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Editorial

Here’s what you won’t find in the May edition of Focus: 
April fools. So, to make up for that glaring omission, 
I’m going to talk about Focus April fool articles in the 

past. You may have spotted these – or maybe not.
The editors found themselves in hot water over our 2018 

April fool. This was when the train franchise then operated 
by Arriva Trains Wales, was about to be awarded to Transport 
for Wales and administered by the Welsh Assembly. The 
article surmised that all the English stations served by TfW 
would be closed as the Welsh couldn’t be expected to pay for 
English stations. The clues were there that this wasn’t to be 
taken at face value with the implication that this would also 
close Hereford, Ludlow, Shrewsbury, Chester and maybe 
even Manchester Piccadilly. The article finished by stating 
that Craven Arms station would be saved so that the Welsh 
could use the Heart of Wales line so that they could do their 
shopping at Tuffins!

Last year I wrote an article purported to have been written 
by AI – Artificial Intelligence. I should have known better. 
Technology-based pranks are notoriously not only likely to 
come true but become mainstream. In around 1996 I worked 
for the market leader in mobile phones. The marketing 
department came up with an ad that was published in the 

broadsheets with a product called 
the ‘Tellyphone’: The premise being 
that you could watch TV on your 
phone. Well, the very thought is 
ridiculous isn’t it!

So, while it took less than a 
year for my April Fool to be an 
anachronism at least the mobile 
phone one took 15 years or so.

In 2019 we published a letter 
detailing the plans by a Swiss entrepreneur to build a ski lift in 
Carding Mill Valley. Preposterous? Well, who knows…

I think my favourite April Fool was the 2020 edition 
created by our Cover Editor, Geoff Taylor. In this he took a 
landscape image of Caer Caradoc and ‘squished it’ (technical 
term) into portrait and labelled it ‘Little Switzerland’. If you 
have no recall of this then maybe you were inadvertently taken 
in. You can refresh your memory by looking at the archives at 
strettonfocus.co.uk/focus-archive.

You have my word that this May edition is an April Fool-
free zone. Unless you include Heidi’s recipe this month for 
Liver Meringue Pie. Surely you don’t put beetroot in that?

Dave Lyons

Last year I approached residents in Hope Bowdler to 
see what interest there might be in subscribing  
 annually to Stretton Focus. Some have preferred to 

continue purchasing their copies whilst shopping in Church 
Stretton but others are now paying annual subscriptions and 
receiving their magazines delivered straight to their door. As 
a result of this uptake in Hope Bowdler, directors of Stretton 
Focus would like to extend the magazine’s readership to 
other communities living close to Church Stretton such as 
Rushbury, Wall, Cardington and Leebotwood.

It is appreciated that residents outside the town often 
purchase the magazine from shops, but it is felt that some 
of these and others might appreciate having the magazine 
delivered to them. Extension of the magazine’s readership in 
this way might lead to wider coverage in Focus of items of 
interest to those living in the area surrounding the Strettons.

Focus Secretary Wanted!

The Focus board needs a new secretary to provide secretarial and administrative 
support. This is an opportunity to join the friendly Focus team and to help 
in the running of the company. The role requires a person who has basic 

computing skills sufficient to be comfortable with the production of the minutes of board meetings (about four a year) 
and using emails to communicate with board members. In addition to this core function, some additional administration 
skills are required to take care of the arrangement of meetings and the maintenance of company records. If you are 
interested in volunteering with Focus and helping in this vital role, please contact the Chairman, Paul Harding, on 01694 
722289.

Paul Harding

Volunteer Distributors Wanted Outside the Strettons
Such a proposal relies, of course, on finding volunteers 

willing to collect their bundles of magazines from a 
collection point in Church Stretton on a defined date 
towards the end of each month and then delivering the 
magazine to households in their area. As an encouragement 
and a way of saying thank you, volunteers are offered the 
magazine free. As a relatively recent newcomer to the area I 
have also found it a good way of making new acquaintances 
in Hope Bowdler. It takes me (if I don’t meet someone on 
the way) just half an hour to distribute.

If anyone would like to learn more about what is 
involved, I shall be pleased to talk to them. 

Please contact me on 01694 720309 or by email john.
powys@btinternet.com.
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Weekly Events/Meetings: 
 
Babies and Toddlers Group 

A friendly, informal group for babies and 
children until they start school. Children to be 
accompanied by a responsible adult. 
Parents-to-be are also welcome. 
Every Wednesday in term time.
10am-12noon Methodist Church Hall 

Badminton Club 
Including Junior, Adult and Disability 
Badminton. All abilities welcome from age 
7 to adult. Sports wheelchairs and rackets 
available free of charge.
Info from Alan Fox 07977 060303
Every Wednesday in term time.
6.30-8pm CS Leisure Centre 

 
Balance/Strength: Be Strong Be Steady
£7 per session (cheaper block booking
price available) Improve your balance and 
strength with Wendy Southorn. 
Every Tuesday. Book at Mayfair.
12.15-1.15pm Mayfair 

 

Bridge Club, The Strettons
Duplicate Bridge in a relaxing
atmosphere for players of all standards
Teaching for those new to the game.
Visitors are welcome. Contact:
Maxine Lainchbury 07971 191664
www.bridgewebs.com/churchstretton
Every Thursday
1-5pm All Stretton Village Hall

 
 
Chess Club, CS
All ages and abilities welcome.
Contact: Tom Williamson 722767
Please enter via rear entrance to avoid 
contact in bar area.
Every Thursday
7.30pm Kings Arms, CS

 
 
Christian Meditation (online via Zoom)
We are a non-denominational group 
welcoming everyone. Christian Meditation is 
a modern name for a form of contemplative 
prayer found in early Christian monastic 
communities and in other major faith 
traditions. More information from John 
Dennison: 1johndennison@gmail.com 
Every Tuesday and Thursday
8pm via Zoom

 
 
Christian Meditation (meeting in person)
Details as above. More information from 
Janice Hicking: 07889 850265 or email 
janice@hicking.co.uk
Every Friday
2pm URC Vestry 

 
Cuppa and Chat at the Methodist Church
Members of the public are invited to drop in 
for tea, cake and conversation. This is a good 
way to meet friends and make new friends.
Every Wednesday
2.30-4pm Methodist Church Hall 

 
Dancing: Learn 2 Jive
Great fun, improves fitness, no partner 
needed, join anytime, easy to learn and no 
experience needed. £6 per class.
Contact Matt or Sarah: 01989 750354,
info@coolmovesdance.co.uk,
www.coolmovesdance.co.uk
Every Monday
7.30pm beginners/8.30pm intermediates SHI

Dancing: Scottish
Former and new dancers welcome to this 
lively social evening, where tuition and 
support is available. No previous knowledge 
needed, so why not come and give it a go? 
Contact 722107
Every Monday.
7.30-9.30pm All Stretton VH

Energy Advice from Stretton Climate Care
Our knowledgeable volunteers will be on 
hand to offer advice on a wide range of 
issues to do with energy saving, renewable 
technology and the growing climate 
emergency.
Info from Jon Cooke: 720353
Drop-in session, every Thursday.
10am-12noon HWBC

Family History Research
Our history volunteers will guide you in 
your local and family history research. Free 
internet access to Ancestry. 
These sessions are open to everyone.
Every Thursday
1-4pm CS Library

Football: Three Touch Passing 
All over 50s welcome.
Contact Ken: 328514
Every Wednesday
5-6pm CS Leisure Centre

Handbell Ringers, Hope Bowdler
New members are most welcome; you do 
not need to be able to read music.
Contact: Ruth Jenkins: 724919
The group is available to ring for local 
community groups and care home residents 
in return for a small donation towards their 
new bell fund.
Every Thursday.
2pm Hope Bowdler Village Hall

Knit & Natter Group at Ley Gardens
Would-be knitters welcomed.
Details from: 722328
Every Monday
2.30pm Ley Gardens, SY6 6GA

4

Stretton Focus  
Website 

www.strettonfocus.co.uk

What’s On in the Strettons in May
If you wish to make contact with societies and groups, please see the list in the yellow pages

Regular weekly meetings are now listed 
separately from the main diary of less 
frequently occurring and one-off events.
 
With three bank holiday Mondays in May, 
some events may move from their usual 
week, so please check if your regular 
Monday event is taking place. 

The ‘What’s On’ diary may also be 
viewed for free on our website: www.
strettonfocus.co.uk.
Any amendments and entries too late 
for the print edition may be added 
to the website WO by emailing us at                         
editor@strettonfocus.co.uk
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Music: Stretton Strummers Ukelele Group
All abilities welcome to our ukulele group to 
enjoy playing and singing.
Every Thursday 
10am-12noon at The Scout Hut 

Netball Club, Stretton Scarletts
A fun, sociable club with the focus on 
enjoyment and taking part, for players 
of all standards, ages (18 years plus) and 
experience. £3 pp
Contact Amy: 07837 596297
Every Tuesday
7.30-8.30pm CS Leisure Centre 

Pickleball Club, CS
Pickleball is a fun sport that combines many 
elements of tennis, badminton and table 
tennis. £3 per hour.
Contact Carol: 07803 329106
Every Monday
7-8pm (or 9pm) CS Leisure Centre 
 

Rhyme Time
Fun, songs, stories and rhymes for children 
under 5 years of age. 
Booking may be required. 
Every Tuesday
10.30-11am CS Library 

 
Singing: Breathing Space Singing Group
Singing for health and wellbeing. 
Contact Kate: 720358 or 07974 382989 or 
kate@playonperformingarts.co.uk
Every Wednesday
3-4pm Mayfair 

Singing: Harmony In The Hills
Formerly Stretton Community Singers.
Stretton’s Natural Voice community choir, 
welcoming all who would love to sing. People 
who have lost confidence or have been told 
they can’t sing are especially valued.
Contact Kate: 07974 382989 or
kate@playonperformingarts.co.uk
Every Thursday
7.30-9pm Mayfair Activity Room 

Strength Balance and Flex with Nina
£7 per session (cheaper block booking price 
available).
Gentle approach to exercise: no jumping or 
floor work. Ideal for 55 years plus. Standard 
class includes more seated exercises. Book 
with Mayfair.
Every Thursday
12.15-1.15pm Mayfair 
 

Strength Balance and Flex PLUS with 
Nina
Details as above. Plus class is mainly 
standing exercises, but still no floor work. 
Every Thursday
1.30-2.30pm Mayfair

Table Tennis
New players are most welcome.
Contact Chris Smith: 
rushburytabletennisclub@gmail.com
7-9.30pm every Monday (all standards)
9.30am-12noon every Saturday (intermediate 
and above)
Rushbury VH

Volleyball 
Enjoy playing volleyball and socialising. Teens 
upwards. Taster session is free, then £5 per 
month (waged) or £5 for whole summer 
(unwaged).
Every Wednesday from May 2nd until the end 
of August. Contact Steve:
thebiggestredofall@yahoo.co.uk or
07962 785612
7-9pm Richard Robinson Field, next to 
Russell’s Meadow, off Churchill Rd

Whist Drive at Westhope
Come along and join our friendly band of 
whist players.
Every Monday
7.30pm Westhope VH, SY7 9JL

Yoga at Mayfair 
With Liz Curtis. £7.50 per session (cheaper 
block booking price available). Small class for 
all levels of experience. Beginners welcome. 
Includes floor work. Contact Mayfair: 722077
Every Monday
5.15-6.45pm Mayfair

Yoga at SHI
£8 per session. Open to all. 
Call David Hedge: 07870 936889
Every Tuesday in term time
10-11.30am SHI 
 

Yoga at Westhope 
With Sue Pugh. Numbers are limited.
Contact Betty Manley: 07860 447397
Every Thursday
10.30-11.30am Westhope VH, SY7 9JL

Yoga: Vita Bona Yoga at CS Library
Booking: Sue 07432 349933
Every Monday
9.30-10.30am Improvers
11-11.45am Chair Yoga

Yoga with Becca
£7 per class or £36 block of 6 classes.
Contact Becca on 07905 236805 or 
yogawithbecca@hotmail.com
Tue: 6.30-7.30pm Mayfair
Wed: 9.30-10.30am Scout Hut
Wed: 6.30-7.30pm SHI
Thu: 7-8am Scout Hut
Thu: 9.30-10.30am Leebotwood VH 

Youth Club: CS Youth Drop-In
A relaxed and inviting space for school 
years 8 to 11 to meet up outside of school 
hours to participate in a range of activities 
or just chat. Sessions are staffed by trained 
and DBS-checked youth workers. Contact: 
Richard 01743 430005 or email at 
info@sya.org.uk
Every Tuesday in term time
6-7.30pm Pavilion, Russell’s Meadow

Continued overleaf...

What’s On continued

5
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General Diary:
30 April Sunday
Charity Football Match
Fundraiser for Ronald McDonald House 
Charites UK, in memory of 16-year-old Kean. 
The teams are made up of his family and 
friends. After the match, there’s a raffle, an 
auction and music at the Kings Arms.
11am Russell’s Meadow

1 Bank Holiday Monday
Royal British Legion ‘Drink & Chat’ Hour
If you are ex Service or have a connection 
to the Services and would like to join us, 
do come along and say hello. Non-RBL 
members welcome.
We meet first Monday of the month.
5.30-6.30pm King’s Arms, SY6 6BY

2 Tuesday
Stretton Stitchers
We are a small friendly group with varied 
experience who enjoy sewing in all its forms.
For more information, please contact Katie 
720200 or Frances 722656
10am-1pm URC Hall

3 Wednesday
CS Library Reading Group
Friendly, informal group.
With Felicity Thomas.
2.15-3.15pm CS Library

C.A.M.E.O. Meeting
Hand bells.
All welcome to attend.
Contact: Margaret: 07802 513315
2.30pm Parish Centre

CS Amnesty Group
Meet first Wednesday of the month.
All are welcome; we are a friendly inclusive 
group.
Contact csamnesty@outlook.com
7.30pm SHI

Flicks in the Sticks: Cardington
Living (2022)
Cert: 12A RT; 1 hr 42 mins
Tickets: £4. Contact: 771295
7.30pm Cardington VH, SY6 7JZ

Long Mynd Camera Club
Club Competition No 5
Theme: Featuring an ‘Open Print’ section and 
your dpi Story/Sequence
www.longmyndcameraclub.co.uk
7.30pm URC Hall

4 Thursday
Citizen Advice at CS Library
Trained advisors on hand to give advice. 
Sessions by appointment, 1st and 3rd 
Thursday of the month.
10am-12noon CS Library

Westhope Clover Club
A friendly, social group for the over 60s, 
meeting on the first Thursday of the month 
with a varied programme of events in the 
hall and occasional outings. All welcome to 
come along. Enquiries to Kathleen 01584 
841254
2.30pm Westhope Village Hall

5 Friday
Hearing Loss Support Hub
Monthly service, offering hearing aid tube 
changing, battery collection and advice on 
hearing aid care. Staffed by NHS audiology 
trained volunteers. Appointments must be 
pre-booked: 01743 342168.
10am-12noon Mayfair 

u3a Reading Group 1
1st Friday of the month.
2-3pm CS Library

SHI Concert: ‘Music Fit for a King’ 
Conductor Ken Lumley and the Shrewsbury 
Concert Band will deliver a coronation-
inspired programme. More info on p58
Adults £12, under 18s £6
7.30pm, SHI

6 Saturday-2 June
Sue Cunningham Art Exhibition
An exhibition by local artist Sue, featuring 
paintings inspired by colour, form, shadows 
and reflections.
Opening Hours CS Library

6 Saturday – Coronation Day
Children’s Coronation Activities
Child-friendly Coronation activities in the 
Parish Centre (tbc). It’s suggested that 
families can start and finish off the town 
trail from here.
Free, unticketed event.
Parish Centre

Coronation Screening
A live screening allowing people to come 
together to experience the coronation in a 
community setting. Refreshments will be 
served.
Thanks to the Royal British Legion for hosting 
this free event. Although free, registration 
is necessary because seating is limited. Use 
this quick link to get to the booking website: 
bit.ly/shi-coronation or contact the CSTC 
office.
Doors open at 10.30am and the ceremony 
starts at 11am. SHI

Longmynd Archers: Start Archery Week
1 hour sessions at 10am, 11am, 12noon, 2pm, 
3pm. Adults £10, children £5
Beginners course starts 20th May. 
For more details go to www.
longmyndarchers.co.uk
From 10am New House Farm, A49, SY6 7JH

Coronation Ceilidh
Featuring the Odd Socks Ceilidh Band. Come 
wearing crowns or royal costumes – children 
and adults! A simple Coronation Supper will 
be served.
Adults £5, children (up to 2 per adult) free; 
book via strettonparish.org.uk or the Parish 
Office (724224)
6pm, St Laurence Church

CS Ballroom & Sequence Dance Club
Come and enjoy an informal evening of 
socialising and dance (Ballroom, Latin and 
Modern Sequence with the odd line dance 
thrown in!) £7 per person.
All abilities welcome, with or without a 
partner. Bring your own refreshments.
Info from Christine: 723386
8-10.30pm SHI

7 Sunday
Stretton Choral Society Celebration 
Concert
Featuring music by Dvořák and Haydn and an 
orchestral piece written by Michael Turner. 
Please see p54 for full programme details.
Tickets £12, from Choral Society members, 
Vine & Co or online from ticketsource.co.uk
7pm SHI

8 Coronation Bank Holiday
Monday
Charities and Volunteering Celebration 
‘The Big Help Out’ – organisations showcase 
their work and raise money for their causes 
with a free event in the Market Square.
Full details can be found at www.
churchstretton-tc.gov.uk

6

What’s On continuedWhat’s On continued
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Coffee Hour Drop-In with CS u3a
We meet on the 15th this month. 

9 Tuesday
u3a Writers Group
With Jenny O’Shea
2nd and 4th Tuesday of the month
2-4pm CS Library

10 Wednesday
Strettons Classical Music Group
We meet on the second Wednesday of 
the month, until June 2023. A small fee is 
requested to cover expenses. 
Please see p26 for details of today’s music.
Contact Barbara Hall: 724578
10am-12noon URC

Flicks in the Sticks: Hope Bowdler
About Time (2013)
Cert: 12A RT: 2 hrs 3 mins
Admission by ticket only, £13 (to include 
supper) from Peter and Ruth 724919 or Anne 
07870 765157
Enquiries: 723648
Please note earlier start time.
7pm Hope Bowdler VH

11 Thursday
Nutrition Talk with Lucy Aphramour
Gluten and coeliac problems. 
Please call 722535 for more information. You 
may either book or walk in for the event.
10.30-11.30am CS Library

CS Stroke Support Group
Support for stroke survivors, friends and 
family. The role of the group is to provide a 
friendly secure environment where people 
can chat and feel supported. Meetings take 
place on the second Thursday of each month.
2-4pm Jubilee Room, Mayfair

Marmaladies CS WI 
Proper Good Dairy – a farm visit with
Jaci Dale, where we’ll learn of this local milk 
venture which serves many in the
community. We welcome new members to 
join us for creative, informative and discussion 
sessions. marmaladieswi@gmail.com
7.30pm Hatton Farm, SY6 6QP

12 Friday
u3a Writers Group
With Lesley Dench 
2nd and 4th Friday of the month
10am-12noon CS Library

13 Saturday
Longmynd Archers: Start Archery Week
From 10am (see Sat 6th for details)

Mayfair Plant Sale
A wide selection of home-grown flowers, 
vegetables and house plants will be 
available. Proceeds go to Mayfair
10am Outside Mayfair

Monthly Drop-In Council Surgery
Second Saturday of the month.
With Councillor Hilary Luff.
10am-12noon CS Library

Stretton Climate Care Repair Café
Please contact us to book in your item, 
giving details and a photo if possible:
info@strettonclimatecare.org.uk 
Walk-ins accepted after 11am.
10am-12noon Scout Hut

CS Ballroom & Sequence Dance Club
8-10pm (see Sat 6th for details)

14 Sunday
The National Horse Brass Society Meeting
Large displays of and sales of period harness 
decorations for heavy horses and horse 
brasses. A rare chance to see fantastic 
collections from all over the UK. Free 
valuations of horse brasses.
Free admission. Contact Stan Benton: 07802 
194253 or email benton1933@aol.com
9am-1pm SHI

15 Monday
Coffee Hour Drop-In with CS u3a
Opportunity to chat with a u3a member and 
find out about our groups.
We usually meet on the second Monday of 
the month. 10-11am HWBC

CSALHG AGM and Talk
The local history group’s AGM is followed 
by Mike Reynolds, Head of Humanities at 
St Lawrence Primary School and a keen 
archaeologist, on ‘Teaching Primary History’. 
See main item for more information. 2pm 
URC Hall

Stretton Cancer Support Group Meeting
Social evening with ‘bring and share’
supper (for members and guests only).
Contact: Jane Potts: 771264
We welcome anyone who has been affected 
by cancer in any way.
For more information contact:
Lesley McIntyre: 723427
Rosemary Williets: 722112 6pm Mayfair  

16 Tuesday
All Stretton Women’s Institute
The Great Pottery Throwdown – local potter 
Lucinda Lovesey talks about her work and 
taking part in the TV series.
Email: allstrettonwi@gmail.com
7.30pm All Stretton VH

Flicks in the Sticks Acton Scott
The Lost King (2022)
Cert 12a RT: 1 hr 48 mins
Tickets: £5 adult, £3 child.
Ample parking and level access
Enquiries: 781260
7.30pm Acton Scott VH

17 Wednesday
Talk by Rabbi Jonathan Romain
‘Confessions of a Rabbi’
All welcome. Free admission.
Jonathan will be signing books from 7pm 
before his talk at 7.30pm
More information from South Shropshire 
Inter-faith: 01588 674738
From 7pm URC

Long Mynd Camera Club
Club Awards/Social Review of the Year, with 
highlights and awards, and our customary 
social buffet.
www.longmyndcameraclub.co.uk
7.30pm URC Hall

18 Thursday 
Citizens Advice at CS Library
Trained advisors on hand to give advice. 
Sessions by appointment, 1st and 3rd 
Thursday of the month.
10am-12noon CS Library

Stretton Stitchers
Coach trip to Malvern Quilt Exhibition.

Live at the Chalet: Tiny Leaves
Shropshire artist Tiny Leaves launches his 
Mynd album. Tickets are available now via 
the NT Carding Mill Valley website or by 
phoning 03442 491895
7pm Chalet tearoom, CMV

Flicks in the Sticks Church Stretton
A Man Called Otto (2022)
Cert: 15 RT; 2 hrs 6 mins
Tickets £5 adults, £2 under 18s, to include a 
cup of tea/coffee in the interval. Please pay 
on the door.
Enquiries: 07508 072206
7.30pm SHI

What’s On continued

Continued overleaf...
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19 Friday
Mayfair Theatre Screening: Best of 
Enemies
A ‘National Theatre Live’ production.
Adults £15, Under 18s £10.
Bar and refreshments available to purchase. 
Bookings/enquiries: 722077
See main Mayfair item (p24) for more info. 
7pm Mayfair

20 Saturday
Coffee Morning and Bring and Buy
Fundraiser for St Andrew’s Church.
10.30am-12.30pm Hope Bowdler VH

Craft Workshop: Let’s Make for Strettfest! 
With Lesley from Scrappies, making masks 
and instruments to join in with Strettfest 
carnival on Saturday 27th.
For ages 7-12 yrs, children may be left 
unattended. Please call 722535 to book in 
advance as spaces are limited. Free.
10.30am-12.30pm CS Library

21 Sunday
RSPB South Shropshire Local Group Walk
Circular walk in the Wyre Forest. Duration: 
approx. 3 hours.
See p18 for more details.
Picnic or pub lunch. Sorry, no dogs.
10am Start and end at Hawkbatch Wood 
carpark – B4194 Bewdley DY12 3AF

22 Monday
Parkinson’s Support Group, CS
We meet on the fourth Monday of the 
month. Members, guests and visitors are all 
welcome. 
2.30-4.30pm Jubilee Room, Mayfair

Bingo Night at Westhope
Licensed bar. Eyes down 7.30pm
Contact Amie on 07486 414742 or Betty on 
07860 447397
7.30pm Westhope VH, SY7 9JL

23 Tuesday
CS & District Gardening Club Outing
To Bridgewater RHS Gardens, Salford, 
Manchester.
If you would like to join this trip, 
contact Wendy Lee on 07484 824100 or 
wendylee874@btinternet.com and she 
will fill you in with all the details. We look 
forward to having you join us.

u3a Writers Group
With Jenny O’Shea
2nd and 4th Tuesday of the month
2-4pm CS Library

Town Council Annual Assembly
CSTC will be presenting its annual report 
and accounts, and a presentation on 
Neighbourhood Planning.
All welcome, refreshments available.
7pm SHI

24 Wednesday
u3a General Meeting and AGM
Speaker will be Mark Agnew, General 
Manager at National Trust, Attingham with a 
talk entitled ‘What is happening at Attingham 
Park?’
2pm URC Hall

 
Yoga with Sue at CS Library
4th Wednesday of the month.
Booking: Sue 07432 349933
3-4.30pm CS Library

Illustrated Book Talk with Mike Parker
‘All the Wide Border: Wales, England and the 
Places Between’
Tickets: £5 from Burway Books, 723388
7.30pm URC Hall

25 Thursday – 27 Saturday
Stretton Players: ‘Outside Edge’
Tickets: £10, from Vine & Co or online at 
www.ticketsource.co.uk
See main item for more details.
7.30pm each evening SHI

26 Friday
u3a Writers Group
With Lesley Dench 
2nd and 4th Friday of the month
10am-12noon CS Library

27 Saturday
Annual Church Stretton Plant Sale
Hundreds of perennials, tomatoes, herbs and 
other plants at bargain prices. 
Plant donations welcomed. We can collect. 
Contact: Chris 07825 745626
Share of proceeds to Ukraine Aid. 
10am onwards St Milburga’s car park 
Sandford Avenue, just east of A49 traffic 
lights

Strettfest
A day of free creative activities, including 
workshops, a carnival parade, music and 
dancing. 
Please see p28 for more information and 
details of temporary road closures along the 
route of the Community Parade (2.30-5pm)
From 10.30am Various locations

29 Spring Bank Holiday
Monday
Little Stretton Plant Sale
Donations of quality plants gratefully 
received in advance or on the day. 
Tea and cake also on offer.
Contact: 723627
2-4pm Little Stretton VH, SY6 6RE

What’s On in Early June
2 Friday
SHI Event: Graffiti Classics
Re-scheduled from 2022, we welcome this 
string quartet’s hilarious, all-singing, all-
dancing musical comedy show.
More info on p58
Adults £15, under 18s £7.50
7.30pm SHI

Key to Abbreviations/Addresses:
CMV – Carding Mill Valley
CS – Church Stretton
CS Leisure Centre – Shrewsbury Rd, SY6 
6ER. Tel: 720051
CS Library – Church Street, SY6 6DQ Tel: 
722535
CS Medical Practice – Easthope Rd, SY6 6BL 
Tel: 722127
CS School – Shrewsbury Rd, SY6 6EX
Tel: 722209
Mayfair – Mayfair Community Centre, 
Easthope Rd, SY6 6BL. Tel: 722077
HWBC – Health and Wellbeing Centre, next 
to Mayfair, SY6 6BL
Methodist Church – Watling St South, SY6 
7BG
SAPA – Shropshire Academy of Performing 
Arts, Lutwyche Close, Lutwyche Rd, SY6 6AT
Scout Hut – Church Street, SY6 6DQ
SHI – Silvester Horne Institute,
High St, SY6 6BY. Tel: 720132
St Milburga’s Catholic Church – Watling St 
North, SY6 7AR
URC – United Reformed Church, High St, 
SY6 6BY
VH – Village Hall
VIC – Visitor Information Centre, in library, 
see above.
Contact Numbers – only numbers OUTSIDE 
the CS dialling code area (01694) will include 
the full number.

What’s On continued
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Jason Gough
computing services

Hardware  -  Software
Consultancy

Repairs  -  Installation  -  Support
For Business and Home users

Over 20 Year’s Experience in the IT Industry
Contact Jason Gough on 01694 724752
Email: jason.gough@jg-compservices.com

Norman Jones Domestic Appliances
REPAIRS & SALES

WASHERS - DRYERS - DISHWASHERS

COOKERS - OVENS - HOBS
                   Built In/Freestanding

                   Pete  07971 252069
                                    07816 875233

                  Ansaphone  01588 638677

ANTIQUE LONGCASE CLOCK
(Grandfather clock)

REPAIR AND RESTORATION

ADRIAN M. DONNELLY
Established 1988

07948 327498
adriandonnellyclocks@gmail.com
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Coronation Plaque

The Lord-Lieutenant of 
Shropshire, Mrs Anna Turner, 
has recently written to the 

town kindly offering to donate 
a plaque to commemorate the 
Coronation of King Charles III. The 
attractive cast metal plaque, unique 
to Church Stretton, will be unveiled 
at 12 noon on Sunday 7th May 
at the same time as towns all over 
the county. The plaque should be 
displayed on a public building, and 
this would have been straightforward 
other than for the very recent 
discovery of a box of similar plaques 
dating back to 1887. Residents will 
also be aware of the tradition of 
planting a tree to commemorate a 
coronation, as exemplified by the plaque commemorating 
the Coronation of King George V in 1911, and the town is 
also planning to honour this tradition.

However, the opportunity now exists to bring all of 
these symbols together into something greater than the 
sum of the parts and over the coming weeks work will be 
undertaken to see if a way of safely displaying the new 
Charles III plaque alongside the older ones can be devised. 

Shuttlebus service
Following the reporting of issues with the sustainability of 
the Shuttle Bus service, it is really good to share that the 
AONB Partnership has been burning the midnight oil with 
partners to develop a solution to the issues, and I am very 

Church Stretton Town Council Community Matters

Charles III Proclamation

Regular Focus readers will recall 
that, following tradition, the 
Town Council wrote to the new 
King advising him that the people 
of the town had received the news 
of his accession and remained 
loyal. The King has been gracious 
to record his appreciation:

grateful to Nigel McDonald for the proposals for this year’s 
May to September, and possibly into October if use and 
funding allows. The bus will run with a greatly reduced and 
simplified ticket pricing scheme, but will no longer be free 
to concessionary bus pass holders.
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The new service will run two routes. Route A will run 
around the southern end of the Long Mynd connecting 
Church Stretton to Little Stretton, Marshbrook, Cwm 
Head, Horderley, Wentnor and Bridges, then crossing the 
ridge to Stiperstones, Snailbeach and Plox Green, returning 
via Bridges, Duckley Knapp and All Stretton. Route B will 
cross the Mynd following the usual route via the Burway 
and Shooting Box to Bridges then on to the Bog and 
Snailbeach.

More details will be published shortly, with the full 
timetable available from the beginning of May from Church 
Stretton Library, the Bog and Carding Mill Valley, as well as 
around the route.

The bus is managed by Shropshire Hills AONB 
Partnership with funding from Church Stretton Town 
Council, Shropshire Council, National Trust and Natural 
England. For more details see www.shropshirehillsshuttles.
co.uk.

Nigel McDonald, Shropshire Hills AONB Partnership

Update on Play Equipment
You will, we’re sure, remember the Council launching the 
public consultation for replacement of the play equipment 
at Brooksbury Recreation Ground last year.

We’d like to say a huge thank you to those of you who 
gave your time assisting the Council and we’re thrilled to 
advise that Wicksteed Leisure has been appointed to create a 
fantastic new play area.

The design has two phases. Phase 1 will concentrate 
on Adventure Play and, yes, includes a Zip Wire and 
Basket Swing, amongst an array of other exciting pieces 
of equipment. Phase 2 will create a toddler/inclusive play 
area at the upper part of the field, where a play tower, not 
installed anywhere else in the country, will feature.

Work will begin to remove the equipment in the 
next couple of months, and the installation of the new 
equipment is due to commence on 5th June. Planned to 
take four weeks, the installation should be completed by 
30th June.

An information board showing what to expect is 
coming soon. This is an exciting project, that we know 
you’re going to be thrilled by. The question of course must 
be who will be the first person on that Zip Wire…

Nicky Hook, Town Clerk
 
High Sheriff ’s Legal Service
The annual High Sheriff ’s Legal Service was held on Sunday 
26th March at the Abbey Church of St Peter and St Paul 
in Shrewsbury. The service was held in thanksgiving for 
the King’s Peace and in the May 2022 edition of Focus I 
reflected on the importance of the Queen’s Peace; how 
fortunate we are to enjoy a stable and orderly society, and 
compared the position to the situation in Ukraine, where 
the war had started a few weeks previously.

Twelve months later we can reflect on the events of an 
extraordinary year, during which power has passed twice 
from Prime Minister to Prime Minister, and a new King 
has been proclaimed, all of which have occurred without 
any civic issues or unrest. This tolerance is something of 
which the country should be proud, and here in Church 
Stretton we enjoy the same approach: the Town Council is 

politically independent, 
unpaid and works for 
the good of all residents. 
Over this past year I have 
come to appreciate this 
collegiate approach as its 
true strength and greatest 
asset. As I reflected in 
last month’s Focus, the 
outgoing High Sheriff, Selina Graham, spoke very fondly of 
the community here in Church Stretton.

Mrs Graham has worked tirelessly, and as a county 
we should be grateful for her work and that of the Lord-
Lieutenant, who with other volunteers lead our response to 
civic matters at all levels.

Mrs Graham will be succeeded by Mrs Mandy Thorn. 
Nominated by the Privy Council, she has a marketing and 
communications background and has been working in 
the social care sector for over 30 years. We wish her every 
success and hope to welcome her to Church Stretton in the 
future.

Shropshire Council Consultations
A public consultation by Shropshire Council on Customer 
Service Centre opening hours has proposed that the opening 
times for their ‘generalist lines’ be reduced by nearly half 
(45%) to Monday-Friday 9am-3pm, and in future to be 
closed on Saturday. These changes will release around 100 
hours of staff time to undertake outbound calls and generate 
savings of £93,000. The consultation offers four variations 
on this theme, e.g. 10am-4pm instead of 9am-3pm, but 
are essentially similar. Going forward, Shropshire Council 
believe more and more residents will prefer to contact them 
via email or use their online portal, which is open day and 
night.

In response to the consultation the Town Council 
(TC) has written to highlight the particular difficulties 
experienced by rural communities like Church Stretton, 
where, irrespective of age, there are many residents who do 
not find online transactions straightforward. As mentioned 
in last month’s Focus, the Gigabyte strategy rolling out fibre 
broadband is primarily focussed on urban, and not rural, 
communities. The Town Council’s full submission can be 
found on the TC website. This consultation will be closed 
by the time this edition is published. However Shropshire 
Council is also launching a six-week public consultation 
on 17th April into their draft Local Cycling and Walking 
Infrastructure Plan (LCWIP) which offers a ten-year plan for 
delivering new or improved infrastructure. The plan focuses 
on seven key market towns, including Church Stretton, and 
will include a public meeting in Church Stretton on the 
afternoon of Thursday 11th May. An early version of the 
proposals prepared by consultants spoke about cycleways 
connecting up the town’s hospital (sic) and introduced a 
number of ideas which created alarm amongst ecologists 
and, whilst it is hoped that these plans have been improved, 
now is the time to test the ideas. Shropshire Council will 
provide further details of the public meeting nearer the time.

Continued overleaf...
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In 2022, Friends of Church Stretton Library volunteers 
opened the Visitor Information Centre from February 
to early November, on Mondays and Wednesdays when 

the library is normally closed. In that time our volunteers 
provided help and information to a staggering 1,456 
visitors! Without our volunteers these visitors would have 
arrived to find the Information Centre closed.

The Church Stretton Visitor Information Centre 
(VIC) is attached to the library and provides a wealth of 
information for visitors about our lovely town and the 
surrounding area.

Friends volunteer John Goyne, kindly analysed the 
visitor statistics collected by volunteers during the year. 
This showed that there are usually more visitors on sunny 
days and Monday mornings tend to be busier than Monday 
afternoons. By contrast Wednesday visitors are spread 
across the whole day. Not surprisingly, the busiest month 
for visitors is August, during the school holidays, but the 
numbers of visitors are fairly consistent from May through 
to September.
Popular requests from visitors are for recommended places 
to eat and to stay, and also ideas for short walks in the local 
hills. Visitors also ask for ideas for places in the local area to 
take children.

This initiative is surely an excellent example of a ‘win 
win situation’! Making visitors to Church Stretton feel 
welcomed and supported has to be good for local businesses 
who benefit so much from visiting trade. Our brilliant 
volunteers say how much they enjoy helping out, the library 
building is being fully used and not standing empty for two 

days a week. The same service will 
be provided again this year.

Huge thanks go to Alexis 
Seaborne, the library manager at 
Church Stretton, who provides training to the Friends’  VIC 
volunteers, Beth Furlong, Sheila Davies and Inese Neilsen 
who coordinate the volunteers’ rota and of course, to the 
fantastic volunteers who give of their time so generously to 
help support the library and the town. Thank you!

Ben Warren
Trustee, Friends of Church Stretton Library

Monthly Distribution
Average no. of Mondays Wednesdays Both
visitors per day     Days
February 13.0 6.0 10.7
March 13.3 8.6 10.7
April 13.5 17.0 15.3
May 22.5 20.3 21.4
June 31.3 21.8 25.8
July 20.5 28.3 23.9
August 31.0 24.6 27.4
September 24.7 26.3 25.5
October 17.8 22.8 20.0
November 5.0 23.0 14.0

New Councillors
Congratulations to two new Councillors. Following 
the unfortunate death of Cllr Graham Lewis, and the 
resignation of Cllr Dan Hartshorne, I am pleased to 
welcome Cllr Charlie Jones and Cllr Andrew Williams. 
Charlie has an engineering background and works for a 
US tech company as a programme manager as well as an 
Associate Professor of Engineering at The University of 
Birmingham, whilst Andrew is a graduate psychologist who 
has been a lay member of the Town Council’s planning 
committee. A warm welcome to them both.

Charlie and Andrew bring the complement of 
Councillors back up to 13, which is the full complement. 
Whilst regrettably, it is unusual for councils to have all 
positions full, CSTC is very active and needs to ensure there 
are no vacancies in order to ensure residents are represented 
and to share the work. We also have a number of lay 
members spread across the Council’s five committees and 
various working groups. These roles are fully voting (on that 
committee) and offer a good introduction to the Council. 

As we move forward with the Neighbourhood Plan, the 
need for more residents to become involved will increase. If 
any residents would like to have a talk about opportunities 
to volunteer with the Council, please get in touch.

Annual Assembly
The Town Council will be presenting its annual report 
and accounts to the Annual Assembly on 23rd May in the 
Silvester Horne Institute at 7pm, followed by a presentation 
on Neighbourhood Planning. All are welcome and there will 
be refreshments.

And finally…
A reminder that the Family Fun Day will take place on 
1st July in the Sandford Avenue Park. Built on the success 
of the Jubilee Fun day last year, the Town Council agreed 
with residents that we shouldn’t wait another 70 years to 
do it again. The story tellers are booked, the face painters 
scheduled and there will be a few new items there as well. 
Admission is free.

Andy Munro, Mayor

Visitor Information Centre –
Another Successful Year!
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for BOOKS and MAPS

Our delightful bookshop stocks a huge variety of 
adult and children’s titles and if you can’t see what 
you want on the shelves we can normally get it for 

you within 24-48 hours.
Our knowledgeable booksellers are here to help you.

See our website for news of book groups and 
author events www.burwaybooks.co.uk

(NB we do not stock second-hand books)
18 Beaumont Road, Church Stretton, SY6 6BN

Tel: 01694 723388, email: ros.ephraim@btconnect.com
Home Delivery Service available

BURWAY
BOOKS 

ABBEY
CARPETS

(Mark & Jane Brain)
12 Beaumont Road

Church Strett on SY6 6BN
01694 722719
07527 886531

Over 40 yrs experience is our 
quality fi tti  ng guarantee

Personal Service throughout
Home Choose available
Tuesday, Thursday and

Friday 9.30 - 4pm

PHILIP HOOPER
PIANO & 

HARPSICHORD
TUNER

REPAIRS & 
OVERHAULS

TEL: 01694 724461
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Tails from the valley

This month we’re talking about dogs, those wonderful 
creatures that do so much to enhance our lives in so 
many ways. They’re our friends, our companions, 

our helpers, and they force 
us out into the fresh air in 
every type of weather for 
their ‘walkies’, whether we 
feel like it or not!

Post-pandemic there 
has been a marked increase 
in the number of dogs in 
Carding Mill Valley and 
on the Long Mynd, as pet 
ownership boomed during 
the lockdowns. Sadly, this 
has not always been without 
its problems, and it’s these 
we need to focus on here 
for the good of our visitors, 
our precious wildlife and 
the needs of Longmynd 
Commoners and their sheep 
and ponies alike.

As much as our dogs 
become part of our family, 
they still retain the instincts 
of predatory wild animals 
and nowhere is this more 
apparent than when there 
is something appealing to chase, like a sheep or a lamb. Or 
something to catch and ‘worry’, such as a ground-nesting 
bird or its chicks.

That’s when the ‘red mist’ can descend, 
and our dogs can become unresponsive to 
our commands in the heat of the chase. 
Suddenly, unless properly trained, the 
calm, well-behaved dog we know at home 
disappears, responding instead to ingrained 
instincts.

What many people don’t realise is that 
other wildlife recognises dogs as potential 
predators, so simply seeing a dog can be 
stressful for a sheep. Sheep and lambs can 
die from the stress of being chased by a 
dog, even if it doesn’t make contact, and 
pregnant sheep can abort their unborn 
lambs.

Ground-nesting birds are particularly 
vulnerable to disturbance and can be 
forced to abandon their nests if dogs 
are allowed to run around on the hill 
unchecked, leaving eggs unattended and 
exposed. This in turn can result in eggs 
failing to hatch due to chilling, or chicks 
dying from cold or lack of food. Nests can also become 
vulnerable to predators such as crows.

Spring is a beautiful time to witness nature building 
new life. It is a crucial time of year for wildlife, so please 

remember the importance of keeping your 
dog on a short lead, both in the valley and on 
the hill.

Then there is the issue of dog mess. As 
well as being unpleasant 
for us to tread on, it can 
carry disease and can harm wildlife 
and vegetation in other ways. We have 
rare plants here which thrive on low 
nutrient levels and are harmed by the 
excess nutrients such as nitrogen and 
phosphorus contained in dog faeces. 
Plants that thrive on high nutrients, 
such as nettles, then crowd out and 
overgrow the rare species. Also, 
children in particular are at risk of 
toxocariasis, an infection caused by 
small worms found in the poo of some 
dogs. So, there are many reasons to be 
considerate and clean up after dogs. 
We provide dog bins in the valley, so 
that dog owners can dispose of dog 
mess in a responsible manner. Please 
also remember that not everyone loves 
dogs, some people are scared or don’t 
want a lick or muddy paws on their 
clothes.

So please be a responsible dog 
owner when out and about in the 
countryside. Keep dogs on a lead 

so they don’t chase other animals or stray off the path, 
especially now in spring when our wild creatures are busy 
rearing their young.

Tiny Leaves
It’s been a long three years since the 
last Live at the Chalet music event in 
Carding Mill Valley, so it is a delight 
to announce its return. The first gig is 
sure to be a special one as Shropshire 
artist Tiny Leaves launches his Mynd 
album. Tiny Leaves spent a week in 
residence in CMV back in 2021, using 
the former shop space as a recording 
studio. Using innovative recording 
techniques, he has managed to capture 
the Long Mynd through the sound 
of streams, birdsong and visitors but 
also aspects such as the electronic 
signals given off by plant species. 
This collage of recordings has been 
painted into a unique soundscape 
of an album that is truly a journey 
across and around this beautiful place.                                                               
On Thursday 18th May at 7pm you 

can hear tracks from this album performed live by Tiny 
Leaves and his band, featuring Faith Brackenbury, Andy 
Lowe and Stavros Kokkinos. Tickets are available now 
via the National Trust Carding Mill Valley website or by 
phoning 03442 491895.

National Trust
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Church Stretton Gardening Club
Church Stretton Gardening Club Outings for the Spring and Summer are as follows:

Thursday 27th April – Hodnet Hall and Oakgates garden centre
Tuesday 23rd May – Bridgewater RHS Gardens
Friday 9th June – Brobury House and Gardens
Thursday 22nd June – Cruckfield House and Gardens
Tuesday 11th July – Ralph Court
Thursday 14th September – Birmingham Botanical Gardens

If you would like to join any of these please contact Wendy Lee on 07484 824100 or wendylee874@btinternet.com 
and she will fill you in with all the details of cost, times, pickup points and food availability etc. We look forward to 
having you join us.

Sue Forster

15

Monitoring our iconic summer species; the swift – 
Project Leader Julie Cowley
Swifts (Apus apus) are now on the UK Red List (Birds 
of Conservation Concern) and the International Union 
for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) Near Threatened 
List. Annual swift surveys have been carried out in 
the Strettons under the scope of the Strettons Area 
Community Wildlife Group. The aim is to monitor 
the status of the local breeding population. The data is 
sent to ornithological groups and the parish and county 
councils. If you would like to join me one evening a 
week through July to observe and count swifts as they 
enter their nest-site, please contact Julie Cowley at 
grahamandjuliecowley@gmail.com or phone 07580 
159183.

Helping fish during the hot weather – Project Leader 
Julie Cowley
The long dry spell last year had a catastrophic impact on 
our small local streams. Brown trout, bullhead, stickle-
back and minnow perished due to low oxygen levels 
in the water and streams drying up. I would like to set 
up small reactive working parties in Little Stretton, 

Stretton Area Community Wildlife Group
All Stretton and Church 
Stretton to rescue fish before 
the situation gets critical to 
their survival if prolonged dry 
weather is experienced this year. 
(Movement of fish within a 
catchment has been discussed 
with the Environment Agency.)

If you would like to volunteer or wish to discuss 
this matter further. please contact Julie Cowley at 
grahamandjuliecowley@gmail.com or phone 07580 
159183.

Curlew, Lapwing, Dipper and Red Kite – Project 
Leader Leo Smith
The curlew nest-finding and protection project started at 
the end of April. Before we can find the nests, we need 
to know where the curlews are. Therefore, if you see or 
hear a curlew, please let us know. We are also looking for 
lapwing, kestrel, cuckoo, dipper and red kite. If you have 
information about any of these birds, please send reports 
to Leo Smith (leo@leosmith.org.uk).

Dr Penny Bienz

Brown trout dead in Ash Brook. Photo: Julie Cowley
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Readers may recall that in September 2022 we 
launched an appeal to buy three fields adjacent to  
 Coppice Leasowes. There was a fantastic response 

from the community, including Focus, who responded 
to the appeal to secure the fields as a ‘Stepping Stone for 
Nature’ and our bid to buy ‘High Leasowes’ was successful. 
We have finally come to the end of the legal process and I 
am delighted to advise you that High Leasowes is now in 
the ownership of Middle Marches Community Land Trust 
(MMCLT).

We are thrilled that we can now start to care for the 
fields in conjunction with MMCLT and to protect them in 
perpetuity. By the time you read this article, we hope that 
new vehicle gates will have been installed on Cwms Lane 
and also at the entrance from the old Watling Street track 
to ensure that unwanted vehicles do not access the field. 
The pedestrian kissing gate at the side of the new Watling 
Street gates will also be improved with steps and a handrail, 
which will make it much easier for people to access the 
fields from this point.

We have also commissioned a Baseline Ecological 
Evaluation to be conducted by a local ecologist. The 
purpose of this is to examine the species that are currently 
present in the fields and this will help us to form a 
management plan so that we can increase the biodiversity 
there, whilst maintaining some public access in addition 
to the legal rights of way. Our aim is to create a patchwork 
of rich habitats that provide shelter, nesting and feeding 
opportunities for a great variety of wildlife, where there 
is space for people to walk and enjoy the area and for the 
community to participate in its care.

Over the coming months we will be planning some 
volunteer work and other activities that you may like to 
get involved in. These will be advertised in Focus and on 
Community Messaging and I hope that many of you will 
want to join in.

During the coming months you will notice changes 
to the fields and I will write about these in a future article. 
In the meantime, we hope you enjoy your walks on High 
Leasowes. Can we ask you please to keep to the edges of 
the fields where possible so that the grass meadows are 
undisturbed. This helps to protect the delicate plants that 

are emerging and reduces the disturbance to ground-nesting 
birds. We know that most visitors are responsible dog-
owners but we have noticed that the amount of dog faeces 
left on the fields has increased recently. Could you please 
ensure that you collect and remove your dog’s poo? We 
need this removed for several reasons: it adds nitrogen and 
phosphorous to the soil, which inhibits the growth of the 
very plants that we want to encourage; and it can result in 
a worthless grass crop which cannot be used for livestock or 
might even result in contractors refusing to cut the grass.

Please enjoy your walks on these lovely fields and do 
let us know about any plants, mammals or birds that you 
observe. You can contact us, or sign up for occasional 
emails, by emailing highleasowes@gmail.com. You 
might also want to check out the other reserves held by 
MMCLT and the other activities that they organise and 
you can do this by signing up for their newsletter at: 
middlemarchescommunitylandtrust.org.uk.

Sandra Whitlock, Chair, High Leasowes  
Management Committee

Exciting News from High Leasowes
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Walk in the Wyre Forest 
Sunday 21st May, 10am start. Duration about three hours. 
Start and end at Hawkbatch Wood carpark – B4194 
Bewdley DY12 3AF. Circular route through deciduous 
woodland. 

Phil Constable is a butterfly expert, and the walk will 
follow his transect survey area generally on wide ‘rides’ and 
footpaths. There should be two fritillary species around at 
that time, together with woodland and stream-side birds.
Bring a packed lunch, or there is the option of lunch at the 
Button Oak Inn. Walking boots advisable. Sorry no dogs.

Walk leader Phil’s mobile 07948 472607.

Dave Pearce led our recent walk on Sunday 19th March 
at Sowdley Wood, Clunton.We were fortunate with the 
weather and enjoyed spectacular views from the hilltop after a 
strenuous climb up there! It was a lovely circular walk and we 
heard and saw a variety of woodland birds such as goldcrest, 
chiffchaff (who has just arrived from Africa), bullfinch, great 
spotted woodpecker, crossbill, linnet, nuthatch, treecreeper, 
blue and great tits and of course the robin.

RSPB

There were plenty of corvids and 
raptors including buzzards, who were 
displaying, red kites and very distant sightings of goshawk 
and sparrowhawk. We also saw a roe deer, brown hare and 
meadow pipits in the fields.

As a small child, I believed that all snakes were 
dangerous and best avoided. One day someone  
 brought a small grass snake into school. It was 

curled up in a box, probably very scared and confused. I was 
allowed to stroke it with the back of my finger. Unwilling to 
let my little classmates see my reluctance, I was surprised to 
find it felt pleasant and did not rear up and bite me.

Grass Snakes
During our chilly winter, grass snakes will have found 

a sheltered place to hibernate. Now the days are warmer 
we may see them sunbathing. The preferred environment 
of these reptiles is a damp area with long grass. I have seen 
these snakes swimming in ponds and canals. They appear 
to be enjoying the experience but are probably searching 
for frogs, one of their favourite meals. They also prey on 
water invertebrates, which were difficult for them to find 
last summer, due to the hot, dry weather. Grass snakes do 
feed on toads which frequent drier areas. Because toads 
have distasteful glands on their warty skin, they are left 
undisturbed by most rodents and other reptiles, but grass 
snakes will eat them.

They are our longest snake, often a metre in length, a 
medium olive colour with a distinctive yellow and black collar. 
In July they will lay their eggs, frequently using compost or 
muck heaps. The heat from the decaying matter helps in 
incubation. The young will emerge later in the summer.

Grass snakes are not venomous, in fact are totally 
harmless, shy creatures and, should you find one, it should 
be left in peace.

Carol Wood 

View from Sowdley Wood

The Royal Society for the Protection of Birds
The South Shropshire Local Group of the RSPB has a 
programme of talks and walks throughout 2023.
Talks (including refreshments) are £2 to Local Group 
Members and £5 to visitors, with under 18s half price.
Walks are £2.
See What’s On for details of May events.
For further information visit our website
www.group.rspb.org.uk/southshropshire
or Facebook – RSPB South Shropshire Local Group
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Has everyone seen the new railway footbridge at Craven Arms?

Apparently, it’s called a FLOW bridge, standing for 
Fiberglass/LOW cost and done by National Rail, though it 
doesn’t look low cost.

We really need a bridge in Church Stretton crossing 
the A49 at Coppice Leasowes where there is plenty of room 
and I think such a bridge would be a great statement of 
modernism and well used.

It was the subject of some debate by Craven Arms and 
Wistanstow Councils and described at various times as: 
“intrusive”; “too conspicuous”; “elegant”; “modern and 
aesthetically pleasing”. But it was approved in the end.

Of course, it is all of those things. We want one!
Will Priestley 

I have previously written in Focus about how fortunate we 
have been in getting to know so many young people from 
Church Stretton when they come and work at Berry’s.

Since the Russian invasion of Ukraine one of our 
Saturday girls has raised £1,168 for the Red Cross in 
Ukraine by making some 550 small stuffed felt hearts, some 
with keyrings attached, in the colours of the Ukrainian 
flag. Ella has made these available to friends and family, the 
school community, and customers at Berry’s for a suggested 
£2 each.

We have been so overwhelmed by her imagination 
and hard work. Additionally, because we have a Ukrainian 
waitress, Berry’s has contributed a further £837.50, the 
amount given by our customers and staff. The blue and 
yellow heart production line has stopped now, but if anyone 
is moved to support her fundraising, please go to the Red 
Cross shop in Sandford Avenue (where some hearts may 
still be available) and specify that you would like your 
donation to be added to Ella’s total, which currently stands 
at £2,005.50.

At a time when social cohesion is perhaps becoming 
more difficult to maintain, we have been humbled by the 
extent to which one schoolgirl has inspired her community 
to make a meaningful contribution to such an important 
and worthwhile cause.

Lynwen Gott 

Somewhere ‘under’ the rainbow!!

Just putting up my ironing board and I looked out of the 
window. Wow! I knew I liked living here!

Maureen Bond

The rainbow seemed to be coming off the western slope of 
Caer Caradoc. 30th March.

Richard McCrohan
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Across
9. British man with edge in series some time  
 ago (9)
10. Lie back keeping mum – get the message! (5)
11. Food outlet in Germany with set  
 boundaries (7)
12. New alternative type of music – it’s rather  
 flat (7)
13. Trendy bishop, single, shows some pelvis (7)
15. Muesli style copy upset her (7)
17. John loves following Lancashire opener (3)
18. Time, time and time again going after  
 company property (7)
20. Town in south in this country (3)
21. Three feet on one limb – as seen at sea (7)
22. Socialist leader: Neil Kinnock, for  
 instance (7)
24. Whence fruit or vegetable (7)
26. Take a sample of and reverse engineer  
 trifoliate conifer (3,4)
29. Ladies and gents audibly lacking restraint (5)
30. This speeds the reaction of synthetic  
 acrylates (9)

Down
1. One shot from the same place (4)
2. Strike repeatedly to get payment for  
 travelling (4)
3. Regularly asks “is my blog haphazardly  
 arranged?” (6)
4. Fix it and tell nearly nothing (6)
5. Plant in marsh around river (4)
6. Present day habitat for the solitary partridge? (4,4)
7. Honour with same treatment provided by mansion (5,5)
8.  Ask for vacation after hard left gives criticism (4)
13.  Consecrated hosts left in tree (5)
14. For area of land or for angle measurement (10)
15. A snake that’s worn around the neck (3)
16. Inclined and levelled? (5)
18. Slightly burn a small boy in a party game (8)
19. Man has reversing vehicle test (3)
22. Disprove whistle-blower by initially upsetting the  
 evidence (6)
23. Puerto Rican rapper seen in Aberdare Llwydcoed (6)
24. Slow moving night hunters (4)
25. Trim a section from a weed (4)
27. Got out of bed for wine (4)
28. Nobleman is nearly undressed (4)

April’s Solution

Cryptic Crossword By Stan Yelds

Looking for a 18a in 4d Stretton? You can find 12 here! Mr Google’s help will probably be required with 23d.
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PAUL FORRESTER
Quality Carpentry & Joinery

COVERING A RANGE OF SERVICES SPECIALISING IN:
Doors ~ Skirting & Architrave ~ Flooring

Kitchens ~ Bedrooms ~ Bathrooms ~ Tiling
Lofts ~ Painting/Decorating ~ Storage Solutions

Work Stations ~ Sheds and Workshops
Gardens & Paving ~ Decking & Pergolas

For a Professional, Friendly and Enthusiastic Response

Call 07795 170938

Fitted Kitchens. Renovations. Home Extensions.
Roofi ng. Purpose-made Joinery.

Local family business
For all your maintenance needs
Extensions, alterations, roofing

UPVC windows, doors & conservatories
Garden walls and paving
No job too small or large

Tel: 01694 751774    07930 332131

A. Morgan BuildersA. Morgan Builders
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Paul Tinsley Builder
No job too big, fast response, highest standards

Specialist in extensions, alterations, porches,
patios and fencing etc.

01694 781371 or mobile 07929 232999
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W hen your intrepid resident journalist (that’s me, 
folks) watched the windows of Rainbow’s End 
being emptied a few weeks ago, my heart skipped 

a beat. Not literally, of course, but that’s what it felt like, and 
I wondered if these signs signalled another Covid casualty, 
albeit belatedly. Where to find that gift now, or that summer 
dress or cuddly toy for a new-born? Then I saw the sign. 
Closed for refurbishment. Phew! As well as being high on 
the list of favourite shops for many people, local and visitors 
alike, it’s one of the prime pillars in the structure of the town’s 
economic stability.

Lisa Newman, Rainbow’s End owner, explains how it all 
began. “My parents opened the first Rainbow’s End in 1982, 
in a cellar at Ironbridge. The business grew slowly, moved to 
a new site on The Wharfage, and then expanded to a second 
shop in Much Wenlock, where the vaulted cellar became a 
coffee shop.”

Lisa hadn’t planned a career in retail. She attended the 
William Brookes School, which is the only Coubertin school 
in Great Britain. Pierre de Coubertin visited Much Wenlock 
in 1890 as the guest of Dr William Penny-Brookes. M de 
Coubertin was a French philosopher who believed that the 
mind and body should be educated and exercised holistically. 
William Penny-Brookes had been organising athletic games at 
Much Wenlock every year since 1850, and M de Coubertin 
wanted to learn whether they matched his own philosophy. 
Plans to revive the ancient Olympic Games in a modern form 
followed and, later, Coubertin gallantly credited Dr Brookes 
with the inauguration of the first Olympic Games since they 
had lapsed in ancient Greece. Sadly, Dr Brookes died in 1896, 
just before the first modern games, but his example led to the 
founding of the paralympic games, by Dr Ludwig Guttman 
of Stoke Mandeville hospital, in 1948. Today, the Olympic 
movement appears to be unstoppable in promoting physical 
prowess and mental strength through competitive sport.

But back to Lisa and Rainbow’s End. After her schooling, 
Lisa worked in administration at the Royal Shrewsbury 
Hospital and was considering a future as a nurse. However, 
“the best laid schemes…” as Robert Burns is quoted as 
saying, and Lisa’s parents offered her the role of managing the 
Wenlock Edge coffee shop. She says, “I had to learn quickly. 
I had been immersed in the gift side of the business for most 

of my childhood, travelling round shows and exhibitions, and 
I knew the effort it took to find good, well-priced stock, but 
the catering side was new to me.”

Small, busy market towns with premises in good 
positions were always on Lisa’s radar. In 1995, after her 
parent’s retirement and as she was planning her wedding, 
she discovered that the 16 Sandford Avenue retail unit had 
come on the market. She explains, “Luckily, (Ed’s note: 
commitment and hard work, too, Lisa!) and because I knew 
the gift trade, the new shop has thrived, and I opened a 
second branch in Newtown a few years later. My husband and 
I ran the business together until his death. Reassessing my 
situation, I decided to close the Newtown shop to concentrate 
on Church Stretton. This is a new beginning and the recent 
refurbishment of the shop heralds my future commitment to 
this lovely town.”

Lisa travels quite a bit, sourcing her stock anywhere and 
everywhere. Finding what people want to buy can be a tricky 
business, but is at the heart of success. The right merchandise,  
across a broad range of prices, has to pass Lisa’s “would I buy 
this myself ” test. 

She visits the Birmingham Gift Fair at the NEC and the 
Clothes Show as part of this search for great gifts, easy-to-wear 
fashion styles and cuddlesome items for babies and toddlers.

Lisa says, “I am lucky to trade in such a friendly area 
and, during Covid, my spirits were kept up, through a very 
difficult time, by customers who rang me to discuss presents 
and cards they needed for special occasions. I delivered many 
parcels to customers and left them on their doorsteps. I will 
always be grateful to them for their kindness and support, 
which helped me keep the business afloat during that stressful 
time. My staff have also been absolutely wonderful, both 
during Covid and through the shop’s refurbishment, even 
picking up paintbrushes.”

Vikki, Tanya and Lucy staff the shop; each of them is 
familiar with the stock and are always happy to help. There’s 
a loyalty scheme, too. If you want to know more, you can 
phone 01694 722275, check out the Facebook page on www.
facebook.com/therainbowsend1/ or just pop in to say “Hello”. 
Now, I need a couple of birthday gifts so excuse me, I have to 
pop into town…

Christine Williams, Focus Journalist

Rainbow’s End – A New Beginning
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Sailors, Pirates and Belly Dancers

There is never a dull day for our 44B members 
(day opportunities). The group take part in a 
huge variety of activities which help promote 

independence and wellbeing, but also friendship and fun. 
A recent highlight was an interactive show provided by 
Ken Southern (Mayfair’s Caretaker), and Angela Ellis’s 
Eastern Mystique dance group. Ken entertained with sea 
shanties, tales of the sea and his time in the navy, and 
even some puppetry. This was followed by belly dancing, 
dressing up, and plenty of audience participation. It was 
lovely to be joined on the day by visitors from Helena 
Lane Day Centre in Ludlow who also enjoyed the 
festivities, and the fish and chip lunch. Everyone in 44B 
would like to extend a huge thank you to Ken, Angela 
and the Eastern Mystique Dancers for such a fun day.

Other recent activities include making some 
papier-mâché bees to decorate the 44B room (aka ‘The 
Beehive’), day trips out for our photography project, and 

regular cookery sessions in our fully accessible Beehive 
kitchen. 

With a programme for the next few weeks including 
croquet, pétanque, ten pin bowling and Boccia, 44Bs 
won’t be slowing down any time soon! 

A fun, quizzical evening
Back by popular demand, our next Quiz Party, hosted by 
Ken Willis, will take place on Tuesday 13th of June. Join 
us for a relaxed, fun evening of trivia in the Health and 
Wellbeing Centre at 7pm. Tickets cost £5 per quizzer and 
can be booked by calling Mayfair on 01694 722077. Get 
your team together (maximum of 6 per team) and help us 
raise some funds for Mayfair. You are welcome to bring your 
own refreshments. 

Digital Support 
If you struggle to keep up to date with digital technology, 
you are not alone! More and more services now require 
web access which can be really daunting and frustrating if 
you don’t have internet access, or if you find digital devices 
confusing. If you, or someone you know, needs help using 
digital technology or getting online our Digital Support 
Service could help. We run one-to-one support sessions 
every Monday morning where our friendly and experienced 
volunteers can help you through any digital dilemmas you 
may have. Sessions must be booked in advance, so give 
Mayfair reception a call on 01694 722077 to book, or you 
can email digital.support@mayfaircentre.org.uk.

May Plant Sale
Following on from our Plant, Book and Craft sale on 29th 
April, a second plant sale will take place on Saturday 13th 
May at 10am, outside Mayfair on Easthope Road. A wide 
selection of home-grown flower, vegetable, and house plants 
will be available, with all profits going to Mayfair. 

We welcome any donations of plants so if you have 
grown extra seedlings this spring, or have other plants 
to give away, please get in touch with us at Mayfair on 
722077. 

Mayfair News
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Mayfair Bank Holiday Opening Hours
Mayfair will be closed on the following Monday Bank 
Holidays: 

Monday 1st May (Early May Bank Holiday) 
Monday 8th May (King’s Coronation Bank Holiday)
Monday 29th May (Spring Bank Holiday) 

We will still continue to deliver Mayfair Meals on 
these days, as we do every day of the year. 

New Youth Drop-in group on Tuesday evenings
Our Youth Drop-in sessions have been going from strength 
to strength recently, with a flurry of new young people 
joining us this year. This service is provided through a 
partnership between, SYA (All About Youth), Mayfair 
and Church Stretton Town Council. It currently caters for 
teenagers in school years 8, 9, 10 and 11 who meet from 
6pm to 7.30pm on Tuesday evenings in term time. We are 
now pleased to announce that a second drop-in group will 
also be provided for school years 6 and 7 from Tuesday 6th 
June. This new age group will meet from 4pm to 5.30pm 
and should be a great opportunity for local young people 
to meet each other and gain confidence when starting 
secondary school. A sample of the activities planned for 
both groups over the summer term includes giant bubbles; 
Sumo suits; Nerf Guns; tie dye t-shirts; rounders; smoothies 
and brownies. All for £1 a week! 

To ensure both groups are able to continue we need 
to build up a team of volunteers who can help out 
on a rota basis, even if just once a month. All drop-in 
sessions are led by an experienced SYA youth worker, so 
volunteers require no prior experience. All helpers will 
be DBS checked and provided with full training and 
ongoing support. If you would like to get involved, please 
contact Eve or Nicola at Mayfair on 01694 722077. 

Mayfair Theatre Screenings 
Thank you to everyone who has attended our new 
Theatre Screenings over recent months. We have shown 
some extraordinary productions from some of the most 
prestigious theatre stages in the country. All the shows 
have been well received. We are now further improving 
our cinema equipment by investing in new solar powered 
electric blinds. These will allow us to continue screenings 
throughout the summer months, including matinee 
screenings. If you are interested in keeping up to date with 
all future screenings, you can sign up to our mailing list 
here: www.mayfaircentre.org.uk/whats-on

National Theatre Live Screening
Friday 19th May, 7pm: Best of Enemies (cert TBC)
by James Graham, directed by Jeremy Herrin.

Inspired by the documentary by Morgan Neville and 
Robert Gordon

David Harewood (Homeland) and Zachary Quinto 
(Star Trek) play feuding political rivals in James Graham’s 
(Sherwood) multiple award-winning new drama. In 1968 
America, as two men fight to become the next president, 
all eyes are on the battle between two others: the 

cunningly conservative William 
F. Buckley Jr., and the unruly 
liberal Gore Vidal. During a new 
nightly television format, they 
debate the moral landscape of a 
shattered nation. As beliefs are 
challenged and slurs slung, a new 
frontier in American politics is opening and television 
news is about to be transformed forever. 

Jeremy Herrin (All My Sons) directs this blistering 
political thriller, filmed live in London’s West End. 

Adults £15, Under 16s £10; Bar and refreshments 
available to purchase. 

Call 01694 722077 to book. 
Naomi Coleman

Trivia Corner
by Ken Willis

1. What is the capital city of Latvia?
2. Who was the owner of the Magic Roundabout?
3. In which year did the London Eye open?
4. What sport takes place in a velodrome?
5. Ruth Rendell is a pen name for which writer?

Mayfair Lottery Results for 
March

116 425190270

£100 £10£20£50
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In a few days’ time we will witness a 
public ceremony that has not happened 
for 70 years: the coronation of a new 

Monarch. Although affected by national 
conditions (e.g. Queen Elizabeth II’s 
coronation took place in the post-war austerity years) the 
structure and content of the ritual has largely remained 
unchanged since the medieval period. Coronations were 
sacramental in nature and while much of the Catholic 
rites were abolished during the English Reformation, the 
coronation remained untouched. Kings and Queens were 
chosen by God and consecrated (prayers and anointing 
with Sacred Chrism – oil) in order to assume the rights 
and duties of the crown; a feature which was emphasised 
with the establishment of the Church of England, with the 
Monarch as the supreme governor of the church. 

The interaction between Church and state has a long 
history in our nation states (which became the UK), with 
at least one medieval monarch being declared a saint: St 
Edward the Confessor, who founded the monastery of 
Westminster Abbey in which Charles III will be crowned. 
It was not far from the Abbey, in the Chapel of Our Lady 
of the Pew in the Palace of Westminster, where Richard 
II and his Queen Consort formally dedicated England as 
the ‘Dowry of Mary’ in 1381. England was set apart as the 
personal possession of the Blessed Virgin Mary. (Dowry in 
this case is the settlement of lands and properties by a King 
on his Queen as her own fiefdom/possession.) The devotion 
of England as the Dowry of Mary, by tradition, goes back 
to the time of Edward the Confessor, but Richard was to 
formally record the (his) bestowal of his realm into the 
hands of the Mother of God. England had a great devotion 
to the Blessed Virgin Mary and by 1399 Thomas Arundel, 
the Archbishop of Canterbury, wrote to his suffragan 
bishops: “The contemplation of the great mystery of the 
Incarnation has drawn all Christian nations to venerate her 
from whom came the first beginnings of our redemption. 
But we English, being the servants of her special inheritance 
and her own dowry, as we are commonly called, ought to 
surpass others in the fervour of our praises and devotions.”

How times and trends have changed, with the latest 
census indicating that Christians are now a minority within 
the population of Britain. Yet, with the perception of being 
‘mainstream’ Christians in public life face being ‘cancelled’ 
for their faith in a way that other minority faiths, gender/
sexual identities, secularists, or social activists are not. 
Whilst it is important not to engage in a ‘them and us’ 
mentality, we are, as Jesus tells us to be “salt of the earth” and 
“light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. No one 
after lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the 
lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house. In the same 
way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your 
good works and give glory to your Father in heaven.” (Matthew 
5:14-16.) May we renew our efforts to witness to our faith 
and fulfil our Christ-given vocation, supporting our new 
king with our prayers, and continuing to serve Christ with a 
lively faith and our service of the common good. 

Canon Jonathan Mitchell

Catholic Voice

The Composer Performs – 
From Brahms to Britten.

On 10th May we are 
presenting a unique 
opportunity to hear 

vintage recordings (1888/9 
and 1943) played ‘live’ on 
the magnificent Phonograph 
and Gramophone, as seen in 
the photographs. Come and 
listen to Brahms introducing 
himself and playing a few 
bars of his Hungarian 
Dances, Pablo de Sarasate 
playing his Zigeunerweisen 
(Gypsy Airs), Edward Elgar 

conducting 
part of the first 
recording of his 
Cello Concerto, 
Benjamin 
Britten 
accompanying 
Peter Pears in 
his folk song 
arrangement, 
plus many 
others.

Barbara Hall

Strettons Classical Music 
Group

A massive thankyou to everyone 
who attended the fundraising  
 quiz for Pazapa on 24th March. 

We are delighted to say that we raised 
over £450 which will be sent to Haiti to 
directly benefit the work of the team at 
Pazapa in supporting young people with 
disabilities and their families.

We would like to pass on to both Ben and Lynne 
Warren our profound gratitude for running this quiz and 
the others for us since 2017 (with the exception of a Covid 
year.)

Six amazing quizzes which have been entertaining and 
very much a favourite in the town. Ben is a real master of 
making a quiz an enjoyable night out. 

Over the six years we have won friends and Ben and 
Lynne have helped us raise over £2,000 just from their 
quizzes alone, a considerable amount of our funds.

We thank them both for their loyalty and support.
Helen Crumpton

Secretary, Pazapa, Church Stretton
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You are called to Rectory Field by the sound of the 
Craven Arms Samba Drums around 10.30am. There 
will be a kaleidoscope of activities, some continuous, 

some in timeslots through the day. You can have a go at 
playing a Samba Drum or a range of musical instruments 
brought by the Shropshire Music Service and play the 
piano with Longmynd Music. You can dance with the 
Belly Dancers and Shropshire Academy of Performing Arts. 
Make something for the big Parade in the afternoon with 
Scrappies or the Girl Guides. And the Cub Scouts are there 
too in their own tent. Join the Scottish Dancers for a jig. 
Sing along with Kimee Cleaton or the Stretton Strummers. 
There will be short performances from the 
Stretton Boys Band and other artists. 

You can buy refreshments from the two 
stalls and ice cream and you can bring your 
own for a picnic in the field.

Later in the afternoon you can watch or 
walk with the colourful Parade round the 
town. And end in the Rectory Field with a 
great Carnival Sing.

Come for the day.
Join in the celebrations of Longmynd 

creativity.
Further Information: 
Please do get back to Alan Fox: 01694 

725588, alandavidfox@live.co.uk
Or Bob Welch: 01694 722998, bob.

welch@btinternet.com 

Road Closure. This is to inform you in 
advance of a planned two-hour closure of 
your road, on Saturday 27th May from 
2.30-5pm.
The closure is to allow the passage of a 
planned Community Parade, with music 
and dancers and lots of colourful visuals. 
The Parade leaves Rectory Field at 3pm, after 
many activities on Rectory Field, travels down 
Church Way to The Square, performs there 
then turns right down High Street, left into 
Lion Meadow, left into Easthope Road, to 
finish back at Rectory Field.

The roads which will be temporarily closed 
are:
Following the route of the Parade: Church 
Way, The Square, part of High Street 
(between The Square and The Buck’s 
Head),between the top of Sandford Avenue 
and the Bucks Head, Lion Meadow, part 
of Easthope Road (between Lion Meadow 
and Mayfair Health and Wellbeing Centre). 

Between Lion Meadow and Sandford Avenue, and part of 
Sandford Avenue from Easthope Road to High Street. The 
attached map shows the extent of closure, the diversion 
routes and traffic control points. 

The organisers of Strettfest thank you for your support 
of the Community Parade. We hope you will come out and 
join in as noisily and colourfully as you can! We apologise 
for any inconvenience caused and by the temporary road 
closure. Stewards will restore traffic flow as soon as the 
parade is safely past each road. 

Enquiries to: Alan Fox at alandavidfox@live.co.uk

Saturday 27th May 2023. What’s Going on?
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Locally based
Plumber

General maintenance work
25+ years experience

Saniflo Engineer (separate 
rates apply)

No job too small
£25.00 first hour/part

£20.00 per hour thereafter
Can price by job if over 1 day

Call GARY PARIS
01584 861844
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Church Stretton Student Journalists

Effects of examination

This is the time of year that many associate with 
chocolate eggs, lambs and daffodils. Yes, it’s finally 
springtime, and with it comes the Easter holidays. 

Every year for the last ten years, I have looked forward to 
this holiday as it has been two weeks of fun and sweets 
as well as time to see family and friends without the dull 
prospect of school looming on the horizon. This year 
however, I am one of around 700,000 in the UK without 
such a luxury, as when I return to school, the GCSE exams 
begin.

While these examinations give 15- to 16-year-olds an 
achievement to work towards and are a time-honoured 
method of assessing our understanding of the courses we 
have covered over two years, they also come with individual 
problems. Pressure to do well which can lead to anxieties, 
destruction of imagination by memorising facts rather than 

developing personal opinions, and provoking worries about 
future job prospects are only a few of such problems. With 
such high expectations and importance placed on the exams 
during the summertime, British teenagers can be forgiven 
for believing these next few months will alter the course of 
their futures; however, this is not always the case.

Yes, students who aim for futures including Russell 
Group universities like Oxford, or medical careers such as 
veterinarians or opticians require many of their exams to 
result in at least a grade 7, that is not in question. GCSE 
exams prepare these select few for further examination in 
college and university, but this is not the path for each 
student coming out of year 11. So, I ask, why is it that 
we are told the failures we make at such a young age will 
catastrophically affect the rest of our lives, when this is 
simply untrue?

Uniform

From being in school or at work, there is always a 
uniform or a dress code to abide to. But should 
that be the case? I want to discuss whether I think 

uniforms are positive or negative because in a society as 
modern as ours, is taking away a person’s individuality the 
correct thing to do?

Firstly, 90% of schools, in England, expect their pupils 
to wear a uniform. Every day the students wake up and dress 
in the same clothes as everyone else. The good thing about 
this however is they are not worried about how their clothes 
will look to other people or if they weren’t able to afford the 
new, expensive trainers that everyone else has. They focus 
more on the work at hand. Similarly, rates of bullying are 
reduced because everyone is given a fair chance. However, 

most uniforms aren’t comfortable (with ties, lace up shoes, 
shirts and blazers) which contradicts this idea because their 
focus may be lost because of how uncomfortable they feel! 
Equally, children aren’t given the right to express themselves: 
people are taught that they can be who they want and do 
what they want but they are not allowed to be expressive in 
school – how confusing! Another negative about uniforms is 
that in 2015, research showed that on average uniforms cost 
£212.88 per child. Should the cost be this high? Should there 
be a cost at all because people may be punished for wearing 
the incorrect clothes even if they can’t afford the right ones. 
To follow, the punishment (at most schools) for not having 
the correct clothing can result in detentions or isolations, but 
this takes away the student from lessons or individual study 

Music

Music, much like sport has universal appeal, it has 
huge cultural value and to me personally even the 
word music fills me with a feeling of happiness. 

Just as different people support different teams in sport 
people have differing musical preferences, these can be a 
result of differing cultures, our age and our exposure to 
music via theatre, TV, radio and the internet. 

My love of music comes from my family, my brothers 
are both talented singers and my Mum and Dad have been 
going to concerts for as long as I can remember. Music has 
always been a big part of family life. Even now my brothers 
have left home, a ticket to a Stereophonics concert is a great 
way to get the family together. I love live music, the feeling 
you get when you and thousands of others are all singing 

the lyrics to one song in the same place is amazing and a 
very unifying experience. I also enjoy musical theatre, we 
recently went to see Hamilton, the musical. This portrays 
the life of Alexander Hamilton, one of America’s founding 
fathers. It was sensational but I spent much of the second 
act in tears, and by the end of the performance was sobbing 
unashamedly; in my defence I was not alone. This is the 
power of music it can fill us with joy, but it can also make us 
feel sad. Music has the incredible ability to unite us whether 
it be at a pop concert or on the terraces as fans sing songs 
associated with their favourite team.

Music can also be a fundamental part of our identity. 
Mods had their scooters and black and white clothes, 
Punks had their spiky hair and safety pins, Teddy boys 
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Church Stretton Student Journalists

I will not undervalue the importance of success in 
these exams – it would be hypocritical for me to do so as I 
cannot deny how much I want to do well in my upcoming 
GCSEs. Doing well improves job prospects and possible 
starting salaries for years following the tests, however, 
the futures of students who do not pass their GCSEs are 
not as bleak as the education system would have them 
believe. Many careers are available that do not demand 
GCSE qualifications, including that of a police officer, 
which people can get into directly after year 11 through an 
apprenticeship. Over 600 different types of apprenticeships 
are available across the UK including practical professions 
in butchery, hairdressing and construction. These 
opportunities allow young people to earn a wage at just 
16, develop their skills and improve their futures. There 
are options out there beyond the restraints of GCSE 

qualifications, showing that they are not such a fundamental 
part of life as is suggested in our schools.

So, I would like you to take away this simple message: 
the next time your neighbour or your family member or your 
friends complain to you about their exams and confide their 
worries to you regarding the effect that they will have on 
their lives, show some compassion. They most likely know 
that this is just a part of life, they know that they are lucky 
to receive a free and quality education in this country and 
they know that these exams will all be over in a few months. 
Trust me, we do not need to be told again. Instead consider 
the stress they are put under by those around them to succeed 
and assure them that everything will be alright. Exams are 
not the be all and end all, however, try to remember that they 
seem as though they are at this stressful time.

Evie Jackson

time. Imagine a student missing an English lesson because 
they wore white socks – not black – and ended up in isolation 
for the whole day. Now, in this missed lesson, the rest of the 
class began reading A Christmas Carol. The student missed 
an important lesson that was needed for their GCSEs. What 
would happen if the question on the exam paper was all about 
the missing part? The student missed that lesson as a result of 
incorrect uniform that may have been a result of not having 
enough funds to buy these expensive clothes. It’s almost like 
being punished for the amount of money you have. Is that fair?

Moreover, (just like schools) 79% of workplaces have 
a dress code that employees must abide to – from a suit 
to casual attire. Research shows that employers prefer 
the employees to look smart so that they can represent 

the company in a positive manner – which I agree with. 
But, again, the dress code strips a person’s singularity 
and some clothes that people are forced to wear may be 
uncomfortable, lowering the work rate. Should less work be 
done at the cost of looking smart?

So, after an on-going debate over the pros and cons 
of uniforms, I have concluded that everyone will have a 
different opinion no matter what the evidence presents. 
Uniforms are not fair, because people are forced to be 
something or wear something that is not a true reflection 
of themselves, but, I will admit, they create an even playing 
field; everyone is given the chance to appear more than just 
the clothes they wear. 

Daisy Swain

their drainpipe jeans and New Romantics their frilly shirts 
and eye makeup. At the very heart of these movements 
was however a shared love for a genre of music which, 
together with a certain type of dress and behaviour helped 
give people an identity and a feeling that they were part of 
something.

Our musical tastes often provide others with a big cue 
as to how old we are. We often hold a special place in our 
heart of the music that we listened to as children or young 
adults. We have fond memories of the music that was in the 
charts when we went clubbing or to parties. Other music 
may be associated with sad events in our lives such as our 
first relationship break up. Music is a constant in our lives, 
at christenings, weddings, funerals at our parties, on our 

Christmas days, our New Years; even as the themes to our 
favourite TV programmes.

There is no doubt that music can have a positive effect 
on our mood and increasingly music therapy is being used 
to help people with disabilities and dementia. Music brings 
people together and it can bring comfort in times of distress, 
just look at the young girl called Amelia singing songs 
from Frozen in a cellar in Mariupol, Ukraine during the 
bombing of her city. Even in times of war music can bring 
us comfort. On a personal note, music is one of my greatest 
joys and in the words of a famous ABBA song I would just 
like to say, Thank you for the Music. The world, I feel, would 
be a far lesser place without it.

Louisa Crump
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Acton Scott Village Hall, Tuesday 16th May, 7.30pm
Adults £5, children £3
The Lost King (12A)
In 2012, having been lost for over 500 years, the remains of King 
Richard III were discovered beneath a carpark in Leicester. The search 
had been orchestrated by an amateur historian, Philippa Langley, whose 
unrelenting research had been met with incomprehension by her friends 
and family and with scepticism by experts and academics. The Lost King 
is the life-affirming true story of a woman who refused to be ignored and 
who took on the country’s most eminent historians, forcing them to think 
again about one of the most controversial kings in England’s history.
Acton Scott Enquiries: 01694 781260

Cardington Village Hall, Wednesday 3rd May, 7.30pm
Adults £5
Living (12A)
An English-language adaptation of the script of Ikiru (1952), 
set in London in the 1950s. A veteran civil servant receives a 
medical diagnosis that inspires him to move to the south coast 
and cram some fun into his remaining days. He meets a sunny 
young female colleague who seems to have the pep that had 
previously escaped him.
Cardington enquiries: 01694 771295

Silvester Horne Institute, Thursday 18th May, 7.30pm
Adults £5
A Man Called Otto (15)
Based on the comical and moving No.1 New York Times bestseller, A 
Man Called Otto tells the story of Otto Anderson, a grumpy widower 
who is very set in his ways. When a lively young family moves in next 
door, he meets his match in quick-witted and very pregnant Marisol, 
leading to an unlikely friendship that will turn his world upside-down. 
Experience a funny, heartwarming story about how some families 
come from the most unexpected places.
Church Stretton enquiries: 07508 072206

Hope Bowdler Village Hall, Wednesday 10th May, 7pm (please note 
earlier start time)
Admission by ticket only: £13 to include supper
About Time (12)
At the age of 21, Tim Lake discovers he can travel in time. The night 
after another unsatisfactory New Year party, Tim’s father tells his son 
that the men in his family have always had the ability to travel through 
time. Tim can’t change history, but he can change what happens and 
has happened in his own life – so he decides to make his world a better 
place by getting a girlfriend. However, when he accidentally erases the 
timeline, he must try and win her over again.
Tickets available from Peter and Ruth 01694 724919
and Anne 07870 765157

May Screenings

Acton Scott

Hope Bowdler

Church Stretton

Cardington
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LEE BROWN PLUMBING AND HEATING
GAS, NATURAL  AND LPG, DOMESTIC AND COMMERCIAL CATERING ENGINEERS

GAS AND BOILER SERVICING, INSTALLATIONS AND BREAKDOWNS
COOKERS AND FIRES

GAS SAFETY CERTIFICATES
LANDLORD SAFETY CERTIFICATES

SMALL PLUMBING WORK ALWAYS UNDERTAKEN
UNVENTED CYLINDERS, POWER FLUSHING

ENERGY EFFICIENCY AND 
WATER REGULATIONS

TEL: 01694 724429
MOBILE: (DAYTIME): 07870 754201

CALL PETER FLOYD
(30 YEARS EXPERIENCE)

RELIABLE SERVICE, REASONABLE PRICES

07885 585849

ALL PLUMBING JOBS
PLUMBING

Promoting Well Being since 1982
THE Health & Beauty Clinic 

Treatments Available:
• Make up for all occasions
• Massage
• Facials
• Manicure/ Pedicure
• Lycon Specialist Waxing
• Lash & Brow tints
• St. Tropez Ultimate Spray Tan
Certifi ed Fitness Instructor

Pam Allsop 
The Old Bakehouse, Churchway, Church Stretton
Tel: 01694 723899, Email: pamallsop@churchway.plus.com
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Regal Visitors to Church Stretton

The Queen never made a formal visit to Church 
Stretton, and few residents are aware that she spent 
one night in July 1983 in Church Stretton, but more 

about this later.
Prior to this event, it has 

been over 300 years since a 
monarch actually visited or 
passed through the town. 
On the 27th August 1687, 
King James II had issued the 
Declaration of Indulgence to 
negate the effect of existing laws 
punishing Roman Catholics 
and Protestant Dissenters. The 
Declaration granted broad 
religious freedom in England by 
suspending penal laws enforcing 
conformity to the Church of 
England and allowing people 
to worship in their homes 
or chapels as they saw fit. To 
increase support for this law, the 
King made a lengthy speaking tour of the western counties 
of England. On this tour, he passed through Church Stretton 
the following year on his way to Chester where he said, 
“Suppose there were a law made that all black men should 
be imprisoned, it would be unreasonable and we had as 
little reason to quarrel with other men for being of different 
religious opinions as for being of different complexions.”

In 1913, Church Stretton realised the need to plan 
attractions and to advertise itself. So, on 8-10 July 1913, 
to publicize ‘the Highlands of England’ and attract visitors 
an ambitious historical pageant was staged in the natural 
amphitheatre formed by the slope between Cunnery Road 
and the Rectory Wood. It dramatized episodes of local 
history from the capture of Caratacus to the visit of James II.

The Welsh Marches in the early Middle Ages was an area 
that needed constant military defence to prevent incursions 
by the Welsh princes. In a bitter war in 1233 the Marches 
were desolated and insurgents from Wales penetrated as far 
as Church Stretton. On the 26th and 27th August 1278 
Edward I, en route from Gloucester to Rhuddlan Castle 

in Denbighshire, stayed for two days in Church Stretton, 
presumably as the guest of the steward of the manor and 
where, as a devout Christian, he would have attended mass in 
our parish church.

In January 1322 his son 
Edward II was campaigning 
against Roger Mortimer who 
was plotting to overthrow him. 
The King led his army across 
the River Severn at Shrewsbury 
and advanced into the Welsh 
Marches where the opposition 
forces had gathered and stayed 
briefly in Church Stretton en 
route.

Another important visitor 
was Henry Bolinbrooke who in 
1399 would have stopped here 
as he marched from Ludlow 
to Shrewsbury one month 
before deposing Richard II and 
becoming King as Henry IV.

Each of these medieval kings would have been 
accompanied by a very large entourage of knights, courtiers, 
servants and cooks, wagons of food, beds, bedding and 
clothes, mounted soldiers and spare horses. Such a large 
wagon train would trundle through villages at a slow pace 
and would have been the major event of the year for each.

But to come back to our late Queen. Although she never 
made a formal visit to Church Stretton, few residents were 
aware that she spent the night of 20th July 1983 in Church 
Stretton, albeit in the Royal Train in the secluded siding that 
was then adjacent to the park. She was on her way to the 
Royal Welsh Show at Builth Wells. Several residents noticed 
the presence of a number of policemen in the vicinity that 
night and the workers at the then Polymer Laboratories could 
see directly into the train but not into the curtained royal 
carriages. Security was tight; Ted Bishop, a lengthsman with 
British Rail at the time, reported that he had to collect all the 
newspapers in the morning for the Queen and was given a 
police escort to do so!

Barrie Raynor and Tony Crowe

Queen Elizabeth Slept Here

Come and support your Local Team
in their Cup Final!

Shropshire County Senior Cup Final

Church Stretton Town FC
v

Allscott FC

At New Bucks Head Stadium
(home of A.F.C. Telford United)

Saturday 13th May, 2pm Kick Off

60 May 2023.indd   2660 May 2023.indd   26 18/04/2023   12:1218/04/2023   12:12



May 2023      Stretton Focus36

Recipe of the month

Leftover risotto 

Regular readers will know that I 
hate wasting anything and  
 an integral part of any holiday 

for me is the creativity of using up 
whatever is left in the fridge. One 
particular success preceded a recent 
trip, and a new favourite recipe was 
born.

My choice centred around having 
rather more left in the veg drawer 
than I would have liked but a risotto 
seemed an obvious choice.

With a very early start (2am!) 
to get to the airport I didn’t plan on 
opening a bottle of white wine as I 
might usually do, to kick off the liquid 
part of the recipe, and so a little lateral 
thinking was required. I found some 
dregs of a bottle of Malibu at the 
back of a cupboard and thought the coconut might add a 
certain something, but the real hero of this recipe just has 
to be the diced pear which worked so well with all the other 
flavours. Having decided this was how I intended to use up 
the slightly soft pear, (I like to eat them when rock hard) 
I headed for the store cupboard for some walnuts which 
are the perfect partner but alas I was left wanting on this 
occasion.

I used risotto rice here, but you can substitute brown 
rice – cook for slightly longer, or Buckwheat – cook 
slightly less, or other grain of your choice, adapting the 
cooking time to suit. It’s very easy to do this since the other 
ingredients are cooked off first and it’s the grain which 
dictates the remaining cooking time.

I like to add something dairy right at the end of 
the cooking time to give my risotto a real Hygge feel. (I 
never knew this is what I was adding but this trip was 
to Copenhagen and so I now know all about the Hygge 
effect!). I’ve used sour cream here, but it could be cream or 
crème fraîche or a dairy-free substitute of course. Take care 
not to boil after adding to avoid curdling.

I’ve always loved cooking risotto and find the whole 
stirring thing very cathartic, but they are a very general 
affair in our house, and all quantities are very approximate 
and usually done by eye. I’ve given the ingredients only 
therefore, so that you can adapt the quantity to suit. I 
simply add stock until the ‘thrown in’ rice ceases to absorb 
it.

Serves as many as you want
Ingredients
Onion – chopped finely
Leek – sliced thinly
Garlic – chopped or crushed
Aubergine – diced
Olive oil
Risotto rice/brown rice/buckwheat etc (roughly 65g per 
person depending on appetite)
Malibu/white wine – optional

Vegetable stock
Green pepper – deseeded and diced
Seasoning 
Pear – peeled and diced
Sour cream/cream/crème fraîche/cream cheese
Parmesan – grated or flakes
Walnut pieces chopped

Method
Fry onion and leek gently in the oil for 5 minutes or so until 
soft.

Add garlic and cook for a further 5 minutes.
Add your grain and cook for 5 minutes in the oil then 

add the malibu and cook for a further 5 minutes to infuse 
the flavours.

Add the green pepper and stir. You can add the pepper 
earlier with the aubergine, but I prefer it to be slightly less 
cooked.

Start adding the stock a couple of spoonfuls at a time, 
allowing the grain to absorb it before adding more. 

Continue until the grain becomes reluctant to absorb 
more and check grain is soft. This can take around 40 
minutes for rice, longer for brown rice and around 30 
minutes for buckwheat. If not ‘done’ just turn the heat 
down, cover and let it continue to cook, stirring and 
checking often.

Taste and add seasoning.
Add the pear, stir through then cook for a few minutes 

to soften.
Once happy that all is well turn heat to very low and stir 

in the sour cream and parmesan. Add walnuts just before 
serving.

I mean, really, just add whatever you fancy. Mushrooms 
will add a more ‘meaty’ feel and in which case I’d add some 
thyme too. Frozen peas, sweetcorn or edamame beans 
perhaps or tinned chickpeas for some additional texture and 
fibre.

Heidi
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Spring Production
Outside Edge by Richard Harris

Silvester Horne Institute, 25th-27th May, 7.30pm

Outside Edge was first staged in 1979 and became 
a ‘sitcom’ in the 1990s featuring Robert Daws, 
Brenda Blethyn, Josie Lawrence and Timothy Spall. 

Our production goes back to the original stage play and 
the team are now well under way practising in the 
nets. 

The action revolves around the Cricket 
Club Captain, Roger (John Roberts), who 
endeavours to run matches like a military 
campaign. Unfortunately, the rest of the team 
don’t seem to have signed up for the complete 
discipline this requires. As a result, the club is 
not at the top of the league table whereas his wife, 
Miriam (Pauline Chadaway), is famous for her teas 
which are top of the table! 

As with all clubs, the members have a variety of 
backgrounds and interests – some are shocking and 
others even more so. The story involves some of the more 
outrageous members of the club and you’ll recognise some 
of our usual suspects from the rehearsal photos. For this 
play we are delighted to welcome two new members to the 
cast with Laura Brian playing Sharon and Jimmy Brandford 
as Alex.

Fun, fast and furious, we hope you’ll come and enjoy 
the show – tickets £10 for adults, £5 for under 16s available 
from Vine & Co and online from www.ticketsource.co.uk.

Oh, yes – and what is it about Dorking?
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Missing Social Interaction? Solve with Strettondale 
Probus Club

Are you a semi-retired or fully-retired professional 
 or business person missing social chat with others  
 who have worked in similar environments? Are you 

looking for opportunities to widen your horizons and meet 
new people? Then your local Probus Club – Strettondale 
Probus – offers these opportunities.

Formed in 1986, Strettondale Probus has a 
membership drawn from Church Stretton and the 
surrounding area. Deliberately limited in size of 
membership, this enables everyone to get to know each 
other relatively quickly. The Club offers:

• Good camaraderie
• Good food and speakers at monthly lunches 
• Visits to places of interest 
• Social occasions

38

Anglican Voice
The Servant King

A Coronation will be an event that most of us will not 
have witnessed in our lifetimes. It is an occasion  
 that will be full of pageantry and ceremony, with a 

history stretching over a thousand years. It is the last such 
ceremony of its kind in Europe and as such it will be a rare 
and special event which is expected to attract the attention 
of millions of people across the world. The Coronation of 
Queen Elizabeth II in 1953 was watched by 27 million 
people in just the United Kingdom alone, and so it would 
be easy to imagine that in today’s world that is far more 
technologically connected, that number across the globe 
could be much higher.

Yet for all of this the Coronation is in essence a religious 
service that will see the King officially become the supreme 
governor of the Church of England. He will be presented by 
the Archbishop of Canterbury to the congregation gathered 
at Westminster Abbey, to which they will reply “God Save 
the King”. The King will then swear an oath to uphold the 
Church of England and he will then be anointed with holy 
oils which were consecrated in the Church of the Holy 
Sepulchre in Jerusalem. This was considered to be such a 
sacred moment that it was not allowed to be filmed in 1953. 
The King is then invested and presented with the Royal 
Orb, the Sceptre, the Sovereign’s Sceptre and then finally 
the Archbishop will place St Edward’s Crown upon the 
King’s head. Each of these objects will be golden, covered 

Strettondale Probus Club

PROBUS

Probus (“Pro” “Bus”) is a Club for professional or business people to enjoy good 
fellowship. The first Probus Club was formed over 50 years ago as an offshoot 
to Rotary but without the time commitments and demands that organisation 
required at the time. Many Probus Clubs have thrived in the UK and further 
afield.

In recent years, Strettondale 
Probus visits have included notable 
locations such as the Knighton 
Spaceguard Centre, Wedgwood Pottery, Morgan Cars 
Factory and the brand-new Midlands Air Ambulance 
Centre at Cosford. In the last few years there has been 
a wide range of very interesting talks including some 
speakers within the Club membership.

To find out more about Strettondale Probus, please 
contact the Club Secretary, Alan Stockbridge, on 01694 
722317. He will be pleased to give more insight into this 
friendly Club and its activities during the year. 

Alan Stockbridge

with precious stones and diamonds 
and would be financially worth an 
incredible amount. However, each 
of these objects will bear a cross, a 
reminder that the King is placed under 
the authority of God. The service is 
a constant reminder of the fact that 
the King places himself under the authority of God and for 
all the splendour and the attention that will be focused on 
one man, he is ultimately a man that is being placed into a 
position of subservience and service before almighty God.

The Coronation weekend culminates with a bank 
holiday on 8th May, ‘The Big Help Out’ which is aimed at 
encouraging people to volunteer in their local communities. 
We are blessed with many voluntary organisations in the 
Strettons and many are thriving. However, I know from 
personal experience that there are also some that are short 
of volunteers. So, however you spend the Coronation 
weekend, I would urge you to explore the possibility of 
offering whatever time you have, however little, to the 
service of one of the many local organisations we have 
here in the Strettons. In the months and years after the 
coronation, it is the example of service and helping others 
that I hope will be one of the legacies we see from the 
Coronation in our community.

Revd David Andrews
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KEITH
WARRINGTON

LANDSCAPE
SERVICES

All aspects of garden 
maintenance undertaken
Grass cutting, pruning, 

hedgecutting, trees, patios, 
Pest control, wasps,

moles, etc.
FREE ESTIMATES
Tel: 01584 861884

Mob: 07742 945768

tidy
garden

for all your gardening 
needs

Planting, pruning
mowing, hedging, etc.

Call Bob Rogers
Tel: 01743 244402

or 07981 814518

ANDREW WEBSTER
PAINTER AND DECORATOR
INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR

CITY and GUILDS TRAINED
OVER 40 YEAR'S EXPERIENCE

FIRST CLASS WORK GUARANTEED
AT VERY COMPETiTIVE RATES

TEL: 01694 724574
MOBILE: 07779 825908

G. H. JONES & SON
PAINTERS & DECORATORS

Est. 1966

Telephone: Church Stretton 
(01694) 722148

Mobile: 07808 670806

E. B. JONES
PAINTER & DECORATOR

35 Years Experience
Interior & Exterior

All Work Guaranteed

Tel: Church Stretton 01694 724010

With over 25 years experience, we specialise in All aspects of
Groundworks, Building & Landscaping

FOR ALL YOUR CONSTRUCTION NEEDS THINK HOMDEN EXCAVATIONS!

Tel: 01743 719092   Mob: 07812 565684
Email: info@homdenexcavati ons.co.uk
Visit: www.homdenexcavati ons.co.uk

The Cott age, Lower Common, Longden, Shrewsbury, SY5 8HB
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Active Travel – Cycling and Walking

Shropshire Council has drawn up a draft ten-year Local 
Cycling and Walking Infrastructure Plan (LCWIP)for 
Church Stretton and will be consulting on the draft 

documents from 17th April until 29th May. Even the title is 
a bit of a mouthful, and this article is intended to help you 
understand a bit more about the issues.

Shropshire Council are holding a Road Show on the 
afternoon of 17th May and want to hear everyone’s views. 
Further information will be available after this article goes 
to print. See the reports that went to Cabinet at:
bit.ly/CS-LCWIP.

The Benefits of Increasing Cycling and Walking

There are multiple benefits from increasing the proportion 
of travel we do by cycling and walking and these include:

• Healthier lives as many people would benefit from 
more exercise.

• Fewer cars in our towns means more space for 
pedestrians and cyclists.

• We would reduce carbon emissions. Transport, 
predominantly cars, produces a higher proportion of 
carbon emissions than other parts of our economy.

• Air quality would improve and currently many people 
die prematurely from poor air.

Cycling and walking are currently deterred by a lack 
of safe routes, a lack of safe crossings of busy roads and 
inadequate footways and safe pedestrian spaces.

The government announced in ‘Gear Change’ in 2020 
that they are determined to tackle this by providing better 
facilities for cyclists. Narrow cycle lanes at the side of the 
road will no longer be supported. Pedestrians and cyclists 
will be given greater priority in sharing out the highway 
space. Facilities to encourage children to walk and cycle to 
school will also be provided.

Those general aims have been translated into the 
draft Plan for Church Stretton. We are very fortunate to 
be included as one of the Market Towns in Shropshire 
Council’s Plans. The Plan is in effect a bid for funding 
from the Government as well outlining proposals for 
improvements for walkers and cyclists. There will be 
details in the Plan that lead to questions and issues that are 
currently not clear or need amendment. That is the nature 
of a draft drawn up for consultation.

Some of the headlines in the Plan include:
• Improvements to cycling provision linking the railway 

station and the eastern part of the town including a 
bridge across the A49.

• Improvements to cycling provision between Little 
Stretton and Church Stretton.

• A pedestrian crossing of Sandford Avenue near the 
access to the railway station.

There is much more detail in the Plan than can be 
covered in this short article.

Stretton Climate Care will be putting on a workshop to 
enable the local community to discuss the Plan, probably on 
the evening of 22nd May and details will be announced on 
our website, Community Matters, posters and social media.

Big Help Out
We will also be at The Big Help Out in The Market Square 
in Church Stretton 8th May. Come and find out about 
opportunities to volunteer with us in various ways.

Mike Hymas

Free Safety Door Stickers 
for Older Readers

Since 2019 Able Community Care, a nationwide care 
company, has given out, free, almost 130,000 ‘DO 
NOT KNOCK’ door stickers to older and disabled 

people who do not wish to answer the door to strangers. As 
a result of the tales told to us, we have decided to continue 

the offer during 2023.
If you would like to 

receive any door stickers 
to give out to older or 
disabled people you know, 
please email to: info@
ablecommunitycare.com 
with how many you would 

like to receive and an address to send them to. (No addresses 
will be kept or passed on.)

This door sticker could be an opportunity to keep 
someone safer in 2023.

Angela Gifford
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Integral
Gardens

 ●  Borders maintenance
 ●  Garden maintenance
 ●  Garden restoration
 ●  Lawn maintenance
 ●  Garden design and soft 
      landscaping
 ●  Flowering plants pruning
 ●  Wooden structures

Carlo
01743 344417  
07963 991533

Ben Carter
Landscaping, Grounds, 
Property Maintenance 

Hedge cutting & reductions
lawn care, mowing, spraying

garden clearance
fencing installation/repairs

shed building/repairs
Mini Digger work

Please call 07891 376638
or 01743 718802

for further information

Craven Arms  01588 672761
• Household Items
• DIY Goods
• Paint
• Key Cutting
• Electrical Goods
• Kitchen Ware
• Tools
• Wolf Tools
• Carpet Cleaner Hire
• Fertiliser and Compost

And much much more at our 
hardware store

Serving South Shropshire and beyond for 58 years

Drive and Garden Constructi on
All Types of Paving and Walling
Bespoke and Kit Form Garden Rooms, Offi  ces, 
Summerhouses and Sheds, Fully Serviced to Your 
Requirements
Hot Tub and Swim Spa Installati ons

1 Hotel Place, Shrewsbury Road,
Church Strett on SY6 6DZ

01694 722475
jslandscapes@btconnect.com

www.johnstephensservices.co.uk

Est. 1964
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Christian Aid Week

Christian Aid week this year is 14th-20th May. We will be delivering 
envelopes to every house in the Strettons but, as in recent years, not 
collecting them. Instead, an address will be shown for returning them with 
your donations. Volunteers to deliver the envelopes will be very welcome.
Please contact me on 07719 717977 if you can help.
Thank you.

Anthony Peck, Christian Aid Week Organiser

42

Church Stretton Rotary Needs You

Our Rotary Club does wonderful things for our 
local community and for numerous suffering 
communities all over the world.

We can only continue to do all the projects that are 
needed by increasing our number of volunteers, so we 

have started a recruitment 
campaign.

We are part of one of the world’s 
biggest humanitarian organisations 
with over 1.4 million members and 
46,000 clubs worldwide. We believe in 
fellowship, integrity, diversity, inclusion 
and, above all, service to others.

As a global network that strives to 
build a world where people unite and 
take action to create lasting change, 
Rotary values diversity and celebrates 
the contributions of people of all backgrounds, regardless 
of their age, ethnicity, race, colour, abilities, religion, 
socioeconomic status, culture, sex, sexual orientation and 
gender identity.

If you would like to find out more and meet some of 
our local team, please visit our stand in the Market Square 
on Monday 8th May.

If you can’t make that date then please drop me a line at 
don@djlovejoy.co.uk

Methodist Voice
Putting Yourself in the Way of Hope

As we get older we seem, or at least I seem, to stop 
making choices... big ones anyway. Perhaps we are 
 allowed so many in a lifetime and by now I may 

have used mine all up.
Or perhaps it’s my brain which has got old and arthritic 

like my knees and other joints.
So if that is so, the choices we make when we are young 

become pretty important. However some choices when 
we are children are made for us. An ‘extreme’ example I 
witnessed took place in the maternity ward on the third 
floor of the Chelsea and Westminster Hospital in Fulham 
Road, London on the day my eldest grandson was born. 
A proud father took him from his cot over to the window, 
pointed him in the direction of Chelsea Football Club’s 
Stamford Bridge stadium just a few hundred yards away 
and told this little lad that he was now a Chelsea supporter. 
Sadly a second grandson had the same fate foisted upon 
him.

One choice I made many years ago was very much 
influenced by a much-loved uncle who was not an educated 
man but I thought of him as a ‘good’ man. He lived his 

life I perceived by ‘putting himself in the 
way of hope’. My aunt his wife was ill and 
bed-ridden for very many years, he raised his 
daughter more or less on his own, worked hard at a physical 
job, was a trade union official and as a Christian his ‘hope’ 
was rooted in his faith in God.

He taught me that hope can exist even when you are 
caught up in overwhelming emotions or are involved in the 
most difficult situations. Yes, hope requires a lot more than 
wishful thinking as there is no doubt that we do require at 
times willpower and indeed optimism. 

My uncle’s choice he showed me was to give God a 
chance. He explained that Jesus came to show us what God 
is like; the disciples, just ordinary men like him, followed 
his teaching and indeed put themselves in the way of hope. 
Here we are two thousand years later with millions of folk 
around the world still doing just the same.

Hope can change things, anything can happen, but you 
have to take the step of putting yourself in the way of it. 

Jesus said “I am the way the truth and the life, no one 
comes to the Father except through me”... here’s hoping!!
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Huddle in or look out?

How far have the churches managed to maintain their 
ecumenical links through the impact of Covid on 
their activities? They had two possible responses. 

You can draw in your horns, hunker down, look inward and 
just support your own community. Or you can look outward 
and continue to find ways of working together. Members of 
Churches Together in the Strettons gathered to review things 
and start to think about how ecumenical activity might be 
taken forward.

The major Churches Together project is the Food Bank, 
St Laurence’s has the space and the capacity to take a lead on 
this. During Covid, it was very much needed and managed 
to continue to operate. Lorraine McCrohan told us it was 
busier than ever. In 2020 they helped 170, including clients 
from Oak Bank; in 2022 they helped 256, even though Oak 
Bank had been closed. The need is still increasing. Although 
they are not currently desperate for help, they welcome 
volunteers from any church or none, any gender, any age (of 
course, there does need to be a safeguarding check).

Other things continued online. During lockdown the 
Taizé group met online each evening and 100 people joined 
them, but now they are back to meeting every second month 
at the Catholic Church. They love it; it is the most regular 
ecumenical service in the Strettons. Engaging Issues similarly 
moved online. This group, for people of any faith or none, 
has no connection with Churches Together, but, for many of 
those who attend, it enables them to learn first-hand about 
issues that inform their faith. There were unexpected payoffs 
to operating electronically, speakers who would not have 
been able to travel to Church Stretton for a Tuesday evening, 
were able to speak on Zoom. Their meetings resumed in 
person in the autumn. The Christian meditation group 
moved online and still continues in this way.

The Christian Aid collection operated in a different 
way. Instead of delivering envelopes and then returning to 
collect them, the envelopes were delivered with an invitation 
to return them to collection points in the town. Rather to 
everyone’s surprise, the amount of money donated actually 
increased. The Churches Together Christmas cards were 
delivered, about 2,000 each year.

Many Christians serve their community through 
organisations that have no link with churches. When the 
Mayfair trustees tried to put into words their vision for the 
Mayfair Community Centre, what emerged was a list of 
Christian values around helping others. Church Stretton 
is the richer for the 30 or more activities run there. The 
Shropshire United Nations Association is based in Church 
Stretton; they continue working for a fairer, safer and more 
sustainable world. You may have been aware of their vigil on 
the car park on the anniversary of the beginning of the war 
in the Ukraine.

Then there are the joint services that have started up 
again. At the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity service, 
the Methodists had to put out extra chairs. The World 
Day of Prayer service was well received and the organising 
committee decided that they would continue for one more 
year. Next year the service will be written by the women 
of Palestine. Then there has been the Good Friday walk 
of witness and service in the square, followed by a sunrise 
service on Plush Hill on Easter Day.

So, are the churches huddling down and only looking 
after their own members? After the shock of Covid, things 
are operating more normally and churches in the Strettons 
are looking out, working together and trying to serve their 
community.

Lesley Richards

Longmynd Archers

We are hosting 
‘Start Archery 
Week’ on 

Saturday 6th and Saturday 
13th May.
One-hour sessions starting 
at 10am, 11am, 12 noon, 
2pm and 3pm.
Adults £10 / Children £5
Beginners course starts on 
20th May.
For more details go to 
www.longmyndarchers.
co.uk Nicola Kelsall

Chairperson Longmynd Archers
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CAROLINE CRUMP
S.R.Ch., D.Pod.M., M.Ch.S.

Dis. Medicine & Medical Science

STATE REGISTERED
CHIROPODIST

Private Consultations
and Home Visits

ESSEX LODGE
FARM LANE

ALL STRETTON

Telephone: 723283

Marion H. Murdoch,  M.C.S.P.
Registered with the H.P.C.

PHYSIOTHERAPIST
REFLEX THERAPIST

"Gleneldon", 94 Watling Street South,
Church Stretton, Shropshire SY6 7BH
Tel: (01694) 724152

HILLSIDE PHARMACY
R.E. & C.O. ALMAN MPS

18 Sandford Avenue
Church Stretton

01694 722799

For all your medicines, toiletries and
photographic requirements

D. R. TIPTON
Decorator

Tel: 01694 723862
Mob: 07946 323819
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Churches in the Strettons
ANGLICAN CHURCH, STRETTON PARISH: St Laurence, Church Stretton, St Michael & All Angels, All Stretton, 
and All Saints, Little Stretton. Rector: Rev’d Steve Johnson  (Tel: 722585)
Website: www.strettonparish.org.uk

Sunday Services
St Laurence’s
Weekly 8.30am Holy Communion
1st & 3rd Sundays            10.30am Holy Communion
 6.30pm Deeper
2nd Sunday 10.30am Morning Worship
4th Sunday 10.30am Altogether

On the 1st-3rd Sundays in the month the children’s activities are in the Parish Centre. Children join the service at 
10.30am and then are taken over to the Parish Centre by the leaders.

St Michael’s
1st & 3rd Sundays: 10.30am Morning Worship
2nd & 4th Sundays: 10.30am Holy Communion (URC on 2nd Sunday)

All Saints
1st Sunday: 11.00am Holy Communion (Order 2)
2nd Sunday: 11.00am Morning Prayer
3rd Sunday: 11.00am Holy Communion (Order 1)
4th Sunday: 3.00pm Evensong

Where there is a 5th Sunday in the month, all three churches join together for a United Parish Service at 10.30am 
in St Laurence Church.

Midweek Service
Holy Communion will be held weekly in St Laurence at 10.30am every Thursday

Online Service
As well as the services above, you can join us from home for our pre-recorded online service available from 10am
each Sunday. Please visit www.strettonparish.org.uk and click on the “Online Services” blue button.

The Parish Office is in the Parish Centre, Church Street. (Tel: 724224).
Open 9am to 12.30pm Monday to Friday. Email: office@strettonparish.org.uk

METHODIST CHURCH   Minister: Rev’d George Heinz (Tel: 07538 480626)
Website: www.churchstretton-methodistchurch.org.uk
Hall bookings: Carole Coles (Tel: 724958)
Sunday Services
10.30am  Morning Service
Wednesday Activities
Babies and Toddlers (School term time only) 10am-12noon
Cuppa and Chat 2.30-4pm. All welcome

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS (QUAKERS) Co-clerks: Lesley Richards and Charles West (Tel: 722068)
Email: csqm@gorswen.co.uk
Sundays:
10.30am  Meetings for Worship in the Silvester Horne Committee Room; Children on 4th Sunday in month
For details of home discussion groups please telephone the Clerks.

ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH   Priest: Canon Jonathan Mitchell (Tel: 01694 658091)
St Milburga’s, Church Stretton
Email: stmilburga@gmail.com
Sunday: 9.30am  Mass
Tuesday-Saturday: 9.30am  Daily Mass
Saturday: 5.30pm  Evening Mass

St Walburga’s, Plowden
11.15am  Sunday Mass

UNITED REFORMED CHURCH   Minister: (vacant)
Website: churchstrettonurc.org.uk
Sunday Services
10.30am  Morning worship, followed by refreshments in the church hall
Communion is celebrated on Sundays notified in URC Church Newsletter
Weekday Activities
Mondays/Wednesdays: Monday Group and Ladies Link are currently suspended
Wednesdays: Discussion and prayers – currently suspended
Fridays (non-denominational): Meditation – in the Vestry at 2.00pm
Church Contact: 722123; Email: urcchurchstretton@gmail.com
Church and Hall bookings: 722390
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Clubs and Societies in Church Stretton with names of Secretary and contact details
Allotment Gardens Association Ben Warren 07779 437871 greenhillsallotments@gmail.com
All Stretton Amateur Dramatics Society Nicola Simcock  allstrettondrama@gmail.com
All Stretton Village Hall allstrettonvillagehall@gmail.com  www.allstrettonvillagehall.org.uk
All Stretton History Society Ruth Grafton 723187 janegra@waitrose.com
All Stretton Village Society Caroline Crump 723283 carolinecrump68@icloud.com
Alzheimers Carer’s Support (Mayfair) Jackie Pennington 722077 [Monthly, 2nd Friday, 2.00pm] www.mayfaircentre.org
Amnesty, Church Stretton Group Barbara Parnell 720040 
Ancient Greek Study Group David Langslow 723538 stretlang@gmail.com
Archers: Bowmen of Caradoc Ros Healy  Roshealy1@gmail.com
Archers, Long Mynd Sue Williamson 722767 sue@chelmickforge.co.uk
Army Cadet Force Lt Wheelden 01743 231779 info.shropshireacf@rfca.org.uk
ArtsAlive (Church Stretton) Michael Walker 720132 fontenay1@btinternet.com
Arts Festival, Church Stretton & South Shropshire  07763 985707 info@strettonfestival.org.uk
Badminton Club (Monday 8-10pm) James Kirkwood 07979 474326 home@jameskirkwood.co.uk
Badminton Club (Junior and Adult, Wednesday) Alan Fox 725588 alandavidfox@live.co.uk
Beacon (Activities and Care at Mayfair) Joy King 722077 (Mayfair)  www.mayfaircentre.org.uk
Books (Mayfair/Health & Wellbeing Centre) Sue Hird 724235 smhird@btinternet.com
Bowling Club, Church Stretton Probus Glyn Morgan 722388 crocrus2@tiscali.co.uk
Bowling Club, Indoor Alan Mileson 723999 amileson@lineone.net
Bowling Club, Ladies’ Lucy Taylor 720115 
Breathing Space (Singing for health and wellbeing) Kate Buttolph 720358 kate@playonperformingarts.co.uk
Bridge Club (Thursday 1-5pm, All Stretton Vlge Hall) Maxine Lainchbury 07971 191664 www.bridgewebs.com/churchstretton
Bridleways Association, Long Mynd and District Lynn Townsend 722667 
Brownies, Church Stretton Judy Russell 724056 davejudy1@googlemail.com
Busy Bees Preschool Church Stretton School 722209 
Camera Club, Long Mynd Amanda Page  secretary@longmyndcameraclub.co.uk
Cancer Research UK Sue Toghill 722713 susantoghill@outlook.com
Cancer Support Group, Stretton Lesley McIntyre 723427 
Chamber of Trade, Church Stretton Stuart Wright 722237 
Chess Club, Church Stretton Tom Williamson 722767 tswilliamson337@gmail.com
Choral Society, Stretton Mark Tocknell 722969 strettonchoral@gmail.com; www.strettonchoral.org.uk
Churches Together Lesley Richards 722068 
Church Stretton School Theatre Alan Fox 725588 or 07977 060303; alandavidfox@live.co.uk
Citizens Advice Bureau c/o Mayfair 722077 (Mayfair) [Thursdays] www.mayfaircentre.org.uk
Civic Society, The Strettons Janet Martin 722361 jmartin1947@btinternet.com
Climate Care, Stretton David Howard 722904 
Country Market (ex WI) Ann Lloyd 07889 143057 or (01694) 731274
Credit Union c/o Mayfair 722077 (Mayfair) [Wednesdays] www.mayfaircentre.org.uk
Cricket Club, Church Stretton Rob Whittall 07967 571044 churchstrettoncricketclub@gmail.com
Croquet Club Joe Manifold 01588 660534 cscroquet@gmail.com; croquet-websites.org.uk/churchstretton
Cub Scouts, Longmynd (Tuesday Pack) Jane Wrench 723923 janewrench2@gmail.com
Cub Scouts, Longmynd (Wednesday Pack) Andrew Spurling 723429 aspurling@btinternet.com
Cycle Group, Stretton Steadies Clive & Fiona Hunt  strettonsteadies@gmail.com
Darts, Church Stretton and District League Mark Davies (Verd) 07588 517955 verddavies72@gmail.com
Dementia Carers’ Support Emma Wilde 01743 341800 
Dominoes, Church Stretton and District League Martin Salisbury 723253 
Dramatic Society, All Stretton Amateur Nicola Simcock  allstrettondrama@gmail.com
Explorer Scouts Angie Walshaw 723477 angiewalshaw@hotmail.com
Extend (Gentle Exercise) Mayfair Nicola Daniels 722077 [Thursday mornings] www.mayfaircentre.org.uk
Fitness Instructor Pam Allsop 723899 pamallsop@churchway.plus.com
Fitness for the Young at Heart Pam Allsop 723899 pamallsop@churchway.plus.com
Flicks in the Sticks (All Stretton) Kate Latchford 723378 terri@artsalive.co.uk
Flicks in the Sticks (Church Stretton) Andrew Hall 07508 072206 aahall2002@yahoo.co.uk
Football Club, Church Stretton Town Nick Cole 724362 nick@eloc.eclipse.co.uk
Football Club, Magpies (5-16 years old)  07816 686139 enquiries@csmfc.co.uk
Football Club, Stretton Red Rovers (6-15 years old) Martin Watts 723543 contact@redrovers.org.uk
Footpath maintenance volunteers (Parish paths Partnership) Tim Parker 07493 659514 tim.parker111@gmail.com
Friends of Church Stretton Library Sheila Davies 723455 www.strettonlibraryfriends.org.uk
Gardening Club, Acton Scott Terri Clegg 781572 actonscottgc@gmail.com
Gardening Club, Church Stretton & District  Evelyn Dapling 723648 evedapling@waitrose.com
Gliding, Midlands Gliding Club Ltd Office 01588 650206 office@midlandgliding.club
Golf Club James Townsend 722281 secretary@churchstrettongolfclub.co.uk
Good Neighbours Care Group Office 724242 churchstrettongoodneighbours.org.uk
Guiding, 2nd Church Stretton Jane Hurst 771622 janehurst77@hotmail.co.uk
Harmony In The Hills Kate Buttolph 07974 382989 kate@playonperformingarts.co.uk
Hockey Club, Stretton Juniors (5-15 years old) Martin Watts 723543 mlwatts@yahoo.co.uk
Hope Bowdler Hand Bell Ringers Ruth Jenkins 724919
Hope Bowdler Village Hall Evelyn Dapling 723648
Horse Show, Church Stretton Sarah Davies 771370 daviesblackhurst@aol.com
Interfaith Forum, South Shropshire Canon Noel Beattie 725530 
Judo, Junior Roger Houston 01743 358415 RogerHoustonJudo@aol.com
Karate Club Dave Shephard 724212 daveshepard1379@gmail.com
Keep Fit, Stretton Lisa Ryan 751369 
Languages Group David Langslow 723538 stretlang@gmail.com
Leebotwood Village Hall  Colin Bore 07970 523591  cbore@btinternet.com
Leisure Centre, Church Stretton Sue Wells 720051 info@teme-leisure.co.uk
Lesbian & Bisexual Women, Border Women Social Group   borderwomen.net
Line Dancing Dave Bishop 07527 264846 southerncrossldc@gmail.com
Lions Club, Middle Marches Brian Dawson 01584 831508 thefirs38@btinternet.com 
Local History Group Madeline Haigh 723627 csalhg@outlook.com
Long Mynd Adventure Camp Peter Jenkins 724919 
Martial Arts, Freestyle Phil Hatton 07852 961675 freestylemartiaarts.com/stretton
Masonic Lodge (Caer Caradoc) Graham Williams 07939 109726 secretary@caercaradoclodge.org.uk
Masonic Lodge (Longmynd) Charles Hennell 01584 856716 charles@hennell.net; www.longmyndlodge.org.uk
Mayfair Health Walks Trish Howard 722077 trish.howard@mayfaircentre.org.uk
MAYSI Project (Mayfair Supporting Independence) Janet Williams/Shaz Malins 722077 maysi@mayfaircentre.org.uk
More Singers, The Alistair Auld 07981 399482
Mothers’ Union, Church Stretton Diana Coles 723548 
Music: Strettons Classical Music Group Barbara Hall 724578
Netball Club, Flames   hello@flamesnetball.co.uk; www.flamesnetball.co.uk
Netball Club, Stretton Scarlett’s Amy 07837 596297
Ornithological Society, Stretton Branch David John 724772 poolbrook12@gmail.com
Parkinson’s UK Hilary Bowman 07823 523696 hjbowman@live.com
Photography, Marches Independent Geoff Taylor 723301 gtaylor.photo@btinternet.com
Pickleball Club Carol 07803 329106
Pilates (exercise) Sandra Liebrecht 781660 selenaorme@yahoo.co.uk
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Play On Performing Arts Kate Buttolph 07974 382989 kate@playonperformingarts.co.uk
Pride of Place, Church Stretton Trevor Halsey  trevorhalsey@btinternet.com
Probus, Strettondale Alan Stockbridge 722317 alan.stockbridge@btinternet.com
Rail User’s Association, Church Stretton Alison Bradley 722138 www.strettonrailusers.org.uk
Radio Control Model Club, Church Stretton Tim Goodwin 720392 tmgdwn@gmail.com
RAF Roundel Club John L Davies 724703 
Rainbows, Church Stretton Judy Russell 724056 davejudy1@googlemail.com
Ramblers, The South Shropshire Group Darren 07837 021138 
Rangers (Girl Guides) Church Stretton Group Ana Ireland 723390 anaireland001@gmail.com
Readers Group at the Library Felicity 722535 churchstretton.library@shropshire.gov.uk
RNLI Brian Bradley 722138 b.glenmoar@gmail.com
Rotary Club of Church Stretton Pat Stokes-Smith 723189 patstokessmith@hotmail.com
Royal British Legion Les Mackey 724992 sulesmackey@btinternet.com
Rugby Club, Church Stretton Samurai Martyn Longhurst  martynlonghurst@hotmail.com
Rushbury and Cardington WI Kaye Smith 771554 
Save the Children Ann Hurst 771622 ann.hurst46@gmail.com
Scottish Dancers, Stretton David Thomas 722107 
Scouts, 2nd Longmynd Group Terry Davies 723477 mrterrydavies@hotmail.com
Scrappies - Shropshire Children’s Scrapstore  328508 info@scrappies.org
Singers, The More Singers Alistair Auld 07981 399482 alistairauld@gmail.com
Soaring Association, Long Mynd (model gliders) Tim Goodwin 720392 info@lmsa.org.uk   www.lmsa.org.uk
Soaring Club, Long Mynd (Hangliding & paragliding) Tim Dunn 01588 672919 coaching@longmynd.org
Stepping Stones Nursery Anne Arkwright 722341 
Stretton Players Simon Cleaton 07510 390981 strettonplayers@gmail.com
Stretton Pool Action David Betton 07977 221171 dmbetton@googlemail.com
Stretton Stitchers Katy Webster 720200 or Frances Williams 722656
Stretton Strummers Dave Wilkinson 07554 624662 
Stroke Group, Church Stretton and District Hilary Parker 723419 
Swing Band, Stretton Jamie Wrench 723923 jamie.wrench@lineone.net
Table Tennis, Church Stretton Leisure Centre 720051 
Table Tennis, Leebotwood Will Priestley 724223 
Table Tennis, Rushbury Ian Pennington 771410 ianpennington133@btinternet.com
T’ai Chi Marc Lacey 722077 (Mayfair)   www.mayfaircentre.org.uk
Taiko Drumming James Barrow 720169 James@taikowest.com
Taoist Tai Chi, Longmynd Jo Lendon 01743 369787 jolendon@hotmail.co.uk
Tennis Club Claire Hatfield 720123 mail@strataassociates.co.uk
Theatre & Concert Group, Stretton Jenny or Graham Heath 722216 heath@knollcrest.co.uk; strettontheatreandconcert.net
Thursday Lunch Club (Ley Gardens) Margaret Hamer 722407 or Dawn Longmore 722328
Traidcraft (fairly traded goods)        Maureen Clow 722000 
Tree Group, Church Stretton Hilary Hymas 723208 hilaryhymas7@gmail.com
United Nations Association, Shropshire Branch Ruth Davies 724304 daviescs@btinternet.com
University of the Third Age (U3A) Lesley Brown 724330 u3asites.org.uk/churchstretton/contact
Upright and Active (falls prevention strength & balance) c/o Mayfair 722077 (Mayfair)  www.mayfaircentre.org.uk
Walking Football Ken Willis 328514 gordonwillis@go-plus.net
Wildlife Group, SACWG, Community Julie Cowley 722310 sacwg@shropscwgs.org.uk
Wildlife Trust, Strettons Branch Wally Blake 724040 
Women’s Institute, CS Marmaladies WI Carol Greswell 07803 581580 marmaladieswi@gmail.com
Women’s Inst., Rushbury and Cardington Kaye Smith 771554 kayerubetta.smith@btinternet.com
Women’s Institute, All Stretton Jean Huff 723706 allstrettonwi@gmail.com
Yoga (Mayfair) c/o Mayfair 722077 (Mayfair)  www.mayfaircentre.org.uk
Youth @ St Laurence’s Sally Clilverd 724224 sally@strettonparish.org.uk

Additions and corrections to this list should be addressed to: The Editor, Stretton Focus, by email: editor@strettonfocus.co.uk

Church Stretton Town Councillors
Town Clerk (Locum): Nicky Hook; RFO: Gillian Bailey; Office Hours: Monday to Friday 10.00am - 1.00pm and 2.00 - 4.30pm
Council Office: 60 High Street, Church Stretton SY6 6BY. Tel: 722113, Fax: 723608. email: reception@churchstretton-tc.gov.uk
South Ward  North Ward  Little Stretton Ward
John Burns 07767 477334 Nicola Carter 07581 300498 Colin Carson 722784
Ryan Foulkes 07528 372471 Sheila Davies (Deputy Mayor) 723455 Julie Lawton 723750
Daniel Hartshorne 07802 610277 John Luck 725596 All Stretton Ward
Mark Morris 722741 Bob Welch 722998 Andy Munro (Mayor) 725554
(Vacancy)    Helen Stowell 07879 848168

Shropshire (Unitary) Councillors for the Area 
David Evans 01588 672179 email: david.evans@shropshire.gov.uk
Hilary Luff 07890 056084 email: hilary.luff@shropshire.gov.uk
MP for Ludlow Constituency: Philip Dunne, 54 Broad St, Ludlow, SY8 1GP, 01584 872187.
StrettonDale Local Joint Committee (Details pending)
Responsibilities for Public Services
Domestic rubbish: Shropshire Council 0345 678 9007   Street cleaning: Shropshire Council 0345 678 9006
Electricity power failure: 105 Gas emergencies 0800 111999
Last collection at Family Shopper letter box Weekdays 6.00pm, Saturdays 12.00 noon, No collection Sundays and Bank Holidays
Some useful numbers
Medical Centre  Church Stretton School 722209
   appointments and general enquiries 722127 St Lawrence C of E Primary School 722682
   out of hours 111 Sports and Leisure Centre (Teme Leisure) 720051
NHS Choices 111 Church Stretton Library 722535
Ring and Ride 720025 South Shropshire Furniture Scheme 01584 877751
Shropshire Council (Shrewsbury)  0345 678 9000 

Domestic Abuse Helpline: 0800 783 1359 - 24hr support
Visitor Information Centre and Shropshire Customer First Point: 723133 
South Shropshire Housing Association: 0300 3031190 (Housing and Support)
Police - Non emergency only 101, Emergency 999 
Church Stretton Safer Neighbourhood Team: Sergeant Jenni Price; Constable Steve Mellor: 07870 218762
Team contact: 101 ext 7704505 or csca.snt@westmercia.police.uk
Police Community Support Officers (PCSOs):
Daz Barnet: 07866 215007; David Baron: 07870 163156; Julia St John Martin: 07870 163199
Neighbourhood Watch Crime stoppers: 0800 555 111. Twitter: @SouthShropCops
Police Station closed, but there is a 24 hour telephone service there connected to another centre.
Support at Mayfair Community Centre - run by the Community for the Community 722077 
For activities and support groups at Mayfair, please refer to the entries under ‘Clubs and Societies’ and to their advertisement.
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Stretton Directory: Index to Advertisers Occasional Adverts not indexed

Accommodation
see Hotels, B&B, Self Catering

Accountants and Bookkeeping
James, Holyoak & Parker ......... 56
RLW Accountants ..................... 56

Architects, Town Planning
Batch Valley Design .................. 27
Christopher Roscoe Assocs ..... 27

Bathrooms
see Kitchens, Bathrooms

Beauty, Slimming
see Hairdressers, Health, Beauty

Bed & Breakfast, Self Catering
see Hotels, B&B, Self Catering

Bookshop
Books by Moonlight .................. 13
Burway Books........................... 13

Builders, Plant & Equipment
A J Lewis-Price ......................... 22
A Morgan .................................. 21
A.2.Z Construction .................... 22
E J & G J Groom ...................... 21
Homden Excavations................ 39
Joe Drury .................................. 22
K J Morris ................................. 21
Keith George ............................ 22
Mark Terry ................................. 21
Morris Maintenance .................. 41
Paul Tinsley .............................. 22
Richard Sherratt Builders ......... 21
Telford Building Contractors ..... 22

Cafés
see Restaurants, Cafés, Pubs

Cards and Gifts
Entertaining Elephants ............. 53
Stretton Print & Supplies .......... 53

Care - Homes and At Home
Bluebird Care............................ 16

Carpenters & Joiners
E J & G J Groom ...................... 21
Keith George ............................ 22
Mark Terry ................................. 21
Mike Webster ............................ 21
Paul Forrester ........................... 21

Carpets
Abbey Carpets .......................... 13

Catteries and Kennels
see Pet Food, Pet Care

Chemist
Hillside Pharmacy ..................... 44

Chiropodists
Caroline Crump ........................ 44

Cleaning and House Care
Chris Sansom Pest Control ...... 60
Cleanrite Services .................... 60
Gordon Ribbons ....................... 60
In Depth Cleaning ..................... 60
Shaw Clean .............................. 60
Shropshire Sweep .................... 60
Stanton Sweeps ....................... 60

Clock & Watch Repair
Adrian Donnelly Clock Repairs ... 9

Clothes
Entertaining Elephants ............. 53

Coaches
Caradoc Coaches ..................... 49

Community Centre
Mayfair ...................................... 16

Computing, Graphic and Web 
Design
Jason Gough .............................. 9
Nic Sansom ................................ 9
Stretton Internet .......................... 9
Webbex Technical Services ........ 9

Decorators
see Painters, Decorators

DIY & Hardware
Cyril Bason Hardware............... 41
Mynd DIY .................................. 41

Domestic Appliances & Repairs
Continental Fireplaces ................ 9
Norman Jones ............................ 9

Electrical Services, Lighting
AMP Electrical .......................... 49
Boxall’s Electrician .................... 49
Charles Ephraim ....................... 49
M C Electrical ........................... 49
Stephen Morgan ....................... 49

Estate Agents
Bluestone.................................. 34
Miller Evans .............................. 34
Samuel Wood ........................... 34
Wrights Estate Agents .............. 34

Event Venues
Eaton Manor ............................. 56

Employment
Bluebird Care............................ 27

Financial Services & Insurance
Caleb Roberts........................... 56
Philippa Gee Wealth Mngment . 56
Wrights Yorkshire Building Soc . 56

Florist
John R Thomas ........................ 13
Shropshire Flower Company .... 13

Food, Delicatessen
Entertaining Elephants ............. 53
Saxtons Deli ............................. 53

Funeral Arrangements
A S Morris and Son................... 16
South Shropshire Remembrance 
Park .......................................... 16

Garage Services
Burway Garage......................... 49
Central Garage ......................... 49
MOT Clinic ................................ 49

Garden Design, Services, 
Supplies
Ben Carter Landscaping ........... 41
Homden Excavations................ 39
Integral Gardens ....................... 41
John Stephens Services ........... 41
Keith Warrington ....................... 39
Mike Russell Designs ............... 39
Paul Forrester ........................... 21
Paul Tinsley .............................. 22
Peter Tipton .............................. 41
Shropshire Lawn Co ................. 39
Tidy Garden .............................. 39
Unique Landscapes .................. 41

Garden Machinery
Newington Garage.................... 49

Hairdressers, Health, Beauty
Anthony’s Hair Studio ............... 44
Health & Beauty Clinic .............. 33
Katerina White .......................... 44
Nails by Nancy.......................... 44
Shampers ................................. 44

Health, Therapies
see also Chiropodists & 
Physiotherapists
Birch Tree Reflexology ............. 29
Bodylogic Mobile Massage ....... 33
Cate Gowlett ............................. 29
Mayfair ...................................... 16
Shropshire Acupuncture ........... 29

Hobbies
Books by Moonlight .................. 13
Burway Books........................... 13
Harold’s Toy Store .................... 13
Long Mynd Music Academy...... 13
Peter Youngs Photography ....... 16
Philip Hooper ............................ 13
The Prolific Crafter.................... 13

Home & Garden
Harold’s Toy Store .................... 13
The Prolific Crafter.................... 13

Home Furnishings
Abbey Carpets .......................... 13
Louise Watney .......................... 13

Hotels, B&B and Self Catering
Eaton Manor ............................. 56
Mynd House ............................. 56
Willowbatch .............................. 56

House and Garden Clearance
Peter Tipton .............................. 41

Insurance
see Financial Services, Insurance

Keep Fit
see Health, Therapies, Keep Fit

Kitchens, Bathrooms
A J Lewis-Price ......................... 22
A.2.Z Construction .................... 22
Homefix .................................... 33
Lee Brown ................................ 33
Mark Terry ................................. 21
Paul Forrester ........................... 21

Mobility
Stretton Mobility Store .............. 16

Outdoor Clothing and 
Equipment
The Outdoor Depot ................... 53

Painters & Decorators
Andrew Webster ....................... 39
D R Tipton Painter & Decorator 44
DWS Property Services ............ 39
E B Jones ................................. 39
G H Jones & Son ...................... 39
Paul Forrester ........................... 21

Pest Control
Chris Sansom Pest Control ...... 60
Keith Warrington ....................... 39

Pet Food and Pet Care
John R Thomas ........................ 13

Pharmacy
Hillside Pharmacy ..................... 44

Physiotherapists
Chris Turner .............................. 44
Marion Murdoch........................ 44
Physio Pilates ........................... 44

Piano Tuner and Repairs
Philip Hooper ............................ 13

Plumbers, Heating
Gary Paris................................. 29
Gasco ....................................... 29
Homefix .................................... 33
J Morris ..................................... 29
Lee Brown ................................ 33
Morris Maintenance .................. 41
Pete Carroll............................... 29
Peter Floyd ............................... 33
Whitfield Plumbing .................... 33
Whiting Heating ........................ 29

Printing, Copying, Photo 
Products
Craven Design & Print .............. 53
Stretton Print & Supplies .......... 53

Restaurants, Cafés, Pubs
Berry’s ...................................... 53
Royal Oak, Cardington ............. 53

Skip Hire
John Stephens Services ........... 41
Peter Tipton .............................. 41

Solicitors
FBC Manby Bowdler................. 27
PCB Solicitors........................... 27

Storage
Churton Self-Storage ................ 60

Sweep
Shropshire Sweep .................... 60
Stanton Sweeps ....................... 60

Taxi
Church Stretton Taxi ................. 49

Watches, Batteries, Straps
The Outdoor Depot ................... 53

Windows
A Morgan .................................. 21

Window Cleaning
Handyman Services ................. 60
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LOCAL ELECTRICIAN
AMP Electrical

~  Domestic & Commercial  ~
~  Home Automation  ~
~  Lighting Design  ~

~  Audio & Visual Systems  ~
~  CCTV & Alarm Systems  ~
~  Data Communications  ~

Contact Matt Price
M: 07552 410109
H: 01694 771661

E: amp.elec@outlook.com

Charles 
Ephraim
Electrical 

Installations
Est 1974

8 Wall Bank,
Wall-under-Heywood

Tel: 01694 771381
ros.ephraim@btconnect.com
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Girl Guiding in the Strettons

Readers will have seen the recent article about how the 
Boy Scouts movement began in the maelstrom of the 
 Second Boer (South Africa) War at the beginning of 

the 20thC. However, girl-power asserted itself pretty soon 
afterwards. 

The first Boy Scout rally attracted almost 11,000 boys 
in September 1909, fuelled by the fame of the movement’s 
founder, Lord Robert Baden-Powell. That was an extraordinary 
attendance number, given that the organisation had been 
founded only 
a few months 
previously. But 
it wasn’t only 
Scouting for boys 
that grabbed 
the attention of 
young people 
and their parents. 
A group of girls 
gate-crashed the 
rally, declaring 
themselves to be 
Girl Scouts. Lord 
Baden-Powell 
was probably a bit startled by this display of un-girly girls, but 
declared that they had a point when a delegation from Peckham 
Rye told him exactly what they thought. And so, Girl Guiding 
was born. 

It was very uncommon, at this time, for girls in Europe 
and the USA to hike, explore, climb hills and sleep outdoors. 
A quote from a letter to the Scout newspaper of the time read: 
“If a girl is not allowed to run, or even hurry, or to swim, ride 
a bike, or raise her arms above her 
head, how can she become a Scout?” 
Excellent observation, and one that 
challenged contemporary ideas of 
womanhood.

Lord Baden-Powell chose the 
name ‘Guides’ after the British Indian 
Army Corps of Guides, which served 
on the Indian Northwest Frontier 
and was noted for its members’ skills 
in tracking and survival in difficult 
situations and terrains. This choice was 
a testament to the respect with which 
Baden-Powell honoured the girls’ 
enthusiasm and tenacity. Some countries, however, still retain 
the original Girl Scout name. Lord Baden-Powell’s sister, Agnes, 
became the Girl Guide and Girl Scout Leader, hosting the 
first World Conference in 1920, and Girl Guide groups were 
soon established in Australia, Canada, Denmark, Finland, New 
Zealand and South Africa. Ireland, Portugal, Norway and the 
USA followed soon afterwards.

In 1928, delegates from 26 countries met at an 
International Conference in Hungary, where Lord Baden-Powell 
asked delegates if it was time to form a World Association of 
Girl Guides and Girl Scouts (WAGGGS), with a World Bureau 
as its secretariat to be located in London. 

Today, Guiding is much more than a movement towards 
the emancipation of girls and young women. The organisation 
publishes, every year, the Girls’ Attitudes Survey, which 

illuminates the views and attitudes of girls and young women 
on issues such as body image, career aspirations and more. 
Girl Guiding also supported the ‘No More Page 3’ campaign, 
(2012-2015), which demanded that The Sun newspaper stop 
publishing pictures of naked women. It has also lobbied the 
Government about sexual harassment in schools, sexist attitudes 
in the media, the lack of women’s representation in politics and 
more. 

In Church Stretton, the Brownies unit was established in 
1919, and is the oldest in our District. There 
are four Guide units, which are the Rainbows, 
Brownies, Guides and Rangers, and which are 
run by qualified volunteer leaders and unit 
helpers. 

Sophie Burgoyne, District Commissioner, 
says, “Girlguiding covers a huge range of activities 
at all age groups. These include crafts; cooking; 
science; games; singing; community activities 
and outdoor activities; the Duke of Edinburgh 
Award (DoE) scheme for the Rangers, and 
residential trips both international and domestic. 
Some of the Rangers will attend a residential 
weekend in Liverpool this year, as well as 
completing their Silver DoE award. Guides will 

attend Megamix, a regional residential event with adventurous 
activities such as rock climbing, abseiling, and water sports. 
Over ten days in March, Sophie and Amy Burgoyne attended 
a county international trip to Our Chalet, which is one of the 
Girlguiding World Centres in Switzerland,” where Guides enjoy 
sledding, cross country skiing and hiking. What the tradition-
observing Edwardian gentleman would have thought of that is 
anybody’s guess…

Being a member of 
Girlguiding is packed 
with learning and 
personal development 
opportunities for girls 
and young women 
through adventure, 
activities, and fun. 
Young girls can join 
the Rainbows at 4 years 
of age, Brownies at 7 
years, Guides at 10 and 
Rangers at 14 until the 
age of 18. There are 

spaces for new members at present, although that’s not always 
the case so parents and carers, don’t delay, contact Sophie 
Burgoyne on soph.burgoyne@gmail.com as soon as you can. 
Sophie says, “If you’d like to know more, about membership 
or a volunteer role, we are holding a District fundraising coffee 
morning on Saturday 10th June between 10am and 12 noon at 
the URC in Church Stretton. Please come along and talk with 
our Leaders. Also, all Units will be involved in the upcoming 
Strettfest, so watch out for us there, too.”

Your Focus journalist is a former Brownie and Guide, and 
testifies to the fun, confidence, personal growth and friendships 
that this association of girls and young women champions. 
When was I a member? Mm. Let’s gloss over that one!

Christine Williams
Resident Journalist

Photos: Drew Marrs
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Scout Group News

It is becoming a momentous year for the 2nd Longmynd. 
First, with two Scouts attending the World Jamboree 
in South Korea, then another Scout winning a place at 

the sub-Jamboree in Norway. Forty members of the Group 
will take part in ShireJam, a long weekend of activities in 
July organised by the Scout Counties of Gloucestershire, 
Herefordshire, Shropshire and Worcestershire which is 
being held at the Three Counties Showground. Over 4,000 
members of the Movement will take part.

In the meantime, the usual active programmes are being 
carried out by all Sections of the Group. The Wednesday 
Cub Pack completed the Road Safety Badge programme and 
celebrated with a night hike which ended with a sleepover in 
the Scout Hut (I have seen many Group headquarters over 
the years but never anything less like a hut!). One of the 
Cubs, George, gained the Chief Scout’s Silver Award and 
then moved up into the Scout Troop.

Scout Leader Neil Crumpton reports that this year’s 
winter camp went off without a hitch, unlike last year’s 
which was blasted out by a blizzard. This year it was based 
on traditional skills with fire lighting by flint and steel and 
copious use of axes and saws, with all meals cooked on open 
fires. Four new Scouts were welcomed into the Troop.

The Explorer Unit, like all units in the Movement, is 
constantly looking for new ideas to enhance its programme 
of more than just physical activities. Following on from last 
month’s sausage-making they have now tried their hands at 

spinning, an enjoyable activity, 
and more advanced activities 
will follow. (My former Explorer 
Unit in Devon spent a weekend 
sleeping in cardboard boxes in the 
centre of Exeter to experience how 
the homeless lived. They went on to work for two weeks in 
an African village, installing a water supply system. There’s 
nothing beyond Explorers).

All meetings are held at the Group headquarters in 
Church Street and are open to both boys and girls. All 
information from the Group Scout Leader on 07484 
717317.

Monday 8th, 15th, 22nd
Beaver Scout Colony. Ages 6-8: 5.30-6.30pm
Scout Troop. Ages 10½-14½: 7-9pm

Explorer Scout Unit. Ages 14-18: 7-9pm
(Check with GSL for Explorer dates)

Tuesday 2nd, 9th, 16th, 23rd, 30th
Cub Scout Pack (Tuesday). Ages 8-10½: 6.30-8pm

Wednesday 3rd, 10th, 17th, 24th
Cub Scout Pack (Wednesday). Ages 8-10½: 6.30-8pm

URC Voice
Science and Religion

There was a time when science and religion parted 
company. This happened in a period of history 
known as the Enlightenment, in and around the 

17th century. It was a time when people were beginning to 
ask questions, and trust their own reasoning, rather than 
just believing what they were told. There was a growing 
dissatisfaction with the Church’s unchangeable teaching, 
based on unquestionable dogma, from an infallible Bible. 

Traditional religion was concerned with being saved 
by Divine intervention out of a sinful world. Science was 
concerned with living in this world, without looking for 
any outside intervention.

It was an exciting time for scientists. The material world 
was being dissected and analysed, to reveal its secrets. They 
talked about becoming ‘masters and possessors of nature’: 
creating a new world of freedom, growth and development. 

The stage was set for the triumph of technology, and 
over the years we have benefitted from scientific discoveries 
and the advancement of knowledge. We have been lifted to 
new levels of comfortable living with better health. We have 
been liberated from the superstition and prejudice of much 
traditional religion.

But there has been a downside to the effects of the 
Enlightenment. The triumph of technology has left a dark 
cloud of pollution spreading over the world as a result of 
our mastery and possession, and we have treated nature as 
just an endless resource for our own use.

Paradoxically, in 
our new-found freedom 
to explore, we are now 
discovering the ‘arrogance of 
the Enlightenment’. Nature 
herself is being abused, and crying out, calling us to realise 
what we are doing, for we are jeopardising our very own 
existence here on earth. Whether we consider ourselves to 
be scientific or religious, or neither, or both, we need to take 
heed of that call.

What they didn’t know in the 16th century, was that we 
are not in possession and control of nature, and never can 
be, for we are part of nature ourselves. Nature is our home, 
it’s where we come from. Everything, including ourselves, is 
part of the great oneness of an evolving universe: a concept 
deeper than our understanding which we might think of as 
the ultimate reality, or call it God, or call it what you like, 
but that doesn’t matter.

What does matter is that we accept the factual reality of 
evolution, and let it correct the mistakes we’ve made (both 
scientific and religious), and guide us into the future.

Donald Horsfield

Books consulted: Thank God for Evolution by Michael 
Dowd, and The Song of the Earth, by Jonathan Bate.
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Marmaladies Open Meeting

An Open Meeting for all at the URC

Hello, as you know Marmaladies run meetings 
every month covering a variety of activities and 
talks, but this year we wanted to invite everyone 

from Church Stretton to a talk we’ve arranged by Bernard 
O’Connor on:

Training Women to be Secret Agents in WWII
Including stories about Virginia 
Hall, the first Special Operations 
Executive (SOE) resident agent in 
France, Josephine Baker and of course 
‘Madeleine’ or Noor Inayat Khan also 
known as Nora Baker. 

This will be at the URC hall, High 
Street on Thursday 8th June 7.30-9pm. 
Tickets can be bought from Vine & Co 
and on the door (cash only please), at 
£5 per person.

Bernard O’Connor is a historian and author who has 
written extensively about espionage during World War II. 
He has published several books on the topic, including 
Churchill’s Angels: How British Women Secret Agents Changed 
the Course of WWII 

O’Connor’s books focus on the lives of individuals 
involved in espionage during World War II, both British 

spies and foreign agents. In Churchill’s Angels, he tells the 
story of the women who served as secret agents for Britain’s 
SOE, a clandestine organization tasked with conducting 
sabotage and subversion in enemy-occupied territories. 
O’Connor highlights the bravery and resourcefulness of 
these women, many of whom risked their lives to gather 
intelligence and carry out dangerous missions.

O’Connor’s books are known for their meticulous 
research and vivid storytelling. He has been praised for his 
ability to bring history to life and make it accessible to a 
wide audience. His books have been well-received by both 
critics and readers, and have been translated into multiple 
languages.

In addition to his writing, Bernard O’Connor has also 
worked as a consultant for television and film productions 
about espionage during World War II. His expertise in the 
field has made him a sought-after commentator and speaker 
on the subject.

Overall, Bernard O’Connor is a respected author 
and historian who has made significant contributions to 
our understanding of espionage during World War II, 
particularly with regards to the role of women and double 
agents. His books are well worth reading for anyone 
interested in this fascinating period of history.

Amanda Trowman and Carol Greswell

Virginia Hall

A Quaker Voice
I’m sorry

Should we apologise for things that we didn’t do?
I think that we can all agree that conditions 

of unspeakable cruelty were inflicted on the slaves 
transported by ship from Africa to the Caribbean. Most 
of us would agree that those who governed or managed 
trade in distant parts of the British Empire behaved with a 
thoughtless arrogance and often gave little or no thought 
to the interests of indigenous peoples in the ruthless 
exploitation of those countries.

However, as far as I know, none of my ancestors 
bought, sold or owned slaves; and I am very confident that 
I haven’t done so. It would on the face of it seem strange if I 
were to say sorry for these things. The position of countries, 
though, is somewhat different. Vast wealth was accumulated 
by individuals and by cities in the UK from the transport of 
slaves and their exploitation in the sugar and cotton trade. 
The cities of Bristol, Liverpool and Glasgow would not be 
what they are today without the proceeds of the slave trade. 
Similarly much wealth was made by the exploitation of 
Africa, India and the far East. This found its way into our 
public buildings and seats of learning as well as building 
lavish homes for some individuals, as The National Trust 
reminds us. Even if I have not personally been guilty of 
these crimes one might argue that I would not be living my 
current comfortable lifestyle without the resources that have 
been plundered from around the world.

A second question I would 
put might look a little more 
straightforward.

Should we apologise for things 
that we have done?

The obvious answer might be ‘yes’. But what if we are 
still doing them? And what if we show no sign of stopping? 
An apology then might seem a little hollow.

The world has a growing population and a diminishing 
supply of several vital resources. As inhabitants of one of the 
world’s ten richest countries we in the UK consume much 
more than our fair share of food, water, minerals and energy. 
A shockingly high proportion of the energy we consume is 
still creating rising levels of CO2. We, or our governments 
on our behalf, make pious promises but we do not change. 
If we continue to drive wherever we want to in cars that 
burn fossil fuels, if we fly by aeroplane when we could go by 
train, then our apologies are meaningless.

I am drawn to that old, old proverb: ‘Actions speak 
louder than words’. If we accept in any measure that we, 
or our ancestors, are responsible for some of the unfairness 
in the present world, then saying ‘sorry’ is not enough; we 
should show by our actions that we intend to do something 
about it. 

Charles West
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Everything is home-made: breakfasts, hot and cold 
meals, snacks, cream teas, cakes, children's menu.
Courtyard; fully licensed; dog-friendly; private room 
for up to 12 people by prior arrangement.
Open every day from 9 am to 5 pm 

Tripadvisor Travellers’ Choice* 2022
* in global top 10% of restaurants

Berry’s
17 High Street
Church Stretton
01694 724452
www.berryscoffeehouse.co.uk
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Stretton Choral Society
Dvořák, Haydn, Turner: a celebratory concert
Sunday 7th May, 7.30pm, Silvester Horne Institute.

Stretton Choral Society very often performs its summer 
concert on the first full weekend in May and was 
booked to do so this year, before there was any 

suggestion of it becoming a weekend of national significance 
and celebration: even more reason to join us – for joyous 
music and cheerful interval chat – on the Sunday evening 
before the extra Bank Holiday Monday.

Michael Turner, directing chorus, soloists, and 
instrumentalists, has chosen two Mass settings: the Mass 
in D by Antonin Dvořák and Josef Haydn’s shorter Kleine 
Orgelmesse (Little Organ Mass). Michael, who has always 
loved Dvořák’s music and has conducted a number of his 
symphonies, identified the Mass in D as being a substantial 
piece which is achievable for a comparatively small choir. 
He believes the setting for Wind Quintet will work well 
in the Silvester Horne Institute. Michael, like several choir 
members, enjoyed singing Haydn in his youth and, at 15 
minutes’ duration (according to the Bärenreiter Edition), 
with soprano solo and organ accompaniment, the Kleine 
Orgelmesse – also known as the Missa Brevis Sancti Joannis 
de Deo – seemed to him to fit the bill. For this celebratory 
concert, the Choral Society will be joined by four locally-
based soloists – Caroline Clarke, Bethan Langford, John 
Bowen and Piran Legg – all of whom enjoy national and 
international profiles.

Michael had been pondering an orchestral piece for 
the programme when it was announced that the King’s 
Coronation was to take place on 6th May. With the concert 
already set for 7th May, he decided that he would write a 
short celebratory piece for the choir, with accompaniment 
for those instrumentalists required for the Dvořák and 
Haydn. The new piece “sets some pre-existing texts 
used by composers in the past and will take us from the 
passing of HM Queen Elizabeth II to the celebrations of 

the coronation of HM Charles 
III”. In this, Society secretary 
Mark Tocknell comments, “Michael is building on a long 
tradition of new music composed to celebrate a coronation”. 

Dvořák’s music is in the romantic style, influenced by 
that of Richard Wagner and of Johannes Brahms – Brahms 
having championed Dvořák’s work when the latter was 
relatively unknown. But it is the influence of Slavic folk 
tunes and rhythms which render Dvořák’s sound-world 
distinctive. In the Mass in D, each of the four vocal parts 
on its own sometimes makes little sense in terms of ‘tune’, 
to the singer (a similar experience may be had with some 
choral pieces by Bach or Brahms). The tune – with its rich 
harmonies and interesting rhythms – is only apparent when 
all parts are woven together under the conductor’s baton.

In rehearsal, this is when choir members are grateful 
for the help of accompanist Sally Oak. Sally works at the 
keyboard of Stretton community’s Bechstein grand piano 
to help each part to learn its notes and how the parts fit 
together, those voices which don’t have the melody needing 
to blend and support the voice that does (it’s not always 
the sopranos!). It is amazing to realise how Sally is able to 
flip emphasis between the parts as she listens and responds 
to whichever section – soprano, alto, tenor or bass – most 
needs her help in finding “which note…to sing and from 
where”: she recognises that “it can take…courage to believe 
everyone in your section is going to sing the same note”! 
Sally will be playing clarinet as a member of the Shropshire 
Hills Ensemble, accompanying choir and soloists in the 
performance on 7th May. We hope you will be able to join 
us for the evening too.
Tickets £12, from Choral Society members, Vine & Co 
or ticketsource.co.uk

Shropshire Kidney Patients Association in Church Stretton
CKD: Update on Renal Failure 

I unfortunately suffered a kidney failure some seven 
years ago and have been on dialysis since that time. 
Fortunately, I have experienced excellent attention 

at the Shrewsbury Hospital Renal Unit and take this 
opportunity to give some brief details for anyone 
concerned.

There are just under three hundred patients on dialysis 
in Shropshire which includes approximately eighty patients 
on home dialysis. There are also three hundred possible 
patients waiting to be assessed with some stage of CKD 
(Chronic kidney disease).

Shropshire Kidney Patients Association (SKPA) is a 
charity to give help and support to patients from the various 
donations and monies raised.

We are pleased to announce that we (SKPA) shall be 
taking a stall allocation in the Market Square on Monday 
8th May (Bank Holiday Monday) by kind permission of the 
Church Stretton Town Council on ‘Charities Day’.

There will be some good merchandise for sale to add to 
our funds and any donations will be gratefully received.

Thanking you.
Tom Beaumont, SKPA Chairman
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Church Stretton Area Local 
History Group AGM

The group’s AGM will be held on Monday 15th May at 
2pm in the URC Hall.

We would welcome nominations for new 
committee members: please contact the Secretary on 01694 
723627 or email csalhg@outlook.com.

In addition to the necessary AGM business of reports 
and elections there will be two talks. One will briefly outline 
our major project on the inhabitants of the Church Stretton 
Workhouse. Research on this topic is continuing and the 
Research Group is planning an exhibition in late summer. If 
anyone has information about the Workhouse or the inmates 
before its closure in 1939 we would be pleased to hear from 
you.

The main talk is by Mike Reynolds, Head of Humanities 
at St Lawrence Primary School and a keen archaeologist, on 
‘Teaching Primary History’. Mr Reynolds says “In this talk, 
I will be going through the learning journey of a pupil at St 
Lawrence’s from Reception to Year 6. I will discuss how the 
National Curriculum is implemented and focus on how the 
local environment and historical events are incorporated. 
The talk will illustrate the variety of learning opportunities 
our pupils have and where, as a school, we see the subject of 
history developing.

“Finally, I will talk about how the Church Stretton Local 
History Group can aid in enhancing the learning experience of 
the pupils at St Lawrence Primary School.”

Our talks have attracted a lot of visitors in the last year. 
If you would now like to become a member, you can join at 
the AGM. Subscriptions are now due and can be paid in a 
number of ways: cash payments of £10.00 or cheques payable 
to ‘Church Stretton Area Local History Group’ for £10.00 can 
be handed to the Treasurer at the AGM. Cheques can also be 
posted to Amanda Twohig at 28 Alison Road, Church Stretton 
SY6 7AT. If you prefer online banking our Account name is:

‘Church Stretton Area Local History Group’, Sort 
Code:20-53-22, Account No.: 73550036, Reference: First 
name + surname.

Madeline Haigh, Secretary.

Functional fitness MOTs
Feeling less steady on your feet? 
Measure your strength, balance, and 
stamina against ‘normal’ for your age, 
try a free exercise taster and find out 
how to stay upright and active.

The functional fitness MOTs 
we hold (in partnership with 
Community Resource and Age UK) are an important 

part of our GP referral scheme. It gives us a chance to reach 
a wider community and get a sense of the activity levels in 
our area. We believe that daily activity is really important for 
independent everyday health and wellbeing. These outreach 
sessions give us the opportunity to connect and work with 
people in the local area.

We aim to hold a functional fitness MOT in both 
Church Stretton and Bishops Castle each year. The events 
give those who attend the chance to see the average 
fitness levels for their age and starts up a conversation 
around everyday activity and where we can look to make 
improvements. It includes personal assessments, a falls 
prevention talk and taster exercise sessions. The aim is to give 
lots of information to educate people around the guidelines 
for activity, and to show the effectiveness of exercise. 
The taster session is based around strength, balance and 
conditioning which are all important to maintain healthy 
independent living.

The day allows time to socialise, talking with peers 
as well as professionals, and there are lots of points of 
information that are either discussed within the MOT or 
provided as handouts. There is no pressure, more of an open 
conversation around your likes/dislikes and advice on how 
to look to include more movement into your day to become 
more active – there are lots of daily tasks that can count 
towards your daily exercise total! One of the handouts on the 
day provides details of exercise classes and groups that you 
can join and is a great resource showcasing what is offered in 
the area.

If you are interested in any of the activities that we run 
please contact: EOR.leisure@shropshire.gov.uk.

A reminder to join us for outdoor volleyball on 
Wednesday evenings in the town this summer. No  
 experience necessary, we play to enjoy and socialise. 

Meet for 7pm for some light coaching and practice 
depending on attendees then games until 9pm. Each team 
can have up to six players – teens upwards welcome. Teams 
are mixed for ability and who wants to play with who. We 
have a full-size net and court. Great fun and good exercise 
on hopefully plenty of sunny warm evenings this summer.

First session is scheduled for Wednesday 3rd May in the 
Richard Robinson field; pencil in your diary now. There 
is a small charge of a fiver a month for waged and a fiver 
for the whole summer (May to end August) for unwaged, 
student etc. First session is free if you’re new. If you have any 
volleyballs lurking unloved in your garden shed, then I’d be 
happy to take them from you.

Stretton Summer Volleyball

Please let me know if you have any questions or just 
turn up and bring a friend. All the best!
thebiggestredofall@yahoo.co.uk
07962 785612

Steve Redmond
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WILLOWBATCH 
CARDING MILL VALLEY

A ground fl oor, centrally 
heated one bedroom self 
catering apartment, set in 
the beautiful surroundings 

of Carding Mill Valley 
100 yards past the 

National Trust Pavilion. 
Please contact Don Rogers 
for rates and availability

on 01694 722358 or
donrogers@gmail.com
www.willowbatch.co.uk
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Recent changes to the Art Area at the Leisure Centre 
were one of the topics discussed at the Friends of  
 Church Stretton Swimming Pool – Stretton Pool 

Action (SPA) AGM 
on 30th March. 
Secretary, Chris 
Ball, explained that, 
as parents were no 
longer able to sit 
on the poolside to 
observe lessons, 
CCTV and a wall 
screen had been 
installed in the Art 
Area. Parents can 
now watch their 
children having 
swimming lessons 
from the comfort 
of the cosy couches! Younger children can play in the area 
and SPA intends to enhance this by providing some more 
play equipment.

Chris also told the meeting that 
the report on the Church Stretton 
Leisure Centre Community Survey, 
carried out at the end of 2022, was 
currently in draft form and that 
SPA hoped to be able to circulate 
this, as soon as it was finalised by 
Shropshire Council.

Chair, David Betton, said 
that SPA was working with 
Shropshire Council on plans for 
the modernisation of the changing 
rooms and showers, to include 
appropriate facilities for family 
groups and those with special 
needs. The confirmation by Mayor 
Andy Munro, in January’s Focus, 
that £53,000 was still held by the 

Stretton Pool Action AGM
Town Council for 
the pool could be 
well used for these refurbishments.

When asked about 
fundraising initiatives, Treasurer 
Angie Walshaw, said a second 
Aquathlon was being planned 
for 17th June. The first, in 2018, 
had been a great success and SPA 
had intended to make it a regular 
event. Unfortunately, the Covid 
pandemic and its aftermath had 
somewhat delayed this.

After the current Trustees 
and Officers were all voted 
unanimously to serve for another 
year, the meeting was opened 
to questions. A member asked 
“Had SPA considered contacting 

Deep Green – the company recently in the news for using 
heat generated by a data centre to heat a Devon public 

swimming pool.” 
An enthusiastic 
discussion ensued 
and the Trustees 
agreed this would 
definitely be 
on the agenda 
for their next 
meeting with 
Shropshire 
Council.

SPA would 
like to thank the 
2nd Longmynd 
Scout Group 
for use of the 
Scout Hut for the 
AGM.

Denise Cottom

RNLI – ‘The Big Help Out’
Please come along and have a browse at our stall in the 
Market Place on Monday 8th May.

We will have a large assortment of items for sale – 
including books, china and other pre-loved goods. Your 
purchases and donations will help the lifeboat crews and 
lifeguards to continue their lifesaving work.

Church Stretton RNLI Fundraising Committee
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Gerry and the Bookmarks – 
First Anniversary

At the end of April we celebrate our first anniversary of 
the audio book group based in Church Stretton.  
 This is for anyone with a print disability (sight 

problems, dyslexia or unable to hold a print book due to 
another condition e.g. MS, Parkinson’s) and for those who do 
not have a print disability. This is to give print-disabled and 
able family and friends the opportunity of being in the same 
book group. Although we are based in Church Stretton, we 
welcome members from anywhere who wish to attend.

My husband and I moved to this area just after the first 
lockdown in 2020. As Church Stretton is known for being a 
place of rehabilitation for blind service personnel from WW1, 
I thought how fitting it would be therefore to set up a book 
group for people with print disabilities. I know from my own 
volunteering with Calibre (audio library) for the past 16 years, 
how listening and reading give a different feel to a book. This 
dual approach leads to some thought-provoking discussions.

The audio books are accessible through various sources 
including from Calibre (who already have various print-
disabled book groups around the country) and the print 
books come from the library or occasionally second-hand.

Due to the current size of the group, we meet in cafés 
around Church Stretton once every two to three months. As 
we expand, we may consider hiring a room – probably in the 
library (unfortunately some costs will be incurred).

If anyone is interested our next two books are Hamnet by 
Maggie O’Farrell and The Paper Palace by Miranda Cowley 
Heller.

I can be contacted at churchmp@btinternet.com or 
phone or text on 07752 427918.

I look forward to hearing from you.
Priscilla Church

Book Talk – All the Wide 
Border: Wales, England and 
the Places Between
by Mike Parker

Wednesday 24th May, 7.30pm at the URC Church Hall,
Church Stretton, SY6 6BY
Tickets £5 (from Burway Books: 01694 723388)

A funny, warm and timely 
meditation on identity and  
 belonging, following the scenic 

route along the England-Wales border: 
Britain’s deepest faultline.

All the Wide Border is a personal 
journey through the places, amongst 
the people, and across the divides 
of the border between England and 
Wales. Taking in some of our loveliest 
landscapes, and our darkest secrets, this 
is a region of immeasurable wonder and interest. It is there 
that the deepest roots and thorniest paradoxes of Britishness 
lie. The border between the countries, even as a concept, is 
ragged, jagged and many-layered.

Garlanded author Mike Parker has adored and explored 
these places his entire life. Born in England but settled in 
Wales, he finds himself typical of many in being pulled 
in both directions. His journey is divided into three legs, 
corresponding with the watersheds of the three great border 
rivers: the Dee in the north, the Severn in the centre, the 
Wye in the south. Neither quite England nor Wales, the furzy 
borderland he uncovers – the March – is another country. A 
hefty schlep from everywhere, these are A E Housman’s ‘blue 
remembered hills’ – his ‘land of lost content’, and ours too.

Rosalind Ephraim

SHI Events
Friday 5th May 7.30pm – Silvester Horne Institute
Shrewsbury Concert Band
Celebrate the Coronation of our King with rousing and 
historic music associated with coronations and other majestic 
celebrations for over 1,000 years. With a great selection of 
celebratory music, this will be a fitting tribute to our Monarch 
on the eve of his Coronation, and we hope that you will join 
us on this special evening.
Tickets £12 adult, under 18s £6.

Friday 2nd June 7.30pm – Silvester Horne Institute
Graffiti Classics
Graffiti Classics aim 
to burst the elitist 
boundaries of the 
traditional string quartet 
with their hilarious 
all-singing, all-dancing 
musical comedy show. 
A classical concert, 
gypsy-folk romp, opera, 
stand-up comedy and a brilliant dance show all rolled into 

one, making classical music wickedly funny and fantastically 
exhilarating. Don’t miss it!
“A simply wonderful show!” The Times
Tickets £15 adult, under 18s £7.50.

Tickets for both shows are available from silvesterhorneevents.
co.uk, CSTC office or from The Outdoor Depot, Sandford 
Avenue. For more info: 720132.

Saturday 6th May – Silvester Horne Institute
Coronation Live Screening
Hosted by the Church Stretton branch of the Royal 
British Legion, the coronation will be live-streamed to the 
SHI, allowing people to come together to experience the 
coronation in a community setting. Refreshments will be 
served.

Although this is a free event, registration is necessary 
because seating is limited. Use this quick link to get to the 
booking website: bit.ly/shi-coronation or contact the CSTC 
office. Doors open at 10.30am and the ceremony starts at 
11am.
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Occasional Advertisements Occasional adverts are 
not indexed

To place an occasional advertisement, please contact  
adverts@strettonfocus.co.uk

Size: 60 x 35mm, 
price £7.50 per month

Cleanrite services
Pressure washing service 

available 
Call 07900 932162 for 

free no-obligation quote

Return of the
Annual Church Stretton

PLANT SALE
This year: share of proceeds

to Ukraine Aid locally
Hundreds of perennials, tomatoes, herbs

and other plants at bargain prices
10am Sat 27th May, St Milburga’s car park
Sandford Avenue east of A49 traffi  c lights

Church Strett on & Craven Arms Lib Dems

Trivia Answers
1. Riga
2. Mr Rusty
3. 2000
4. Cycling
5. Barbara Vine

I am putting together an exhibition of ephemera relating 
to the Church Stretton bottled water companies which 
were founded in Carding Mill 

Valley and in Cwm Dale in the 
1880s. One, Montgomery Waters, is 
still operating in the ‘pop works’ in 
Cwm Dale. 
The exhibition will tell the story 
of these bottling companies and 
will be held later in the summer in 

Church Stretton Mineral Water Companies
the Library. Does anyone have any old bottles, advertising 
material, posters, plaques, trays, ashtrays, photographs or 

any other related material which 
you would be good enough to lend 
for the exhibition or that I may 
photograph? Please contact me on 
01694 723928 or  
email: raynor@greengates.org.uk
Many thanks

Barrie Raynor
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SHROPSHIRE
SWEEP

JON PROSSER

Tel: 01785 509333
Mobile: 07946 134783

CHIMNEY SWEEP 
AND   

VACUUM SERVICE
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