wisest man in Greece.
The film version of the highly successful west end musical.
For Socrates, the big question was not knowing about
A story of broken dreams and unrequited love. Admission
the world we live in: but rather about knowing ourselves. In
Adults: £4.00. Students & Children: £2.00. Hot drinks
this respect his teaching was like that of Jesus of Nazareth,
and ice creams will be available. Acton Scott Village Hall.
who came 400 years later. Both had serious questions to
7.30pm.
Enquiries to 01694 781260.
raise about the popular religion of the times: neither of
them wrote anything down, and yet their influence has been
All Stretton
widespread: and they were both put to death for the radical
Sunshine on Leith (PG) Friday 31st January.
nature of their teaching.
Dexter Fletcher directs this cinematic adaptation of the
Socrates urged people to examine their lives, and get to
acclaimed stage musical featuring the music of Scottish band
know themselves more honestly: Jesus told people to look for
The Proclaimers.
the presence of the kingdom of God that is within.
All Stretton Village Hall. 7.30pm. Tickets: £4. Interval
Donald Horsfield
refreshments and comfy chairs!

Photographs by Nigel Strachan
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Last month’s photo (above) was
taken at the United
Reformed Church main door

January 2014

Photo Quiz - Where is it?
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The Story of Sheep
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Badger Face Welsh Mountain
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I

ewe will put her lambs behind her,
t all began with Tinker… The
The Torwen have slightly longer
Badger Face Welsh Mountain
necks and look around a lot. Some are stamp her foot, lower her head and glare
and if necessary, butt the predator. A
breed of sheep might not seem an
‘leader’ sheep, (‘awkward’ in farmer’s
trait of the breed is sometimes to have
obvious starting place for a series of six terms), who go in the direction they
three lambs (one or two is the norm).
bi-monthly articles in Focus on breeds deem best, sometimes followed by the
of sheep kept locally. The UK has
entire flock, rather than into the pen or As has been observed, ‘sheep can count’a ewe knows how many lambs she has!
around sixty breeds of sheep, more than field where wanted! All three varieties
And as for Tinker? He was a Torddu
any other country in the world. The
of colouring are seen in Icelandic sheep,
Badger Face Welsh Mountain is one
taken by the Vikings to Iceland 1100 – lamb I bottle fed with five other cade
(orphan) ram lambs in 1997. Although
of the least common, but it is historic, 1200 years ago. With a wilder terrain,
and numbers are rising.
the ‘leader’ sheep characteristic is much the smallest, he grew the largest horns
and would biff the others
Sheep in the UK fall
out of the way, determined
into three broad categories:
to survive. That interested
Mountain, Hill and Downland.
me, although conventional
The Mountain is the most
wisdom wants docile rams
hardy, able to thrive on the
for easy management. And
poor pastures of higher ground
he let me stroke his head – a
where other breeds cannot, and
very intelligent survival trait!
endure the harsher weather.
(Note one must always be wary
The Welsh Mountain is a
with rams as they can attack
smallish, white (or less often
humans.) We kept him and
black) sheep with a thick, long,
he proved to be healthy and
slightly hairy (kempy) fleece.
never to have foot rot. On the
For centuries, distinctively
November afternoon when the
coloured sheep have sometimes
vet put him down as his hips
appeared in Welsh Mountain
had failed at age eleven, I cried,
flocks, and are now separately
From left: Black Welsh Mountain (from Torwen ewe/ram), but by now I had my own
identified as the Badger Face
Torddu, Torwen
flock of sheep. In 1998 I had
Welsh Mountain breed. This
bought twenty Welsh Mountain ewes.
includes the Torddu (pronounced
valued there. Stories are told too of
The (white) Welsh Mountain can
Torthee) and the Torwen. The Torddu leader sheep sensing bad weather and
be seen on the Long Mynd (National
has a black stripe on either side of the
refusing to leave shelter.
cream/fawn face, a cream/fawn back,
Both Torddu and Torwen rams have Trust). The Torddu can be seen west
of the road behind Ragleth to Acton
and a black strip running from the chin large horns, their shape suggesting an
to the black underneath. The Torwen
ancient link with Asiatic Bighorn sheep Scott, just north of the junction with
the footpath up from Snatchfields, (Mr.
has almost direct reverse colouring
of north eastern Siberia, as does the
Warwick Pratt’s flock). Both Torddu
as can be seen from the picture, and
colouring of the Torwen/Soay. In the
and Torwen can be seen east of the
somewhat resembles the Soay, the
Autumn mating season especially, the
road from Alcaston to Wolverton (Mr.
original wild sheep of Britain. The
rams can fight and must be managed
different colourings both work well as
to avoid this, as death can result from a Henry Hand’s flock/my flock) and by
camouflage, the black melting into the broken neck. The ewes very occasionally arrangement there.
Thelma Thompson Sheep Producer
shade, the fawn into the dun coloured quarrel and head-butt one another, and
01694 722821
late summer grass, or rock.
will defend their lambs. The mother

January 2014 mag.indd 10

Church Stretton WI News

W

e have a wide variety of speakers in our programme for 2014.
Beginning on January 14th, our first meeting of the year, we
will hear the story of the work carried out by a Norwegian
for the Resistance against the Gestapo in WWII.
During the year we hope to join other WI’s in walking sections
of the Shropshire Way in celebration of the 95th Anniversary of the
formation of Shropshire Federation.
Church Stretton WI meets at 7.15pm at the Silvester Horne
Institute on the second Tuesday of the month. Visitors are always
welcome.
Judith Randell.
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Mayfair News

F
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Monday: Yoga 5.15pm and 7pm
Tuesday: Zumba 10am
Walking for Health - Level 4 10.30am; Yoga: 2pm;
Bellydancing: 7pm
Wednesday: Stretch & Breathe: 10.30am
Walking for Health – Level 2: 10.30am
Walking for Health – Level 1: 11am
Pilates: 1pm
Thursday: Strength & Conditioning 10am;
Extend 9am and10am
Friday: Tai Chi 9am and 10.30am
Walking for Health – Level 3 10.30am

Room Hire
Don’t forget, we hire rooms out here at Mayfair – we have
rooms to suit from 2-70, and we offer very competitive rates,
as well as catering options. Please contact Sophie Eades,
Centre Coordinator for more information.
Help! Help! Help!
Can you spare a couple of hours and feel good inside
knowing that you have done something useful. Come and
have fun and be part of our friendly team; enjoy lots of great
companionship. Our volunteers in our buzzing kitchen
and cafe area work hard supporting our cook and assist
in helping - please join us in our community spirit. Yes,
we need more relief volunteers and there are regular slots
as well. If you are thinking of New Year resolution in the
volunteering world come and see Angela at Mayfair. We’d
love to see you.
Mayfair Fund Raising News
On behalf of Mayfair I would like to give a huge thank you
to The Almshouse Band who provided such a wonderful
evening’s
entertainment at
All Stretton Village
Hall on November
22nd where they
performed to a full
house. We really
appreciate them
giving us their time
and talents without
cost and providing
such an enjoyable
time. Thanks are
also due to Woods
Brewery for their
kind donation
of one of their
speciality beers
for the event, to
Mike at the Coop
for his help and
to John Thomas
and Burway Books
for helping to sell
tickets. Thank you
to everyone who came and supported the event. Last but
not least, I must thank the members of the Fund Raising
Committee for all their help with cooking pints of soup,
making apple crumbles, organising the bar and all the other
things that were needed to help make a thoroughly enjoyable
evening. As well as everyone having a great time the evening
raised £1,050 for the continuing work of Mayfair.
Good News
Roger Toon is organising another book sale. Please note the
dates in your diary - Friday 30th and Saturday 31st May.
Venue to be confirmed.
There will be more events throughout the coming year so
look out for information in the next Stretton Focus.
Alison.
January date:
Wednesday January 15th –
Women’s Business Network. 12-2pm

January 2014

irstly, we’d like to wish you all a very happy and healthy
2014, from all of us at Mayfair.
Frost Fair
Christmas at Mayfair started with the Frost Fair on Saturday
November 30th. Father Christmas was here; we had a
lovely array of people selling gorgeous things, and the
café was serving festive food. Thank you to all that came
and supported the event. We’ll be doing it again for next
Christmas!
Family History Courses
Our popular family history course starts on Tuesday 21st
January, from 10am – 12 midday. The course is for 6 weeks
and the charge is £25. Learn how to trace your family online.
iPad Help Available
Have you had a new iPad for Christmas? We will be running
classes in January and February to help you, or you could
come along to our Monday (10-1) and Wednesday (9-3)
drop in sessions.
Improve Your Health, online!
Come along to our
drop in sessions to
find out how to
improve your health
with NHS Choices
website.
New Year, New You?
Have you made
a New Years’
resolution to
undertake more
activities this year?
Here at Mayfair we
offer a huge array
of activities, from
‘Walking for Health’
walks, gentle chair
based yoga to belly
dancing and the
more active zumba.
Each day of the
week we can offer
you a class – and
if you have young
ones, we can also
offer you discounted rates in the crèche of just £2 per hour
while you participate in an activity here.
Please refer to the list below for activities and start time,
and also bear in mind that we will be adding more dates to
the list! Should you require any further details, please don’t
hesitate calling us on 01694 722077 or popping in.
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Community Award Scheme
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T

he Dorrington Players was founded in 1921 as
The Dorrington Village Players, when members
of the local farming community performed at the
Hope Edwards Hall in Dorrington, which unfortunately
lacked a stage! Since 1953 performances have taken place
in the Silvester Horne Institute in Church Stretton but the
Dorrington name was maintained due to the reputation the
group had built over the years for providing high quality
entertainment to the area. Several members have been with
the DPs for over 30 years and others faithfully followed
in their parents’ footsteps after watching them ‘tread the
boards’. At the other end of the spectrum we are welcoming
both new and young actors every season, who find that
working together as a team to bring a play to life is great
fun and a real challenge. We provide a warm welcome and
can always find a role in the society for an enthusiastic
newcomer. Local people from age 14 to 88 have acted with
us in the last few years.
The Dorrington Players aims to provide the community
with two plays each year, one in May and the other in
November. Over the years many props have, therefore,
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accumulated: items made or purchased for a play which ‘might
just be useful’ in years to come. Between the plays we must
store the ‘flats’, which are duly wallpapered and erected to
become the walls for the set. The SHI has kindly allowed us to
use the storage area below stage level for many years. However,
it had become rather a ‘glory hole’, as my grandmother would
call any space where old cherished items were stashed away
without order! When the Stretton Focus Community Award
Scheme was announced for 2013 we decided to apply for a
grant to buy shelving and watertight boxes, so that we could
better organise our treasured props up off the floor, making
more space for flats and large furniture items. We are very
grateful to have been successful in obtaining the award.
This will go a long way to preserve items for use in future
performances, in which we aim to delight audiences and keep
Amateur Drama very much alive in the Strettons.

New Year Event

If you’d like some New Year fun in the company of
the Strettons’ very own Amateur Drama group, a warm
welcome awaits you at our drama workshop on Wednesday
15 January at 7.30pm at the Mayfair Centre. It’s free!
Kathryn Lewis, a longstanding DP member, will be leading
the evening. Do come along: you don’t have to have acting
skills, just a willingness to join in and enjoy yourself. Phone
secretary Sue Jones 07880 912805 to confirm attendance, by
10th January.
Sue Jones

Focus Email Problems

W

e have had a few problems with our email system. This has meant that some
contributors have received error messages saying that their email has not been
delivered. However, in most cases these emails have in fact been delivered, at
least to the majority of editors. We try to acknowledge all contributions within 24 hours, so
PLEASE wait so see whether your email is acknowledged before trying again. This month we
have received 4 or 5 copies of some contributions! And as a last resort please phone one of the
editors for an alternative email address rather than asking someone else to send it. This will
enable us to find your email if you call, as it will have your name as the sender.
The Focus Editorial Team
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Top Tips for Winter

Crime Reported for
Church Stretton Police Area
Burglary: not dwelling – Marshbrook
Attempted burglary: not dwelling –
Brooksbury
Burglary: other – Swains Meadow, Stretton
Farm Road and Crossways
Theft: Watling Street South
Criminal damage: Main park, Essex Road and
Sandford Avenue

See Yellow Pages B for contact details.

1) Register your property (phone, bikes, tablets etc.) on
www.immobilise.com
2) Invest in a property marking product to help police
return your items if they are stolen
3) Find out what steps you can take to safeguard your children when they
use the internet: www.getsafeonline.org or www.thinkuknow.co.uk
4) Sign up to electronic updates from the police in your area: www.
westmercia.police.uk/watch/
5) Ensure you don’t leave anything of value on show in your vehicle
6) Don’t leave your car running and unattended to defrost on cold
mornings
7) If you are out all day or going away use timer light bulbs, cancel papers
and ask a neighbour to check on your property
8) Invest in basic locks or alarms for any outbuildings, sheds or fuel tanks
9) Do not drink and drive or take illegal drugs and drive

Pact Surgeries on 11th and 22nd Jan. see ‘What’s On’

Experienced Singers Wanted for New Chamber Choir

I

am looking for experienced singers
to form a South Shropshire/North
Herefordshire chamber choir with
the aim of achieving outstanding
performances of some of the more unusual
or challenging choral repertoire.
I am a singing teacher based in
the south of Shropshire, teaching privately and also for
Shropshire Music Service. I conduct the Corvedale Choir
mixed-voice community choir and direct/sing in Voces
Intimae, a group of 8 experienced singers. Choral singing has
been part of my life from the age of seven and I have sung
in many choirs including the BBC Symphony Chorus and
the Corydon Singers (not Croydon!), one of the top amateur
choirs in the country, with whom I made about 35 CDs on
the Hyperion label.

This new group will be a small mixed-voice choir,
rehearsing on Thursday evenings, and all members will be
auditioned. The plan is to start rehearsals in about February,
with auditions taking place in January. The rehearsal venue
has yet to be decided but my aim is to find somewhere
roughly in the middle!
If you are a good singer, have a high level of sightreading ability (or are brilliant at learning by ear) and are
willing to spend time learning the notes before coming to
rehearsals, then please contact me on 01584 841053 or ros.
crouch@gmail.com. I have got some very exciting music
lined up to do – and you’ll have the benefit of my expertise
as a singing teacher to help us technically.
I will also need an accompanist – anyone know
anybody...?
Ros Crouch

O

n 27th January there will be a talk on Hill Forts of
Shropshire by Shelagh Hampton at 2.30pm in the
URC Hall

StRETTON FOCUS
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We started to prepare our part in the medieval
celebrations. in June, and we are working hard on an
exhibition about rural life in the 13th century.
Our second project is based around the commemoration
of the start of World War One in 1914.
As this is beyond living memory we will be collecting the
stories you have inherited from your parents/grandparents
about what they did in the war and also the consequences
World War One had on your family. (This part of the
project is not about historical accuracy – it is about family
and how the story of the war has been passed down through
families.)
Don’t forget if you would like help in researching your
family - members of our group are on hand in the library
every Thursday afternoon 1pm-4pm to guide you through
the information (from 8th January).
Barbara Parnell

January 2014

Church Stretton Area Local History Group
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J

anuary, January, January, the time of the year eagerly
isn’t around us. The local
anticipated by many, and the time of year dreaded by
churches have set up a
some. For some, the New Year is a brand new fresh start, food bank for Stretton
a clean slate, brushing over all the bad things that may
and the surrounding
have happened the previous year. But for others the New
areas, working with the
Year means only one thing. Resolutions. Almost the minute South Shropshire Housing
the knives and forks of the Christmas dinner have been put
Association and Mayfair.
down the thoughts and talks of resolutions begin.
Why not donate to them
If you say you’ve never made a New Years resolution
and help someone in need
then you are probably lying (or maybe you gave up the idea in your area?
shortly after midnight and don’t want to admit it). I’m pretty
Or next time you’re
sure that most people probably have some idea of what they walking down Sandford
want to succeed with or do in the New Year, whether it’s
Avenue, why not stop
something big like deciding to run a marathon or something and buy the Big Issue
slightly less drastic, like spending more time with your
magazine (a vendor is
family.
usually outside Hillside Pharmacy on Thursday, Friday and
I think there is a lot of peer pressuring
Saturday). The magazine costs the vendors
into New Years resolutions, a lot of people
A recent survey £1.25 to buy and then they sell them on at
seem to want to outrival their friends with a
£2.50, the difference being their profit to keep.
done by the
more drastic resolution. Everyone wants to
the vendors are homeless, unemployed or
Guardian in early All
become a better person.
living in temporary accommodation so think
2013 said that of what the money could do for them! One
Now there are some resolutions I seem
to hear more than others, for example people
78% of people of the men often in Stretton comes all the
deciding to ‘get healthy’, I’m guessing this
they surveyed had way from Birmingham on the train to sell the
usually has something to do with the guilt of
as there are no other pitches for him
given up on their magazine
the amount of food and drink consumed over
to sell them on. £2.50 is hardly expensive when
resolutions by the you consider how much of a difference it could
the Christmas period. If I had a pound for
every time someone told me they’d decided
end of January be making to someone’s life (and it’s actually
to get healthy or join a gym I’d most likely be
quite a good read!).
able to afford my own gym membership by the second of
Or maybe we don’t even have to spend money to help
January. I’d probably even go so far to say that the amount
make other people happy. Some of my friends recently went
of gym memberships cancelled in February would rival the
on a trip to Romania to help build homes for people living
amount purchased in January.
in severe poverty, when they came back they told me that
A recent survey done by the Guardian in early 2013
they could probably make a child’s day simply my smiling
said that 78% of people they surveyed had given up on
and waving at them in the street, I wish this could still
their resolutions by the end of January, many psychologists
happen here, people would probably think you a bit odd if
have agreed that people usually fail in their quests because
you started waving at them in the street in Church Stretton.
their goals are too big, people expect them to be able to
However we could learn something from showing kindness
achieve them in a number of weeks. Some psychologists have to others, say hello to someone as you’re passing in the
even said that often people care more about fulfilling their
street, give your seat up for someone on the bus or the train,
resolution than they actually do about their target, and this
compliment someone, you might just be making someone’s
is why they fail.
day.
So maybe this year why not try a different approach to
Being healthy probably won’t make you a nicer or better
the whole New Years resolution idea? Instead of setting out
person nor will giving up smoking or drinking, it’s the little
to improve ourselves in some way why don’t we set out to
acts of kindness that will do that, so this year try to think
help not only ourselves but others too?
about what really matters.
I’m not saying we should do something big, like
Holly Davies
donating lots of money to a charity or booking a trip
to volunteer in a poorer country because let’s face it the
majority of us can’t but we should all strive to do a little
something often to help better the lives of others around us.
For example, next time you’re stocking up at Co-Op,
Readers: What are your reactions to these
why not buy a tin or two to put in one of the food banks for
charities, it will hardly cost you a penny but think of how
articles? Why not share them with other readers.
happy it could make someone else. We’re all very lucky to
Email to editor@strettonfocus.org.uk
be living in Church Stretton but I don’t think some people
realise that some people around here are struggling to live.
Just because we don’t really see it doesn’t mean that poverty
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Keeping alive the Christmas Spirit
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hristmas seems to be
only includes schoolchildren, but everyone. After playing
starting earlier and
musical instruments for a few years, many people have
earlier every year.
approached me after performances and said, “I used to play
Some people are probably
that piece back in the day…” I bet many adults would love
already looking forward to
to reminisce and have the opportunity to go back to their
Christmas 2014! With many youth and perform their favourite pieces once again. And, of
Christmas related adverts
course, it would give the youngsters the experience of sharing
starting to appear on our
what they have learnt in front of other people. I get such a
television screens in early
buzz out of performing, and I’m sure that others do too. To
October, it’s no wonder that
be able to perform something that you have put a lot of time
many of us seem to get tired
and effort into gives such a sense of achievement, and the
of it before the festivities have audience always loves hearing new and diverse things.
even begun. Some people love
There are plenty of groups that facilitate young people,
the prolonged anticipation,
and groups that facilitate the older generation. Yet there
and some people hate it.
seems to be a lack of groups that collaborate the two. It
But what about when December 25th has been and gone?
would be fantastic to hold new and exciting events that
Is there something that we can all take
join the two extremes together, and
“What should young everyone else in between! For me, it’s
away from Christmas, minus the jingly
music and wintry scenes, and take with us
people do with their about making connections. Connections
throughout the whole of the year?
with the primary and secondary schools,
lives today? Many
Church Stretton thrives at Christmas.
connections with all ages, and connections
things, obviously. But with the areas around us. Church Stretton
The streets are lined with twinkling lights
the most daring thing could easily become the new hive of
and decorations, there’s a huge tree in the
Square, not to mention Father Christmas
activity, bringing people from all around
is to create stable
riding through the streets on his sleigh. I
what we have to offer.
communities in which to witness
can’t help but think that there’s something
One of the major issues in Church
the terrible disease
that underlies it all, something that we
Stretton today is older people feeling
of loneliness can be lonely. I believe that the antidote to this is
could all benefit from in our day to day
lives. The traditional festivities are fantastic,
community. Kurt Vonnegut, an inspiring,
cured.”
but the sense of community is even better;
well-known author once said, “What
the true “Christmas Spirit”.
should young people do with their lives
For me, keeping alive the Christmas Spirit means
today? Many things, obviously. But the most daring thing is
keeping alive the community spirit. Look at how many
to create stable communities in which the terrible disease of
community gatherings occur during the festive season in
loneliness can be cured.”
Church Stretton that involve all ages: the turning on of
Alice Morris
the lights, carols in the Square,
Christingle at St. Laurence’s
Church, craft fairs, and much more.
Just think what we could achieve
if we had more community events
happening right here in the heart of
the Shropshire hills.
Utilising the town square all
year around would be a great place
to start. Musical performances
from the schools would bring
the town alive with sound, dance
performances would add that
diverse edge and mini drama
productions would bring theatre
lovers together. We should use
the talent we have collectively
to produce performances that
allow people of all ages, tastes and
backgrounds to come together and
witness something new.
We could even have an annual
Photo: Alice Morris
‘Stretton’s Got Talent’ that not
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22b People of the Long Mynd:
The Welsh Drovers

A

weekly market has been held in Church Stretton since
1214 and was the occasion for trading wool,
livestock and produce. There were also markets and
annual fairs at Bishop’s Castle (since 1249), Clun (since
1204), Pulverbatch (since 1254) and Leebotwood (since
1320). A weekly livestock market still takes place in Bishop’s
Castle though the big autumn sheep sales ceased in Church
Stretton about 1982.
Many of the tracks across the Long Mynd were used by
local people with laden ponies to take produce to the nearest
market. One long-distance traveller with goods for market
was the huckster with his packhorse, the legacy from this era
being track markers like the Packetstone (an exposed rock on
the bridleway from Minton to Asterton) and the Huckster
Stone (on the bridleway from Minton to Myndtown).
It was the responsibility of parishes to maintain all roads
within the parish irrespective of whether they were used just
by parishioners or by travellers using the main highways.
The Portway was one of the roads that had the status of
being part of the ‘King’s Highway on Longemunede’ which
entitled it to enjoy royal protection. In a manorial document
dated 1278 it was referred to as the Via Regalis.
In the 18th century, Welsh drovers who were herding
hundreds of cattle to Shrewsbury markets were not prepared
to pay the new tolls on the turnpike through the Stretton
valley. To avoid this route, they once again used the old
hill routes which linked up with the Portway. Overnight
stops were at regular sites where there was an enclosure and
accommodation. The Pound Inn at Leebotwood was one
such stop and so got its name.

The drovers used
corgi dogs specially
bred to work with cattle.
These dogs were nimble
and would snap at the heels of the
cows, and being small with short legs, they avoided being
kicked by the cows. In the 19th century the Portway was
still being used by horses and wagons carrying agricultural
produce to market; this continued until the opening of the
Shrewsbury to Hereford railway in 1852.
Another important old trackway on the Long Mynd was
The Burway, an old packhorse route which ascends to the
Portway from Church Stretton. It is a route probably used
since prehistoric times because of the location of the Bronze
Age cross-dyke at Devil’s Mouth. It is marked on Ogilby’s
road map of 1660 as part of the road from Bridgenorth,
through Church Stretton to Welshpool. The old road
survives as a wide trackway above the modern Burway Road.
Other ancient packhorse routes include that from All
Stretton which followed the existing metalled lane as far as
Jinlye from where it cuts across the plateau and through the
High Park Cottage cross-dyke to the Portway. Another route
went from Little Stretton up Small Batch and through the
Barrister’s Plain cross-dyke to the Portway at Pole Cottage.
There was also another route from Minton to the Portway
skirting Packetstone Hill.
Barrie Raynor.
This is an extract from his book ‘The Long Mynd: Its History
and Wildlife’.

The old packhorse route up The Burway is now a wide path. The
new paved road with a gentler gradient is lower down to the left.
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Parents’ Corner

H

aving asked some fellow parents for
ideas of things to do with our kids that
we haven’t done before, the following
suggestions came up…. If you do get the chance
to go, please let me know how you get on with
your visits.
Battlefield Falconry Centre in Shrewsbury at
Battlefield 1403 Farm Shop, Shrewsbury
Take a walk and discover how life is for a
falconer. Recommended by my friend Harriet
who says she had a brilliant afternoon with her
family. They went on a walk with a Harris hawk
and handled and saw lots of owls, falcons and
even a very cheeky raven! I have checked their
website – the prices seem reasonable and they
even host children’s parties! If you do get the
chance to go please let me know how you get on
See website or phone Mark to book - 01939
210204
Bridgnorth Castle Hill Railway. 6A Castle Terrace,
Bridgnorth WV16 4AH
My mate Graham recommends a day out in Bridgnorth
to visit this little gem. For over a century this small Cliff
Railway has been transporting the people of Bridgnorth
up and down the 111 ft sandstone cliffs that separate High
Town from Low Town. Now this is where it gets good, it’s
open all year round, costs £1.20 and children under 6 are
free! What are you waiting for? See website or phone 01746
762052

The Adventure
Rope Course Ltd at
Albrighton Hall Hotel
& Spa, Shrewsbury,
Shropshire SY4 3AG
My good friend
Helen has three boys
and she says they all
loved this place - you
can go for a half day or
a full day and there’s
loads to do and by
all accounts the lady,
Steph, who runs it is
really helpful. They also
do group sessions. I’ve
looked at the website,
they also do activities
like Archery and
Bushcraft for the less
adventurous. Sounds
good to me! Phone them on 01970 871777 or see website
William’s Jokes of the Month
Q - What do you get if you sit under a cow?
A - A pat on the head…
Q - Why is 6 afraid of 7?
A - Because 7,8,9			

Emma Alston

Freemasonry in Church Stretton

T

he Caer Caradoc Lodge is holding an Open Evening at 7pm on Friday 10th January 2014 at the Freemasons’ Hall,
65 High Street, Church Stretton, SY6 6BY. Any gentlemen who may be interested in finding out more about
Freemasonry in general and in Shropshire in particular, are cordially invited to attend and they will be welcomed by
members of the Lodge. Following a presentation and questions in the Lodge Room there will be a two course hot meal for
those wishing to stay. (£12) A pay bar will be available. If you would like further information or wish to attend/dine, please
contact the Lodge Secretary, Chas. Trendell at chastrendell@hotmail.co.uk or 01694 731303.

R
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e the article on Silvester Horne on p.13 of the
December issue – one correction – he died
on 2nd May 1914 not 1st. as stated in the
second paragraph. My sources are an obituary in the
Congregational Church Yearbook (and they should
know!), the Dictionary of National Biography and
the report of his death in the ‘Shrewsbury Chronicle’
of Friday 8 May 1914, which states that he died “last
Saturday” – work the dates out and you get 2 May. Just
thought I would mention it.
Tony Crowe

January 2014
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22d UNA News
Swords into Ploughshares
NA discussion group will meet on Friday 10th
January from 10.30am to 12. Keith Maddison will
tell of an experience in Russia and Caroline Roberts
will lead a discussion on Unmanned Aerial Vehicles (Drones)
All welcome. For venue please ring Anne 724171.

U

Honorary Treasurer
United Nations Association in Shropshire is looking for
an honorary treasurer, involving not more than four hours
per month. If you are interested, you would be working
with a small group of people dedicated to the principles
of UNA – pressing for a world that is fairer, safer and
more sustainable. The local branch supports the national
UNA-UK in its work for a UN that is more effective, strong
and credible. Further details from 01694 724304.
Learning about the Middle East
For the whole of 2013, the UNA Church Stretton
Branch has been learning about the complexities of the
Middle East and, in particular, Palestine and Israel. Time
spent has been enormously productive. A summary of our
methods of learning and what has been learned in a 1500
word document (available on request) is as follows.
Reference has been made to 56 sources of learning using
25 distinct methods; six audio recordings; five newsletters from
West Bank; three Branch study groups; 50 written feedbacks
and two social media events were prominent. The planning
framework used in 2012 for ‘United for Peace and Prosperity’,

this project’s predecessor, was again adopted
for 2013 and was an immense asset. ‘Servant of
expert’ style of leadership was adopted throughout.
The project leader was the most prominent learner
in an environment promoting ‘learning organisation’ values.
The value of partnership amongst local organisations
with humanitarian aims worked extremely well and their
complementary contributions have been recognised as
important. In particular, Rotary, Fairtrade, Traidcraft,
Stretton Climate Care, Concord College and North Staffs
Youth UNA were particularly helpful. Quality tools and
techniques were adapted and applied at every stage. The
toolbox of 18 tools which have been assembled into one pack
is now available for sharing. The final version of the toolbox
was completed after 79 feedbacks received over three months
Local community interest in social media, particular the
use of Twitter and Facebook, emerging from Arab Spring
uprisings was explored with the help of North Staffs Youth
UNA & U3A. Such media will continue to play a key role in
communications. U3A are now offering two opportunities to
learn for potential and existing members.
The Branch has decided to pass the results of our learning
on to UNA Central Region of which the Branch is a constituent
member. The main features of the completed summary should
now cease to be the lead responsibility of the Branch but offered
for sharing to any interested party. The toolbox is to be made
available to Branch members and local partners on a voluntary
basis with coaching support in application available.
Barrie Oxtoby – UNA Church Stretton

Shropshire Wildlife Trust
Bog Standard Talk for Wildlife Trust
he quality or otherwise of the country’s third largest
body of peat bog was at the heart of Luke Neal’s talk
to the Strettons branch of Shropshire Wildlife Trust
on 27th November. The Community Officer for the five year,
£2 million Meres and Mosses project, which covers a vast 450
sq km area, was keen for us to recognise its national, even
global significance. This unique north Shropshire habitat is an
environmental treasure house, especially now that 94% of peat
bog has been lost and the remaining 6% is in poor nick. Its
role in helping tackle climate change is critical; the surviving
peat bogs store more carbon than all the forests of Britain and
France combined.
If you didn’t make it to this fascinating event, make sure
you diary our next one on Wednesday 19th February 2014,
when Baz Fewster, Shropshire Wildlife Trust ambassador, will
challenge us on ‘Mankind - Nature’s Friend or Foe?’
Jeremy Freeland

T

Whixall Moss photo Tim Walter
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T

here is a proposal
from Shropshire
Council to review
ownership and management
of Rectory Wood and Field.
Discussions have taken place
with the National Trust
and Shropshire Council
(SC) staff and an outline
way forward has been
proposed. This will involve
consultation with local
people and organisations
and a discussion about the
future management and long
term funding of the wood
and field. The intention
is to have an initial public
meeting in March (date to
be confirmed) and discuss
how the consultation will be
shaped. Over the spring and
summer there will be several
guided walks around the
site to give people an insight
into the fascinating history
of Rectory Wood and Field.
This should then lead to
an evolution of a plan and
funding proposal. Part of
this proposal would initially
involve closer working
between current SC staff
and NT staff and a closer
partnership between the
two bodies through project
work.
Peter Carty, National Trust
Edward Andrews, Shropshire
Council

T

he Strettons branch of Shropshire Wildlife Trust are working with Shropshire
Council to help improve the small wet area on the edge of Rectory Field for its
biodiversity and amenity value. A natural spring that seeps through the area feeds
into what once was a pond. Over the years it has become shaded by trees and scrub and
dried out.
Shropshire Council Outdoor Recreation Maintenance Crew felled the multi-stemmed
ash tree next to the pond last autumn and has cleared the area ready for construction work
to commence. The habitat around the pond has been surveyed to check its suitability as
a potential breeding site for Great Crested Newts and in its current state was found to be
poor.
A new shallow pond will be
created with gently sloping sides and
raised banks round the edge to help
attract amphibians and other wildlife.
The existing clay will be “puddled”
to form the base of the pond and
help retain the water although it is
expected that the pond may still dry
up during the summer because of lack
of in-flow. Marginal planting will be
undertaken in the spring, hopefully
with the help of local school children.
It is hoped that improvement of
this area will add to the enjoyment
of visitors to Rectory Field and be of
benefit to the local wildlife.
For further information
contact Edward Andrews, Parks
and Countryside Sites Officer,
Shropshire Council (01746 781192)
or Janet Martin, Strettons Branch
of Shropshire Wildlife Trust (01694
722361).
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Pond improvement project at Rectory Field
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Catholic Voice

Gardening in January

n a recent trip to Italy we were fortunate to
visit lovely little Lake Orta, north west of
Milan. The area around the lake has many
Christian historical monuments; for example on the
wooded hill of Sacro Monte are numerous chapels dedicated to
St Francis of Assisi. Here his life is depicted in the form of frescos
and sculptures.
A short boat ride from the small town of Orta San Giulio is
the island of the same name. Legend tells us that Julius of Novara
founded a basilica here in AD 390. Found on this site now is a
twelfth century Romanesque church, again filled with precious
frescos and a rare historic pulpit. In the crypt below the present
building the foundations of the sixth century enlargement of the
original oratory have been thrillingly revealed to the visitor.
Close by the present basilica are the towering buildings of a
former seminary, now home to an enclosed order of Benedictine
nuns. In the nineteen seventies a group of six nuns travelled to the
island from Viboldone Abbey near Milan to establish the Mater
Ecclesiae San Giulio. Since then we are told that the convent
has flourished and there are now about eighty sisters living there
with a growing number of women wishing to join them in this
beautiful place. They look forward to a life of prayer, study and
quiet contemplation with any leisure time given over to repairing
old and exquisite ecclesiastical embroidery.
Around the external walls of the convent run narrow cobbled
streets, little changed since medieval times. During the hours
when visits are permitted to the island the public are encouraged
to walk around these passageways in silence, reading meditation
signs that have been strategically placed along the way. These
‘contra’ walks - ‘The Way of Silence’ and ‘The Way of Meditation’
are intended to encourage reflection on the spiritual past and
present of this tiny island and on oneself and our own place in the
world.
At this time of the winter with Advent and the joys and
celebrations of Christmas over, we look forward to the New Year.
In doing so we often rekindle memories of the year past, relishing
the old while anticipating the new, recalling unhurried times in
a busy world and as on Isola San Giulio, of God’s presence in a
special place. Maybe the year ahead will bring fresh yearnings for
stillness and quietness to be recreated within oneself.
Maureen Morton

hatever the
gardening diary
suggests for the
period of the year, it will be
up to the gardener to consider
the weather being experienced,
before he decides to tackle the
type of task one feels might be
undertaken.
When outside jobs are out
of the question, make sure that
you will be ready for spring
sowing by cleaning seed trays, pots etc and I expect
many used plant labels could be rubbed and cleaned
for re-use. I assume that your greenhouse will have
been cleared of plant residue and glazing given a clean.
Many bulbs in pots will be making attractive
growth and if you have those large hippeastrum
(amaryllis) bulbs to plant up, be sure to only sit them
partially in the compost, don’t bury them.
Still an inside job, inspect the apples or pears you
have in store and look out for grey mould or brown
rot.
Outside, I hope that any tender shrubs left in
containers, will have been enclosed with bubble wrap
and mulched with shredded bark.
Compost should now be spread around soft fruit,
cover the rhubarb with a box or old bucket containing
straw, then cover with compost if available.
Check that any shrubs and roses have not been
loosened by wind, and prune off any damaged
growth.
If you have a wisteria or grapevine, they can be
pruned now back to a few buds on the laterals. As
a precaution against aphid growth, trees will benefit
from a Vitax winter tree wash.
Our speakers in January are The Templetons
showing ‘Pictures in Harmony’.
A happy New Year and pleasant gardening.
Ron Dapling
Church Stretton & District Gardening Club

O

W

Reg’s Ramblings
A Well Known Fag-Roller

F

or some years before the Second World War this country had two famous political satirists; namely Aldous Huxley,
author of Brave New World, and Eric Arthur Blair (aka George Orwell), author of Nineteen Eighty Four. During
those years, each summer Blair always stayed with Captain Buddicom at Ticklerton Hall. He was a moderately good
cricketer but notable for his habit of fielding on the boundary with tobacco and fag papers to hand, enabling him to chain
smoke throughout the game.
I remember meeting Harold Hall in Stretton at about that time and commented on this idiosyncratic hobby, and
Harold’s response was “He was a nice enough fellow, but if anyone started talking about politics he really clammed up”.
Surely a sign of how he differed from his contemporaries on political matters. 			
Reg Heiron

Editor’s note: As we were going to press, we heard the sad news that Reg has passed away. His contributions have always been
much admired and we will miss them in future. We extend our sympathies to his family and are pleased that our inclusion of his
‘ramblngs’ gave him so much pleasure in his latter, infirm years.
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Community Wellbeing Appeal

W

e are delighted to report that the Community
Wellbeing Appeal achieved its target of raising
£100,000 by Christmas. This is a tremendous
achievement for our community, thanks to the support and
enthusiasm of so many people. We have had over 300 individual
pledges as well as substantial pledges from local churches,
groups and organisations as well as businesses. It is truly
impressive that everyone has dug deep into their pockets to help
fulfil our vision to improve health and care services in the area.
This outstanding demonstration of community support
that has spurred on those organisations already involved in
the Project can only inspire other funders. We are confident
that a number of applications to smaller Trust Funds will
enable us to complete the £1 million funding requirement to
acquire and adapt the Clinic building into a multi-purpose
Health and Wellbeing Centre.
However, there are still a number of hurdles for us to
overcome to bring the project to fruition. At the time of
writing we are still in negotiations about the ownership of

the building and are very mindful of your feedback that we
should only pursue this scheme if it is viable.
We are most encouraged by the number of health and
social care agencies expressing an interest in working together
in the new Centre. While the adaptation work is proceeding
during 2014, we will be taking forward discussions about the
most appropriate mix of services in the Centre, recognising
that those services will continually have to adapt to the
changing health and social care needs of the community.
In order to ensure that this happens, we will hold regular
consultations with the local community and continually seek
feedback on how we can improve the services provided.
Later in the year, we will be seeking volunteers to help to
develop this exciting new project, so please consider whether
you might wish to become involved. In a very real sense,
this is a community project in which the community will
continue to play a full part. We wish to express our great
appreciation to everyone who has contributed in any way to
secure the necessary start-up funding.
Bob Welch, Chairman, Community Wellbeing Appeal

Christmas Lights ‘Switch on’ Event

January 2014
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The Mayor, Cllr Michael Braid, adds ‘With warm
thanks to everyone who gave up their valuable time
to support the Christmas Lights Committee in their
endeavours to make this a very special time of the year for
residents’. A happy and healthy new year to our residents
and visitors.
Stuart Wright, Vice Chairman Chamber of Trade and
Christmas Lights Committee
Photo: Alice Morris

A

lmost 30 years on and the Christmas Lights
Committee, with support from the Church Stretton
Chamber of Trade, Church Stretton Town Council,
Church Stretton Rotarians and many other volunteers, are
still providing pleasure for our residents and visitors by
erecting colourful lights all around the town. Not forgetting
the huge Christmas tree in the square, this year once again
was donated by John Stephens Landscapes. The Committee
including Don Rogers, David and Richard Pepper, Stuart
Wright, Gary Hughes, Brian Evans thank all those including
Matt Stephens and Ian Beaver from Shropshire Building
Supplies who have supported them over the years, financially
and physically. A special thank you to Berry’s for providing
much needed coffee and sandwiches on the sometimes wet
and cold Sunday mornings when the lights are erected.
The official ‘switch on’ took place in the town square on
Saturday November 23rd, when approximately 500 people
enjoyed the Jamie Wrench Swing Band, musical entertainment
provided by Academy children, a barrel organ and fire engine,
with sound equipment ably overseen by Richard YeomanClarke. Home-made fudge sold by Salts was appreciated by
those with a sweet tooth also the hot chocolate, mulled wine
and sausage rolls were available from Berrys in aid of their
African charity, (the Mlsada orphanage for street children
in Uganda), which actually raised £250. The Christingle
Service at 4pm in St Laurence’s Church was attended by 125
children and 104 adults, and after the 40 minute service the
children processed to the Square with their Christingle candles
to witness the ‘switch on’ by Tom Beaumont. The Scouts
very generously allowed the use of their scout hut, where 140
children met Santa in the grotto set up by Scrappies, Church
Stretton. Our Santa totally captivated his young admirers and
had to work in shifts to meet the demand! Toys on loan from
St Laurences Church were used extensively, giving mums and
dads an opportunity to enjoy their tea/coffee. The children
were given bags of sweets/chocolates (most of which were
donated by the Co-op), and entered into the free raffle, their
excitement making it a magical event. Thank you Eileen
Roberts and John Woolmer for organising the event.
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Samurai looking to continue success into New Year

T

he newly formed Church
Stretton Samurai RFC are
looking forward to 2014,
after a successful first 6 months
for the county’s newest club. At
the time of writing, the club have
won 5 out of 8 friendlies they have
played, and already have many
fixtures lined up for the new year.
In the first half of the season,
the team have shown they can play
with attacking flair and resilient
defence. The pacy, youthful
backline has been scoring tries for
fun, with Tom Ward shining in his
first season as a rugby player. In
the tougher games, the forwards
have stepped up with some stern
defence, and their scrummaging
and line-out is improving game
after game. After an unbeaten
October, the Samurai narrowly lost
both their friendlies in November
against tough, experienced
opposition. The first was a home 21-10 loss to Clee Hill,
followed by a 26-17 defeat away at Whitchurch. Even in
these defeats, the team has still managed to score tries and
have shown they are not an easy side to break down.
This all bodes well for the rest of the season, and for the
long term future of the club, which will be joining a league
next season. Plenty of work is being put in off the pitch too,
with new additions to the committee and plans in process
for the development of the club.
The clubs newly constituted under 17 team has also
been enjoying success on the field. They followed up an 8-0
win over Old Halesowenians with a narrow 16-10 defeat to

Bromsgrove. They are still in the hunt in the league, with the
potential to progress to a national knock-out competition,
and will also be looking to compete in the North Midlands
plate competition.
If your New Year’s resolution is to be more active, then
feel free to come along to training at 8pm on Thursdays
at the sports centre. If you haven’t already done so you can
like the team’s page on Facebook ‘Church Stretton Samurai
RFC’, and follow the club on twitter @strettonsamurai, for
all the latest updates. The next game for the team is away at
Newport on the 11th January.
Jack Titley

Anglican Voice
A Caring Community
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It was very interesting that when the debates occurred
about bankers’ bonuses and MP’s expenses, what was right
or wrong or moral was displaced by whether what they
did was ‘within the rules’. Governments say they must
be morally neutral so who can condemn greed? And we
all know that, whatever the rules say, a way round will be
found. In the end surely we need a moral authority to say
eg covetousness or selfishness is wrong, or pandering to the
self will lead to narcissism, which will undermine family life,
community and the individual’s own wellbeing.
Choice is now an idol; everyone must be free to make
their own choice, but that makes the focus oneself. If our
community is to preserve its ethic of care, can there not be
a better foundation than a God who loves us and wants the
best for us and so calls us to account when we depart from
His standards? And might there not be a point that serving
and pleasing Him is the perfect freedom?
Richard Hill

January 2014

S

elf-fulfilment is one of the catch phrases of our times.
‘Be true to yourself ’ folks say. Unfortunately that is
precisely what the bankers, MP’s, Jimmy Savile etc.
were! They were blind to the fact that in reality they were
slaves to their own desires. And we are told we should not
criticise another’s choice - that is being judgemental - so they
were beyond censure, at least in their own eyes.
The theme of our monthly event called Pit Stop
this January is ‘Community’. There is a strong spirit of
community in the Strettons, not found everywhere. Surely
this is based on some common values such as sacrificial care
for one another, respect for each other’s property, life and
physical well-being, marriages, family life, reputation etc., all
values protected by the ten Commandments.
The ethic of care must be founded on the principle that
this is good. But it is challenged by the idea that we should
look after number One above all. This raises the question of
who decides what is good or moral or not, as what might have
been assumed years ago is now being increasingly challenged.
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Memory Screening

M

emory. Such a fascinating subject. We all use it
every day without a fanfare, but when it fails us
we feel distraught . Failed exams to embarrassing
social situations - we’ve all had a moment of memory
malfunction. Occasionally memory problems are more
serious and need medical assessment. So, for now, a brief
overview of why the doctors and nurses at Church Stretton
Medical Practice may be interested in YOUR memory.
Some of you may have been asked if you would like to
undertake a short memory test, and on the whole many are
keen to do this. However, we are aware that this has caused
some concern and we would like to take this opportunity to
explain what is going on.
Nationally, it has been decided that it is a good idea
to screen people who may be at a slightly higher risk of
memory problems. The idea being that, if problems are
picked up early, then support and help can be put in place
in a timely fashion. However, there is a counter argument
that highlighting issues with poor memory in early stages can
just increase anxiety without any genuine benefit. There is a
fine line between the two and it is sometimes hard to know
what is best for an individual. However, it is our belief at
the surgery that early awareness does improve support for
individuals and families, and this is why we are taking part
in the national screening program for dementia.
The process is simple: whilst attending for other health
issues, you may be asked if you wish to complete a memory
test. This takes just a couple of minutes and involves answering
some straightforward questions. If you correctly answer all
the questions then there is very little chance of you having a
significant problem. However, the reverse is NOT true! Just
because you get a few answers wrong does not mean you have
a memory problem! Please don’t get worried about this.
All we would then do is ask if a close family member
or friend can fill in a very short questionnaire about your
everyday memory skills. You do not have to agree to this but
it can be very helpful.

If the questionnaire suggests you don’t have any more
problems now than you did a few years ago, then likely all
is well and nothing more need be done. If you might be
struggling a bit more than you used to, we move on to the
next step.
For those people who scored a low mark on the
first screening set of questions and those whose family
questionnaires raised possible concerns, you will be asked
to have some blood tests, just to rule out any other medical
problems.
Following the blood tests a doctor will telephone for a
discussion and at this point you can choose to be referred
on to our local memory service. It is based in Ludlow
and consists of a psychiatrist and mental health social
workers. Some folk are very wary of this referral - mainly
as historically there were issues with “what might people
think?” We really hope this is all in the past - it is just like
being referred for any other health problem.
You would be offered an appointment in your home
with a member of the team and further assessments of
your difficulties would continue. Much of this is based on
conversation only, but they can also request brain scans.
Only after a significant amount of assessment, time and
discussion would a diagnosis of dementia be made in a few
people. The majority of people referred to the memory team
do NOT have dementia. If a diagnosis is made then advice,
support and treatment are offered.
We hope this clarifies what we are doing and why. We
do hope that you will engage with this screening program as
it is designed to offer reassurance and support to those who
need it. If you are not part of the screening group but are
concerned about failing memory then you can discuss this
with your usual GP and the same care and support will be
available to you too.
Sue Marsh
Assistant Practice Manager, Church Stretton Medical Practice

StrettonDale Local Joint Committee News
Broadband and policing on the agenda

Trivia Answers
1. Catkin
2. America
3. Earth
4. Ivor the Engine’s Driver
5. Video (Song by the Buggles)
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from the Church Stretton local policing team regarding local
crime and safety, and reports on news and events from the
parishes that form the LJC.
Everyone is welcome to attend the meeting and to take
part in the discussions.
For more information on the meeting please contact Lisa
Bedford, Shropshire Council’s community action officer for
the area, on 07582 002 010 or by emailing lisa.bedford@
shropshire.gov.uk

January 2014

T

he StrettonDale Local Joint Committee (LJC) has
an interesting meeting planned for Thursday 23rd
January 2014, 7 pm at the Silvester Horne Institute.
Bill Longmore, the Police and Crime Commissioner for
West Mercia and his deputy, Barrie Sheldon, have been
invited along to give an overview of their first year in the
post. Representatives from Shropshire Council will be in
attendance to give an update on the Connecting Shropshire
broadband project. The meeting will also include an update
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Project Wild Thing
Wednesday 15th January 2014 at 9.30am.
The film Project Wild Thing by David Bond will be shown in the Carding Mill Valley Tea Rooms.
Tickets at £1.

A

vail yourself of a warm log fire
and refreshments whilst watching
comical attempts to persuade
children to leave behind their laptops and
connect with the outdoors. The film to
end all films and from which to make a life
changing New Year’s resolution. Followed
(for those who wish) by a nature walk up
Carding Mill Valley. To book a place email:
chris.stratton@nationaltrust.org.uk or
01694 725006.
“Funny, alarming and uplifting, this film
will change your life. No other ninety
minutes in a darkened room is more likely
to get you – or your children – into the
great outdoors. An exciting, inspirational
exploration of our estrangement from
nature and how we can all put some
wildness back into our own lives. Every
parent and grandparent should watch it.”
Patrick Barkham, The Guardian
9.00am
9.30
11.15
11.45

Doors open & refreshments available
Introduction & film
Break
Valley nature walk and lunches available

Chris Stratton (Learning Officer), Tel 01694 725006, www.cardingmillvalley.org.uk

Methodist Voice
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want to know when it will happen and what signs they can
expect to warn them of its coming. They want a prediction
of the future. However, Jesus doesn’t give them the kind of
answer they are looking for. (Does he ever?) He doesn’t want
to give them a specific time in the future because he wants
them to trust him step by step as they follow him, especially
when he is no longer with them. His first instruction is that
they should have courage and trust in him; they should let
faith replace worry. Secondly they should be wary of false
prophets and people pretending to be the Messiah and
thirdly he leaves them with a promise that whatever is asked
of them as his followers, however hard it will be, they will
always be given the resources to see them through.
We live in a difficult and troubled world and anxiety
seems to be part of everyday life. There are plenty of ‘false
prophets’ that promise us better times, easier ways but they
are not to be relied upon. The words of Jesus to his followers
are just as true and valid to us today. If we can replace worry
and anxiety with faith and trust that God will see us through
even the most difficult of times, then perhaps some of the
peace and joy that we wish each other at Christmas can be
carried on into the New Year, whatever it may bring.
Rev Hazel Ratcliffe
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s I write this article we are beginning the
countdown to Christmas and by the time
you are reading this, Christmas will be over and we
will be moving into another New Year.
Some people will be looking forward to the New Year
with anticipation, perhaps seeing it as a possibility for a
new start; new plans or maybe something special is around
the corner such as a wedding, a new baby or moving house.
For other the New Year is filled with anxiety, even despair
as problems loom that have to be faced, health problems,
financial worries or concern about loved ones. Even the
weather at this time of year can add to our ‘down’ feelings.
I wonder if any of you read your ‘stars’. In almost every
newspaper and magazine and also on line you can look
up to see what your stars have to say for the coming week.
Forecasting the future is big business. On the whole it is
usually good news because the writer would not want to
endanger the readership by printing bad news. Those who
take their horoscopes seriously overlook an important issue.
How reliable is the person who is making the predications?
What are their qualifications?
In Luke’s Gospel Jesus is speaking to the disciples and
warning them of the destruction of the temple. The disciples
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Original Forgiveness
ith a newborn baby in the family my thoughts
turned to the concept of original sin. It’s not a
concept which I have ever readily accepted. Just
looking at the beauty, helplessness and total innocence of a
newborn child the idea that it requires forgiveness in order
to function as Christian is not something I can accept.
Original sin is deeply rooted in the bible and has
pervaded Christian theology from the earliest days. The
fifth century heretic, Pelagius, challenged the idea, but the
church found powerful arguments against him. His belief
that redemption was made accessible through actions in life
was outlawed by the church.
Forgiveness is inextricably tied in with the exercise
of power within the Medieval church. Baptism washed
away original sin but it also placed the child within the
control structures of the church. Thereafter confession was
essential before receiving the Communion, the sacrament of
redemption. Ritual words and active penance completed the
act. Confession put an intimate knowledge of the workings
of his community into the hands of the priest, effectively it
required the individual to cede control over his life.

W

Tree of Light
he switch-on for the Tree of Light this year was
helped with DRY weather, a first for many years,
and celebrated by the large gathering of adults and
children.
Just under 150 children received free gifts when visiting
the Santa’s Grotto held in the Scout Hut, and Father
Christmas was most popular with the children and adults
alike.
There was a fabulous atmosphere in the Market Square
at switch-on time, and one has to thank all those people
(The Workforce) that made this annual event possible.
The large amount of work involved in this annual event
from the installation of the lights (and dismantling) to the
organisation on the day itself is certainly appreciated by the
people attending. Could this event therefore be enhanced
even more by the Church Stretton Traders’ involvement?
This would make it even more of a community celebration.
Tom Beaumont
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The idea of being able to take your place in heaven
through the spirit’s power of redemption is much more an
idea of the reformed Churches today. It is not solely about
forgiveness nor about doing good deeds.
The Lord’s Prayer positions the idea of seeking
forgiveness for doing wrong alongside our willingness to
forgive others. It tells us to open ourselves to the spirit of
forgiveness, to be able to grant and to receive. The promise
that forgiveness is within the power of the spirit, and can be
reached by all of us, makes nonsense of original sin. If we
extend the idea we need no longer rely on rituals and forms
of words for forgiveness.
I find that a much more attractive approach to the
workings of right and wrong in today’s society. I want
to see our family’s children living a good and happy
life. I don’t want them shackled to ancient dogma. I
want to see them reach out through life to a deeper
understanding of the spirit, which is relevant to them
today and tomorrow.
Roger Wilson

reached an all-time high, and these have been greeted with
much excitement by the children who take part in our craft
workshops.
The Scrappies team would like to take this opportunity
to wish all their customers and patrons good health and
happiness in the coming year.
Enquiries about the store to Irene or Joel on 01694
722511.

Hot Dogs and Mulled Wine at Berry’s
hanks to the efforts of Linwyn, John and Elspeth
on 28th November, when the Christmas lights
were turned on, £350 was raised. The money was
immediately dispatched to MLisada, a refuge for street
children in Kampala. This is an organisation which rescues
children from the streets and provides a safe haven for
them. They go to school and are trained in life skills as
well as music, gymnastics and crafts to prepare them for
independent living when they are older. The instruments I
took out to them were much appreciated and are used by
members of the band when they go out to play at official
Scrappies
functions. So thanks to all who enjoyed the food and wine;
e would like to thank all those who have
supported the Store throughout 2013. Donations you made some African children’s Christmas a lot brighter.
Ann Moffat
of interesting and colourful craft materials have
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The Strummers and RNLI invite you to
SING OUR SONGS Saturday 25th January 2014

The Strummers will give us some cheerful music and singing at the Church Stretton
Club to brighten up a cold winter’s evening starting at 7.30pm.
Tickets £5.00 each including delicious refreshments: drinks available at the bar.
Tickets available from: John Thomas, Florist; Brian & Alison Bradley 722138;
Richard & Jill Turner Jones 724371
Please buy your tickets in advance so that we know how many people we are catering for.
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Church Stretton Town Council
Community Matters

O

ur Association of Inner Wheel Clubs in Great
Britain and Ireland has expanded and is now a part
of International Inner Wheel which was formed
in 1967. It is one of the largest women’s service voluntary
organisations in the world with representation at the United
Nations. It has 100.000 members in 3895 clubs in 103
countries.
This worldwide organisation was started by Mrs
Margarette Golding in Manchester, England. Margarette
Golding was a trained nurse and had served in the First
World War. She had great entrepreneurial skills and formed
the first Inner Wheel Club which was registered on 10th
January 1924.
Our Church Stretton Inner Wheel Club was formed
and chartered in July 1956 and is one of 891 Clubs with
23,000 members throughout the countries of the UK.
Originally Inner Wheel was formed for wives and
female relatives of Rotarians. Now, due to a change in
the Inner Wheel constitution passed at the last World
Convention in 2012, it is open to women interested in
the same aims as this valued organisation. In welcoming
members into a Club we are asked to:
1. Promote true friendship
2. Encourage the ideals of personal service
3. Foster International understanding
To mark the 90th Anniversary of our founding, the
President of the Association of Inner Wheel Clubs in
Great Britain and Ireland, Gill Rowley, has launched an
appeal called the ‘Wheels Project’ (from our logo!) Clubs
have been asked to raise funds to provide ‘Wheels’ for
a charitable organisation in their community. For this
purpose our Church Stretton Club is hosting a Quiz night
at The Plough, Wistanstow, in March 2014 as one of their
fundraising events.
If anyone is interested in learning more about Inner
Wheel in the Strettons please contact:
President, Joan 01694 723035
Anne, Secretary 01694 771808
Janet,Treasurer 01588 672977
Doris, Club Correspondent 01694 722473
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Stretton Climate Care News
t Stretton Climate Care’s recent AGM Jon Cooke, who has been chair since the group’s
formation over six years ago, stood down to be replaced by Dr. David Howard. Jon will
still be involved in the work of the organisation but felt now was a good time for new
leadership to take Stretton Climate Care forward into the next phase of their development. The
meeting thanked Jon for all his work over the past years and he was presented with a gift in
recognition of his efforts to help the community become more energy efficient and aware of the
climate challenges we all face.
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SAMDev
Shropshire Council’s SAMDev Final Plan is scheduled to
go out for consultation at the beginning of March 2014
for six weeks. Individual responses to the Revised Preferred
Options consultation will not be available on the SC website
before the submission stage of the Final Plan. This is likely
to be in May/June 2014. Meanwhile, the Town Council
has been active in meeting with local organisations such as
National Trust, AONB, CPRE, Civic Society, Chamber of
Trade etc to co-ordinate a united front to ensure that the
future development of the town is in keeping with its unique
setting in the Shropshire Hills AONB.
Budget 2014/15
The Town Council is carefully considering its budget for
2014/15 and will finalise it at the Town Council meeting on
21st January 2014. This has been a very difficult task due to
unknown elements such as the level of Government Grant
for 2014/15. In addition, the Town Council has pledged a
grant of £10,000 to the new Health & Wellbeing Centre
which will be a one-off expenditure for 2014/15 and add
approximately £4.22 to a Band D council tax for one year
only. Even if the government grant is cut, it hoped that with
savings made elsewhere in the budget the overall increase for
2014/15 is kept below £5.00 for a Band D property.
Once finalised, full details will be placed on the Church
Stretton Website and, from Mid-March, explanatory leaflets
will be available from the Town Council Office.
Road Closures:
Sandford Avenue East – B4371
a) Ticklerton to Wall under Heywood, Rushbury (Section
from Ticklerton junction to Darby Lane junction) will be
closed from 20th January 2014 for one week for resurfacing
and drainage works.
b) Church Stretton (Section from A49 junction to Hazler
Road junction) will be closed from 27th January 2014 for
one week for resurfacing, drainage and kerbing works.
Planning Issues
Full details of decisions and current planning applications
can be viewed in the Council Office window at 60
High Street and on the Town Council website (www.
churchstretton.co.uk) or at www.shropshire.gov.uk
Mrs Christine Harvey, Town Clerk
Cllr Michael Braid, Chairman
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Preparation and response to Heavy Snow
Before:
• If heavy snow is expected, do not drive unless essential
• Tune into radio broadcasts
• If you must drive, make sure someone knows where
you are going, the route you have taken and when
you are expected to return. Keep the following in your
vehicle: Shovel, blanket, snack foods, torch, change of
clothes, wellington boots, mobile phone
• Keep a shovel handy for clearing the area around your
home
• Check elderly or frail neighbours have sufficient
heating, warm clothing and provisions
• Pipe lagging should be checked
• Stocks of heating fuel to be purchased
• Ensure first aid supplies are up to date and that you
have sufficient equipment
During:
Keep paths clear with rocksalt
Check on elderly or frail neighbours if possible
Listen to the local radio station or news for weather
updates
If you become stranded or held up in a vehicle,, stay
inside it, run the car for about 10 minutes each hour.
Open the windows for a little fresh air and to avoid
carbon monoxide building up. Make sure the exhaust pipe
is not blocked.
Make yourself visible to rescuers:
Turn on your side lights at night when running the engine
Tie a coloured cloth to your car radio aerial or door
Raise the vehicle bonnet after the snow stops falling
Exercise to keep blood circulating and to keep warm

Use the list as an aide memoire to select those items which
YOU will need.
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Bottled water
Tea

Soap
Detergent

Coffee
Sugar

Toilet paper
Toothpaste

Dried/UHT milk
Soft drinks
Tins of meat
Tins of fish
Tins of beans

Toothbrush
Wet wipes
First aid kit:
- plasters

Tins of fruit
Tins of
vegetables
Tins of soups

- bandages

Cereals
Cereal bars
Crackers
Dried pasta
Pulses

- laxatives
- vitamins
- indigestion tablets
- optrex
- sun screen
- clinical
thermometer
Emergency
medicines

Dried potato
Biscuits
Instant custard
Pet food (if
needed)

- pain killers
- cough medicine

Hardware
Hand canopener
Vacuum flask
Torch + spare
batteries
Battery radio
Candles +
holders (jam
jars)
Matches
Hot water bottle
Camping stove
Whistle
Heavy duty
gloves
Rubbish bags
Bucket with lid
Needle and
thread

StRETTON FOCUS

In a major emergency, such as prolonged severe weather
covering a widespread area, people may not be able to
reach you immediately and you may have to survive on
your own for up to three days or more. Your household
will cope best by preparing for disaster before it strikes.
To this end, it will be useful to prepare an emergency
store cupboard containing items that would help in this
situation. If you do not have a cupboard, you could use
large plastic boxes or back-packs to keep supplies together.
Do not forget to check the sell-by dates regularly, and
replace items as necessary.

Personal

January 2014

At home or in a building:
Stay inside
If there is no heat:
Close off un-needed rooms
Stuff towels or rags in cracks under doors
Cover windows at night
Eat and drink. Food provides the body with energy and
heat. Fluids prevent dehydration.
Wear layers of loose fitting, light weight, warm clothing.

Food
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Patient Access
id you know that 3.4 million
prescriptions are issued in
England every day? That
averages out at 19.3 prescriptions
per patient every year. The Church
Stretton Medical Practice alone issues
around 300 per day, many for multiple
items.
Dr Digby Bennett and Dr Jenny
Howard provided entertaining and
interesting answers to Frequently
Asked Questions about prescriptions
at the SPPG autumn open evening.
Dr Bennett used imaginary
prescription requests for an imaginary
patient (who just happened to share
a name with a famous film star!) to
illustrate the procedures and time
scales involved.
Did you also know that 11%
of patients at the Church Stretton
Practice now use the Patient Access
system to request repeat prescriptions
and for on-line booking of
appointments? The SPPG committee
is supporting Practice staff in
encouraging more patients to register
for this service. Please collect a leaflet
next time you visit the surgery and
look out for a poster campaign in the
new year.
The Assistant Practice Manager,
Sue Marsh, summarised good news
about the appointments system which
began in September 2012. Recent
GP Survey results indicate that 96%
of Church Stretton Medical Practice
patients are able to book a convenient
appointment. The availability
of appointments has increased
dramatically and patients can book up
to six weeks in advance.
The SPPG committee was pleased
to include at the open evening an

D
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dressings etc. as possible in stock, there
are always a few products we need
to order specially. We then proceed
with the main job of dispensing. Each
prescription is checked against our
computer records to identify changes
update on the campaign to raise funds in drugs, doses, quantities and when
for the new Health and Wellbeing
previous supplies were made.
Centre and to welcome Miranda
If any issues arise at this stage, we
Ashwell from Shropshire Council’s
will confirm this with the prescriber
Public Health department who spoke
before continuing. At each stage of the
about the value of looking after our
dispensing process staff are constantly
own health.
checking and double checking each
Now the waiting room has been
other, leading up to the final accuracy
redecorated and refurnished, the SPPG check. The completed medicines are
Suggestions Box has reappeared! Please ready then to be bagged ready for
take the time to write down your ideas collection. We may identify an issue,
for continuing improvements to the
change in dose etc. where we feel it
service offered. And, if you have a
useful to have a quick word with the
computer, please don’t forget to register patient to clarify matters, in the private
for the Patient Access on-line services.
consultation area if necessary, before
Sue Hockaday the medicines are given out. Where this
occurs the bags are labelled to ensure
From The Dispensary
this.
would like to express my gratitude
A number of you will have become
to the Strettondale Patient
aware that a growing number of
Participation Group for their
medicines are becoming difficult to
invitation to their recent meeting.
obtain. This is a national problem,
At the meeting Dr Bennett and Dr
affecting all pharmacies. There are
Howard described in some detail the
problems in the pharmaceutical supply
process of generation of prescriptions
chain where some manufacturers
for repeat medicines. I would like to
are unable or unwilling to release
add to this and fill the gap between the sufficient stocks to cover demand.
repeat prescriptions being generated
They often impose an artificial quota
and being handed to you in the
restricting supply. When this occurs
familiar paper bags by the staff at the
I would like to assure you that we
Church Stretton pharmacies.
are doing all we can to maintain our
Starting at the surgery, staff from
supply. We spend a great deal of time,
the pharmacies collect the prescriptions, on a daily basis it seems, trying to
usually once each day at lunchtime. As overcome this. We appreciate your
soon as they arrive in the dispensaries
patience and understanding and hope
our work begins in earnest. The first
that the situation improves before too
job is to check through to see if any
long.
medicines require ordering. Whereas
Hillside Pharmacy
we keep as wide a range of medicines,
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The Royal Society for the Protection of Birds

The South Shropshire Local Group of the RSPB has a programme of talks and walks
throughout 2014.
Talks (including refreshments) are £1 to Local Group Members and £3 to Visitors
Walks are 50p to Local Group Members and £2 to Visitors
Coming up:
14 January – ‘Everything there is to know about bees’ - An illustrated talk by Paul Hand
7.30pm at Culmington Village Hall
Enquiries: Alvin Botting 01547-540176
For further information visit our website www.rspbsouthshropshire.co.uk
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Synod and of numerous boards, councils and working
parties which address the interface of culture and
Christianity.
She will be speaking about film and theology. An
evening not to be missed.
David Griffin
The Ethics of Evangelism
Tuesday 14 January, Alistair Fuller
e live in a society rich in faith traditions, and
also in which the non- or even anti-religious
voice is now the prevalent one in terms of
popular media. Religion is widely regarded as a root
of violence and division in the world and the cause
of bigotry and of wilful and harmful anti-scientific
ignorance.
Yet, at the same time, many people express a deep-felt
hunger for a sense of meaning and purpose and often, when
people find a faith community in which they feel at home,
they also find a sense of purpose, peace and belonging. And
in wider society, faith groups are known to make a rich and
positive contribution to community life, both locally and
nationally.
How can people of faith share the beliefs and values
that are important to them? Indeed, should they? Is there
a case for saying that religion and spirituality are private
and personal matters and that everyone should be free to
make up their own minds? Is speaking of our faith always
tantamount to proselytising and imposing our views on
others?
Can we share our faith in a way that is open,
generous and positive, without it also being a way of
imposing and persuading?
Alistair Fuller, Head of Outreach Development for
Quakers in Britain will help us to explore some of these
questions, as people of all faiths or of none.
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God and the Big Screen
Tuesday 21st January, Dr Elaine Storkey
A lecture delivered courtesy of the Montogomery Trust
laine is one of the most experienced writers
and speakers in relating the Christian gospel to
contemporary culture. She has a background in
philosophy, sociology and theology and has many years
experience of teaching in British universities and overseas,
including in the USA, Australia, Canada, New Zealand,
Ethiopia, Haiti, India, Scandinavia, and other parts of
Europe.
She has most recently been president of Tear
Fund, a member of High Table at Newnham College,
Cambridge, and lecturer on the postgraduate Christian
Mind course at Oxford. For 25 years she has been
involved in broadcasting and in radio and television
documentaries. She has authored a number of books
with two to be published in 2013/14 Scars Across
Humanity and a biography of Lynn Lusi founder of
Heal Africa. She is a member of the C of E General

Elaine Storkey
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Stretton & Shropshire Cancer Care

big thank you to everyone who helped organise and
who attended the Stretton & Shropshire Cancer
Care Christmas Bazaar on 30th November at the
Parish Centre, raising £838.00. The Bazaar is the group’s
only fund-raising event of the year. The group provides
information and support to patients and carers, and
welcomes anyone affected by cancer to its meetings.
January Meeting
If you were to believe the newspaper headlines, cancer was
cured ten years ago, and again five years ago, and again
almost monthly ever since. There is no question that huge
advances have been made in cancer treatment and care
during the last decade but we have to ask “What is the truth
behind the headlines?”
Roger Wilson has been working as a patient
representative in cancer research since 2002. He has worked
nationally with Cancer Research UK, the National Cancer
Research Institute and with a number of government

initiatives on funding research. He is also connected with
European and US research initiatives, and helps teach young
oncologists looking to enter clinical research as a part of their
career.
“I am not a scientist or a doctor,” he says, “but I am
endlessly curious. I have benefited from research myself in
my treatment so I am committed to trying to understand
what is going on – after all every step forward could be
one more improvement for me, and if its not for me it will
certainly help someone else.”
Roger is the speaker at the January meeting of Stretton
& Shropshire Cancer Care, on Monday 13th January at
Mayfair at 2.30pm. He will try and explain what lies behind
some of those misleading headlines. If you have a newspaper
cutting and want to understand more, bring it along. If you
have a piece of information about cancer which you don’t
understand, bring it along. If you are just curious to know
more, come along.

Humphrey Kynaston Way – Long Distance Bridleway

U

sing Natural England Paths for Communities
funding, we are establishing a new long distance
bridleway that links Church Stretton to Grinshill.
This has only been made possible by the dedication of new
Rights of Way at Montford Bridge on The Field Study
Centre and Highways Authority land thus creating a safe
crossing of the A5 for walkers, cyclists and riders. A number
of circular rides have also been established.
The new route will be signed with new “Humphrey
Kynaston” waymarkers and a guide book will be printed and

included on the Shropshire Riding website as a download.
The work will be undertaken over the winter and should be
up and running in the spring.
As part of the website upgrade we will be able to
promote local businesses.
This route has been designed with local businesses
and will bring much benefit to the many local hostelries,
equestrian and other businesses along the route.
Further information available from Jim Stabler (Access
development Officer) 10743 255067.
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We wish all our readers a happy new year
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Occasional Advertisements

Occasional adverts are
not indexed
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JOHN DEVANEY

JJ HISTORICAL PLASTERING
Wattle and Daub - Lime Pointing
Lime/Hair mixes - Cornice Repairs
Also
Small Modern Jobs Welcome
following after other trades

Tel: 01588 640563
WHEATLEY ELECTRICAL
ELECTRICAL INSTALLATION CONTRACTOR
INSPECTION & TEST
PORTABLE APPLIANCE TESTING
LANDLORDS INSPECTION & CERTIFICATION
NEW BUILD EXTENSIONS REWIRES
UPDATING OF CONSUMER UNITS (FUSEBOARDS)
SHOWERS EXTRA SOCKETS
SECURITY LIGHTING
NO JOB TOO SMALL
51 HIGH STREET, CHURCH STRETTON
TEL: 01694 328305 MOBILE: 07939 571201
EMAIL: PETEWHEATLEY@HOTMAIL.CO.UK
ELECSA REG NO: EPP34178
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Church Stretton Comprehensive School
Every Tuesday
4- 6 yrs 6.00pm – 6.45pm
Structured specifically for this age group
7 & to adult 7.00pm – 8.00pm
Instructor Mrs Sue Lloyd 4th Dan
Tel: 01743 761818
Email:lloydtribe@btopenworld.com
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If you would like
HELP AT HOME
with housework, ironing, etc.
please telephone Ruth 01743 718014
PETER TIPTON
WOULD LIKE TO WISH ALL HIS CUSTOMERS
A HAPPY AND PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR
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Heart of England UITF Taekwon-do
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