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From this month, Focus will
have four more pages of
colour at no increase to the
cover price.

What’s On in

If you wish to know the times of regular meetin

1 SUNDAY

Long Mynd Valley Fell Run
01694 771674 for details
www.merciafellrunners.co.uk

2 MONDAY

Flicks in the Sticks
Mamma Mia
7.30pm CS School

See Page 42➤

3 TUESDAY

Mothers’ Union
Speaker: Rev Richard Hill
2.30pm Owen Room, Parish Centre

4 WEDNESDAY

Methodist Network Group
Rev Joseph Gomez
2.30pm Methodist Church Hall

Long Mynd Camera Club
Club Competition No 3
7.30pm URC Hall

Subject ‘Open’

5 THURSDAY

History of Church Stretton and
County-related topics
Talk: The Coming of the Railway
1st of an 8 week series of talks by Tony Crowe
2.30pm SHI
See Page 24➤

6 FRIDAY

Geology of Shropshire
Illustrated talk by Peter Toghill 8.00pm
Masonic Hall, Crewe Street, Shrewsbury
(close to the Fire Station)

Flicks in the Sticks – All Stretton
‘The Band’s Visit’ Tickets £4 on the door.
Interval refreshments & comfy chairs.
7.30pm AS Village Hall
See Page 42➤

8 SUNDAY

Sunday at 6
Political Correctness
Informal discussion group
6.00pm CS Methodist Church

Photo: Yvonne Beaumont

Stretton Focus

This month’s cover

2

16/1/09 11:53:15

On in the Strettons in February
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regular meetings of societies and groups, please consult the list of societies and their contacts in the yellow pages.

9 MONDAY

Royal British Legion Quiz
7.45pm Church Stretton & District Club

10 TUESDAY

CS Women’s Institute
‘Peru – Train to Machu Pichu’ by Stuart Anthony
7.15pm SHI

Methodist Wives and Friends
‘Life in the Gambia’ by Mrs Catherine Gomez.
All welcome
8.00pm Methodist Church Hall

Engaging issues
Workshop - What value(s), ideas vision have
we engendered? How would you see us
going forward into a 5th series from
September?
7.25 for 7.30 pm URC

11 WEDNESDAY

Methodist Network Group
‘Rhymes and More’ by John Voller
2.30pm Methodist Church Hall

RSPB Craven Arms Branch
‘Return to Tanzania’ by Chris Wallace
7.30pm Shropshire Hills Discovery Centre

See Page 11➤

Church Stretton Tree Group
‘Looking after your garden trees’ by John Tuer.
Tickets on door £1 for members £2 for nonmembers 7.30pm Methodist Church Hall

See Page 29➤

Flicks in the Sticks Hope Bowdler
See Page 42➤

12 THURSDAY

Planning Policy:
Core Strategies Issues and Options
7.00pm, Mayfair
will present ‘Phileas P. Souper Tour’
8,00pm SpArC Theatre in Bishop’s Castle

See Page 38➤

16 MONDAY

Shropshire Literary Society
‘E Conchis Omnia’-Erasmus Darwin – Polymath.
A talk by Thelma Thompson LLB Hons
7.30pm CS Library (rear entrance)

‘A Week in the Life of an Antique Dealer’ with
Mary Smith
2.15 Parish Centre

AS Women’s Institute
Writing Detective Fiction
by Bob Bibby
7.30 AS Village Hall

Mayfair Help at Home Event
Services and support to make life easier. Find
out what’s available. Drop in any time.
10-3pm at Mayfair Community Centre.

See Page 27➤

18 WEDNESDAY

Methodist Network Group
Antiques (bring your own) with Mary Smith
2.30pm Methodist Church Hall

Lomg Mynd Camera Club
Model Evening with Chris and Nikki Nottingham
7.30pm URC Hall

19 THURSDAY – 21 SATURDAY
All Stretton Dramatic Society
presents Little Red Whittington
AS Village Hall

See Page 35➤

21 SATURDAY

RSPB Craven Arms Branch
Wildlife walk at Much Wenlock
10.00am by the clock tower in High Street

See Page 11➤

23 MONDAY

Ornithological Society
‘Return of the Red Kite’
by Leo Smith
Non-members welcome, £2 including
refreshments.
7.30pm Methodist Church,

24 TUESDAY

Pancake Lunch

C S and District Gardening Club
7.00 – 8.00pm AGM
8.00 pm ‘Primulas and Auriculas’
By John and Ingrid Millington of Worfield,
Bridgnorth 7.00pm SHI

25 WEDNESDAY

Methodist Network Group
Women’s World Day of Prayer
Preparation led by Sheila Seal
2.30pm Methodist Church Hall

26 THURSDAY

Mayfair Winter Talks
‘Baikal Amur Mainline’ by Janet Longstaff
7.15 for 7.45pm Tickets £3.00 at Mayfair.
Booking beforehand preferred; date
changed from March

See Page 27➤

27 FRIDAY

Wine Challenge
Call my Bluff Wine Tasting Challenge
7pm Cardington Village Hall

See Page 35➤

28 SATURDAY

Projects Overseas Mothers’ Union
Coffee Morning
10.00-12.00am, Parish Centre

Stretton Climate Care Quiz Evening
Quiz Master: Ken Willis - teams 4-6
£5 (incl. refreshments)
7.30 pm Parish Centre.

Quiz night.
Teams of 4-6. Bring your own food & drink.
£2.00 person
7.30pm All Stretton Village Hall
For more details and to book a table please
ring Pat on 722259

MARCH 2 MONDAY
Flicks in the Sticks

‘There Will Be Blood’
Tickets £3.50, Under 16s £1.00 on the door
7.30pm CS School

in aid of The Bible Society. £5.
Preceded by Pancake Race from the Library
at 12.15pm.
Entry 50p. Prizes!

C S and District Flower Club
‘Music my first Love’
By Jane Pugh
7.30pm AS Village Hall

Except yellow pages
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‘Sixty Six’ starring Helena Bonham-Carter
7.30p.m HB Village Hall

17 TUESDAY
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Happy 200th, Charles Darwin
Let’s toast you on February 12th
t is surprising that so many people are still ignorant of
Darwin’s birthplace. (Compare it with knowledge of
Shakespeare’s birthplace, for example!)
However, this should be corrected
this year when Shrewsbury is celebrating
the Darwin’s Shrewsbury Festival.
Since 2003 there has been a series
of Darwin Festivals in February with
popular exhibitions, events and lectures,
but this year Darwin’s 200th birthday is
being celebrated in style throughout the
year. There will be exhibitions, celebrity
lectures, artistic, musical, theatrical and
open air events and much more.
Charles Darwin
Darwin’s voyage on The Beagle and his
Aged 7, 1816
subsequent publication of The Origin of
Species are well documented but his links with Shrewsbury
and his other work over many fields of natural history are
not so well known. When he said, “I was born a naturalist”
in 1838, it was no idle boast. His powers of observation and
meticulous note taking were second to none.
He was one of a great tradition of British nineteenth
century scientists whom the scientific historian, Dr Allan
Chapman, refers to as ‘The Grand Amateurs’ (from the
Latin amare – to love). Unlike in many other European
countries, there was no government funding for scientific
research. It could therefore be undertaken only by the rich
(Darwin never did a day’s paid work in his life!), but there
was the advantage that these men, working purely for love of
the subject, were not restricted at all and could let their ideas
lead them wherever they liked.
So Charles had much for which to thank his grandfather,
Erasmus and his father Robert. As hardworking medical
practitioners, they had built up the family fortune. Dr
Robert was said to know half the population of Shrewsbury
by name and the medical details of the other half! Of course,
it also helped that Down House, Charles’ family home in
Kent, was a wedding present from his bride’s family, the
Wedgwoods.
Charles Darwin’s life in Shrewsbury:
1787 Dr Robert Darwin, Charles’ father, arrived in
Shrewsbury.
1796 Dr Darwin married Susannah Wedgwood.
1797 Dr Darwin was lent money by his father, Erasmus,
to build a house at The Mount.
1809 Charles was born on the 12th February (the fifth
of six children) at The Mount and baptised at St Chad’s
Church on 15th November. During the following years he
often attended the Unitarian Church with his mother.
1817 Charles attended Revd Chase’s School at 13
Claremont. His mother died on 15th July.
1818 Charles attended Dr Butler’s Shrewsbury School
(now the Library).
1825 Charles left to attend Edinburgh University to study
medicine but returned home in 1827. Later he was accepted
at Christ’s College, Cambridge to study for the clergy.
1836 Having graduated from Cambridge and undertaken
his famous voyage on The Beagle, Charles returned to
Shrewsbury.
1837
Charles moved to London but continued to visit
Shrewsbury. He married Emma Wedgwood in 1839.
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Just a few of the events at Darwin’s Shrewsbury Festival 2009
12th February – Darwin Day
10.00am (outside Library) Unveiling of Darwin Waymarkers
12noon (The Bell Stone, Morris Hall Courtyard) Toast and
Themed Walking Tour
2.00pm (The Square) Slices of a Giant Birthday Cake (with
200 candles) to be given out
On eleven dates in February there will be talks by
distinguished lecturers:
3rd February
Exploring our Green Planet
5th February
Evolution in Economics
11th February Exceptionally Preserved Fossils
14th February Carnivorous Plant Relationships
17th February Darwin & the Dinosaurs
21st February Race, Emancipation & the Quest for
Human Origins
22nd February Darwin’s Scientific Legacy & Climate Change
23rd February 4004 BC & All That
24th February Darwin & the Cosmic Landscape
26th February Global Warming & Climate Change
28th February The Development of a Dangerous Idea
There will also be celebrity lectures later in the year by
Adam Hart Davies, Professor Heinz Wolff, Lt Col Dick
Strawbridge and Johnny Ball and others.
In March the sculpture ‘Quantum Leap’ is to be unveiled
in the Darwin Memorial Garden.
In August, and at other times, there are re-enactments of
scenes from Darwin’s family life and many ‘hands on’ events
suitable for children.
In October there will be a costumed ‘Darwin Ball’ and
in November a Darwin Firework & Bonfire Spectacular at
the West Mid showground.

Charles Darwin by G.Richmond
Only very few of the happenings are listed here. Please pick
up a ‘Darwin’s Shrewsbury’ Events Programme from the
Church Stretton Information Centre or visit
www.discoverdarwin.co.uk for details of times, prices (where
applicable), venues, lecturers and much more information.

16/1/09 11:53:15

‘Morning After’ Walk

A

frosty, cold New Year’s morning in Church Stretton
witnessed 300 runners, walkers and dogs taking part
in the tenth Morning After charity event over a
course of
five miles for
runners and
three miles
for walkers.
The majority
of entrants
were from
Shropshire.
As in the
past, the
route
contoured
the lower
slopes of the
Longmynd. The recent freezing weather made some of the
paths, tracks and open countryside a little icy and, in a few
places, slippery. All participants returned safely, for soup and
trophy presentation at Church Stretton Social Club. The
worst mishaps were a few grazes and damaged pride as a few
runners slipped on the steep hills.
The presentation of trophies and awards was made by
local Church Stretton runner, Terry Davies who first thought
up the event ten years ago.
The fastest runner and newcomer to the event was
Ed Charlton-Weedy from Shrewsbury (South West Road
Runners) in a time of 32.04. Ed was followed home by Paul
Jones from Oswestry AC in 33.02. In third place, from
Leighton Buzzard, was 20 year old runner Ben Corfield in
33.05.
The first lady was Alison Lavendor from Oswestry in
35.18 improving on last year’s time of 36.27 and pushing
last year’s winner, Shrewsbury AC runner and County
Champion, Anna Bartlett (36.47), into second place.
The First Veteran Woman again this year was Val
Swingler (Shropshire Shufflers) (40.02), followed by Jane
Rowlands from Ludlow Runners (40.19).

5
The first Veteran man was Ed Davies
(Mercia) (33.30), and Andrew Davies
(Mercia) (33.10) from Church Stretton
was the first local man to finish.
The first junior boy was Joe Donnelly
(37.16) from Pontesbury (Mercia) and the
first girl was 17 year old Suzanne Turvey
from Croft Ambrey (38.19).
The first man walker was Peter Cooke from Church
Stretton and the first lady walker was Diane Spencer from
Welshpool. The first walker with a dog was Ludlow runner
Vaughan Griffiths who took his dog Ben around the
five mile course. The family trophy went to the Church
Stretton Coles and Cooke families who walked together.
The
organisers
wish to
thank the
sponsors
and the
hardy
walkers and
runners
for their
regular
support
which
raised a total of over £700 which will be divided between
the County Air Ambulance, the Gateway Club, Lingen
Davies Appeal and Church Stretton Town Football Club.
This fun event has now become firmly established as
one of the regulars in the fun running/walking calendar
so we look forward to repeating the event again next year
on Friday 1st January 2010 – so start that New Year’s
resolution and begin training now!!
For further information please contact organisers Phil
Harris on 01694 771674 (Mobile 0777 568 8484) Chris
Richards on 0785 499 794 or John Corfield on 01694
722473 (Mobile – 0777 346 9919)
Report and photos: John Corfield

Church Stretton School News

Extracted from Church Stretton School Newsletter

StRETTON FOCUS

February 2009 mag.indd 5

prize of working alongside the guest chef Mark Earnden
at the Church Stretton Food Fayre.
Pupils also raised a considerable amount of money
for the school and for charity, including £712 for
Children in Need and £110 for the Red Cross and a
sponsored walk in remembrance of Zeeshan Ahmad
and Niam Anwar generated £13,000. The charity chosen
by the boys’ families is The Lords Taverners which helps
disadvantaged young people enjoy cricket and other
sporting and leisure activities. The school’s annual Craft
Fayre realised £2,400, which is to be used for a new school
minibus.
Finally the school regretfully said farewell to their
Headteacher, John Allin, who left after 6 years service at
the school. His successor is Mr Stephen Lunt, who will
take up the post in April. Mr Tilson will become Acting
Head for the Spring Term.

FEbRUaRy 2009

T

he school continues to provide many and
varied activities for its students. Pupils in
Year 9 have had the opportunity to work in
the school library and to gain the Library Assistant
Level 2 qualification.
Music and Art continues to be popular. Students
were able to take advantage of a trip to London to visit the
Tate Modern, The Lyttelton and Cottesloe Theatres, the
Houses of Parliament and Whitehall, the National Gallery
and finally, the Garrick Theatre. Back at school, they were
amazed and delighted by the performance of the Band of the
Army Air Corps.
Congratulations are due to Tom Everett who won a
West Midlands Schools Biathlon title. Having qualified for
the British Schools National Finals (in Bath) Tom has been
selected to compete at the invitational schools biathlon
competition on 15th August this year at Crystal Palace.
Bethan Robinson and Dan Schofield were the overall
winners of a Junior Chef competition, earning them the

16/1/09 11:53:16
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Arts Festival News

A

stunning performance of Mozart’s Marriage of Figaro
ended our 2008 Festival, and the ‘wow’
factor continues: Emma Johnson, the international
clarinettist, has been a household name ever since winning the
BBC Young Musician of the Year award in 1984, and she is
opening the 43rd Festival at Concord College. Her programme
includes showpieces by Weber and Schumann, as well as music
by Leonard Bernstein and other popular composers.
We will be featuring some younger artistes this year,
including the Polish
violinist Jaroslaw
Nadrzycki, winner of
the prestigious 2008
Haverhill Sinfonia Soloist
Competition, and his
programme will include
music by Beethoven,
together with virtuoso
music by Kreisler,
Wieniawski and many
others. For chamber music
aficionados we have the
Farrington Ensemble, a
quartet of clarinet, violin,
cello and piano, whose
repertoire ranges from
Mozart and Brahms to their
own arrangements of Gershwin. The Farringtons are one
of the ensembles you will hear about in the future, so don’t
miss the opportunity of hearing them live here in Church
Stretton.
We have chosen the special ambience of St Laurence’s
Parish Church for a candle-lit performance of harp music
by 4 Girls 4 Harps (picture). We are delighted that the
churchwardens have so enthusiastically invited us to
stage major evening events at the church in addition to
the morning Coffee Concerts, and the combination of
beautiful candle-lit architecture and ethereal harp music
will make this an unforgettable evening. Music for brass
instruments is always popular – indeed the Yorkshire

Imperial Band’s concert last year was a sell-out; this year
we have one of Scotland’s leading brass quintets Bold as
Brass coming to give us an evening of great variety.
Tea-time concerts at the Methodist Church are now
an established part of the Festival, and they will be even
more attractive in the newly refurbished church. This year
Shropshire’s leading soprano soloist Catherine Benson
will present a programme
entitled Victorian
Echoes; she will be
accompanied by Barrie
Mackay¸ a well-known
local pianist in the area
and organist at the
Methodist Church.
Our final night will
be another spectacular,
with the legendary
Kenny Ball and his
Jazzmen at Concord
College. For jazz
enthusiasts (and indeed
everyone else) this should
be in the diary already.
If you visit the festival
website at www.strettonfestival.org.uk you will see a
wonderful joint picture of three bands: Kenny Ball, Acker
Bilk and Humphrey Littleton. Kenny Ball is up there with
the greatest of them, and tickets will be in short supply.
All the dates and details are on the website, together
with details of the non-musical events, the Art and Crafts
Exhibition, the evening of Indian music, the free coffee
concerts and the organ recitals. Focus articles will appear
detailing these over the coming months.
We have a wonderful Festival coming here from July 18th to
August 1st. Watch out for the opening of ticket sales at the end
of March, and invite your friends and family to join you here!
Richard Walker

25 Years of Service

StRETTON FOCUS
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C

hristine Harvey has
This year, it is she
been our esteemed
who can take most credit
Town Clerk since
for achieving the accolade
1983. That is a tremendous
of the town becoming the
record of achievement,
500th Quality Council
fielding residents’ concerns
in the country. Christine
for that length of time. As
is now helping us to
councillors know only too
prepare for the challenge
well, that can be a thankless
of working with a new
task! In addition, she has
Unitary Council at
seen her responsibilities
county level.
grow enormously, especially
To mark this
when taking over care of the
milestone in Christine’s
park and recreation facilities
career, the Mayor
from the District Council
presented her with a gift
in 2000. She has inducted
on behalf of all past and
several generations of town
present town councillors
councillors into the mysteries, opportunities and frustrations in recognition of her long service to the town.
of local government, maintaining her calm professionalism
Bob Welch, Town Mayor
all the while.
(Eds - Can any reader guess what was in the parcel?)

16/1/09 11:53:19
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Focus on Rushbury School

URC Voice

Historical Link with the Farming Community
ushbury School has been at the heart of the parish for almost 200
years. Its history begins in 1821, the very year in which John
Constable painted that iconic image of country life the ‘The
Haywain’. The school was endowed by local philanthropist Benjamin
Wainwright of Stanway and since those early days has provided the
educational foundation for generations of local families, several of them
still living in the parish. It has provided an unbroken thread of continuity
to the local community through momentous times, the abolition of slavery,
the succession to the throne of Queen Victoria, and the introduction of the
penny post. In the mid 20th century, Rushbury School had another role to
play when opening its doors to evacuees during the Second World War.

Prayer - How does it work?
n the first Friday in
March every year, the
women of the world,
in their own countries, meet
to offer prayer. This year that act of worship
has been prepared by the women of Papua New
Guinea, and the theme is ‘Many Parts but One
Body’.
The immediate reference is to the Church,
but it could apply to the whole world. There
are many races, cultures, customs and languages
but one humanity; and if prayer can help create
that one human family, it is well worth doing.
But how does prayer work?
The concept of a God somewhere up in
the sky, who listens to prayer and then acts
on the information received (or doesn’t) - is
not one that most people today can accept.
Jesus himself said that God knows what we’re
thinking, wanting and asking for, before we
speak. And St. Paul says that God is actually
there in the asking. That sounds better than
informing and trying to persuade a distant God
to answer our prayers.
Prayer is a natural and essential human
activity. It is a way of expressing deep human
needs. Needs that are both personal and
communal, for we are indeed ‘many parts but
one body’.
Prayer is a natural response to the great
mystery of our life on earth. It is a response to
the many and varied experiences we have to go
through in life, from tears and laughter; from
the ecstatic to the tragic; in both joy and pain.
For some of these we want to be thankful
and sing praises, and this can flow out through
our prayers. We will all at some time or another
need forgiveness for things done, or not done.
In prayer we will look for guidance which will
help us focus our aims and use our gifts. In
prayer we will want to express concern for the
well-being of our loved ones; for justice and
peace to spread over the world.
And in doing this, we will be at one with
God, who wants it more than we do. But the
wheels of God turn very slowly. God is at work
‘from the inside’ and not the outside. And so
God doesn’t need to be informed or persuaded
what to do.
We too are ‘on the inside’ and called to be
workers-together with God -the work of many,
hoping to create one body, the human family.
Donald Horsfield

R

One local farming family long
associated with the school
is represented by William
Hotchkiss and his sons Gareth
and Paul, who are all past
pupils.
1930 William and
Helen Hotchkiss
with son Harry and
daughter Winifred
Continuing a tradition that reaches back to the late 19th century,
Gareth’s son Harry and daughter Bethan are current pupils at the school.
2008 Owen, Harry and
Bethan Hotchkiss at
Rushbury school shortly
before Owen moved to
Church Stretton Secondary
School

StRETTON FOCUS FEbRUaRy 2009

A remarkable collection of images which graphically record the history
of the area is held at the school by the Rushbury and District Records
Trust. One of these photographs, taken at
the school in 1883, shows the great, great
grandparents of Harry and Bethan.
1910 Charles Webster (78 years old) sitting
with Winifred Hotchkiss (2), bequeathed the
family farm to William Henry Hotchkiss (39),
Helen Hotchkiss (34) and Harry Hotchkiss (7)
The school remains to the present day a key
element of this essentially rural community,
offering a sense of history, continuity and
security to all its pupils.
However it is also vibrant and outgoing, being linked to Lulindi School in
Tanzania for which Rushbury pupils raise much needed funds. This enables
the children of Rushbury to correspond with their fellow pupils and in so
doing gain an understanding of a lifestyle very different to their own.
Acknowledgments
We are indebted to William Hotchkiss and Brenda Pogson for access to
images; to the Stretton Focus Team for preparing the photographs.
Aiden Foster and John Welsh
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RNLI Fish and Chip Supper
7.15pm for 7.30pm.SHI
(Advance notice - further
information in March issue.)

16/1/09 11:53:21

Church Stretton Town Council - Community Matters

The Royal Society for the
Protection of Birds

T

he Craven Arms branch of the RSPB
has a programme of talks and walks
throughout 2009. Events are 50p to
Local Group Members and £2 to non-members.
Coming up:
11th February – ‘Return to Tanzania’, an illustrated
talk by Chris Wallace. 7.30pm at the Shropshire Hills
Discovery Centre, Craven Arms
Enquiries: Alvin Botting 01547-540176
21st February – Wildlife walk at Much Wenlock
10.00am by the clock tower at the bottom of the High
Street. (Grid reference: SO 623 999)
Leader: Reg Dixon 01952-727892
For further information visit our website
www.rspbsouthshropshire.co.uk

Calling all Ukulele Players!

I

am wanting to find out if there are any like-minded
adults who read the Focus who would be interested
in learning to play the ukulele? I have recently had
one for Christmas and have discovered very good and
informative sites on the internet. I am a beginner myself
but would like to see if anyone would like to meet up and
learn to play the ukulele together in a relaxed atmosphere.
I would also welcome help from ‘real musicians’.
If interested could people contact Adrian Thomas on
01694 724657 or 07800657297?

StRETTON FOCUS
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and those on low incomes. People can bring items and take
anything else they could use for free.
Traffic Management
Following the successful consultation/exhibition in October,
SCC will shortly be putting forward firm proposals. The
contractors for the new Sports Hall/Leisure Centre have met
residents to discuss parking issues etc. which might arise
during the construction period.
Affordable Housing
The first of the units for rent are now occupied on Street
Meadow, with construction on schedule at Lutwyche Road
and Watling Street North.
Following meetings between residents, Town Council,
SSHA and contractors to discuss how best to manage traffic
etc during the construction of the dwellings at Ashbrook,
work on Phase 1 was scheduled to commence in January
2009 with completion scheduled for June 2010. At the time
of writing, there is not yet a construction programme for
Phase 2.
Planning matters
Full details of District Council decisions and current
planning applications can be viewed in the Council Office
window at 60 High Street and on the Town Council website
(www.churchstretton.co.uk) or at www.southshropshire.gov.uk
Mrs Christine Harvey, Town Clerk
Cllr Tom Beaumont, Town Councillor
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Introduction
The Town Clerk returned refreshed from a well deserved
holiday, only to be abandoned by Cllr Tom Beaumont who
has departed for the warmer climes of Canada for a week or
two!
Welcome to new Council members
The January council meeting welcomed the three new
members to their first meeting. Richard Hickman (Little
Stretton Ward), Michael Braid (North Ward) and John
Lloyd (South Ward) who all bring their own expertise to
the Council. John Lloyd has served on South Shropshire
District Council for fourteen years, so with the demise of the
District Council, the Town Council becomes the beneficiary
of his experience. Mike Braid and Richard Hickman have
both moved into the area in the last two years but both have
long records of community service. Mike is an experienced
CAB counsellor and has a long association with the Duke
of Edinburgh Award Scheme whereas Richard has been
an active member of a Residents’ Association. Both have
had long and varied careers in business and industry. That
experience will be vital in helping the Council to deliver on
its Town Plan and to manage its resources effectively.
2009-10 Budget
In December, the Town Council voted for the lowest rise
in the local precept for several years, when it approved a
rate rise of only 3.5% in 2009-10. This translates into just
7p per week for each local Band D taxpayer. Mindful of
the financial pressures on household budgets at this time,
councillors were determined to keep the increase below
the level of inflation despite the fact that the Council, like
everyone else, has had to absorb a 30% increase in its fuel
costs in the last year.
It has only been possible to keep to this very modest
increase through a combination of careful budget
management, maximising our income and seeking external
funding for our new projects.
Boundary Review
At the time of writing, we await the final response from
the Boundary Committee to our unanimous appeal against
the final recommendations of the Boundary Committee,
linking Church Stretton with Craven Arms with two joint
representatives on the new Unitary Council. The Council
was pleased that the County and District Councils, as well as
Craven Arms Town Council, were now also lodging similar
appeals. This joint challenge is all the more important,
because, if the recommendations are implemented in
their present form, the two unitary councillors will find
themselves involved in two Local Joint Committees, working
with no less than 22 Parish Councils!
Market Towns Partnership
The Council also committed itself to backing the formation
of a county-wide Partnership of Market Towns that would
ensure that their strategic role in driving the county’s
economy was fully recognised by the new Unitary Council.
Swap Shop
The first of four Swap Shops for 2009 was held at the end
of January at Church Stretton School with Cllr Eileen
Roberts and her husband, Reg, helping to co-ordinate the
event. These Swap Shops are not-for-profit operations and
aim to help reduce waste, encourage recycling and re-use,
reduce energy, water and materials used in extraction,
manufacturing and transportation of goods. More
importantly they could assist families with small children
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All about Focus

S

for things like numbers and dates. Each editor then puts
his or her items onto either a CD or memory stick (for
those of you who aren’t familiar with this terminology, it’s a
bit like making an electronic photocopy).
Stage 3 – Laying it all out
The next task is to decide what goes onto which page,
whether there is room for everything, and how much space
to allocate to photographs. This generally takes a whole
morning, with items being moved around to try to make
interesting pages which all have the right amount on them.
If there is too much copy, which happens on a fairly regular
basis, our first rule is to include regular features as well
as anything which is time-sensitive, such as forthcoming
events and local news. We do not accept poems, fiction,
personal thanks or anything illegal or libellous.
Once all the pages are complete, we decide on colour
schemes for the relevant pages, and then everything goes to
the computer team so that they can start work.
What is it like to be an editor?
All the editors thoroughly enjoy the contact with
contributors, the interaction with other members of the
Focus team, and the sense of being ‘in the know’! It can get
very busy when things come in all together just before the
deadline, and there are one or two things that contributors
could do to make things
easier for us.
Firstly, please try to
keep to the deadline;
things that come late
will of necessity have
less attention from us.
Secondly, please also try
to send us a final version
– it is very difficult when
we get multiple requests
for us to amend things
that you have sent in, and
we are quite likely to get
it wrong.
And PLEASE if you
are sending an email,
give it a title that will
enable us to identify it if we need to go back to it. On your
computer ‘Focus Article’ may be a helpful title. However,
an inbox full of emails all entitled ‘Focus Article’ is not an
easy place to find a specific article!
Finally, however, we would like to say a very big
‘Thank you’ to everyone who contributes to Focus,
whether on a regular basis or even just once, because
without you there would be no magazine.
The Editors

T

he Rotary Club of Church Stretton is
grateful for the support of the residents of
the Strettons in helping the club raise over
erry’s mulled wine and mince pies at the Christmas
£3,200 from the Tree of Light and over £600 from
Eve carol service in The Square raised £400 for
“Carols in the Square” on Christmas Eve. This year
Myeloma UK and £100 for Amnesty International.
the weather was kind on Christmas Eve which made Carols in
Many thanks to all who supported us (and we hope that you the Square such a success. These monies will go support local
enjoyed doing so!). Thank you, and best wishes,
charities. Thank you.
John Gott
Tony Nicholls

Berry’s

B
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Management Structure
ince becoming a Company Limited by Guarantee,
the Governance of Focus has been exercised through
a Board of Directors, who set editorial and financial
policy, monitor performance against that policy, and provide
advice and guidance to the Chairman and, through him, to
the Officers. Directors are appointed for a period of three
years, which may be extended to a maximum of six years.
The chairman and three directors are elected by the
members and the vice chairman is nominated from the
Management Committee. One director is nominated by
the Town Council and one by the Churches Together in the
Strettons. The directors are authorised to co-opt a member
to serve as treasurer. The elected directors serve for a period
of three years, and may be re-elected to serve for a total of six
years consecutively.
Anyone who is a resident of The Strettons, or with an
interest in the Strettons, may apply to become a Member,
and thus to vote at Annual General Meetings
The Management Committee formed of the officers
of Focus are responsible for the monthly production of the
magazine, in accordance with company policy. They are
formally appointed by the directors (in practice delegated to
the Chairman), Mike Edmunds.
The Editorial Team
Stage 1 – Copy comes in
Each month about 70 items
of news, comment and
general interest are sent to
the editorial team. Many
of these come through the
Focus email system, which
enables all the five editors
to see them as they arrive.
The remainder are left at
Wrights, and are either
handwritten or typed
copy. As those who have
contributed know, we try
to respond to everyone who
emails, but it is not possible
to reply to everyone who
sends a ‘hard copy’.
Stage 2 – Allocating the copy for editing
On the day of the deadline, the editors get together and
decide who will be responsible for each item. Electronic
documents are simply put into a standard format which
enables the editors to work out how much can be fitted in.
Other items are either scanned or copy typed into the same
format, so that by the end of that week we have everything
in the same type size and column width, consistent formats
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Reg’s Ramblings Mayfair ‘Half Price’ Gardening in
Law and Disorder?
February
Book Sale
n the field of what we call

StRETTON FOCUS February 2009

I

‘serious crime’ there seems
to have been a dramatic
increase in recent years, with the
result that our prisons are full,
judges under orders to restrict
sentencing and many prisoners
given early release.
For the same reasons of
overcrowding, increasing
numbers are being given
Community Service Orders and
increasingly simply do not turn
up or report for their allotted
tasks.
The background to all
this is surely the change in
policing methods which has
completely altered the ethos
of law enforcement which has
steadily evolved since Robert
Peel instituted the Police Force
a century and a half ago. The
‘bobby on the beat’ syndrome
had become a trusted and
reassuring feature of daily life,
providing a deterrent and instant
response presence to all forms
of crime and wrongdoing.
Nowadays it seems that
paperwork and the resultant
political statistics are the order
of the day and ‘street watch’ is
the province of multiple, and
expensive, CCTVs presided over
by a multitude of highly paid
scanners, whilst producing hazy
images of criminal activity and
tardy response.
In terms of ‘street
enforcement’ we now have a
multiple presence of power
drunk Local Authority Traffic
and Litter Wardens, ready to
pounce on normally law-abiding
citizens with excessive fines for
often very petty infringements.
Add to all of this the
compensation culture which
has become an instrument of
huge and often ridiculously high
awards for petty inconvenience
at places of work and so forth,
and one would seem to have
justification for uttering those
famous words which Charles
Dickens put in Mr Bumble’s
mouth at about the time when
Robert Peel was founding the
Police Service – “The Law is an
Ass”.
Reg Heiron
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am very pleased to be able to tell
you that the Half Price Book Sale
held at the Parish Centre, Church
Street, Church Stretton, on Saturday 6th
December, to raise funds for the Mayfair
Community Centre, was very successful.
Over 250 people came and business
was brisk throughout the three hours of
the sale.
Over 150 boxes of books were
displayed, a total of between 4000-5000
books of all kinds, adult and children,
fiction and non-fiction, as well as a large
number of compact discs.
After expenses the sale realised £750
for Mayfair. This means that since April
2008 sales of books have raised £3100
for Mayfair and £2700 for the Severn
Hospice.
My sincere thanks go to those who
responded so generously to my appeals
for books, so enabling such a large
selection of good quality books to be put
out at each of these sales.
My thanks go also to the many
volunteers who helped with the arduous
task of moving a large number of boxes
of books to and from this address and
of arranging them in the Hall. Their
contribution of transport and other
help generally is vital and is much
appreciated. I am grateful also to
Mervyn at the Parish Centre for his help
and co-operation.
The next sale is scheduled for
Saturday 18th April 2009. This will also
be on behalf of Mayfair Community
Centre. It will be at the usual venue,
the Silvester Home Institute and will be
from 10am to 4pm.
Once again may I remind everyone
that I am happy to receive books at any
time and will collect them if that is helpful.
My telephone number is 01694 - 723292.
Tony Crowe

A

t last the days are getting noticeably
longer, giving us a little more time in
the garden. Although it is still quite
cold, weeds will be growing and need to
be dealt with. The earlier hard frosts will
have broken up the soil and killed off many
overwintering pests.
Greenhouse
Take advantage of any dry, mild days we
may have to ventilate the house and tidy up
inside. Water carefully, if possible around
midday so that any dampness can evaporate
before nightfall. Continue sowing seeds and
start taking cuttings of dahlias, chrysanths,
and fuchsias; shoots around 2 -3 inches
long can be prepared and potted up in a
50 - 50 compost/sharp sand mix.
Vegetables
Broad Beans can be started off in the
greenhouse or outside if the soil isn’t too
cold or wet. If you haven’t already done so,
buy seed potatoes now, while there is still
a choice of varieties. Try to move vegetable
varieties around the plot each year, (crop
rotation), to avoid a build up of pests and a
lack of certain nutrients. Growing cabbages
and other brassicas on last year’s bean patch
makes use of nitrogen which peas and beans
produce and cabbages etc need. Similarly,
root crops require deep soil which hasn’t
been manured for a year, otherwise you will
get ‘forked’ carrots and parsnips!
Flowers
Divide perennials now if necessary; add
some general purpose fertilizer before
replanting. Weed beds and borders and give
lawns a light mow if the weather allows.
Our next meeting is on February 24th
when John & Ingrid Millington of Hillview
Hardy Plants, Bridgnorth, will talk about
Primulas and Auriculas.
NOTE: This meeting starts at 7.00pm
with our AGM (which only takes 15 minutes),
followed by coffee, and the talk at 8.00pm
Church Stretton and District Gardening Club

Political Correctness

P

olitical Correctness’ (PC) means using words or behaviour which will not
offend any groups of people. For everyone to be treated equally, fairly and
with dignity.
PC is an attack on free speech, clear thinking and discussion and is an affront to
human rights and freedom of speech.
Well, what do you think? In the Methodist Church we continue our ‘Sunday
at 6’ informal evening discussions on February 8th by sharing our thoughts on this
thorny subject. Are there any relevant Christian insights? Do come along and say
what you really think, at the Methodist Church, 6.00 pm on Sunday 8th February.
If you sang Christmas carols, did you sing “O come in adoration” instead of
“O come let us adore him”, or “Oh vertically challenged town of Bethlehem” instead
of “Oh little town” (OK, I made that one up!).
David Jandrell
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The Kindertransport
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Remembering the children who escaped from the Nazis 70 years ago

O
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n the night of 9th-10th November 1938 Hitler and adopt them. The camp buildings, designed for summer use,
Goebbels unleashed an orgy of anti-semitic violence had thin walls, and so emergency stoves had to be installed.
carried out by Nazi thugs, which included murder,
My mother, moved by the plight of German Jews,
the burning of synagogues, looting, vandalism and especially helped to organise a refugee committee in York, and during
the smashing of the windows of Jewish shops, hence the
the Autumn of 1938 she had managed to arrange asylum
name Kristallnacht, the night of broken glass. The next day, in the USA for several families, including the ones I had
my father wrote of “the explosions of strange subterranean
stayed with. After Kristallnacht she redoubled her efforts,
powers, and many writers are using the words Satanic or
and persuaded me, a student at Cambridge, to spend my
demonic to describe these frightful outbreaks against the
Christmas vacation by responding to the urgent call for
Jews which are reported this morning.” Jewish parents,
volunteer staff at Dovercourt, and I wrote home from there:
aware at last of a terrible threat hanging over them, sought
“The organisation of this camp is very good, and the best
to get their children away to a safer country. George Bell,
possible in the circumstances: that is, the kids have good
the saintly Bishop of Chichester, speaking in the House of
food, plenty of sleep, games, books, lessons (English) in the
Lords, appealed to an unwilling government to offer asylum morning, walks, plenty of bedclothes, (hot baths all hours),
to such children. As a result, the
communal games and activities,
government offered entry without
and they even went to the cinema
visas to 10,000 children aged
early this week; but nevertheless
between 10 and 17, on condition
a camp in an Essex marsh of
that a bond of £50 was paid for
between 400 and 500 children
each child.
is not ideal...new children keep
Special trains from central
coming in...and the camp cannot
Europe were organised, mainly
go on growing indefinitely…The
through the initiative and
main thing is that these children
magnificent efforts of Nicholas
must be taken in somewhere - in
Winton. Others who helped
homes is the main point. Such
included the Red Cross, British
nice kids many of them are!
Quakers, and, notably, Mrs
There are two in particular, a boy
Wijsmuller-Meyer, wife of an
of 11 and his sister of about 16
Amsterdam banker, who seemed
whom I have noticed (I am in
to be able to order special trains
the Post Office, which is visited
at 24 hours notice. Some British
by most of the children every
business men in Czechoslovakia
day)..” These two were somewhat
also organised train-loads. The
traumatised, having returned
atmosphere in Nazi Germany
to the camp from a totally
was described later by one of the
unsuitable foster home. Full of
‘Kinder’: “Jewish children were
trepidation, I rang my mother
expelled from school, my nonand asked if she could possibly
Jewish friends were not allowed
consider providing a temporary
Pieter Morgenstern on the left (see story)
to speak to me. I was always scared.
home for them. Without hesitation
We apologise for the picture quality
Nazis searched our flat for hidden
she simply said “Yes”. Later, my
people. I saw a synagogue on fire. On the way, I saw Jews
mother wrote: “The increase in the family arrived yesterday,
scrubbing the streets.” Some of that fear I felt for myself
and they’re both darlings - I fell for them on sight.” After
when I stayed with Jewish families in Germany during the
the War the sister went to the USA. Her brother had a
summer of 1938.
distinguished school and university career, founded his
The first Kindertransport trains left Berlin on 2nd
own successful business, and was eventually awarded the
December 1938 and from Vienna on 11th December.
MBE for services to his adopted country. Of the subsequent
On the trains “guards inspected luggage, and confiscated
careers of the Kinder I have only fragmentary information,
valuables, including musical instruments”. As a refinement
but they included: 2 Nobel prizewinners, the Controller of
of cruelty, the Nazis would not allow parents on to the
BBC1, a member of the House of Lords, a Director of the
platforms to say their emotional farewells. In most cases,
CERN laboratory, a founder of the Israeli Air Force, many
that was the last they ever saw of their parents. As the trains who fought in the British Army (including D-Day), and the
passed through Holland, kind folk handed sandwiches and
nurse who helped to deliver our present Heir to the Throne!
coffee to the children. On arrival at Harwich, some children One of the Kinder, Pieter Morgenstern (later Peter Morgan)
with London sponsors took the train to Liverpool Street
wrote in later life “I am more British than the British, and
Station, where there is a statue of a Kindertransport child
I will defend this country to the death, because without it I
with a suitcase. Most who arrived at Harwich were taken
wouldn’t be here today!” He is the small boy in the photo,
to Warner’s Holiday Camp at nearby Dovercourt Bay, and
being escorted off the boat by Police Sergeant Webb.
accommodated there until foster parents could be found to
D.H.
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22 A Cycling Club for the Strettons?

B

ikes are a very common sight in the Strettons. Old pals group
Models come in all shapes, sizes and ages as
Not for the first time, Church Stretton people continue
do the riders. The satisfaction of pedal-power, to amaze by getting on with life and hobbies in quiet and
through individual effort, and across an area of
unassuming fashion. “Of course, the bike riders who meet
outstanding natural beauty leads to the question of
every Tuesday morning outside the Bank at the bottom
what would it take for this popular sport to be raised of The Burway, means we have already got a cycling club,
to the next level by founding a local Cycling Club?
doesn’t it?” queried two well-known characters in the
The sport certainly fits the vision of ‘Long Mynd
Strettons. On closer investigation to follow up the comment,
Living: an Inspiring and Thriving Environment’. In
I was privileged to talk with Geoff Galgut who lives in
the wake of the UK’s outstanding achievements at the Churchill Rd and is a regular Tuesday morning rider. He
2008 Olympic Games, with gold medals galore for
said “We are not a Club but an informal group of old pals
both men and women, perhaps it is the right time to who enjoy bike rides”. Incidentally, the youngster in the
pose the question of “what about a Cycling Club for group of four regular cyclists is 65 years old with the age
the Strettons?”
range extending to include an octogenarian in the group –
A recent conversation
new pals welcome! A round trip of
The possibility of a local cycling
about 30 miles, north or south, with a
club emerged during a train
‘coffee and teacakes’ stop halfway and
journey from Church Stretton
finishing up with a pub lunch at the
last September, shortly after the
Yew Tree at All Stretton or the Ragleth
games had finished and the Brits
in Little Stretton depending on the
had swept the board of cycling
direction of homecoming travel.
medals. Jim Churton, a lifelong
An appropriate climax to physical
cycling enthusiast for the sport,
exertion in our beautiful surrounding
had recently moved to Church
countryside!
Stretton with his wife Rose. Jim
A ride into the future?
and Rose’s involvement with
Jim Churton said that clubs from
the sport and membership of
around the country often specialise
cycling clubs emerged during
in different types of cycling such as
conversation and, later on, I
road cycling, track, mountain biking,
learned more from them both
cyclocross, road racing and long
about their passion for cycling.
distance. The next step is to find out
“It is a sport for all the family
if the obvious local interest in cycling
and a shared experience in the
can be raised a level by inviting people
great outdoors. It is also a great
to express an interest and in forming
Jim and Rose Churton
leveller where people of all ages
a local cycling club. Your views on the
Photo: John Corfield
and from all walks of life can ride
prospect are most welcome. Jim and
together and compete as equals”. Jim and Rose went
Rose Churton who live in Alison Rd., Church Stretton
on to say “Cyclists are a classless community and one (723835) will be pleased to hear from you.
of the results of the experience is increased fitness
Man on a Bike
levels in any community or club. The bike takes the
weight and helps joints to remain supple in older
people. Striving to achieve ‘personal best’ standards
can be an individual or team activity”.
Get Up and Tie your Fingers
The view from the school
by Northumberland Theatre
Tom Ward, Head of Physical Education at Church
Company
Stretton School, also extolled the virtues of cycling.
The School is extending space available in the bicycle
“Set againsr the background of
sheds to encourage more students to use their bikes
the loss of the Eyemouth fishing
as a main means of transport. Mr Ward knew many
fleet in the great storm of 1881,
students at the School who were already very capable
this is the funny, deeply moving
cyclists with mountain biking and downhill racing
and ultimately uplifting story
being popular. He thought it would be a good idea
of three women fighting the
to find out if sufficient interest exists for students
demons we all have to face –
interested in improving capabilities and standards
coping with death, dealing with
by joining a local cycling club. “Cycling ‘ticks all the
guilt and letting our children go. A very affecting play
boxes’ for students maintaining a high standard of
that sings with sincerity – a distinctive play of deceptive
physical fitness” says Mr Ward. “It also addresses what simplicity.”
is now almost a national disease of obesity through
The Guardian
regular outdoor exercise, either on your own or with
March 7th All Stretton Village Hall
friends, that is also great fun”. A cycling club for the
Adults £8, Children £4, Family £16 Target audience 11+
area, with experienced leaders, can help to raise the
Tickets from Cate Latchford 01694 723378
standards with students who have already shown
significant potential at the sport.
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tART Events for February
Tues 12th & Wed 13th Feb
7.30pm - Hedda Gabler by Henrik Ibsen performed by
WBS A2 Theatre Studies www.edgeartscentre.co.uk The
Edge Arts Centre, Much Wenlock £5 / £4 01952 728509
Fri 13th Feb
9pm - SKANKt – alternative/ska/rock band
www.ludlowassemblyrooms.co.uk Ludlow Assembly Rooms.
£5 Tel: 01584 878141
Thurs 12th Feb
8pm - Loon & Theatre Mimi – Phileas P. Souper Tour
Wacky musical antics & mime madness www.artsalive.co.uk
SpArC Bishops Castle £6/£4
Tel: 01588 630321
Fri 20th Feb
8pm - Finn Peters Jazz notes www.edgeartscentre.co.uk
The Edge Arts Centre, Much Wenlock £10/£8 Tel: 01952
728509
Sun 22nd Feb
2 - 5pm - Animation Workshop – stop motion animation
using cameras and computers
Ludlow Assembly Rooms £12 (£10 concessions)
Tel: 01584 878141
Wed 25th & Thurs 26th Feb
7.30pm - A View from the Bridge by Arthur Miller
performed by WBS A2 Theatre Studies
www.edgeartscentre.co.uk The Edge Arts Centre, Much
Wenlock. £5 / £4Tel: 01952 728509
Wed 25th – Sat 28th Feb
7.30pm - Little Shop of Horrors presented by students of
Ludlow College – musical www.ludlowassemblyrooms.co.uk
Ludlow Assembly Rooms £7 (£5 concs) Tel:01584 878141
Wed 25th – Sat 28th Feb (on various days)
7.30pm Guys and Dolls by Frank Loesser performed by
WBS Musical Theatre Company.
The Edge Arts Centre, Much Wenlock £6.50 / £5
Tel: 01952 728509

Trivia Corner by Ken Willis
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by A T D Evans
f you are looking for a
beautiful coffee table book
for yourself or as a gift,
with the added bonus of local
interest, then look no further
than Border Wanderings. This
enchanting book is filled with
old black and white photographs
of Shropshire and the Marches
taken by master photographer
Robert Newton Heyworth
during the first half of the 20th
century. Accompanying each
photograph, and bringing it to life, is a short descriptive
passage by local man David Evans which gives a fascinating
insight into the social history of the period.
For many Focus readers this book will bring back
memories of the area as it used to be, though in some of the
photographs surprisingly little has changed apart from the
costumes!
A lovely nostalgic book to warm up those cold, dark
winter evenings.
If you enjoy this book you may also like:
Never on a Sunday (Memories of Stiperstones Mining Communities:)
Precious Bane by Mary Webb
Shropshire Since 1900 by Toby Neal
Hilary Jones

I

Salmon and Stilton Pastry
Parcel

M

y friend Janet gave me this recipe a few weeks ago
and I really enjoyed the mixture of cheese and
leeks accompanying the fish.
Ingredients:
2 x 400g salmon fillets (or trout)
2 leeks (finely sliced and washed)
2 oz. butter (softened)
3½ oz. Stilton (crumbled)
2 tablsp lemon juice
500g puff pastry
beaten egg to glaze
salt and pepper
Wash, bone, skin and dry the salmon. Season well all over.
Blanch the leeks in boiling water for two minutes and then
wash them under cold water. Mix the butter, cheese and
lemon juice.
Spread the butter mix on one fillet (skinned side down) then
pile the leeks on top. Place the other fillet on top (skinned side
up) so that they fit together. Roll the pastry out to twice the
width of the salmon plus a little extra on length and width.
Cut the pastry in half lengthways. Put half on a baking sheet
and prick with a fork. Place the salmon on top. Roll the
other half of the pastry to fit well over the salmon. Brush the
pastry around the salmon with water and place the second
piece on top. Seal well and scallop the edges. Glaze. Chill.
Pre-heat the oven to gas mark 7 (220C) (425F) and cook for
20 minutes. Then turn the oven down to gas mark 5 (190C)
(350F) and cook for a further 20 minutes.
Serve with mash and nice fresh greens. Enjoy!
Her Ladyship
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Border Wanderings
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1 Which Bond character drove a car with the registration
AU 1?
2 What name is given to a castrated cockerel?
3 What was the full name of John Travolta’s character in
the film Saturday Night Fever?
4 In the children’s rhyme, who buried Cock Robin?
5 Where does the cartoon character Snoopy sleep?

Book of the Month
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Quaker Voice

Sasha and Malia
t was heartening to see that Barack and Michelle Obama
have chosen a Quaker school for their two daughters,
Sasha and Malia. No doubt issues such as security and
convenience were involved in the decision to send the
children to Sidwell Friends School, but the Obamas would
have been familiar with some of the strong principles of
the school, and empathise with them, for them to have
made this decision. There are plenty of successful schools in
Washington to choose from!
Quakers talk of there being ‘that of God in everyone’, a
phrase which implies the dignity and worth of each human
being, regardless of race, gender, or sexual orientation,
and Quaker education seeks to bring out the best in each
individual. In the Puritan culture of the 17th Century, when
children were often regarded as evil miniatures corrupted by
original sin, children were treated with respect by Quakers,
and subjected to no coerced beliefs. This is still true of
Quaker schools today.
In 1659, Isaac Penington, a prominent Quaker, wrote,
“This is the true ground of love and unity, not that a man

I

walks and does just as I do, but because I
feel the same Spirit and life in him, and that
he walks in his rank, in his own order, in his
proper way. This is far more pleasing to me
than if he walked just in that track wherein I walk”. This
implies a value in individualism and in the importance of
drawing out the skills, abilities and potential of each child.
Sidwell School, in true Quaker fashion, seeks to do this in an
environment that nurtures children’s spirits and challenges
them to develop inner resources for self discipline. The
emphasis is on cooperation rather than competition and the
school recognises that moral growth is at least as important
as intellectual growth. One of the greatest successes of
Sidwell School has been its diversity initiative in which
children are encouraged to explore different cultures, and
to respect diverse viewpoints in an ethos which stresses
empathy, equity and social justice.
Sasha and Malia should have a wonderful education, and
the girls should find that they are well prepared to become
good citizens who contribute positively to society. Les Dobb

Church Stretton Area Website
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W

hen did you last visit our local website? Not
recently? Then why not visit www.churchstretton.
co.uk and see what you are missing. Use the
sitemap and search box browsing aids on the top right of the
screen as well as structured links and you will see how easily
information can be found.
Look out for: events; news items; the excellent photo
gallery and early photos of the town; recipes; local news and
weather; Town Council plans and minutes; information
about our organisations and clubs; accommodation and
business services; items for sale; things to do; etc.
Advertise ‘items for sale’ free of charge in the classified
section (if less than £100); send in your best recipes; add or
update your club’s details; send your favourite photographs
for publication in the gallery; send your opinions or
comments on current issues through the feedback links;
advertise your company’s products and services in the
business section.
The site is funded through advertising and there is no
levy through local taxation to support it. Usage continues to
grow, we have an average of 200 viewers a day, with peaks
during festivals and holidays. Our website is an asset to the
local community so why not use it to your advantage?
Below are brief summaries of a few of the pages/sections
to be found on the website:
Town Council: Contact information for Town, District and
County Councillors; minutes; the Town Council’s areas of
responsibility, etc.
Clubs, Societies and Local Organisations: An extensive
listing ranging from charitable and care categories, leisure
and hobbies to sports clubs. An appeal to organisers - please
contact us regularly with updates because unless changes are
notified there is a risk your information on the website could
become out of date.
What’s On: Viewed frequently and supplemented with
information kindly provided by Focus. If you have an
upcoming event let us have the location, time, contact
information and we will publish it.
News: At present some of the items include ‘Walkers are
Welcome’, Walking Festival, Arts Festival, Strettons Railway
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Show, new Police number, Boundary Committee proposals,
Shropshire rural bus links.
Businesses Directory: Contacts for many traders,
businesses, B&B’s, cafes, building and construction services,
child care, gardening and handyman services, etc. So useful
to source goods and invaluable for visitors and tourists.
Free ads / Classified section : Items for sale – if valued under
£100 the advert is free.
Photo Gallery: Very popular and includes many views of
our wonderful scenery. If you have a ‘once in a lifetime
shot’ or a photograph you are really fond of, why not let
us have it for publication? We would particularly like to
receive more photos of extreme sports, local events, historical
photographs and animals.
Public Transport: Train, bus, ring and ride and shuttle
service information.
The website team are always on the lookout for ‘copy’
and, with the webmaster’s approval, we are happy to
publicise, but please do give full, relevant details.
For residents without computer access, staff at the
Visitor Information Centre at the Library or Mayfair are very
willing to assist.
The above is a very brief outline of the Town and Area
Website and if there is something you need to know, it is
probably there. If it isn’t, tell us and we will do out best to
source it.
Contact: Eileen Roberts,
01694 720086, ermerton@btinternet.com
Tim Dunn (Webmaster) and Eileen Roberts,
CSTC Website Management Group

The History of Church Stretton

An eight-week series of talks by local historian, Tony
Crowe, covering Church Stretton and Shropshire Countyrelated topics.
Beginning on 5th February until 26th March. Talk 1:
The Coming of the Railway 2.30-4.00pm at the Silvester
Horne Institute. £2 on the door.
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Mayfair News

Help at Home Event

Services and support to make life easier
February 17th 10am-3pm at Mayfair Community
Centre.
Drop-in at any time, there’ll be lots of people here to
talk to.
Find out what is available – From simple bits
of equipment such as jar openers, to wheelchairs;
from benefit advice to care and cleaning services;
from holidays for the disabled to emergency phone
systems. See some of the new telecare gadgets and
equipment designed to help you live independently
and with confidence including devices that give
prompts and reminders, raise an alarm if someone
falls and can detect gas or smoke. Come along - see
and try for yourself. There are some very simple
things that can make all the difference to everyday
life or just give you peace of mind.
It may help you, your family, friends or neighbours
now or in the future. If you know someone who may
be starting to find things a bit difficult, then let them
know and encourage them to come.
Meet people from many organisations who
specialise in helping people live independently.
Please remember that MAYSI, Jenny Englefield
can help you at any time to find out about support
and services that are available.
Just call 01694 722077.

New Groups

Chat Group
Tuesdays 1.30pm-3pm Feb 3rd, 10th, 17th
With Rosie Gittings
If you sometimes find day to day life a struggle,
have difficulty relaxing or want to develop your
self- confidence then come and join this friendly and
informal support group. Just drop in or call Nicola to
find out more on 01694 722077
Stretch and Breathe
Chair based yoga with Jayne Evans
Wednesdays 10-11am

£100
£20
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December 2008
393
£50 166
325
£10 506

Baikal Amur Mainline by Janet Longstaff
Thursday 26th February, Mayfair Centre
7.15pm - meet the speaker and enjoy a cup of tea or coffee
7.45pm - Talk with slides begins
n June 2008, Janet and Harold Longstaff visited Russia’s
last frontier, using a rail-route that took over 60 years to
complete, going over swamps, permafrost, and seismically
active mountains. They met no other western visitors in this part
of the former Soviet Union, but the Russian lessons Janet had been
attending were put to good use!
Their illustrated talk will definitely not be of the usual
account of Trans-Siberian travel, so please come along and hear.
Please also note that the date has been brought forward from
March to February as unfortunately the speaker originally booked
for February has had to cancel. It is preferable to buy tickets
beforehand; space at Mayfair is limited, and, unfortunately, in
November, many folk who just turned up on the night were
disappointed.
Finally, thank you to all the speakers who, in the late part of
winter 2008, introduced us to new areas with such knowledge,
interest and enthusiasm. Thank you also to the many ‘behind the
scenes’ helpers!
Meriel Blake for Mayfair Fundraising Committee

I

Focus On Faith

F

aith exists in people, and without people there is no faith.
This was brought home to me quite forcibly recently
when I attended the Silver Jubilee celebrations of St. Paul’s
Church, Dawley, Telford. Our Bishop Brian was there, as well
as eight priests and a large number of the parishioners who had
turned out to celebrate the event.
I had been invited because in the mid 1970s I had
ministered to the Dawley people and celebrated Mass for them
in their Church that was an old timber hut. When I first laid
eyes on that hut I couldn’t believe it: all the windows had been
vandalised and were boarded up, the walls were daubed with
graffiti, and when I checked round the back there was a sign,
“Beware Mine Shaft”! The building was perched on a slag heap
close to a mine shaft. Inside there was a mouldy, damp smell and
the heating system consisted of an industrial gas heater over the
door which made a terrible racket and spewed out sparks.
During my first Mass there I noticed people moving around
which was quite disconcerting - was it something I had said? I
then noticed the buckets catching the rain coming through in
numerous places. Yet, the people came there in great numbers,
over 100 each week, and they came back week after week despite
the awful condition of their church to celebrate their belief in
Jesus Christ, their Lord and friend. What faith!
It was a great joy for me to meet old friends, 10 or 12 of
whom I knew and remembered, now in their dual-purpose
building serving as Church and Hall, and their faith was
stronger than ever. We reminisced late into the evening.
I recalled one memorable Christmas Midnight Mass on
a frosty starry night when we celebrated the birthday of the
coming of our Saviour, Jesus Christ. We sang our hearts out
that night. The Gloria in Excelsis reverberated off the creaking
timbers of that weary building and brought them to life.
Afterwards we completed the celebration with punch and mince
pies and a cup of tea.
Memories, memories……………Deo Gratias.
Fr Ambrose Nicholson

StRETTON FOCUS

Digital Camera
Tuesday evenings for 6 weeks
Beginners’ IT part 2
A follow-on to our complete beginners’ course
Tuesday mornings for 6 weeks
For dates and further details contact
Jackie Mantle 01694 722077
or jackie.mantle@mayfaircentre.org.uk

Mayfair Winter Talks

FEbRUaRy 2009

New IT courses at Mayfair
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All Change for Tourism Group

T

he Church Stretton Area Tourism Group elected a
whole new Committee at its sixth Annual General
Meeting on Thursday 18th December, when its
founding Chairman, John Woolmer and his Committee
stepped down after five highly successful years. The meeting
also provided the opportunity for the incoming Chairman
to spell out how the Group intends to preserve and build on
the strong foundations laid, involving many more tourism
businesses themselves in the process.
Before wishing every success to the new Committee,
John spoke with justifiable pride about the many
achievements of the Group, recording his thanks to all the
many volunteers who had supported him, but, above all, to
his long serving Committee members, Andrew Chapman,
Eileen Woolmer and, previously, Eileen Roberts.
“With the help of many tourism businesses, the Group
has launched the Food Fayre, Walking Festival and Ale
Trail, followed by the very successful Pride of Place, Station
Gardens and Plastic Bag Free initiatives; all still run strongly
today. CSATG also helped to found the Sustainable Tourism
Network(STN) bringing together the local councils with
the local Chamber of Trade, the National Trust, AONB and
Stretton Climate Care. With help from the tourism group,
the Chamber of Trade will launch a new initiative, The
Stretton Summer Festival on 20 June 2009.
However, perhaps the greatest success of the Group has
been in securing the accolade of being the first Walkers are
Welcome town in the Midlands. This has given the town its
deserved national profile as a premier walking destination.
That profile will be further enhanced next October when
the town will host the third annual national Walkers are
Welcome conference, providing the ideal opportunity

to showcase the attractions of the town and surrounding
Shropshire Hills.
Town Mayor Bob Welch paid tribute to the tremendous
contribution that John Woolmer and his volunteers have
made to restoring the economic well-being of the area after
the devastating effects of the foot and mouth disease in 2001.
Alan Garner was elected as the new Chairman, Barbara
Vickery as secretary and Trevor Halsey as treasurer, with
Anne Oakes Jones, Lee Chapman and other project
organisers on the Committee.
Alan acknowledged John’s great legacy of achievement
on which he pledged to build with the support of others. His
foremost priority is to involve many more tourism providers
in the Group’s work by:
• building self-help networking between tourism providers,
creating a forum for the exchange of views, information and
issues of common concern;
• contributing to the implementation of the comprehensive
Strettons’ sustainable tourism strategy;
• linking with all tourism bodies, nationally and locally, and
ensuring that the tourism industry is well represented at all
levels of government;
• providing the natural home as fund managers and support
body for the Group’s current projects and initiating other
such ventures in future.
Just before Easter, an updated version of the highly
successful marketing booklet: Where to Stay, Eat, Shop and
What to Do, leaflet will be launched. Supplies of the Church
Stretton Events Calendar for 2009 are already available free
of charge at the Church Stretton Visitor Information Centre.
More information is available from:
Alan Garner, Chairman, Tel: 723600 alangarner@wsol.co.uk

Trees in your garden

O
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his year is the 200th
anniversary of the composer
Joseph Haydn’s death (he
died on 31st May 1809) and many
choirs will be performing his famous
oratorio ‘The Creation’ as a tribute.
Stretton Choral Society however
is going one better! For our spring
concert, we’ll be giving probably the
first ever performance in Shropshire
of Haydn’s ‘The Seasons’ which he
wrote as a follow up to ‘Creation’.
Like the earlier work, this lesser
know oratorio is an imaginative,
colourful and extremely tuneful
piece.
More details of the performance,
which takes place at the School on
9th May, will follow in a later issue,
but if you would like to be involved
in this unique event, do come along
to one of our rehearsals. We meet
every Thursday in the URC from
7.30 – 9.00pm, and always welcome
new singers.
For further information, contact
choir secretary Pam Cole on 723604

FEBRUary 2009

n Wednesday 11th
February John Tuer will
be giving a talk on looking
after trees in your garden at the
Methodist Church Hall at 7.30pm
for the Tree Group. This is an open
meeting and will be of interest to
all of us who have trees to care
for. John is an excellent speaker
and a mine of information and
he will also be bringing a display
with him. Many new ideas about
planting, growing and pruning
trees to keep them healthy have
emerged in recent years through
research conducted in this country
and America. This talk will look at
how trees grow and how these new
methods can be used by gardeners
to maintain the beauty that trees
give to their gardens. There will be
plenty of time for questions. Tickets
are available on the door - £1.00
for members and £2.00 for nonmembers.
For more information about the event or the Tree Group contact Hilary Hymas,
Chair, on email: hilary.hymas@virgin.net or telephone 723208.

A Seasonal First

16/1/09 11:53:29

34

Dear Editors . . .
Is There a Future for Wind Farms?

I

refer to Mr Kerswell’s letter, ‘The future of
Hill Farming’, in which he asks for comments
from other readers on the prospect of the
construction of numbers of windmills on some
of the most beautiful parts of our countryside,
including National Trust property. It was only in
December that I resigned my membership of over
50 years, from the RSPB due to their proposal to construct
wind turbines on RSPB reserves (RSPB headquarters
confirmed this) after having opposed these elsewhere due to
potential danger to wildlife.
Unfortunately, I can’t resign from the National Trust.
Apart from the very real damage wind turbines and
wind farms do, in despoiling our country landscapes and
seascapes, plus the noise pollution and danger to wildlife,
they are the least effective and most expensive way of
generating electricity.
No wind farms would have been built without heavy
subsidy by the taxpayers. None of them have produced the
amount of electricity on which they were based. They suffer
from the real disadvantage that they produce no electricity
when the wind doesn’t blow, or when it blows too hard. This
requires permanent back-up from conventional generating
stations.
Wind generation is never going to solve our generation
problems, although if the government aims for the targets
agreed at recent environmental meetings, it will contribute
to the bankruptcy of the country.
Unless the government gets busy on nuclear generating
stations, we can look forward to suffering major blackouts in
the near future.
John Cox

Our Right to be Accepted and Valued
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I

do not like the word ‘jealous’. It is not so much as an
adjective as an insult. It does not describe; it judges
and condemns. ‘Jealous’ really means “afraid of being
rejected, unloved or despised”.
Everyone is born with the right to be accepted and
valued. But, we do not accept and respect everyone. In our
minds, we classify as ‘inferior’ those who have been born
weak or ‘different’ – those who will never win or become
rich.
Psychiatric hospitals and prisons are full of over-sensitive
people, who are depressed or homicidal because they feel
rejected. Tribesmen and young children accept people as they
are. The Bible tells us not to judge.
Yet, we keep fitting people into different pigeonholes,
separating those whom we like and respect from those we
don’t. By doing so, we are indirectly responsible for the
jealousy, misdemeanour or despair of those we reject.
We share in their guilt and degradation. They need our
compassion and redeeming love.
They do not deserve our scorn.
Simone Crawley

Correction
The captions for the ‘Spot the church Stretton Bag’ item in the
January issue should have read ‘With Sir Jimmy Saville – Peter
& Lesley Forbes. At Niagara Falls – Mrs Blanche Thomas’.
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Classification of Centuries

I

do not know what objective criteria Simone
Crawley uses for her classification of centuries
(Focus, January 2009) or for deciding that
‘atheistic’ centuries are also amoral. I do believe that
her wish that the current century will be religious
and spiritual is, sadly, well on the way to being
fulfilled.
We began the century with the spiritual Taliban
oppressing women and religious freedom in Afghanistan.
In September 2001 a group of young Muslims (with links
to Afghanistan), indoctrinated by their spiritual leaders
into believing that they were on a direct trip to paradise,
flew aircraft into buildings in the USA to kill thousands
of innocent people. In response, the spiritually inspired (if
verbally challenged) President Bush launched an invasion
of Afghanistan and of Iraq (which had not been involved
in those attacks). His religious friend, Tony Blair, deciding
his moral beliefs were a better guide than the secular
intelligence services, joined him to take this country into
one of the most morally dubious wars in our history. This
led to another group of religious young men retaliating by
blowing themselves and dozens of innocent people to pieces
in London.
The Middle East is a region that, to plagiarise HH
Munro, has always produced more religion than it can
consume locally. Here the Israelis (guilty of the same
violations of international law and UN Resolutions as the
Iraqis, but on the side of God because they are friends of
America) are currently attacking Muslim Palestinians who
have the effrontery to live in an area that the Jews claim was
gifted to them by the god who is shared by both groups (the
gift being conveniently documented in the book written by
the ancestors of the Israelis).
I wish Ms Crawley well for 2009. She might like to
reflect on the fact that, if she lived in some of the more
spiritually-inspired parts of the world, she would not only
lack the freedom to express her views in a journal such as
this, she might not even have been permitted to learn to
read and write. Personally. I should be happy for this to be a
secular century characterised by peace.
Michael Price

Community Spirit Thrives!

I relocated to Church Stretton one year ago, am an active
participant in local fundraising events and an enthusiastic
member of the local amateur dramatics society, The
Dorrington Players. Regrettably I had my mountain bike
stolen on my 40th Birthday, after rehearsals in the Silvester
Horne Institute.
A heartfelt thank you and appreciation goes to all the
well-wishers and especially The Dorrington Players who
promptly organised and contributed to a ‘whip round’ which
raised monies towards the purchase of a new mountain bike.
I am never surprised by the warmth and community
spirit of the residents of the Strettons. In an age of
opportunists that have to resort to crime, sadly, rural
communities are not immune! However, with the help of
the ‘Community Spirit’ we can be more aware and forgive
those who trespass against us as they are the weak ones. By
overcoming adversity in such a nice way, this sends a clear
message out to those that attempt to annihilate others!
Jane E Denton
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Dear Editors, continued
Provocative and Stimulating

A

re the extreme views expressed in letters and articles
in Focus by two regular contributors intended to be
provocative?
For example, having rather spoiled his Christmas
message to the community (Reg’s Ramblings, Focus,
December) by including disdainful reference to individuals

Methodist Voice
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ravel broadens the mind’, they say,
and it can also teach us important
lessons. The city and port of Syracuse
on the east coast of Sicily was colonised by the
Greeks in the seventh century BC. Because of its dominant
position in the Mediterranean it assumed great strategic
importance for the Greeks who spared nothing in their
efforts to make the city one of their finest. In fact, it once
rivalled Athens as the most beautiful and prosperous city
of the ancient Greek world. Its most famous citizen was
the mathematician Archimedes, and the so-called ‘Father
of Greek Tragedy’, Aeschylus, spent the later part of his life
there. The philosopher Plato visited the city several times in
the fourth century BC to advise on the principles of good
government. The Roman orator Cicero noted that Syracuse
knew “no day without sun”, which must have added to the
city’s many attractions.

who do not share his simplistic views, Reg goes on to decry
all social advances made since the 1960’s (Focus, January).
In the Letters section of the same issue of Focus, Simone
Crawley rubbishes the whole of the 20th century!
What other publication could give one such a
stimulating start to 2009?
M J Rossiter

One of its most remarkable buildings is the Cathedral.
Constructed on the site of the ancient Temple of Athene, the
same location has been in constant use as a place of worship
for 27 centuries. Still visible and incorporated into the
existing building are pillars from the original Greek temple,
in spite of damage suffered over the years by earthquakes.
Throughout different lengthy periods of domination by
the Greeks, the Romans, the Arabs and the Spanish prior
to Italian reunification in the late 19th century, generations
of people have used this place to worship their gods, Pagan,
Muslim and Christian alike.
We all have to adapt to change and sometimes lose track
of the passing of time, but we may be aware of the constant
instinct of man to worship and give thanks to someone other
than himself. The cathedral at Syracuse must be one of the
more remarkable living reminders of this instinct.

Community Council of Shropshire - Grassroot Grants

T

he Government Office of the Third Sector recently launched a new grant scheme called ‘Grassroots Grants’. Up to
£5k per application is available to small voluntary and community groups for the provision of activities and services
in their local area; just about any project is eligible.
Over the next 3 years, the Community Council of Shropshire has £363K to distribute to local groups.
Check our website to find out more: www.shropshire-rcc.org.uk
Tel 01743 360641 for more details

Call my Bluff
Wine Tasting Challenge

1. Goldfinger
2. Capon
3. Tony Manero
4. Owl (with trowel)
5. On Kennel
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Trivia Answers
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C

ome along and pit your
wits against a panel of
‘experts’ whose task will be
to entertain, bamboozle and inform
you with their wine knowledge. In
addition to the wine tastings, there
will be a light supper. The evening
starts at 7pm in Cardington Village
Hall. Numbers limited to 60, tickets
£12.50 available from 771540,
771405, 723353 or 723418. For more
information call 771540 or 723353 or
visit www.rushbury.org.uk

16/1/09 11:53:30

37

Engaging Issues: Explorations in Faith and Experience
1st Annual Lecture
By the Revd. Dr. John Polkinghorne KBE; FRS
Is there a Destiny after Death?
ohn Polkinghorne, distinguished physicist, theologian
and priest addressed a full house of over 110 people in
the URC at the beginning of December. He sought to
explore ideas of continuity of ‘the soul’ and yet was very
clear about the finality of death. He spoke as
follows.
‘We are not apprentice angels, spiritual
beings trapped in a fleshly body, but
psychosomatic unities. Of course, we have
both flesh and spirit, but we are a sort of
package deal. You can’t tear the two apart,
throw away this bit and keep the other bit.
It’s a single package deal.
‘We are going to have to re-conceive it.
We won’t have to think of it in that rather
ghostly way. The atoms in my body are
continually changing. I have very few atoms
in my body that were there even a few years
ago, so I am atomically completely distinct
from that schoolboy I was, so it isn’t material
continuity that is the thing that connects us
together. So what can it be?
‘It isn’t the matter of the body, but it is
the almost infinitely complex informationbearing pattern in which that matter, at any
one time, is organised. That’s what I think is the real me.
And that’s what I think is the human soul. That pattern,
of course, is immensely elaborate. That, of course, exactly
corresponds to the Christian hope, which is not, I think, of a
spiritual survival beyond death, but a true death, that death
is a reality, but is not the ultimate reality because the only
ultimate reality is God.
‘I don’t wish to suggest for a minute, that it removes all

J

the anguish or anger that we feel by the presence of cancer in
the world. Of course it doesn’t, it’s a very challenging and sad
aspect of things. But it’s not gratuitous. But it’s not something
that if God was a bit more competent, or a bit less callous, He
could easily have disposed of. It’s a shadow side, the inevitable
shadow side of that old creation in which creatures are allowed
to be themselves and to make themselves.
‘You will perceive there is a level of
speculation in what I say. Peter Berger, a
distinguished American sociologist wrote
‘A Rumour of Angels’, which is very
well worth reading, in which he takes a
number of pretty everyday events. He
says, ‘Stop a minute, and think about
what’s going on in there.’
‘If you think about it you see that
something deeper is going on than
appears on the surface. And it might be
like this. A child wakes up, frightened,
in the middle of the night from a bad
dream. The parent goes to the child,
and says ‘It’s all right.’ And Berger
says, ‘What’s going on there? Is that
a loving lie? We live in a world that
doesn’t look all right, a world of cancer
and concentration camps and so on.’
Nevertheless, the child psychologists tell
us that that reassurance is an important
part of that child growing into full humanity. I think it is an
expression of a deep-seated intuition that people have, that
despite the appearance of things, in the end, it will all be
well, that there will be a destiny beyond death; that we live,
not in a chaos, but in a cosmos.’
This is only an attempt to capture some highlights of
his thinking. A full copy of his lecture is available from Noel
Beattie 01694 725530.

Focus Goes Green

A

Apology
The Editors apologise to Councillor Tom
Beaumont for wrongly attributing his article
on the Church Stretton Christmas lights in
the January issue to Councillor Bob Welch.

StRETTON FOCUS
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promise seemingly higher
economic returns which turn
out to be short term. The FSC
does not encourage exploitation
of forests, but rather promotes
the equitable incorporation
of social and environmental
considerations when this does
happen.
The Forest Stewardship
Council’s standards are
the highest social and
environmental requirements in the forestry sector and they
have been proven to work across continents, forest types,
sizes and ownership. Focus is delighted to be part of this
venture.

FEbRUaRy 2009

s from this issue, Focus will be printed on paper
which is certified by the Forest Stewardship Council
(FSC). The FSC is a non-governmental, non-profit
organization that promotes the responsible management
of the world’s forests. Established in 1993 as a response
to concerns over global deforestation, the FSC is widely
regarded and provides an internationally recognized standard
in responsible forestry.
The FSC recognises the value of forests to improve social
and environmental standards in forest management practices
worldwide. Forests provide us with clean water, fresh air
and help combat global warming; they also provide food,
medicine and important natural resources such as timber.
If managed responsibly, forests and plantations benefit the
people dependent on forests and the global community at
large. However, in some countries as much as 80% of the
timber is harvested illegally, often in violation of human
rights and causing destruction of protected forests. A key
factor behind the threats faced by natural forests is the
perception by many societies that they lack economic value.
The extraordinary social and ecological value of forests in
comparison to other land uses is often not considered with
forests often being converted to other land uses which lack
many of the social and environmental values of forests but
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Leisure Centre Update:
the ‘good news’ and the ‘nearly good news!’

P

lans for the new Sports and Leisure Facility are
progressing apace. Detailed planning permission
was granted in November 2008 and, as planned, the
contractors started on site before Christmas. The community
appeal has raised £35,000 with more contributions coming in.
Our current target is £100,000. You can see the ‘thermometers’
at Church Stretton School and outside the Co-op.
Delay
There has been some slippage to the project and the opening
will be a little delayed; but in some ways this delay is actually
good news! It is all to do with the drains. There is a major
sewer running under the site, and it had been thought that
this would require a major re-route. A major re-route would
have been expensive. In the event Severn Trent have agreed
to a minor detour for the sewer, but this has meant that work
has had to be rescheduled so that the drainage work can be
done before work starts on the main sports hall. As a result
the sports hall is now expected to be completed in October
2009, with the community facilities completed by Christmas.

In the meantime specialist consultants have been
advising on making the project as ‘green’ as we can make
it. We had already intended to have the best possible
insulation and to use rainwater harvesting. We expect now
to have solar panels and an air source heat-pump to extract
as much heat as possible from the air. We have looked at
other heating and power possibilities including a wood-chip
burner, but these more ambitious schemes would not make
sense unless we were able to replace the heating system for
the swimming pool at the same time. This will need doing
soon anyway, but we just do not have the money for that
at the moment. Nevertheless, this project may well be the
most energy efficient Sports and Leisure Facility in the
County.
We look forward to the ground work starting in earnest
over the next three months. And we look forward even more
to some opening event in the autumn.
Charles West
Chair, Sports and Leisure Project Management Group.

What’s On at SpArC
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pArC Theatre in Bishop’s Castle has a really zany
production on Thursday 12th February. Loon &
Theatre Mimi will present Phileas P. Souper Tour, an
evening of multi-instrumental madness mixed with mime
in a melodramatic circumnavigation of the globe. Five
musicians and two miming clown artistes blend a wicked
sense of humour with sublime musicianship. The musicians
play a multitude of instruments including drums, marimbas,
piano, peanut tins, accordion, saw, guitar, tuned wine glasses
and bassoon to name but a few. Inspired by the silent movie
era Theatre Mimi take you on an hysterical, beautiful and
magical world trip, battling the elements, animals and
bicycle pumps. This performance will appeal to all ages. It
starts at 8pm and lasts for 1 hour 45 minutes including the
interval. Tickets are £6 adults and £4 children and students.
Music Workshop
Earlier in the day, at 4pm the company will also provide a music
workshop in the adjoining Community College Music Room.
Tickets for the workshop are £2. Anyone wishing to reserve tickets
either for the performance or the workshop should contact AnneMarie Jackson at the SpArC Box Office on 01588 630321 or
e-mail annemarie@castlecommunityleisure.org.uk

There is still an opportunity for any enterprising
community group, producer or performer to take advantage
of SpArC’s February Community Slot in which members
of the community can stage an event in this professional
theatre and take advantage of a package of support that
could include a guarantee against losses. Whether you
would like to invite a guest speaker for a key event, bring
a group of local musicians to perform or showcase a
production of your own, if you think you could make use
of this great opportunity talk to Anne-Marie on the above
number.

Calling All Volunteers!

T

he Shropshire Health for Africa Project (SHAPE)
is inviting you to join their fundraising team.
SHAPE is a Church Stretton based charity set up
by doctors from the Church Stretton medical practice and
their friends. As a UK registered charity SHAPE is working
towards reducing the gulf between the healthcare services
available to rural communities like ours in this country
and those available to rural communities in one of the
poorest countries in the world, Ethiopia. We aim to do
this by harnessing the skills, knowledge, energy, creativity,
generosity, and enthusiasm of our community.
We have already raised more than £16K which will
be used to buy equipment for a healthcare centre that will
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service a population of approximately 20,000. This exciting
news is a great step forward but we need to make sure this
momentum is maintained and the communities we help in
Ethiopia can count on our support in the future.
There are so many people in Church Stretton with great
ideas for fundraising and increasing awareness that we need
more people to help us make the most of every opportunity.
If you are interested in joining our friendly, informal team
of fundraisers and would like to help us bring about change
then please email us at mail@shapeafrica.org.uk or write
to us at the Church Stretton Medical Practice. For further
contact details please see our website www.shapeafrica.org.uk
Lorna Fontaine, (SHAPE Trustee)
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Women’s World Day of Prayer

O

Advertising Manager needed

W

ould any reader be interested in doing the job of advertising manager for this magazine! Advertising provides
crucial revenue which keeps Stretton Focus viable and is a valuable source of reference for services available in
the community. This has been previously organised by Graham Young so that anyone who takes over will have
a full set of records and Graham will give full support to anyone who may be interested.
If anyone is interested, please contact Graham Young on 724647
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Papua New Guinea is a land of many ethnic groups and
over 800 distinct languages of which more than half are
unrelated. As a result, there is great cultural diversity, yet the
women of Papua New Guinea have emphasized the oneness
there is in Christ.
In spite of gender inequality, women in Papua New
Guinea are beginning to take their place in professions
previously closed to them. There are now women who are
pilots, engineers, doctors, lawyers, judges, lecturers and also
officers in the military forces. In this way, they make a very
positive contribution to their nation.
Further information and resources can be found on the
Women’s World Day of Prayer website at
www.wwdp-natcomm.org

FEBRUary 2009

In Christ there are many members yet one body
n Friday 6th March over 3 million people worldwide
will be praying and worshipping together during
an annual day of prayer, using a service prepared by
Christian Women in Papua New Guinea.
Emma Wilcock, President of the National Committee
for Women’s World Day of Prayer in England, Wales and
Northern Ireland, said: “This is always an exciting day. The
extent of unity in prayer is shown by the fact that the first
service will begin at sunrise in Tonga and travel around the
world until the sun sets in neighbouring Western Samoa.
By then, the Day will have been celebrated in over 170
countries, and throughout England, Wales and Northern
Ireland alone over 5,000 services will have been held.”

16/1/09 11:53:31
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s part of national Marriage Week, we are inviting people to place
photos of their weddings on a display board in the Parish Centre.
Marriages today are under pressure in all sorts of ways, and the
tax system even significantly disadvantages married couples; yet copious
research shows that children overall are far more likely to get the best
start in life by being brought up by a couple who are committed to each
other for life. Come and have a look at the display and see who you might
recognise! Further details from the Mothers’ Union.
However, since many do feel wounded and rejected through conflicts
and breakdowns in family life, we also offer a prayer ministry to any
who are still suffering the adverse effects of difficulties in relationships,
including divorced and separated, also those who are widowed or failed
to find the right life partner. We also offer a wedding service for any who
are cohabiting, in order to help couples put their relationships on a more
secure foundation. We shall be speaking about marriage in services across
the parish on 8th February as part of a series on the Book of Ephesians.
From 15th February our Sunday morning programme will have a
new look: there will be a service of Holy Communion (as at present) at
8am, alternating between the old and modern liturgy, then there will be
a structured service, communion on all but the 4th Sunday in the month
when it will be Morning Worship, using the Common Worship book, at
9.30am. This will be followed by a more informal service for those who
like a freer form of worship, catering also for families and children and
teenagers, at 11am. We want to welcome back any who may have dropped
off attending church in recent times because the church was not offering
what catered for their needs, as we move forward in this venture of faith.
We are holding a special service for Education Sunday on Sunday 8th
February at 6pm in the Parish Centre (to make use of PowerPoint easier),
followed by refreshments. The speaker will be Mrs Kay Askew, Principal
of the North Liverpool Academy, which opened in 2005. This is one of
the largest in the UK, with 1,750 pupils from the combined Anfield and
Breckfield Comprehensives, and was “set to bring about a significant
improvement in secondary education facilities and…play a part in the
regeneration of the local community”. We welcome any who are interested
to this service, especially those involved in education locally, some of
whom will be taking part in the service.
At the time of writing, negotiations are continuing to be allowed to
make some changes to St. Laurence’s which allow us to welcome people
into a building where we are confident they will be warm, comfortable,
with display boards featuring various aspects of the life of the church
and the community, plus a toilet for the disabled and a number of other
facilities which are expected of a public building in the 21st century. Plans
have been on display. As soon as there is something definite to report, we
shall give further information. We want St. Laurence’s to be able to play its
full part in bringing God’s blessing to this community.
If anybody does have any pastoral needs or wishes to discuss any
matter, please do not hesitate to give me a ring on 722585.
Richard Hill (Rector)

Flicks in the Sticks
Mamma Mia
Saturday 2nd February
7.30pm Church Stretton School
Set on a colourful Greek island, the plot
serves as a background for a wealth of
great ABBA songs which are used in
remarkably appropriate ways. A young
woman about to be married discovers
that any one of three men could be
her father. She invites all three to the
wedding without telling her mother,
Donna, who was once the lead singer
of Donna and the Dynamos. In the
meantime, Donna has invited her
backup singers, Rosie and Tanya……
Flicks in the Sticks invites you to come
and relive the music!
A Band’s Visit
Wednesday, 6th February
7.30pm All Stretton Village Hall
The story of an Egyptian police
marching band, stranded in a small
Israeli town. Eran Kolirin’s sweet little
film has a few sharp points to make
about Jewish-Arab relations, but most
of the laughs spring from good oldfashioned miscommunication and
embarrassment. Stranded and unable
to contact their embassy, the marching
band are forced to seek shelter with the
bemused locals, and must endure a long
night of confusion, social gaffes and
unrequited lust.
Sixty Six
Wednesday, 11th February
7.30pm Hope Bowdler Village Hall
The film stars Helena Bonham Carter
and is the story of Bernie who is
looking forward to his Bar Mitzvah.
However, this is the summer of 1966
and World Cup fever grips Britain,
so Bernie’s ceremony looks set to be a
complete disaster. Tickets £4 and £2
and Refreshments during the interval

December Weather

W

ell, we certainly had a cold December. The mean temperature was only 38.31F which is the
lowest since 1996. Last year it was 40.07F, quite a difference and such a long dry spell as well
with 11 consecutive dry days from the 20th to the 31st. Maximum temperature was a balmy
54F on the 19th, 21st and 22nd but after that temperatures plummeted and on the 31st we had our first
maximum of below freezing point for 12 years when the mercury stopped at 29.3F (-1.5C).
During the month we had several days when temperature inversions left us with thick fog in the town but bright
sunshine on the Long Mynd with the result that there were some fantastic scenes to be enjoyed for those lucky enough
to be up there to see them. The valleys thick with fog were like a sea with Caradoc, Ragleth etc protruding like islands.
As a result of the long cold dry spell there was very little rain, and it only snowed partly on one day with the total
coming in at just 1.84 inches, well below the average of 3.1 and last years 2.9. There were 19 air frosts, again the highest
in 12 years, and 24 ground frosts, the highest in 32 years with 18 consecutive days of ground frost from the 1st to the
18th.However, with three days in addition at the end of November we had a run of 21 days of frost.
R Smart
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ACORN WHOLEFOOD CAFÉ

All ages and abilities welcome
Individual or with friends
In the comfort of your own home
Testimonials available
Please phone Deanna
for further information
07906 174558

21 Years Old - But have you visited us yet?
Not a vegetarian café, just excellent, healthy,
truly homemade food from jam to hummus.
Open every day except Wednesday, 9.30 - 5.00
Pop in for a coffee, scrumptious cake,
lovely lunch or afternoon tea.
Dog friendly, tranquil tea garden in the sun.

GOOD TIMING!

Doreen Hall MA Counselling

Cleaning Service
One-off Spring clean or regular hours
Please phone 01694 724871/07769 706403
We do the hard so you don’t have to!

I am a Mature and Experienced
Counsellor and Supervisor
Ring 01694 751288
to book an initial meeting

LOGS FOR SALE

Pilates by Selena Liebrecht

£60 per load with nets at £2 per net
Richard Wrench 07982 918332
Andrew Walker 07531 414944

Percy’s Memories ‘Then and Now’

W

where I collected them and then displayed them in my shop
showing off their lovely pink underside. Thence on to my
main supplier at Ryton Farm for potatoes, carrots, onions,
and other root crops plus ‘freshly cut’ green vegetables.
Often I would ‘set to’ and cut my own requirements, on a
frosty morning. It took only about 10 minutes to warm up!
Now, were this local supply still available today then
the Co-op could have a cabbage on display with a touch
of frost or new potatoes with Mother Earth still moist on
their skins. Ryton Farm is still thriving but because of the
difficulty in attracting local labour they now use Polish
workers and mechanical means. The produce is then
delivered in bulk to distribution centres. EEC Regulations
are confusing in their interpretation.
What then is the difference in quality or flavour of a
curved banana or a bent cucumber to a straight one? I solved
the cucumber problem quite easily. I purchased the bent ones
at half price, cut them in two and sold each half separately!
Reference December issue of Focus, Land Army girl
Marie Evans, a lovely lady who I referred to as the Good
Samaritan because she was invariably loaded with shopping
bags, mostly ‘other peoples’!
Percy Edward Tarbuck

‘Centenary Celebration II’: Saturday 14th March, 7.30 pm at the United Reform Church, Church Stretton.
Another concert by The More Singers (Director Richard Silk) celebrating the lives of three famous composers, Purcell
(b. 1759), Handel (d. 1759) and Mendelssohn (b. 1809). The programme contains such favourites as Handel’s
Coronation Anthem The King Shall Rejoice and Mendelssohn’s Hear my Prayer.
The instrumentalists are Richard Walker on organ and his wife Gay on French horn. The concert is repeated at
St Nicholas’ Church, Churchstoke on Tuesday 17th March, also at 7.30 pm.
For further enquiries, please ring 01694 724078.
Richard Clements
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More Singers Concert

FEBRUary 2009

ith reference the comments made by that
stalwart of Church Stretton society, John
Woolmer, in the December’s Focus, I fully
support his view on what an excellent job our local Co-op
does for the community. He mentions the problem of
obtaining local produce. The sad truth is that under present
trading conditions shoppers have come to expect out of
season produce from countries worldwide. However, a
fresh strawberry, raspberry or plum, grown in a temperate
climate has no equal. Bananas dispatched green and
artificially ripened, lack flavour, plus the fact that they are
often stored in a cold room, which is a big mistake.
There are various outlets such as farm shops, which sell
their own produce, but when they run out or the soil is not
suitable for certain vegetables, then shops must fill the gap
and buy in from the big wholesale markets, ie Wolverhampton
or Birmingham, but where they are still sold as ‘freshly cut
today, madam’. To illustrate how trading methods have
changed, due in part to public demand for produce to be
washed, cleaned and packed in plastic bags, oven ready, I must
take you back some 20 years when I used to go out into the
local countryside and ‘forage’ for my produce.
A typical day was a trip to Longnor where I would
pick up some small items, then on to the mushroom farm

URC Hall Monday Mornings
For further details and bookings please call
Selena on 01694 781660
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