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If you wish to know the times of regular meetin

1 Saturday

Craven Arms Farmers’ Market
9am-1pm Discovery Centre

RNLI
Christmas Card Sales
9am onwards Co-op

Coffee Morning & Sale of Hand
Knitted Items in aid local charities
Admission £1.50 incls refreshments
10.30am-1pm Ley Gardens

Church Stretton Bonfire
Rectory Field

2 Sunday

St Laurence’s Church
Service of Thanksgiving for Departed
Loved Ones. 6pm.

St James’s Church Cardington
Choral Evensong. All welcome
6.30-7.30pm St James’s Church

3 Monday
Mayfair

Internet Safety / Buying Online. 1–3pm

Dr Robert Wilson
‘Living with a breathing condition’. 2-4pm

Flicks in the Sticks Church Stretton
‘The Monuments Men’
Tickets £4, Children £2
7.30pm (doors open 7pm) CS School

Photo: Jane Davies
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Note to Contributors
Remembrance poem
Sacrifice and the Forgotten
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On in the Strettons in November

egular meetings of societies and groups, please consult the list of societies and contacts in the yellow pages.

4 Tuesday

Shropshire Council

CS Library

Rhymetime - Songs, rhymes and puppets for
children under 3 years
10.30-11am

Time to Listen
Relax and enjoy readings and poems for
adults read aloud. 11am-12noon

Mothers’ Union

Drop in session – Library building & services.
2.30-6.30pm SHI

Stretton Climate Care
Professor Rod Thomson - ‘Preparing for
Climate Change’ preceded by AGM at 7pm.
7.30pm talk. Methodist Church

StrettonDale Local Joint Committee
7pm SHI

Speaker from Amnesty International.
2.30pm. Owen Room

Engaging Issues
Michael Bourke – ‘The First World War
Centenary’. What are we remembering?.
7.30pm URC

Foreign Language Films

7, 8 Friday & Saturday
Mayfair Book Sale

Entrance 50p, Children free
Refreshments available
10am-3.30pm URC

7 Friday

Country Market

‘We Shall Overcome’. Tickets £6
8pm All Stretton VH

8.30-12noon Mayfair

Friday Night at the Horne

5 Wednesday
CS Library

Reading Group - review & discussion on
October’s book. 2pm

CAMEO

Appleby Kinsey. Tickets £8 from Burway
Books, John Thomas Florist, or Town Council.
£9 on the door. 7.30pm

8 Saturday

Methodist Church

Talk by the Gideons
2.30pm Parish Centre

Coffee & Christmas Craft Morning. Church
open for quiet reflection or prayer.
10am-12noon Methodist Church Hall

Long Mynd Camera Club
Graham Hodgkiss – ‘The Pleasure’s all
mine’. 7.30pm URC Hall

6 Thursday
RNLI

Christmas Card Sales
9am onwards Market Square

Royal British Legion
Autumn Concert with Shrewsbury Male Voice
Choir. Tickets £7 from John Thomas; Wrights
Estate Agents & Burway Books.
7.30pm CS School

Quiz Night with Ken Willis
In aid of November Rose Cottage (Cats). Cost
£3. 7.45pm start. CS & District Club

Stretton Traidcraft
Fairtrade Goods for Sale
10.30am–1pm Mayfair

Arts Alive/Dumbshow Theatre Group

CS Library
Local & Family History Advice Session. Let
our volunteers guide you in your research.
1-4pm

‘The Pearl’. Tickets from 723378 or
catelatchford@hotmail.co.uk
7.30pm All Stretton VH

9 Sunday

Remembrance Day Parade
The Long Mynd Bridleways Association
horses will be leading The Royal British
Legion. 9.30am CS & District Club

Remembrance Service
10am St Laurence’s Church
11am War Memorial

Remembrance Sunday Special
2 hour interactive session + meal.
Contact Suzan on 722588 or
suzan.williams@strettonparish.org.uk
3-5pm Parish Centre

Methodist Church
‘How did the First World War affect us?’
6pm Methodist Church Hall.

10 Monday
Mayfair

Beginners IT. 1–3pm

Stretton & Shropshire Cancer Care
Chris Neil - National Garden Scheme
2.30pm Mayfair Jubilee Room

11 Tuesday
CS Library

Rhymetime - Songs, rhymes and puppets for
children under 3 years. 10.30-11am

Act of Remembrance
11am Cenotaph

Stretton Climate Care
Switching Advice Clinic – help to find the
cheapest energy supplier
2.30-4.30pm Mayfair Cafe

CS Women’s Institute
AGM. 7.15pm SHI

CS Methodist Wives & Friends
Adrian Williams – ‘An Evening of Poetry &
Prose’. 7.30pm Methodist Hall

Continued on next page

If you submit articles to Focus by e-mail, you should always get an acknowledgment.
If you don’t get a response within 24 hours, please phone an editor!
Stretton Focus
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What’s On continued
RSPB Local Group
‘Out and about in New England’ - illustrated
talk by Jim Almond. Enquiries: Alvin Botting
01547-540176
7.30pm at Culmington Village Hall

12 Wednesday
PACT Surgery
2pm Mayfair

Methodist Network Group
Taster Session – Bring & Share
Everyone Welcome
2.30pm Methodist Church Hall

Flicks in the Sticks Hope Bowdler
‘Calvary’. Tickets £4
7.30pm Hope Bowdler VH

13, 14, 15 Thurs, Fri, Sat
Dorrington Players

‘Time of My Life’ - Tickets from
John Thomas, florist, and Burway Books - £7
Thursday & £8 Friday/Saturday. 7.30pm SHI

13 Thursday

Stretton Traidcraft
Fairtrade Goods for Sale
10.30am–1pm Mayfair

CS Library
Local & Family History Advice Session. Let
our volunteers guide you in your research.
1-4pm

14 Friday

Country Market
8.30-12noon Mayfair

CS Library
Volunteer Outreach Session. Advice for
organisations with volunteers & for people
wishing to volunteer locally. 10am-12noon

Mayfair Outing
Boundary Mill, £12.50, All Welcome. To Book
call 725956. 10am - 4pm

Flicks in the Sticks All Stretton
‘Tracks’ 12a. Tickets £4
7.30pm All Stretton VH

15 Saturday

Church Stretton School PTA
Annual Craft Fayre. 60 stalls,
Free entrance, light refreshments
10am-4pm

4
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RSPB Local Group

CS Library

Wildlife walk at Venus Pool.
Leader: Trevor Halsey 01694-724268
10.00am Meet in reserve car park
(SJ 548 059)

Ticklerton Folk Dance.

8.30-12noon Mayfair

St Laurence’s Church

17 Monday

Christingle Workshop
3.45-4.45pm Parish Centre

CS Local History Group
Open committee meeting. All welcome. 2pm
CS Library

Mayfair
Internet Safety / Buying Online. 1–3pm

18 Tuesday

Christmas Fayre
Switching on of Christmas lights in Market
Square
9-12noon CS Police Station

Rhymetime - Songs, rhymes and puppets for
children under 3 years. 10.30-11am

Mayfair
Festive Frost Fair. 10am – 5pm

All Stretton WI

St Laurence’s Church

AGM. 7.30pm AS VH

4pm Christingle Service

Engaging Issues
Chris Walker – ‘Exploring the Darkness’.
Stories of Death and Mortality. 7.30pm URC

Flicks in the Sticks Action Scott
‘Jersey Boys’ Cert. 15
Tickets £4 adults. 7.30pm Acton Scott VH

19 Wednesday

Quiz Night with Ken Willis
In aid of King’s Shropshire Light Infantry
Memorial Fund. Cost £4 per head. 7.30pm
start CS & District Club

23 Sunday

Strettons Artists
Second Christmas Show
Refreshment donations to Hope House
Children’s Hospice
10.30am-4.30pm All Stretton VH

CS Business Women’s Club
Customer Care. 9am Mayfair

Mayfair Poetry Group
John Donne – ‘The Metaphysicals’
2.15 Mayfair

24 Monday
Mayfair

Beginners IT. 1–3pm

Methodist Network Group
Revd Michael Gillions - ‘Eccentrics and Other
Oddities’. Everyone Welcome
2.30pm Methodist Church Hall

Long Mynd Camera Club
Club competition. 7.30pm URC Hall

Tree Group
Archie Miles – ‘Hidden Trees of Britain’.
Members £1, non-members £3. 7.30pm
Methodist Church

Fairtrade Goods for Sale
10.30am–1pm Mayfair

22 Saturday

PACT Surgery

CS Library

Stretton Traidcraft

21 Friday

Country Market

Contact No. 01694 722418
8pm till late Ticklerton VH.

20 Thursday

Local & Family History Advice Session. Let
our volunteers guide you in your research.
1-4pm

CS Local History Group
Launch of World War 1 research project.
Please come if you’re interested in doing research whether you have experience or not.
2pm CS Library

CS Parkinson’s Support Group
Julie Griffiths from PCB Solicitors – ‘Wills
and Powers of Attorney’
2.30pm Mayfair Jubilee Room

Shropshire Ornithological Society
Sue McLamb – ‘Dragons of the Long Mynd’.
Members free, non-members £2. 7.30pm
Methodist Church Hall

November 2014
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25 Tuesday

United Nations Association

CS Library

Rhymetime - Songs, rhymes and puppets for
children under 3 years. 10.30-11am

CS & District Gardening Club

Annual General Meeting
Everyone Welcome. 2.30pm SHI

CS Rotary
Fund raising Curry Evening
Tel 01694 722159 or 01743 718049 for
details

Sarah Millington – ‘Cannas’
Members £1, non members £2
7.30pm SHI

28 Friday

26 Wednesday

Country Market

Methodist Network Group

8.30-12noon Mayfair

Revd Pam Rush –‘Cameroon Cameos’.
Everyone Welcome
2.30pm Methodist Church Hall

27 Thursday

Stretton Traidcraft

CS Evergreen Club
Canon Noel Beattie –‘An ongoing Miracle’.
2.30pm Mayfair Jubilee Room

Quiz Night with Ken Willis

Fairtrade Goods for Sale
10.30am–1pm Mayfair

In aid of Cancer Research UK.
Cost £5pp. Book on 722713
7.30pm start SHI

CS Library
Local & Family History Advice Session. Let
our volunteers guide you in your research.
1-4pm

29 Saturday

Stretton & Shropshire Cancer Care

30 Sunday

Eaton Manor Christmas Fayre
11am-4pm Eaton-under-Heywood.

1 Monday

Mayfair Event
Masked Ball, All Welcome.
2-4pm, Mayfair Jubilee Room

Flicks in the Sticks Church Stretton
‘Arthur’s Dyke’. Tickets £4, children £2.
7.30pm (doors open 7pm) CS School

2 Tuesday

Mothers’ Union
Christmas ‘Pots and Pies’ lunch.
Tickets from Sheila Smith on 722064
12noon prayers followed at
12.30pm, lunch Parish Centre.

Engaging Issues
‘Patriotism is Not Enough’
David Howard. 7.30pm URC

Christmas Bazaar.
10am-12noon Parish Centre

Community Events
Library building and services drop in session
Thursday 6th November, 2.30-6.30pm. Silvester Horne Institute

A

chance to come along and hear about the recent discussions between key organisations in Church Stretton to
develop proposals that will change and improve the services currently delivered by Shropshire Council from the
Library building. Staff from Shropshire Council and local organisations including Church Stretton Town Council,
Mayfair Centre and South Shropshire Academy will be on hand to answer any questions and explain the details.
There will also be an opportunity for you to put your comments forward regarding the proposals and to find out
more about how feedback from residents and the users of the services will be gathered.
For further information please contact Lisa Bedford, Senior Community Enablement Officer on 07990 085 656 or
e-mail lisa.bedford@shropshire.gov.uk
StrettonDale Local Joint Committee
Thursday 6th November, 7pm at the Silvester Horne Institute. Hear about the new ways the council will be delivering
youth services, an update on broadband rollout, the Library building and services developments and a discussion around
the Place Plan for the area.
Lisa Bedford, Senior Community Enablement Officer, Shropshire Council, 07990 085656

Contributors please note:

The deadline for the December issue is 12 noon on Monday 3rd November.
Items sent in more than a month in advance of the appropriate issue can lead
to them being overlooked.
Should you need to contact an editor by telephone, please do so during the
day or early evening.
Eds

Stretton Focus
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Town Council Community Matters
Second Casual Vacancy (South Ward)
second vacancy to fill the seat previously held by
Matthew Reeve remains unfilled with no applicants
coming forward for consideration to be co-opted
on to the Council. An election was called and details of
successful candidate will be available for the next edition.
Planning Issues
Full details of decisions and current planning applications
can be viewed in the Council Office window at 60 High
Street and on the Town Council website.
www.churchstretton.co.uk or at www.shropshire.gov.uk.
Notification of Road Closures
The Square, Churchway and High Street (Sandford Avenue
to Lion Meadow) Church Stretton, will be closed for the
Christmas Fayre on 22nd November from 7.00 am to
6.00 pm hours only.
The Row will be closed from the 1st to the 5th December
2014 for the removal of roots from a sewer pipe.
Extended Charter Market
The Thursday Charter Market is showcasing an extended
version in High Street, the Square and Churchway on
Thursday 4th December. The High Street will therefore
be closed from 7am to 6pm. We would be interested
to hear your views on the extended markets that have
been held this year, you can do this by emailing us at
secretary@churchstretton-tc.gov.uk. This will be an item
for discussion at the Economic Development Committee
Meeting in January 2015 where councillors will be
considering whether to continue the extended markets into
2015 or not.
Town Council Office Closure for Christmas Period
The Town Council offices will be closed from Wednesday
24th December until Friday 2nd January 2015 inclusive,
re-opening on Monday 5th January 2015.
Rectory Wood and Field
Following the second public consultation event on 23rd
September, the Town Council made a formal expression
of interest to Shropshire Council for Rectory Wood
and Field to be transferred under the Community Asset
Transfer Policy. The Town Council has also applied for a
Community Asset Transfer Pre-Feasibility Grant to support
the costs of condition surveys of the wood and field, its
boundaries, archaeology etc, and to pay for specialist advice

A

T

and support in determining the best model of management
for the Field and Wood-going forwards, that would have
local community involvement at its heart.
Community Survey Update
The Town Council wishes to thank all 869 residents who
responded to the Community Survey, circulated in July
to all adults on the Electoral Roll. The full analysis of the
Survey responses can be seen on the Town website
www.churchstretton.co.uk.
The findings of the Survey were shared at a Public Meeting
on 23rd October in the Silvester Horne Institute, together
with a draft set of Priorities and Proposed Actions. The
discussion at that meeting has helped to inform the drafting
of the Town Plan which sets out the priorities for the Town
Council over the next five years. A Summary of that Plan
will be delivered to every household in January, because
we want all residents to feel that they have a stake in the
implementation of the Plan.
The Survey confirmed a high level of satisfaction with
living in Church Stretton, with 88% responding that they
rated their current sense of well-being as good or very
good. While the generally positive feedback about most of
the services was gratifying, the responses also gave useful
pointers as to how the services might be improved. In view
of the continuing reductions in funding from Shropshire
Council, we will increasingly have to find our own ways of
reducing their impact on local services. In that regard, it
was most heartening that there were over 100 expressions of
interest in volunteering to assist in a whole variety of ways,
on top of the many already existing volunteers.
The Survey responses identified the many features that
we wish to conserve but also a majority recognition that we,
like other market towns, will have to adapt, for example, to
the impact of changing shopping habits and the ageing of
the population, alongside a rising birth-rate. The challenge
for the Town Plan is to capture a shared vision of how we
can evolve as a community, helping each other to have the
best quality of life possible, taking full advantage of what we
have inherited and conserving it for future generations
Marian Giles, Town Clerk
Cllr Michael Braid, Chairman,.

Stretton & Shropshire Cancer Care

he November meeting is at Mayfair on Monday 10th November at 2.30pm. Our speaker is Mrs Chris Neil who is
the County Organiser for the National Gardens Scheme in Shropshire. The NGS members open their gardens for
charity and Chris and her husband Bill first opened their current two-acre garden in Yockleton in 2006. We look
forward to her illustrated talk about the history of the National Garden Scheme and about some of the gardens open in the
county that are part of the scheme.
We welcome everyone who has been touched by cancer, whether through personal experience or that of a relative. Our
meetings are followed by a relaxed tea in the Mayfair café and the opportunity for a chat.
Roger Wilson

Christmas Bazaar

Stretton & Shropshire Cancer Care is holding its annual Christmas Bazaar on Saturday 29th November from 10.00am to
12.00noon in the Parish Centre. This is the group’s main fund-raising event for the year.
The range of stalls includes Gifts, Tombola, Cakes, Books, Toys and a Raffle. A special feature is the Alpaca Woollens
and other stalls include Christmas Cards, Jewellery and Traidcraft. Refreshments will be available throughout the morning.
All are welcome.

Stretton Focus
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Charities Review NHS Cancer Care

ith the next General
Election less than a year
away the national cancer
charities have been reviewing the way
in which the new NHS (since the
reform in 2013) has been handling
cancer.
The cancer charity sector has
two organisations. The Cancer
Campaigning Group (CCG) has 66
cancer charities as members, including
the major ones such as Cancer
Research UK and Macmillan. While
the big ones are clearly influential
they do not dominate it. The steering
committee includes people from
smaller charities and the organisation
works through a consensus approach.
It is run through a lobbying company
and has access to senior people from all
political parties.
Cancer52 has 80 members from
charities representing the less common
cancers, many of them also members
of the CCG. It is run by a small
secretariat, part voluntary.
Both groups actively campaign for
better outcomes for cancer patients.
Each has prepared papers representing
their view of where cancer treatment
is at the moment and putting forward
their ambitions which they hope the
next government will take on board.

The CCG statement, “Cancer:
Only Half Way There”, is a carefully
detailed account of what has been
achieved during the last 15 years.
It refers to an attitude evident
among some politicians and NHS
professionals which suggests that after
15 years cancer has had its fair share
of priorities and can now be subsumed
into more general NHS structures.
The CCG points out that cancer
remains one of the biggest killers, that
the UK’s overall cancer survival is one
of the poorest in Europe despite huge
advances over the last fifteen years and
that the strategic direction maintained
since the Cancer Plan in 2000 has
been lost. It also illustrates that work
on integrating cancer services aimed at
improvement and steps towards better
integration of social care and cancer
rehabilitation has virtually stopped.
It points to the loss of the National
Cancer Action Team (disbanded),
replacement of a National Cancer
Director (full-time) with a National
Clinical Director (part-time) and the
demise of Cancer Networks – have all
led to a loss of focus and expertise at a
national and regional level.
By contrast with the detailed CCG
document Cancer52 has published
a simple one-page “Manifesto”. Its

major point is that while there is
growing success at treating the more
common cancers, deaths among rarer
cancer patients have grown from
52% to 54% of patients diagnosed
between 2006 and 2011. They point
out that early referral to specialists
has underpinned treatment in cancer
but that if waiting times continue to
grow and patients are not allowed
access to effective treatments (such as
advanced radiotherapy or new drugs)
this percentage will deteriorate further.
They emphasise the need for patient
experience through active involvement
(rather than a tick box questionnaire)
to be a driver of improvement.
Stretton & Shropshire Cancer
Care has independently written to
our MP, Mr Philip Dunne, to raise
many of these points with him. Our
own observation of cancer treatment
through our members and others
whom we know agrees with the
national picture the national charities
are presenting. In our letter we have
emphasised the local situation as our
members have reported it to us. Mr
Dunne has acknowledged our letter
and has written to the Secretary of
State for Health. We anticipate a
response shortly.
Roger Wilson

Chess Club
Chess club back in Church Stretton

A

fter a season playing in Condover, the chess
club has returned to Church Stretton and
District Club in Essex Road for the start of
the 2014-15 season.
“This season we will once again field two teams
in the league,” says A team captain Steve Rooney.
“The A team is now in Division 2 but determined to
get back to the top flight very soon. We will also be
running a team in the Rapidplay league.”
An internal club competition is also being
launched this year with the format being an all-playall at Rapidplay time limits.
The club meets on Thursday evenings from
7.30pm for players of all abilities, so if you fancy
trying chess or are a returning player you will be
made very welcome.
More details and results can be found on the
club website churchstrettonchess.blogspot.com or by
calling Steve Rooney on 01694 723724.
Not all the chess sets are this size! Church
Stretton chess club member Karl Wakefield brought
along his giant exhibition-sized set to a recent chess
club evening.
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Flicks in the Sticks

licks in the Sticks is brought to the Strettons and
surrounding villages as part of the work of Arts
Alive that delivers nearly 1000 events a year across
Shropshire and Herefordshire. Flicks in the Sticks events
could not take place without the help of Arts Alive and
because public funding for services has been cut heavily and is likely to continue to be so - the work of Arts Alive
is increasingly dependent on its sponsors, the Shropshire
County Council, the BFI and The Wrekin Housing Group.
The local promoters for Flicks in the Sticks are grateful for
their continuing support in providing you with a balanced
programme of interesting and entertaining films and look
forward to seeing you at a future showing.
Church Stretton
The Monuments Men (12A) Monday 3rd November.
Based on the true story of the greatest treasure hunt in
history, The Monuments Men is an action drama focusing
on an unlikely World War II platoon, tasked with going into
Germany to rescue artistic masterpieces from Nazi thieves
and returning them to their rightful owners. It would be
an impossible mission: with the art trapped behind enemy
lines, and with the German army under orders to destroy
everything as the Reich fell, how could these guys - seven
museum directors, curators, and art historians, all more
familiar with Michelangelo than the M-1 - possibly hope
to succeed? But as the Monuments Men, as they were
called, found themselves in a race against time to avoid the
destruction of 1000 years of culture, they would risk their
lives to protect and defend mankind’s greatest achievements.
Church Stretton School. Doors open at 7pm for a 7.30pm
showing. Entry £4 and £2. Refreshments available, before
and at the interval. Comfortable seating, new improved
sound quality and easy car parking at the School, as usual.
Enquiries to Eric Brown on 01694 724330.
Hope Bowdler
Calvary (15) Wednesday 12th November.
Calvary features Brendan Gleeson in a career best, heartand-soul performance, this time as Father James a good
priest who has been told he has a week to live. As the
death threat was delivered at confession, he doesn’t know
who it was and can’t go to the police. So he opts to try to
understand his small minded, frankly bonkers parishioners
in the hope of dissuading the killer. There is some brilliant
comedy from a line-up of village oddballs but which one is
intent on murder?
Hope Bowdler Village Hall. Starting time 7.30pm. Tickets
are still £4 and as usual, home-made cakes and tea are
available during the interval.
Acton Scott
Jersey Boys (15) Tuesday 18th November.
Jersey Boys is a musical biography of the Four Seasons, the
rise, the tough times and personal clashes, and the ultimate
triumph of a group of friends whose music became symbolic
of a generation. Far from a mere tribute concert (though
it does include numbers from the popular Four Seasons
songbook), Jersey Boys gets to the heart of the relationships
at the centre of the group, with a special focus on frontman
Frankie Valli, the small kid with the big falsetto. In addition
to following the quartet’s coming of age as performers, the
core of the show is how an allegiance to a code of honor
learned in the streets of their native New Jersey got them
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through a multitude of challenges: gambling debts, Mafia
threats and family disasters. Jersey Boys is a glimpse at the
people behind a sound that has managed to endure for over
four decades in the hearts of the public.
Admission is - Adults: £4.00. Students & Children: £2.00.
Ample and easy car parking at the Hall. Refreshments
served on each of the evenings. Acton Scott Village Hall.
7.30pm. Enquiries to 01694 781260.
All Stretton
Tracks (12A) Friday 14th November.
The spectacular, inhospitable Australian outback is the real
star of this epic adventure which re-enacts Robyn Davidson’s
1500 mile solo trek from Ayers Rock to the Indian Ocean.
With only her camels and faithful dog for company, cashstrapped Robyn begrudgingly agrees to have the journey
documented and so becomes a global phenomenon
thanks to National Geographic. A story of extraordinary
determination and endlessly changing desert landscapes, like
Lawrence of Arabia this is the sort of film that simply has to
be seen on a big screen.“Captures the ravishing emptiness of
the landscape and the elemental perils facing a strong young
woman.” TIME magazine.
All Stretton Village Hall. 7.30pm. Tickets: £4. Interval
refreshments and comfy chairs!
Foreign Language Film
We shall Overcome (12A) Tuesday 4th November.
It’s 1969 in provincial Denmark and 13 year old Frits is
being bullied by his brutal headmaster as well as trying
to cope with his father’s breakdown and keep his family
together. Listening to records of Martin Luther King’s
speeches gives Frits the inspiration to fight back at the old
world repressive regimes at work in his community and
spread the winds of change. This award-winning family film
is beautifully acted and sensitively directed, full of exquisite
moments both painful and pleasurable and with a central
character that we are rooting for all the way.
All Stretton Village Hall 8pm. Tickets £6, no interval.

Arts Alive
Saturday 8th November, 7.30 pm
All Stretton Village Hall
Dumbshow Theatre group: The Pearl.
Dumbshow adapt John Steinbeck’s classic novella for
the stage, bringing it to life with their trademark visual
inventiveness, original music and playful theatricality.
Following a popular and critically-acclaimed run at
Edinburgh’s Pleasance in 2013 Dumbshow are touring
The Pearl nationwide.

Trivia Corner No 132 by Ken Willis
1. What word can follow aim, clue and point?
2. Bananas are rich in which mineral?
3. Who played the title role in the film Shirley Valentine?
4. In which part of London did Steptoe & Son live?
5. Who sang Happy Birthday to Prince Charles on his 50th?
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3 Girls, 3 Legs, 2 Tumours, and 1 Enormous Mountain
“An individual doesn’t get cancer, a family does”
meaningful statement to any who have experienced
it. But this disease spreads so much further than that,
especially in 22-year-old Beth Titterton’s case, where
her diagnosis greatly affected all who consider her a friend.
In May news of secondary cancer in the form of two
brain tumours caused Beth and her
close friends Katie and myself to
come up with the idea of creating
a bucket list of things to do during
her treatment in the hope of keeping
spirits high. The list included theatre
trips and city visits, but one thing
really stuck out for us as something
we had to tick off first: “Raise £1000
for charity within a year.”
Holding the position of
the UK’s largest leading charity
focussing solely on brain tumours,
The Brain Tumour Charity is not
as well known as it should be. Few
people know that brain tumours are
the largest cancer killer of children
and adults under 40, with survival
rates at less than 15% on average
(having risen only 5% since 1970,
as against 50% for better-known
cancers). We wanted to raise what
we could to help them continue their fantastic work
through research and raising awareness, in the hope that
they can save thousands in the future, just like they are
doing for our wonderful friend.
And so, on the 30th of August, 70 people scaled
Mount Snowdon, the majority of us tied to a partner by the
ankle. How it would unfold, we couldn’t say, but we were
determined to tackle anything we faced. We felt good as we
strode up the first part, marching to a beat in order to stay
on our feet. However, once we reached the half-way point,
the mountain changed. No amount of practice could have

A
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ideas. But whilst we climbed, our JustGiving page climbed
with us, reaching more than £4500, beating our initial target
by more than four times. Nothing could have dampened the
immense feeling of achievement and pure relief once our
three legs touched the top. The weather could not have been
worse, but we could not have been happier. An amazing,
unbelievably challenging, truly unforgettable experience –
and one we will definitely not be doing again!
If you would like to help this wonderful charity and
make a difference to thousands, please visit our JustGiving
page: www.justgiving.com/thef-list
Emily Walker

Church Stretton Women’s Business Club

s I was pounding the treadmill
in the gym at the leisure centre
(leisure centre? You’re kidding
me!) this morning, I found myself
watching a group of small children
playing on the edges of the school
playing fields. One little chap of about
four was whipping a tree trunk with
a stick whilst a little girl, who looked
just a bit younger, was examining
something lying on the ground in front
of her with fierce concentration.
It occurred to me that, even at
that tender age, boys and girls have
different ways of interacting with
the world around them. And so it
continues through life.

12

prepared us for what hit: thick cloud, horizontal rain, and a
far rockier, looser and dangerous pathway. Suddenly we were
more exposed and more vulnerable than ever, scrambling up
the steepest slopes of the highest mountain in Wales.
Soaked, frozen, in pain and feeling a huge mixture of
emotions, we often questioned our seemingly ridiculous

Back in the 1960s and 70s there
was a growing belief that the male
and female of the human species
were the same, and that it was gender
stereotyping and nurture that made
us different as we grew. Now we know
differently.
Even in business, most women
operate with some significant
differences from most men. That’s one
of the reasons why the Church Stretton
Business Women’s Club (CSBWC)
was started, in the early autumn of last
year.
We explore the opportunities
offered by being women in business,
learn from each other’s experiences

as well as from experts on business
topics, and re-energise each other in
our activities. Want to know more? If
you’ve a business idea, are in a start-up
situation or are involved in running
a business, be my guest at our next
meeting, which will be held on the
19th November at 9am at the Mayfair
Community Centre. We’ll be talking
about customer care, eating pastries
and drinking coffee! What’s not to
like?
Contact – Christine on 07801 482656
or christinewilliams0@btinternet.com
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Catholic Voice
A short pilgrimage
n early September, a group of over forty
parishioners from St. Milburga’s Church
Stretton, Plowden, Ludlow and Cleobury
Mortimer set off by coach to Tenby on the
Pembrokeshire coast. The purpose of the visit was twofold,
to nourish the existing friendship between the parishes and
to participate in the age-old tradition of pilgrimage - albeit a
short one - sharing companionship in faith and treading the
paths of our sacred ancestors.
We Shropshire pilgrims had it easier for we stayed in
a comfortable hotel on the Tenby esplanade overlooking
Priory Bay and Caldey Island, our destination on the
following day. It dawned warm and sunny, but to our
disappointment we were told at the harbour that an
easterly wind prevented the Caldey boats from sailing that
day. A quick walk to St.Teilo’s church for morning Mass
ensued, after which each hastily re-planned an itinerary for
the day. This ‘day off ’ had its own element of pilgrimage,
for over evening dinner, everyone was eager to share the
experiences of the day including various dramas and
excitement!
The following day our eagerly anticipated visit to
the cathedral city of St. David’s did not disappoint. Frs
Ambrose and Chris had the privilege of celebrating Mass
from the high altar of this great cathedral. We began our
sung celebration of Mass together from the choir stalls.
We listened to the Liturgy of the Word then moved to the
sanctuary of the altar, in front of the shrine of St David, for
the Liturgy of the Eucharist and Communion. The choir
and singers amongst the group brought tears to the eyes as
their fine voices echoed around the hallowed walls. It was
truly a most memorable and spiritual experience.
To our delight, at breakfast on our final morning a
hastily re-arranged visit to Caldey was confirmed. Two boats
took the pilgrims across the choppy waters, to be met by Fr.
Gildas from the Cistercian Order of monks whose home
is on the island. His large frame, long grey beard, flowing
habit and splendid straw hat matched his sense of humour.
As we walked to the tiny church of St. David we learned a
little of the history of faith on the island. In an atmosphere
tangible with calm and reverence Frs Ambrose and Chris
celebrated Mass and here too our prayers and singing filled
the church.
After just a short spell on this beautiful and holy isle, a
sea splashed crossing took us back to the mainland and we
began our journey home. Not even the ‘break down’ of our
coach as it travelled up the steep road of the Sugar Loaf hill
dimmed our spirits! There were long conversations in the
early evening sunshine, books enjoyed, bags raided for food
items to share, then a hurried chip supper in Builth Wells
satisfied our hunger as we continued our late journey home.
Nothing could dim the memories of these few special
days spent in prayer, fellowship and relaxation.
Maureen Morton

St Laurence’s Events

I

‘Remembrance Sunday Special’
Sunday 9th November 3-5pm
Come and take part in a two hour interactive
session with opportunities to reflect and give
thanks for those who have given so much.
A chance through crafts, games and more to
learn about what it means to work together and
also work at our differences. Plus a meal, songs
and more! Contact Suzan to book in for catering
purposes.
Email suzan.williams@strettonparish.org.uk or
tel 722588

Christingle Service
Friday 21st November 3.45-4.45pm Christingle making
workshop at St Laurence’s Parish Centre
Please come along and help me make the Christingles for
the service the next day and you may be rewarded with a
cuppa and some cake!
Saturday 22nd November 4pm followed by the switching
on of the Christmas lights in Market Square
Come along and take part in an interactive service. Giving
thanks for all we have received in the last year and a chance
to come together and celebrate!

‘Nativity Special’
Sunday 21st December 11.05
St Laurence’s Church
Come along and take part in our interactive nativity service.
Family friendly with the chance to sing all your favourite
Christmas Carols! Contact Suzan for more details
suzan.williams@strettonparish.org.uk

Crib Service
There will be a Crib Service in St Laurence’s Church on
24th December at 3pm preceded by a Treasure Hunt at
2.15. More detail in the December issue.
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The Story of Sheep
The Bluefaced Leicester sheep
nd now we come to wool …
The Bluefaced Leicester sheep
has dark slatey blue skin
on its face and neck, a ‘roman’ or
curved nose, a long neck and legs,
and stomach free of wool. The fleece
is ‘purled’, that is the wool hangs in
wavy locks, and is very open. The
breed tolerates winter conditions well
with the help of a little extra feed.
It is prolific with twins and triplets
common, and is the top crossing
sire, used for crossing with mountain
breeds, giving the hardy prolific ‘mule’.
The breed was developed in the 18th
Century by the famous breeder Robert
Bakewell, and falls within the group
of UK sheep known as Longwools. In
1963 the Bluefaced Leicester Sheep
Breeders Association was formed to
develop and promote this dual purpose
breed. Modern geno-typing shows the
breed is one of the most resistant to
scrapie (a notifiable sheep disease).
In 1950 the British Wool
Marketing Board (BWMB) was
formed by statute. All people having
four or more sheep must register and
sell their wool through it unless they
obtain an exemption. There are now
more than 46,000 registered producers.
Tim Booth, Marketing Manager for
BWMB explains, “Most UK flocks
are under 500, but within those, are
different sheep and so different wools”.
Moreover, there are over 60 breeds in
the UK and many cross breeds. The
Board collects, grades and sell the clip,
and by centralising, “commercial lot
sizes [8000 kgs] of individual grades

A

can be made, easier to sell.” A core
sample is taken from each bale of wool,
tested at one of the UK laboratories of
the Wool Testing Authority (Europe)
Ltd, and made available to buyers.
Wool is broadly categorised by
BWMB as fine, medium, cross, lustre,
hill and mountain with many ‘grades’
in each category. Bluefaced Leicester
wool is lustre wool, and is the best UK
wool, expected to sell in 2014 year at
£4.24 per kg, about £10 per fleece, in
contrast to mountain wools at around
70p per kg, about £2 - £3 per fleece.
At his sheep shed under the Long
Mynd, Paul Howell, owner of the
prize-winning Long Mynd Bluefaced
Leicester flock and committee member
of the Welsh region of the breed society,
is preparing his sheep for the famous
Builth Wells Ram Sale, held every
Autumn. An immaculate ram stands
on an elevated ramp, its head held
firmly. “Top breeders will examine every
detail” Paul says. He parts the fleece of
another, the skin visible underneath,
and says “this has good ‘purl’(wave)”.
The fleece is soft and silky to my touch.
Paul continues, “the wool does not have
much lanolin, so they are easy to shear,
and can be shorn early, in about May.”
Paul has been keeping the breed
since 1997, buying his first ram to put
on his flock of Swaledales to improve
their wool. Now he concentrates solely
on the Bluefaced Leicester, using
modern techniques, such as surrogacy,
whereby embryos from his best ewe
are implanted into other ewes. “It’s
all about producing the best of the
breed” he says. At the Builth Sale 2014

Paul’s flock won First Prize shearling
(one year old) ram, and 2nd prize
female. He will be exporting sheep to
Germany this Autumn.
And what more of wool? After
attending the Campaign for Wool event
at Southwark Cathedral in Wool Week,
4th – 12th October 2014, Tim Booth

Paul Howell with his Bluefaced Leicester Ram,
Overall Champion Carlisle 2012

is off to Japan, where British down
wool is prized for futons, Bluefaced
blends for high-end knitwear, Cheviot
for tweeds, and then to the USA this
Autumn, busy promoting British
wool worldwide. The international
Campaign for Wool, started in 2010
by HRH The Prince of Wales, runs
until 2015.
Paul will be pleased to show you
his Bluefaced Leicester flock (just ring
07767 456 115 first).
(Please remember farms are busy
working environments and appropriate
care should be taken)
Thelma Thompson
Sheep Producer 01694 722821

Methodist Voice
“Than these November skies is no sky lovelier”

T

his first line of a poem “November Skies” by
John Freeman is striking as one tends to think of
November as a dreary month of dark days. The poet
is alert to unexpected glimpses of beauty – “where the cloud
breaks, faint far azure peers.” Whilst many grumble at fallen
leaves we could look up and wonder at the delicate tracery
of branches and twigs against the sky.
November is a time of remembering. On Nov 1st All
Saints Day, the church offers thanksgiving for men and
women whose lives of compassion have enriched the world.
“Remember, remember the 5th of November” – the failure of
a certain plot of antagonism between Roman Catholics and
Protestants is celebrated with brilliant fireworks. Nov 11th,
Armistice Day, and the nearest Sunday, Remembrance Day,
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are days to remember the enormous cost in
human suffering of two World Wars and other
wars. Such sombre days are brightened by the
dazzle of red poppies on grey stone memorials.
Also some remember the recent Invictus Games in which
men and women, battle scarred with missing limbs,
demonstrated amazing athletic skills with fierce courage and
joy. They were looking forward and so can we.
Nov 30th is the beginning of Advent, a coming. In the
church we shall have an Advent Ring with four candles
around a central one. Each week one of the four is lit until
Christmas Day when the centre candle is lit in thanksgiving
for Jesus, the light of the world. We look forward to the
stories surrounding his birth and beyond to the coming of a
time when humankind may know peace and justice. We can
work together for that brightness in the dark.
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URC Voice
Church Stretton Amnesty Group
Thank you to all who gave so generously to our street
collection on 6th September. The contributions totalled
£283.58p, which will support Amnesty’s work for prisoners
of conscience across the world
David Howard, Treasurer,
Teas to Please
Thank you to all those who supported and those who
worked so hard to again make ‘Teas to Please’ such a success
- and this year in spite of the weather! The three day event
raised £3165.00, which is to be equally divided between All
Saints church and the Air Ambulance service.
Hilary Bullock
Secretary to the Church Committee
RNLI Coffee Morning
We were amazed and delighted by receiving £300.61 at
our Coffee Morning on 11th September. Fewer people than
usual came to the event but those who couldn’t come were
very generous with donations so we thank you all very much
and we also thank those who helped us to run the Coffee
Morning.
RNLI Quiz
The Plough Inn at Wistanstow ran a Quiz on our behalf on
26th September at which we were pleased to receive £224.
Fifteen teams were crowded into the dining room and Peter
was an efficient Quizmaster and gave us a light-hearted
and enjoyable evening. We are very grateful to everyone
concerned: the Plough and its busy and friendly staff, Peter
and everyone who came and contributed to the event.
Thank you all.
Richard Turner Jones

Sonny Pennington performing his Magic

Cancer Research UK

The Death of God
ome of you reading this piece will remember the ‘Death
of God Controversy’ of the 1960s. That whole decade
was a melting pot of social and religious upheaval. Young
people were looking for a freedom of expression denied to
them by the social mores of the time. The poet Philip Larkin
may have exaggerated a bit when he wrote “sexual intercourse
began in 1963”, but he saw what was happening.
Religion itself could not escape the turmoil. There was a
clash between the modern world view, and religious belief in
a transcendent deity. That particular tension has always been
there, but it was brought to a head by Time Magazine, whch
on its front cover, posed the question “Is God dead?”
The controversy of the 1960s has by now lost some of its
momentum, but the underlying issue still needs to be grappled
with, in the light of continuing changes in our knowledge of
the world. Our present understanding of the universe makes
old religious ideas about God inadequate and obsolete.
These old concepts of God need to ‘die’, so that new
ideas can be born. That very principle of death and rebirth
is written into the fibre of an evolving Creation; and it
includes the necessity for even religions to die.
Jesus himself is recorded as saying that every seed must
be planted in the ground (that is, it has to ‘die’) if it is to
produce new growth. This is a parable, not just of nature,
but of the whole of life. Old religious ideas of God do need
to die; but the seed, or kernel of religion (goodness, truth,
beauty and love) should be replanted in the ‘soil’ of the
modern age, so that it can bear fruit for us today
Christianity itself is based on the concept of a dyingand-rising God, and should be leading the way into new
ways of thinking about God.
God is dead - long live God.
Donald Horsfield

S

Trivia Answers
1. Less
2. Potassium
3. Pauline Collins
4. Shepherd’s Bush
5. Gerry Halliwell

Photo Quiz – Where is it?

Pies, Puddings and Magic were on the menu on Friday
September 12th at the Plough Inn, Wistanstow. Magician
Sonny Pennington entertained and baffled us and chef Ray
Hall provided excellent food. The resulting £464 profit was
much appreciated. Thanks to all who attended.
Our next fundraiser will be a Quiz Night at the Silvester
Horne Institute with popular quizmaster Ken Willis at 730
PM on Friday 28th November. To book call 01694 722713.
Susan Toghill, Chairman Church Stretton local fundraising
committee for Cancer Research
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September’s photograph
was taken at Stretton
Antiques Market
Photographs by Nigel Strachan
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Shopping in The Strettons
Family Shopper

A

ny readers who are aware of money going less far
these days (and who isn’t?) will be delighted to visit
Family Shopper, which has taken the place of the
Spar shop. The interior of the shop has been remodelled,
which makes things much easier to find, and there is a wide
range of low cost basic items that every household needs,
as well as an aisle of local products which will support food
producers in the area.
Some lines are completely new, and should prove
popular – in particular there are electronic equipment
accessories including headphones, cables, chargers etc for
which we would otherwise have to travel to Shrewsbury.
The shop feels very airy and streamlined, and Happy
Shopper has retained the agreement with the Post Office
whereby many PO transactions can be done at the till, even
in the evening and on Saturday afternoons. This has to be a
really useful part of our community. If you haven’t been in
do give it a try – you won’t be disappointed!

Entertaining Elephants

Feel good about what you wear
o offer local shoppers even greater variety in the
town, Entertaining Elephants has launched a
new clothing range upstairs in the Old Barn. The
emphasis is on simple, easy to wear, yet stylish garments
and accessories which are either fairly traded, organic or
manufactured using sustainable fabrics. Brands include
Earth Kind
Originals
(EKO),
designed on
the Cornish
coast and made
from organic
cotton in
Turkey, Saskia
fine cotton
knitwear
designed
in England
and ethically
manufactured
by hand in
Nepal, Mudd
and Water, an
ethical fashion
brand that
champions the
wearing of
responsible clothing but not at the cost of good design and
BAM who specialise in luxuriously soft jersey made from
bamboo fibre.
Shop owner, Joanna Bickerton, hopes that many of
the styles available will also be useful for yoga and fitness.
Earlier in the year Entertaining Elephants asked some of the
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local yoga and fitness groups to tell them what they liked
to wear for exercise and although the answers encompassed
almost every option there should be something that fits the
bill! The new clothes range has arrived in time for Christmas
and, as last year, the grocery stock has been expanded to
include lots of delicious festive treats for both everyday fayre
and special occasions. Pop in and have a look.
Entertaining Elephants can be found at The Old Barn,
High Street, Church Stretton 01694 723922 and it’s open
from 9am to 5.30pm Monday to Saturday. Join them on
Facebook!

CHRISTMAS CARD
SALES
We shall be selling Christmas cards, calendars and
diaries as follows:
Saturday 25th October at the URC Hall 10 a.m. to 12
noon
Thursday 30th October in The Square during the
weekly market, 9 a.m. onwards
Saturday 1st November in the foyer of the Co-op
Supermarket, 9 a.m. onwards
Thursday 6th November in The Square during the
weekly market, 9 a.m. onwards
Please come and see us on one of those days. If those
dates aren’t convenient you may call on us at home.
Telephone 01694 724371 to arrange a suitable time.
Richard & Jill Turner Jones
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CS School Borneo Expedition 2014

he best decision I have made during school so far was
signing up for the 2014 Borneo expedition! Twelve
students from Church Stretton School flew to Kota
Kinablu, the main city in Borneo. Exploring the city was
a large culture shock, with few supermarkets, over-priced
restaurants, street markets selling handmade jewellery and a
harbour. In the city we were able to change our money into
the local currency - Ringits - and enjoy a delicious dinner at
a fish market by the harbour.
The next part of our journey was to travel to Tenom - a
small village in rural Sabah, known for its agriculture. This
is where we began our community project. Whilst in Tenom
we stayed on a goat farm, where they also grew coffee beans
and fruit. The owner, Mr Tham, and his nephew Kim (who
helped with translations) took us on a tour of the farm and
taught us how to grow and pick pineapples.
Mr Tham transported us in an open sided truck (no
seatbelts!) to a village in the depth of the jungle consisting
of just over 100 inhabitants, with only 34 families. They
live in wooden and tin huts, built by hand, with more than
one family in each unit. The villagers are very religious
Christians with their church being the most treasured part
of the community. Each year they apply to their government
for grants to refurbish the church hut which was falling
apart and in dire need of repair. Each year they were turned
down.
We set to the task of repairing and refurbishing the
church for them. The fundraising we’d done in advance
had purchased paint, brushes, nails and general supplies,
so we set to work painting it. With three days allocated to
complete this task, and with hard work and determination
we painted, swept and cleaned the church to a much
higher standard within one day. Kim kept telling us that
we demonstrated the “British work ethic, which is to be
admired.”
We returned to the church on our final day in
Tenom where the villagers had hung a sign reading ‘with
compliment, Church Stretton’. That evening the villagers
held a party for us in their new church. They queued up,
from eldest to youngest and shook our hands and hugged
us. Some of the elders were even crying, they were so
grateful. We gave the small children loom bands which they
loved. The party was my favourite day in Borneo; it is a
night I will remember forever.
For days eight to ten we ventured on a trek which
took us through the depths of the jungle in the foothills
of Mount Kihablu. The local Dunsan people gave us
accommodation very much like the community in Tenom
with poor sanitary conditions and without the luxuries
we take for granted at home. We slept in treehouses in
the jungle, made entirely of bamboo and created by the
Borneon people. It was a great physical challenge to
complete the trek and a great sense of accomplishment
was achieved at the end. After the trek we rewarded
ourselves with a trip to Sepilok Orang-utan Sanctuary - a
rehabilitation centre for endangered orang-utans.
Our next challenge was to reach what was known as
the TAR islands. They are small remote islands surrounded
by gorgeous blue sea and undamaged white sands. We set
up camp on the beach, sun bathed and snorkelled amongst
the coral reef in the beautiful warm water, surrounded by
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tropical fish. Returning from the TAR islands and having
to leave was a very sad day for many. Everything we had
achieved was in Borneo. The sense of being on the other
side of the world was incredible.
Borneo was an amazing experience that I will never
forget. I feel I could never be ungrateful again as we have
so much and the Borneon people have so little. I would go
back again in a second!
Lauren Williams

The CS school group
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Sacrifice and the Forgotten

very so often we hear of names which are added to war
memorials, the researcher or family descendant claiming that
the death must have been overlooked. It may be that there
were reasons at the time for the omission and of which we cannot
today be aware. Whilst little harm is done by adding these late
names, the question must be, where does it stop? Just as Google
and Facebook are being asked to remove details from historic
personal entries, so War Memorials are also being ‘corrected’ and
the archive thereby altered for future generations. At Wellington
Wrekin College, their Honour tablet has been cut to insert the
additions. If a name is to be added, perhaps it should only be as an
obvious addendum.
Just what is a war death? Should the two Miss Brown girls
from Rushbury (Constance and Eveline, the latter had been the
assistant schoolmistress) who were drowned on the Lusitania be
included in their parish record? Perhaps they did not give their
lives in the true sense: but if that is the case, what about another
local girl who would die later as a result of poisoning resulting
from working in a munitions factory? These girls were on the front
line in nearly all senses. There must be many such stories we know
little about.
The Strettonian Chairman who is not remembered
I hesitate to flag up this gentleman for whom I have
admiration. His omission from the Stretton Great War Record
seems to be an anomaly and is of interest because of this. The
reader will not find his name on the Longhills Memorial. In the
Cunnery Road Cemetery this November month, no Union flag
will bedeck his grave. And yet his funeral in April 1915 was the
largest military funeral witnessed in Church Stretton during the
whole of the Great War. I refer to Lt Colonel William Campbell
Hyslop CB, the father of Church Stretton.
Campbell Hyslop (CWCH) had trained in medicine at
Edinburgh and, following the death of his father, became the
proprietor of the Church Stretton Gentleman’s Asylum. He would
have the ‘arts and craft’ Woodcote built opposite. He would later
instigate the movement whereby Church Stretton became an
Urban District Council (UDC) and of which he would be its
first Chairman and town magistrate. He is responsible for many
initiatives about the town including its Fire Brigade, gas supply,
Street lighting and town promotion. Some readers may have the

three volume set of Church Stretton Local Scientific Research,
which he edited. These are fascinating reads and are available in
the library. Of interest in 1906, we find the great Shakespearean
impresario and actor FR Benson staging two pastoral plays (As You
Like It, & Twelfth Night) in the grounds of Woodcote. This record
is exciting: Benson being responsible for the revival of Shakespeare
and the Stratford Festival.
But above all of these interests, CWCH’s chief contribution
was in the military. He formed the local volunteer artillery battery
which frequently, would out-perform regular units at Shoeburyness
competitions. He was regarded as a brilliant tactician and held
regular training exercises for serving officers at The Hotel. In
another important record, Colonel Cody was in attendance with
him at The Hotel in 1899, this name being of significance in
battlefield observation and aviation. (Broncho Bill Cody aka The
Flying Cowboy, would become the first man to fly in this country,
1908.)
‘A Most Useful Man’
On the outbreak of war, CWCH would find himself in a
senior position serving the London Territorials. He had ensured
that his Stretton Volunteers were placed in positions where their
talents were used to great effect. Whilst he champed at the bit to
be released for overseas service, the War Office would not authorise
this. The curator at KSLI Shrewsbury museum suggests that this
may have been due to his age (55). I hesitate to agree, as older men
than he would serve overseas. Perhaps he was just too important to
be sent abroad? It is possible that in the early days of the conflict,
the fear of invasion was so great that CWCH was held in a key
position to prepare and mobilize the defence of the capital should
the Hun make a landing. He was not unfamiliar working for the
Government and had previously performed national work during
the Cape troubles at the turn of the century. This was a man for
whom nothing was too much and who would work very long days.
In April 1915, overwork forced him back to Stretton
Woodcote to rest. Whilst here, he died within days. A pathetic
account was given of him sustaining a leg wound, inflicted by a
shard of a toilet which broke, and subsequent blood poisoning
set in. This was given as the cause of his death. Such injury could
also be interpreted as being a bayonet wound, but if so, how it was
inflicted is something we can only speculate about. No poppy will
be placed in the present Tower of London
installation commemorating his Great War
death, the irony being that the City itself
had reason to be grateful to the energy this
man had expended preparing its defences.
CWCH’s riderless favourite charger
followed the bier from Woodcote to St
Laurence’s church escorted by 22 KSLI
soldiers comprising the graveside firing
party. The cortege was long and included
generals, MP, serving soldiers, officials
etc. While Church Stretton had lost its
champion, it was also recognized that ‘The
country has lost by his death a most useful
man, especially at this (time of) great crisis.’
As it states on his tombstone, Campbell
Hyslop had been called ‘To Higher Service.’
Alan Brisbourne

Tower of London, September 2014 (Alan Brisbourne)
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ROYAL BRITISH LEGION
CHURCH STRETTON BRANCH

REMEMBRANCE WEEKEND FAST APPROACHES

L

OCAL CHILDREN HELP TO REMEMBER - As in
previous years, on Tuesday 4th November at 11.00am,
members will be hoisting the Union Flag at the
Cunnery Road Cemetery and the Mayor of Church Stretton,
Michael Braid,together with a contingent of children from
the St Lawrence C of E School and local veterans, will affix
Union Flags to the graves where servicemen from two World
Wars are buried, or are remembered on the graves of their
relatives. Before proceeding to the Cemetery via the War
Memorial on Longhills Road, RBL members will meet the
children in the primary school first and talk to them about
the RBL and the Wars.
ON REMEMBRANCE SATURDAY - 8th November
- An Autumn concert at the Church Stretton School Theatre
by the Shrewsbury Male Voice Choir. You are guaranteed an
entertaining evening by the choir under the direction of Ivor
William. Tickets cost £7 from John Thomas – Florist; Wrights
Estate Agents and Burway Books- and British Legion Members.
ON REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY- 9th November, The parade,
which includes the Town Council- will leave the Church
Stretton Social Club at 9.30am for a Remembrance Service in St.
Laurence’s Church then proceed to the War Memorial for two
minutes silence and playing of the Last Post at 11.00am.

Who Wants Blue Roses?

I

have a friend who spends spare moments writing verse. She
is a quiet, reserved lady who would hesitate to parade her
feelings in conversation but often writes movingly about her
observations of life around her. In a poem called ‘Who wants
blue roses?’ she has a gentle dig at people who cannot be content
with simple pleasures but want all their possessions to be exotic
or innovative.
Similarly one could ask the question ‘Who wants white
poppies?’ Cultivated poppies grow in several shades but poppies
in November are bright red – aren’t they? We buy a red poppy
every year to pay our respects to people who have died in the
wars and to honour the sacrifice they made. A few people also
like to wear a white poppy. The white poppies are produced by
the Peace Pledge Union, an organization committed to spreading
a message of peace. A person who wears a white poppy (often
together with a red poppy) shows a commitment not only to
remember the past but to work for a more peaceful future.
White poppies began as a message from women, many of whom
had lost loved ones in the First World War. They have continued
to remind us not
only of those killed
in armed combat, but
also the thousands of
civilian, men, women
and children whose
lives are irrevocably
changed by warfare.
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MEMBERSHIP- Anyone who wants to be a member of the
Royal British Legion, even if you are not an ex-serviceman or
woman, can join the Legion on payment of a small subscription.
Every penny that is collected on the Poppy Appeal or from
activities such as the concert goes to help the people it is intended
for. The members’ subscriptions pay for the administration of
this important charity. If you want more information or want to
help then please contact Membership Secretary John Evans, on
John Corfield, Publicity Officer 01694 722473
722400.

White poppies are available locally in some churches and at
Burway Books or via 01694 724304. For more information visit
www.whitepoppy.org.uk
Ruth Davies

Remembrance Day

Poppies falling, poppies red,
a symbol of our glorious dead.
A life lost in a war torn region,
now honoured by our British Legion.
A poppy represents a cause,
someone who fell in far off wars.
They fell so peace at home may reign,
they fought not for reward or gain.
Remember them we must.
The reason for the war despise
but not this day politicise.
They only did as they were asked,
fearless in their duty tasked.
On land or air or borne by sea,
they knew not what their fate would be.
Will we remember them?
At cenotaph or cross or grave,
pay tribute to our fallen brave.
Eleventh hour and day, come each November:
give them two minutes to remember.
What’er their gender, creed or caste
forever may their memory last.
Shall we remember them?
We shall, we must.
Lest we forget.
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Parents’ Corner

Singing by Candlelight with Jane Read 29th November
3:30 pm to 7:30 pm
Cleobury North Village Hall, Nr Bridgnorth WV16 6RP
Eaton Manor Christmas Fayre on 30th November
11:00 am to 4:00 pm
Eaton-under-Heywood, Church Stretton. Shropshire. SY6
7DH
Ludlow Medieval Christmas Fayre on 30th November
10am Festooned with seasonal greenery, Ludlow Castle will
be bustling with medieval jesters, minstrels and traders.
William’s joke of the month
Q - What game do cannibals play at parties?
A - Swallow the leader
Chunky cheese loaf- (only
a little grown-up help
required!)

Fun Things to do in November

Every Tuesday at the Library – 10.30-11am
Rhyme Time (Church Stretton Library)
Songs, rhymes and puppets for children under 3 years.
Halloween Crafts 11am on 1st November
at Severn Valley Country Park
Chapel Lane, Alveley, Bridgnorth, Shropshire WV15 6NG
Join our rangers for a morning of spooky Halloween crafts.
To book please call. 01746 781192
First World War Day on 15th November 10-6pm
Shrewsbury Sixth Form College Welsh Bridge Campus,
Priory Road, Shrewsbury, Shropshire SY1 1RX
A series of talks, workshops and readings on World War
One literature, poetry and song for young people and
adults, as part of the Imperial War Museum’s Centenary
Partnership Scheme to commemorate World War One.
Tickets available for the full day and individual sessions.
Shrewsbury’s Christmas Cracker Event on 19th November
5pm -7.30 pm
Festive fun for all ages with musical entertainment, special
guests and, of course, the return of the popular lantern
parade.- takes place in The Square
Mayfair’s Festive ‘Frost Fair’ on 22nd November 10am3pm
Mayfair Community Centre, Easthope Road, Church
Stretton. SY6 6BL

Oil, for greasing
160g plain flour
1 tsp baking powder
20g butter, softened
1 egg
50ml apple juice
1 medium dessert apple, peeled
60g mature cheddar cheese, grated, plus a bit extra for
sprinkling
Weigh or measure all the ingredients. Ask a grown-up to
preheat the oven at 180C/350F/Gas 4.
Brush the inside of a 500g loaf tin with a little oil and place
it on a baking tray.
Place the flour, baking powder and butter into a bowl.
Rub them together using your fingertips (as if you are
tickling the mixture) until you get a fine crumbly mixture.
Ask a grown-up to help you cut up the apple into small
bite-sized pieces.
Add these to the bowl with the grated cheese.
Now break the egg in the cup and beat it with the fork.
Then add it to the flour mixture. Add a bit of apple juice to
moisten the mixture.
Spoon the batter into the loaf tin and sprinkle the top with
the extra cheese.
Ask a grown-up to put it in the oven for about 20-25
minutes, or until it is golden brown and has risen well...
yummy.
Emma Alston

How did the First World War affect us?

M

ost of us have no direct memory of the First World
War but will have heard some things about it from
older family members in our younger days or from
television or radio broadcasts. Some of us will be very aware
of the impact it had on our families, members killed or
injured in body or mind. In the past people often didn’t talk
about these things but tried to push bad memories out of
their thoughts. In spite of this families were aware and made
allowances and it’s only as we’ve got older that we realise
what was happening. These sorts of situations have probably
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influenced the sort of people we have become. Besides these
personal affects on us there have been other lasting affects.
For instance British Summer Time started during the First
World War and some of the first wrist watches were worn
by officers in the forces. We will be discussing and learning
about these affects and others at 6pm on Sunday, 9th
November in the Methodist Church Hall. You will all be
very welcome to join us.
Ann Cooke
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Mayfair News
Living with a lung condition

D

o you or someone you know have a lung condition?
If so you will be interested to know that we are
holding an information and peer support session
on 3rd November 2-4pm at Mayfair. Dr Robert Wilson,
Consultant Respiratory Physician and Tony Roberts –
Specialist Community Respiratory Physiotherapist will
be guest speakers talking about living with a breathing
condition, the benefits of peer support and an exercise
pilot that is taking place to support patients. We hope the
meeting will provide an opportunity for you to meet others
in similar situations to share thoughts and experiences and
if there is interest we are happy to work with you to set up
a regular session. For more information call Mayfair 01694
722077 and ask for Nicola McPherson or call Gemma
McIver, Patient Self Care Programme Manager, Shropshire
Clinical Commissioning Group on 01743 277703.
Meditation – a path to healing
With the maelstrom of world events swirling around
us, the mind-based activities of the internet pressuring us,
the ethical dilemmas and tragic events continually shaking
us in the media and with a lot of us facing more and more
complicated personal challenges, developing the skill of
meditation offers us a vital haven where we can restore
ourselves and make sense of life. We all need peace as much
as we need food, air and water. Our age has gone further
and further along the path of technological advancement
and economic growth, so much so that it has lost balance
and no longer prioritises human values such as kindness and
loyalty, which are worth far more than wealth or material
gain. We are all aware of this on a deeper level and it makes
us uncomfortable, powerless and dissatisfied, without
knowing what to do about it. By practising meditation we
can connect with our true inner qualities, discovering our
own wisdom, truth, joy and love. We can become more
present and remain at the ‘hub’ of the wheel rather than
circling continually and painfully around on the rim. We
can learn to strengthen our minds in the same way as we
look after our bodies, releasing unwanted thoughts and
embracing joy. We can find a perspective that makes more
sense of life. This skill is available to anyone who is prepared
to put in a little regular practice. It is the most powerful
gift you can give to yourself as well as to others who will
benefit from your calm presence. Some call meditation
‘the Silent path’ because like the moment before dawn,
quietly, privately and defying logical explanation, it causes
light to spread in the human consciousness bringing peace,
compassion, humility and well-being – urgently-needed
qualities in our world today.
This term in the fortnightly meditation group at
Mayfair we will focus on how we can use meditation for
personal healing and how that may contribute to the bigger
picture.
There are still a few spaces if you would like to join this
friendly group at Mayfair Community Centre every other
Tuesday morning 11.30-12.30am. Contact Sue Lean
01743 719438 for further details.

28

November 2014 mag.indd 18

New exercises at Mayfair
Strength and Conditioning exercise class is now on
Wednesday afternoons from 2.30-3.30pm. This is a
circuit class using a variety of equipment, it’s the gym in a
community setting with easy-line machines that are easy to
use and less daunting then going to a traditional gym. The
class is done in conjunction with Theme Leisure, under
the expert tuition of Kletos. If you are interested in joining
please call Mayfair on 01694 722077 or come along to the
session.
We welcome Marc our New Tai Chi tutor on Fridays.
Classes start 9am and 10.30am
Mayfair holiday in Llandudno
Once again a lovely group of people have enjoyed a
five day break in Llandudno staying at the prestigious
Dunoon Hotel. Visits during the week included Betws
y Coed, views of the Llanberis Pass, Caernarfon,
Llanfairpwllgwyngyllgoge-rychwyrndrobwllllantysiliogo
gogoch and Beaumaris on the Isle of Anglesey. Evenings
were enjoyed listening to a Welsh harpist over dinner and a
visit to a Welsh male voice choir along with chats, games of
scrabble and quizzes with friends old and new.
We would like to give many thanks to the support from
the Strettons Focus Community Award Scheme, Church
Stretton Rotary and Ring and Ride team for their help with
the transport to and from Mayfair.
Events and trips:
Friday 14th November - Boundary Mill, £12.50, 10am4pm All Welcome. To Book call 725956.
Monday 1st December - Masked Ball, 2-4pm, Mayfair
Jubilee Room, All Welcome.
Thursday 11th December, Christmas Coffee Morning
In Daycare, 10am-12pm, All Welcome.
Friday 19th December, 2-4pm, Daycare invite friends
old and new to enjoy their festive party,
Monday 22nd December, Peter Pan at Theatre Severn,
£15. To book call Joy or Sam 722077.
Fundraising News - Book Sale
Our next two day Book Sale will be held on Friday and
Saturday 7th and 8th November in the URC Hall from
10am until 3.30pm. Donations of books DVDs and CDs
are most welcome at Mayfair or if collection is required
please phone Alison on 722138 or Colin on 723427.
Craft Cabinet
November’s exhibitor in the Craft Cabinet here at
Mayfair is jeweller Phillip Tulley. After obtaining an
Honours Degree in 3D Design at Art College in the 1970’s,
Philip worked as a jeweller and silversmith in Oxford and
lectured at a local college. He has lived and worked in
southern Spain, and now lives in Shropshire. Phillip’s range
of solid silver jewellery is handmade in Shropshire and
includes Celtic, Art Nouveau and animal pieces.
Festive Frost Fair at Mayfair!
On Saturday November 22nd there will be a Festive
Frost Fair held at Mayfair, from 10am-5pm. Mayfair will be
full of festive spirit, as we’ll have a great array of exhibitors
selling gorgeous goodies making it an ideal venue for you
continued on next page

November 2014

Stretton Focus

17/10/2014 11:51

to buy some Christmas gifts! Nicola Haigh will be here
selling her pretty fascinators and brooches; we’ll also be
having jewellery, lovely knitted items, as well as our very
own Merrymakers selling their crafts. We will also have a
selection of Mayfair’s complimentary therapists here too,
who will be able to offer advice and information on the
many complimentary therapies that we can offer here. The
café will be open serving delicious food during the day,
including homemade cakes and hot lunches. Children will
be entertained with face painting before they visit Father
Christmas for a festive story and gift (there will be an entry
fee to visit Father Christmas). At 4.45pm, Father Christmas
will be leaving Mayfair, escorted by a very special group of
ladies, and he will then be walking up to the town square
to help with the turning on of Church Stretton’s Christmas
lights! Children and families are invited to follow Father
Christmas to the square, and continue to enjoy the festivities
there.
IT Courses at Mayfair: please book your place by calling
in or telephoning reception on 01694 722077. There are
limited places on the courses, so best to book early! Course
cost is £10 per session.
Internet Safety/Buying Online. Would it make your life
easier if you could buy things online, but you are a little
cautious to have a go? With our session, you’ll gain the
confidence and abilities to start shopping online, safely.
Course Dates: Monday 3rd November. 1pm – 3pm and
Monday 17th November. 1-3pm.
Beginners IT. Learn how to type a letter on a computer,
how to print it off and even attach it to an email. This
beginners course covers many basic skills and will enable you
to confidently use your equipment. Course Dates: Monday
10 November 1-3pm and Monday 24 November 1-3pm.
Nicola McPherson

‘Preparing for Climate Change’

A presentation by Professor Rod Thomson, Director of
Public Health, Shropshire Council.
Thursday 6th November 2014, 7.30pm at the Methodist
Church, Watling Street South, Church Stretton.

I

t has now been accepted by virtually all corners of the
world that Climate Change is happening, yes even here
in Church Stretton. We can’t change the damage that
has already been done but may have time to think and
work at how we can mitigate (reduce) its effects. How can
we prepare our communities for what will most certainly
be a challenging future?
Professor Rod Thompson has many years’ experience
in acute and health community care. He will be giving us
a direct insight about what needs to be done now and how
professionals are already planning for what is to come.
The illustrated talk will be preceded at 7.00pm by
Stretton Climate Care’s AGM.
For further information about the evening or the work
done by Stretton Climate Care, ring 07528 493181 or
01694 723205.
Jon Cooke
Publicity Officer, Stretton Climate Care
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Engaging Issues
4th November
‘The First World War Centenary’
What are we remembering?
- Michael Bourke
Michael studied modern languages at
university, and has a lifelong interest
in international reconciliation. While
serving as Bishop of Wolverhampton
from 1993 to 2006 he was also
Anglican Co-Chairman of the Meisson
Commission, which oversees the
relationship between the Church of England and the Protestant
Church of Germany. In this session Michael will draw on his
experience of working together with Lutherans in Nuremberg
to ensure that Remembrance is more than a onesided
celebration of patriotism.
18th November
‘Exploring the Darkness’ Stories of Death and Mortality Chris Walker
The Revd Chris Walker retired to Church Stretton in 2005.
He was, at various times, on the staff of St Martin in the Fields,
and St Mary Portsea, and was vicar in Kent and Cambridgeshire
and Chaplain of Kingston Prison. Chris has been interested in
issues around dying since working in St Christopher’s Hospice
with Dame Cecily Saunders in the late 1960s.
Details on this and his own talk from Mike Bourke 01694
722910
2nd December
‘Patriotism is Not Enough’ - David Howard
Where do we belong?
How do we define our identity? In a world which continues
to suffer from the divisions of ‘us’ and ‘them’, what are the
moral demands that go beyond the calling of race or nation?
After a Ph.D. at Cambridge, David Howard taught
German, French and Personal and Social Education for many
years, ending up as a Headteacher in Dorset. In between
working for Stretton Climate Care, and cultivating his garden
and allotment, David reads voraciously, and has contributed
the occasional article to ‘Philosophy Now’.
Details from David Howard 01694 722904
All meetings are held at the U.R.C. High Street, Church
Stretton and start at 7.30pm. Your donation of £3 helps us
defray our costs and, where relevant, meet speakers travel
expenses.

Mayfair Lottery Results
for September
£100

279		

£50

547

£20		463		£10

246
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Jenny is leaving the Library

C

hurch Stretton library’s Branch Manager, Jenny
Robinson, is leaving the library at the end of
October to relocate to Cornwall to be closer to
her family. Jenny has been the manager at the library
for three years. In this time she has recruited many
volunteers to help the community in the Home Library
Service, the Local and Family History Advice Service,
the weekly Rhymetime sessions, and not forgetting the
volunteers who return books to the shelves.
She would like to say a big THANK YOU to all the
staff and volunteers who have made her time at Church
Stretton library so happy and productive. She hopes
that the community will continue to support their
library, which is now the seventh most used library in
Shropshire. She would also like to thank the members
of the now disbanded Shropshire Literary Society,
(which regularly held their meetings in the library),
who have donated crockery, glasses and a dispensing
insulated flask to help with catering at library events.
She would also like to thank them for the donation of
£85 to be spent on a special item for the library. Jenny
hopes that the community will continue to “Love their
Library” and support the new team of staff at Church
Stretton library in all their future endeavours.

Recipe of the Month
Honeycake

I

made this cake yesterday for our tea. The great thing
about making cakes with honey is that it keeps them so
wonderfully moist. It was very good and is now on my
favourite list.
Ingredients:
6 oz clear honey
5 oz butter
3 oz light Muscovado sugar
2 eggs (beaten)
7 oz SR flour (sifted)
Topping:
2 oz icing sugar (sifted)
1 tbsp clear honey
Method:
Preheat the oven 180C (200C) (Gas mark 6). Butter
a 7 inch cake tin and line the bottom with greaseproof
paper. Put the honey, butter and sugar into a large pan.
Add one tablespoon of water and heat gently until melted
and combined (stirring all the time). Remove from the heat
and transfer to a bowl. Mix in the eggs and flour. I did not
use a mixer, just a wooden spoon. Spoon into the cake tin
and bake for 40-45 minutes until the cake is springy to the
touch and shrinking a little from the sides of the tin. Cool
slightly in the tin before turning out on to a wire rack.
While the cake is still warm, make the icing by mixing
the icing sugar and honey together with 2-3 tsp hot water.
Spoon this over the cake and serve. Scrumptious!

Anglican Voice
Remembering

A

ll who have suffered a bereavement, even if it be a
while ago, are welcome to a special Service of
Thanksgiving for Departed Loved Ones, at St
Laurence’s, on Sunday 2nd November at 6pm. Everyone
will be invited to light a candle in memory of a loved one
and a list will be read out of all those who died in the
last year at whose funerals we officiated. If anyone wants
any other names to be mentioned please forward those
names to the office on 724224 by the Thursday before.
As people do like to stay and chat or reflect, we will be
offering refreshments in the church afterwards.
Remembrance Sunday falls on 9th November and
there will be the usual service at St Laurence’s at 10am,
with a more informal service at the same time in the
hall in the Parish Centre, both followed by the act of
remembrance at the cenotaph at 11am, with refreshments
available in the Parish Centre any time after the services.
Rev. John Woodger, who was inducted as Rector of the
Strettons on 9th November, 1984, and who once served
in the RAF will be the guest preacher at the main service.
The Pit Stop aimed at families will also be on a
remembrance theme in the Parish Centre from 3-5pm.
There will also be the usual act of Remembrance at
the cenotaph at 11am on Tuesday 11th.
Where wrongs have been committed and we have
repented of them and put things right, God forgives!
Doug Grounds, a long-standing prison visitor will be our
preacher for Prisons Sunday on Sunday 16th November
at both main morning services. He will look at how the
Christian Gospel applies to the situations he meets.
The annual Christingle service will be at 4pm on
Saturday 22nd November, with the usual elements,
followed by a procession to the Square for the turning on
of the Christmas lights at 5pm. All ages are welcome.
Tearcraft items, handcrafted by partners in the Third
World, will be on sale on Sundays 23rd and 30th in the
Parish centre between the 2 main morning services.
A Renewal Service/Meeting will be held in the hall in
the Parish centre on Sunday 30th November at 7pm, with
an extended time of worship, teaching (designed to equip
people) followed by refreshments and an opportunity to
receive prayer and the ministry of the Holy Spirit. All are
welcome, wherever they normally worship.
We will welcome our new Bishop, Rt Rev Richard
Frith, to be the new Bishop of Hereford on Saturday
22nd November at Hereford Cathedral at 11.30am. As he
was the No 3 batsman in the diocesan team, for which I
regularly played, when in Hull, I do remember him well!
Richard Hill

“Her Ladyship”
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“It’s not my health service; it’s yours.”

T

hese are the words of Dr Caron Morton, the
Accountable Officer for the Shropshire Clinical
Commissioning Group (CCG) who spoke to the
100+ people who attended the SPPG Open Evening on 1st
October. Dr Morton spoke eloquently in summarizing the
birth of the Shropshire CCG under the Health and Social
Care Act of 2012 and its development since then. CCGs
nationally involve groups of General Practitioners (GPs)
working together with health professionals, patients and
the public to plan, design and improve delivery of the local
NHS.
Church Stretton’s successful Compassionate
Communities initiative, based at the Mayfair Centre, has
been rolled out across Shropshire. This contributes to what
Dr Morton describes as ‘community resilience’, whereby the
work developed by local organisations and initiatives enables
communities to be proactive in formulating and sustaining
their own integrated health and social care services. She was
clear that a health service model which fits large urban areas
will not suit Shropshire’s rural context.
Dr Morton stressed the importance of patient
participation in shaping future services. The aims of the
CCG’s Future Fit programme are to make sure hospitals can
continue to meet people’s needs in Shropshire, Telford &
Wrekin and mid-Wales for the next 20 years, and to design
and plan high quality care, using modern medicine and
technology – to ensure services are fit for the future. She
urged those present to contribute to the consultation by
attending public meetings and workshops.
Following Dr Morton’s presentation, Dr Digby Bennett
from the Church Stretton Medical Practice gave an overview
of how national issues and budgets impact on the work of
GPs. Dr Bennett used an engaging analogy with a restaurant

T

Choir’s debut on Radio Shropshire

he More Singers will make their debut on Radio Shropshire
this month. The chamber choir, based in Church Stretton,
have been chosen to sing the anthems and bolster the
congregational singing at the Remembrance Service which the
station will broadcast on Tuesday 11th November.
An Outside Broadcast producer selected the choir
after attending their spring concert ‘For the Fallen’ which
commemorated the First World War. She was particularly
interested to hear part of Elgar’s anthem ‘For the fallen’ which sets
the words ‘We shall not grow old as they that are left grow old’(sic)
and felt that this would be a moving inclusion in the service. The
choir will also sing Parry’s anthem ‘My soul, there is a country’
during the service, which will be recorded the previous week in
Uffington Church, near Shrewsbury.
Despite this accolade, The More Singers are facing possible
closure. Choir numbers are thriving and we have a loyal local
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to illustrate his facts and figures, a restaurant that gets one
fee per year per customer. That customer can eat from a
varied menu as many times as he or she likes. And this means
that services can be a little stretched! However, the Practice
continues to meet its contractual obligations and more,
and staff meet regularly to discuss how to provide the best
possible service to patients within the constraints of time and
budget.
Did you know that Church Stretton was one of the best
performing Medical Practices in Shropshire in 2013 with
reference to the dementia screening service? The Practice has
a very good reputation, meaning that the GP recruitment
problems now being experienced in Shropshire are not
causing a difficulty here. And internationally, the NHS outperforms 11 other western countries on the quality, safety
and effectiveness of care despite funding per head being less
than all others included in the table apart from New Zealand.
Dr Bennett champions the ‘beauty of the NHS’ which we
should all cherish and take pride in.
Sue Marsh, Assistant Practice Manger, summarised the
role of the SPPG and the benefits of the on-going dialogue
between patients and Practice. The recent campaign to
raise the number of patients using Patient Access to book
appointments and repeat prescriptions has already increased
take-up from 11% to 13% of the patient population, despite
software problems at the national level.
Nicola McPherson, the Manager at Mayfair, provided
the meeting with useful information about the NHS
Choices website and the support available at Mayfair in
using it. Encouraging that level of patient involvement
and independence contributes to Dr Morton’s ‘community
resilience’.
Finally, the quickest AGM on record! Bill Ross, chair
of the SPPG, whizzed through slides to remind us all of the
SPPG objectives, our achievements this year- the new doors
into the Practice!- and encouraged people to volunteer for the
committee. We would like to hear from anyone interested in
developing our communications through social media.
Thanks to all those who made it one of our best attended
Open Evenings ever. It would be very useful to have your
feedback on proceedings. Please contact us via the Comments
Box in the surgery or at strettondaleppg@hotmail.co.uk.
Sue Hockaday
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audience but we are in desperate need of a new conductor.
Our former conductor Kathryn Burningham, was unable to
direct us in the summer term whilst caring for her terminally ill
husband David Leeke, who has since died. Richard Silk, who had
conducted the choir for 11 years until July 2010, stepped into
the breach and has been conducting us again since last Easter,
much to our delight. However, Richard has many other musical
commitments and was previously a valuable member of our tenor
section, to which he would like to return.
The More Singers will be presenting a Christmas concert,
‘The Story’, conducted by Richard Silk, in Church Stretton
Methodist Church on Saturday 13th December at 7.30pm. In
order to prevent this being our last concert, please ask anyone who
you think might be interested in directing the choir to contact
the Choir Secretary, Ann Etches, on 01694-723266 or e-mail
annturner512@hotmail.com for further details.
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Letter to the Editor

Focus on Faith

Charity Shops observation

Reviewing The Evidence

W

ith reference to Mike Mansell’s comment
regarding the type of shops in Church Stretton,
I would like to point out that one of the
hairdressers, out of the two opening opposite each other;
i.e. Snip & Curl’s proprietor is a Church Strettonian
born and bred, a girl whose parents and grand and great
grandparents are, and were, residents of this town for many
of years. Claire had also built up a very well established
business from Mobile Hair and Beauty, but - with the
nature of our area - she could not fit in all her already
client based business, having to waste time travelling
that could be spent caring for someone in a shop. She has
been looking for a shop for some time only to have them
snatched from under her and has not been able to afford
the costly rents that the charity shops seem to manage.
Instead of Mr Mansell putting down someone that he
does not know or the nature of her business, would it not
be Salop style and Church Strettonian to wish her all the
best and praise a youngster for giving it a go. Claire is also
giving a local person three days employment and looking
for someone else part time. Well done Claire GO For it
Girl. WHY should it not work as it has done for the last
two years - gaining business. It’s not very often that you see
a twenty-six year old succeed in business.
Mike Morris

Gardening in November

N

o doubt there are certain re-arrangements of
perennials in the flower border you have in mind,
and this month may well be the time to lift these
clumps. Divide them using a pair of garden forks back to
back, select portions from the outside of the clump and
replant to a new position. This technique can similarly be
applied in the vegetable patch if a rhubarb clump has grown
undisturbed for some time. In such cases incorporate good
compost or manure beforehand to the new situation.
Before winter conditions really set in, clear dead
foliage, leaves and any unwanted material from borders and
containers as slugs and snails will relish such material.
If you have space in the vegetable patch, rough dig
incorporating organic matter and a dressing of lime where
brassicas will go next year.
Young spring cabbage plants can be planted out, but
make sure they are protected against pigeons.
Sweet peas may be germinating in root trainers and
will welcome protection of fleece. However, mice can be a
problem so set a few traps in the greenhouse.
Dahlia and begonia plants must be lifted before
temperatures really fall. They should be cleaned free of soil
and placed in trays in a frost free shed or greenhouse, covered
with fleece or with a layer of dry material ie shredded bark.
When temperatures rise in the spring, they can be encouraged
into life with some moisture and warmer conditions.
Our next meeting will be on Tuesday 25th November at
7.30 pm in Silvestor Horne Institute and Sarah Millington
will be talking about Cannas.		
Ron Dapling
Church Stretton & District Gardening Club
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A

great part of our life is governed by evidence - we
look and listen for evidence of danger when starting
to cross the road. In particular areas such as health
care, evidence tells us what has benefited patients and what
has not.
Can we take an evidence-based approach when we
consider religion? Many people would say that the evidence
for God is in the Bible. But is the Bible really evidence? It is
after all a lot of anecdotes quite often without any crossreferences which might help confirm what is put forward as
fact. For some this may be enough but the decline of church
attendance suggests that for many it is not. The standards
which one would apply to assessing the Bible as evidence
would be completely inapplicable if we were looking at
healthcare. In healthcare there need to be undeniable facts
supported by measurable data. So is there a better way to go
about looking for evidence which supports the exercise of
faith?
Those with a strong faith may be horrified by taking
a modern approach allied to science to this question. Is
such an approach appropriate? I think it is. It is perhaps
surprising to find that there are many scientists who have a
faith. It isn’t rooted in their science. It is rooted more than
anything in their understanding of life, and their awareness
that there is something deep in humanity, which cannot be
readily explained.
It is not about language, family or society. It is not
measurable. It is a different kind of evidence. Some would
identify it as the core of our humanity. It is about the
spiritual love of humankind which we all know about.
Something taught by Jesus and all the great prophets of
religion. It is something which takes you into the deeper
connections of humanity.
This brings science and faith together in love. It is
personally spiritual and intellectually mysterious. It is also
quite exciting. Acceptance of this is a process which is
both emotional and scientific. The evidence is personal,
unique to each of us. Once understood like this it is with
us everyday in everything we do; the eternal mystery of
unconstrained love, striking the chords which are the music
				
Roger Wilson
of faith.

Shropshire Ornithological
Society

Church Stretton Branch
The next meeting of the Church Stretton SOS will
be held at the Methodist Church Hall, Watling Street
on November 24th when Sue McLamb will present
the illustrated talk “Dragons of the Long Mynd”.
The Mynd’s heathland plateau provides many diverse
aquatic habitats; from acidic pools to fast flowing
streams to wet flushes, and a broad range of dragonflies
inhabit these areas. Sue would like to introduce you to
the residents. Meetings start at 7:30 pm. Admission is
free to SOS members, non-members are very welcome
(admission £2, including refreshments).
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Colin’s Comment

A

How a bit of Charity and a Haircut keep Big Brother at bay!

s a former member of the nation’s glorious Fourth
Estate, I hesitated about taking a critical view of
the on-going debate about charity shops in Church
Stretton, instigated by letter writer Mike Mansell in the
June issue of Focus and gathering a reasonable head of steam
since.
I like to think it’s still a free country, and people should
be allowed to express their views in letters to the Ed without
some old irascible hack joining the fray - but Mr Mansell
seems dangerously close to threatening that hallowed
freedom by which I stand.
In the October issue of Focus he again complains about
the number of charity shops in Church Stretton, and takes a
side swipe at “two ladies hairdressers opening opposite each
other”, before coming up with this gem: “I would like to see
someone appointed presumably on our town council with
powers to manage, control and influence the future shape of
our town and the shops and services therein.”
Welcome to the world of Orwell’s Nineteen EightyFour, where the tyranny of Big Brother justifies its
oppressive rule in the name of a supposed greater good,
under the control of a privileged Inner Party that persecutes
freedom and individual choice within its totalitarian state.
Mr Mansell suggests would-be Church Stretton
entrepreneurs should not “escape some means of control or
guidance mandates prior to setting up”, approvingly citing
housing and trees as examples of areas already under the
bureaucratic boot, before urging us towards a vision of what
would be “nice” - those old chestnuts “a wet fish shop, a
greengrocers (again) and a range of specialised shops selling
interesting and appealing merchandise.”

Focus scores a hit with
cricket club

C

hurch Stretton Cricket Club’s highly successful season was
capped by the support of Focus magazine’s community
award scheme.
On the day the club secured promotion to Shropshire Cricket
League Division Two, Focus chairman Tom Beaumont presented
the club with a brand new scoreboard. He is pictured with retiring
youth manager Peter Gardiner (left) and club captain Peter Lee
(right).
“We were so impressed with the progress the club has
made this season that we didn’t hesitate to approve the club’s
application,” said Tom.
This award is
one of 20 presented
in the last two
years, totalling
around £7,000 for
the benefit of the
community.
“We are
extremely grateful
to Focus for this new
scoreboard and now
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He’s obviously missed the fish and greengrocery sections
in the town’s Co-op, not to mention the wet fish van and
array of stalls at the Thursday Market, as well as ignoring
the fact that anyone with a business brain conducts market
research before risking hard-earned capital in setting-up
shop to sell ‘interesting and appealing merchandise’,
whatever that means. (Lord knows what he’d make of my
particular vision of a town bookmakers).
It’s all down to supply and demand, and if the latter
ain’t there then the market, or lack of it, says the former will
not happen - no matter how “interesting and appealing” the
vision may be.
Church Stretton may have six charity shops and five
hairdressers but if, after trial and error, the market has
brought us to where Mr Mansell says “at least half of them
(sic) would have been better serving our community with
something a little different”, then so be it.
It’s safe to assume that a sufficient proportion of the
town’s 4,700 population want a regular hair-do to keep the
hair-cutters busy, and that the charities running their shops
have enough customers - locals and visitors - to make the
business worthwhile.
Mr Mansell naively concludes that as Church Stretton is
only a small town supporting the aforesaid 4,700 souls, “it
is not a London high street with its associated foot fall”, and
the answer is “a more comprehensive range of shops”, which
“would be to everyone’s benefit”.
Somehow this doesn’t square the circle, unless we double
the population. I know winter’s coming on, but I think I’ll
Colin Osborne,
stick to getting my hair cut.		
from the shadow of the Caliphate
we can return the one we borrowed a couple of years ago from
Shrewsbury School,” said Peter Gardiner.
The cricket club won more games than any other team in
their league with several youngsters making a name for themselves
after coming up through the ranks under Peter Gardiner’s tutelage.
The youngsters, mostly from Church Stretton School, have been
practising hard and performed well in the Under 15 League.
Prospective new players should contact the club captain Peter
Lee on 01743 872499 or 07827 444694.
For any more information please contact the club’s press
officer
Alistair Forrest, Tel: 01694 723243 / 07969 053393
Email, Alistair29110@gmail.com

Scrappies News
Our Christmas craft stock will be available
from the beginning of November.
Please feel free to come
and browse the store and
discover what creations you
could make!
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CS School News

Stokesay Primary School to become an
Academy sponsored by Church Stretton
School

G

overnors in the South Shropshire Academy
Trust – which runs Church Stretton School – are
able to announce today that plans are in place
for the school to become a sponsor of Stokesay Primary
School, Craven Arms, when it converts to an Academy on
November 1st 2014.
This follows a decision made by Stokesay governors to
convert to an Academy, naming Church Stretton as their
preferred sponsor.
This means that Stokesay will be the first additional
school to join the “Multi Academy Trust” which was set up
at the time of Church Stretton School’s conversion. Its aim
is to develop educational opportunities in the local area. A
board of Trustees has been established to have oversight of
the work of both schools, each of which will continue to
have a separate local governing body.
Principal of Church Stretton School, Steve Lunt,
commented:

W

“These are exciting times in education, with many
new models of leadership emerging in schools. We see
partnership with Stokesay as an opportunity for close
collaborative working and shared good practice. We have
been working closely with the governors of Stokesay for
some months now and have been pleased to assist with
their conversion to an Academy. Staff are enthusiastic about
the project and looking forward to a close and productive
relationship that will benefit both communities”.
Mrs Liz Storey, Chair of Governors and Mr Dave
Peterson, Acting Head of Stokesay School, commented
“We at Stokesay Primary School are all excited about the
new opportunities that being part of the South Shropshire
Academy Trust will offer our children both today and in the
future, leading to improved outcomes for all children”.
For further information please contact Steve Lunt, Principal
Church Stretton School via admin@csschool.co.uk or telephone
01694 722209.

Just popping out for some milk…

e’ll be back in a year. It is never too late for some
adventure in your life so now we’re closer to 60
than 50 it seemed we should get going. We will
be setting off in late October for Buenos Aires where we
will be reunited with our trusty motorcycle, Bertie. Then it’s
south to the bottom of the world at Tierra del Fuego where
Darwin once passed by and then ever northward to Prudhoe
Bay, Alaska at the top of
the world (or at least so
far as navigable roads go
anyway). With plenty of
sight-seeing along the way
we anticipate covering over
40,000 miles if all goes
well.
We shall be raising money for Shelterbox along the
way; they do a great job getting urgently needed materials
to disaster zones quickly and efficiently. With three
grandchildren at St Lawrence School in Church Stretton
(and one at Busy Bees) we wanted to link up with the
Primary School so we could feed back interesting material
for the children there. With the kind support of the Head,
Jonathan Pygott, we’ve got the ball rolling and judging by
the kid’s fantastic reaction to ‘Bertie’ and our camping kit
appearing at their assembly recently, we think it should be a
great link up.
So we’re just popping out for some milk and we’ll be
back in a year. It’s never too late for a bit of adventure in
your life!
If you want to know more just have a look at our blog
at www.motonoodles.com; a click of the ‘follow’ button will
give you updates as and when we post them. If you are able
to make a donation to Shelterbox via the link on our site
then that would be fantastic and thank you so much.
Jim & Jenny Mitchell, Church Stretton
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Rail Users’ Association News

T

he Association always welcomes new members. You
don’t need to have any specialist knowledge, just
a wish to be involved in improving our local rail
services. It costs only £3 per household or £10 for 4 years.
For further information contact David Aston on 722604.
Sue Welch writes . . .
I have been meaning to pass this bit of information
and I keep forgetting. There are a couple of useful points
that don’t seem to get mentioned when booking tickets in
advance and using a ticket machine to collect them.
You do not have to pick up the tickets from the station
that you might select on-line.
You can do it at any station. Useful, as Church Stretton
does not appear on the list yet.
You do not have to insert the card you used to pay for
the tickets, just as long as it is a credit or debit card.
I have tried and tested both on many occasions over
the last dozen years or so.
If booking tickets on line it is worth setting up an
account with www.redspottedhanky.com.
They do periodically have promotions and this year
alone, through WH Smith and Amazon, I have had £13 to
use against bookings – that’s almost my day return fare to
Birmingham with a Railcard!
It occurred to me that this is the sort of information
that might be of interest to readers.
Future of Church Stretton Coach Park, Crossways
Shropshire Council is in process of reviewing the future
use of its assets in Church Stretton.
Since the Pay and Display Coach Park was established
a few years ago, it has only occasionally been used by
coaches (usually local) and very rarely by paying HGV
lorries parking overnight. The main daytime users, by
agreement, have been the vehicles of the Ring & Ride
Service, which are housed overnight in the adjacent Burway
Garage compound.
In these circumstances, Shropshire Council is
examining future options for the Coach Park in
conjunction with Church Stretton Town Council. Both
Councils wish to consult widely with potential interested
parties, before making any decision.
In the first instance, the Councils are examining the
feasibility of creating a replacement Coach Stand (for
two coaches maximum) on Crossways adjacent to the
Methodist Church on the other side of the A49. This
would allow the Coach Park area to be used for other
purposes.
The options under consideration are:
Convert the Coach Park into a Pay and Display car
park for rail users and/or visitors/commuters, including
the currently free rail user parking spaces at the station
(but preserving free day-time parking for the Ring & Ride
vehicles);
Lease the Coach Park to the Town Council to negotiate
private parking arrangements with adjacent local businesses
to relieve the parking congestion on the Crossways;
Sell the land for business unit development;
Maintain the current Coach Park.
Alternative options proposed by interested parties?
Church Stretton & District Rail Users’ Association
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Summer School – another fantastic
success!

O

ver 30 new Year 7 students who started Church
Stretton School in September enjoyed a three day
Summer School during the holidays. Students took
part in various events and activities including a treasure
hunt, science, art, cookery and PE.
Leader, Caroline Blount, who ran the 7th Summer
School, along with other members of staff and student
volunteers, said, “We pride ourselves on our caring
environment and Summer School helps some students
moving from small rural schools familiarise their
surroundings before term starts. It helps them make new
friends so that the move is not so daunting. We hope it
makes students feel more confident and feel part of the
school from the very beginning.”
Esme, a student attending the Summer School said,
“It has really changed the way I thought about coming to
secondary school. I now feel much more confident. It has
really helped me settle in.”
Ella said, “Summer School really prepared me for
moving up and I had loads of fun. It was awesome!”
Susan Fletcher

Pupils at the Summer School

I

New Yoga Class

have started a new yoga class in Church Stretton.
It’s every Tuesday at 1.30pm till 3.00 in the Silvester
Horne Institute. It’s a class which is open to all.
It costs £6. It will include simple flowing sequences,
stretching, breathing, relaxation and meditation. My
name is David Hedge and I’ve been teaching for 14
years having trained with the British Wheel of Yoga.
Anyone interested should phone 01588 630223.
David Hedge
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Successful Singing for Fun

A

few months ago, the three of us had the madcap idea
of wanting to start up a regular evening of informal
singing in Church
Stretton. After a bit of searching
we found a brilliant new singing
facilitator, found a venue and
had a group of enthusiastic, but
very nervous, people ready to go.
When they first come to
the group everyone, without fail, says ‘I can’t sing’, yet Kate
Buttolph, our enthusiastic facilitator, who is a professional
singing coach and is experienced in working with people who
have never sung before, soon shows that everyone can sing
. She has the group smiling, giggling and singing as she gets
us singing African songs, harmonies and well known classics
such as a well-intentioned, but not yet expert, version of
Rhythm of Life (from Sweet Charity) – a work in progress!
The group meets on the 1st and 3rd Thursday of every
month in the Drama Room at Church Stretton School
(7.00–9.00pm). Cost £5.
Or email for more information: Bridget Smith
squidgeuk@gmail.com
Please do come along and give it a try - no experience
necessary and no need to read music.
Elizabeth Tompkinson

The Dorrington Players
Time of My Life

T

he next production to be performed in Church Stretton
by the Dorrington Players is Alan Ayckbourn’s Time
of My Life, directed by Peter Thorpe and featuring
some new faces along with some more familiar ones. It marks a
departure both in the type of play and the staging when compared
with several recent productions, with the emphasis squarely on
the words rather than on actions, but we hope it will be no less
entertaining.
As Peter has noted, Ayckbourn says Time of My Life is one
of his most Priestley-esque plays. He is referring here to Priestley’s
experiments with stage time, and in this play Ayckbourn takes
us effortlessly backwards and forwards in time centring around a
family birthday dinner.
The parents, Laura, whose birthday it is, and her husband
Gerry, are celebrating with their sons, Glyn and his wife
Stephanie, and Adam with his new unconventional girlfriend
Maureen. At the end of play they raise their glasses to “Happy
times” but do we know just when we are happy? Looking at times
in the past, we often remember we were happy then. Gazing into
the future we think we will be happy when.... But do we always
know and appreciate when we are happy now?
The Times described this play as “...funny, very funny, and
not funny at all; quintessentially Ayckbourn”. Come and see for
yourself and make up your own mind. Who knows, it could make
you happy then.
There will be three performances in the Silvester Horne
Institute, all commencing at 7:30pm, from Thursday 13th to
Saturday 15th November. Tickets are available as usual from
John R. Thomas (Florist) and Burway Books, priced at £7 for
Thursday and £8 for Friday/Saturday.
John Avery
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Library Events
Tuesday 4th
Rhymetime 10.30-11am
Songs, rhymes and puppets for children under 3 years
Time to Listen 11-12 noon
Relax and enjoy readings and poems for adults read aloud.
This month’s theme is “Fire”
Members of a local writers’ group will also be reading from
their work at this session
Wednesday 5th Reading Group 2pm
Review and discussion on October’s book
Thursday 6th Local and Family History Advice		
Session 1- 4pm
Let our volunteers guide you in your research
Tuesday 11th Rhymetime 10.30-11am
Songs, rhymes and puppets for children under 3 years
Thursday 13th Local and Family History Advice		
Session 1- 4pm
Let our volunteers guide you in your research
Volunteer Outreach 10-12 noon
Friday 14th
Advice for organisations with volunteers, and for people
who wish to volunteer in this area
Monday 17th Local History meeting within the Library
contact Pat Holbourn-Williams Tel 01694 751491 for more
details
Tuesday 18th Rhymetime 10.30-11am
Songs, rhymes and puppets for children under 3 years
Thursday 20th Local and Family History Advice Session
1- 4pm
Let our volunteers guide you in your research
Monday 24th Local History meeting within the Library
contact Pat Holbourn-Williams Tel 01694 751491 for more
details
Tuesday 25th Rhymetime 10.30-11am
Songs, rhymes and puppets for children under 3 years
Local and Family History Advice Session 1- 4pm
Let our volunteers guide you in your research
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St Lawrence Primary School
New Play Area

A

new addition to the Shropshire Hills has been
formed in St Lawrence’s Primary School playground
and the children love it.
During the summer holidays a small group of children,
parents, grandparents, staff and friends gave up a day and
came into school to clear this rarely used area of playground,
improve the garden area and repaint the Key Stage 1
playground. This is the first step in the ongoing process of
improving the playgrounds at the school to give the children
a wider variety of safe areas that they can use for imaginative
play.
The Friends of St Lawrence Primary are fundraising to
pay for this and other projects in the playgrounds. The next
big fundraising event is at the Church Stretton Bonfire on
Saturday 1st November on Rectory Field, where we will be
providing the Barbecue. Please come and support us at that,
or other events.
‘Friends’ of St Lawrence’s Primary School do not have to
be parents. If you think you could be a friend to the school
and help at an event such as the bonfire or by helping
improve the playground or gardens please contact Sally on
07866718414

Church Stretton Tree Group
Hidden Trees of Britain – illustrated talk by Archie Miles

C

elebrated specialist tree writer and photographer
Archie Miles has travelled the length and breadth
of Britain over the last twenty years discovering and
documenting the amazing diversity of trees and woodland
within our small island nation.
‘Hidden Trees of Britain’ will reveal some truly
outstanding trees
- the largest,
oldest, rarest
and even the
weirdest. Many
are incredibly
obscure, tucked
away, off the
beaten track;
undoubtedly
trees you will
never have seen
before. His
photography
is absolutely
stunning and
his photographs
have appeared
in many of the
Tree Council’s
publications as well as his own books including ‘The
Heritage Trees of Britain and Northern Ireland’ and his
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most recent, ‘The British Oak’.
The event will be in the Methodist Church on Watling
Street South on Wednesday 19th November at 7.30pm
and is open to all. Archie will be bringing copies of several
of his recent titles, including ‘Hidden Trees of Britain’, as
well as his beautiful greetings cards. Be amazed, surprised
and entertained - come and experience Archie’s lavishly
illustrated ‘Hidden Trees of Britain’ talk.

Craven Arms Christmas
Farmers’ Market
Saturday 6th December
9am to 1pm
Shropshire Hills Discovery Centre
The monthly farmers’ market will be taking on a Christmas
theme – alongside all the usual food, drink, crafts and gifts
from local producers.
A chance to buy tasty treats for the celebrations and find
unusual crafts and gifts.
Local bread, cakes, sweets, honey, meat, smoked meats,
apple juice, ready prepared meals, hand dyed yarns, fleeces,
seasonal plants – and get your carving knife sharpened too.
The farmers’ market is held on the first Saturday of every
month (except January) at Shropshire Hills Discovery
Centre from 9am until 1pm.
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A

Rectory Wood and Field Consultation

successful meeting was held
on Monday 22nd
September to present plans
for the ongoing management of
Rectory Wood and Field. Seventy
four people came along to the
Silvester Horne Institute. The feedback from the meeting
in March suggested that people were broadly in favour of a
partnership approach to managing the site. A plan has been
put together on that basis.
Church Stretton Town Council will take on Rectory
Wood and Field from April 2015. A lump sum of £10,000
will be handed over to the Town Council from Shropshire
Council. Shropshire Council will also provide my services
as site manager for a fixed period and the services of my
colleague, David Hardwick, who will continue to arrange
and lead volunteer work parties on site. The aim is to
facilitate a handover period where a new management
structure can be formed.
Church Stretton Town Council is looking at a plan to
raise the money needed over a 5-year period. There might
be a modest increase on the local precept charge. Charging

some events to use Rectory Field is also something that will
need looking at as a way of funding site management.
The National Trust has also kindly offered assistance
in the form of labour and machinery to help with site
management. This will reduce the cost of managing Rectory
Wood and Field.
There was a chance for people to say whether they agree
with the plans at the meeting. Thirty three people said
they agreed, three people said they were unsure and no-one
disagreed. People were also given the opportunity to make
comments and suggestions.
Therefore, in future there will be a collaborative
approach to site management with lots of opportunities
for local people to get involved. It has been agreed that
Shropshire Council will complete any outstanding works
on site prior to hand-over so that the special qualities of
Rectory Wood and Field can be preserved.
Any questions or suggestions, please feel free to contact me.
Edward Andrews
Outdoor Partnerships, Shropshire Council 01746 781192
edward.andrews@shropshire.gov.uk

Silvester Horne Institute Events
Friday Night at The Horne
Appleby Kinsey - Friday 7th November 2014 at 7.30pm

W

ith our series of events entitled ‘Friday night
at the Horne’ we are always seeking to bring
a varied and enjoyable evening with good
musicians and entertainment. So for our November slot we
are introducing Appleby Kinsey, a four-piece acoustic jazz
and contemporary folk group, who have been at the festivals
this summer.
Ken Appleby from Ledbury is an accomplished
fingerstyle guitarist, originally influenced by the styles of
John Renbourn and Bert Jansch, and has considerable
experience in arrangements and performance. Catherine
Kinsey from Bristol has a voice beautifully suited to both
jazz and folk genres, whilst Emma Stone from Tewkesbury
performs on both saxophone and flute is also a fine singer.
Finally Tristran Crawley hails from Colwall and performs on
the double bass.
It has been described as a distinctive and natural
acoustic sound, rich melodies and luscious harmonies.
“Great performance – the show isn’t anything without
a sparkling live session – and sparkle you did” commented
Andrew Marston, BBC H&W.
Tickets £8 are available from Burway Books, John
Thomas florist, or Church Stretton Town Council office or
£9 on the door.
For more information please telephone Mike Walker 01694 720132
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Quaker Voice
Sharing the experience

Q

uaker Week came and went, you probably didn’t
notice as it silently went by. Quakers across
Britain did things to make people more aware
that Quakers are still alive and active in the
world; that they didn’t die out with Elizabeth Fry. We call
it outreach. It’s not about persuading others to join us, if
that happens because it’s right for someone that’s a bonus,
but it’s not the purpose.
In Church Stretton we held an extra Meeting for
Worship on Monday evening so people who are tied up
elsewhere on a Sunday morning could come and share
the experience of our style of worship. How did it go? It
was very unusual for a meeting put on for the purposes
of outreach. It was totally silent. After an introduction
about what would happen, nobody spoke for the whole
half hour. Usually meetings with people present, who are
not used to silent worship, have more spoken ministry
than usual, but this one had less. Since the meetings are

not planned beyond time and place, you don’t know in
advance that this is how the group will be led.
You might think that it was therefore a failure. It
wasn’t; it was a gathered silence. ‘Gathered’ is one of those
words that each group of people develops that has a special
resonance or meaning for that group. To Quakers it means
that there was a palpable sense of being collected together,
of being jointly engaged, it has been described as being
like the silence of a wave in the sea. It was good and it was
right for the people who were there.
You would be forgiven for thinking that being silent
was a pretty odd way of letting people know you’re still
alive and not all Quaker activity is like that. A few weeks
before, a Quaker came to the Mayfair with a group from
Broseley to perform ‘Never Such Innocence again’. It
was a series of readings and songs from World War One
exploring its human cost. It was an anything but silent
expression of his Quaker pacifist beliefs.
Lesley Richards

Rotary September Tools
Collection

O

nce again Rotary
thanks the people of
the Strettons for their
support, this time for the Tools
Collection. Tools which have
been donated are refurbished
by the charity Tools for Self
Reliance. Their members, all
volunteers, meet once a week
at a barn in Aston on Clun,
refurbish the tools, box them
and send them out to deprived
African countries, such as Sierra Leone, where they enable
men and women to become more independent, rather than
relying on aid. The quantity collected was not quite as great
as in previous collections, but the TFSR Committee was
delighted, particularly with the quality, including two lovely
old sewing machines. Church Stretton Rotary Club tries
to support many good causes, locally and further afield.
Our fund-raising events, which are always well-supported
by the local community, give us the money to support a
range of diverse worthy causes. These vary enormously,
with the latest donation made being a scoreboard for the
Stretton Samurai Rugby Club. Our next fund-raiser will
be a Curry Evening, on Thursday November 27th. Details
will be posted in the town. In order to give this help
Church Stretton Rotary, in turn, needs more help. If you
are able to assist by becoming a member or volunteer, please
get in contact. Why not find out more, either from me
George Roby, on 01694 722159, or our Secretary, David
Crowhurst, on 01743 718049
George Roby
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RSPB News

he South Shropshire Local Group of the RSPB
has a programme of talks and walks throughout
2014.
Talks (including refreshments) are £1.50 to Local
Group Members and £3 to Visitors
Under 18s half price
Walks are free
Coming up:
11th November – ‘Out and about in New England’ an
illustrated talk by Jim Almond
7.30pm at Culmington Village Hall
Enquiries: Alvin Botting 01547-540176
15th November – Wildlife walk at Venus Pool, SOS
Reserve
10.00am Meet in reserve car park (SJ 548 059)
Leader: Trevor Halsey 01694-724268
For further information visit our website
www.rspbsouthshropshire.co.uk
Trevor Halsey
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Stretton artists to mount second Christmas Show

trio of Stretton artists will display their second
Affordable Art Christmas Exhibition in November,
with a show of original paintings offering a range
of creative gift ideas in watercolour, oil, pastel, acrylic and
mixed media.
Works by the three artists - Judy Osborne, pictured
with Stewart and Daphne Rankine will be on show at All
Stretton Village Hall from 10.30am to 4.30pm on Sunday
23rd November, with refreshment donations going to Hope
House Children’s Hospice.
Between them, the three have exhibited regularly at
Church Stretton, Ludlow, Shrewsbury, Bishop’s Castle,
Berriew and Clun – and further afield in Cornwall and
Yorkshire; with last year’s exhibition attracting visitors from
all parts of the county, and a £350 donation to Hospice
funds.

Craven Arms Men’s Chorus
Forthcoming concerts
Saturday 8th November 7.30pm
Church Stretton School, Shrewsbury Road SY6 6EX
Saturday 20th December 7.00pm
Carols at Wistanstow Village Hall SY7 8DQ
Enjoy singing?
Join in one of our Monday evening rehearsals – see if you
like it (no previous experience needed).
Call Martin on 01694 722500 or Neil on 07796 958750
Interested in booking us for your event or
fundraiser? Call Brenda on 01694 723164
Neil Hargreaves

Charity Coffee Morning
Saturday 1st November, 10.30am-1pm
With sale of hand-knitted items
Ley Gardens, Lawley Close, Church Stretton
Admission £1.50, which includes
coffee/tea and cakes.
Proceeds for local charities.
Plenty of parking available.

Val Jones’ patio garden
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Paul E. Stephens
Property Consultants Chartered Surveyors
RICS Homebuyer Surveys
Valuations
Planning and development
WOODNALL, ALL STRETTON, SHROPSHIRE SY6 6JP

Phone: 07837 322172/01694 723891
Fax: 01694 723741
Email: paul@woodnall.co.uk

BATHROOMS-KITCHENS-EXTENSIONS-REFURBISHMENTS
FREE ESTIMATES
FOR ALL OF YOUR HOME REPAIR AND UPGRADES
PLEASE CALL DAVE ON
Phone: 01694 771399 Mobile: 07977 821544.
E-mail: dave@absolute-construction.org.uk
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