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What’s On in

If you wish to know the times of regular meetin

3 WEDNESDAY

CS Methodist Network Group
Rev. Joseph Gomez
2.30pm Methodist Hall

Dorrington Players Drama Group
Play reading for fun. Members of the public
very welcome. Refreshments. No charge.
7.30pm AS Village Hall

4 THURSDAY
Focus AGM

7.30 pm Mayfair

5 FRIDAY

Country Market
8.45am Mayfair

6 SATURDAY

All Stretton Open Gardens and
Scarecrow Trail
Programmes and refreshments from
AS VH 11.00am-6.00pm

7 SUNDAY

Diddlebury Open Garden
Tickets £4 (adults) from Village Hall
12noon – 6.00pm
Stoke St Milborough Gardens also open
1-6pm

See Page 37➤
National Trust

History of the Hills Walk.
Leader Alan Brisbourne
1.00pm CS Station or
2.00pm CMV Chalet Pavilion – 4.00pm

Oddfellows Charity Garden Party
For Severn Hospice and Mayfair
Afternoon-evening at‘Highlands’ Hazler Rd,
Tickets £25 Booking Essential
Tel: Alan Hyatt 723737
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On in the Strettons in June

3

regular meetings of societies and groups, please consult the list of societies and their contacts in the yellow pages.

8 MONDAY

Stretton Cancer Care Open Meeting.
Buffet Supper. Speaker: Consultant Surgeon,
Mr C Hinton.
7.00pm Mayfair All welcome

See Page 38➤

10 WEDNESDAY
RNLI

Coffee Morning
10.30 am. to 12 noon The White House, 30
Shrewsbury Road, CS

CS Methodist Network Group
Air Ambulance talk by Richard Night
2.30pm Methodist Hall

Leisure Centre Residents Meeting
6.00pm CS School

See Page 27➤

11 THURSDAY

Little Stretton Village Hall Annual
General Meeting
7.30pm Thursday 11th June

See Page 27➤

12 FRIDAY

Country Market
8.45am Mayfair

Senior Citizens Group
Wheelbarrow Farming Part 2( doesn’t matter
if you missed Pt 1) with J & D Poundford
2.30pm URC Hall

Book launch:
‘Portrait of the Shropshire Hills’
by Robin Jukes-Hughes
5 - 8pm Burway Books

13 SATURDAY

Orienteering Event
11.00am- 3.30pm CMV

St Milburga’s Garden Party

Mayfair Community Centre
Quiz with Ken Willis
7.30pm Mayfair Centre
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How and where will be the focus of our
thoughts and discussion. Tell us your experiences and difficulties. All welcome.
6pm Methodist Church

15 - 22 MONDAY - FRIDAY

Independent Booksellers’ Week
Burway Books. See shop window for details
of events and visiting authors.

15 MONDAY

Window Shopping
Exploring Christian spirituality
7.30pm AS Village Hall

See Page 21➤

16 TUESDAY

All Stretton Women’s Institute
‘Native Owls’ Speaker: Gillian Hales
7.30pm AS Village Hall

17 WEDNESDAY

CS Methodist Network Group
Any Questions with Guest Panel
2.30pm Methodist Hall

19 FRIDAY

Country Market
8.45am Mayfair

20 SATURDAY

Church Stretton Summerfest
All Day in the town

See Page 34➤

Ticklerton Folk Dance
8pm till late Ticklerton Village Hall

21 SUNDAY

RSPB Craven Arms Branch

26 FRIDAY

Country Market
8.45am Mayfair

27 SATURDAY

Hope Bowdler Village Fete
Come and enjoy an Edwardian afternoon to
celebrate the 100th year of the Hall
2.30pm HB Village Hall

See Page 41➤

Cancer Research UK
Plant Sale
10am to 2pm, at 6 Ragleth Rd, CS

Garden Party
hosted by Anita and David Oliver. Proceeds
for Mayfair and a UN charity. Enquires to
Mayfair.
1.30-4.30 pm. The Orchard, Ryton

See Page 8➤

Severn Hospice
Tea party to celebrate the 20th.anniversary
of the Hospice
2.30-4.30 pm Parish Centre

Abbreviations

AS = All Stretton
CA = Craven Arms
CMV = Carding Mill Valley
CS = Church Stretton
HB = Hope Bowdler
LS = Little Stretton
NT = National Trust
SHDC = Shropshire Hills Discovery
Centre
SHI = Silvester Horne Institute
TC = Town Council
URC = United Reformed Church

Wildlife walk at the Stiperstones (NNR)
10.00am in NNR car park

See Page 29➤

23 TUESDAY

CS and District Flower Club
‘Moments of Passion and Delight’
Eileen Gill from Isle of Man
7.30pm AS Village Hall

25 THURSDAY

CS Methodist Network Group
Annual General Meeting
Chair: Rev Joseph Gomez
2.30pm Methodist Hall

Except yellow pages

FOCUS AGM
Thursday 4th June
7.30pm
Mayfair

StReTTOn FOCuS

Plants, Books, Bric A Brac, Tombola,
Cakes, Cream Teas And Lots More
Admission £1 Please Support Us
1.30-4.30pm

Encountering God –

June 2009

Stretton Climate Care

14 SUNDAY

15/5/09 12:06:31
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Scouting In The Strettons
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ock climbing, archery, Duke of Edinburgh’s Award, abseiling, helping others, water sports, fire lighting,
camping, geocaching, making new friends, first aid, potholing, circus skills, shooting, games, snowboarding,
computing, skateboarding, cooking, music, learning new skills, conservation.
Quite a long list isn’t it? Well these are just a few of the activities that have been done and are being planned by
the new 2nd Long Mynd Explorer Scout Unit. Interested? To join you can be male or
female and must be between the ages of 14 and 18. For further details please contact
Brian Faulkener on 01694 723567. If you are a different age you can also contact
Brian as you may be able to join the Section relevant to your age group.
We currently meet weekly during term time with the opportunity of plenty of
adventure at weekends and in the holidays. We are looking for new members to come
and join in the fun and be involved in planning our exciting programme of activities.
No previous Scouting experience is required.
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So who are Explorer Scouts?
Explorer Scouts are the fourth Section of the Scouting family (coming after
Beavers, Cubs and Scouts). In Scouting, we believe that young people develop most
when they are ‘learning by doing’, when they are given responsibility, work in teams,
take acceptable risks and think for themselves. Explorer Scouts provides all these
opportunities.
What is Scouting?
Scouting is the largest peace movement in the world and is currently active in
216 countries and territories with a global membership of over 28 million. Two thirds
of the international membership are in developing countries. In the UK The Scout
Association provides adventurous activities and personal development opportunities
for 400,000 young people aged 6-25. Personal development means promoting the
physical, intellectual, social and spiritual well-being of the Scouting individual,
helping them achieve their full potential.

14-18? JOIN EXPLORERS!

15/5/09 12:06:32
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Murder in Church Stretton

I
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Doughty was transferred under police guard to the RSI
and the next day, 25th October, was formally charged with
their murders. He was extremely psychologically damaged
and declared clinically insane. He denied the murders.
Locals knew him as a quiet, private man who
had been married to Edith for five years. This was his
second marriage: his first wife was severely disabled
with rheumatoid arthritis and had been almost totally
dependent on John for the last ten years of her life. After
she died he married Edith who was the local district nurse.
Two years later they had Kathleen who they both adored.
The Doughty’s had a lodger, Miss Emily Tait, who
worked at the nearby café, and she reported that John
had seemed perfectly normal when she breakfasted with
him that morning. Edith and Kathleen had still been in
bed when she left for work around 8.30am. Neighbours
had seen no strangers in the vicinity that morning. Police
were initially perplexed as to why such a quiet, devoted
family man would kill his wife and daughter and then try
to take his own life. But when
they searched the house they
found over 100 unopened letters
including many unpaid bills and
final demands: Doughty was
in debt by about £100 (today’s
equivalent would be many
thousand pounds). It seemed
Doughty had been driven mad
with worry by these mounting
debts and his consequent inability
to provide for his family. In his
disturbed mind the only way to
avoid the potential disgrace of
possible bankruptcy was to first
kill his family, then himself.
John Doughty appeared
before magistrates in Church
Stretton a few days after
the murder, on a stretcher
and wrapped in a blanket.
Throughout the proceedings his only words were “I don’t
remember doing it”. He was remanded in custody. At
subsequent court appearances magistrates heard that he
had complained of suffering severe pains in his head for
several weeks before the murder. All he could recall of the
events of 24th October was coming around in the yard and
hearing someone say “Give him some brandy”.
The magistrates, with no authority to consider his
mental state at the time, and with a coroner’s jury having
already recorded two counts of wilful murder against
Doughty, had no choice but to commit him for trial at the
next Shropshire Assizes. He was found “guilty but insane,”
and ordered to be detained as a criminal lunatic at His
Majesty’s pleasure.
Hilary Jones
Hilary’s footnote: I have to confess a personal interest in
this gruesome murder, which I remember my late father
telling me about: not only do my good friends Sheila
and Bob Cashmore now live at that property, but I also
work in Newsworld (once Doughty’s shop). Moreover,
Harold Holmes, who would have been 24 at the time he
discovered the murders, was my father.
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n 1924, 64 year old John Doughty ran a grocers shop in
Sandford Avenue, Church Stretton (where Newsworld
now stands) and lived in the rooms above it with his
wife, Edith, and their three year old daughter, Kathleen. On
the morning of Friday 24th October neighbours and passers
by noticed that the shop was not open for business as usual.
Nearby was Stretton Cafe (now Wright’s Estate Agents),
popular with locals and tourists alike; indeed many local
people would have tea or coffee there on their way to work.
Just after 9.00am a child playing in the café’s back garden
heard moaning coming from the back of Doughty’s shop.
Harry, the shop’s errand boy, found the shop still locked
up when he arrived for work and no one answered his
knocks on the door. He went around the back and found
John Doughty unconscious in the yard. His calls for help
were heard by local newsagent Harold Holmes who was in
the café at the time. He ran through to the back of the cafe
and climbed over a high brick wall to get into Doughty’s
yard. He noticed an open window, over 20 feet up, and
thought Doughty may have fallen
through it. There was no sign of
Doughty’s wife or daughter so
Harold began to bang on the back
door. By now a crowd had gathered
behind the café and Harold sent
someone to fetch the police and a
doctor. Meanwhile he tried all the
doors and windows to try to gain
access, eventually finding an insecure
window. He scrambled through it
into the kitchen and was met by a
devastating sight: blood covered the
floor and the bloody bodies of Edith
and Kathleen lay by the fireplace.
They both had serious head wounds
but were still just about alive, Edith
unconscious and Kathleen making
occasional convulsive movements.
When Dr Higginson arrived
very shortly afterwards he thought
it unlikely that Edith and Kathleen would survive, their
injuries were so bad, but they were both rushed to the Royal
Salop Infirmary in Shrewsbury (now The Parade Shopping
Centre) in the hope of saving them. Dr Higginson then
drove the unconscious Doughty in his car to the Church
Stretton Infirmary (which was on Shrewsbury Road, roughly
where St Laurence’s Primary School now stands) where he
regained consciousness shortly after. Despite the height
from which he appeared to have fallen he had no broken
bones, just concussion and a back injury. His clothes were
stained with blood and as the police found no evidence of an
intruder at the shop they concluded that he must have been
there when his wife and daughter were attacked. There was
no sign of forced entry and nothing seemed to have been
stolen. All the doors and windows were secured from the
inside with the exception of the small one through which
Harold Holmes had gained entry. A large axe was propped
against a chair in the kitchen, covered in blood, and had
obviously been used as the murder weapon.
Sadly, but unsurprisingly given the extent of their
injuries, little Kathleen died later that day at noon and her
mother, Edith, at 10.00 that evening.
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Arts Festival Invites Children to Join In

G

ood news for families! This year we have three events
that will appeal to both parents and children. Firstly,
the free morning Coffee Concert in St Laurence’s
Parish Church on 22nd July will feature the delightful Babar
the Elephant, who leaves the jungle and learns about ‘city
life’ to civilise the Jungle on his return when he is made king.
The story will be
told with words
and music.
Next is the
evening event on
29th July, entitled
‘The ThousandPetalled Lotus
Flower Story’,
told by a narrator,
Cassandra Wye,
who is a renowned and expert story teller who has performed
all over the world. She will tell us about a mouse who went
in search of a husband (but only if he passes a crucial test),
the holy cat who went on a pilgrimage and came back
changed (or did he?), those following a stairway to heaven
who get more than they bargain for, and, of course, this
most unusual flower with a tale to tell. All the stories are
accompanied by two outstanding musicians weaving the
melodies of Indian classical music into the story-telling.
Indian snacks will be on sale during the interval.
The following afternoon we look forward to welcoming
families to ‘The Mowgli Stories’, from Rudyard Kipling’s
The Jungle Books, describing the adventures of this human
baby found and reared by a family of wolves, his life with
them and the problems he faces on re-entering the human
world. This performance will feature masks, puppets and
song and will be a lot more exciting than the Disney film. In
addition, there will be competitions, involving many of the
town’s traders (see below). Children’s tickets for these two
events are only £2.50.
More details at www.strettonfestival.org.uk
Of course, all these events will, like all good children’s
stories and music, appeal to adults as well.
George Roby 01694 722159.
Competitions for Children
Calling all children up to the age of 16. We have four
competitions for you; in each there will be a prize for the

Art Competition

June 2009 mag.indd 6
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ynd Art & Toys are looking for talented young artists (children up to 12
years old) to create an exhibition of art work to be displayed in the shop
during August.
So why not enter our free art competition?
Entries should be A4 size done in pencil, pen, paint, pastels, collage or mixed media.
The theme for the art is “All creatures great and small”
Every entrant will receive a 10% discount to be spent in the shop.
Entries to be submitted by 25th July 2009 to the shop.
Please put your name, age, address, tel. number and school on the back of your picture.
All entries will be displayed in the shop and the winning piece will be framed for you
to keep!

June 2009

best entry for those under nine and another for those aged
nine and over.
The Mowgli Shop Window Competition.
There will be a small animal in many of the shop
windows in Church Stretton from Monday 13th July.
These shops will display a Mowgli poster in their window.
You should collect a form from Mynd Art and Toys, say
what animal you have seen, what shop it was in and what
the name of the animal is in the Jungle Book. There are
about ten animals to spot. When you have finished, return
the form to Mynd Art and Toys before midday on Tuesday
28th July. The winners will be announced at the interval
of the Mowgli Show on Thursday 30th July.
The Mowgli Mask Competition.
If you go to Scrappies and show your Mowgli tickets
they will give you (free!) a mask and some materials which
you can use to decorate it to represent one of the animals
in the Jungle Book. When you come to the show you can
wear your mask and at the interval winners will be chosen
by one of the actors. Note that Scrappies opens 11am-7pm
on Wednesdays and 10am-2pm on Saturdays.
The Lotus Flower Competition.
The Lotus Flower is a sort of water lily which is thought
to have mysterious magical powers as it closes and sinks in
the night only to open out floating on the water and beautiful
in the day. The
petals are associated
with stories and
myths from India
and Egypt, some
of which will be
narrated at the
concert.
Draw or paint
a lotus flower with
mysterious vivid
colours. Put your name and address and age on the back
and hand it in as you come to the ‘Story of the Thousand
Petalled Lotus Flower’ on Wednesday 29th July. We shall
announce the winners at the end.
Babar the Elephant Competition.
Draw or paint a picture of any elephant and hand it in
with your details and age on the back at the coffee concert
on Wednesday 22nd July. At the end of the concert the
winners will be announced.
Roger Stokes

7
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The May Fayre

Face Painting by Julie Price on sisters Rose & Flora Blackman

Annabel Rehana in a special Mayfair May Day bonnet

A big audience to watch the pupils from Church Preen Cof E
School dancing around the Maypole

Sue Wood crowns the Mayfayre Queen and King - Lauren
Hughes (10 yrs) and Michael Robinson (9yrs)

StReTTOn FOCuS June 2009

Mayfair News
IT Mayfair Community Centre in Church Stretton is offering complete beginners the opportunity to learn about
digital photography on two evenings in June. Participants will learn some of the techniques needed to transform ordinary
everyday photographs into something a little more special. The tutor is Nic Sansom, an experienced photographer with
a comprehensive knowledge of cameras, photo-editing and print. He is an enthusiastic teacher and runs these occasional
courses to give others the chance to understand the ‘magic’ of digital. Course runs
June 2nd & 9th: 6–9 pm: cost £21. Please ring or call at Mayfair to book.
Pilates at Mayfair is now on Wednesdays 1.15-2.15pm and 2.15-3.15pm. The
tutor is Selina Liebrecht. A 6 week course costs £23.40 or a single session £5.50.
Places are limited so please book.
SummerFest at Mayfair: the Centre will be open on June 20th for the SummerFest.
We will be showing for one day only the Oddfries Quilting and Patchwork Exhibition
with sales table. There will also be some interesting craft stalls, drinks and cakes.
Saturday June 27 from 1.30 to 4–30p.m.
Garden Party, hosted by Anita and David Oliver at The Orchard, Ryton. Proceeds split
between Mayfair Community Centre and a UN charity. For details enquire at Mayfair.

June 2009 mag.indd 7

£100
£20

April 2009
140
£50 177
39
£10 222
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Church Stretton Town Council - Community Matters

T

The Shuttle Bus

D

on’t forget that the Shuttle Bus is now
running again on Saturdays, Sundays and
Bank Holidays. It’s a great way to get up to
the top of the Long Mynd, over to Bridges or even as
far as The Bog for tea. Buses run every hour between
9.10 and 16.10 (except 12.10) from the valley, and
three minutes later from Beaumont Road (there isn’t a
Shuttle Stop sign or timetable, but the bus does stop
there).
It’s incredibly good value for money, so make sure
you try it!

Trivia Corner No 50 by Ken Willis
1. What colour on the Irish flag represent the
Protestants?
2. What is a whist competition or tournament called?
3. Which TV family has characters, Barbara, Denise,
Jim and Anthony?
4. What word can go before DOWN, JUMPING and
OFF?
5. In ‘Last of the Summer Wine’, which character was
played by Kathy Staff?

StRETTON FOCUS
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SummerFest and Skate Park opening.
Church Stretton Area Partnership
This group was set up some years ago, backed by the
then South Shropshire District Council, to support local
initiatives, the money coming from increases in the ‘second
homes tax’ and Advantage West Midlands. Many local
projects have benefited over the years, and, following the
AGM on 30th June 2009, we will wait to see the further
development of this group under the new Unitary authority.
Economic Development and Town Profile
Several groups have recently come under this banner, with a
collective aim to further the prosperity and development of
the town of Church Stretton. We, at the Council, are aiming
to work in conjunction with the various organisations, and
have ‘reorganised’ our Market and Community Regeneration
Committee to be the Economic Development Committee
– to collectively bring about a closer co-ordinated approach
under the new Unitary authority.
Silvester Horne Institute
The SHI is a registered Charity owned and managed by
the Town Council as Corporate Trustees. We are currently
looking at how we can improve the building, make it more
user friendly and attract increased usage. Any ideas from the
public would be most welcome.
Planning Matters
Full details of decisions and current planning applications
can be viewed in the Council Office window at 60
High Street and on the Town Council website www.
churchstretton.co.uk or at www.shropshire.gov.uk
Mrs Christine Harvey, Town Clerk
Cllr Tom Beaumont, Town Councillor

June 2009

Annual Assembly Meeting
he ‘open forum’ meeting was held at the Silvester
Horne Institute on Tuesday, 28th April 2009 and
was reasonably well attended by the public. It is
unfortunate that we cannot attract more of our residents to
attend this annual meeting, which gives an account of all
that the Council is working on for the well-being and needs
of the residents at large. All reports presented to the meeting
and the minutes taken are available to view at the Town
Council offices and on line at the Town Council website –
www.churchstretton.co.uk.
Charities Day, Market Square
A very colourful array of stalls was present in the Market
Square on Saturday, 25th April, sponsored by the Town
Council in aid of the charities. The regular Saturday market
stalls were also there, to complement the gathering. A very
big ‘thank you’ to Steve Bownes and his team for erecting
and dismantling his colourful stalls for this occasion. This is
a yearly event, which has become increasingly popular since
the Town Council first introduced it in 2000, and its aim is
to showcase local as well as worldwide charities.
Affordable Housing
The South Shropshire Housing Association sites at Watling
Street North and Lutwyche Road are well on target to release
the six units (WSN) and five units (LR) in June/July this
year to rent. The further 15 units at WSN will be released in
various stages throughout the next six to nine months and
may be a mixture of rent and shared-ownership.
‘Where to Stay, Eat, Drink and Shop’
This really detailed free booklet, produced by Church
Stretton Area Tourism Group, with some external funding,
is available from many outlets throughout Church Stretton.
Certainly this is an ideal reference booklet for all those
visitors, friends, relations, etc who come to visit and stay in
Church Stretton.
Tennis Court
The new all weather tennis court is now up and running
and is a great addition to the existing two all weather courts,
making the playing season for all tennis enthusiasts much
longer. It also enables the coaching of juniors to be much
more flexible and allows for more public use. The Tennis
Club must be congratulated in securing the funding for this
court, to which the Town Council also granted £5,500.
Skate Park
Following the RoSPA inspection on 28th April, with some
minor modifications, this facility is now open for general
public use. It is hoped that this can give our younger
generation a much-needed pastime to enjoy, especially
during the coming summer months. Users are reminded to
act sensibly; to wear the required protective clothing; to use
it only for the purpose intended and to respect other users of
the park and nearby residents. It is hoped that an ‘Opening
Event’ will take place on 20th June to coincide with the
Town’s SummerFest.
Park Open day
On 20th June the Town Park is holding an Open Day where
people are invited to come along to experience what is on
offer. It is hoped that the Bowls, Croquet and Tennis clubs
will be on hand to show visitors how it’s done and to let
people have a taster session. This event complements the

15/5/09 12:06:35
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All About Focus

The (very big) Distribution Team
es, the Distribution Team for Stretton
Focus number 77 in all (including the
Distribution Manager and his wife!)
In the last issue you heard how the
Production Team concluded their efforts
by sending a CD to WPG our printers in
Welshpool. The next time that CD appears
is when the Distribution Manager arrives at
Welshpool to collect the 1500 copies of the
magazine (hot off the press) which WPG
have printed (and to bring back the CD to
the Production Team). By luck the 14 boxes
containing these copies fit (just) into the
boot of my car!
Back in Church Stretton the activity
starts on Friday morning at 8.30 with a visit
to Newsworld, Spar and the Co-op to deliver their sales
copies (and to collect their takings for last month). You may
well have seen one of us trying to put posters, advertising
the magazine, on the doors at
the Co-op as they open and
close to let in customers! Then
it’s on to the URC hall where
a team of four early stalwarts
gather for the main event.
About 1200 copies need to be
collated into individual packs
for each of 75 Distributors who
will then deliver to their own
“customers”. And believe it or
not, that is all achieved by
9.30 am!
Then it’s everything back
into the car and off to the
pick-up points (five in all)
where the Distributors will be

Y

expecting to pick up their packs – and
to the Visitor Information Centre,
Longmynd Filling Station and the
Mayfair Centre, the other sale points.
All is complete by about 11.00 am
from an 8.30 start – but that’s not the
end of the story – just the beginning.
Over the next couple of days the
Distributors will collect their packs and
deliver them to your homes.
Meanwhile, behind the scenes,
there’s still much to do. As the next
few hours unfold the ‘phone calls and
e-mails will start. With 75 Distributors
packs there is just the chance that one or
two may have been miscounted, which
means we need to get extra copies to
them quickly. There will be changes (new subscribers, people
moving house etc) which must be added to the computerised
database. Once all these changes have been loaded we can
then let the database drive
out the requirement details
for each Distributor’s needs
for next month’s issue.
So, on it goes. Each
month the process is the
same but the challenges are a
little bit different - and that’s
what keeps it exciting!
By the way, you probably
already know, but I’m always
looking for new Distributors
so if you’d consider being
part of the team please phone
Richard on 724106.
Richard Carter

Royal Mail Services April Weather

D
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aken overall April seemed to be a rather dry
month even though the first week registered rain
almost daily but the amounts were small. It was
not until the 15th that any real rain of any significance
fell; before that it was just a dusting of rain, if that’s the
right way to describe it, that fell. Before that it was
0.02 ins and 0.03 ins and even on one day ‘trace’ was recorded which means
we had rain but it wasn’t enough to leave any residue at the bottom of the
glass. But on the 15th we had 0.86 ins and that was followed by eight days
of dry weather until the deluge of 0.06 ins(!) on the 24th.
The total rain for the month was 1.87ins compared to 2.50 ins last year
and this for April is a good result, enough rain to help the gardens but not
too much nor too concentrated to spoil the holiday makers. In fact we had
21 dry days in April but 27 is the best and that as far back as 1995.
The temperatures were good too, a maximum of 71.6F on the 19th
and a minimum of 29.3F on the 5th. So we had frosts on 5 days which is
not surprising for April but the maximum is 16 in 1994 so a good result for
gardeners who took precautions. The mean temperature at 50.45F is a new
high just slightly above 1997 when it was 50.33F (the mean is the average of
maximum and minimum for the month divided by 30) and well above last
year’s 47.30F.
So not a bad month at all and a month which really did have the feel of
spring about it.
Robert Smart

June 2009

espite the lobbying of the Town
Council and a local petition of
residents, Royal Mail is closing its
Church Stretton Delivery Office on the
Mynd Industrial Estate in early June and is
transferring operations to its Craven Arms
Office. The Town Council has been given
assurances that there will be no deterioration
in the mail delivery services locally as a
result of this move. Consequently, the
Town Council would be grateful for any
evidence from residents about whether or
not previous standards of service are being
maintained, so that we are in a position to
collate any feedback for maximum effect
when making any representations to the
Royal Mail, as proved necessary in Much
Wenlock, when they recently closed the
Delivery Office there.
Please write to the Town Clerk,
Church Stretton Town Council, 60, High
St., Church Stretton, SY6 6BY or email:
secretary@churchstretton-tc.gov.uk
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South Shropshire Rambles

Learning about Icons
he icons I am learning about, and
learning to write, are not computer
icons but ancient and often beautiful
representations of persons, and they are full
of spiritual meaning. For nearly 2,000 years
Christian artists have been using techniques probably learned
from the funerary portraits of Egypt to convey something of
the depth of holiness which had been seen in Christ, in his
Mother the Holy Theotokos, and in the Saints.
It is the Orthodox Church which has sustained this
tradition of icon writing and which has its own deep tradition
of understanding the presence of the icons themselves and the
understanding of what is written in them. Leonid Uspensky,
probably the most noted Russian iconographer of the 20th
Century, believed that “through the Icon, the western world
is beginning to penetrate the soul of the Orthodox Church
and comprehend her aspirations,” and there is certainly a
great interest nowadays in learning to paint or write icons.
‘Write’ is the correct term because much theology, scripture
and interpretation is written into the work and those with
the true Orthodox understanding can read it. It is therefore
necessary, for those who want to learn, to use a ‘prototype’ - an
icon to copy from - and to seek a good teacher. Providentially
there are people with the skills and desire to initiate others
into the painting techniques - using tempera and natural
colours on wood covered with bright white gesso - and who
can encourage those personal attitudes which have produced
powerful works of iconography through the centuries. The
painting method uses the colours in a different sequence from
normal; not from light to dark, but from dark to light in layers
sufficiently translucent to allow the light of the whiteness
below to shine through; something which is very symbolic.
Very often gold leaf is also applied, since the gold signifies
the presence of God and of their nature the subjects of icons
would have been appreciated as being close to that Presence.
If you are interested and have the possibility, look at this
web site: www.aidanharticons.com. You will find someone
very local!
Sr Trish Hayes, St Milburgas

These walks are free, so get your hiking boots and
weatherproof clothing on, bring a packed lunch/drink
and enjoy healthy exercise in Shropshire through the
seasons. For more details ring the leader.
THE SHORT (three to four hours)
June 7th meet at 09.45am at Easthope road car park
Church Stretton for a 4+ mile walk to Minton Batch. Back
by 1pm. Leader: Geoff 01694 722738
Ref Exp 217 454 936
June 14th meet at 10.30am at ‘The Willows’, Bushmoor.
For a 7mile walk through fields, woods and some gentle
hills. Leader: Eric 01694 781465
Ref Exp 217 435 875
June 21st meet at 10.30am at the car park - just on left as
entering Coalport from Ironbridge, next to the Inclined
Plane. Walk along a green corridor through our industrial
heritage. 6-7 miles of easy walking.
Leader: Martin 01584 841242 Ref Exp 242 694 026
June 28th meet at 10.30am at Aston on Clun
Village Hall for a pleasant walk through fields and
woods, with a hill - the leader hints at meeting ponies!
Leader: Alison 01743 358032
Ref Exp 217 395 815
AND THE LONG (five to six hours):June 7th meet at 10am at car park on minor road 3 miles
NW of Painscastle for a long 16 mile walk over Aberdw Hill.
Leader: Steve 01588 680621 ef Exp 188 145 488
June 14th meet at 10am at Aston on Clun village hall for
a 10 mile walk over the Wart Hill area…hilly, but not very
hilly! Leader: Steve 01588 630513
Ref Exp 201 394 815
June 21st meet at 10am at Church Stretton station car
park for a 15 mile walk on the Long Mynd, Wentnor and
Ragleth hill. Leader: Rob 01584 878899
Ref Exp 217 456 936
June 28th 10am Clun Memorial Hall car park. An 11+
mile hilly walk to Rock of Woolbury, Black Hill and Bury
Ditches. Leader:Peter 01588 640027
Ref Exp 201 302 812
Ramblers – At the heart of walking

T

StReTTOn FOCuS June 2009

Dear Editor . . .
Our House’s History
ast December, after many years of
visiting this area for our holidays, we
moved into 80 High Steet, Church
Stretton. We are very interested to find
out as much as we can about the history of
the house; so far the most significant find
being that in the 1930’s it was a shoe shop
belonging to Percy Shenton. We are also
interested in the fact that our cellar once had
access from the street and we have been told
that it may once have been an ale house.
After reading May’s Stretton Focus, in
particular articles by Reg Heiron and Percy
Edward Tarbuck, we feel sure that someone
may be able to help us find out more about
this house.
We would love to hear from anyone who
could help us in our search.
Susan and Ian Howson Tel 01694 724803

L
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Residents Petition makes big Splash
he residents of Clive Avenue, Ragleth Road, Chelmick
Drive, Poplar Drive and Chelmick Close are relieved that
Severn Trent Water have finally accepted that the water
main at the lower end of Clive Avenue needs to be replaced.
They have been plagued by bursts along a very short stretch
of main, resulting in loss of their water supply for several years.
Earlier in the year there were two bursts in less than a fortnight which
galvanised the residents into action. An initial letter produced a response
from Severn Trent setting out the criteria for replacing any given stretch of
main. It was immediately apparent that the main fulfilled, and exceeded,
all their criteria. Another letter was sent and Severn Trent agreed they
might look at the need in 2010. Undaunted the residents organised a
petition and Philip Dunne, MP for Ludlow, agreed to submit this to
Severn Trent water.
The residents are delighted that they have now received a letter from
Severn Trent stating that approval and funding have been agreed to replace
this section of water main and that the works will be completed by April
2010.
We would like to thank all the affected residents and Philip Dunne for
their support.
Stuart and Valerie Ray

T
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The Story of Wool

Where would you put it?
id you know you could access our
County Library catalogue from
your home computer, reserve
books, extend your borrowing period at the
click of the mouse? I didn’t until last month and all you need
is yet another dreaded pin number, your library card number
and you can roam the shelves at will. All very convenient as
sometimes I can get a bit confused (so what’s new!) when
prowling round the actual library in Church Stretton as to
which section I should look for a certain category of book. I
suppose Librarians are faced with such dilemmas at times.
When, or so the story goes, the Chief Librarian at the
ancient university of Alexandria was sent a copy of one of the
four Gospels, that written by Mark, he didn’t know which
section of the library to put it in. It was not drama or fiction
because it dealt with a living figure of history. However
it was not simply history because it only covered a short
period of time and concentrated on one person - Jesus from
Nazareth. Was it a biography then? No, because it ignored
most of the first thirty years of his life, no personal details or
descriptions and basically ignored his family. But there were
a lot of pages devoted to the events surrounding his death.
After some deliberation the Chief Librarian opened up
a whole new category - ‘Gospel’ which simply means ‘good
news’. It comes from the opening sentence of the book Mark
wrote “the beginning of the good news about Jesus Christ”.
Nobody said (I shouldn’t think) ‘we have an Old Testament:
what about writing a New one ?Jesus wrote nothing down
as far as we know. His last instruction to his disciples we are
told was go and preach the ‘good news’ not that they should
go and write a book.The first recorded commands of Jesus
were “Turn away from your sins and believe the good news”.
He was calling for a response, a reaction, challenging people
to make a decision.
You can’t be neutral about Jesus once you have heard his
message. The Chief Librarian at Alexandria put a Gospel on
to a shelf , why don’t you do the opposite and take that Bible
down from the shelf on your bookcase and see what follows
that first sentence in Mark’s Gospel.

Wool Day at the Parish Centre, Church Stretton,
Saturday 22nd August 2009.
United Nations Year of Natural Fibres.
lans are progressing and programmes and tickets will
be available soon. Speakers will include Tim Booth,
Production Development Manager of The British
Wool Marketing Board, who will bring the story right up
to date. Modern research is ongoing. There will also be
history, local stories, the dramas and joys of sheep and wool
production, and of building a prize-winning flock of sheep.
From centuries of skilful breeding, the UK has over
70 breeds of sheep, more than any other country in
Europe, producing over 100 grades of wool, traded in an
international market. But it is produced by individual
producers, working often in harsh weather and terrain, and
in difficult circumstances.
I grew up in Sussex, beneath the South Downs, where
the chubby white Southdown sheep have for centuries grazed
the fine Downland turf, and are celebrated in the writings of
the famous 19th century author and naturalist WH Hudson.
Now living in Shropshire, my first sheep were the robust and
rugged Welsh Mountain. Famous local breeds include the
Shropshire, the Clun, the Beulah and the Kerry, reflecting
proud local traditions.
Thelma F Thompson 01694 722821
Wool Producer and Organiser of the day

D

Window Shopping

Lonmynd Adventure Camp
ust a few words of appreciation to Tom Beaumont and
the Church Stretton Town Council for organising the
Charity Market on Saturday, April 25th. It was really
good to see even more local Charities participating than
the previous year. The event not only presents a fund raising
opportunity, but just as importantly helps local charities
remind folk of who they are and what they do. Thanks also
to the many Strettonians who kindly made time to visit and
support the market. Long may the Charity Market continue.
For and on behalf of the Longmynd Adventure Camp
Trustees.
Kim March (Secretary)

J
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n behalf of Cancer Research UK I would like to
thank everyone who has supported us during our
fundraising year, May 2008 to April 2009, enabling
us to raise £9800.
The list would be too long if I named everyone who has
given so generously of their time and money. However a few
individuals deserve special thanks, such as Ken Willis, Alison
Williams, Angela Jones, A.S.Morris and Son, Liz Tinsley,
Doug Small, Barbara and Charlie McIntyre.
At Cancer Research UK world-class doctors and
scientists are making significant progress towards developing
new ways to prevent, diagnose and treat cancer. Over the
last 30 years the overall ten-year cancer survival rates have
doubled to 46%. I can assure you that the money that has
been donated to us will go towards combating the disease
that affects so many.
Susan Toghill
Chairman, Local fund-raising Group for Cancer Research UK

June 2009

We have too little time, time on our hands,
Waste time, lose time, forget the time.
What are we really doing with our time?
Why not
MAKE TIME TO COME
WINDOW SHOPPING...
at All Stretton Village Hall
on Monday 15th June from 7.30-9pm.
Drop in any time,
stay and browse as long as you like.
WINDOW SHOPPING
Is a new and creative way of exploring
Christian Spirituality.
Entrance is free. Refreshments and Bookstall.
For more information contact
Valerie Morris on 722243

P
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ocus is delighted to introduce a new, regular
section aimed at parents, grandparents and
children. Zoe Keeling and Emma Alston
are working alongside the Town Council with
two other residents on the plan to build a new
play area in Richard Robinson field. They look
forward to producing a section in Focus dedicated
to issues, concerns and information for parents and
grandparents.
Update on the new play area
“We can’t wait!” said one little girl in Class 3
at St Lawrence’s Primary School. The thought of a
new play area in Richard Robinson field has caused
an enormous amount of excitement for the children
of the Strettons. It is not just that the play area is
being moved from its rather hazardous position in
the town park, with difficult access and dangerous
crossings for parents with children, or that the equipment
is so old and limited. It is the very nature of the new
equipment that has caused such a stir.
Far from the conventional swings, roundabouts and
seesaws set in concrete, the emphasis of the new play area is
on imagination, creativity and adventure. Harsh colours and
metal frames will be replaced with natural materials - wood
and stone. Instead of isolated pieces of play equipment,

one form of play will lead to
another. There will be winding
paths with high grasses, raised
mounds, bridges, boulders, a
scented garden, willow tunnels
and stepping stones. Wooden
towers, a climbing forest and a zip
wire should please older children
whilst a climbing mountain,
wooden train and secret garden
will provide some great play
opportunities for younger
children.
It is the children themselves
who have chosen what they would
like to see in the new play area
and they are keen to be involved
in its build. They feel that
ownership is very important, especially since they have been
involved right from the beginning in its creations and design.
The area will be attractively landscaped and planted, so
for anyone wandering through the field, it will look like a
lovely garden - with plenty of benches, shelter and paths.
It is thanks to the Town Council that land has been
secured for the play area and to SSDC that finances now
enable Phase One of the play area to be built. Work should

Church Stretton School News
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S

tudents at Church Stretton School recently handed over a cheque
for £3000 to the Lord’s Taverners charity in memory of two
students, Naim Anwar and Zeeshan Ahmad, who were tragically
killed in a car accident last August. Students raised the money through a
sponsored walk over the Long Mynd last September. Additional monies
from the walk have been used to help purchase a minibus for the school
which will be used to transport students to sports fixtures.
The Lord’s Taverners charity, chosen by the boys’ parents, helps
disadvantaged young people enjoy cricket and other sporting and leisure
activities. The boys were keen cricketers and members of the Craven
Arms cricket project. Zeesham was a county cricketer and played for
Ludlow second team.
The cheque was accepted on behalf of The Lord’s Taverners,
by cricket celebrities Ashley Giles and Dougie Brown. They spent
the afternoon at the school coaching young cricketers and signing
autographs. Headteacher Steve Lunt commented “As the new
Headteacher, I have already picked up on the warm and caring ethics
of the school. This event exemplifies the strong community spirit that
underlines all that the school does and makes it a special place.”

June 2009 mag.indd 12

Inspectors Praise St Lawre

O

fsted inspectors have given Church
Stretton’s Primary School a glowing
report after their recent inspection,
describing it as “a good school with some
outstanding features.”
They praise staff at all levels for their
“common commitment to helping pupils
achieve to their full capacity” and note that the
vast majority of parents are supportive of the
school and “rightly proud of the motivational
experiences provided for their children.”
The inspectors comment on the pupils’
good behaviour and politeness and put this
down to “outstanding spiritual, moral, social
and cultural development”.
Excellent overall attendance shows how
pupils really enjoy going to school and make
a positive contribution to life there, the report
says, adding: “they also make a significant
contribution to the local community through
their close links with the church, taking part
in local events and raising money for a local
children’s hospice.”
Pupils have outstanding safety awareness
and are enthusiastic about healthier lifestyles,
as well as being well informed about
environmental issues, recycling and the need to
conserve energy.
Achievement is good throughout the
school, starting in reception with pupils
reaching “above average standards on entering
year one.” This is sustained in all years, and
“pupils attain standards that are generally
well above average in reading, writing and

From left to right: Martyn Longhurst, Ashley Giles, Jack Griffiths,
Keith Bradshaw, Jade Hirst, Dougie Brown, Will Fox
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start in the next couple of months. But funding is always
difficult to find. The children would be very grateful for any
kind of donations that might be at all useful - from plants to
railway sleepers (untreated), boulders, stones, wood chips,
tyres, timber - anything that can be made into some form of
play - even a fallen tree! It would be fantastic if children did
not have to wait quite so long for Phase Two of the play area
to be built.
The Play Area Action Group can be contacted via the
Town Council Offices - 60 High Street tel 01694 722113
Make and Do: Fish Mobile
You will need:
Six sheets of paper Paper clips
Newspaper 		
A stapler
Paints 		
String
A coat hanger
Method:
1 Draw a fish shape on one piece of paper and then attach
the other five sheets underneath it, holding them together
with the paper clips.
2 Cut out the shape of the fish through all six pieces of
paper.
3 Once the fish shape is made, remove the paper clips. Take
two of the cut-out fish shapes and staple them together,
being careful not to staple across the tail.

4 Do the same with the other four fish shapes to make two
more fish.
5 Paint the fish.
6 Tear up some sheets of newspaper into strips. Scrunch
up the strips and carefully stuff each fish with them. When
each fish is full, staple across the tail to keep the newspaper
stuffing inside.
7 Make a hole in the top of each fish. Cut three lengths of
string and attach a fish to each piece. Tie the other end of
the string to the coat hanger.
Zoe Keeling
Email: zkeeling@hotmail.com tel 01694 724770

Lawrence Primary School

mathematics by the end of year two, and in English,
mathematics and science by the end of year six.”
The inspectors note that pupils with learning difficulties
“make the same good progress as other pupils because of the
well-targeted extra support they receive.”
The main reason for this good progress across the school
is that there is consistently good teaching and learning, with
pupils working well together and having a positive attitude.
Pupils at St Lawrence Primary “are well prepared for
joining secondary school and for future life,” the inspectors
find.
Richard Langford,
Headteacher 01694 722682

Church Stretton
Swimming Pool

StRETTON FOCUS
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A

s you may know, the above facility is managed by
St Lawrence Primary School and runs a limited
programme of sessions for the general public. Over
the next few months the site will be affected by the building
works that will eventually see a new leisure facility provided
for the two schools and also the community’s use.
New sewerage and drainage will run close to the current
front entrance of the swimming pool and this work along
with other building activity will result in closure of the pool
for periods of time. We are unable to give specific dates at
the moment, but please be aware of announcements made
through the two schools and in the local press, as well as
posters placed near the site.
Thank you in advance for your patience. I’m sure the
end result will be worth it!
R Langford Headteacher
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Age Concern News

ver 60, including day visitors,
attended our parish weekend at
the Pioneer Centre near Cleobury
Mortimer, from May 1st to the 3rd. The younger (and some
not so young!) members had a go at rock climbing and
abseiling and several came down a zip wire at great speed!
In the main sessions, we learnt about the blessings and
privileges that are ours through our relationship with Jesus
and how He has gifted each person who has received His
Spirit. Questionnaires were available so each person could
discover their giftings and how they could serve. A group led
the worship and there were special programmes for children
and teenagers with a fun packed party for all ages together.
There was such a sense of being family together with God’s
presence that we are thinking of another one already!
Speaking of family, Father’s Day occurs on June 21st and
there will be a special service at 11.05 to celebrate fathers.
Survey after survey has shown the vital contribution fathers
can make to the rounded growing up of their offspring, so
we want to encourage fathers in their responsibility as well
as offer healing for those whose fathers were deficient in any
way. Our creeds state that God is Himself a union of three
in a perfect relationship and can both set the pattern and
impart His Spirit to help us in our relationships today. When
so many say the one thing they crave for is relationships that
work, is this not something worth looking into?
Richard Hill

Concessionary Travel Improvements
mprovements to concessionary travel for
people in Shropshire aged 60 and over,
and those with certain disabilities, have
now taken effect. You are entitled to one of the following in
any financial year:
Bus Pass: free of charge. Gives free travel at any time on bus
services starting within the county on all days of the week.
Can be used elsewhere in England on local bus services
between 9.30am and 11pm Mondays to Fridays and at any
time Saturdays, Sundays and Bank Holidays.
National Rail Card: Senior Rail Card at £5 per annum can
be used on most national rail services and gives one third off
the cost of tickets.
Community Car Scheme Vouchers: 20 x £1 vouchers
for use within the Community Car Scheme which helps
local people make essential journeys eg to medical centres,
dentists, visiting family and friends in hospital.
For more information telephone: 01743-210336;
email customerfirst@shropshire.gov.uk
or visit website www.shropshire.gov.uk
Office Move
Age Concern South Shropshire has now moved to Stone
House, Corve Street, Ludlow, SY1 1DG: Tel 01584-876039
Opening hours are Monday, Wednesday and Friday 9.30am
to 2.30pm. Our Home from Hospital staff are also based
here: their direct phone number is 01584-878046

O
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tART (Transport to Art) Events, June
tART provides low cost transport for people who live
in Bridgnorth and South Shropshire districts, and who
can’t get to art events in Shropshire. Ring 01694 720012;
email ringandride@btconnect.com Please book transport
minimum 48 hours before event.
Listings at www.mayfaircentre.org.uk/tART
* We have reserved tickets for these events – please ring
01694 720012 to book tickets and transport.
MUSIC
Sat 6th June 12noon – 4.30pm Cultural Diversity Day –
Dance, Music & Art, The Square, Shrewsbury. Free.
01743 281044
Sat 6th June 8pm The Elvis Legacy - The Number One
Elvis Show for 2009. Ludlow Assembly Rooms £15/£12
conc, under 12’s free, under 26 some free tkts.
01584 878141
Sunday 7th June 3pm Shropshire Music Trust Carducci
String Quartet - Concord College, Acton Burnell. £12/YP
free 01743 233873
Sat 13th June 8pm Jaleo Flamenco Ludlow Assembly
Rooms £14/13 conc; under 26 some free tkts. 01584
878141
*Sat 20th June 7.30pm The Grimethorpe Colliery Band –
(part of Ludlow Festival). Group bookings /individuals
St Laurences Church, Ludlow, £15
*Tues 23rd June 12noon Zollisi Duo – Classical guitar and
Flute. All Saints Church, Richards Castle.
Sat 27th June 12noon – 7pm Teenage Kicks FREE Music
Festival - Shrewsbury Young People’s Festival: The Quarry,
Shrewsbury FREE 01743 281141
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*Sunday 28th June 3pm Louis de Bernieres & Ilone
Antonius. Ludlow Assembly Rooms, £12.
THEATRE
*Thurs 17th June 2pm matinee Blue Eyed Soul Dance
Company double bill – BE: LONGING All Life Is Related.
AND Where the Wind Blows: Walker Theatre, Theatre
Severn, Shrewsbury.
*Sat 27th June 2.30pm Romeo and Juliet. Ludlow Castle,
Sat 27th June 2.30pm The Hop Garden by John Basford
Oscars, Ludlow Assembly Rooms. £5/£4 conc, under 26
some free tkts. 01584 878141
DANCE
Sat 6th June 12 – 4.30pm Cultural Diversity Day – Dance,
Music & Art www.shrewsburysummer.co.uk (for info see
Music section)
Sat 13th June 8pm Jaleo Flamenco (see Music section)
Ludlow Assembly Rooms
WORKSHOPS
Sat 13th June 5.30pm – 6.30pm Flamenco Guitar. Please
bring your own guitar. £6, Studio, Ludlow Assembly Rooms
01584 878141
ALSO - Flamenco Dance workshop. £6 Oscars, Ludlow
Assembly Rooms 01584 878141
Fri 19th June 4.30pm – 6.30pm Create a Superhero Family
workshop. For all ages. Oscars, £3.50 Ludlow Assembly
Rooms 01584 878141
LITERATURE
Fri 19th June 8pm Aargh! The Ups and Downs of life as a
Comic Book Creator. Age 9+. £10/£9 concs, under 26 some
free tkts, Ludlow Assembly Rooms 01584 878141
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Mayfair Book Sale

All of us can help!
n a world facing huge
problems, it is easy for us
to look to others to sort
out these problems, and have
unrealistic expectations of
high profile individuals. People like Barack
Obama are able to have a huge impact
on the world, both by what they say
and what they do, but it is unrealistic to
expect Obama to change the world singlehandedly, while we sit back and wait for it
to happen. We all have a responsibility to
take part in change!
A popular quote of Ghandi is “be the
change that we want to see in the world”.
This appears a tall order, but if we are not
personally able to stop the conflict in Israel
and Palestine, at least we can contribute by
looking into ourselves at our own internal
conflicts, and try to come to peace with that
part of us that still wants retribution and
revenge on someone who has wronged us.
Quakers have always believed in the
importance of each person contributing
positively to society in practical ways.
George Fox, founder of the Quaker
movement, wrote from prison in 1656,:
“be patterns, be examples in all countries,
places, islands, nations, wherever you
come; that your life and conduct may
preach among all sorts of people, and
to them. Then you will come to walk
cheerfully over the world, answering that
of God in every one”. (Quaker Faith and
Practice 19.32)
We are all unique individuals, with
our own skills and abilities, and each of us
has a different part to play in making the
world a better place, however large or small
that part is.
Harvey Gillman states: “The word
‘testimony’ is used by Quakers to describe
a witness to the living truth within the
human heart as it is acted out in everyday
life. It is not a form of words, but a mode
of life based on the realisation that there
is that of God in everybody, that all
human beings are equal, that all life is
interconnected. It is affirmative but may
lead to action that runs counter to certain
practices currently accepted in society
at large. Hence a pro-peace stance may
become an anti-war protest, and a witness
to the sacredness of human life may lead to
protests against capital punishment. These
testimonies reflect the corporate beliefs
of the Society, however much individual
Quakers may interpret them differently
according to their own light. They are not
optional extras, but fruits that grow from
the very tree of faith.” (Quaker Faith and
Practice 23.12)
Les Dobb

am pleased to tell you that the Spring Book Sale held at the Silvester
Horne Institute on Saturday 18th April raised £1685 for the Mayfair
Community Centre.
My sincere thanks (as always) go to those who respond so generously to
my appeals for books, so enabling a large selection of good quality books to be
put out at each of these sales.
Thanks are also due to the many volunteers who helped with the
arduous task of moving the boxes of books to and from this address and of
arranging them in the Institute. Their help generally is vital and is much
appreciated.
The refreshments provided by the ladies in the kitchen is always a valuable
feature of these events, much appreciated by all. On this occasion the very
useful sum of £102 was raised and is included in the final total.
The next sale is scheduled for Saturday 3rd October and will be at the
SHI. This too will be in aid of the Mayfair Community Centre.
Once again may I remind everyone that I am happy to receive books at
any time and will collect them if that is helpful. My telephone no. is
01694 723292.
Tony Crowe

I

Sports and Leisure Centre
Residents’ Meeting
esidents who live along the Shrewsbury Road and Churchill Road are
invited to a Residents’ Meeting on Wednesday June 10th at 6.00pm in
Church Stretton Secondary School to be updated on the construction
work for the Sports & Leisure Centre. Representatives of Shropshire Council
and the construction company, Mansells, will detail progress to date and
amendments that have been made necessary to the original plans, as well as
responding to residents’ queries and concerns. Residents will also have the
opportunity to view the newly re-furbished premises of the Busy Bees Nursery
from 5.00pm in advance of the meeting, courtesy of the staff.

R

Little Stretton Village Hall AGM
7.30pm Thursday 11th June
Little Stretton & Minton villagers welcome
Enquiries or nominations to 723 627.

Reg’s Ramblings
A True Saint
uring my World War Two service in India the whole populace
appeared to be parading the streets chanting “Jai Hind” (quit India)
and yet a strict code of non-violence prevailed thanks to the influence
of one man – Mahatma Gandhi. When one remembers the bloodbath
between Hindus and Muslims which erupted following the granting of
independence and the assassination of Gandhi in 1948, the restraint which
he managed to impose on his followers assumes the status of a modern day
miracle – performed by a most unlikely looking saint in the form of an
apparently frail human being.
My respect for him was enhanced even further recently when I read an account
of how, when he was asked by his grandson Arun to name what he considered the
seven greatest blunders in the world, he came up with the following list:
Wealth without work.
Pleasure without conscience.
Knowledge without character.
Commerce without morality.
Science without humanity.
Worship without sacrifice.
Politics without principle.
To these his grandson later added ‘Rights without responsibility’. I could not
avoid viewing this list as a potent commentary on modern day Britain and
an amazingly accurate analysis of the root causes of our present day financial
predicament as a nation.
Reg Heiron

D
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Church Stretton Bridge Club
Lifelong learning
ndy Brayne estimates that he has played over 40,000
games of Bridge in the last 25 years. Playing games
twice a week, Andy is sure that he has never come
across the same hand of thirteen cards. He contends he is
still learning a game, sometimes felt to be infuriating, always
compelling, that keeps the mind agile. Andy’s wife, Lyn,
also says that she never is bored after playing for a similar
amount of time and she is still learning. Bridge is said to be
a great stress reliever and can provide considerable relaxation
as a complete diversion from normal day-to-day activities.
Every time players at the Club pick up a new hand, a buzz is
sensed as a new competitive game gets underway.
The local club
Church Stretton Bridge Club celebrates its 10th birthday
this year. Pat Braine, the main contact for the Club, moved
to the Strettons just over 10 years ago and discovered that
local people had an interest in the game but a Club was not
available for enthusiasts to join and play together. Shortly
afterwards, a few players decided to pit their wits against
each other and, today, the Club enjoys a membership of 24
players.
The game of Bridge
Newcomers to the game would find it difficult to join a
game with experienced players as there is a lot to learn before
becoming capable at the game. That is why newcomers are
recommended or advised to attend bridge classes to learn

A

the fundamentals before joining a club with experienced
players. “You never stop learning” says Pat Braine, “as there
is a huge amount of skill to be exercised by a player in
bidding and playing bridge”.
Playing the game
My colleague, John Corfield visited the Mayfair
Community Centre on a Friday evening to take
photographs and also to feel and witness the game and
atmosphere of the Bridge Club. John observed that silence
prevails whilst players concentrate very hard during a game.
Between games, a low level of discussion takes place that
seems to focus on reviewing the hand of cards just played
and what might have been!
Standards and friendliness
A mark of the progress being made by the Club in raising
standards of the game is the increased confidence being
displayed by players over the years and a very stable
membership. The Club, originally located in the Red Cross
Building in Beaumont Road moved premises to the Mayfair
in September 2005 and find the accommodation to be
entirely suitable for a game where very little equipment is
needed other than packs of cards. However, the over-riding
impression gained about the Club is that a generous spirit
exists amongst people who, as well as enjoying playing
bridge, also enjoy each other’s company. The atmosphere
is relaxed and the game is played seriously - but not too
seriously!
Man on the Cards

Book of the Month
The Secret Scripture by Sebastian Barry
oseanne McNulty is a very old lady, around 100, who has spent most of
her life in mental institutions. No-one is really sure how old she is or why
she was committed in the first place. She has no known family and has
never had a visitor. Roscommon Asylum in Western Ireland, where she lives, is
due to close and her psychiatrist William Grene has to decide what should happen
to her.
This Costa Award-winning novel tells her story from both of their viewpoints
as they each write moving ‘journals’: Roseanne’s, the ‘Secret Scripture’ of the title,
reveals her own memories, whilst Dr Grene’s recounts what little he manages to
uncover about her past from official documentation and sources. At times the two
accounts conflict and the reader is drawn into wondering which, if any, is true.
This book is beautifully written: Barry’s rich, lyrical prose draws you deeper
into Roseanne’s tragic story, lived through some of Ireland’s turbulent history, to
its final shocking revelations. If you enjoy this book you may also like:
‘The Rain Before it Falls’ by Jonathan Coe
‘Suspicions of Mr Whicher’ by Kate Summerscale
Hilary Jones

R
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18th July – Wildlife walk at Lake Vyrnwy (RSPB
Reserve)
11.00am Meet at the RSPB Visitor Centre
(Grid reference: SJ 016 192) Day walk. Bring picnic
Leader: Trevor Halsey 01694-723270
Indoor meetings recommence in September
For further information visit our website
www.rspbsouthshropshire.co.uk

StRETTON FOCUS

T

he Craven Arms branch of the RSPB has a programme of
talks and walks throughout 2009. Events are 50p to Local
Group Members and £2 to non-members.
Coming up:
21st June – Wildlife walk at the Stiperstones (National Nature
Reserve) 10.00am Meet in the Stiperstones NNR car park at the
start of the all-ability trail
(Grid reference: SO 369 977)
Day walk. Bring picnic
Leader: Trevor Halsey 01694-723270

June 2009
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10.00 		
		
10.00 to 12.00
		
10.15 to 12.15
		
		
		
10.00 – 3.00
10.30 		
		
11.00		
11.00 – 12.00
		
11.15 – 12.15
		
		
11.30		
		
		
Noon 		
		
		
12.00 – 12.30
12.00 – 1.00
12.00 - 3.00
12.30 - 1.15
12.30 – 1.00
12.30 – 2.00
1.00		
1.00 - 4.00
1.00 – 1.40
1.00 to 2.00
1:30 – 2.15
2.00		
		
2.00 - 2.20
2.00 – 3.00
2.00 – 3.00

Mayor &Town Crier				
Square & walkabout
Church Service 					
St Laurence Church
Shropshire Youth Jazz Ensemble…			
Square…
Children’s activities & competitions start		
Rectory Field
Modern Dance Workshop (Secondary)		
Silvester Horne Inst
Climbing Wall…Army Cadets…			
Burway Road
Exotic Animals…					
Rectory Field;
Mr Happity & Mrs Giggles…			
Rectory Field
SHAPE’s Help For Ethiopia…			
Medical Centre…
St Dunstans Wirewalk 				
Rectory Field
Re-enactment by Dorrington Players
Explore the Sculpture Trail 				
Longmynd Hotel
Caradoc Ceilidh Band…				
Field…
Street Beats Dance Group…			
Car Park
Modern Dance Workshop for Juniors		
Silvester Horne Inst
Street Theatre …Streets…11.00 – 12.30
Circus Skills…Rectory Field also Magic Kev…
Rectory Field
Classic Car Procession…				
Thro lower town
Magic Kev…					
Field …			
Horse shoeing and children’s games am & pm…
Rectory Field
Steam Engine Procession…			
Car Park - through Town
Mr Happity & Mrs Giggles…			
Field
Magic Kev…					
Field
Raise The Dust…Folk Dancers…			
Car Park
Salop Galop Band…				
Square…
Chris Dumville…pub music			
Bucks Head…
Modern Dance Workshop for Adults…		
Silvester Horne Inst
Street Beats Dance Group…			
Car Park
Street Theatre				
Easthope Rd &Mayfair
Professor Humo’s Magic Show…			
Field
Little Big Band					
Burway Road
Street Beats Perform…				
Car Park…
Shrewsbury Sixth Form Musicians…			
Square…
Raise The Dust Folk Dancers…			
Car Park
Steam Engine Procession…			
Car Park – through Town
Professor Humo’s Punch & Judy Show…		
Rectory Field
Bedouin Shiver Belly Dancers…			
Silvester Horne Inst
Caradoc Ceilidh Band…Rectory Field…
Salop Galop Band…				
Streets…

Car Park
Rectory Field
Rectory Field
Rectory Field
Rectory Field

Shrewsbury Morris Dancers 			
RAF Cadets Marching Band			
RAF Cadets Marching Band			
Tug of War Competition…				
Evening Entertainment…£3 entrance 		
Licensed Bar, Bands & Hot Food
Victorian Evening including Trial by Jury		
Kev & Dave…				

School Hall
Old Coppers Malt House

Square
Rectory Field
Talk by Douglas Grounds
Car Park
Silvester Horne Inst
Through lower town
Rectory Field
Rectory Field
Kings Arms…
Rectory Field
Car Park
Silvester Horne Inst

Sabrina Brass Band…				
Taiko Drumming Workshops…			
History of St Laurence’s Parish Church…
Shrewsbury Morris & Clog Dancers…		
Halfway House Male Voice Choir…			
Classic Car Procession…				
Mr Happity & Mrs Giggles…			
Church Preen School’s Maypole Dancing		
The Knights and MK Zero pub music 		
Salop Galop Band…				
Stretton School of Dance & Drama			
Caradoc Ceilidh Band…				

All Day Events…include:
Air Rescue helicopter pod at the Fire Station
Beer (Summerfest Ale) and cold drinks in Rectory Field
Buskers in the town streets
Café Trail around our cafes
Classic Cars and Motorbike in Fire Station yard
Fairground and Barrel Organs in main streets
Free Park and Ride minibuses from Cardingmill Valley into town & return		
Hog Roast by the Square
Ice creams by Rectory Field entrance, and High Street
KK Catering in Rectory Field - baguettes, burgers, crepes & doughnuts
Mayfair Community Centre - indoor activities + patchwork & quilting exhibition
Model railway exhibition - St Laurence Parish Church from 11.00am
National Trust Marquee - outdoor interest stalls & information - Rectory Field
Parish Centre - stalls, refreshments, children’s indoor activities
Park – tennis, BMX, crazy golf
Stretton Arts Alive Art Displays - Silvester Horne Institute
Stalls in Sandford Avenue, Churchway & High Street

2.00 - 3.30
2.00 4.00
2.30		
2.30 - 3.15
2.30 to 3.30
3.00		
		
3.00 - 3.20
3.00 - 6.00
3.30 – 4.00
3.30 – 4.00
3.30 – 4.30
4.00		
4.00 to 4.45
4.15 to 4.30
4.45 – 5.00
5.00		
6.00		
6.00 to 10.30…
7.30		
9.00 – 12

SummerFest 20th June - Programme Highlights
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SummerFest and Fringe Activities
Church Stretton SummerFest – Saturday 20th June 2009
oday’s economic gloom shares similarities with 2002 for
Church Stretton. Then, foot and mouth outbreaks cost us
dear, as much of the local countryside was virtually closed
down to visitors, with grave implications for local farmers, shop
keepers, publicans, guest house owners and businesses.
Then, the idea of showcasing the town resulted in the first
ever Food Fayre. Now, in the current world recession, many local
businesses are struggling for survival, takings are down, banks are
not lending freely and jobs are not easy to find.
The Church Stretton Chamber of Trade bravely gathered
a small team of enthusiasts and planned to showcase the town
again: to have a day of fun and celebration in which both residents
and visitors would be made welcome - a day that would be full
of music, dance, children’s games and general entertainment
crowded into our main streets and central open spaces. It would
deliberately be as free as possible and would, hopefully, highlight
the fact that Church Stretton is a friendly and welcoming place
that is justly proud of its community spirit and eager to show its
wealth of local talents and artistes to local families and visitors.
The idea of the SummerFest was born.
Local venues such as Silvester Horne, the Parish Centre, the
Scout Hut, Mayfair Community Centre, the Fire and Police
Station yard, the Town Park, our car parks and streets, and
Rectory Field will all be busy places.
It is our fervent hope that the vast majority of local residents
will once again rise to the occasion and share in the fun, laughter
and excitement provided by so many free activities, and that
the few dissenting voices who apparently resent the idea of the
SummerFest will have their fears allayed and find pride in hosting
our town – and a SummerFest which will help to make good news
on Saturday 20th June 2009.
Jane van Doesburg, Chairman, Chamber of Trade
01694 722867

T
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Preparations for SummerFest
s the new Chair of Church Stretton & District
Chamber of Trade, I am delighted that, with
the forthcoming Stretton SummerFest, we
will once again have a major community event in the
centre of Church Stretton. We have so much local
talent and a town to be proud of, so what better way
to celebrate what we have to offer, here in Church
Stretton?
There will be over 130 events, activities and stalls
all based in the town, nearly all completely free. The
evening entertainment in Rectory Field should be an
ideal way to relax and unwind after the day’s events. In
addition, the More Singers are performing an evening
musical extravaganza in Church Stretton School, so
there is something for everyone.
We have had enormous support from numerous
organisations and groups within and around Church
Stretton, and I welcome this opportunity to thank
those who have already committed their support and
encourage others who may wish to be involved in any
way, to come forward.
See you on 20th June!
Jane van Doesburg

A
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‘A Victorian Extravaganza’
Saturday 20th June at 7.30pm in Church Stretton
School
he More Singers are pleased to announce that
both Alex Langlands and Peter Ginn from
BBC2’s ‘Victorian Farm’ will be taking part in
the concert. They will present a number of readings
from various sources interspersed with music from
the choir and soloists, including music by Debussy,
Mendelssohn, Hubert Parry and other contemporary
composers.
Gilbert and Sullivan’s ‘Trial by Jury’ will form
the second half of the concert, for which the choir
will be joined by outstanding local soloists Carolyn
Chadwick, Stephen Davies, Edmund Coxhead
and Chris Walker to sing the lead parts. The More
Singers are delighted that, on this special occasion,
they will be accompanied by a small orchestra, leader
Anne Tupling.
The More Singers are presenting this concert as a
part of the Chamber of Trade’s celebration Summerfest
and profits will be donated to The Mayfair Centre.
Tickets £10 from Burway Books (01694 723388).
For further information ring Richard Clements (01694
724078)

June 2009

SummerFest Bands
Rectory Field from 6pm
10K Runner
Kate Lewis
Four by Two
10K Runner to play at Church Stretton SummerFest 20th June
n addition to the many events being held in Church
Stretton during the day the Chamber are staging an evening
extravaganza in Rectory Field. The event starts at 6pm and
features three great acts culminating with Shropshire indie
band 10K Runner. The band are gathering quite a following in
Shropshire and are attracting the attention of major record labels
with their own brand of infectious guitar based music as well as
doing covers from bands like Oasis, Razorlight, The Stone Roses,
The Jam, The Kinks and The Kooks. They have headlined the last
Stipperstock Festival, have appeared on BBC Shropshire’s Friday
Night Gerbil and are auditioning for this year’s Leeds Festival.
As lead vocalist Ricky Brown puts it “We play indie covers from
bands like Oasis and The View. The main thing we wanted to do
was to play music we wanted to hear in the thought that other
people were the same.”
Special guests at the event will be Four by Two and Church
Stretton vocalist Kate Lewis. The Rotary Club and Magpies will
be providing a well stocked bar and serving food and refreshments.
You can check out 10K Runner at
http://www.myspace.com/tenkayrunner
The event will run from 6pm until 10pm

SummerFest Fringe
Live music in the following pubs:
The Bucks Head: 12noon onwards
Chris Dumville
The Kings Arms: 2pm-6pm
Mk Zero, The Knights and Jia Jinx
The Old Coppers Malt House: 9pm-12am
Kev & Dave
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Diddlebury Open Gardens
Sunday 7th June

14 Gardens to view

12noon – 6.00pm

Tickets, Refreshments and Parking
from Village Hall
£4 for Adults, children free
(Sorry no dogs except guide dogs)

All proceeds to Village Hall Funds

Stoke St Milborough Gardens also open
1.00 - 6.00pm

Stretton Strummers Ukulele Group

T

he ukulele craze that is sweeping Great Britain has
reached Church Stretton. Now Church Stretton
has its very own ukulele group. Children across
the country have been casting aside their recorders and are
taking up the ukulele instead. Adults who haven’t played
a musical instrument for years are finding the ukulele is
fun and easy to play. Now the ukulele can be heard in the
Stretton Hills.
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Gardening in June

A

time to enjoy our gardens after the hard work of the
previous few months. Our Summer Show is on
Saturday August 29th, (Bank Holiday weekend) - not
too soon to think about your entries.
Greenhouse Shading, watering and ventilation are all
necessary now. Tender plants can be moved outside after
being hardened off as soon as the weather allows, but be
ready to cover them if a late frost is forecast. Have a quick
tidy-up and re-arrange those pots which remain inside. Train
cucumbers and tomatoes up their supports and begin feeding
as soon as the fruits start to swell. Turn pot plants regularly
to keep them growing evenly. Damping down the floor helps
to deter Red Spider Mite which can be a nuisance when
conditions are dry and warm.
Vegetables Hoe carefully between rows to keep weeds down.
Harvest the first peas, broad beans and early potatoes, and
plant out cabbages, kale, leeks and courgettes. French Beans
can still be sown to extend the cropping period, likewise
beetroot and salad crops. Soft Fruit will need protection as it
begins to ripen - fleece is useful for this.
Flowers It should now be safe to put baskets and containers
permanently outside; water and feed regularly to keep them
at their best throughout the summer. Dead-head and mulch
flowers in the borders and check the supports of larger
perennials, - delphiniums, lupins, and other tall flowers
which are so easily broken off in rough weather. It is time to
sow wallflower and other spring bedding plants outside in a
seed bed. Perennials from seed can also be sown now, either
in trays or in the seed bed.
Lawns Mow regularly with blades lowered, and keep edges
trimmed.
There is a coach outing this month (18th June) to Garden
Organic, Ryton near Coventry. 30 individual themed gardens
covering 10 acres (vegetables, fruit, roses, wildlife etc.) Included
in this outing is a visit to Stone House cottage garden. There
may still be places available. For further information contact R
Turner Jones, tel.01694724371 as soon as possible.
From Church Stretton and District Gardening Club

Trivia Answers

1. Orange
2. Whist drive
3. The Royles
4. Show
5. Nora Batty
June 2009

Photo Quiz - Where is it?

Last Month’s Photo
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Answer in next month’s Focus

Bucks Head pub
see below ★

★ Photo Quiz – Where is it? The answer to last month’s
teasing photograph is the ornamental elephants that ‘parade’
on the window-sill in the Bucks Head pub – clearly visible
from outside the establishment to anyone walking through
the churchyard from Church Street to the High Street.
Behind the new bench!

StReTTOn FOCuS

This year ukuleles make their debut at the Proms. The
Ukulele Orchestra of Great Britain will be performing
arrangements of Jerusalem, Anarchy in the UK and Ride of
the Valkyries. Not to be outdone Stretton has its own ukulele
orchestra, also known as the Stretton Strummers. The
Strummers meet every other Thursday, to sing and enjoy
learning to play this entertaining little instrument.
Why not join us and follow in the steps of other famous
ukulele players like George Harrison, Brian Wilson, Brian
May, Eric Clapton and Marilyn Monroe?
Call Adrian Thomas on 07800 657297 and join us. No
experience necessary, we’ll even lend you a ukulele.

15/5/09 12:06:41
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Gardening Club Spring Show

T

he Church Stretton and District Gardening
Club held a Spring Show and Plant Sale in
the Silvester Horne Institute on Tuesday
21st April. The event was well attended and the
four competition classes were very well represented.
Mrs Daphne Bricknell won the class for five stems
of spring flowers while Mrs Ann Frost came second
and Mrs. Margaret Scott third. Mrs Rhoda Underhill
won the class for three stems of flowering shrub Mrs
Linda Bolton came second and Mr Len Bolton third.
Mrs Linda Bolton won the class for ‘Spring Time’
flower arrangement while Mr Len Bolton came third.
Mrs Jill Turner Jones won the class for three stems of
daffodils, Mrs Linda Bolton came second and Miss
Daphne Wall third. Two quizzes set by Miss Daphne
Wall provided entertainment for the evening with
several people winning prizes. Plant sales were brisk
and the refreshments copious. Thank you to all the
people who worked so hard to make the event such a
success.
Mrs Ena Hooper, Show Secretary

Mrs Jill Turner Jones

Mrs Daphne Bricknell

Mrs Rhoda Underhill

Help to Care for the Shropshire Hills
Do you enjoy meeting people?
Do you enjoy being in the Shropshire Hills?
Can you spare half a day a week?
he National Trust gift shop in Carding Mill Valley is
looking for volunteers.
There are 350,000 visitors to this special site every
year and the team of staff and outdoor volunteers manage
and maintain 5000 acres of land including Carding Mill
Valley and the Long Mynd. They deliver a busy educational
programme to 23,000 school children and provide events
and activities for adults and children throughout the year.
The café and shop provide essential income to help finance
this valuable work.

T

The Pavilion shop is seeking volunteers to help the
shop manager and her weekend staff to welcome and serve
customers, tidy and stock up the shop, provide information
and generally help everyone enjoy their visit. Assistance is
needed every day and especially between 12.00 and 3.00pm.
If you could spare a few hours each week and would like
to have a go, full support and training will be provided.
Call Anita on 01694 722631 or drop in Monday to Friday
between 11am and 4pm for a chat.
The tea room is also looking for volunteers on busy days
to help with opening the kiosk, selling raffle tickets and
generally helping with car parking.
Call Peter Carty or David Cowell on 01694 723068

StReTTOn FOCuS June 2009

National Trust Events for June
Monday 1st June (NT and Mayfair) 2.00pm–5.00pm
The story of ‘Wild Mynd’ Talk followed by a minibus tour
on to the Long Mynd, led by Peter Carty, National Trust
Property Manager.
Meet at Mayfair Community Centre. Booking essential –
phone Mayfair 01694 722077. £8, includes refreshments
and transport
Sunday 7th June 1.00pm–4.00pm ‘History of the Hills’
- guided walk to reveal the history of Carding Mill Valley
and the surrounding area. Meet at Church Stretton
railway station (shop side) at 1pm or join the walk at Chalet
Pavilion, Carding Mill Valley at 2pm. £3
Wednesday 10th June 10.30am–12.30pm ‘Bees and
Butterflies’ A guided walk along Wenlock Edge, led by
County recorder, Ian Cheeseborough.
Meet at National Trust Presthope car park, Wenlock Edge
(SO582975). £3
Saturday 13th June (NT and Stretton Climate Care)
11.00am–3.30pm ‘Orienteering for all the family’ Come
and have some fun while learning about Orienteering.
Meet at the Stretton Climate Care tent in Carding Mill
Valley. Booking preferred – phone 01694 722631
£3 per group (max 4)
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Sunday 21st June 10.00am–12.30pm
‘Flowers of Blakeway Hollow’ Guided
walk on Wenlock Edge, led by National
Trust wardens.
Meet at NT Much Wenlock car park
(SO613996). £3
Tuesday 23rd June 10.30am–12.30pm ‘Dragonflies and
Damselflies’ Guided walk in Carding Mill Valley, led by
County recorder, Ian Cheeseborough.
Meet at the Chalet Pavilion, Carding Mill Valley. £3

Stretton Cancer Care Open Meeting
Monday 8th June.
Buffet Supper at 7.00pm followed by talk by leading
Consultant Surgeon, Mr Christopher Hinton, on
‘Recent Advances in Breast Cancer Care’. All welcome.
Mayfair Community Centre, Church Stretton
The committee are looking for a Treasurer to run their
very small account (only 32 entries last year). If you
would like to help us, please contact Robin Jukes-Hughes
on 01743 718773.
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The Future of the Church Stretton Market

I

n taking over as Chairman of the Market and
Community Re-generation Committee (M&CR) in
June 2008, (now designated Economic Development
Committee EDC ) many changes had to be implemented to
revive the then depressed Market situation.

Focus on Faith

F

After much research, and discussion, we entered into
new contract arrangements with the new franchisee, Steve
Bownes, in the summer of 2008. Although the progress has
been slower than expected especially under the present trading
conditions, the markets on both Thursdays and Saturdays
have become more varied, with the introduction of new
stallholders at certain times, and certainly more colourful
with the new canopies as supplied by Steve.
I feel that the Market will prosper and become
busier in the next 12 months from the recent interest
and enquiries expressed by other traders. There are
certain stallholders that cannot always attend on a
regular basis, but make an appearance approximately
every month on one or both of the days. Another
example is when an event is organised, either ‘Christmas
Lights’ or indeed the SummerFest in June of this year,
where we get more interest from market traders.
Therefore, if anyone wants to ‘experiment’ with a
product they have, either contact Steve on Thursdays
or Saturdays, at the market, or ask Rachael James at the
Town Council offices to contact him.
The Market seems to bring more people into
the town on those days, which in turn allows them
to circulate around the shops, thus bringing more
economic development to Church Stretton.
Tom Beaumont, Town Councillor

HOPE BOWDLER VILLAGE FETE
will be held on Saturday 27th June
at 2.30pm
in Hope Bowdler Village Hall.
Come and enjoy an
Edwardian afternoon to
celebrate the 100th year of the Hall

StRETTON FOCUS
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Church Stretton cloth shopping bag was
spotted this month in Astana, the capital
city of Kazakhstan. The structure in the
background that looks a bit like the World Cup is
the Bayterek. I have it on good authority that it,
the shopping bag that is, is used on a regular basis
out there!
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or nearly 300 years the spiritual care of our medieval ancestors
in two of Shropshire’s main towns was in the hands of the sons
of St. Francis of Assisi. In 1244 the Franciscans (Friars Minor
or Grey Friars) settled in nearby Bridgnorth and erected their convent
on the riverside. They also ministered to the people in a chapel on the
bridge dedicated to St Syth.
In 1245 the friars established a house and library in Shrewsbury and
in both towns they had an outstanding benefactor in King Henry III
who gave them building sites and timber, stone, and lime from the royal
forests and quarries.
Following the example of their founder, the friars embraced
absolute poverty and, living entirely on alms, became known as
‘mendicants’ (beggars). When they first came to Shrewsbury they
lived simply, drinking watered-down dregs of beer and replacing
the stone walls of their dormitory with mud walls “out of zeal for
poverty”. At the Dissolution, three centuries later, their successors
received no rents, and the Bridgnorth Franciscans had only three
shillings a year in rent, a few shillings in alms, and an income from a
service they held in St Syth’s Bridge Chapel. The visitation of Richard
Ingworth, Bishop of Dover, in August 1538, produced evidence that
their pastoral care was exemplary and their preaching mission much
appreciated in the town. Doubtless, the townspeople would have felt
greatly impoverished by the friars’ dispersal. In the past few months,
Franciscans in their thousands from all over the world – including
English Anglicans and Roman Catholics – have thronged the great
Basilica in Assisi and knelt in thanksgiving at the tomb of their
founder.
In the commemoration of the 800th anniversary of the
foundation of their Order in 1209, they must been assisted by the
masterly frescoes of Giotto on the walls to recall the life story of ‘the
poverello – the little poor man of Assisi’ who did so much to restore
the Gospel message to the heart of the Church as it emerged battered
by the Dark Ages and who helped us to appreciate the richness of
God’s Creation and ‘all His creatures, great and small.’
Fr Tom Rock
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URC Voice
God’s Eye View

Strettondale Probus Club

O

n the 15th April at the Longmynd Hotel the
Strettondale Probus Club held its Annual General
Meeting. The picture shows Graham Heath
handing over the chain of office to Adrian Diver who
becomes President until April 2010.

Photo: Norman Allan
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Strettondale Probus Club was founded 24 years ago and
is open to Professional and Business men resident in the
vicinity of Church Stretton who are fully or partially retired
and who wish to maintain a social network with others who
have similar interests.
We meet on the third Wednesday of each month at
the Longmynd Hotel for lunch and our activities include:
a programme of talks, by invited speakers, on topics of
interest, for the enlightenment and entertainment of
members. A series of social events to which wives/partners
and friends can be invited to attend. Trips, both within the
UK and Western Europe
We are currently seeking new members and if you are
interested please contact our Secretary, Peter Richmond, on
telephone 722174. Alternatively, if Peter is not available,
please contact Adrian Diver on telephone 724510

A

recent astronaut looking down
on the earth from a few hundred
miles up, was struck by the fact that
while he saw the continents, they were not
divided up into countries and states.
The arbitrary boundaries created by empire builders in
the past, were not to be seen. The lines that we see on the
atlas separating country from country, were just not there.
The only divisions were the natural barriers of seas, rivers
and mountain ranges.
What the astronaut saw was ‘one world’ and this could
be said to be ‘God’s eye view’. Not that God is up there
somewhere looking down on us. Better to think of God as
intimately involved in the life of the world -struggling with
us, in us, and through us to bring out the best that human
beings are capable of, and so establish God’s kingdom here
on earth, as requested in the Lord’s Prayer.
Speaking of ‘God’s eye view’ is just a way of saying what
we think God would like to see: which is ‘one world’ where
all barriers of fear and hostility are no longer there.
If it is true that people are made in the image of God,
then human beings are the one family of God, and the world
they live in should reflect that truth. The dividing lines we
have drawn on the map; the walls we have built to keep
people separated, are signs that the human family is at odds
with itself, and ‘out of sync’ with God.
Religions have played a major role in dividing up the
world. And so I don’t see God as a great love of religion! And
I claim the support of those towering prophets Amos, Micah
and Isaiah.
Religions have led the world in drawing lines to show
who’s in and who’s out: building walls to protect the chosen
few: writing creeds to show who’s acceptable: and creating
fiery hells to consume those who are not.
Let’s try to see the world from God’s eye viewpoint. The
God who is concerned for the well being of all his family.
The God who is compassionate, merciful and forgiving, and
who calls the human race to reflect that likeness.
God is surely ONE. And so the human race should be
living as one family, in one world, which is part of God’s
UNIverse. And any religion worth its salt, should be striving
for that end.
Donald Horsfield

Lovely Leek Pie

I

love, and use, leeks quite a lot in my cooking - rather than using onions sometimes. This is a
particularly nice pie and easy to make.
Ingredients:
4 bacon rashers
5 fl oz milk
2 large eggs
1½ lbs leeks, cut into small pieces
5 fl oz single cream
Salt and pepper
10oz ready-made shortcrust pastry
Grated, or finely crumbled, blue cheese for topping

Method
Pre-heat the oven to 200C (400F) (Gas 6-7). Grill bacon and cut into small pieces. Simmer leeks in salted water for
10 minutes until they are soft. Drain and place into shallow oven-proof dish with bacon. Beat cream, milk and eggs
together; season and pour over leeks. Roll out pastry and cover the dish. Put a slit in the top for steam to escape. Put
grated cheese on top. Bake for 20 minutes and then turn the heat down to 150C (300F) (Gas 3) for a further 20 minutes
to prevent the cream curdling. Nice to eat on its own with some nice, new crusty bread. Enjoy!
Her Ladyship
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Occasional Advertisements
Carys Cakes – A Cake for all Occasions.
Special Occasion coming up? Need a Cake?
Wedding, Anniversary, Christening, Birthday
Whatever the Occasion, we can supply your need.
All cakes are freshly made to order, using Locally
Sourced ingredients. Fruit or Sponge, you choose.
Gluten-free, Dairy-free, Vegan also available.
Ring Carys on 01588 640985 or 07778 397599.
caryscakes.com

PLUMBING & BATHROOMS

Call PETER FLOYD
07885 585849 mobile
01694 724779 home

PLUMBING

Dog Grooming

Run by the Richardson family from Church Stretton
We offer a reliable and friendly service that includes:
• All Plumbing and Heating tasks (including emergency)
• Bathroom reﬁts a speciality
• Oil Boiler Servicing and Repair
• Painting
• Plastering and Tiling
• Solid Fuel Installation
We liaise with you to arrange guaranteed work
dates whatever the nature of the work.
To organise a free estimate please call Vanessa
on 01743 891530. Alternatively please e-mail
homeﬁxplumbing@yahoo.co.uk

Electrical Contractors
We carry out all Electrical
work, from a new socket or
light to complete rewires.
All work carried out by a qualiﬁed Electrician and
guaranteed for 6 years.
Free quotes.
Free safety inspections.
10% discount for OAPs

Tel: 01588 672093 or mobile 07956 563430

HOPEWOOD OAK

All breeds, specialist in ALL Terrier Breeds
and Cocker Spaniels.
Home visits possible.
Also, HOME from HOME dog care.
Personal 1 to 1 care in my home.
Guarantee your pet enjoys your holiday.
Many years experience in animal care
and training.
Tel: Lyn 01584 890383 or 07949 100586

Suppliers of Air Dried and Green
Oak beams, Oak gates and Oak joinery
including made to measure windows
and doors

Stretton Cleaning Service

NORMAN JONES

One-off spring clean or regular hours to suit

Please phone 01694 724871
or 07769 706403

Please contact us to discuss your
requirements on: 01694 723042

REPAIRS To COOKERS, WASHERS, etc
Same Day---Next Day Service---Guaranteed Work
Tel: 07971 252069
01588 638677
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